Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  lhal  w;ls  preserved  for  general  ions  on  library  shelves  before  il  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  pari  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

Il  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  thai  was  never  subject 

to  copy  right  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  dillicull  lo  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  lo  a  library  and  linally  lo  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  lo  partner  with  libraries  lo  digili/e  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  lo  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  panics,  including  placing  Icchnical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  n  on -commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  thai  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non -commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  lo  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  lile  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use.  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 

countries.  Whether  a  book  is  slill  in  copyright  varies  from  country  lo  country,  and  we  can'l  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  I  lie  lull  lexl  of  1 1  us  book  on  I  lie  web 
al|_-.:. :.-.-::  /  /  books  .  qooqle  .  com/| 


BODLEIAN  LIBRARY 

The  gift  of 

Miss  Emma  F.  I.  Dunston 


"DlAM-S' 


r 


U.    *■> 


V 


■#- 


,+f- 


THE 


f 

I 

1 


s 


■ 


i 


» 


I 


o  f  ///f^tay 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  LL.D.  * 

COMPREHENDING 

AN     ACCOUNT      OF      HIS      STUDIES 

AND    NUMEROUS    WORKS, 

IN     CHRONOLOGICAL     ORDER; 
A  SERIES    OF   HIS  EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE 

AND  CONVERSATIONS   WITH   MANY  EMINENT  PERSONS; 

AND 

VARIOUS  ORIGINAL  PIECES  OF  HIS  COMPOSITION, 

NEVER     BEFORE      PUBLISHED. 

THE  WHOLE  EXHIBITING   A  VIEW  OF  LITERATURE  AND  HTERARY  MEN 
IN  GREAT-BRITAIN,  FOR   NEAR  HALF    A    CENTURY, 
DURING   WHICH   HE   FLOURISHED. 

IN     TWO      VOLUMES. 

By    JAMES      BOSWELL,     Esq. 

^UO  fit  lit    OMNIS 


Votiva  patent  veluti  defcrifta  tabeUa 

Vita  senis.— —  Horat. 


VOLUME      THE      SECOND. 


LONDON: 
*  PRINTED    BY    HENRY    BALDWIN, 

■ 

FOR    CHARLES    DILLY,    IN    THE    POULTRY. 

M  DCC  XCI. 


»* .1'      y-  i 


M  -. 


v% 


yt*  t-»  • 


*p 


THE 


LIFE 


O  F 


SAMUEL      JOHNSON,     LL.D. 


IN  1776,  Johnfon  wrote,  fo  far  as  I  can difcover,  nothing  for  thfc  publick :      1776. 
but  that  his  mind  was  ftill  ardent,  and  fraught  with  generous  wifhes  to  jj^fg/ 
attain  to  ftill  higher  degrees  of  literary  excellence,  is  proved  by  his  private 
notes  of  this  year,  which  I  fhall  infert  in  their  proper  place. 

-       To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  h  a  v  e  at  laft  fent  you  all  Lord  Hailes's  papers.  While  I  was  in 
France,  I  looked  very  often  into  Henault  >  but  Lord  Hailes,  in  my  opinion, 
leaves  him  far,  and  far,  behind.  Why  I  did  not  difpatch  fo  fhort  a  perufal 
fboner,  when  I  look  back,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  difcover:  but  human 
moments  are  ftolen  away  by  a  thoufand  petty  impediments  which  leave  no 
trace  behind  them.  I  have  been  afflidted,  through  the  whole  Chriftmas,  with 
the  general  diforder,  of  which  the  worft  effedt  was  a  cough,  which  is  now 
much  mitigated,  though  the  country,  on  which  I  look  from  a  window  at 
Streatham,  is  now  covered  with  a  deep  fiiow.  Mrs.  Williams  is  very  ill : 
every  body  elfe  is  as  ufual. 

"  Among  the  papers,  I  found  a  letter  to  you,  which  I  think  you  had  not 
opened ;  and  a  paper  for  «  The  Chronicle,'  which  I  fuppofe  it  not  neceflary- 
now  to  infert.    I  return  them  both. 

Vou  1U  B  w  I  have, 
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1776.  "  I  have,  within  thefe  few  days,'  had  the  honour  of  receiving  Lord  Hailes's* 

JEtaY.^-.  firft  volume,  for  which  I  return  my  moft  relpe&ful  thanks* 

"  I  wifh  you,  ff\y  deareft  friend,  and  your  haughty  lady,  (for  I  know  lhc- 
does  not  love  me,)  and  the  young  ladies,  and  the  young  Laird,  all  happinefs.- 
Teach  the  young  gentleman,  in  ipite  of  his  mamma,  to  think  and  fpeak  well. 
g£  Sir, 

u  Your  affectionate  humble  fervant, 
«  Jan.  10,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

At  this  time  was  in  agitatioira  matter  of  great  confequence  to  me  and  my 
family,  which  I  fhould  not  obtrude  upon  the  world,  were  it  not.  that  the  part 
which  Dr.  Johnfon's  fi  iendihip  for  me  made  him  take  in  it  was  the  occafion 
of  an  exertion  of  his  abilities,  which  it  would  be  injuftice  to  conceal.  That 
what  he  wrote  upon  the  fubjedt  may  be  underftood,  if  is  neceffary  to  give  a 
ftate  of  the  queftion,  which  I  {hall  do  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

In  the  year  1504/  the  barony  or  manour  of  Auchinleck,  (pronounced  Affietky) 
in  Ayrfhire,  which  belonged  to  a  family  of  the  fame  name  with  the  lands, 
having  fallen  to  the  Crown  by  forfeiture,  James  the  Fourth,  King  of  Scotland, 
granted  it  to  Thomas  Bofwell,  a-  branch  of  an  ancient  family  in  the  county 
of  Fife,  ftiling  him  in. the  charter>."  dileffe familiar i  noftroy!  and  affigning,  as 
the  caufe  of  the  grant,  cc  fro  bono  et  fideli  fervitio  nobis  p-*fiito"  Thomas 
Bofwell  was  (lain  in  battle,  fighting  along  with  his  Sovereign,  at  the  fetal  field, 
of  Floddon,  in  15 13. 

From  this  very  honourable  founder  of  our  family,  the  eftate  was  tranfmitted, 
in  a  diredt  feries  of  heirs  male,  to  David  Bofwell,  my  father's  great  grand 
uncle,  who  had  no  ions,  but  four  daughters,  who  were  all  relpe&ably  married, 
the  eldeft  to  Lord  Cathcart. 

David  Bofwell,  being  rcfclute  in  the  military  feudal  principle  of  continuing . 
the  male  fucceflion,  palled  by  his  daughters,  and  fettled  the  cftare  on  his 
nephew  by  his  next  brother,  who  approved  of  the  deed,  and  renounced  any 
pretenfions  which  he  might  poflibly  have,  in  preference  to  his  fon.  But  the 
eftate  having  been  burthened  with  large  portions  to  the  daughters,  and  other 
debts,  it  was  ntceflary  for  the  nephew  to  fell  a  confiderable  part  of  it,  and 
what  remained  was  dill  much  encumbered. 

The'  frugality  of  the  nephew  prefer ved, .  and,  in  fome  degree,  relieved  the 
eftate.     His  fon,  my  grandfather,  an  eminent  lawyer,  not  only  re-purchafed 
a  great  part  of  what  had  been  fold,  but  acquired  other  lands  *  arid  my  father, . 
2  who 
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who^ras  one  of  the  Judges  of  Scotland,  and  had  added  confidcrably  to  the      »77& 
*eftate,  now  fignified  his  inclination  to  take  the  privilege  allowed  by  our  law  *,  ##&.  67, 
-to  fecure  it  to  his  family  in  perpetuity  by  an  entail,  which,  on  account  of 
carriage  articles,  could  not  be  done  without  my  confent. 

In  the  plan  of  entailing  the  eftate,  I  heartily  concurred  with  him,  though 
I  was  the  firft  to  be  restrained  by  it ;  but  we  unhappily  differed  as  to  the  feries 
of  heirs  which  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  or  in  the  language  of  our  law,  called  to 
the  fucceffion.  My  father  had  declared  a  predileftion  for  heirs  general,  that 
is,  males  and  females  indifcriminately.  He  was  willing,  however,  that  all 
males  defcending  from  his  grandfather  fhould  be  preferred  to  females;  but 
would  not  extend  that  privilege  to  males  deriving  their  defcent  from  a  higher 
fcurce.  I,  on  the  other  hand,  had  a  zealous  partiality  for  heirs  male,  however 
remote,  which  I  maintained,  by  arguments  which  appeared  to  me  to  have 
<onfiderable  weight  \  And  in  the  particular  cafe  of  our  family,  I  appre- 
iiended  that  we  were  under  an  implied  obligation,  in  honour  and  good  faith, 
co  tranfmit  the  eftate  by  the  fame  tenure  which  we  held  it,  which  was  as  heirs 
.male,  excluding  nearer  females,  I  therefore,  as  I  thought  confeientioufly, 
obje&ed  to  my  father's  fcheme. 

1  A&s  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  1685,    Cap.  22. 

*  As  firft,  the  opinion  of  fome  diftinguifhed  naturalifts,  that  our  fpecies  is  tranfmkted  through 
males  only,  the  female  being  all  along  no  more  than  a  nidus,  or  nurfe,  as  Mother  Earth  is  to  plants 
of  every  fort ;  which  notion  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  that  text  of  fcripture,  "  He  was  yet  in  the 
Joins  of  his  father,  when  Melchifedeck  met  him;"  (Heb.  vi.  io«)  and  confequently,   that 
a  man's  grandfon.  by  a  daughter,  inftead  of  being  hi*  fureft  defcendant,  as  is  vulgarly  faid,  has, 
in  reality,  no  connection  whatever  with  his  blood. — And  fecondly,  independent  of  this  theory, 
(which,  if  true,  mould  completely  exclude  heirs  general,)  that  if  the  preference  of  a  male  to  a 
female,  without  regard  to  primogeniture,  (as  a  fon,  though  much  younger,  nay,  even  a  grandfon 
by  a  fon,  to  a  daughter,)  be  once  admitted,  as  it  univerfally  is,  it  muft  be  equally  reafonable  and 
proper  in  the  mod  remote  degree  of  defcent  from  an  original  proprietor  of  an  eftate,  as  in  the 
neareft ;  becaufe,— however  diftant  from  the  reprefentative  at  the  time,— that  remote  heir  male,  upon 
the  failure  of  thofe  nearer  to  the  original  proprietor  than  he  is,  becomes  in  fad  the  neareft  male  to 
him,  and  is,  therefore,  preferable  as  bis  reprefentative,  to  a  female  defcendant.— A  little  extenfion 
of  mind  will  enable  us  eafily  to  perceive  that  a  fon's  fon,  in  continuation  to  whatever  length  of 
time,  is  preferable  to  a  fon's  daughter,  in  the  fucceffion  to  an  ancient  inheritance ;  in  which  " 
regard  mould  be  had  to  the  reprefentation  of  the  original  proprietor,  and  not  to  that  of  one  of 
bis  defendants. 

I  am  aware  of  Blackftone's  admirable  demonftration  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  legal  fucceffion, 
upon  the  principle  of  there  being  the  greateft  probability  that  the  neareft  heir  of  the  perfon  who 
laft  dies  proprietor  of  an  eftate,  is  of  the  blood  of  the  firft  purchafer.  But  fuppofing  a  pedigree 
to  be  carefully  authenticated  through  all  its  branches,  inftead  of  mere  probability  there  will  be  a 
certainty,  that  the  neareft  heir  male,  at  whatever  period,  has  the  fame  right  of  blood  with  the  firft 
heir  male,  namely,  the  original  purcbafer*s  eldeft  fon. 

B  2  My 
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My  opposition  was  very  dilplcafing  to  my  father,  who  was  entitled  to  great 
relpeft  and  deference ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  difagreeable  confequences 
from  my  non-compliance  with  his  wifhes*  After  much  perplexity  and  uneafi- 
nefs,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  Hating  the  cafe,  with  all  its  difficulties,  at  full 
length,  and  earneftly  requefting  that  he  would  confider  it  at  leifure,.  and; 
favour  me  with  his  friendly  opinion  and  advice* 

To  James   BoawELL,  Effa 

**  Djah  Sir, 

"  I  was  much  imprefled  by  your  letter,  and,  if  T  can  form  upon*, 
your  cafe  any  refolution  fatisfaftory  to  myfelf,  will  very  gladly  impart  it :  but 
whether  I  am  quite  equal  to  it,.  I  do  not  know.  It  is  a  cafe  compounded  of 
law  and.  juftice>  and.  requires  a  mind  verfed  in  juridical  difquifitions..  Could 
you  not  tell  your  whole  mind  to  Lord  Hailes  ?  He  is,,  you*  know,  both  a 
Chriftian  and  a  Lawyer.  I  fuppofe  he  is  above  partiality,  and.  above  loquacity; 
and,  I  believe,  he  will  not  think  the  time  loft  in  which  he  may  quiet  a 
disturbed,,  or  fetde  a  wavering  mind.  Write  to  me,,  as  any  thing  occurs  to 
you ;  arid  if  I  find  myfelf  flopped  by  want  of  fafts  neceflary  to  be  known,  I 
will  make  enquiries  of  you  as  my  doubts  arife.. 

c<  If  your  former  refolutions  fhould  be  found  only  fanciful,,  you  decide 
rightly  Hi  judging  that  your  father's  fancies  may  claim  the  preference  -,  but 
whether  they  are  fanciful  or  rational,  is  the  queftion..  I  really  think  Lord 
Hailes  could-  help  us. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell ;  and  tell  her,,  that  I  hope 
to  be  wanting  in  nothing  that  I  can  contribute,  to  bring  you  all  out  of  your, 
troubles..    I  am,  dear  Sir,  moft  affedtionately, 

€<  Your,  humble  fervant,. 

49  London,  Jan.  15,  1776,.  Sam.  J.OHN&ON^ 

To.  the  fame*. 

"  D.EAR  SlR> 

"  I  a  m  going  to  write  upon  a  queftion  which  requires  more  knowledge* 
of  local  law,,  and  more  acquaintance  with  the  general  rules  of  inheritance,, 
than  I  can  claim*  but  I  write,  becaufe  you  requeft  it* 

"  Land  is,  like  any  other  pofieffion,  by  natural  right  wholly  in  the  power, 
of  its  prefent  ownex*  and  may  be  fold,  given,  or  bequeathed,  abfolutely  or 
conditionally,  as  judgement  fhall  diredt,  or  paffion  incite,. 

«  But; 
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*  But  natural  right  would  avail  little  without  the  prote&ion  of  law ;  and 
the  primary  notion  of  law  is  reftraint  in  the  exercife  of  natural  right.  A  man 
is  therefore,  in  fociety,.  not  fully  mafter  of  what  he  calls  his  own,  but  he  ftill 
retains  all  the  power  which  law  does  not  take  from  him. 

cc  In  the  exercife  of  the  right  which  law  either  leaves  or  gives,  regard  is  to 
be  paid  to  moral  obligations. 

"  Of  the  eftate  which  we  are  now  confidering,.  your  father  ftill  retains  fuch 
poffeffion,  with  fuch  power  over  it,  that  he  can  fell  it,  and  do  with  the  money 
what  he  will*  without  any  legal  impediment.  But  when  he  extends  his  power 
beyond  his  awn  life,  by  fetding  the  order  of  fucceffion,.  the  law  makes  your 
confent  neeeflary,. 

"  Let  us  fuppofe  that*  he  fells  the  land  to  rifle  the  money  in  fome  fpecious 
adventure,  and  in  that  adventure  lofes  the  whole:  his  pofterity  would  be 
difappointed ;  but  they  could  not  think  themfelves  injured  or  robbed..  If  he 
fpent  it  upon  vice  or  pleaftire,  his  fucceffors  could  only  call  him  vicious  and 
voluptuous  j  they  could  not. fay  that  he  was  injurious  or  unjuft. 

u  He  that  may  do  more,  may  do  lefs.  He  that,  by  felling  or  fquandering,  may 
difinherit  a  whole  family,  may  certainly  difinherit  part,  by- a  partial  fetdement.. 

"  Laws  are  formed  by  the  manners  and  exigencies  of  particular  times,  and 
it  is  but  accidental  that  they  laft  longer  than  their  caufes :  the  limitation  of 
feudal  fucceffion  to  the  male  arofe  from  the  obligation  of  the  tenant  to.  attend 
his  chief  in  war.. 

"  As  times  and  opinions  are  always  changing,  I  know  not  whether  it  be 
not  ufurpation  to  prefcribe  rules  to  pofterity,  by  prefuming .  to  judge  of  what 
we  cannot  know*  and  I  know  not  whether  I  fully  approve  either  your  defign 
or  your  father's,,  to.  limit  that  fucceffion  which  defcended  to.  you  unlimited. 
If  we  are  to  leave  far  turn  t eft  urn  to  pofterity,  what  we  have  without  any  merit 
of  our  own  received  from  our  anceftors,  fhould  not  choice  and  free-will  be 
kept  unviolated  ?  Is  land  to  betreated  with  more  reverence  than  liberty  ?— If 
this  confideration  fhould  reftrain  your  father  from  difinheritmg  fome  of  the 
males,  does  it  leave  you  the  power  of  difinheriting  all  the  females? 

"  Can  the  poffeflbr  of  a  feudal  eftate  make  any  will  ?  Can  he  appoint, 
out  of  the  inheritance,  any  portions  to  his  daughters  ?  There  feems  to  be  a 
very  fhadowy.  difference  between  the  power  of  leaving  land,  and  of  leaving 
money  to  be  raifed  from  land;  between  leaving  an  eftate  to  females,  and 
leaving  the  male  heir,  in  effeit,  only  their  fteward.. 

"  Suppofe  at  one  time  a  law  that  alTowed  only  males  to  inherit,  and  during 

the  continuance  of  this  law  many  eftates  to  have  defcended,  pafling  by  the 

females,   to  remoter  heirs.      Suppofe  afterwards  the  law  repealed  in  cor- 

refpondence 
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refpondence  with  a  change  of  manners,  and  women  made  capable  of  inheri- 
tance ;  would  not  then  the  tenure  of  eftates  be  changed  ?  Could  the  women 
have  no  benefit  from  a  law  made  in  their  favour  ?  Muft  they  be  pafled  by 
upon  moral  principles  for  ever*  becaufe  they  were  once  excluded  by  a  legal 
prohibition  ?  Or  may  that  which  palled  only  to  males  by  one  law,  pa& 
likewife  to  females  by  another  i 

<€  You  mention  your  refolution  to  maintain  the  right  of  your  brothers  \ 
I  do  not  fee  how  any  of  their  rights  are  invaded. 

<f  As  your  whole  difficulty  arifes  from  the  aft  of  your  anceftor,  who 
diverted  the  fucceffion  from  the  females,  you  enquire,  very  properly,  what  were 
his  motives,  and  what  was  his  intention  $  for  you  certainly  are  not  bound  by 
his  aft  more  than  he  intended  to  bind  you,  nor  hold  your  land  on  harder  or 
.ftrifter  terms  than  thofe  on  which  it  was  granted. 

"  Intentions  muft  be  gathered  from  afts.  When  he  left  the  eftate  to  his 
nephew,  by  excluding  his  daughters,  was  it,  or  was  it  not,  in  his  power  to 
have  perpetuated  the  fucceffion  to  the  males?  If  he  could  have  done  it,  he 
feems  to  have  fhewn,  by  omitting  it,  that  he  did  not  defire  it  to  be  done ; 
.and,  upon  your  own  principles,  you  will  not  eafily  prove  your  right  to  deftroy 
,that  capacity  of  fucceffion  which  your  anceftors  have  left, 

"If  your  anceftor  had  not  the  power  of  making  a  perpetual  fettlement  j 
and  if,  therefore^  we  cannot  judge  diftinftly  of  his  intentions,  yet  his  aft  can 
only  be  confidered  as  an  example ;  it  makes  not  an  obligation.  And,  as  you 
obferve.,  he  fet  no  example  of  rigorous  adherence  to  the  line  of  fucceffion* 
He  that  overlooked  a  brother,  would  not  wonder  that  little  regard  is  fhewn  to 
remote  relations. 

"  As  the  rules  of  fucceffion  are,  in  a  great  part,  purely  legal,  no  man  can 
be  fuppofed  to  bequeath  any  thing,  but  upon  legal  terms ;  he  can  grant  no 
power  which  the  law  denies  j  and  if  he  makes  no  fpecial  and  definite  limita- 
tion, he  confers  all  the  powers  which  the  law  allows. 

"  Your  anceftor,  for  fbme  reafon,  difinherited  his  daughters ;  but  it  no  more 
follows  that  he  intended  his  aft  as  a  rule  for  pofterity,  than  the  difmheriting  of 
his  brother. 

"  If  therefore,  you  afk  by  what  right  your  father  admits  daughters  to 
inheritance,  afk  yourfelf,  firft,  by  what  right  you  require  them  to  be  excluded  ? 

"  It  appears,  upon  refleftion,  that  your  father  excludes  nobody ;  he  only 
admits  nearer  females  to  inherit  before  males  more  remote  -,  and  the  exclufion 
is  purely  confequential. 

*  Which  term  I  applied  to  all  the  hcift  male 

"  Thefe, 
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<c  Thefe,  dear  Sir,  are  my  thoughts,  unmethodical  and  deliberative  *  but, 
perhaps,  you  nuy  find  in  them  foipe  glimmering  of  evidence. 

4€  I  cannot,. however,  but  again  recommend  to  you  a  conference  with  Lord 
Hailes,  whom  you  know  to  be  both  a  Lawyer  and  a  Chriftian. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell*  though  fhe  does  not  low  me* 
Lam,  Sir, 

cc  Your  affe&ionate  fervaffly 
"Feb. 3,  i773;  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  had  followed  his  recommendation  and  confulted  Lord  Hailes,  who  upon 
this  fubjed  had  a  firm  opinion  contrary  to  mine.     His  Lordfhip  obligingly 
took  the  trouble  to  write  me  a  letter,  in  which  he  difcuficd  with  legal  and 
iiiltorical  learnings  tie  points  in  which  I  law  much  difficulty,,  maintaining 
that   cc  the  fuccefilon  of  heirs  general   was  the  fucceffion, .  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  from  the  throne  to  the  cottage, as  far  as  we  can  learn  it  by  record;" 
obferving  that  the  eftate  of  our  family  had  not  been  limited  to  heirs  male, 
and  that  though  an  heir  male  had  in  one  inftance  been  chofen  in  preference 
to  nearer  females,  that  had  been  an  arbitrary-  aft,  which  had  feemed  to  be. 
bell  in  the  embarrafled  ftate  of  affairs  at.  that  time  *  and  the  fa&  was,  that 
upon  a  fair  computation  of  the  value  of  land  and  money  at  the  time,  applied' 
to  the  eftate  and  the  burthens  upon  it,  there  was  nothing  given  to  the  heir 
male  but  the  fkeleton  of  an  eftate,,   «  The  plea  of  confeience  (faid  his 
Lordfhip)  which   you  put,   is   a   moft   refpeftable    one,   especially    when. 
confeience  and  felf  are  on  different  fides.     But  I  think  that. confeience  is  not. 
well  informed,  and  that  /elf  and  fie.  ought  on  this  occafion  to  be  of  a. fide." 

This  letter,  which  had  confiderable  influence  upon  my  mind,  I  fent  to. 
Dr.  Johnfbn,  begging  to  hear  from  him  again,  upon  this  interefting  queftioiu. 

To  James  Bojswell,   Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

u  HAVING   not  any  acquaintance  with,  the  laws  or  cuftoms.  of 
Scotland,  I  endeavoured  to  confider  your  queftion  upon  general  principles, 
and  found  nothing  of  much  validity  that  I  could  oppofe  to  this  pofition. 
*'He  who  inherits  a  fief  unlimited  by  his  anccftor,  inherits  the  power  of 
limiting  it  according  to  his  own  judgement  or  opinion/     If  this  be  true. 
you  may  join  with  your  father, . 

*  •  Further . 
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"  Further  confideration  produced  another  <ronclofion,  c  He  who  receives 
a  fief  unlimited  by  his  anceftors,  gives  his  heirs  fome  reafon  to  complain  if 
he  does  not  tranfmit  it  unlimited  to  posterity/  For  why  Ihould  he  make 
the  ftate  of  others  worfe  than  his  own,  without  a  realbn  ?  If  this  be  true, 
though  neither  you  nor  your  father  are  about  to  do  what  is  quite  right,  but 
as  your  father  violates  (I  think)  the  legal  fucceffion  leaft,  he  feems  to  be 
nearer  the  right  than  yourfelf 

"  It  cannot  but  occur  that  *  Women  have  natural  and  equitable  daims 
as  .well  as  men,  and  thefe  claims  are  not  to  be  capricioufly  or  lighdy 
fuperfeded  .or  infringed/  When  fiefs  implied  military  fervice,  it  is  eafily 
difcerncd  why  femaJes  could  not  inherit  m  them  j  but  that  reafon  is  now  at  an 
end.     As  manners  make  laws,  manners  kkewife  repeal  diem. 

**  Thefe  are  the  general  conclufions  which  I  have  attained.  None  of 
them  are  very  favourable  to  your  fdheoe  of  entail,  nor  perhaps  to  any 
fcheme.  My  obfervation,  that  only  he  who  acquires  an  eftate  may  bequeath 
it  capricioufly 4,  if  it  contains  any  conviftion  includes  this  pofition  likewife, 
that  only  he  who  acquires  an  eftate  may  entail  it  capricioufly.  But  I  think 
it  may  be  fafely  prefumed,  that  c  he  who  inherits  an  eftate  inherits  aJi  the 
power  legally  concomitant.'  And  that  c  He  who  gives  or  leaves  unlimited 
an  eftate  legally  limitable,  muft  be  prefumed  to  give  that  power  of  limitation 
which  he  omitted  to  take  away,  and  to  commit  future  contingencies  to  future 
prudence/  In  thefe  two  pofitions.I  believe  Lord  Hailes  will  advife  you  to 
refti  every  other  notion  of  pofleffion  feems  to  trie  foil  of  difficulties,  and 
embarrafled  with  fcruples. 

"  If  thefe  axioms  be  -allowed,  you  have  arrived  now  at  foil  liberty  without 
the  help  of  particular  circumftances,  which,  however,  have  in  your  cafe 
great  weight.  You  very  rightly  obferve,  that  he  who  pafling  by  his  brother 
gave  the  inheritance  to  his  nephew,  could  limit  no  more  than  he  gave,  and 
by  Lord  Hailes's  eftimate  of  fourteen  years  purchafe,  what  he  gave  was  no 
more  than  you  may  eafily  entail  according  to  your  own  opinion,  if  that 
opinion  ihould  finally  prevail, 

"  Lord  Hailes's  fufpicion  that  entails  are  encroachments  on  the  dominion 
of  Providence,  may  be  extended  to  all  hereditary  privileges  and  all  perma- 
nent inftitutions  -,  I  do  not  fee  why  it  may  not  be  extended  to  any  provifion 
but  for   the  prefent  hour,  fince  all  care  about  futurity  proceeds  upon  a 

*  I  h?d  reminded  him  of  hit  obfervation  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  page  423* 

fuppofuion, 
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fupp&fition,  that  we  know  at  leaft  in  fome  degree  what  will  be  future.    Of     '77& 
the  future  we  certainly  know  nothing  j  but  we  may  form  conje&ures  from  jEuu.  67. 
the  paft;  and  the  power  of  forming  conjectures,  includes,  in  my  opinion,  the 
duty  of  afting  in  conformity  to  that  probability  which  we  difcover.     Pro- 
vidence gives  the  power  of  which  reafon  teaches  the  ufe.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  faithful  fervant, 

"  February  9,  1776.  Sam.  JpHNSON. 

< 

u  I  hope  I  fhall  get  fome  ground  now  with  Mrs.  Bofwellj  make  my 
compliments  to  her,  and  to  the  litde  peopkr 

"  Don't  burn  papers ;  they  may  be  fafe  enough  in  your  own  box,— you  will 
"wifh  to  fee  them  hereafter." 

I*  the  fame. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  TO  the  letters  which  I  have"  written  about  your  great  queftion  I 
have  nothing  to  add.  If  your  confeience  is  fatisfied,  you  have  now  only 
your  prudence  to  confult.  I  long  for  a  letter,  that  I  may  know  how  this 
troublefome  and  vexatious  queftion  is  at  laft  decided  5.  I  hope  that  it  will 
at  laft  end  well.  Lord  Hailes's  letter  was  very  friendly,  and  very  feafonable, 
but  I  think  his  averfion  from  entails  has  fomething  in  it  like  fuperftition. 
Providence  is  not  counteracted  by  any  means  which  Providence  puts  into 
our  power.  The  continuance  and  propagation  of  families  makes  a  great 
part  of  the  Jewifh  law,  and  is  by  no  means  prohibited  in  the  Chriftian 
inftitution,  though  the  neceflity  of  it  continues  no  longer.  Hereditary  tenures 
are  eftablifhed  in  all  civilifed  countries,  and  are  accompanied  in  moft  with 
hereditary  authority.  Sir  William  Temple  confiders  our  conftitution  as  defeftive, 
that  there  is  not  an  unalienable  eftate  in  land  conneded  with  a  peerage :  and 
Ldrd  Bacon  mentions  as  a  proof  that  the  Turks  are  Barbarians,  their  want  of 
Stirpes,  as  he  calls  them,  or  hereditary  rank.     Do  not  let  your  mind,  when  it 

9  The  entail  framed  by  my  father  with  various  judicious  claiifes,  was  executed  by  him  and' 
me,  fettling  the  eftate  upon  the  heirs  male  of  his  grandfather,  which  I  found  had  been  already 
done  by  my  grandfather,  imperfectly,  but  fo  as  to  be  defeated  only  by  felling  the  lands.  I 
was  freed  by  Dr.  Johnfon  from  fcruples  of  confeientions  obligation,  and  could,  therefore,  gratify 
my  father.  But  my  opinion  and  partiality  for  male  fucceflion,  in  its  full  extent,  remained 
unfhaken.  Yet  let  me  not  be  thought  harm  or  unkind  to  daughters ;  for  my  notion  is,  that  they 
fhould  be  treated  with  great  affection  and  tendcrnefs,  and  always  participate  of  the  profperity  of 
the  family, 

Vot.  II.  C  -  is 
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is  freed  from  the  fuppofed  neceflity  of  a  rigorous  entail,  be  entangled  with: 
contrary  objeftions>  and  diink  all  entails  unlawful,  till  you  have  cogent: 
arguments,  which  I  believe  you  will  never  find*  1  am  afraid  of  Temples. 

"  I  have  now  fent  all  Lord  Hailes's  papers,  part  I  found  hiddea  in  a 
drawer  in  which  I  had  laid  them  for  fecurity,  and  had  forgotten  them.  Part 
of  thefe  are  written  twice,  I  have  returned  both  the  copies.  Part.  I  had  read 
before. 

cc  Be  fb  kind  as  to  return  JLord  Hailes  my  moft  reJpe&fal  thanks  for  his 
firft  volume;  his  accuracy  ftrikes  me  with  wonder;  his  narrative  is  far 
fiiperiour  to  that  of  Henault,  as  I  have  formerly  mentioned. 

cc  I  am  afraid  that  the  trouble,  which  my  irregularity  and  delay  has  coft 
him,  is  greater,  far  greater,  than  any  good  that  I  can  do  him  will  ever 
recompenfe,  but  if  I  have  any  more  copy,  I  will  try  to  do  better. 

cc  Pray  let  me  know  if  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  friends,  with  me,  and  pay  my 
refpe&s  to  Veronica,  and  Euphemia,  and  Alexander.     I  am,  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  hunable  fervant, 
"  Feb.  15,  1 77ft  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Br.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Feb.  to,  1776Y 
******     *- 

"YOU  have  illuminated  my  mind  and  relieved  me  from  imaginary 
ihackles  of  confeientious  obligation*  Were  it  neceflary,  I  could  immediately 
join  in  an  entail  upon  the  feries  of  heirs  approved,  by  my  father;  but  it  is 
better  not  to  ad  too  fuddenly.'^ 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Boswell. 

*Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  am  glad  that  what  I  could  think  or  fay  has  at  all  contributed  to- 
quiet  your  thoughts.  Your  refolution  not  to  adt,  till  your  opinion  is  con- 
firmed by  more  deliberation,  is  very  juft.  If -you  have  been  fcrupulous,  do 
not  now  be  rafli.  I  hope  that  as  you  think,  more?,,  and  take  opportunities  of 
talking  with  men  intelligent  in  queftions  of  property,  you  will  be  able  to 
free  yourfclf  from  every  difficulty. 

"When  I  wrote  laft,  I- fern,,  I  think,  ten  packets..  Did  you  receive  them- 
all? 

«  You 
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**  You  muft  tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  I  fufpedted  her  to  have  written  without 
your  knowledge 6,  and  therefore  did  not  return  any  anfwer,  left  a  clandeftine  ^Qfju 
correfpondence  lhould  have  been  pernicioufljr  difcovered.     I  will  write  to 
her  foon.     ****•*.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Moll  affe&ionately  yours, 

**  Feb.  24,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Having  communicated  to  Lord  Hailes  what  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  concerning 
the  qiieftion  which  perplexed  me  fo  much,  his  Lordftiip  wrote  to  me, 
<c  Your  fcruples  have  produced  more  fruit  than  I  ever  expe&ed  from  them ; 
an  excellent  diflertation  on  general  principles  of  morals  and  law." 

I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  20th  of  February,  complaining  of  melan- 
choly, and  exprefling  a  ftrong  defire  to  be  with  him ;  informing  him  that 
the  ten  packets  came  all  fafe ;  that  Lord  Hailes  was  much  obliged  to  him,  and 
laid  he  had  almoft  wholly  removed  his  fcruples  againft  entails. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

<c  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  have  not  had  your  letter  half  an  hour;   as  you  lay  fo  much 
weight  upon  my  notions,  I  fhould  think  it  not  juft  to  delay  my  anfwer.     . 

"  I  am  very  forry  that  your  melancholy  fhould  return,  and  fhould  be  fony 
likewife  if  it  could  have  no  relief  but  from  my  company.  My  counfel  you 
may  have  when  you  are  pleafed  to  require  it*  but  of  my  company  you  cannot 
in  the  next  month  have  much,  for  Mr.  Thrale  will  take  me  to  Italy,  he  fays, 
on  the  firft  of  April. 

<c  Let  me  warn  you  very  earneftly  againft  fcruples.  I  am  glad  that  you 
are  reconciled  to  your  fettlement,  and  think  it  a  great  honour  to  have  fhaken 
Lord  Hailes's  opinion  of  entails.  Do  not,  however,  hope  wholly  to  reafon 
away  your  troubles ;  do  not  feed  them  with  attention,  and  they  will  die 
imperceptibly  away.  Fix  your  thoughts  upon  your  bufinefs,  fill  your  intervals 
with,  company,  and  funfhine  will  again  break  in  upon  your  mind.  If  you 
will  come  to  me,  you  muft  come  very  quickly,  and  even  then  I  know  not 
but  we  may  fcour  the  country  together,  for  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  Oxford  and 
Lichfield  before  I  fet  out  on  this  long  journey.  To  this  I  can  only  add,  that* 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

^.Your  moft  affedtionatc  humble  fervant, 

"  March  s,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson." 

6  A  letter  to  him  on  die  intcrcfling  fubjeft  of  the  family  fettlement,  which.  I  had  read. 

C    2  & 
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To  the  fame. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  V  E  RY  early  in  April  we  leave  England,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  week  I  fhall  leave  London  for  a  lhort  time ;  of  this  I  think  it  neceflary 
to  inform  you,  that  you  may  not  be  difappointed  in  any  of  your  enterprises. 
I  had  not  fully  refolved  to  go  into  the  country  before  this  day. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Hailes;  and  mention  very 
particularly  to  Mrs.  Bofwell  my  hope  that  fhe  is  reconciled  to,  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  fervant, 
"  March.12,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson..'*    , 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  the  heirs  of  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon  prefented 
the  Untverfity  of  Oxford  with  the  continuation  of  his  Hiftory,  and  fuch  other 
of  his  Lordlhip's  manufcripts  as  had  not  been  publilhed,  on  condition  that  the 
profits  arifing  from  their  publication  fhould  be  applied  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
a  Manege  in  the  Univerfity.  The  gift  was  accepted  in  full  convocation.  A 
perfon  being  now  recommended  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  fit  to  fuperintend  this 
propofed  riding-fchool*  he  exerted  himfelf  with  that  zeal  for  which  he  was 
remarkable  upon  every-  fimilar  occafion.  But,  on  enquiry  into  the  matter,  he 
found  that  the  fcheme  was  not  likely  to  be  foon  carried  into  execution  $  the 
profits  arifing  from  the.  Clarendon  prefs  being,  from  fome  mifmanagement* 
very  fcanty.  This  having  been  explained  to  him  by  a  refpeftable  dignitary 
of  die  church,  who  had  good  means  of  knowing  it,  he  wrote  a  letter  upon 
the  fubjeft,  which  at  once  exhibits  his  extraordinary  precifion  and  acutenefe, 
and  his  warm  attachment  to  his  Alma  Mater, 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Wet  her  ell,  Mafter  of  Univerfity -College >  Oxford. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"FEW  things  are  more  unpleafant  than  the  tranfaftionof  bufinefs 
with  men  who  are  above  knowing  or  caring  what  they  have  to  do ;  fuch  as 
the  truftees  for  Lord  Cornbury's  inftitution  will,  perhaps,  appear,  when  you 
have  read  Dr.  *******  's  letter. 

"  The  laft  part  of  the  Doctor's  letter  is  of  great  importance.  The  com- 
plaint 7  which  he  makes  I  have  heard  long  ago,  and  did  not  know  but  it  was 

7  I  fuppofe  the  complaint  was,  that  the  truftees  of  the  Oxford  prefs  did  not  allow  the  London 
bookfelkxs  a  fufficient  profit  upon  vending  their  publications* 

redrefled. 
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rcdreflcd.    It  is  unhappy  that  a  pra&ice  fo  erroneous  has  not  yet  been  altered ; 

for  altered  it  muft  be,  or  our  prefs  will  be  ufelefs  with  all  its  privileges.     The  "smT&j. 

bookfellers,  who,  like  all  other  men,  have  ftrong  prejudices  in  their  own 

favour,  are  enough  inclined  to  think  the  praftice  of  printing  and  felling  books 

by  any  but  themfelves,  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  their  fraternity,  and 

have  need  of  ftronger  inducements  to  circulate  academical  publications  than 

thofe  of  one  another ;  for,  of  that  mutual  co-operation  by  which  the  general 

trade  is  carried  on,  the  Univerfity  can  bear  no  part.     Of  thofe  whom  he 

neither  loves  nor  fears,  and  from  whom  he  expefts  no  reciprocation  of  good 

offices,  why  fhould  any  man  promote  the  intereft  but  for  profit  ?     I  fuppofe, 

with  all  our  fcholaftick  ignorance   of  mankind,   we  are  (till  too  knowing 

to  expedt  that  the  bookfellers  will  ereft  themfelves  into  patrons,    and  buy 

and  fell  under  the  influence  of  a  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  promotion  of 

learning. 

"  To  the  bookfellers,  if  we  look  for  either  honour  or  profit  from  our  prefs, 
not  only  their  common  profit,  but  fomething  more  muft  be  allowed ;  and  if 
books,  printed  at  Oxford,  are  expetted  to  be  rated  at  a  high  price,  that  price 
muft  be  levied  on  the  publick,  and  paid  by  the  ultimate  purchafer,  not  by 
the  intermediate  agents.  What  price  fhall  be  fet  upon  the  book,  is,  to  the 
bookfellers,  wholly  indifferent,  provided  that  they  gain  a  proportionate  profit 
by  negotiating  the  fale. 

"  Why  books  printed  at  Oxford  fhould  be  particularly  dear,  I  am,  how-' 
ever,  unable  to  find.  We  pay  no  rent;  we  inherit  many  of  our  inftruments 
and  materials  ;  lodging  and  victuals  are  cheaper  than  at  London ;  and,  there- 
fore, workmanfhip  ought,  at  leaft,  not  to  be  dearer.  Our  expences  are 
naturally  lefs  than  thofe  of  bookfellers ;  and,  in  moft  cafes,  communities  are 
content  with  lefs  profit  than  individuals. 

"  It  is,  perhaps,  not  confidered  through  how  many  hands  a  book  often 
pafies,  before  it  comes  into  thofe  of  the  reader ;  or  what  part  of  the  profit 
each  hand  muft  retain,  as  a  motive  for  tranfmitting  it  to  the  next. 

cc  We  will  call,  our  primary  agent  in  London,  Mr.  Cadell,  who  receives 
our  books  from  us,  gives  them  room  in  his  warehoufe,  and  iflues  them  on 
demand;  by  him  they  are  fold  to  Mr.  Dilly,  a  wholefale  bookfeller,  who 
fends  them  into  the  country;  and  the  laft  feller  is  the  country  bookfeller. 
Here  are  three  profits  to  be  paid  between  the  printer  and  the  reader,  or  in  the 
flyle  of  commerce,  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  confumer ;  and  if  any 
of  thefe  profits  i$  too  penurioufly  diftributed,  the  procefs  of  commerce  is 
interrupted,  . 

«  We 


€€ 
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1776.         «  We  are  now  come  to  the  pra&ical  queftion,  what  is  to  be  done  ?    You 
Mtit~6j.  w^  te^  mc>  w*^  reaf°n*  thzt  1  have  faid  nothing,  till  I  declare  how  much, 
according  to  my  opinion,  of  the  ultimate  price  ought  to  be  diftributed  through 
the  whole  fucceflion  of  fele. 

€C  The  deduction,  I  am  afraid,  will  appear  very  great:  but  let  it  be  con- 
fidered  before  it  is  refufed.  We  muft  allow,  for  profit,  between  thirty  and 
thirty-five  per  cent,  between  fix  and  feven  (hillings  in  the  pound  j  that  is,  for 
every  book  which  cofts  the  laft  buyer  twenty  (hillings,  we  muft  charge  Mc 
Cadell  with  Something  lefs  than  fourteen.  We  muft  fet  the  copies  at  fourteen 
(hillings  each,  and  fuperadd  what  is  called  the  quarterly-book,  or  for  every 
hundred  books  (b  charged  we  muft  deliver  an  hundred  and  four. 
The  profits  will  then  ftand  thus  : 

Mr.  Cadell,  who  runs  110  hazard,  and  gives  no  credit,  will  be  paid  for 
warehoufe  room  and  attendance  by  a  (hilling  profit  on  each  book,  and  his 
chance  of  the  quarterly-book. 

cc  Mr.  Dilly,  who  buys  the  book  for  .fifteen  (hillings,  and  who  will  expedt 
the  quarterly-book  if  he  takes  five-and  twenty,  will  fell  it  to  his  country  quf- 
tomer  at  (ixteen  and  fix-pence},  by  which,  at  the  hazard  of  lofs,  and  the 
certainty  of  long  credit,  he  gains  the  regular  profit  of  ten  per  cent.  Tvhich  is 
expedted  in  the  wholefale  trade.  %        * 

cc  The  country .±>ookfeller,  buying  at  fixteen  and  fix-pence,  .and  commonly 
trufting  a  confiderabk  time,  gains  but  three  and  fix-pence,  arid,  if  he  truth 
a  year,  not  much  more  than  two  and  fix-pence;  otherwife  than  as  he  may, 
perhaps,  take  as  long  credit  as  he  gives.4 

cc  With  lefs  .profit  than  this,  and  more  you  fee  he  cannot  have,  the  country 
bookfeller  cannot  live.;  for  his  receipts  are  fmall,  and  his  debts  fometimes 

bad. 

€t  Thus,  dear  Sir,  1  have  been  incited  by  Dr.  *******  's  letter  to  give 
you  a  detail  of  the  circulation  of  books,  which,  perhaps,  every  man  has  not 
had  opportunity  of  knowing;  and  which  thofe  who  know  it,  do  not,  per- 
haps, always  diftin&ly  confider. 

**  I  am,  &c. 

«  March  ia,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson  V    - 

*  I  am  happy  in  giving  this  full  and  clear  ftatement  to  the  publick,  to  vindicate,  by  the 
authority  of  the  greateft  authour  of  his  age,  that  refpeclable  body  of  men,  the  Bookfellers  of 
London,  from  vulgar  reflections,  as  if  their  profits  were  exorbitant,  when,  in  truth,  Dr.  Johnfbn 
has  here  allowed  them  more  than  they  ufually  demand. 

Having 
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.   Having  arrived  in  London  late  on  Friday,  the  15th  of  March,  I  haftened 
next  morning  to  wait  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  his  houfe;  but  found  he  was 
removed  from  Johnfqn's-court,  No.  7,  to  Bolt-court,  No,  8,  ftill  keeping  to 
his  favourite  Fleet-ftreet.     Myrefle&ion  at  the  time  upon  this  change  as 
marked  in  my  Journal,  is,  as  follows,  c<  I  felt  a  foolifh  regret  that  he  had  left 
a  court  which  bore  his  name  3  but  it  was  not  foolifh  to  be  affe&ed  with  lbme 
tendernefs  of  regard  for  a  place  in  which  I  had  feen  him  a  great  deal,  from 
whence  I  had  often  ifHied  a  better  And  a  happier  man  than  when  I  went 
in,  and  which  had  often  appeared  to  my  imagination  while  I  trod  its  pavement, . 
in  the  folemn  darknefs  of  the  night,  to  be  facred  to  wifdom  and  p\ety." 
Being  informed  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  Borough,  I  haftened 
thither,  and  found  Mrs.  Thrale  and  him  at  breakfaft.   I  was  kindly  welcomed*. 
In  a  moment  he  was  in  a   full  glow  of  converfation,   and   I  felt  myfelf 
elevated  as  if  brought  into  another  ftate  of  being.     Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  looked 
to  each   other  while  he    talked,   and  our  looks  exprefied  our  congenial 
admiration  and  afFeftion  for  him.    I  lhall  ever  recolledt  this  fcene  with  great 
pleafure.    I  exclaimed  toJier, fC  lam  now,  intellcQ:ually,Hermippus  redivivus> 
I  am  quite  reftored  by  him,  by  transfufion  of  mind"     "  There  are  many 
(fhe  replied,)  who  admire  and  relpeft  Mr.  Johnfon,   but  you  and  I  Wye 
him." 

He  feemed  very  happy  in  the  near  profpedt  of  going  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thrale.  "  But  (faid  he,)  before  leaving  England  I  am  to  take  a  jaunt 
to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  my  native  city  Lichfield,  and  my  old  friend,  Dr. 
Taylor's,  at  Afhbourne,  in-  Derbyfhire.  I  fhall  go  in  a  few  days,  and  you, 
Bofwell,  lhall  go  with  me."  I  was  ready  to  accompany  him  j  being  willing 
even  to  leave  London  to  have  the  pleafure  of  his  converfation. 

I  mentioned  with  much  regret  the  extravagance  of  the  reprefentative  of  a* 
great  family  in  Scotland,  by  which  there  was  danger  of  its  being  ruined ;  and 
as  Johnfon  refpedted  it  for  its  antiquity,  he  joined  with  me  in  thinking  it  would 
be  happy  if  this  perfon  fhould  die.  Mrs*  Thrale  feemed  Ihocked  at  this,. 
as  feudal  barbarity ;  and  faid,  "  I  do  not  underftand  this  preference  of  the 
eftate  to  its  owner";  of  the  land  to  the  man  who  walks  upon  that  land." 
Johnson.  "Nay,.  Madam,  it  is  not  a  preference  of  the  land  to  its  owner; 
it  is  the  preference  of  a  family  to  an  individual.  Here  is  an  eftablifliment  in 
a  country,  which  is  of  importance  for  ages  not  only  to  the  chief  but  to  his 
people ;  an  eftablifliment  which  extends  upwards  and  downwards ;  that  this 
fhould  be  deftroyed  by  one  idle  fellow  is  a  fad  diing." 

3  He 
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He  faid  "  Entails  are  good,  becaufe  it  is  good  to  preferve  in  a  country, 
ferieses  of  men,  to  whom  the  people  are  accuftomed  to  lbok  up  as  to  their 
leaders.  But  I  am  for  leaving  a  quantity  of  land  in  commerce,  to  excite 
induftry  and  keep  money  in  the  country  j  for  if  no  land  were  to  be  bought  in 
a  country,  there  would  be  no  encouragement  to  acquire  wealth,  becaufe  a 
family  could  not  be  founded  there;  or  if  it  were  acquired,  it  muft  be  carried 
away  to  another  country  where  fend  may  be  bought.  And  although  the  land 
in  every  country  will  remain  the  fame,  and  be  as  fertile  where  there  is  no 
money,  as  where  there  is,  yet  all  "that  portion  of  the  happinefs  of  civil  life, 
which  is  produced  by  money  circulating  in  a  country,  would  be  loft."  Boswell. 
u  Then,  Sir,  would  it  be  for  the  advantage  of  a  country  that  all  its  lands  were 
fold  at  once?"  Johnson.  "  So  far,  Sir,  as  money  produces  good  it  would 
be  an  advantage ;  for,  then  that  country  would  have  as  much  money  circu- 
lating in  it  as  it  is  worth.  %  But  to  be  fure  this  would  be  counterbalanced  by 
difadvantages  attending  a  total  change  of  proprietors." 

I  exprefled  my  opinion  that  the  power  of  entailing  fhould  be  limited  thus : 
"  That  there  fhould  be  one  third,  or  perhaps  one  half  of  the  land  of  a  country 
kept  free  for  commerces  that  the  proportion  allowed  to  be  entailed,  fliould  be 
parcelled  out  fo  as  that  no  family  could  entail  above  a  certain  quantity.  Let  a 
family  according  to  the  abilities  of  its  reprefentatives,  be  richer  or  poorer  in 
different  generations,  or  always  rich  if  its  reprefentatives  be  always  wife :  but 
let  itsabfolute  permanency  be  moderate.  In  this  way  we  fhould  be  certain  of 
there  being  always  a  number  of  eftablifhed  roots;  and  as  in  the  courfe  of 
nature,  there  is  in  every  age  an  extinction  of  fome  families,  there  would  be 
tontinual  openings  for  men  ambitious  of  perpetuity,  to  plant  a  ftock  in  the 
entail  ground9.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  mankind  will  be  better  able  to  regu- 
late the  fyftem  of  entails,  when  the  evil  of  too  much  land  being  locked  up 
by  them  is  felt,  than  we  can  do  at  prefent  when  it  is  not  felt." 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  book  on  "  The  Wealth  of  Nations," 
which  was  juft  publifhed,  and  that  Sir  John  Pringle  had  obferved  to  me,  that 
Dr.  Smith,  who  had  never  been  in  trade,  could  not  be  expedted  to  write  well 

*  The  privilege  of  perpetuating  in  a  family  an  eftate  and  arms  indefeafibly  from  generation  to 
generation,  is  enjoyed  by  none  of  his  Majefty's  fubjecb  except  in  Scotland,  where  the  legal  fi&ion 
of  zfine  and  recovery  is  unknown.  It  is  a  privilege  fo  proud,  that  I  fliould  think  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  the  exercife  of  it  dependent  on  the  royal  prerogative.  It  fcems  abfurd  to  permit 
the  power  of  perpetuating  their  reprefentation,  to  men,  who  having  had  no  eminent  merit,  have 
truly  no  name.  The  King,  as  the  impartial  father  of  his  people,  would  never  refufe  to  grant  the 
privilege  to  thofe  who  deferved  it* 

am 
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«>nthat  fubjcft  any  more  than  a  lawyer  upon  phyfick.  Johnson.  "He  is  *776- 
miftaken,  Sir;  a  man  who  has  never  been  engaged  in  trade  himfelf  may  ^tatT  L\ 
undoubtedly  write  well  upon  trade,  and  there  is  nothing  which  requires  more 
to  be  illuftrated  by  philofophy  than  trade  does.  As  to  mere  wealth,  that  is 
to  fey,  money,  it  is  clear  that  one  nation  or  one  individual  cannot  increafe  its 
ftore  but  by  making  another  poorer :  but  trade  procures  what  is  more  valu- 
able, the  reciprocation  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  different  countries.  A 
merchant  feldom  thinks  but  of  his  own  particular  trade.  To  write  a  good 
book  upon  it,  a  man  muft  have  extenfive  views.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  have 
pra&ifed,  to  write  well  upon  a  fubjedt."  I  mentioned  law  as  a  fubjeft 
on  which  no  man  could  write  well  without  pradtice.  Johnsoi?.  fC  Why, 
.Sir,  in  England,  where  fo  much  money  is  to  be  got  by  the  praftice  of  the 
law,  moft  of  our  writers  upon  it  have  been  in  pra&ice;  though  Blackftone 
had  not  been  much  in  pra&ice  when  he  publifhed  his  c  Commentaries.'  But 
upon  the  Continent,  the  great  writers  on  law  have  not  all  been  in  pra6tice : 
Grotius,  indeed,  was ;  but  Puffendorf  was  not,  Burlamaqui  was  not." 

When  we  had  talked  of  the  great  confequence  which  a  man  acquired  by 
being  employed  in  his  profeflion,  I  fuggefted  a  4°ubt  of  the  juftice  of 
the  general  opinion,  that  it  is  improper  in  a  lawyer  to  folicit  employment; 
for  why,  I  urged,  'fhould  it  not  be  equally  allowable  to  folicit  that  as 
the  means  of  confequence,  as  it  is  to  folicit  votes  to  be  elefted  a  member  of 
parliament  ?  Mr.  Strahan  had  told  me,  that  a  countryman  of  his  and  mine, 
who  had  rifen  to  eminence  in  the  law,  had,  when  firft  making  his  way,  folicited 
him  to  get  him  employed  inv  city  caufes.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  wrong  to  ftir 
up  law-lints ;  but  when  once  it  is  certain  that  a  law-fuit  is  to  go  on,  there  is 
nothing  wrong  in  a  lawyer's  endeavouring  that  he  (hall  have  the  benefit,  rather 
than  another."  Boswell.  "  You  would  not  folicit  employment,  Sir,  if  you 
were  a  lawyer."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  but  not  becaufe  I  lhould  think  it 
wrong,  but  becaufe  I  fhould  difdaih  it."  This  was  a  good  diftinttion,  which 
will  be  felt  by  men  of  juft  pride.  He  proceeded  :  "  However,  I  would  not 
have  a  lawyer  to  be  wanting  to  himfelf  in  ufing  fair  means.  I  would  have 
him  to  injeft  a  little  hint  now  and  then,  to  prevent  his  being  overlooked." 

Lord  Mounftuart's  bill  for  a  Scotch  militia,  in  fupporting  which  his  Lord- 
fhip  had  made  an  able  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  now  a  pretty 
general  topick  of  converfation. — Johnson.  "  As  Scotland  contributes  fo  little 
land-tax  towards  the  general  fupport  of  the  nation,  it  ought  not  to  have  a 
militia  paid  out  of  the  general  fund,  unlefs  it  lhould  be  thought  for  the  general 
intereft,  that  Scotland  lhould  be  protedted  from  an  invafion,  which  no  man 

Vol.  II.  D  can 
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can  think  will  happen ;  for  what  enemy  would  invade  Scotland,  where  there  is 
nothing  to  be  got?  No,, Sir;  now  that  the  Scotch  have  not  the  pay  of  Englifhi 
foldiers  fpent  among  them,  as  fo  many  troops  are  fent  abroad,  they  are  trying  to 
get  money  another  way  by  having  a  militia  paid.  If  they  are  afraid,  and  ferioufly 
defire  to  have  an  armed  force  to  defend  them,  they  fhould  pay  for  it.  Your 
fcheme  is  to  retain  a  part  of  your  little  land-tax,  by  making  us  pay  and  clothe 
your  militia."  Boswell.  "  You  fhould  not  talk  of  we  and  youb  Sir ;  there 
js  now  an  Union"  Johnson,  "  There  muft  be  a  diftinftion  of  intereft,  while 
the  proportions  of  land-tax  are  fo  unequal.  If  Yorkfhire  fhould  fay,  c  Initead 
of  paying  our  land-tax,  we  will  keep  a  greater  number  of  militia,'  it  would 
be  unreafonable."  In  this  argument  my  friend  was  certainly  in  the  wrong.. 
The  land-tax  is  as  unequally  proportioned  between  different  parts  of  England,, 
as  between  England  and  Scotland ;  nay,  it  is  confiderably  unequal  in.  Scotland 
itfelf.  But  the  land-tax  is  but  a  fmaU  part  of  the  numerous  branches  of" 
publick  revenue,  all  of  which  Scotland  pays  precifely  as  England  does.  A 
French  invafion  made  in  Scodand  would  foon  penetrate  into  England,. 

He  thus  difcourfed  upoa  fuppofed  obligations  in  fettling  eftates : — "  Where 
a  man  gets  the  unlimited  property  of  an  eftate,  there  is  no  obligation  upon 
him  in  ju/Hce  to  leave  it  to  one  perfon  rather  than  to  another.  There  is  a 
motive  of  preference  from  kindnefs>  and  this  kindnefs  is  generally  entertained 
for  the  neareft  relation.  If  I  owe  a  particular  man  a  fum  of  money,  I  am 
obliged  to  let  that  man  have  the  next  money  I  get,  and.  cannot  in  juftice  let 
another  have  it :  but  if  I  owe  money  to  no  man,  J  may  difpofc  of  what  I  get 
as  I  pleafe.  There  is  not  a  debitum  juftiti*  to  a  man's  next  heir;  there  is  only 
a  debitum  caritatis.  It  is  plain,  then,  that  P  have  morally  a  choice,  accord- 
ing to  my  liking.  If  I  have  a  brother  in  want,  he  has  a  claim  from  affe&iom 
to  my  afliftance :  but  if  I  have  alfo  a  brother  in  want,  whom  I  like  better,  he 
has  a  preferable  claim.  The  right  of  an  heir  at  law  is  only  this,  that  he  is 
to  have  the  fucceffion  to  an  eftate,  in  cafe  no  other  perfon  is  appointed*  to  it. 
by  the  owner.     His  right  is  merely  preferable  to  that  of  the  King." 

We  got  into  a  boat  to  crofs  over  to  Black-friars ;  and  as  we  moved  along 
the  Thames,  I  talked  to  him  of  a  little  volume,  which,  altogether  unknown. 
to  him,  was  advertifed  to  be  publilhed  in  a  few  days,  under  the  title  of 
€<  Johnfoniana,  or  Bon  Mots  of  Dr.  Johnfon."  Johnson.  "Sir,  it  is  a  mighty 
impudent  thing."  Boswell.  cc  Pray,  Sir,  could  you  have'  no  redrefs  if  you 
were  to  profecute  a  publifher  for  bringing  out,  under  your  name,  what  you 
never  faid,  and  afcribing  to  you  dull  ftupid  nonfenfe,  or  making  you  fwear 
profanely,  as  m^ny  ignorant  relaters  of  your  b&n  mots  do  ?"    Johnson*  cc  No, .. 

2  Sir^ 
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Sir*  there  will  always  be  fome  truth  mix*d  with  the  falfehood,  and  how  can  »77& 
it  be  afcertained  how  much  is  true  and  how  much  is  falfe  ?  Befides,  Sir,  what  ^ta£  6?[ 
damages  would  a  jury  give  me  for  having  been  reprefented  as  fwearing  ?" 
Boswbll.  <*  I  thinks  Sir,  you  fhould  at  leaft  difavow  fuch  a  publication, 
becaufe  the  world  and  pofterity  might  with  much  plaufible  foundation  fay, 
*  Here  is  a  volume  which  was  publickly  adverrifed  and  came  out  in  Dr. 
Johnfon's  own  time,  and,  by  his  filence,  was  admitted  by  him  to  be  genuine.0 
Johnson.  "  I  fliail  give  myfelf  no  trouble  about  the  matter." 

He  was,  perhaps,  above  fuffering  from  fuch  fpurious  publications  $  but  I 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  many  men  would  be  much  injured  in  their 
reputation,  by  having  abfurd  and  vicious  fayings  imputed  to  them ;  and  that 
redrefs  ought  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  given. 

He  faid,  "  The  value  of  every  ftory  depends  on  its  being  true.  A  ftory 
is  a  pi&ure  either  of  an  individual  Or  of  human  nature  in  general :  if  it  be 
falfe,  it  is  a  pi&ure  of  nothing.  For  inftance :  fuppofe  a  man  fliould  tell  that 
Johnfon,  before  fetting  out  fot  Italy,  as  he  had  to  crofs  the  Alps,  fat  down 
to  make  himfelf  wings.  This  many  people  would  believe  $  but  it  would  be 
a  pifture  of  nothing.  *******  (naming  a  worthy  friend  of  ours,)  ufed  to 
think  a  ftory,  a  ftory,  till  I  fhewed  him  that  truth  was  effential  to  it.".  I 
obferved,  that  Foofie  entertained  us  with  ftories  which  were  not  true ;  but  that, 
indeed,  it  was  properly  not  as  narratives  that  Foote's  ftories  pleafed  us,  but  as 
colledtions  of  ludicrous  images.  Johnson.  "  Foote  is  quite  impartial,  for 
he  tells  lies  of  every  body/' 

The  importance  of  ftrift  and  lcrupulous  veracity  cannot  be  too  often  incul- 
cated.    Johnfon  was  known  to  be  fo  rigidly  attentive  to  it,  that  even  in  his 
common  converfation  the  flighteft  circumftance  was  mentioned  with  exadt 
precifion.     The  knowledge  of  his  having  fuch  a  principle  and  habit  made 
his  friends  have  a  perfect  reliance  on  the  truth  of  every  thing  that  he  told,  how- 
ever }j  might  have  been  doubted  if  told  by  many  others.     As  an  inftance  of 
this,  I  may  mention  an  odd  incident  which  he  related  as  having  happened  to 
him  one  night  in  Fleet-ftreet.  "  A  gentlewoman  (faid  he)  begged  I  would  give 
her  my  arm  to  aflift  her  in  crofting  the  ftreet,  which  I  accordingly  did  i  upon 
which  (he  ofiered  me  a  fhillihg,  fuppofing  me  to  be  the  watchman.     I  per- 
ceived that  (he  was  fomewhat  in  liquor."    This,  if  told  by  moft  people* 
would  have  been  thought  an  invention  2  when  told  by  Johnfon,  it  was  believed 
by  his  friends  as  much  as  if  they  had  feen  what  paffed. 
We  landed  at  the  Temple-ftairs,  where  we  parted. 

D  2  I  found 
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I  found  him  in  the  evening  in  Mrs.  Williams's,  room.  We  talked  of 
religious  orders.  He  faid,  "  It  is  as  unreafonablte  for  a  man  to  go  into  a  Car- 
thufian  convent,  for  fear  of  being  immoral,  as  for  a  tnan  to  cut  off  his  hands  for 
fear  he  Ihould  Ileal.  There  is,  indeed*  great  refolution  in  the  immediate  a£t 
of  difmembering  himfelf  \  but  when  that  is  once  done,  he  has  no  longer  any 
merit :  for  though  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  fteal,  yet  he  may  all  his  life  be 
a  thief  in  his  heart.  So  when  a  man  has  once  become  a  Carthufian,  he  is 
obliged  to  continue  fo,  whether  he  choofes  it  or  not.  Their  filence,  too,  is* 
abfurd.  We  read  in  the  golpel  of  the  apoftles  being  lent  to  preach,  but  not 
to  hold  their  tongues.  All  feverity  that  does  not  tend  to  increafe  good,  or 
prevent  evil,  is  idle.  I  laid  to  the  Lady  Abbefs  of  a  convent,  €  Madam,  you 
are  here,  not  for  the  love  of  virtue,  but  the  fear  of  vice.'  She  laid,  c  She 
Ihould  remember  this  as  long  as  Ihe  lived."  I  thought  it  hard  to  give  hen 
this  view  of  her  fituation,  when  fhe  could  not  help  it ;  and,  indeed,  I  won- 
dered at  the  whole  of  what  he  now  faidj  becaufe,  both  in  his  "Rambler"' 
and  cc  Idler,"  he  treats  religious  aufterities  with  much  folemnity  of  relpe£t. 

Finding  him  ftill  perfevering  in  his  abftinence  from  wine,  I.  ventured  to 
fpeak  to  him  of  it— -Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  have  no  obje&ion  to  a  man's  drinking- 
wine,  if  he  can  do  it  in  moderation.  I  found  myfelf  apt  to  go  to  excefs  in  it, 
and  therefore,  after  having  been  for  fome  time  without  it,  on  account  of  ill— 
nefs,  I  thought  it  better  not  to  return  to  it.  Every  man  is  to  judge  for 
himfelf,  according  to  the  effefts  which  he  experiences.  One  of  die  fathers- 
tells  us,  he  found  falling  made  him  fo  peevilh  that  he  did  not  pra&ife  it." 

Though  he  often  enlarged  upon  the  evil  of  intoxication,  he  was  by  no 
means  harfli  and  unforgiving  to  thofe  who  indulged  in  occafional  excels  in  wine. 
One  of  his  friends,  I  well  remember,  came  to  fup  at  a  tavern  with  him  and 
fome  other  gendemenr  and  too  plainly  difcovered  that  he  had  drunk  too 
much  at  dinner.  When  one  who  loved  mifchief,  thinking  to  produce  a  fevere 
cenfore,  alked  Johnfon,  fome  days  afterwards,  "  Well,  Sir,  what,  did  your 
friend  lay  to  you,  as  an  apology  for  being  in  fuch  a  fituation?"  Johnfon 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  he  faid  all  that  a  man  Jbould  fay :  he  laid  he  was  forry 
for  it." 

I  heard  him  once  give  a  very  judicious  pradtical  advice  upon  this  fubjed: : 
c<  A  man,  (faid  he,)  who  has  been  drinking  wine  at  all  freely,  Ihould  never  go 
into  a  new  company.  With  thofe  who  have  partaken  of  wine  with  him,  he 
may  be  pretty  well  in  unifon  \  but  he  will  probably  be  ofienfive,  or  appear 
ridiculous,  to  other  people. 

He 
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He  allowed  very  great  influence  to  education.  "  I  do  not  deny,  Sir,  but  177& 
there  is  forne  original  difference  in  minds ;  but  it  is  nothing  in  companion  of  [&&{'&< 
what  is  formed  by  education.  We  may  inftance  the  fcience  of  numbers,  which 
all  minds  are  equally  capable  of  attaining ;  yet  we  find  a  prodigious  difference 
in  the  powers  of  different  men,  in  that  refpedb,  after  they  are  grown  upf 
becaufe  their  minds  have  been  more  or  lefs  exercifed  in  it ;  and  I  think  the 
lame  caufe  will  explain  the  difference  of  excellence  in  other  things,  gradations 
admitting  always  fome  difference  in  the  firft  principles." 

This  is  a  difficult  fubjedt  -,  but  it  is  beft  to  hope  that  diligence  may  do  a  ' 
great  deal.     We  wc/tire  of  what  it  can  do,  in  increafing  our  mechanical  force 
and  dexterity. 

I  again  vifited  him  on  Monday.  He  took  occafion  to  enlarge,  as  he 
often  did,  upon  the  wretchednefs  of  a  fea-life.  <c  A  fhip  is  worfe  than  a 
gaol.  There  is,  in  a  gaol,  better  air,  better  company,  better  conveniency  of 
every  kind ;  and  a  fhip  has  the  additional  difadvantage  of  being  in  danger. 
When  men  come  to  like  a  fea-life,  they  are  not  fit  to  live  on  land." — "  Then 
(faid  I,)  it  would  be  cruel  in  a  father  to  breed  his  fon  to  the  fea."  Johnson, 
**  It  would  be  cruel  in  a  father  who  thinks  as  I  do.  Men  go  to  fea,  before 
they  know  the  unhappinefs  of  that  way  of  life ;  and  when  thejr  have  come  to 
know  it,  they  cannot  efcage  from  it,,  becaufe  it  is  then  too  late  to  choofe 
another  profeffion  j  as  indeed  is  generally  the  cafe  with  men,  when  they  have 
once  engaged  in  any  particular  way  of  life.? 

On  Tuefday,  March  19,  which  was  fixed  for  our  propofed  jaunt,  we  met 
in  the  morning  at  the  Somerfet  ooffee-houfe  in  the  Strand,  where  we  were 
taken  up  by  the  Oxford  coach.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Gwyn,  the 
architedt;  and  a  gentleman  of  Merton  College,  whom  we  did  not  know,  had 
the  fourth  feat.  We  foon  got  into  converfation ;  for  it  was  very  remarkable 
of  Johnfon,  that  the  prefence  of  a  ftranger  was  no  reftraint  upon  his  talk. 
I  obferved  that  Garrick,  who  was  about  to  quit  the  ftage,  would  foon  have 
an  eafier  life.  Johnson.  <c  I  doubt  that,  Sir."  Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  he  wiH 
be  Atlas  with  the  burthen  off  his  back."  Johnson.  "  But  I  know  not,  Sir,  if 
he  will  be  fb  fteady  without  his  load.  However,  he  fhould  never  play  any 
more,  but  be  entirely  the  gendeman,  and  not  partly  the  player :  he  fhould  no 
longer  fubjeft  himfelf  to  be  hifled  by  a  mob,  or  to  be  infblently  treated  by 
performers,  whom  he  ufed  to  rule  with  a  high  hand,  and  who  would  gladly 
retaliate."  Boswell.  cc  I  think  he  fhould  play  once  a  year  for  the  benefit  of 
decayed  aftors,  as  it  has  been  faid  he  means  to  do.  7     Johnson.  "  Alas; , 

Sir!  he  will  foon  be  a  decayed  a&or  himfelf." 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  ornamental  arcbite&urc,  fuch  as  mag- 
nificent columns  fupporting  a  portico,  or  expenfive  pilafters  fupporting  merely 
their  own  capitals,  fC  becaufe  it  confumes  labour  difproportionatc  to  its 
utility."  For  the  fame  reafon  he  fatyrifed  ftatuary.  *c  Painting  (faid  he,) 
confumes  labour  not  difproporrionate  to  its  effe&j  but  a  fellow  will  hack  half 
a  year  at  a  block  of  marble  to  make  fomething  in  ftone  that  hardly  refembles 
a  man*  The  value  of  ftatuary  is  owing  to  its  difficulty.  You  would  not 
value  the  fineft  head  cut  upon  a  carrot."  Here  he  feerned  to  me  to  be 
ftrangely  deficient  in  tafte  j  for  furely  ftatuary  is  a  noble  art  of  imitation,  and 
preferves  a  wonderful  expreflion  of  the  varieties  of  the  human  frame ;  and 
aldiough  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  circumftances  of  difficulty  enhances  the 
value  of  a  marble  head,  we  fhould  confider,  that  if  it  requires  a  long  time 
in  the  performance,   it  has  a  proportionate  value  in  durability. 

Gwyn  was  a  fine  lively  ratding  fellow.  Dr.  Johnfon  kept  him  in  fubje&ion, 
but  with  a  kindly  authority.  The  fpirit  of  the  artift,  however,  rofe  againft 
what  he  thought  a  Gothick  attack,  and  he  made  a  brifk  defence.  *c  What, 
Sir,  will  you  allow  no  value  to  beauty  in  archite&ure  or  in  ftatuary  ?  Why 
ihould  we  allow  it  then  in  writing  ?  Why  do  you  take  the  trouble  to  give  us 
fo  ma,ny  fine  alkifions,  and  bright  images,  and  elegant  phrafes  ?  You  might 
.convey  all  your  inftru&ion  without  thefe  ornaments."  Johnfon  fmiled  with 
complacency  i  but  faid,  cc  Why,  Sir,  all  thefe  ornaments  are  ufeful*  becaufe 
they  obtain  an  eafier  reception  for  truth ;  but  a  building  is  not  at  all  more 
convenient  for  being  decorated  with  fuperfluous  carved  work." 

Gwyn  at  laft  was  lucky  enough  to  make  one  reply  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  which 
he  allowed  to  be  excellent.      Johnfon   cenfured  him  for  taking  down  a 

* 

church  which  might  have  flood  many  years,  and  building  a  new  one  at  a 
different  place,  for  no  other  reafon  but  that  there  might  be  a  direft  road  to 
a  new  bridge  j  and  his  expreflion  wa»,  "  You  are  taking  a  church  out  of  the 
way,  that  the  people  may  go  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  bridge," — "  No,  Sir 
(faid  Gwyn)  J  am  putting  the  church  in  the  way,  that  the  people  may  not 
ga  out  of  the  way."  Johnson,  (with  a  hearty  loud  laugh  of  approbation,) 
«  Speak  no  more.     R?ft  your  colloquial  fame  upon  this." 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Oxford,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  went  dire&ly  to  Univerfity 
College,  but  were  difappointed  on  finding  that  one  of  the  fellows,  his  friend 
Mr.  Scott,  who  accompanied  him  from  Newcaftk  to  Edinburgh,  was  gone 
to  the  country.  We  put  up  at  the  Angel  inn,  and  paffed  the  evening 
by  ourfelves  in  eafy  and  familiar  converfation.  Talking  of  conftitutional 
melancholy,  he  obferved,  «  A  man  fo  afflicted,  Sir,  muft  divert  difbreffing 

thoughts, 
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thoughts,  and  not  combat  with  them."  Boswell.  "  May  not  he  think  them 
down,  Sir?"  Johnson,  "No,  Sin  To  attempt  to  think  thtm^dovon  is  ^ta£  ^ 
madnels.  He  lhould  have  a  lamp  conftantly  burning  in  his  bed-chamber 
during  the  night,  and  if  wakefully  difturbed,  take  a  book,,  and  read,  and 
compote  himfelf  to  reft.  To  have  the  management  of  the  mind  is  a  great 
art,  and  it  may  be  attained  in  a  confiderahle  degree  by  experience  and 
habitual  exercife."  Boswell*  cc  Should  not  he  provide  amufements  for  him- 
felf ?  Would  it  not,,  for  inftance,  be  right  for  him  to  take  a  courfe  of  .  ' 
chymiftry  ?"  Johnson.  cc  Let  him  take  a  courfe  of  chymiftry,  or  a  courfe  of 
rope-dancing,  or  a  courfe  of  any  thing  to  which  he  is  inclined  at  the  time. 
Let  him  contrive  to  have  as  many  retreats  for  his  mind  as  he  can^  as  many 
things  to  which  it  can  fly  from  itfelf  Burton's  c  Anatomy  of  Melancholy*  is- 
a  valuable  work.  It  is,  perhaps,  overloaded  with  quotation.  ,  But  there  is  great 
fpirit  and  great  power  in  what  Burton  fays,  when  he  writes  from  his  own  mind." 

Next  morning  we  vifited  Dr.  Wetherell,  Matter  of  Univerfity  College,, 
with  whom  Dr.  Johnfon  conferred  on  the  moft  advantageous  mode  of 
difpofing  of  the  books  printed  at  the  Clarendon  prefs„  on  which  fubjeft  his 
letter  has  -been  inferted  in  a  former  page.  I  often  had  occafion  to  remark, 
Johnfon  loved  bufinefs,  loved  to  have  his  wifdom  a&ually  operate  on  real 
life.  Dr.  Wetherell  and  I  talked  of  him  without  referve  in  his  own  prefence. 
WfeTHERELL.  "  I  would  have  given  him  a  hundred  guineas  if  he  would- 
have  written  a  preface  to  his  *  Political  Tra&s/  by  way  of  a  Difcourfe  on  the 
Britilh  Confutation."  Boswell.  a  Dr.  Johnfon,  though  in  his  writings,  and 
upon  all  occafions  a  great  friend  to  the  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate,. 
has  never  written  exprefsly  rn  fiipport  of  either.  There  is  really  a  claim 
upon  him  /or  both.  .  I  am  fure  he  could  give  a  volume  of  no  great  bulk 
upon  each,  which  would  comprife  all  the  fubftance,  and  with  his  fpirit  would 
effedhially  maintain  them.  He  fhould  erc<St  a  fort  on  the  confines  of  each." 
I  could  perceive  that  he  was  difpleafed  by  this  dialogue.  He  burft  out,. 
•*  Why  fhould  /  be  always  writing  ?"  I  hoped  he  was  confeious  that  the  debt 
was  juft,  and  meant  to  difcharge  it,  though  he  difliked  being  dunned. 

We  'then  went  to  Pembroke  College,  and  waited  on  his  old  friend  Dr.. 
Adams,  the  mafter  of  it,  whom  I  found  to  be  a  moft  polite,  pleafing,  com- 
municative man.  Before  his  advancement  to  the  headfhip  of  his  College,. 
I  had  intended  to  go  and  vifit  him  at  Shrewfbury,  where  he  was  redtor  of 
St,  Chad's,  in  order  to  get  from  him  what  particulars  he  could  recoiled  of 
Johnfbn's  academical   life.      He    now   obligingly   gave   me  part  of  that. 

authentick. 
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in6>     authentick  information,  which,  with  what  I  afterwards  owed  to  his  kindnefs, 
Mt2LU&j.  w^  be  f°und  incorporated  in  its  proper  place  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Adams  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  an  able  anfwer  to  David  Hume's 
cc  Eflay  on  Miracles."  He  told  me  he  had  once  dined  in  company  with 
Hume  in  London;  that  Hume  Ihook  hands  with  him,  and  faid,  "  You  have 
treated  me  much  better  than  I  deferve;"  and  that  they  exchanged  vifits. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  objedt  to  treating  an  infidel  writer  with  fmooth  civility. 
Where  there  is  a  controverfy  concerning  a  paffage  in  a  claflick  authour,  or 
concerning  a  queftion  in  antiquities,  or  any  other  fubjedt  in  which  human 
happinefs  is  not  deeply  interefted,  a  man  may  treat  his  antagonift  with 
politenefs  and  even  refpedt.  But  where  the  controverfy  is  concerning  the  truth 
of  religion,  it  is  of  fuch  vaft  importance  to  him  who  maintains  it,  to  obtain 
the  viftory,  that  the  perfbn  of  an  opponent  ought  not  to  be  fpared.  If  a  man 
firmly  believes  that  religion  is  an  invaluable  trealure,  he  will  confider  a  writer 
who  endeavours  to  deprive  mankind  of  it  as  a  robber-,  he  will  look  upon  him 
as  odious  >  though  the  Infidel  may  think  himifelf  in  the  right.  A  robber  who 
reafons  as  the  gang  do  in  the  "  Beggar's  Opera,"  who  call  themfelves 
practical  philofophers,  and  may  have  as  much  fmcerity  as  pernicious  fpecu- 
lative  philofophers,  is  not  the  lefs  an  objedt  of  juft  indignation.  An  aban- 
doned profligate  may  think  that  it  is  not  wrong  to  debauch  my  wife;  but 
ihall  I,  therefore,  not  deteft  him  ?  And  if  I  <ratch  him  making  an  attempt 
lhall  I  treat  him  with  politenefs  ?  No,  I  will  kick  him  down  ftairs,  or  run 
him  through  the  body :  that  is,  if  I  really  love  my  wife,  or  have  a  true 
rational  notion  of  honour.  An  Infidel  then  fhould  not  be  treated  handfomely 
by  a  Chriflian,  merely  becaufe  he  endeavours  to  rob  with  ingenuity.  I  do 
declare,  however,  that  I  am  exceedingly  unwilling  to  be  provoked  to  anger, 
and  could  I  be  perfuaded  that  truth  would  not  fuffer  from  a  cool  moderation 
in  its  defenders,  1  fhould  wifh  to  preferve  good  humour,  at  leaft,  in  every 
controverfy;  nor,  indeed,  do1 1  fee  why  a  man  fhould  lofe  his  temper  while 
he  does  all  he  can  to  refute  an  opponent.  I  think  ridicule  may  be  fairly 
ufed  againft  an  infidel ;  for  inftance,  if  he  be  an  ugly  fellow,  and  yet  abfurdly 
vain  of  his  perfon,  we  may  contraft  his  appearance  with  Cicero's  beautiful 
image  of  Virtue,  could  fhe  be  feen.  Johnfon  coincided  with  me  and  faidf 
"  When  a  man  voluntarily  engages  in  an  important  controverfy,  he  is  to  do 
all  he  can  to  leffen  his  antagonift,  becaufe  authority  from  perfonal  refpedt  has 
much  weight  with  moft  people^  and  often  more  than  reafoning.  If  my 
antagonift  writes  bad  language,  though  that  may  not  be  eflential  to  the 
queftion,  I  will  attack  him  for  his  bad  language."    Adams.  "  You  would 

i  not 
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mot  joftle  a  chimney-fweeper."    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  it  were  neceflary 
xo  joftle  him  down" 

Dr.  Adams  told  us,  that  in  fome  of  the  Colleges  at  Oxford,  the  fellows 
'had  excluded  the  ftudents  from  focial  intercourfe  with  them  in  the  common 
room.  Johnson.  cc  They  are  in  the  right,  Sir,  for  there  can  be  no  real 
converfation,  no  fair  exertion  of  mind  amongft  them,  if  the  young  men  are  by; 
for  a  man  who  has  a  character  does  not  choofe  to  ftake  it  in  their  prefence." 
Boswell.  c<  But,  Sir,  may  there  not  be  very  good  converfation  without  a 
<ronteft  for  fuperiority?"  Johnson.  "  No  animated  converfation,  Sir,  for  it 
cannot  be  but  one  or  other  will  come  off  fuperiour.  I  do  not  mean  that  the 
viftor  muft  have  the  better  of  the  argument,  for  he  may  take  the  weak  fide; 
but  his  fuperiority  of  parts  and  knowledge  will  neceflarily  appear:  and  he 
to  whom  he  thus  fhews  himfelf  fuperiour  is  leffened  in  the  eyes  of  the  young 
men.  You  know  it  was  faid,  c  Mcdlem  cum  Scaligero  errare  quam  cum  Ciavio 
reftb  fapere?  In  the  fame  manner  take  Bentley's  and  Jafon  de  Neres' 
Comments  upon  Horace,  you  will  admire  Bentley  more  when  wrong,  than 
Jafon  when  right." 

We  walked  with  Dr.  Adams  into  the  matter's  garden,  and  into  the 
common  room.  Johnson,  (after  a  reverie  of  meditation,)  "  Aye !  Here 
I  ufed  to  play  at  drafts  with  Phil.  Jones  and  Fludyer.  Jones  lflved  beer, 
and  did  not  get  very  forward  in  the  church.  Fludyer  turned  out  a  fcoundrel, 
a  Whig,  and  faid  he  was  afhamed  of  having  been  bred  at  Oxford.  He  had 
a  living  at  Putney,  and  got  under  the  eye  of  fome  retainers  to  the  court  at 
that  time,  and  fo  became  a  violent  Whig :  but  he  had  been  a  fcoundrel  all 
along,  to  be  lure."  Boswell.  cc  Was  he  a  fcoundrel,  Sir,  in  any  other  way 
than  being  a  political  fcoundrel  ?  Did  he  cheat  at  drafts  ?"  Johnson.  cc  Sir, 
we  never  played  for  money" 

He  then  carried  me  to  vifit  Dr.  Bentham,  Canon  of  Chrift-Church,  and 
Divinity  Profeflbr,  with  whofe  learned  and  lively  converfation  we  were  much 
pleafed.  He  gave  us  an  invitation  to  dinner,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me 
was  a  high  honour.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  dine  with  the  Canons  of 
Chrift-Church."  We  could  not  accept  his  invitation,  as  we  were  engaged 
to  dine  at  Univerfity  College.  We  had  an  excellent  dinner  there,  with  the 
Mafter  and  Fellows,  it  being  St.  Cuthbert's  day,  which  is  kept  by  them  as  a 
feftival,  as  he  was  a  faint  of  Durham,  with  which  this  College  is  much 
connefted. 

We  drank  tea  with  Dr.  Home,  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College,  now  Bilhop » 
of  Norwich,    of  whofe  abilities,  in  different  relpe&s,   the  publick  has  had 

Vol.  II,  E  eminent 
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eminent  proofs,,  and  the  efteem  annexed  to  whole  chara&er  was  increaleJ 
by  knowing  him  perfonally.  He  had  talked  of  publifhing  an  edition  of 
Walton's  Lives,  but  had  laid  afide  that  defign,  upon  Dr.  Johnfon's  telling 
him,  from  miftake,  that  Lord  Haiks  intended  to  do  it.  I  had  wilhed  to* 
negociate  between  Lord  Hailes  and  him>  that  one  or  other  fliould  perform  fa 
good  a  work.  Johnson.  "  In  order  to  da  it  well,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
colleft  all  the  editions  of  Walton's  Lives.  By  way  of  adapting  die  book  to* 
the  tafte  of  the  prefent  age,  they  have,  in  a  later  edition*  left  out  a,  vifion- 
which  he  relates  Dr.  Donne  had,  but  it  fhould  be  reftored  j  and  there  fliould  ba 
a  critical  catalogue  given  of  the  works  of  the  different  perfons  whofe  lives 
were  written  by  Walton,  and  therefore  their  works  muft  be  carefully  read  by. 
the  editor." 

We  then  went  to  Trinity  College,,  where  he  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Warton,  with  whom  we  pafled  a  part  of  the  evening.  We  talked  of 
biography.— Johnson.  u  It  is  rarely  well  executed..  They  only  who  live 
with  a  man  can  write  his  life  with  any  genuine  exaftnefs  and  difcrimination  ; 
and  few  people  who  have  lived  with  a  man  know  what  to  remark  about  him.- 
The  chaplain  of  a  late  Bifliop,  whom  I  was  to  affift  in  writing  fome  memoirs 
of  his  Lordfhip,  could  tell  me  almoft  nothing/* 

I  faid,  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley's  life  fliould  be  written,  as  he  had  been  fo  muck 
connefted  with  the  wits  of  his  time,  and  by  his  literary  merit  had  railed  him- 
felf  from  the  ftation  of  a  footman;  Mr.  Warton  faid,  he  had  publifhed  a  litde 
volume  under  the  title  ofv  cc  The  Miife  in  Livery."  Johnson.  €C  I  doubt 
whether  Dodfley's  brother  would  thank  a  man  who  fliould  write  his  life:  yet 
Dodfley  himfelf  was  not  upwilling  that  his  original  low  condition  fliould  be 
recollefted.  When  Lord  Lyttekon's  *  Dialogues  of  the  Dead  *  came  out,  one 
of  which  is  between  Apicius,  an  ancient  epicure,  and  Darteneuf,  a  modera 
epicure,  Dodfley  faid  to  me,  '  I  knew  Darteneuf  well,  for  I  was  once  hi& 
footman." 

Biography  led  us  to  fpeak  of  Dr.  John  Campbell,. who  had  written  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  "  Biograpbia  Bfitatmica"  Johnfon,  though  he  valued  him  highly* 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  not  fo  much  in  his  great  work,  "  A  Political 
Survey  of  Great-Britain,"  as  the  world  had  been  taught  to  expeft  5  and  had 
laid  to  me,  that  he  believed  Campbell's  di(appointment„  on  account  of  the  bad 
iuccefs  of  that  work,  had  killed  him.  He  this  evening  obferved  of  it,  cc  That 
work  was  his  death."  Mr.  Warton,  not  adverting  to  his  meaning,  anfwered, 
"  I  believe  fo ;  from  the  great  attention  he  beftowed  on  it."  Johnson,  u  Nay> 
Sir,  he  died  of  want  of  attention,  if  he  died  at  all  by  that  book." 

I  *  We 
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We  calked  of  a  work  much  in  vogue  at  that  time,  written  in  a  very  melliflu-  «  77$- 
©us  ftyle,  but  which,  under  pretext  of  another  fubjeft,  contained  much  artful  ^tat\  6^ 
infidelity.  I  faid  it  was  not  fair  to  attack  us  thus  unexpectedly  j  he  fhould 
have  warned  us  of  our  danger,  before  we  entered  his  garden  of  flowery 
eloquence,  by  advertifirig,  "Spring-guns  and  man-traps  fet  here."  The 
authour  had  been  an  Oxonian,  and  was  remembered  there  for  having  « turned 
•Papift."  I  obferved,  that  as  he  had  changed  feveral  times — from  the 
Church  of  England  to  the  Church  of  Rome— from  the  Church  of  Rome 
to  infidelity— I  did  not  defpair  yet  of  feeing  him  a  methodift  preacher. 
Johnson,  (laughing,)  "  It  is  faid,  that  his  range  has  been  more  extenfive, 
and  that  he  has  once  been  Mahometan.  However,  now  that  he  has  publifhed 
his  infidelity,  he  will  probably  perfift  in  it."  Boswell.  "  I  am  not  quite  fure 
of  that,  Sir." 

I  mentioned  Sir  Richard  Steele  having  publifhed  his  <f  Chriftian  Hero," 
with  the  avowed  purpofe  of  obliging  himfelf  to  lead  a  religious  life ;  yet,  that 
his  conduct  was  by  no  means  ftriftly  fuitable.  Johnson.  "  Steele,  I  believe, 
pra&ifed  the  lighter  vices." 

Mr.  Warton,  being  engaged,  could  not  fup  with  us  at  our  inn ;  we  had 
therefore  another  evening  by  ourfelves.  I  afked  Johnfon,  whether  a  man's 
being  forward  in  making  himfelf  known  to  eminent  people,  and  feeing  as 
much  of  life,  and  getting  as  much  information  as  he  could  in  every  way,  was 
not  yet  leffening  himfelf  by  his  forwardnefs.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  a  man 
always  makes  himfelf  greater,  as  he  increafes  his  knowledge." 

I  cenfured  fome  ludicrous  fantaftick  dialogues  between  two  coach-horfes, 

and  other  fuch  fluff,  which  Baretti  had  lately  publifhed.     He  joined  with  me, 

and  faid,  €<  Nothing  odd  will  do  long.     c  Triftram  Shandy*  did  not  laft."     I 

exprefled  a  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  a  lady  who  had  been  much  talked  o£ 

and  univerfally  celebrated  for  extraordinary  addrefs  and  infinuation.   Johnson. 

cc  Never  believe  extraordinary  charafters  which  you  hear  of  people.     Depend 

upon  it,  Sir,  they  are  exaggerated.     You  do  not  fee  one  man  fhoot  a  great 

deal  higher  than  another."     I   mentioned  Mr.  Burke.      Johnson.  "Yes; 

Burke  is  an  extraordinary  man.    His  ftream  of  mind  is  perpetual."    It  is  very 

pleafing  to  me  to  record,  that  Johnfon's  high  eftimation  of  the  talents  of  this 

gendeman  was  uniform  from  their  early  acquaintance.     Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 

informs  me,  that  when  Mr.  Burke  was  firft  elefted  a  member  of  parliament, 

and  Sir  John  Hawkins  exprefled  a  wonder  at  his  attaining  a  feat,  Johnfon  faid, 

"  Now  we  who  know  Burke,  know,  that  he  will  be  one  of  the  firft  men  in  this 

country."    And  once,  when  Johnfon  was  ill,  and  unable  to  exert  himfelf  as 

E  i  much 
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much  as  ufual  without  fatigue,  Mr.  Burke  having  been  mentioned,  he  faidi 
"  That  fellow  calls  forth  all  my  powers.  Were  I  to  fee  Burke  now,  it  would 
kill  me."  So  much  was  he  accuftomed  to  confider  converfation  as  a  contefly 
and  fuch  was  his  notion  of  Burke  as  an  opponent. 

Next  morning,  Thurfday,  March  21,  we  fet  out  in  a  poft-chaife  to  purfiie* 
our  ramble.  It  was  a  delightful  day,  and  we  drove  through  Blenheim 
Park.  When  I  looked  at  the  magnificent  bridge  built  by  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  over  a  fmall  rivulet,  and  recolle&ed  the  Epigram  made, 
upon  it— 

cc  The  lofty  arch  his  high  ambition  fhows, 

cc  The  ftream,  an  emblem  of  his  bounty  flows."' 

and  faw  that  now,  by  the  genius  of  Brown,  a  magnificent  body  of  water  was 
collefted,  I  faid;  "  They  have  drowned  the  Epigram/'  I  obferved  to  him, 
while  in  the  midft  of  the  noble  fcene  around  us,  €t  You  and  I,  Sir,  have,  I 
think,  feen  together  the  extremes  of  what  can  be  feen  in  Britain  j — the  wild 
rough  ifland  of  Mull,  and  Blenheim  Park." 

We  dined  at  an  excellent  inn  at  Chapel-houfe,  where  he  expatiated  on  the 
felicity  of  England  in  its  taverns  and  inns,  and  triumphed  over  the  French  for 
not  having,  in  any  perfe&ion,  the  tavern  life.  "There  is  no  private  houfe 
(faid  he,)  in  which  people  can  enjoy  themfelves  fb  well,  as  at  a  capital  tavern. 
Let  there  be  ever  fo  great  plenty  of  good  things,  ever  fo  much  grandeur,  ever 
fo  much  elegance,  ever  fo  much  defire  that  every  body  fhould  be  eafy ;  in 
the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be  :  there  muft  always  be  fome  degree  of  care 
and  anxiety.  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  is  anxious  to  entertain  his  guefts  -,  the 
guefts  are  anxious  to  be  agreeable,  to  him :  and  no  man,  but  a  very  impudent 
dog  indeed,  can  as  freely  command  what  is  in  another  man's  houfe,  as  if  it 
were  his  own.  Whereas,  at  a  tavern,  there  is  a  general  freedom  from  anxiety. 
You  are  fiire  you  are  welcome :  and  the  more  noife  you  make,  the  more 
trouble  you  give,  the  more  good  things  you  call  for,  the  welcomer  you  are. 
No  fervants  will  attend  you  with  the  alacrity  which  waiters  do,  who  are 
incited  by  the  profpeft  of  an  immediate  reward,  in  proportion  as  they  pleafe. 
No,  Sir ;  there  is  nothing  which  has  yet  been  contrived  by  man,  by  which  fb 
much  happinefs  is  produced  as  by  a  good  tavern  or  inn."  He  then  repeated, 
with  great  emotion,  Shenftone's  lines : 
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* 

"  Whoe'er  has  travelTd  life's  dull  round, 

«  Where'er  his  ftages  may  have  been, 
*  May  figh  to  think  he  ftill  has  found 

"  The  warmeft  welcome  at  an  inn  V 

In  the  afternoon,  as  we  were  driven  rapidly  along  in  the  poft-chaife,  he 
laid  to  me,  "  Life  has  not  many  things  better  than  this." 

We  flopped  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  drank  tea  and  coffee ;  and  it 
pleafed  me  to  be  with  him  upon  the  claflick  ground  of  Shaklpeare's  native 
place. 

He  fpoke  flightingly  of  Dyer's  "  Fleece." — "  The  fubjeft,  Sir,  cannot  be 
made  poetical.  How  can  a  man  write  poetically  of  ferges  and  druggets  ? 
Yet  you  will  hear  many  people  talk  to  you  gravely  of  that  excellent  poem, 
The  Fleece."  Having  talked  of  Dr.  Grainger's  "  Sugar-Cane,"  I  men- 
tioned to  him  Mr.  Langton's  having  told  me,  that  this  poem,  when  read 
%in  manufcript  at^lSir  Jolhua  Reynolds's,  had  made  all  the  affembled  wits  burft 
into  a  laugh,  when,  after  much  blank-verfe  pomp,  the  poet  began  a  new 
paragraph  thus : 

u  Now*  Mufc,  let's  fing  of  rats"  * 

And  what  increafcd  the  ridicule  was,  that  one  of  the  company,  who  flily  over- 
looked the  reader,  perceived  that  the  word  had  been  originally  mice,  and  had* 
been  altered  to  rats,  as  more  dignified  \ 

Johnfon  faid,  that  Dr.  Grainger  was  air  agreeable  man ;  a  man  who  would 
do  any  good  that  was  in  his  power*  His  tranflation  of  Tibullus,  he  thought*, 
was  very  well  done  i  but  cc  The  Sugar-Cane,  a  Poem,"  did  not  pleafe  him  * 

1  We  happened  to  lye  this  night  at  the  inn  at  Henley,  where  Shenftonc  wrote  thefe  lines. 

*  Such  ia.tkift  littk  laughable  incident,  which  has  been  often  related.  Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifhop 
•f  Dromore*  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr-Giainger,  and  has  a  particular  regard  for  his 
memory,  has  communicated  to  me  the  following  explanation  : 

"  The  paHage  in  queftion  was  originally  not  liable  to  fuch  a  perverfion ;  for  the  authour  having 
occafion  id  that  part  of  his  work  to  mention  the  havock  made  by  rats  and  mice,,  had  introduced 
the  fubjed  in  a  kind  of  mock  heroick,  and  a  parody  of  Homer  s  battle  of  the  frogs  and  mice,. 
invoking  the  Mufe  of  the  old  Grecian  bard  in  an  elegant  and  well-turned  manner.  In  that  ftate  I 
had  feen  it ;  but  afterwards,  unknown  to  me  and  other  friends,  he  had  been  perfuaded,  contrary 
to  his  own  better  judgement,  to  alter  it,  fo  as  to  produce  the  unlucky  effect  above  mentioned." 

The  BUhop  gives  this  character  of  Dr.  Grainger :— "  He  was  not  only  a  man  of  genius  and 
learning,  but  had  many  excellent  virtues  $  being  one  of  the  mod  generous,  friendly,  and  benevo- 
lent men  I  ever  knew,?' 

Vol.  II.  [EJ  &* 
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.  »775*  for,  he  exclaimed,  cc  What  could  he  make  of  a  fugar-cane  ?  One  might  as  well 
<£tat.  6j.  WI"iteJ  c  The  Parfley-Bed,  a  Poem  ;*  or,  c  The  Cabbage-Garden,  a  Poem." 
Boswell,  cf  You  muft  then  pickle  your  cabbage  with  the  Jal  atticum" 
Johnson.  "  You  know  there  is  already  c  The  Hop-Garden,  a  Poem :'  and, 
I  think,  one  could  fay  a  great  deal  about  cabbage.  The  poem  might  begin 
with  the  advantages  of  civilifed  fociety  over  a  rude  (late,  exemplified  by  the 
Scotch,  who  had  no  cabbages  till  Oliver  Cromwell's  foldiers  introduced 
them  j  and  one  might  thus  ftiew  how  arts  are  propagated  by  conqueft,  as 
they  were  by  the  Roman  arms."  He  feemed  to  be  much  diverted  with  the 
fertility  of  his  own  fancy. 

I  told  him,  that  I  heard  Dr.  Percy  was  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  wolf 
in  Great-Britain.  Johnson.  "  The  wolf,  Sir!  why  the  wolf?  Why  does 
he  not  write  of  the  bear,  which  we  had  formerly  ?  Nay,  it  is  faid  we  had  the 
beaver.  Or  why  does  he  not  write  of  the  grey  rat,  the  Hanover  rat,  as  it  is 
called,  becaufe  it  is  faid  to  have  come  into  this  country  about  the  time  that 
the  family  of  Hanover  came  ?  I  fliould  like  to  fee  €  The  Hiftory  of  the  Grey 
Rat,  by  Thomas  Percy,  Z>.  D.  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majejly"  (laughing 
immoderately).  Boswell.  "  I  am  afraid  a  court  chaplain  could  not  decently 
write  of  the  grey  rat."  Johnson.  <f  Sir,  he  need  not  give  it  the  name  of 
the  Hanover  rat."  Thus  could  he  indulge  a  luxuriant  fportive  imagination, 
when  talking  of  a  friend  whom  he  loved  and  efteemed. 

He  mentioned  to  me  the  fingular  hiftory  of  an  ingenious  acquaintance. 
cf  He  fettled  as  a  phyfician  in  one  of  the  Leeward  IQands.  A  man  was 
fcnt  out  to  him  merely  to  compound  his  medicines.  This  fellow  fet  up  as  a 
rival  to  him  in  his  practice  of  phyfick,  and  got  fo  much  the  better  of  him  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  ifland,  that  he  carried  away  all  the  bufmefs  j 
upon  which  he  returned  to  England,  and  foon  after  died." 

©n  Friday,  March  22,  having  fet  out  early  from  Henley,  where  we  had  lain 

the  preceding  night,  we  arrived  at  Birmingham  about  nine  o'clock,   and, 

after  breakfaft,  went  to  call  on  his  old  fchoolfellow  Mr.  Heftor.     A  very 

jftupid  maid,  who  opened  the  door,  told  us,  that  "  her  matter  was  gone. out; 

he  was  gone  to  the  country  j  fhe  could  not  tell  when  he  would  return."     In 

-fhort,  fhe  gave  us  a  miferable  reception ;  and  Johnfon  obferved,  "  She  would 

have' behaved  no  better  to  people  who  wanted  him  in  the  way  of  his  profef- 

£fion."     He.  faid  .to  her,  "  My  name  is  Johnfon ;  tell  him  I  called.     Will  you 

remember. the  name?"     She  anfwered  with  ruftick  fimplicity,  in  the  War- 

.wickfhire  pronunciation,  "  I  don't  underftand  you,  Sir." — "  Blockhead,  (faid 

he,)  I'll  write."    I  never  heard  die  word  blockhead  applied  to  a  woman  before, 

6  though 
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though  I  do  not  fee  why  it  fhould  not,  when  there  is  evident  occafion  for  it. 
He,  however,  made  another  attempt  to  make  her  underftan^  him,  and  roared 
loud  in  her  ear,  c<  Johnson,"  and  then  fhe  catched  the  found. 

We  then  called  on  Mr.  Lloyd,  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  He 
too  was  not  at  home ;  but  Mrs.  Lloyd  was,  and  received  us  courteoitfly,  and 
afked  us  to  dinner*  Johnfon  faid  to  me,  cc  After  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
things  at  He&or's,  this  invitation  came  very  well."  We  walked  about  the 
town,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  it  increafing. 

I  talked  of  legitimation  by  fubfequent  marriage,  which  obtained  in  the 
Roman  law,  and  ftill  obtains  in  the  law  of  Scotland.  Johnson.  "  I  think  it 
a  bad  thing ;  becaufe  the  chaftity  of  women  being  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
as  all  property  depends  upon  it,  they  who  forfeit  it  Ihould  not  have  any  poffi- 
bility  of  being  reftored  to  good  character ;  nor  fhould  the  children,  by  an  i 
illicit  conne&ion,  attain  the  full  rights  of  lawful  children,  by  the  pofteriour 
confent  of  the  offending  parties/*  vHis  opinion  upon  this  fubjedt  deferves 
confideration.  Upon .  his  principle  there  may,  at  times,  be  a  hardfhip,  and 
feemingly  a  ftrange  one,  upon  individuals ;  but  the  general  good  of  fociety  is 
better  fecured.  And, .  after  all,  it  is  unreafonable  in  an  individual  to  repine 
that  he  has  not  the  advantage  of  a  ftate  which  is  made  different  from  his  own, 
by  the  focial  inftitution  under  which  he  is  born.  A  woman  does  not  complain 
that  her  brother,  who  is  younger  than  her,  gets  their  common  father's  eftate. 
Why  then  fhould  a  natural  fon  complain,  that  a  younger  brother,  by  the  fame 
parents  lawfully  begotten,  gets  it  ?  The  operation  of  law  is  fimilar  in  both 
cafes.  Befides  j  an  illegitimate  fon,  who  has  a  younger  legitimate  brother  by 
the  fame  father  and  mother,  has  no  ftronger  claim  to  the  father's  eftate,  than  = 
if  that  legitimate  brother  had  only  the  fame  father,  .from  whom  alone  the 
eftate  defcends. 

Mr.  Lloyd  joined  us  in  the  ftreet ;  and  in  a  litde  while  we  met  Friend  Heffor,  , 
as  Mr.  Lloyd  called  him.     It  gave  me  pleafure  to  obferve  the  joy  which 
Johnfon  and  he  expreffed  on  feeing  each  other  again.     Mr.  Lloyd  and  I  left 
them  together, .  while  he  obligingly  fhewed  me  fome  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  very  curious  aflemblage  of  artificers.     We  all  met  at  dinner  at  Mr* . 
Lloyd's,   where  we  were  entertained  with  great  hofpitality.     Mr.  and  Mrs* 
Lloyd  had  been  married  the  fame  year  with  their  Majefties,  and,  like  them, 
had  been  blefled  with  a  numerous  family  of  fine  children,  their  numbers  being  , 
exa&ly  the  fame.     Johnfon  faid,   cc  Marriage  is  the  beft  ftate  for  man  in 
general;  and  every  man  is  a  worfe  man,  in  proportion  as  he  is  unfit  for  the 
married  ftate/'  " 

I  .have 
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I  have  always  loved  the  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  the  fpiritual-mindednefe 
of  the  Quakers  $  and  talking  with  Mr.  Lloyd,  I  obferved,  that  the  effential 
part  of  religion  was  piety,  a  devout  intercourfe  with  the  Divinity  j  and  that 
many  a  man  was  a  Quaker  without  knowing  it. 

As  Dr.  Johnfon  had  faid  to  me  in  the  morning,  while  we  walked  together, 
that  he  liked  individuals  among  the  Quakers,  but  not  the  fe£t ;  when  we  were 
at  Mr.  Lloyd's  I  kept  clear  of  introducing  any  queftion  concerning  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  faith.  But  I  having  afked  to  look  at  Bafkerville's  edition  of 
•*  Barclay's  Apology,'*  Jdhnfbn  laid  hold  of  it;  and  the  chapter  on  baptifm 
happening  to  open,  Johnfon  remarked,  cc  He  fays  there  is  neither  precept  nor 
pra&ice  for  baptifm,  in  the  fcriptures ;  that  is  falfe."  Here  he  was  the  aggreflbr, 
by  no  means  in  a  gentle  manner ;  and  the  good  Quakers  had  the  advantage 
.of  him ;  for  he  had-read  negligently,  and  had  not  obferved  that  Barclay  fpeaks 
of  infant  baptifm,  which  they  calmly  made  him  perceive.  Mr.  Lloyd,  how- 
ever, was  in  as  great  a  miftake ;  for  when  infilling  that  the  rite  of  baptifm 
with  water  was  to  ceafe,  when  xhc/piritual  adminiftration  of  Christ  began, 
he  maintained,  that  John  the  Baptift  faid,  <c  My  baptifm  fhall  decreafe,  but 
his  fhall  increafe."  Whereas  the  words  are,  "  He  muft  increafe,  but  /  muft 
decreafe  \" 

One  of  them  having  objedted  to  the  "  obfervance  of  days,  and  months, 

.and  years,"  Johnfon  anfwered,  cf  The  Church  does  not  fuperftitioufly  obferve 

days,  merely  as  days,  but  as  memorials  of  important  fadts.    Chriftmas  might 

be  kept  as  well  upon  one  day  of  the  year  as  another :  but  there  fhould  be  a 

ftated  day  for  commemorating  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  becaufe  there  is  danger 

i that  what  may  be  done  on  any  day,  will'be  negle&ed." 

Mr.  He&or  was  fo  good  as  to  accompany  me  to  fee  the  great  works  of 

Mr.  Bolton,  at  a  place  which  he  has  called  Soho,  about  two  miles  from 

Birmingham,  which  the  very  ingenious  proprietor  (hewed  me  himfelf  to  the 

,beft  advantage.     I  wifh  that  Johnfon  had  been  with  us ;  for  it  was  a  fcene 

which  I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  contemplate  by  his  light.     The  vaftnefs 

and  the  contrivance  of  fome  of  the  machinery  would  have  "matched  his  mighty 

mind."     I  fhall  never  forget  Mr.  Bolton's  expreffion  to  me:    "I  fell  here, 

Sir,  what  all  the  world  defires  to  have, — Power."    He  had  about  {even  hun- 

fdred  people  at  work.     I  contemplated  him  as  an  iron  chieftain,  and  he  feemed 

to  be  a  father  to  his  tribe.   One  of  them  came  to  him,  complaining  grievoufly 

4>f  his  landlord  for  having  diftrained  his  goods,     "  Your  landlord  is  in  the 

*  John  iii,  $o« 

right, 
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right,  Smith,  (faid  Bolton).     But  I'll  tell  you  what:  find  you  a  friend  who      *77& 
will  lay  down  one  half  of  your  rent,  and  I'll  lay  down  the  other  half;  and  you  -j&touty. 
fhall  have  your  "goods  again." 

From  Mr.  Heftor  I  now  learnt  many  particulars  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  early  life, 
which,  with  others  that  he  gave  me  at  different  times  fince,  have  contributed 
to  the  formation  of  this  work. 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid  to  me  in  the  morning,  "  You  will  fee,  Sir,  at  Mr.  Hedtor's, 
his  fitter,  Mrs..Carelefs,  a  clergyman's  widow.  She  was  the  firft  woman  with 
whom  I  was  in  love.  It  dropt  out  of  my  head  imperceptibly  j  but  Ihe  and  I 
ihall  always  have  a  kindnefs  for  each  other."  He  laughed  at  the  notion  that 
a  man  never  can  be  really  in  lbve  but  once,  and  confidered  it  as  a  mere 
romantick  fancy. 

On  our  return  from  Mr.  Boltonfs,  Mr.  Hedtor  took  me  to  his  houfe, 
where  we  found  Johnlbn  fitting  placidly  at  tea,   with  his  firft  love;   who,     * 
though  ijow  advanced  in  years,  was  a  genteel  woman,  very  agreeable,  and 
well-bred. 

Johnfon  lamented  to  Mr.  He&or  the  ftate  of  one  of  their  fchool-fellows, 
Mr.  Charles  Congreve,  a  clergyman,  which  he  thus  defcribed :  "  He  obtained, 
I  believe,  confiderable  preferment  in  Ireland,  but  now  lives  in  London,  quite 
as  a  valetudinarian,  afraifl  to  go  into  any  houfe  but  his  own.  He  takes  a 
fhort  airing  in  his  poft-chaife  every  day.  He  has  an  elderly  woriian,  whom 
he  calls  coufin,  who  lives  with  him,  and  jogs  his  elbow,  when  his  glafs  has 
flood  too  long  empty,  and  encourages  him  in  drinking,  in  which  he  is  very 
willing  to  be  fcncouraged ;  not  that  he  gets  drunk,  for  he  is  a  very  pious  man, 
but  he  is  always  muddy.  He  confeffes  to  one  bottle  of  port  every  day,  and 
he  probably  drinks  more.  He  is  quite  unfocial ;  his  converiation  is  mono- 
fyllabical :  ^nd  when,  at  my  laft  vifit,  I  aflted  him  what  a  clock  it  was,  that 
fignal  of  my  departure  had  fo  gleafing  an  effedt  on  him,  that  he  lprung  up 
to  look  at  his  watch,  like  a  greyhound  bounding  at  a  hare."  When  Johnfon 
took  leave  of  Mr.  Heftor,  he  faid,  "  Don't  grow  like  Congreve  j  nor  let  me 
grow  like  him,  when  you  are  near  me." 

« 

When  he  again  talked  of  Mrs.  Carelefs  to-night,  he  feemed  to  have  had 
his  affe&ion  revived  j  for  he  faid,  "  If  I-had  married  her,  it  might  have  been 
as  happy  for  me."  J^oswell.  <c  Pray,  Sir,,  do  you  not  fuppofe  that  there  are 
fifty  women  in  the  world,  widi  any  one  of  whom  a  man  may  be  as  happy,  as 
with  any  one  woman  in  particular."  Johnson.  "  Aye,  fifty  thoufand." 
Boswell.  u  Then,  Sir,  you  are  not  of  opinion  with  fome  who  imagine  that 
certain  men  and  certain  women  are  made  for  each  other  j  and  that  they  can- 

Vol,  II.  F  not 
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*77&      not  be  happy  if  they  mifs  their  counterparts."    Johnson.  "  To  be  fure  not, 

^BtoiTij.  Sir.     I  believe  marriages  would  in  general  be  as  happy,  and  often  more  fo, 

if  they  were  all  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  upon  a  due  confideration  of 

characters  and  circumftances,  without  the  parties  having  any  choice  in  the 

matter/' 

I  wifhed  to  have  ftaid  at  Birmingham  to-night,  to  have  talked  more  with 

Mr.  He&orj  but  my  friend  was  impatient  to  reach  his  native  city:  fo  we 

drove  on  that  ftage  in  the  dark,  and  were  "long  penfive  and  filent.     When  we 

came  within  the  focus  of  the  Lichfield  lamps,  "  Now  (faid  he,)  we  are  getting 

out  of  a  ftate  of  death."     We  put  up  at  the  Three  Crowns,  not  one  of  the 

great  inns,  but  a  good  old  fafhioned  one,  which  was  kept  by  Mr.  Wilkins, 

and  was  the  very  next  houfe  to  that  in  which  Johnfon  was  born  and  brought 

up,  and  which  was  Hill  his  own  property 3.    We  had  a  comfortable  fupper,  and 

got  into  high  fpirits.     I  felt  all  my  Toryifm  glow  in  this  old  capital  of  Staffbrd- 

fhire.     I  could  have  offered  incenfe  genio  loci j    and  I  indulged  in  libations  of 

that  ale,  which  Bonniface,-  in  "  The  Beaux  Stratagem,"  recommends  with 

fuch  an. eloquent  jollity. 

Next  morning  he  introduced  me  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  his  ftep-daughter. 
She  was  now  an  old  maid,  with  much  fimplicity  of  manner.  She  had  never 
been  in  London.  Her  brother,  a  Captain  in  the  navy,  had  left  her  a  fortune 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds  j  about  a  third  of  which  fhe  had  laid  out  in  building 
a  ftately  houfe,  and  making  a  handfomc  garden,  in  an  elevated  fituation  in 
Lich^ld.  Johnfon,  when  here  by  himfel£  ufed  to  live  at  her  houfe.  She 
reverenced  him,  and  he  had  a  parental  tendernels  for  her. 

We  then  vifited  Mr.  Peter  Garrick,  who  had  that  morning  received  a  letter 
from  his  brother  David,  announcing  our  coming  to  Lichfield.  He  was 
engaged  to  dinner,  but  afked  us  to  tea,  and  to  fleep  at  his  houfe.  Johnfon, 
however,  would  not  quit  his  old  acquaintance  Wilkins,  of  the  Three  Crowns. 
The  family  likenefs  of  the  Garricks  was  very  ftriking ;  and  Johnfon  thought 
that  David's  vivacity  was  not  fo  peculiar  to  himfelf  as  was  fuppofed.  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  I  don't  know  but  if  Peter  had  cultivated  all  the  arts  of  gaiety  as 
much  as  David  has  done,  he  might  have  been  as  briflc  and  lively.  Depend 
upon  it,  Sir,  vivacity  is  much  an  art,  and  depends  greatly  on  habit."  I 
believe  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this,  notwithftanding  a  ludicrous 
ftory  told  me  by  a  lady  abroad,  of  a  heavy  German  baron,  who  had  lived 

3  I  went  through  the  houfe  where  my  illuftrious  friend  was  born,  with  a  reverence  with  which 
it  doubtkfs  will  long  be  vifited.  An  engraved  view  of  it,  with  the  adjacent  buildings,  is  in 
•f  The  Gentleman's  Magazine"  for  February,  1785. 

1  much 
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much  with  the  young  Englifli  at  Geneva,  and  was  ambitious  to  be  as  lively  as 

they ;  with  which  view,  he,  with  affiduous  exertion,  was  jumping  over  the  ^^5^ 

tables  and  chairs  in  his  lodgings ;  and  when  the  people  of  the  houfe  ran  in 

and  afked,  with  furprize,  what  was  the  matter,  he  anfwered,  "  Sh9  apprens 

fetre  Jjf." 

We  dined  at  our  inn,  and  had  with  us  a  Mr.  Jackfon,  one  of  Johnfon's 
Schoolfellows,  whom  he  treated  with  much  kindnefs,  though  he  feemed 
to  be  a  low  man,  dull  and  untaught.  He  had  a  coarfe  grey  coat,  black 
waiftcoat,  greafy  leather  breeches,  and  a  yellow  uncurled  wig ;  and  his  coun- 
tenance had  the  ruddinefs  which  betokens  one  who  is  in  no  hafte  to  "  leave 
his  can."  He  drank  only  ale.  He  had  tried  to  be  a  cuder  at  Birmingham, 
but  had  not  fucceeded ;  and  now  he  lived  poorly  at  home,  and  had  fome 
fcheme  of  drefling  leather  in  a  better  manner  than  common  \  to  his  indiftindt 
account  of  which,  Dr.  Johnfon  liftened  with  patient  attention,  that  he  might 
affift  him  with  his  advice.  Here  was  an  inftance  of  genuine  humanity  and 
real  kindnefs  in  this  great  man,  who  has  been  moft  unjuftly  reprefented  as 
altogether  harfh  and  deftitute  of  tendernefs.  A  thoufand  fuch  inftances  might 
have  been  recorded  in  the  courfe  of  his  long  life ;  though,  that  his  temper 
was  warm  and  hafty,  and  his  manner  often  rough,  cannot  be  denied. 

I  few  here,  for  the  firft  time,  oat  ale;  and  oat  cakes  not, hard  as  in  Scot- 
land, but  foft  like  a  Yorkfhire  cake,  were  ferved  at  breakfaft.  It  was  pleafant  to 
me  to  find,  that  cc  Oats,"  the  **  food  of  horfes"  were  fo  much  ufed  as  the  food 
of  the  people  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  own  town.  He  expatiated  in  praife  of  Lich- 
field and  its  inhabitants,  who,  he  faid,  were  "  the  moft  fober,  decent  people 
in  England,  the  genteeleft  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  fpoke  the  pureft 
Englifh."  I  doubted  as  to  the  laft  article  of  this  eulogy  ;  for  they  had  feveral 
provincial  founds -,  as,  there,  pronounced  like  fear,  inftead  of  like  fair ;  once, 
pronounced  woonfe,  inftead  of  wunfe,  or  wonfe.  Johnfon  himfelf  never  got 
entirely  free  of  his  provincial  accent.  Garrick  fometimes  ufed  to  take  him 
off,  fqueezing  a  lemon  into  a  punch-bowl,  with  uncouth  gefticulations,  looking 
round  the  company,  and  calling  out,  "  Who's  for  poonfh  ?  " 

Very  little  bufinefs  appeared  to  be  going  forward  in  Lichfield.  I  found 
however  two  ftrange  manufadures  for  fo  inland  a  place,  fail-cloth  and 
dreamers  for  fhipsj  and  I  obferved  them  making  fome  faddle- cloths,  and 
drefling  fheepfkins :  but  upon  the  whole,  the  bufy  hand  of  induftry  feemed 
to  be  quite  flackened.  "  Surely,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  you  are  an  idle  fet  of  people." 
"  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  we  are  a  city  of  philofophers :  we  work  with  our  heads, 
and  make  the  boobies  of  Birmingham  work  for  us  with  their  hands." 

F  2  There 
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1776.  There  was  at  this  time  a  company  of  players  performing  at  Lichfield.   The 

*JEtox~.6j.  manager>  Mr.  Stanton,  fent  his  compliments,  and  requefted  leave  to  4 
wait  on  Dr.  Johnfon.  Johnfon  received  him  very  courteously,  and  he  drank  . 
a  glafs  of  wine  with  us.  He  was  a  plain  decent  well-behaved  man,  and 
exprefied  his  gratitude  to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  having  once  got  him  permifllon 
from  Dr.  Taylor  at  Afhbourne  to  play  there  upon  moderate  terms.  Garrick's 
name  was  foon  introduced.  Johnson.  "  Garrick's  converfation  is  gay  and 
grotefque.  It  is  a  difli  of  all  forts,  but  all  good  things.  There  is  no  folid 
meat  in  it :  there  is  a  want  of  fentiment  in  it.  Not  but  that  he  has  fenti* 
meat  fometimes,  and  fentiment  too  very  powerful  and  very  ple^fing :  but  it 
has  not  its  full  proportion  in  his  converfation." 

When  we  were  by  ourfelves  he  told  me,  cc  Forty  years  ago,  Sir,  I  was  in 
love  with  an  aftrefs  here,  Mrs.  Emmet,  who  adted  Flora,  in  c  Hob  in  the 
WelL"  What  merit  this  lady  had  as  an  a&refs,  or  what  was  her  figure,  o*  _ 
her  manner,  I  have  not  been  informed :  but,  if  we  may  believe  Mr*  Garrick^ 
his  old  matter's  tafte  in  theatrical  merit  was  by  no  means  refined ;  he  was  not 
an  degans  formarum  Jpettator.  Garrick  ufed  to  tell,  that  Johnfon  faid  of  an 
adtor,.  who  played  Sir  Harry  Wildair  at  Lichfield,  "  There  is  a  courtly 
vivacity  about  the  fellow ;"  when  in  faft,  according  to  Garrick's  account,  <c  he 
was  the  moft  vulgar,  ruffian  that  ever  went  upon  boards." 

We  had  promifed  Mr.  Stanton  to  be  at  his  theatre  on  Monday.  Dr.  Johnfon 
jocularly  propofed  me  to  write  a  Prologue  for  the  occafion  :  "  A  Prologue, 
by  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  from  the  Hebrides."  I  was  really  inclined  to  take 
the  hint.  Mcthought,  "  Prologue,  fpoken  before  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,'  at 
Lichfield,  1776  s"  would  have  founded  as  well  as,  "  Prologue,  fpoken  before 
the  Duke  of  York,  at  Oxford,"  in  Charles  the  Second's  time.  Much  might 
have  been  faid  of  what  Lichfield  had  done  for  Shakfpeare,  by  producing 
Johrffon  and  Garrick.     But  I  found  he  was  averfe  to  it. 

We  went  and  viewed  the  mufeum  of  Mr.  Richard  Green,  apothecary 
here*  who  told  me  he  was  proud  of  being  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's.  It 
was,  truly,  a  wonderful  colle&ion,  both  of  antiquities  and  natural  curiofities, 
and  ingenious  works  of  art.  He  had  all  the  articles  accurately  arranged, 
with  their  names  upon  labels,  printed  at  his  own  litde  prefs ;  and  on  the 
ftaircafe  leading  to  it  was  a  board,  with  the  names  of  contributors  marked  in 
gold  letters.  A  printed  catalogue  of  the  colle£tion  was  to  be  had  at  a  book- 
feller's.  Johnfon  exprefled  his  admiration  of  the  a&ivity  and  diligence  and 
good  fortune  of  Mr.  Green,  in  getting  together,  in  his  fituation,  fo  great  a  variety, 
of  things  i   and  Mr,  Green  told  me,  that  Johnfon  once  faid  to  him,  "  Sir, 

Ifhould 
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I  (hould  as  foon  have  thought  of  building  a  man  of  war,  as  of  colle&ing 
iuch  a  mufeum."     Mr.  Green's  obliging  alacrity  in  (hewing  it  was  very 
'pleafing.    His  engraved  portrait,  with  which  he  has  favoured  me,  has  a  motto 
truly  chara&eriftical  of  his  difpofition,  "  Nemo  ftbi  vivat" 

A  phyfician  being  mentioned  who  had  loft  his  pra&ice,  becaufe  his  whimfi- 
cally  changing  his  religion  had  made;  people  diftruftfiil  of  him,  I  maintained 
that  this  was  unreafonable,  as  religion  is  unconne&ed  with  medical  fkill. 
Johnson.  cc  Sir,  it  is  not  unreafonable;  for  when  people  fee  a  man  abfurd 
in  what  they  underftand,  they  may  conclude  the  fame  of  him  in  what  they  do 
not  underftand.  If  a  phyfician  were  to  take  to  eating  of  horfe-flefh,  nobody 
would  employ  him ;  though  one  may  eat  horfe-flefh,  and  be  a  very  fkilful 
phyfician.  If  a  man  were  educated  In  -an  abfurd  religion,  his  continuing  to 
profefs  it  would  not  hurt  him,  though  his  changing  to  it  would." 

We  drank  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  where  was  Mrs.  Afton, 
one  of  the  maiden  /ifters  of  Mrs.  Walmfley,  wife  of  Johnfon's  firft  friend,  and 
lifter  alfo  of  the  lady  of  whom  Johnfon  ufed  to  (peak  with  the  warmeft  admU 
ration,  by  the  name  of  Molly  Afton,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  Captain 
Brodie  of  the  navy. 

On  Sunday,  March  24,  we  breakfafted  with  Mrs.  Cobb,  a  widow  lady, 
who  livtd  in  an  agreeable  fequeftered  place  clofe  by  the  town,  called  the  Friary, 
it  having  been  formerly  a  religious  houfe.  She  and  her  niece,  Mifs  Adey, 
were  great  admirers  of  Dr,  Johnfon ;,  and  Jie. behaved  to  them  with  a  kindnefs 
and  eafy  pleafantry,  fuch  'as  we  fee  between  old  and  intimate  acquaintance. 
He  accompanied  Mrs.  Cobb  to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  I  went  to  the  cathe- 
dral,, where. I  was  very  much  delighted  wi%th.  the.mufick,,  finding  it  to  be 
peculiarly  folemn,  and  accordant  with  the  words  of  the  fervice. 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  who  was  in  a  very  lively  humour,  and 
verified  Johnfon's  faying,  that  if  he  had  Cultivated  gaiety  as  much  as  his 
brother  David,  he  might  have  equally  excelled  in  it.  He  was  to-day  quite 
a  London  narrator,  telling  us  a.  variety  of  anecdotes  with  that  earneftnefs  and 
attempt  at  mimickry  which  we  ufually  find  in  the  wits  of  the  metropolis.  Dr. 
Johnfon  went  with  me  to  the  cathedral  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  grand  and 
pleafing  to  contemplate  this  illuftrious  writer,  now  fiill  of  fame,  worfhipping 
in  ic  the-folemn  temple"  of  his  native  city. 

I  returned  to  tea  and  Coffee  at  Mr.  Peter  Garrick's,  and  then  found  Dr. 
Johnfon  at  the  Reverend  Mr.  Seward's,  Canon  Refidentiary,  who  inhabited 
the. Bifhop's  palace,  in  which  Mr.  Walmfley  lived,  and  which  had  been  the 
fcene  of  many  happy  hours  in  Johnfon's  early  life.     Mr.  Seward  had,  with 

ecclefiaftical 
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I776»  ecclefiaftical  hofpitality  and  politenefs,  alked  me  in  the  morning,  merely  as  a 
^tat.  6j.  ftranger,  to  dine  with  him ;  *nd  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  was  introduced  to 
him,  he  alked Dr.  Johnfon  and  me  to  fpend  thcevening and  fup  with  him.  He 
was  a  genteel  well-bred  dignified  clergyman,  had  travelled  with  Lord  Charles 
Fitzroy,  uncle  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  died  when  abroad,  and  he 
had  lived  much  in  the  great  world.  He  was  an  ingenious  and  literary  man, 
had  publifhed  an  edition  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  and  written  verfes  in 
Dodfley 's  collection.  His  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Johnfon's 
firft  fchoolmafter.  And  now,  for  die  firft  time,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
his  celebrated  daughter,  Mifs  Anna  Seward,  to  whom  I  have  fince  been 
indebted  for  many  civilities,  as  well  as  fome  obliging  communications  con- 
cerning Johnfon. 

Mr.  Seward  mentioned  to  us  the  obfervations  which  he  had  made  upon  the 
ftrata  of  earth  in  volcanos,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  they  were  fo  very 
different  in  depth  in  different  periods,  that  no  calculation  whatever  could  be 
made  as  to  the  time  required  for  their  formation.  This  fully  refuted  an  anti- 
mofaical  remark  introduced  into  Captain  Brydone's  entertaining  Tour,  I  hope 
heedlefsly,  from  a  kind  of  vanity  which  is  too  common  in  thofe  who  have  not 
fufficiently  ftudied  the  moft  important  of  all  fubjefts.  Dr.  Johnfon;  indeed, 
had  faid  before,  independent  of  this  obfervation,  "  Shall  all  the  accumulated 
.evidence  of  the  hiftory  of  the  world  -, — fhall  the  authority  of  what  is  unques- 
tionably the  moft  ancient  writing,  be  overturned  by  an  uncertain  remark  fuch 
as  this?" 

On  Monday,  March  25,  we  breakfafted  at  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter's.  He  had 
fent  an  exprefs  to  Dr.  Taylor's,  acquainting  him  of  our  being  at  Lichfield, 

and  Taylor  had  returned  an  anfwer  that  his  poft-chaife  fhould  come  for  us  this 
day.  While  we  fat  at  breakfaft,  Dr.  Johnfon  received  a  letter  by  the  poft, 
which  feemed  to  agitate  him  very  much.  When  he  had  read  it,  he  exclaimed, 
*(  One  of  the  moft  dreadful  things  that  has  happened  in  my  time."  The 
phrafe  my  time*  like  the  word  age,  is  ufually  underftood  to  refer  to  an  event 
of  a  publick  or  general  nature.  I  imagined  fomething  like  an  aflafiination  of 
the  King— like  a  gunpowder  plot  carried  into  execution—or  like  another  fire 
of  London.  When  alked,  <c  What  is  it,  Sir  ?"  he  anfwered,  <c  Mr.  Thrale 
has  loft  his  only  fon !"  This  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  great  affliftion  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thrale,  which  their  friends  would  confider  accordingly  •,  but  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  intelligence  of  it  was  communicated  by  Johnfon,  it 
Appeared  for  the  moment  to  be  comparatively  fmall.  I  however,  foon 
felt  a  fincere  concern,   and  was  curious  to  obferve  how  Dr.  Johnfon  would 

be 
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be  affe&ed.  He  faid,  "  This  is  a  total  extin&ion  to  their  family,  as  much  as 
if  "they  were  fold  into  captivity."  Upon  my  mentioning  that  Mr.  Thrale 
had  daughters,  who  might  inherit  his  wealth ; — "  Daughters,  (faid  Johnfon, 
warmly,)  he'll  no  more  value  his  daughters  than—"  I  was  going  to 
fpeak. — "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  don't  you  know  how  you  yourfelf  think  ?  Sir,  he 
wifhes  to  propagate  his  name."  In  fhort,  I  law  male  fucceffion  ftrong  in  his 
mind,  even  where  there  was  no  name,  no  family  of  any  long  (landing.  I 
laid,  it  was  lucky  he  was  not  prefent  when  this  misfortune  happened.  Johnson. 
**  It  is  lucky  for  me.  People  in  diftrefs  never  think  that  you  feel  enough." 
Boswell.  cc  And,  Sir,  they  will  have  the  hope  of  feeing  you,  which  will  be 
a  relief  in  the  mean  time  j  and  when  you  get  to  them,  the  pain  will  be  fb  far 
abated,  that  they  will  be  capable  of  being  confoled  by  you,  which,  in  the  firft 
violence  of  it,  I  believe,  would  not  be  the  cafe."  Johnson,  cc  No,  Sir; 
violent  pain  of  mind,  as  violent  pain  of  body,  muft  be  feverely  felt." 
Boswell.  cc  I  own,  Sir,  I  have  not  fb  much  feeling  for  the  diftrefs  of  others, 
as  feme  people  have,  or  pretend  to  have :  but  I  know  this,  that  I  would  do 
all  in  my  power  to  relieve  them."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  affeftarion  to  pre- 
tend to  feel  the  diftrefs  of  others,  as  much  as  they  do  themfelves.  It  is 
equally  fo,  as  if  one  fliould  pretend  to  feel  as  much  pain  while  a  friend's 
,leg  is  cutting  off,  as  he  does.  No,  Sir  j  you  have  expreffed  the  rational  and 
juft  nature  of  fympathy.  I  would  have  gone  to  the  extremity  of  the  earth 
to  have  preferved  this  boy." 

He  was  ibon  quite  calm.  The  letter  was  from  Mr.  Thrale's  clerk,  and 
concluded,  "  I  need  not  fay  how  much  they  wifh  to  fee  you  in  London," 
He  faid,  "  We  (hall  haften  back  from  Taylor's." 

Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  and  Ibme  other  ladies  of  the  place  talked  a  great  deal 
of  him  when  he  was  out  of  the  room,  not  only  with  veneration  but  affedtion. 
It  pleafed  me  to  find  that  he  was  fo  much  beloved  in  his  native  city. 

Mrs.  Afton,   whom  I  had  feen  the  preceding  night,  and  her  filter,  Mrs. 

Gaftrel,  a  widow  lady,  had  each  a  houfe  and  garden,  and  pleafure  ground, 

prettily  fituated  upon  Stowhill,  a  gende  eminence  adjoining  to  Lichfield. 

Johnfon  walked  away  to  dinner  there,  leaving  me  by  myfelf  without  any 

apology  j  I  wondered  at  this  want  of  that  facility  of  manners,  from  which  a  man 

has  no  difficulty  in  carrying  a  friend  to  a  houfe  where  he  is  intimate  j  I  felt  it 

very  unpleafent  to  be  thus  left  in  folitude  in  a  country  town,  where  I  was  an 

entire  ftranger,  and  began  to  think  myfelf  unkindly  defertcd ;  but  I  was  foon 

relieved,  and  convinced  that  my  friend  inftead  of  being  deficient  in  delicacy* 

had  condudted  the  matter  with  perfedt  propriety,  for  I  received  the  following 

note 
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x776-  note  in  his  hand- writing :  "  Mrs.  Gaftrel,  at  the  lower  houfe  on  Stowhill, 
Mut.  67.  tiefires  Mr.  Bpfwell's  company  to  dinner  at  two."  I  accepted  of  the 
invitation,  and  had  here  another  proof  how  amiable  his  charafter  was  in  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  knew  him  beft.  I  was  not  informed,  till  afterwards,  that 
Mrs.  Gaftrel's  hufband  was  the  clergyman  who,  while  he  lived  at  Stratford 
upon  Avon,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  Shakfpeare's  garden,  with  Gothick 
barbarity  cut  down  his  mulberry-tree,  and,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me,  did  it  to 
vex  his  neighbours.  His  lady,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  participated  in  the 
guilt  of  what  the  enthufiafts  for  our  immortal  bard  deem  almoft  a  fpecies1  of 
facrilege. 

After  dinner  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  on  the  death  of 
her  fon.  I  faid  it  would  be  very  diftrefling  to  Thrale,  but  fhe  would  foon 
forget  it,  as  fhe  had  fb  many  things  to  think  of.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  Thrale 
will  forget  it  firft.  She  has  many  things  that  fhe  may  think  of.  He  has  many 
things  that  he  muft  thirik  of;"  This  was  a  very  juft  remark  upon  the  different 
eflfeft  of  thofe  light  purfuits  which  occupy  a  vacant  and  eafy  mind,  and  thofe 
Terious  engagements  which  arreft  attention,  and  keep  us  from  brooding  over 

grief. 

He  obferved  of  Lord  Bute,  "It  was  faid  of  Auguftus,  that  it  would  have 

been  better  for  Rome  that  he  had  never  been  born,  or  had  never  died.     So 

•it  would  have  been  better  for  this   nation  if ,  Lord  Bute  had  never  been 

niinifter,  or  had  never  refigned." 

In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  Town-hall,  which  was  converted  into  a 
temporary  theatre,  and  faw  "  Theodofius,"  with  fc  The  Stratford  Jubilee.* 
I  was  happy  to  lee  Dr.  Johnfon  fitting  in  a  confpicuous  part  of  the  pit, 
and  receiving  affe&ionate  homage  from  all  his  acquaintance.  We  were  quite 
gay  and  merry.  I  afterwards  mentioned  to  him  that  I  condemned  myfelf  for 
being  fo,  when  poor  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  were  in  fuch  diftrefs.  Johnson. 
"  You  are  wrong,  Sir  5  twenty  years  hence  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  will  not 
fuffer  much  pain  from  the  death  of  their  fon.  Now,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider 
that  diftance  of  place,  as  well  as  diftance  of  time,  operates  upon  the  human 
Jfeelings.  I  would  hot  have  you  be  gay  in  the  prefence  of  the  diftreffed, 
becaufe  it  would  fhock  them;  but  you  may  be  gay  at  a  diftance.  Pain  for 
the  lofs  of  a  friend,  or  of  a  relation  whom  we  love,  is  occafioned  by  the 
want  which  we  feel.  In  time  the  vacuity  is  filled  with  fomething  elfe;  or, 
fometimes  the  vacuity  clofes  up  of  itfclf." 

Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Pearfon,  another  clergyman  here,  fupt  with  us  at  our 
inn,  and  after  they  left  us,  we  fat  up  late  as  we  ufed  to  do  in  London. 

Here 
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Here  I  fhall  record  fome  fragments  of  my  friend's  converfation  during  this 

jaunt.  ^ 

"  Marriagfe,  Sir,  is  much  more  neceflary  to  a  man  than  to  a  woman ;  for 
he  is  much  lefs  able  to  fupply  himfelf  with  domeftick  comforts.  You  will 
recoiled  my  faying  to  fome  ladies  the  other  day,  that  I  had  often  wondered 
why  young  women  fhould  marry,  as  they  have  fo  much  more  freedom,  and 
fo  much  more  attention  paid  to  them  while  unmarried,  than  when  married. 
I  indeed  did  not  mention  the  Jirong  reafon  for  their  marrying — the  mechanical 
rtfafon."  Boswell.  "  Why  that  is  a  ftrong  one.  But  does  not  imagination 
make  it  feem  much  more  important  than  it  is  in  reality  ?  Is  it  not,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  a  delufioh  in  us  as  well  as  in  women  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  yes, 
Sir;  but  it  is  a  delufion  that  is  always  beginning  again."  Boswell.  "  I  don't 
know  but  there  is  upon  the  whole  more  mifery  than  happinefs  produced  by 
that  paflion."     Johnson.  cc  I  don't  think  fo,  Sir." 

«  Never  fpeak  of  a  man  in  his  own  prefence.  It  is  always  indelicate,  and 
may  be  ofFenfiVe." 

cc  Queftioning  is  not  the  mode  of  converfation  -  among  gentlemen.  It  is 
affuming  a  fuperiority,  and  it  is  particularly  wrong  to  queftion  a  trikn  con- 
cerning himfelf.  There  may  be  parts  of  his  former  life  which  he  may  not 
wifli  to  be  made  known  to  other  perfons,  or  even  brought  to  his  own  re- 
colledtion." 

"  A  man  fhould  be  careful  never  to  tell  tales  of  himfelf  to  his  own  dis- 
advantage. People  may  be  amufed  and  laugh  at  the  time,  but  they  will  be 
remembered,  and  brought  out  againft  him  upon  fome  fubfequent  occafion." 

"  Much  may  be  done  if  a  man  puts  his  whole  mind  to  a  particular  objedt 
By  doing  fo,  Norton  has  made  himfelf  the  great  lawyer  that  he  is  allowed 
to  be." 

I  mentioned  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  a  fedtary,  who  was  a  very  religious 
man,  who  not  only  attended  regularly  on  publick  worihip  with  thofe  of  his 
communion,  but  made  a  particular  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures,  and  even  wrote  a 
commentary  on  fome  parts  of  them,  yet  was  known  to  be  very  licentious  in 
indulging  himfelf  with  women,  maintaining  that  men  are  to  be  faved  by  faith 
alone,  and  that  the  Chriftian  religion  had  not  prefcribed  any  fixed  rule  for  the 
intercourfe  between  the  fexes.  Johnson.  •"  Sir,  there  is  no  trufting  to  that 
crazy  piety." 

I  obferved  that  it  was  Arrange  how  well  Scotchmen  were  known  to  one 

another  in  their  own  country,  though  born  in  very  diftant  counties  j  for  we 

do  not  find  that  the  gentlemen  of  neighbouring  counties  in  England  are 

Vol.  II.  G     '  mutually 
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mutually  known  to  each  other.  Johnfon,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs,  at  once 
faw  and  explained  the  reafon  of  this,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  have  Edinburgh,  where 
the  gentlemen  from  all  your  counties  meet,  and  which  is  not  fo  large  but  that 
they -are  all  known.  There  is  no  fuch  common  place  of  colle&ion  in  England* 
except  London,  where  from  its  great  fize  and  diffufion,  many  of  thofe  who 
refide  in  contiguous  counties  of  England  may  long  remain  unknown  to  each 
other." 

On  Tueiday,  March  a6,  there  came  for  us  an  equipage  properly  fuited  to 
a  wealthy  well-beneficed  m  clergyman — Dr.  Taylor's  large,  roomy  poft-chaife, 
drawn  by  four  flout  plump  horfes,  and  driven  by  two  fteady  jolly  poftillions, 
which  conveyed  us  to  Afhbourne,  where  I.found  my  friend's  fchoolfellow  living 
upon  an  eftablifhment  perfectly  correfponding  with  his  fubftantial  creditable 
equipage.  His  houfe,  garden,  pleafure-grounds,  table,  in  fhort  every  thing 
good,  and  no  fcantinefs  appearing.  Every  man  fhould  form  fuch  a  plan  of 
living  as  he  can  execute  completely.  Let  him  not  draw  an  outline  wider 
than  he  can  fill  up.  I  have  feen  many  fkeletons  of  fhew  and  magnificence 
which  excite  at  once  ridicule  and  pity.  Dr.  Taylor  had  a  good  ,eftate  of  his 
own,  and  good  preferment  in  the  church,  being  a  prebendary  of  Weflminfler, 
and  reftor  of  Bofworth.  He  was  a  diligent  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  prefided 
over  the  town  of  Afhbourne,  to  the  inhabitants  of  which  I  was  told  he  was 
very  liberal ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this  it  was  mentioned  to  me,  he  had  the 
preceding  winter,  diftributed  two  hundred  pounds  among  fuch  of  them  as 
flood  in  need  of  his  affiflance.  He  had  confequently  a  confiderable  political 
interefl  in  the  county  of  Derby,  which  he  employed  to  fupport  the  Devonfhire 
family ;  for  though  the  fchoolfellow  and  friend  of  Johnfon,  he  was  a  Whig. 
I  could  not  perceive  in  his  charafter  much  congeniality  of  any  fort  with  that 
of  Johnfon,  who,  however,  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  he  has  a  very  flrong  under- 
Handing."  His  fize  and  figure,  and  countenance,  and  manner,  were  that  of 
a  hearty  Englifh  'Squire,  with  the  parfon  fuper-induced ;  and  I  took  particular 
notice  of  his  upper  fervant,  Mr.  Peters,  a  decent  grave  man,  in  purple 
clothes,  and  a  large  white  wig,  like  the  butler  or  major  domo  of  a  Bifhop. 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  Dr.  Taylor  met  with  great  cordiality;  and  Johnfon  foon 
gave  him  the  fame  fad  account  of  their  fchoolfellow,  Congreve,  that  he  had 
given  to  Mr.  Hedlorj  adding  a  remark  of  fuch  moment  to  the  rational 
condudt  of  a  man  in  the  decline  of  life,  that  it  defcrves  to  be  imprinted  upon 
every  mind :  *c  There  is  nothing  againfl  which  an  old  man  fhould  be  fo 
much  upon  his  guard  as  putting  himfelf  to  nurfe."  Innumerable  have  been 
the  melancholy  inflances  of  men  once  diftinguijhed  for  firmnefs,  refolution, 

i  and 
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and  fpirit,  who  in  their  latter  days  have  been  governed  like  children,  by  inte-    1776. 
refted  female  artifice.  S^7T7J 

Dr.  Taylor  commended  a  phyfician  who  was  known  to  him  and  Dr. 
Johnfon,  and  faid,  cc  I  fight  many  batdes  for  him,  as  many  people  ip  the 
country  diflike  him."  Johnson.  "  But  you  fhould  confider,  Sir,  that  by 
<very  one  of  your  victories  he  is  a  lofer ;  for,  every  man  of  whom  you  get 
the  better,  will  be  very  angry,  and  will  refolve  not  to  employ  him  -,  whereas 
if  people  get  the  better  of  you  in  argument  about  him,  they'll  think,  €  We'll 
fend  for  Dr.  ******  neverthelefs."  This  was  an  obfervation  deep  and  fore  in 
human  nature. 

Next  day  we  talked  of  a  book  in  which  an  eminent  judge  was  arraigned 
before  the  bar  of  the  publick,  as  having  pronounced  an  unjuft  decifion  in  a 
great  caufe.  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained  that  this  publication  would  not  give  any 
uneafinefs  to  the  Judge.  cc  For  (faid  he,)  either  he  afted  honeftly,  or  he 
meant  to  do  injuftice.  If  he  a&ed  honeftly,  his  own  confcioufnefs  will  protect 
him;  if  he  meant  to  do.injuftice,  he  will  be  glad  to  foe  the  man  who  attacks 
him3  fo  much  vexed." 

Next  day,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  had  acquainted  Dr.  Taylor  of  the  reafon  for  his 
returning  fpeedily  to  London,  it  was  refolved  that  We  fhould  fot  out  after 
dinner.    A  few  of  Dr.  Taylor's  neighbours  were  his  guefts  that  day. 

Dr.  Johnfon  talked  with  approbation  of  one  who  had  attained  to  .the  ffcate 
of  the  philofophical  wife  man,  that  is,  to  have  no  want  of  any  thing.  "  Then, 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  the  favage  is  a  wife  man."  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  mean 
fimply  being  without,— but  not  having  a  want."  I  maintained,  againft  this 
proposition,  that  it  was  better  to  have  fine  clothes,  for  inftance,  than  not  to 
feel  the  want  of  them."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  fine  clothes  are  good  only  as 
they  fupply  the  want  of  other  means  of  procuring  refpedt.  Was  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  think  you,  lefs  refpefted  for  his  coarfe  blue  coat  and  black  ftock  ?. 
And  you  find  the  King  of  Pruffia  dreffes  plain,  becaufe  the  dignity  of  his 
chara&er  is  Sufficient."  I  here  brought  myfelf  into  a  fcrape,  for  I  heedlefsly 
fcid,  "  Would  not  you>  Sir,  be  the  better  for  velvet  and  embroidery  ?'* 
Johnson.  "  Sir,-  you  put  an  end  to  all  argument  when  you  introduce  your 
opponent  himfelf.  Have  you  no  better  manners  ?  There  is  your  want"  I 
apologifed  by  faying,  I  had  mentioned  him  as  an  inftance  of  one  who  wanted 
as  litde  as  any  man  in  the  world,  and  yet,  perhaps,  might  receive  fome 
additional  luftre  from  drcfs. 

Having  left  Aflibourne  in  the  evening,  we  flopped  to  change  horfes  at 
Derby,  and  availed  ourfelves  of  a  moment  to  enjoy  the  converfarion  of  my 

G  2  countryman. 


U        -  THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

177&  countryman,  Dr.  Butter,  then  phyfician  there.  He  was  in  great  indignation 
JBml~6j.  becaufe  Lord  Mountftuart's  bill  for  a  Scotch  militia  had  been  loft.  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  as  violent  againft  it.  "  I  am  glad,  (faid  he,)  that  Parliament 
has  had  the  fpirit  to  throw  it  out.  You  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the 
timidity  of  our  fcoundrels  4,"  (meaning,  I  fuppofe,  the  miniftry).  It  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  ufed  the  epithet  fcoundrel  very  commonly,  not  quite  in 
the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  generally  underftood,  but  as  a  ftrong  term  of  difappro* 
bation  -,  as  when  he  abruptly  anfwered  Mrs.  Thrale,  who  had  aflced  him  how 
he  did,  "  Ready  to  become  a  fcoundrel,  Madam >  with  a  little  more  fpoiling 
you  will,  I  think,  make  me  a  complete  rafcal 5 :" — he  meant,  eafy  to  become 
a  capricious  and  felf-indulgent  valetudinarian;  a  character  for  which  I  have 
heard  him  exprefs  great  difguft. 

Johnfon  had  with  him  upon  this  jaunt,  "  H  PaUrmino  <T Ingbilterra"  a 
romance  praifed  by  Cervantes ;  but  did  not  like  it  much.  He  faid,  he  read  it 
for  the  language,  by  way  of  preparation  for  his  Italian  expedition.— We  lay 
this  night  at  Loughborough. 

On  Thurfday,  March  28,  we  purfued  our  journey.  I  mentioned  that  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  complained  of  the  ingratitude  of  Mr.  Wedderburne  and  General 
Frafer,  who  had  been  much  obliged  to  him  when  they  were  young  Scotch- 
men entering  upon  life  in  England.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  is  very 
apt  to  complain  of  the  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  have  rifcn  far  above  him.  A 
.  man  when  he  gets  into  a  higher  fjphere,  into  other  habits  of  life,  cannot  keep 
up  all  his  former  conneftions.  Then,  Sir,  thofe  who  knew  him  formerly 
upon  a  level  with  themfelves,  may  think  that  they  ought  ftill  to  be  treated  as 
on  a  level,  which  cannot  be ;  and  an  acquaintance  in  a  former  fituation  may 
bring  out  things  which  it  would  be  very  difagreeable  to  have  mentioned  before 
higher  company,  though,  perhaps,  every  body  knows  of  them."  He  placed 
this  fubjedt  in  a  hew  light  to  me,  and  fhewed  that  a  man,  who  has  rifen  in 
the  world,  muft  not  be  condemned  too  harfhly,  for  being  diltant  tp  former 
acquaintance,  even  though  he  may  have  been  much  obliged  to  them.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  to  be  wifhed  that  a  proper  degree  of  attention  fhould  be  fhewn 
by  great  men  to  their  early  friends.  But  if  either  from  obtufe  infenfibility  to 
difference  of  fituation,  or  prefumptuous  forwardnefs*  which  will  not  fubmit 
even  to  an  exteriour  obfervance  of  it,  the  dignity  of  high  place  cannot  be 
preserved,  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  company  of  thofe  raifed  above 
the  ftate  in  which  they  once  were,   encroachment  mull:  be  repelled,    and 

4  See  page  17,  '  Anecdotes  of  Johnfon,  p.  176* 
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t&c  kinder  feelings  facrificed.  To  one  of  the  very  fortunate  perfons  whom  J77& 
I  have  mentioned,  namely,  Mr.  Wedderburne,  now  Lord  Loughborough,  I  Mm\  6j. 
muft  do  the  juftice  to  relate,  that  I  have  been  aflured  by  another  early 
acquaintance  of  his,  old  Mr.  Macklin,  who  aflifted  him  in  improving  his 
pronunciation,  that  he  had  found  him  very  grateful.  Macklin,  I  fuppofe,  had 
not  prefled  upon  his  elevation  with  fo  much  eagernefs  as  the  gentleman  who 
complained  of  him.  Dr.  Johnfon's  remark  as  to  the  jealoufy  entertained  of 
our  friends  who  rife  far  above  us,  is  certainly  very  juft.  By  this  was  withered 
the  early  friendfhip  between  Charles  Townfhend  and  Akenfide  s  and  many 
fimilar  inftances  might  be  adduced. 

He  laid,  "  It  is  commonly  a  weak  man  who  marries  for  love."  We  then 
talked  of  marrying  women  of  fortune  j  and  I  mentioned  a  common  remark^ 
that  a  man  may  be,  upon  the  whole,  richer  by  marrying  a  woman  with  a 
very  fmall  portion,  becaufe  a  woman  of  fortune  will  be  proportionally  expen- 
five ;  whereas  a  woman  who  brings  none  will  be  very  moderate  in  expences. 
Johnson.  c<  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  is  not  true.  A  woman  of  fortune 
being  ufed  to  the  handling  of  money,  fpends  it  judicioufly :  but  a  woman 
who  gets  the  command  of  money  for  the  firft  time  upon  her  marriage,  has 
fuch  a  guft  in  fpending  it,  that  fhe  throws  it  away  with  great  profufion."  ■ 

He  praifed  the  ladies  of  the  prefent  age,  infilling  that  they  were  more  faithful 
to  their  hirfbands,  and  more  virtuous  in  every  refpeft,  than  in  former  times, 
becaufe  their  underftandings  were  better  cultivated.     It  was  an  undoubted 
proof  of  his  good  fenfe  and  good  dilpofition,-  that -he  was  never  querulous, 
never  prone  to  inveigh  againft  the  prefent  times,  as  is  fo  common  when  fuper- 
ficial  minds  are  on  the  fret.     On  the  contrary,  he  was  willing  to  fpeak  favour- 
ably of  his  own  age  j  and,  indeed,  maintained  its  fuperiority  in  every  refpefly 
except  in  its  reverence  for  government;  the  relaxation  of  which  he  imputed,- 
as  its  grand  caufe,  to  the  (hock- which  our  monarchy  received  at  the  Revolution, 
though  neceffary ;  and  fecondly,  to  the  timid  concefligns  made  to  faction  by . 
fucceflive  adminiftrations  in  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty.     I  am  happy  to  • 
think,  that  he  lived  to  fee  the  Crown  at  laft  recover  its  juft  influence. 

At  Leicefter  we  read  in  the  newfpapers  that  Dr.  James  was  dead.  I  thought 
that  the  death  of  an  old  fchool-fellow,  and  one  with  whom  he  had  lived  a  good 
deal  in  London,  would  have  affefted  my  fellow-traveller  much :  but  he  only , 
laid,  "  Ah !  poor  Jamy."  Afterwards,  however,  when  we  were  in  the  chaife, 
he  faid,  with  more  tendernefe,  "  Since  I  fet  out  on  this  jaunt,  I  have  loft  an 
old  friend  and  a  .young  onej — Dr.  James,  and  poor  Harry,"  (meaning  Mr.  • 
Thrale's  fon)... 

Having 
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177&  Having  lain  at  St.  Alban's  on  Thurfday,  March  a8,  we  breakfafted  thd 
.!ffitatT.  67.  next  m°rning  at  Barnet.  I  exprefled  to  him  a  weaknefs  of  mind  which  I 
could  not  help ; — an  uneafy  apprehcnfion  that  my  wife  and  children,  who  were 
at  a  great  diftance  from  me,  might,  perhaps,  be  ill.  u  Sir,  (faid  he,)  confider 
how  foolilh  you  fhould  think  it  in  them  to  be  apprehenfive  that  you  are  ill/* 
This  fudden  turn  relieved  me  for  the  moment ;  but  I  afterwards  perceived  it  to 
j  be  an  ingenious  fallacy.  I  might,  to  be  fure,  be  fatisfied  that  they  Jbad  no 
reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  about  me,  becaufe  I  knew  that  I  myfelf  was  well : 
but  we  might  have  a  mutual  anxiety,  without  the  charge  of  folly  •,  becaufe 
each  was,  in  fome  degree,  uncertain  as  to  the  condition  of  the  other. 

I  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  our  approach  to  London,  that  metropolis  which  we 
both  loved  fo  much,  for  the  high  and  varied  intellectual  pleafure  which  it 
furnifhes.  I  experienced  immediate  happinefs  while  whirled  along  with  fuch 
a  companion,  and  faid  to  him,  "  Sir,  you  obferved  one  day  at  General 
^Oglethorpe's,  that  a  man  is  never  happy  for  the  prefent,  but  when  he  is  drunk. 
Will  you  not  add,— or  when  driving  rapidly  in  a  poft-chaife  ?"  Johnson, 
cc  No,  Sir,  you  are  driving  rapidly  from  fomething,  or  to  fomething." 

Talking  of  melancholy,  he  faid,  "  Some  men,  and  very  thinking  men  too* 
Jhave  not  thofe  vexing  thoughts.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  is  the  fame  all  the  yetfr 
round.  JBeauclerk,  except  when  ill  and  in  pain,  is  the  fame.  But  I  believe 
mod:  men  have  them  in  the  degree  in  which  they  are  capable  of  having  them. 
If  I  were. in  the  .country,  and  were  diftreffed  by  that  malady,  I  would  force 
*nyfelf  to  take  a  book ;  and  every  time  I  did  it  I  fhould  find  it  the  eafier. 
Melancholy,  indeed,  fhould  be  diverted-by  every  means  but  drinking." 

We  flopped  at  Meflieurs  Dillys,  bookfellers  in  the  Poultry;  from  whence 
lie  hurried  away,  in  a  hackney  coach,  to  M*"-  Thrale's  in  the  Borough.  I 
^called  at  his  houfe  in  the  evening,  having  promifed  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Williams 
of  his  fafe  return ;  when,  to  my  furprize,  I  found  him  fitting  with  her  at  tea, 
and,  as  I  thought,  not  in  a  very  good  humour :  for,  it  feems,  when  he  got 
to  Mr.  Thrale's,  he  found  the  coach  was  at  the  door  waiting  to  carry  Mrs. 
and  Mifs  Thrale,  and  Signor  Baretti  their  Italian  matter,  to  Bath.  This  was 
not  fliewing  <the  attention  which  might  have  been  expe£ted  to  the  <c  Guide, 
Philofopher,  and  Friend,'*  the  Imlack  who  had  haftened  from  the  country  to 
sconfole  a  diftreffed  mother,  who  he  underftood  was  very  anxious  for  his 
return.  They  had,  I  found,  without  ceremony,  proceeded  on  their  intended 
journey.  I  was  glad  to  underftand  from  him  that  it  was  ftill  refolved  that  his 
>tour  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  fhould  take  place,  of  which  he  had 
entertained  fome  doubt^  on  account  of  the  lofs  which  they  Jiad  fuffered  j  and 

his 
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his  doubts  afterwards  proved  to  be  well-founded.  He  obferved,  indeed  very  1 77& 
jufUy,  that  "  their  lofs  was  an  additional  reafon  for  their  going  abroad  -,  and  jEtat.  67! 
if  it  had  not  been  fixed  that  he  fhould  have  been  one  of  the  party,  he  would 
force  them  out;  but  he  would  not  advife  them  unlefs  his  advice  was  afked, 
left  they  might  fufpeft  that  he  recommended  what  he  wifhed  on  his  own 
account."  I  was  not  pleafed  that  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Thrale's  family, 
though  it  no  doubt  contributed  much  to  his  comfort  and  enjoyment,  was  not 
without  fome  degree  of  reftraint.  Not,  as  has  been  grofsly  fuggefted,  that  it 
was  required  of  him  as  a  talk  to  talk  for  the  entertainment  of  them  and  their 
company ;  but  that  he  was  not  quite  at  his  eafe ;  which,  however,  might  partly 
be  owing  to  his  own  honeft  pride— that  dignity  of  mind  which  is  always  jealous 
of  appearing  too  compliant. 

On  Sunday,  March  31,  I  called  on  him,  and  (hewed  him  as  a  curiofity 
which  I  had  difcovered,  his  "  Tranflation  of  Lobo's  Account  of  Abyflinia," 
which  Sir  John  Pringle  had  lent  me,  it  being  then  litde  known  as  one  of 
his  works.  He  faid,  c<  Take  no  notice  of  it,  or  don't  talk  of  it."  He  feemed 
to  think  it  beneath  him,  though  done  at  fix-and-twenty.  I  faid  to  him, 
<c  Your  ftyle,  Sir,  is  much  improved  fince  you  translated  this."  He  anfwered 
with  a  fort  of  triumphant  fmile,  fC  Sir,  I  hope  it  is." 

On  Wednefday,  April  3,  in  the  forenoon,  I  found  him  very  bufy  putting 
his  books  in  order,  and  as  they  were  generally  very  old  ones,  clouds  of  duft 
were  flying  around  him.  He  had  on  a  pair  of  large  gloves,  fuch  as  hedgers 
ufe.  His  prefent  appearance  put  me  in  mind  of  my  uncle,  Dr.  Bofwell's 
defcription  of  him,  "  A  robuft  genius,  born  to  grapple  with  whole 
libraries." 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  a  converfation  which  had  pafied  between  me  and 
Captain  Cook,  the  day  before  at  dinner  at  Sir.  John  Pringle's,  and  he  was 
much  pleafed  with  the  confeientious  accuracy  of  that  celebrated  circum- 
navigator, who  fet  me  right  as  to  many  of  the  exaggerated  accounts  given  by 
Dr.  Hawkefworth  of  his  Voyages.  I  told  him  that  while  I  was  with  the 
Captain,  I  catched  the  enthufiafm  of  curiofity  and  adventure,  and  felt  a 
ftrong  inclination  to  go  with  him  on  his  next  voyage.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
a  man  does  feel  fo,  till  he  considers  how  very  litde  he  can  learn  from  fuch 
voyages."  Boswill.  cc  But  one  is  carried  away  with  the  general  grand  and 
indiftinft  notion  of  A  Voyage  round  the  World."  Johnson.  c<  Yes, 
Sir,  but  a  man  is  to  guard  himfelf  againft  taking  a  thing  in  general."  I 
faid  I  was  certain  that  a  great  part  of  what  we  are  told  by  the  travellers  to 
the  South  Sea  muft  be  conjefture,  becaufe  they  had  not  enough  of  the 

language 
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language  of  thofe  countries  to  underftand  fo  much  as  they  have  related. 
Objefts  falling  under  the  obfervation  of  the  fenfes  might  be  clearly  known; 
but  every  thing  intellectual,  every  thing  abftrafl:— politicks,  morals,  and 
religion,  muft  be  darkly  guefied.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
He  upon  another  occafion,  wheYi  a  friend -mentioned  to  him  feveral  extra- 
ordinary fafts,  as  communicated  to  him  by  the  circumnavigators,  (lily 
obferved,  "  Sir,  I  never  before  knew  how  much  I  was  refpefted  by  thefe 
gentlemen;  they  told  me  none  of  thefe  things." 

He  had  been  in  company  with  Omai,  a  native  of  one  of  the  South  Sea  iflands, 
after  he  had  been  fome  time  in  this  country.  He  was  ftruck  with  the  elegance 
of  his  behaviour,  and  accounted  for  it  thus :  "  Sir,  he  had  pafTed  his  time, 
while  in  England,  only  in  the  beft  company;  fo  that  all  that  he  had  acquired 
of  our  manners  was  genteel.  As  a  proof  of  this,  -Sir,  Lord  Mulgrave  and  he 
.dined  one  day  at  Streatham ;  they  fat  with  their  backs  to  the  light  fronting  me, 
fo  that  I  could  not  fee  diftinftly ;  and  there  was  fo  little  of  the  favage  in  Omai, 
kthat  I  was  afraid  to  fpeak  to  either,  left  I  Ihould  miftake  one  for  the  other." 

We  agreed  to  dine  to-day  at  the  Mitre-tavern,  after  the  rifing  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  a  branch  of  the  litigation  concerning  the  Douglas  eftate, 
in  which  I  was  one  of  the  counfel,  was  to  come  on.  I  brought  with  me 
Mr.  Murray,  Solicitor-General  of  Scotland,  now  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Seflion,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Henderland.  I  mentioned  Mr.' 
Solicitor's  relation,  Lord  Charles  Hay,  with  whom  I  knew  Dr.  Johnfon  had 
been  acquainted.  Johnson.  "  I  wrote  fomething  for  Lord  Charles;  and 
I  thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a  court-martial.  I  fuffered  a  great 
lpfs  when  he  died;  he  was  a  mighty  pleaiing  man  in  converfation,  and  a 
reading  man.  The  charafter  of  a  foldier  is  high.  They  who  ftand  forth  the 
foremoft  in  danger,  for*  the  community,  have  the  refpedt  of  mankind.  An 
officer  is  much  more  refpedted  than  any  other  man^who  has  as  little  money. 
In  a  commercial  country  money  will  always  purchafe  refpeft.  But  you  find, 
an  officer,  who  has  properly  fpeaking,  no  money,  is  every  where  well  received 
and  treated  with  attention.  The  charadter  of  a  foldier  always  ftands  him  in  dead." 
Boswell.  "  Yet,  Sir,  1  think  that  common  foldiers  are  worfe  thought  of 
than  other  men  in  the  fame  rank  of  life;  fuch  as  labourers."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  a  common  foldier  is  uflially  a  very  grofs  man,  and  any  quality 
which  procures  refpeft  may  be  overwhelmed  by  groflhefs.  A  man  of  learning 
may  be  fo  vicious  or  fo  ridiculous  that  you  cannot  refpett  him.  A  common 
foldier  too,  generally  eats  more  than  he  can  pay  for.  But  when  a  common 
foldier  is  civil  in  his  quarters, -his  red  coat  procures  him  a  degree  of  refpe£t." 

6  The 
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The  peculiar  refped  paid  to  the  military  chara&er  in  France  Was  mentioned. 
Bos  well.  u  I  Ihould  think  that  where  military  men  are  fb  numerous,  they 
would  be  lefs  valued  as  not  being  rare."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  wherever  a 
particular  chara&er  or  profeflion  is  high  in  the  eftimation  of  a  people,  thofe 
who  are  of  it  will  be  valued  above  other  men.  We  value  an  Englifhman 
highly  in  this  country,  and  yet  Englifhmen  are  not  rare  in  it." 

Mr.  Murray  praifed  the  ancient  philofophers  for  the  candour  and  good 
humour   with   which  thofe   of  different   fe&s   difputed    with    each    other. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  difputed  with  good  humour,  becaufe  they  were  not  in 
earned  as  to  religion.     Had  the  ancients  sbeen  ferious  in  their  belief,  we  fhoulct 
not  have  had  their  Gods  exhibited  in  the  manner  we  find  them  reprderited 
in  the  Poets.     The  people  would  not  have  foffered  it.     They  difputed  with 
good  humour  upon  their  fanciful  theories,  becaufe  they  were  not  interefted  in 
the  truth  of  them.     When  a  man  has  nothing  to  lofe,  he  may  be  in  good 
humour  with  his  opponent.     Accordingly  you  fee  in  Lucian,  the  Epicurean, 
who  argues  only  negatively,  keeps  his  temper  4  the  Stoiok,  who  has  fctfnething 
pofitive  to  preferve,  grows  angry.     Being  angry  with  one  who  Controverts  an 
opinion  which  you  value,  is  a  neceflary  confequence  of  the  uneafinefs  which 
you  feel.     Every  man  who  attacks  my  belief  diminiflies  in  fome  degree  my 
confidence  in  it,  and  therefore  makes  me  uneafy,  and  I  am  angry  with  him 
who  makes  me  uneafy.     Thofe  only  who  believed  in  Revelation  have  been 
angry  at  having  their  faith  called  in  queftion  j  becaufe  they  only  had  ibme-* 
thing  upon  which  diey  could  reft  as  matter  of  faft."     Murray.  "  It  feems 
to  me  that  we  are  hot  angry  at  a  man  for  controverting  an  opinion  which  we 
believe  and  value ;  we  rather  pity  him."     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir;  to  be  fure 
when  you  wifh  a  man  to  have  that  belief  which  you  think  is  of  infinite  advan- 
tage, you  wilh  well  to  him ;  but  your  primary  confideration  is  your  own  quiet. 
If  a  madman  were  to  come  into  this  room  with  a  ftick  in  his  hand,  n6  doubt 
we  fhould  pity  the  ftate  of  his  mind;  but  our  primary  confideration  would 
be  to  take  care  of  ourfelves.     We  fliould  knock  him  down  firft,  and  pity 
him  afterwards.     No,  Sir ;  every  man  will  difpute  with  great  good  humour 
upon  a  fubjeft  in  which  he  is  not  interefted.     I   will  difpute  very  calmly 
upon  the   probability  of  another  man's  fon  being  hanged,  but  if  a  man 
zealouQy  enforces  the  probability  that  my  own  fon  will  be  hanged,  I  fhall 
certainly  not  be  in  very  good  humour  with  him."     I  added  this  illuftration, 
"  If  a  man  endeavours  to  convince  me  that  my  wife,  whlom  I  love  very 
much,  and  in  whom  I  have  great  confidence,  is  a  difagreeable  woman,  and 
is  even  unfaithful  to  me,  I  fhall  be  very  angry,  for  he  is  putting  me  in  fear 
of  being   unhappy."      Murray.  "But,   Sir,    truth  will  always   bear  aji 
Vol.  II.  H  examination/' 
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in6'     examination.*'    Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  but  it  is  painful  to  be  forced  to  defenft 
^tatT^T.  it*     Confider,  Sir,  how  fhould  you  like,  though  confeious  of  your  innocence,, 
to  be  tried  before  a  jury  for  \  capital  crime,  once  a  week." 

We  talked  of  education  at  great  fchools,  the  advantages  and  difadvan- 
tages  of  which  Johnfon  difplayed  in  a  luminous  manner ;  but  his  arguments 
preponderated  fo  much  in  favour  of  the  benefit  which  a  boy  of  good  parts 
might  receive  at  one  of  them,  that  I  have  reafon  to  believe'  Mr.  Murray* 
.  was  very  much  influenced  by  what  he  had  heard  to-day,  in  his  determination 
to  fend  his  own  fon  to  Weftminfter  fchool. 

I  introduced  the  topick,  which  is  often  ignorantly  urged,  that  the  Univerfities 
of  England  are  too  rich,  fo  that  learning  does  not  flourilh  in  them  as  it 
would  do,  if  thofe  who  teach  had  fmaller  falaries,  and  depended  on  their 
afliduity  for  a  great  part  of  their  income.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  very  reverie 
of  this  is  the  truths  the  Englifh  Univerfities  are  not  rich  enough.  Our 
fellowfhips  are  only  fufficient  to  fupport  a  man  during  his  ftudies  to  fit 
him  for  the  world,  and  accordingly  in.  general  they  are  held  no  longer  than 
till  an  opportunity  offers  of  getting  away.  Now  and  then,,  perhaps,  there  is 
a  fellow  who  grows  old  in  his  college ;  but  this  is  againft  his  will,  unlefs  he 
he  a  man  very  indolent  indeed.  A  hundred  a  year  is  reckoned  a  good 
fellowfhip,  and  that  is  no  more  than  is  neceffary  to  keep  a  man  decently  as 
a  fcholar.  We  do  not  allow  our.  fellows  to  marry,  becaufe  we  confider 
academical  inftituti.ons  as  preparatory  to  a  fettlement  in  the  world.  It  is  only 
by  being  employed  as  a  tutor,  that  a  fellow  can  obtain  any  thing  more  than 
a  livelihood.  To  be  fure  a  man,  who  has  enough  without  teaching,  will  pro- 
bably not  teach ;  for  we  would  all  be  idle  if  we  could.  In  the  fame  manner* 
a  man  who  is  to  get  nothing  by  teaching,  will  not  exert  himfelf.  Grefham- 
College  was  intended  as  a  place  of  inftru&ion  for  London  $  able  Profeflbrs  were 
to  read  le&ures  gratis,  they  contrived  to  have /io  fcholars  j  whereas,  if  they  had 
been  allowed  to  receive  but  fix-pence  a  lefture  from  each  fcholar,  they  would 
have  been  emulous  to  have  had  many  fcholars.  Every  body  will  agree  that  it 
fhould  be  the  intereft  of  thofe  who  teach  to  have  fcholars ;  and  this  is  the 
-  cafe  in  our  Univerfities.  That  they  are  too  rich  is  certainly  not  true ;  for 
they  have  nothing  good  enough  to  keep  a  man  of  eminent  learning,  with 
them  for  his  life..  In  the  foreign  Univerfities  a  profefibrfhip  is  a  high  thing. . 
It  is  as  much  almoft  as  a  man  can  make  by  his  learning  -,  and  therefore  we 
find  the  moft  learned  men  abroad  are  in  the  Univerfities.  It  is  not  fo  with  us. 
Our  Uiverfities  are  impoverilhed  of  learning,,  by  the  penury  of  their 
provifions.  I  wifti  there  were  many  places  of  a  thoufand  a-year  at  Oxford, 
to  keep  firft  rate  men  of  learning  from  quitting  theUniverfity."  Undoubtedly, 
3  if 
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if  this  were  the  cafe,  Literature  would  have  a  ftill  greater  dignity  and  Iplendour 
at  Oxford,  and  there  would  be  grander  living  fources  of  inftru&ion. 

I  mentioned  Mr.  Maclaurin's  uneafinefs  on  account  of  a  degree  of  ridicule 
carelefsly  thrown  on  his  deceafed  father,  in  Goldfmith's  cr  Hiftory  of  Animated 
Nature,"  in  which  that  celebrated  mathematician  is  reprefented  as  being 
fubjeft  to  fits  of  yawning  fo  violent  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  proceeding 
in  his  lefture ;  a  ftory  altogether  unfounded,  but  for  the  publication  of  which 
the  law  would  give  no  reparation  6.  This  led  us  to  agitate  the  queftion,  whether 
legal  redrefs  could  be  obtained,  even  when  a  man's  deceafed  relation  was 
calumniated  in  a  publication.  Mr.  Murray  maintained  there  fhould  be  repara- 
tion, unlefs  the  authour  could  juftify  himfelf  by  proving  the  fad.  Johnson. 
cc  Sir,  it  is  of  fo  much  more  confequence  that  truth  fhould  be  told,  than  that 
individuals  fhould  not  be  made  uneafy,  that- it  is  much  better  that  the  law  does 
not  reftrain  writing  freely  concerning  the  characters  of  the  dead.  Damages 
will  be  given  to  a  man  who  is  calumniated  in  his  life-time,  becaufe  he  may  be 
hurt  in  his  worldly  intereft,  or  at  leaft  hurt  in  his  mind :  but  the  law  does  not 
regard  that  uneafinefs  which  a  man  feels  on  having  his  anceftor  calumniated. 
That  is  too  nice.  Let  him  deny  what  is  faid,  and  let  the  matter  have  a  fair 
chance  by  difcuflion.  But,  if  a  man  could  fay  nothing  againft  a  charafter  but 
what  he  can  prove,  hiftory  could  not  be  written  j  for  a  great  deal  is  known  of 
men  of  which  proof  cannot  be  brought.  A  minifter  may  be  notorioufly 
known  to  rake  bribes,  and  yet  you  may  not  be  able  to  prove  it."  Mr.  Murray 
fuggefttd,  that  the  authour  fhould  be  obliged  to  fhew  fbme  fort  of  evidence, 
though  he  would  not  require  a  ftrift  legal  proof:  but  Johnfon  firmly  and 
refolutely  oppofed  any  reftraint  whatever,  as  adverfe  to  a  free  inveftigation 
of  the  characters  of  mankind 7. 

On 

•  Dr.  Goldfmith  was  dead  before  Mr.  Maclaurin  discovered  the  ludicrous  errour.  But  Mr, 
Nourfe,  the  bookfcller,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  work,  upon  being  applied  to  by  Sir  John 
Pringle,  agreed  very  handfomely  to  "have  the  leaf  on  which  it  was  -contained  cancelled,  and 
re-printed  without  it,  at  his  own  expence. 

7  What  Dr.  Johnfon  has  here  faid,  is  undoubtedly  good  fenfe ;  yet  I  am  afraid  that  law,  though 
defined  by  Lord  Coke  "  the  perfection  of  reafon,"  is  not  altogether  with  him;  for  it  is  held  in 
the  books,  that  an  attack  on  the  reputation  even  of  a  dead  man,  may  be  puniftied  as  a  libel,  becaufe 
tending  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  There  is  however,  I  believe,  no  modern  decided  cafe  to  that 
effect.  In  the  King's  Bench,  Trinity  Term,  1790,  the  queftion  occurred  on  occafion  of  an 
indictment,  The  King  v.  Topbam,  who,  as  a  proprietor  of  a  newfpaper  entitled  "  The  World," 
was  found  guilty  of  a  libel  againft  Earl  Cowper,  deceafed,  becaufe  certain  injurious  charges  againft 
his  Lordfhip  were  publiihed  in  that  paper.  One  of  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Topham,  my  friend  Mr* 
Conft,  who  is  very  abk  to  maintain  the  argument  with  learning  and  ingenuity,  informs  me  that  it, 

Hz  is 
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On  Thurfday,  April  4,  having  called  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  faid,  it  was  a  pity 
that  truth  was  not  fo  firm  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attacks,  fo  that  it  might 
be  fhot  at  as  much  as  people  chofe  to  attempt,  and  yet  remain  unhurt. 
Johnson.  cc  Then,  Sir,  it  would  not  befhot  at.  Nobody  attempts  to  dilpute 
that  two  and  two  make  four:  but  with  contefts  concerning  moral  truth, 
human  paflions  are  generally  mixed,  and  therefore  it  muft  ever  be  liable  to 
aflault  and  mifreprefentation." 

On  Friday,  April  5,  being  Good-Friday,  after  having  attended  the  morning 
fervice  at  St.  Clement's  church,  1  walked  home  with  Johnfon.  We  talked  of  the 
Roman  Catholick  religion.  Johnson.  cc  In  the  barbarous  ages,  Sir,  priefts 
and  people  were  equally  deceived ;  but  afterwards  there  were  groft  corruptions 
introduced  by  the  clergy,  fuch  as  indulgences  to  priefts  to  have  concubines, 
and  the  worihip  of  images,  not,  indeed,  inculcated,  but  knowingly  permitted/' 
He  ftrongly  cerifured  the  licenced  ftews  at  Rome.  Boswell.  "  So  then,  Sir, 
you  would  allow  of  no  irregular  intercourfe  whatever  between  the  fexes  ?" 
Johnson.  cc  To  be  lure  I  would  not,  Sir.  I  would  punifh  it  much  more 
than  is  done,  and  fo  reftrain  it.  In  all  countries  there  has  been  fornication,  as 
in  all  countries  there  has  been  theft ;  but  there  may  be  more  or  lefs  of  the 
one,  as  well  as  of  the  other,  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  law.  All  men  will 
naturally  commit  fornication,  as  all  men  will  naturally  fteal.  And,  Sir,  it  is  very 
abfurd  to  argue,  as  has  been  often  done,  that  proftitutes  are  ncceffary  to  pre- 
vent the  violent  efFeds  of  appetite  from  violating  the  decent  order  of  life* 
nay,  fhould  be  permitted,  in  order  to  preferve  the  chaftity  of  our  wives  and 
daughters.  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  fevere  laws,  fteadily  enforced,  would  be 
fufficient  againft  thofe  evils,  and  would  promote  marriage." 

I  ftated  to  him  this  cafe : — "  Suppofe  a  man  has  a  daughter  who  he  knows 
has  been  feduced,  but  her  misfortune  is  concealed  from  the  world :  fhould  he 
keep  her  in  his  houfe  ?  Would  he  not,  by  doing  fo,  be  accefiary  to  impofition  ? 
And,  perhaps,  a  worthy  unfufpefting  man  might  come  and  marry  this 
woman*  unlefs  the  father  inform  him  of  the  truth/*  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  is 
accefiary  to  no  impofition.  His  daughter  is  in  his  houfe ;  and  if  a  man  courts 
her,  he  takes  his  chance.  If  a  friend,  or,  indeed,  if  any  man  afks  his  opinion 
whether  he  fhould  marry  her,  he  ought  to  advife  him  againft  it,  without  tell- 
ing why,  becaufe  his  real  opinion  is  then  required.     Or,  if  he  has  other 

is  intended  to  move  in  arreft  of  judgement ;  fo  that  we  (hall  probably  have  a  folemn  determination, 
upon  a  point  of  univerfal  importance.  No  man  has  a  higher  reverence  for  the  Taw  of  England  in 
general  than  I  have;  but,  with  all  deference  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  profecution  by  indift- 
mentj  if  a  defendant  is  never  to  be  allowed  to  juftify,  muft  often  be  very  oppreflive,  unlefs  Juries, 
who  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  holding  to  be  judges  of  law  as  well  as  of  fact,  interpofe. 

daughters 
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daughters  who  know  of  her  frailty,   he  ought  not  to  keep  her  in  his  houfe.      f  77&* 
You  are  to  confider  the  ftate  of  life  is  this  ;  we  are  to  judge  of  one  another's  jexm.  67. 
charatters  as  well  as  we  can ;    and  a  man  is  not  bound,  in  honefly  or/honour, 
to  tell  us  the  faults  of  his  daughter  or  of  himfelf.     A  man  who  has  debauched 
his  friend's  daughter  is  not  obliged  to  fay  to  every  body — c  Take  care  of  me 
don't  let  me  into  your  houfes  without  lulpicion.     I  once  debauched  a  friend's 
daughter :  I  may  debauch  yours." 

Mr.  Thralc  called  upon  him,  and  appeared  to  bear  the  lofs  of  his  fon  with 
2  manly  compofure.  There  was  no  affe&ation  about  him ;  and  he  talked, 
as  ufual,,  upon  indifferent  fiibjedts.  He  feemed  to  me  to  hefitate  as  to  the 
intended  Italian  tour,  on  which,  I  flattered  myfeHi  he  and  Mrs.  Thrale  and 
Dr.  Johnfon  were  foon  to  fet  out ;  and,  therefore,  I  prefied  it  as  much  as  I 
could.  1  mentioned  that  Mr.  Beauclerk  had  faid,  that  Baretti,  whom  tjiey 
v  were  to  carry  with  them,  would  keep  them  fo  long  in  the  litde  towns  of  his 
own  diftrift,.  that  they  would  not  have  time  to  fee  Rome.  I  mentioned  this, 
to  put  them  on  their  guard.  Johnsons  "Sir,  we  do  not  thank  Mr.  Beauclerk 
for  fuppofing  that  we  are  to  be  dire&ed  by  Baretti.  No,  Sir*  Mr.  Thrale  h 
to  g<>>  by  my  advicer  to  Mr.  Jackfon,  (the  all-Jcnowing,)  and  get  from  him 
a  plan  for  feeing  the  moft  that  can  be  feen  in  the  time  that  we  have  to  travel. 
We  muft,  to  be  fure,  fee  Rome,  Naples,  Florence,  and  Venice,  and  as  much  - 
more  as  we  can/'  (lpeaking  with  a  tone  of  animation). 

When  I  expreffed  an  earneft  wifli  for  his  remarks  on. Italy,  he  faid, 
<€'  I  d6  not  lee  that  I  eould  make'  a  book  upon  Italy ;  yet  I  (hould  be  glad 
to  get  two  hundred  pounds,  or  five  hundred  pounds  by  fuch  a  work.  This 
{hewed  both  that  a  journal  of  his  Tour  upon  the  Continent  was  not  wholly 
out  of  his  contemplation,  and  that  he  uniformly  adhered  to  that  ftrange 
opinion,  which  his  indolent  difpofition  made  him  utter :  "  No  man  but  a 
blockhead  ever  wrote,  except  for  money."  Numerous  inftances  to  refute^  this 
will  occur  to  all  who  are  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  literature. 

He  gave  us  one  of  the  many  (ketches  ofqharadter  which  were  treafured  in 
his  mind,  and  which  he  was  wont  to  produce  quite  unexpectedly  in  a  very 
entertaining  manner.  "  I  lately  (faid  he,)  received  a  letter  from  the  E aft- Indies, 
from  a  gentleman  whom  I  formerly  knew  very,  well ;  he-  had  returned  from 
that  country  with  a  handfome  fortune,  as  it  was  reckoned,  before  means  were 
found  to  acquire  thofe  immenfe  fums  which  have  been  brought  from  thence 
of  late ;  he  was  a  fcholar,  and  an  agreeable  man,  and  lived  very  prettily  in 
London,  till  his  wife  died.  After  her  death,  he  took  to  diflipation  and  gaming, 
and  loft  all  he  had.  One  evening  he  loft  a  thoufand  pounds  to  a  gentleman 
whofe.  name  I  am  forry  I  have  forgotten.  Next  morning  he  fent  the  gentleman 

6  five 
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1776.      five  hundred  pounds,  with  an  apology  that  it  was  all  he  had  in  the  worlcL 
JEtat.  67.  The  gentleman  fent  the  money  back  to  him,  declaring  he  would  not  accept 
it  \  and  adding,  that  if  Mr.  ■  had  ocafion  for  five  hundred  pounds  more 

he  would  lend  it  to  him.  He  rcfolved  to  go  out  again  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 
and  make  his  fortune  anew.  He  got  a  confiderable  appointment,  and  I  had 
.fome  intention  of  accompanying  him.  Had  I  thought  then  as  I  do  now,  I 
ihould  have  gone :  but,  at  that  time,  I  had  obje&ions  to  quitting  England." 

It  was  a  very  remarkable  circumftance  about  Johnfon,  whom  fhallow 
obfervers  have  fuppofed  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  world,  that  very  few  men 
had  feen  greater  variety  of  chara&ers  j  and  none  could  obferve  them  better,  as 
was  evident  from  the  ftrong,  yet  nice  portraits  which  he  often  drew.  I  have 
frequently  thought  that  if  he  had  made  out  what  the  French  call  une  catalogue 
raijonnee  of  all  the  people  who  had  paffed  under  his  obfervation,  it  would 
have  afforded  a  very  rich  fund  of  inftrudtion  and  entertainment.  The  - 
fuddennefs  with  which  his  accounts  of  fome  of  them  ftarted  out  in  converfation, 
was  not  lefs  pleafing  than  furprifing.  I  remember  he  once  obferved  to  me, 
<c  It  is  wonderful,  Sir,  what  is  to  be  found  in  London.  The  moft  literary 
converfation  that  1  ever  enjoyed,  was  at  the  table  of  Jack  Ellis,  a  money- 
fcrivener  behind  the  Royal-Exchange,  with  whom  I  at  one  period  ufed  to  dine 
generally  once  a  week  V 

Volumes  would  be  required  co  contain  a  lift  of  his  numerous  and  various 
acquaintance,  none  of  whom  he  ever  forgot \  and .  could  defcribe  and  difcri- 
minate  them  all  with  precifion  and  vivacity.  He  aflbciated  with  perfons  the 
moft  widely  different  in  manners,  abilities,  rank,  and  accomplifhments.  He 
was  at  once  the  companion  of  the  brilliant  Colonel  Forrefter  of  the  guards, 
who  wrote  "  The  Polite  Philofopher,"  and  of  the  aukward  and  uncouth 

*  This  Mr.  Ellis  is,  I  believe,  the  laft  of  that  profcfllon  called  Scriveners,  which  is  one  of  the 
London  companies,  bat  of  which  the  bufinefs  is  no  longer  carried  on  feparately,  but  is  tranfalled 
by  attornies  and  others.  He  is  a  man  of  literature  and  talents.  He  is  the  authour  of  a  Hudi- 
braftick  verfion  of  Maphaeus's  Canto,  in  addition  to  the  ^neid ;  of  fome  poems  in  Dodfley's 
collection ;  and  various  other  fmall  pieces ;  but  being  a  very  modeft  man,  has  never  put  his  name 
to  any  thing.  He  has  (hewn  me  a  tranflation  which  he  has  made  of  Ovid's  Epiftles,  very  prettily 
done.  There  is  a  good  engraved  portrait  of  him  by  Peffer,  from  a  picture  by  Fry,  which  hangs 
in  the  hall  of  the  Scriveners'  company.  He  is  now  a  very  old  man.  I  have  vifited  him  this  day, 
(October  4,  1790,)  in  his  ninety-third  year,  and  found  his  judgement  diftinft  and  clear,  and  his 
memory,  though  faded  fo  as  to  fail  him  occafionally,  yet,  as  he  aflured  me,,  and  I  indeed  perceived, 
able  to  ferve  him  very  well,  after  a  little  recollection.  It  was  agreeable  to  obferve,  that  he  was 
Tree  from  the  difcontcnt  and  fretfulnefs  which  too  often  moleft  old  age.  He  in  the  fummer  of 
this  year  walked  to  Rothcrhithe,  where  he  dined,  and  walked  home  in  theevening. 

Robert 
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Robert  Levett  i  of  Lord  Thurlov,  and  Mr.  Saftres,  the  Italian  mafter ;  and 
has  dined  one  day  with  the  beautiful,  gay,  and  fafcinating  Lady  Craven  9,  and 
the  next  with  good  Mrs.  Gardiner  the  tallow-chandler,  on  Snow-hill. 

On  my  exprefling  my  wonder  at  his  difcovering  fo  much  of  the  knowledge 
peculiar  to  different  profeffions,  he  told  me,  Cf  I  learnt  what  I  know  of  law,, 
chiefly  from  Mr.  Ballow,  a  very  able  man.  I*  learnt  fome  too  from  Chambers; 
but  was  not  fb  teachable  then.  One  is  not  willing  to  be  taught  by  a  young 
man*"  When  I  exprefTed  a  wifh  to  know  more  about  Mr.  Ballow,  Johnfon 
laid,  €C  Sir,  I  have  feen  him  but  once  thefe  twenty  years.  The  tide  of  life  has . 
driven  us  different  ways,"  I  was  forry  at  the  time  to  hear  tjiis ;  but  whoever 
quits  the  creeks  of  private  conneftions,  and  fairly  gets  into  the  great  ocean  of 
London,  will,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  unavoidably  experience  this. 

"  My  knowledge  of  phyfick,  (he^added,)  I  learnt  from  Dr.  James,  whom 
I  helped,  in  writing  the  propofals  for  his  Di&ionary,  and  alfo  a  little  in  the 
Di&ionary  itfelf.  I  alfo  learnt  fome  from  Dr.  Lawrence,  but  was  then  grown  * 
more  ftubborn." 

A  curious  incident  happened  to-day,  while  Mr.  Thrale  and  I  fat  with  him.. 
Francis  announced  that  a  large  packet  was  brought  to  him  from  the  poft-office, , 
faid  to  have  come  from  Lifbon,  and  it  was  charged  Jeoen  pounds  ten  Jhillings. 
He  would  not  receive  itr  fuppofing  it  to  be  fome  trick,  nor  did  he  even  look. 
at  it.  But  uponi  enquiry  afterwards  he  found  that  it  was  a  real  packet  for 
him,  from  that  very  friend  in  the.  Eaft-Indies  of  whom  he  had  been  fpeak- 
ing ;  and  the  fhip  which  carried  it  having  come  to  Portugal,  this  packet,  with 
others,  had  been  put  into  the  poft-office  at  Lifbon. 

I  mentioned  a  new  gaming  club,  of  which  Mr.  Beauclerk  had  given  me 
an  account,  where  the  members  played  to  a  defperate  extent.  Johnson., 
"  Depend  upon  it,. Sir,  this  is  mere  talk.  Who  is  ruined  by  gaming  ?  You 
will  not  find  fix  inftances  in  an  age;  There  is  a  ftrange  rout  made  about  deep 
play ;  whereas  you  have  manjrmore  people  ruined  by  adventurous  trade,  and 
yet  we  do  not  hear  fuch  an  outcry  againft  it."  Thrale.  "  There  may  be  few 
people  abfolutely  ruined  by  deep  play;  but  very  many  are  much  hurt  in  their 
circumftances  by  it."  Johnson.  cf  Yes,  Sir;  and  fo  are  very  many  by  other 
kinds  of  expence."  Ihad  heard  him  talk  once  before  in  the  fame  manner; . 
and  at  Oxford  he  faid;  cc  he  wifhed  he  had  learnt  to  play  at  cards."     The : 


I 


Lord  Macartney,  who  with  his  other  diftinguifhed  qualities,  is  remarkable  alfo  for  an  elegant 
pteafantry,  told  me,  that  he  met  Johnfon  at  Lady  Craven's,  and  that  he  feemed  jealous  of  any 
interference ;  "  So  (faid  his  Lordlhip,  fouling,)  I  kept  back*" 

truth> 


\> 
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177&  truth,  however,  is,  that  he  loved  to  difplay  his  ingenuity  in  argument;  and 
JEm.  6-.  therefore  would  fometimes  in  converfation  maintain  opinions  which  he  was 
fenfible  were  wrong,  but  in  fupporting  which,  his  reafoning  and  wit  would  be 
moft  confpicuous.  He  would  begin  thus :  "  Why,  Sir,  as  to  the  good  or 
evil  of  card-playing — "  "  Now  (faid  Garrick,)  he  is  thinking  which  fide  he 
Jhall  take."  He  appeared  to  have  a  pleafure  in  contradiction,  efpetially  when 
any  opinion  whatever  was  delivered  with  an  air  of  confidence ;  fo  that  there 
was  hardly  any  topick,  if  not  one  of  the  great  truths  of  Religion  and  Morality, 
that  he  might  not  have  been  incited- to  argue,  either  for  or  againft  it.  Lord 
Elibank l  had  the  higheft  admiration  of  his  powers.  He  once  obfervcd  to  me, 
"  Whatever  opinion  Johnfon  maintains,  I  will  not  fay  that  he  convinces  me ; 
but  he  never  fails  to  fhtfw  ftie,  that  he  has  good  reafons  for  it."  I  have  heard 
Johnfon  pay  his  Lordfhip  this  high  compliment :  "  I  never  was  in  Lord 
Elibank's  company  without  learning  fomething." 

We  fat  together  till  it  was  too  late  for  the  afternoon  fervice.  Thrale  laid, 
he  had  come  with  intention  to  go  to  church  with  us.  We  went  at  feven  to 
evening  prayers  at -St.  Clement's  church,  after  having  drank  coffee;  an 
indulgence,  which  I  underftood  Johnfon  yielded  to  on  this  occafion,  in  com- 
pliment to  Thrale, 

On  Sunday,  April  7,  Eafter-day,  after  having  been  at  St.  Paul's  cathedral, 
1  came  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  according  to  my  ufual  cuftom.  It  feemed  to  me,  that 
.  there  was  always  fomething  peculiarly  mild  and  placid  in  his  manner  upon  this 
holy  feftival,the  commemoration  of  the  moft  joyful  event  in  the  hiftory  of  our 
world,  the  rdfurre&ion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who,  having  triumphed* 
over  death  and  the  grave,  proclaimed  immortality  to  mankind 

I  repeated  to  him  an  argument  of  a  lady  off  my  acquaintance,  who  main- 
tained, that  her  hufband's  having  been  guilty  of  numberlefs  infidelities, 
•released  her  from  conjugal  obligations,  becaufe  they  were  reciprocal.  Johnsok. 
"  This  is  miferable  fluff,  Sir.  To  the  contraft  of  marriage*  befides  the  man 
and  wife,  there  is  a  third  party — Society;  and,  if  it  be  -confidered  as  a  vow^ 
God  :  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  diffolved  by  their  -confent  alone.  Laws 
are  not  made  for  particular  cafes,  but  for  mankind  in  general.  A  woman  may 
he  unhappy  with  her  hufband ;  but  fee  cannot  -be  freed  from  him  without  the  * 
approbation  of  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power.  .  A  man  may  be,  unhappy, 
becaufe  he  is  not  fo  rich  as  another;  but  he  is  not  to  feize  upon  another's 
property  with  his  own  hand."     Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  this  lady  does  not  waut 

9  Patrick  Lord  EBtank,  who  die*  1778* 

that 
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that  the  contrad  fhould  be  diflblvedj  fhe  only  argues  that  flie  may  indulge      *776- 
herfelf  in  gallantries  with  equal  freedom  as  her  hufband  does,  provided  fhe   jgtat#  6/ 
takes  care  not  to  introduce  a  fpurious  iffue  into  his  family.     You  know,  Sir, 
ivhat  Macrobius  has  told  us  of  Julia  \"     Johnson.  "  This  lady  of  yours, 
Sir,  I  think,  is  wtry  fit  for  a  brothel." 

Mr.  Macbean,  authour  of  the  "  Diftionary  of  aacient  Geography,"  came 
in.  He  mentioned,  that  he  had  been  forty  years  abfent  from  Scotland.  "  Ah, 
Bofwell !  (fatf  Johnfon,  fmiling,)  what  would  you  give  to  be  forty  years  from 
Scodand  ?"  I  faid,  "  I  fhould  not  like  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from'  the  feat  of 
my  anceftors."     This  gendeman,  Mrs.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Levett,   dined 

with  us. 

Dr.  Johnfon  made  a  remark,  which  both  Mr.  Macbean  and  I  thought  new. 
It  was  this :  that cc  the  law  againft  ufury  is  for 'the  prote&ion  of  creditors  as 
well  as  of  debtors ;  for  if  there  were  no  fuch  check,  people  would  be  apt,  from 
the  temptation  of  great  iritereft,  to  lend  to  defperate  perfons,  by  whom  they 
would  lofe  their  money.  Accordingly  there  are  inftances  of  ladies  being 
ruined,  by  having  injudicioufly  funk  their  fortunes  for  high  annuities,  which*  * 
after  a  few  years,  ceafed  to  be  paid,  in  confequence  of  the  ruined  circumftancei  - 
of  the  borrower." 

Mrs.  Williams  was  very  peevifh ;  and  I  wondered  at  Johnfon's  patience  with 
her  now,  as  I  had  often  done  on  fimilar  occafions.  The  truth  is,  that  his 
humane  confideration  of  the  forlorn  and  indigent  ftate  in  which  this  lady  was 
left  by  her  father,  induced  him  to  treat  her  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs,  and 
even  to  be  defirous  of  procuring  her  amufement,  fo  as  fometimes  to  incommode 
many  of  his  friends,  by  carrying  her  with  him  to  their  houfes,  where,  from. 
her  manner  of  eating,  in  confequence  of  her  blindnefs,  flie  could  not  but  offend 
the  delicacy  of  perfons  of  nice  fenfations. 

After  coffee,  we  went  to  afternoon  fervice  in  St.  Clement's  church,  Obferving 
fome  beggars  in  the  ftrect  as  we  walked  along,  I  faid  to  him  I  fuppofed  there 
ta»  no  civilifed  country  in  the  world,  where  the  mifery  of  want  in  the  loweft 
claffes  of  the  people  was  prevented.  Johnson.  "  I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  notj 
but  it  is  better  that  fome  lhould  be  unhappy,  than  that  none  fhould  be  happy; 
which  would  be  the  cafe  in  a  general  ftate  of  equality." 

When  the  fervice  was  ended*  I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  fat  quiedy  by 
ourfeJves,   He  recommended  Dr.  Cheyne's  books.    I  faid,  I  thought  Cheync 

*  "  Kunquam  enim  nifi  navi  plena  tollo  <ve&orem"    Lib.  xu  c.  vu 

Vol.  II.  I  liad 
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had  been  reckoned  whimfical.— - "  So  he  was,  (faid  he,)  in  fome  things ;  But 
there  *s  no  end  of  objeftions.  There  are  few  books  to  which  fome  objection 
or  other  may  not  be  made/' 

Upon  the  queftion  whether  a  man  who  had  been  guHty  of  vicious  aftions 
would  do  well  to  force  himfelf  into  folitude  and  fadnefs  j  Johnson.  "  No, 
Sir,  unlefs  it  prevent  him  from  being  vicious  again.  With  fome  people,  gloomy 
penitence  is  only  madnefs  turned  upfide  down.  A  man  may  be  gloomy,  tHI> 
in  order  to  be  relieved  from  gloom,  he  has  recourfe  again  to  criminal 
indulgences." 

On  Wednefday,  April  10,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  were 
Mr.  Murphy  and  fome  other  company.  Before  dinner,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I 
paffed  fome  time  by  ourfelves.  I  was  forry  to  find  it  was  now  refolved  that  the 
propofed  journey  to  Italy  fhould  not  take  place  this  year.  He  faid,  "  I  am 
difappointed,  to  be  fure ;  but  it  is  not  a  great  difappointment."  I  wondered 
to  fee  him  bear,  with  a  philofophical  calmnefs,  what  would  have  made  moft 
people  peevifh  and  fretfuL  I  perceived,  however,  that  he  had  fo  warmly 
cheriflied  the  hope  of  enjoying  claffical  fcenes,  that  he  could  not  eafily  part 

■ 

with  the  fcheme  -,  for  he  faid,  cc  I  Ihall  probably  contrive  to  get  to  Italy  fome 
other  way.  But  I  won't  mention  it  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  as  it  might  vex 
them."  I  fuggefted,  that  going  to  Italy  might  have  done  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thrale  good.  Johnson.  "  I  rather  believe  not,  Sir.  While  grief  is  frefti, 
every  attempt  to  divert  only  irritates.  You  muft  wait  till  grief  be  digejied.y 
and  then  amufement  will  diffipate  the  remains  of  it." 

At  d;nner,  Mr.  Murphy  entertained  us  with  the '  hiftory  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Simpfon,  a  fchoolfeUow  of  Dr.  Johnfon's,  a  barrifter  at  law,  of  good,  parts, 
but  who  fell  into  a  diflipated  courfe  of  life,,  incompatible  widi  that  fuccefs  in 
his  profeffion  which  he  once  had,  and  would  ©therwife  have  defervedly  mauv 
tained ;  yet  he  dill  preferved  a  dignity  in  his  deportment.  He  wrote  a  tragedy 
on  the  ftory  of  Leonidas,  entitled  u  The  Patriot,"  He  read  it  to  a  company 
of  lawyers,  who  found  fo  many  faults,  that  he  wrote  it  over  again :  fo  then 
there  were  two  tragedies  on.  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  with  the  fame  title.  Dr. 
Johnfon  told  us,  that  one  of  them  was  ftill  in  his  pofleflion.  This  very 
piece  was,  after  his  death,  publifhed  by  fome  perfon  who  had  been  about  him, 
and,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  hafty  profit^  waa  politively  averred  to  have  been 
written  by  Johnfon  himfelf. 

I  faid,  I  difliked  the  cuftom  which  fome  people  had  of  bringing  their 
children  into  company,  becaufe  it  in  a  manner  forced  us  to  pay  foolifh  com- 
pliments to  pleafe  their  parents.  Johnson.  "  You  are  right,  Sir.  We  may 
be  excufed  for  not  caring  much  about  other  peoplt'S  children,  for  there  are 

many 
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*nany  who  care  very  little  about  their  own  children.  It  may  be  obferved, 
that  men,  who  from  being  engaged  in  bufinefs,  or  from  their  courfe  of  life  in 
whatever  way,  feldom  fee  their  children,  do  not  care  much  about  them.  I 
myfelf  lhould  not  have  had  much  fondnefs  for  a  child  of  my  own."  Mrs, 
Thrale.  "  Nay,  Sir,  how  can  you  talk  fo  ?"  Johnson.  «  At  kaft,  I  never 
wifhed  to  have  a  child." 

Mr.  Murphy  mentioned  Dr.  Johnfon's  having  a  defign  to  publifh  an  edition 
of  Cowley.  Johnfon/aid,  he  did  not  know  but  he  fhould ;  and  he  exprefled 
his  difapprobation  of  Dr.  Hurd,  for  having  publifhed  a  mutilated  edition  under 
the  tide  of  cc  Seleft  Works  of  Abraham  Cowley."  Mr.  Murphy  thought  it 
a  bad  precedent;  obferving,  that  any  authour  might  be  ufed  in  the  fame 
manner;  and  that  it  was  pleafog  to  fee  the  variety  of  an  authour's  compo- 
fitions,  at  different  periods. 

We  talked  of  Flatman's  Poems ;  and  Mrs.  ^Thrale  obferved,  that  Pope  had 
partly  borrowed  from  him,  "  The  dying  Chriftian  to  his  Soul."  Johnfbn  re- 
peated Rochefter's  verfes  upon  Flatman,  which,  I  think,  by  much  too  fevere : 

€C  Nor  that  flow  drudge  in  fwift  Pindarick  ftrains, 

"  Flatman,  who  Cowley  imitates  with  pains, 

"  And  rides  a  jaded  Mufe,  whipt  with  loofe  reins/' 


I  like  to  recollect  all  the  paflages  that  I  heard  Johnfbn  repeat :  it  flumps  a 
value  on  them. 

He  told  us,  that  the  book  entitled  "  The  Lives  of  the  Poets,  by  Mr. 
Cibber,"  was  entirely  compiled  by  Mr.  Shiels,  a  Scotchman,  one  of  his 
amanuenfes.  "  The  bookfellers  (faid  he,)  gave  Theophilus  Cibber,  who  was 
then  in  prilbn,  ten  guineas,  to  allow  Mr.  Cibber  to  be  put  upon  the  tide-page, 
as  the  authour ;  by  this,  a  double  impofition  was  intended :  in  the  firft  place, 
that  it  was  the  work  of  a  Cibber  at  allj  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  that  it 
was  the  work  of  old  Cibber." 

Mr,  Murphy  faid,-  that  "  The  Memoirs  of  Gray's  Life  fet  him  much 
higher  in  his  estimation  than  his  poems  did ;  for  you  there  faw  a  man  con- 
Xtandy  at  work  in  literature."  Johnfon  acquiefced  in  this,  but  depreciated  the 
book,  I  thought,  very  unreafonably.  For  he  faid,  ff  I  forced  myfelf  to  read 
it,  only  becaufe  it  was  a  common  topick  of  converfation.  I  found  it  mighty 
*dull;  and,  as  to  the  ftyle,  it  is  fit  for  the  fecond  table."  Why  he  thought  fo, 
J  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceiye.  He  now  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  f c  Akenfide 
was  a  fuperiour  poet  both  to  Gray  and  Mafon." 

I  2  Talking 
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177&  Talking  of  the  Reviews,  Johnfon  faid,  "  I  think  them  very  impartial  ^ 
&m.  6i.  I  ^°  not  know  M  inftance  °f  partiality/*  He  mentioned  what  had  paffed 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews,  in  the  converfation 
with  which  his  Majefty  had  honoured  him.  He  expatiated  a  little  more,  oa 
them  this  evening.  ."  The  Monthly  Reviewers  (faid  he)  are  not  Deifts ;  but 
they  are  Chriftians  with  as  little  chriftianity  as  may  be ;  and.  are  for  pulling, 
down  all  eftablilhments.  The  Critical  Reviewers  are  for  fupporting  the  con- 
ftitution,  both  in  church  and  ftate.  The  Critical  Reviewers,  I  believe,  oftei* 
review  without  reading  the  books  through  j  but  lay  hold  of  a  topick,  and  write 
chiefly  from  their  own  minds.  The  Monthly  Reviewers  art  duller  men,  and 
are  glad  to  read  the  books  through/' 

He  talked  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  extreme  anxiety  as  an  authour ;  obferving, 
that  "  he  was  thirty  years  in  preparing  his  Hiftory,  and  that  he  employed  a 
man  to  point  it  for  him  j  as  if  (laughing)  another  man  could  point  his  fenfe 
t>etterthan  himfelf."  Mr.  Murphy  feid,  he  underftood  his  Hiftory  was  kept 
back  feveral  years  for  fear  of  Smollet.  Johnson.  "  This  feems  ftrange  to- 
Murphy  and  me,  who  never  felt  that  anxiety,  but  fent  what  we  wrote  to  the 
prefs,  and  let  it  take  its  chance."  Mrs.  Thrale.  <c  The  time  has  been,, 
Sir,  when  you  felt  it."  Johnson.  Cf  Why  really,  Madam,  I  do  not  recolledt 
a  time  when  that  was  the  cafe." 

r 

Talking  of  "  The  Spedtator,"  he  faid,  Cf  It  is  wonderful  that  there  is  fuch 
a  prop6rtion  of  bad  papers,  in  the  half  of  die  work  which  was  not  written  by 
Addifon ;  for  there  was  all  die  world  to  write  that  half,  yet  not  a  half  of  that 
half  is  good.  One  of  the  fineft  pieces  in  die  Englifh  language  is  the  paper  on 
Novelty,  yet  we  do  not  hear  it  talked  of.  It  was  written  by  Grove,  a  diffent- 
ing  teacher.19  He  would  not,  Iperceived,  call  him  a  clergyman,  though  he 
was  candid  enough  to  allow  very  great  merit  to  his  compofition.  Mr. 
Murphy  faid,  he  remembered  when  there  were  feveral  people  alive  in  London,, 
who  enjoyed  a  confiderable  reputation  merely  from  having  written  a  paper  in 
v  u  The  Spectator."  He  mentioned  particularly  Mr.  Ince,  who  ufed  to  frequent 
Tom's  coffee-houfe.  "  But  (faid  Johnfon,)  you  muft  confider  how  highly 
Steele  fpeaks  of  Mr.  Ince."  He  would  not  allow  that  the  paper  on  carrying 
"a  boy  to  travel,  figned  Philip  Homebred,  which  was  written  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Hardwick,  had  merit.  He  faid,  cc  it  was  quite  vulga^  and  had 
.  nothing  luminous/' 

Johnfon  mentioned  Dr.  Barry's  €€  Syftem  of  Phyfick."  "He  was  a  man 
(faid  he,)  who  had  acquired  a  high  reputation  in  Dublin,  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  brought  his  reputation  with  him,  but  had  not  great  fuccefs.  His  notion 
'  3  *  .  was, 
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was y  that  pulfation  occafions  death  by  attrition ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  way  *776* 
to  preferve  life  is  to  retard  pulfation.  But  we  know  that  pulfation  is  ftrongeft  x  jgui7&7. 
in  infants,  and  that  we  increafe  in  growth  while  it  operates  in  its  regular 
courfej  fo  it.  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  deftruftion."  Soon  after  this,  he  faid 
fomething  very  flattering  to  Mrs,  Thrale,  which  I  do  not  recoiled ;  but  It 
concluded  with  wifhing  her  long  life.  cc  Sir,  (faid  I,)  if  Dr.  Barry's  fyftem 
be  true,  you  have  now  fhortened  Mrs.  Thrak's  life,  perhaps,  fome  minutes, 
by  accelerating  her  pulfation/' 

On  Thurfday,  April  n,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Paoli's,  in  whofe 
houfe  Inow  refided,  and  where  I  had  ever  afterwards  the  honour  of  being  enter- 
tained with  the  kindeft  attention  as  his  conftant  gueft,  while  I  was  in  London, 
till  I  had  a  houfe  of  my  own  there.  I  mentioned  my  having  that  morning 
introduced  to  Mr.  Garrick,  Count  Neni,  a  Flemilh  nobleman  of  great  rank, 
and  fortune,  to  whom  Garrick  talked  of  Abel  Drugger  as  a  /mall  part  j  and 
related,  with  plealant  vanity,  that  a  Frenchman  who  had  feen  him  in  one  of 
his  low  charadters,  exclaimed,  "  Comment !  je  ne  le  cross  pas.  Ce  rCeft  pas, 
Monfieur  Garricfc,  ce  Grand  Homme  /"  Garrick  added,  with  an  appearance  of 
grave  recolledtion,  "  If  I  were  to  begin  life  again,  I  think  I  fhould  not  play 
thofe  low  characters."  Upon  which  I  obferved,  f€  Sir,  you  would  be  in  the 
wrong ;  for  your  great  excellence  is  your  variety  of  playing;  your  reprefenting 
fo  well,*  charafters  fo  very  different.  Johnson.  cc  Garrick,  Sir,  was  not  in 
earned  in  what  he  faid ;  for,  to  be  fure,  his  peculiar  excellence  is  his  variety : 
and,  perhaps,  there  is  not  any  one  character  which  has  not  been  as  well 
adted  by  fbmebody  elfc,  as  he  could  do  it?*  Boswej-l.  "  Why  then,  Sir, 
did  he  talk  fo  ?"     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  to  make  you  anfwer  as  you  did."  ' 

Boswell.  "  I  don't  know,  Sir;  he  feemed  to  dip  deep  into  his  mind  for  the 
rcfleftion."  Johnson.  "  He  had  not  far  to  dip,  Sir:  he  had  faid  the  fame 
thing,  probably,  twenty  times  before." 

Of  a  nobleman  raifed  at  a  very  early  period  to  high  office,  he  faid,  "  His 
parts,  Sir,  are  pretty  well  for  a  Lord,  but  would  not  be  diftinguifhed  in  a  man. 
who  had  nothing  elfe  but  his  parts." 

A  journey,  to  Italy  was  ftili  in  his  thoughts.  He  faid,  "  A  man  who  has 
not  been  in  Italy*  is  always  confcious  of  an  inferiority, — from  his  not  having 
feen  .what  it  is  expe&ed  a  man  fhould  fee.  The  grand  objeft  of  travelling  is 
to  fee  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterranean.  On  thofe  fhores  were  the  four  great 
empires  of  the  world ;  the  Aflyrian,  the  Perfian,  the  Grecian,  and  the 
Roman. — All  our  religion,  almoft  all  our  law,  almoft  all  our  arts,  almoft  all 
that  lets  us  above  favages,  has  come  to  us  from  the  fhores  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean." 


V 
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ranean."    Thfr%General  obferved,  that cc  The  Mediterranean  would  be  a 
noble  fubjeft  for  a  poem." 

We  talked  of  tranflation.  I  laid,  I  could  not  define  it,  nor  could  I  think 
of  a  fimilitude  to  illuftrate  it ;  but  that  it  appeared  to  me  the  tranflation  of 
poetry  could  be  only  imitation.  Johnson.  cc  You  may  tranflate  books  of 
fcience  exa&ly.  You  may  alfo  tranflate  hiftory,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  not  embel- 
lifhed  with  oratory,  which  is  poetical  Poetry,  indeed,  cannot  be  translated ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  the  poets  that  preferve  languages ;  for  we  would  not  be 
at  the  trouble  to  learn  a  language,  if  we  could  have  all  that  is  written  in  it 
juft  as  well  in  a  tranflation.  But  as  the  beauties  of  poetry  cannot  be  preferred 
in  any  language  except  that  in  which  it  was  originally  written,  we  learn  the 
language." 

A  gentleman  maintained  that  the  art  of  printing  had  hurt  real  learning,  by 
difieminating  idle  writings.— Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  art 
of  printing,  we  fliould  now  have  no  learning  at  all ;  for  books  would  have 
periflied  fafter  than  they  could  have  been  tranfcribed."  This  obfervation 
ieems  not  juft,  confidering  for  how  many  ajges  books  were  preferred  by 
writing  alone. 

The  fame  gentleman  .maintained,  that  a  general  diffufion  of  knowledge 
among  a  people  was  a  difadvantage ;  for  it  made  the  vulgar  rife  above  their 
humble  fphere.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  while  knowledge  is  a  diftindtion,  thofe  who 
are  poflefled  of  it  will  naturally  rife  above  thofe  who  are  not.  Merely  to  read 
and  write  was  a  diftinQion  at  firft  j  but  we  fee  when  reading  and  writing  have 
become  general,  the  common  people  keep  their  ftations.  *  And  fo,  were 
higher  attainments  to  become  general,  the  effedt  would  be  the  fame." 

"  Goldfmith  (he  faid,)  referred  every  thing  to  vanity ;  his  virtues,  and  his 
vices  too,  were  from  that  motive.  He  was  not  a  fecial  man.  He  never 
exchanged  mind  with  you." 

We  fpent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Hook's*  Mr.  Mickle,  the  excellent  tranflator 
of  <c  The  Lufiad,"  was  there.  I  have  preferved  litde  of  the  converfation  of 
this  evening.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  «  Thomibn  had  a  true  poetical  genius,  the 
power  -of  viewing  every  thing  in  a  poetical  light.  His  fault  is  fuch  a  cloud  of 
words  fometimes,  that  the  fenfe  can  hardly  peep  through.  Shiels,  who  com- 
piled €  Cibber's  Lives  of  the  Poets,'  was  one  day  fitting  with  me.  I  took 
down  Thomfon,  and  read  aloud  a  large  portion  of  him,  and  then  afked,— -Is 
not  this  fine  ?  Shiels  having  exprefled  the  higheft  admiration.  Well,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  I  have  omitted  every  other  line/* 

I  related 
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I  related  a  difpute  between  Goldfmith  and  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley,  one  day  '  77& 
when  they  and  I  were  dining  at  Tom  Davies's,  in  1762.  Goldfmith  aflerted,  ^^.67! 
that  there  was  no  poetry  produced  in  this  age.  Dodfley  appealed  to  his  own 
Collcftion,  and  maintained,  that  though  you  could  not  find  a  Palace  like 
Dryden's  "  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,"  you  had  villages  compofed  of  very 
pretty  houfes;  and  he  mentioned  particularly  c<  The  Spleen."  Johnson.  "  I 
think  Dodfley  gave  up  the  queftion.  He  and  Goldfmith  faid  the  fame  thing  *T 
only  he  faid  it  in  a  fofter  manner  than  Goldfmith  did :  for  he  acknowledged 
that  there  was  no  poetiy,  nothing  that  towered  above  the  common  mark. 
You  may  find  wit  and  humour  in  verfe,  and  yet  no  poetry.  €  Hudibras' 
has  a  profufion  of  thefe  5  yet  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  a  poem.  c  The  Spleen/ 
in  Dodfley's  collection,  on  which  you  fay  he  chiefly  retted,  is  not  poetry/* 
Boswell.  cc  Does  not  Gray's  poetry,  Sir,  tower  above  the  common  mark  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir*  but  we  mull  attend  to  the  difference  between  what 
men  in  general  cannot  do  if  they  would,  and  what  every  man  may  do  if  he 
would.  Sixteen-ftring  Jack  towered  above  the  common  mark."  Boswell. 
cc  Then,  Sir,  what  is  poetry  ?"  Johnson.  c<  Why,  Sir,  it  is  much  eafier  to  fay 
what  it  is  not.    We  all  know  what  light  is  j  but  it  is  not  cafy  to  tell  what  it  is." 

On  Friday,  April  1 2,  I  dined  with  him  at  our  friend  Tom  Davies's,  where 
we  met  Mr.  Cradock,  a  Leicefterfhire  gentleman,  authour  of  "  Zobeide,"  a 
tragedy ;  and  Dr.  Harwood,  who  has  written  and  publiflied  various  works. 

I  introduced  Ariftode's  doftrine  in  his  "  Art  of  Poetry,"  of  c<  the  xaOo^i* 
rw  TTflOu/aalwy,  the  purging  of  the  paffions,"  as  the  purpofe  of  tragedy.  "  But 
how  are  the  paflions  to  be  purged  by  terrour  and  pity  ?"  (faid  I,  with  aa 
affumed  air  of  ignorance,  to  incite  him  to  talk,  for  which  it  was  often  necef- 
lary  to  employ  ibme  addrefs).  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider 
what  is  the  meaning  of  purging  in  the  original  fenfe.  It  is  to  expel  impuri- 
ties from  the  human  body.  The  mind  is  fubjeft  to  the  famq  imperfeftion. 
The  paflions  are  the  great  movers  of  human  aftions ;  but  they  are  mixed  with 
iiich  impurities,  that  it  is  neceflary  they  fhould  be  purged  or  refined  by  means 
of  terrour  and  pity.  For  inftance,  ambition  is  a  noble  paffion ;  but  by  fee- 
ing upon  the  ftage,  that  a  man  who  is  fo  exceffively  ambitious  as  to  raife 
himielf  by  injuftice,  is  punilhed,  we  are  terrified  at  the  fatal  confequences  of 
fuch  a  paffion.  In  die  fame  manner  a  certain  degree  of  refentment  is  necef- 
lary %  but  if  we  fee  that  a  man  carries  it  too  far,  we  pity  the  object  of  it,  and; 
are  taught  to  moderate  that  paffion."  My  record  upon  this  occafion  does 
great  injuftice  to  Johnfon's  expreffion,  which  was  fo  forcible  and.  brilliant,  that 
Mr.  Cradock  whilpefed  me,  "  O  that  his  words  were  written  in  a  book !" 

I  obfervedl 
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I  obferved  the  great  defeft  of  the  tragedy  of- "  Othello"  was,  that  it  had 
not  a  moral,  for  that  no  man;could  refift  the  circumftances  of  fulpicion  which 
were  artfully  fuggefted  to  Othello's,  mind.  Johnson.  <c  In  the  firft  place, 
Sir,  we  learn  from  Othella  this  very  ufeful  moral,  not  to  make  an  unequal 
match;  in  thefecond  place,  we  learn  not  to  yield  too  readily  to  lufpicioa 
Xhc  handkerchief  is  merely  a  trick,  though  a  very  pretty  trick;  but  there  are 
no  odier  circumftances  of  reasonable  fufpicion,  except  what  is  related  by  Iago 
of  Caffio's  warm  expreflions  concerning  Defdcmona  in  his  fleep;  and  that 
depended  entirely  upon  the  affertion  of  one  man.  No,  Sir,  I  think  Othello 
has  more  moral  than  almoft  any  play." 

Talking  of  a  penurious  gendeman  of  our  acquaintance,  Johnfon  faid, 
c<  Sir,  he  is  narrow,  not  fo  much  from  avarice,  as  from*  impotence  to  fpend  his 
money.  He  cannot  find  in  his  heart  to  pour  out  a  bottle  of  wine ;  but  he 
would  not  much  care  if  it  fhould  four/' 

He  laid,  he  wilhed  to  fee  "  John  Dfcnnis's  Critical  Works"  colle&cd. 
l>avies  faid  they  would  not  fell.     Dt-  Johnfon  feemed  to  think  othcrwife. 

Davies  faid  of  a  well  Hnown  dramatick  authour,  that  «  he  lived  upon 
potted  JiorieSy  and  that  he  made  his  way  as  Hannibal  did,  by  vinegar; 
having  begun  by  attacking  people;  particularly  the  players." 

He  reminded  Dr.  Johnfon  of  Mr.  Murphy's  having  paid  him  the  higheft 
compliment  that  ever  was  paid  to  a  layman,  by  aflcing  his  pardon  for  repeat- 
ing forne  oaths  in  the  courfe  of  telling  a  ftory. 

Johnfon  and  I  fupt  this  evening  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  in  com- 
pany with  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Nairne,  now  one  of  the 
Scotch  Judges,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Dunfman,  and  my  very  worthy  friend, 
Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitfligo. 

We  difcufied  the  queftion  whether  drinking  improved  converfation  and 
benevolence.  Sir  Jolhua  maintained  it  did.  Johnsqn.  ct  No,  Sir :  before 
dinner  men  meet  with  great  inequality  of  underftanding ;  and  thofe  who  are 
confeious  of  their  inferiority,  have  the  modefty  not  to  talk.  When  thef 
have  drunk  wine,  *very  man  feels  himfelf  happy,  and  lofes  diat  modefty, 
and  grows  impudent  and  vociferous :  but  he  is  not  improved ;  he  is  onljr 
not  fenfible  of  his  defe&s."  Sir  Jolhua  faid  that  the  Dodtor  was  talking  of 
the  effefts  of  excefs  in  wine ;  but  that  a  moderate  glafs  enlivened  the  mind, 
by  givipg  a  proper  circulation  to  the  blood.  €€  I  am  (faid  he,)  in  very  good 
fpirits  when  I  get  up  in  the  morning.  By  dinner-time  I  am  exhaufted ;  wine 
jrots  me  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  I  got  up;  and  I  am  fure  that  moderate 

drinking 
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drinking  makes  people  talk  better."  Johnson.  <c  No,  Sir;  wine  gives  not 
light,  gay,  ideal  hilarity  j  but  tumultuous,  noify,  clamourous  merriment.  I 
have  heard  none  of  thofe  drunken,— nay,  drunken  is  a  coarfe  word, — none  of 
thofe  vinous  flights."  Sir  Joshua.  c<  Becaufe  you  have  fat  by,  quite  fober, 
and  felt  an  envy  of  the  happincfs  of  thofe  who  were  drinking/'  Johnson, 
u  Perhaps,  contempt*— -And,  Sir,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  be  drunk  one's  felf,  to 
reliih  the  wit  of  drunkennefs.  Do  we  not  judge  of  the  drunken  wit  of  the 
dialogue  between  I  ago  and  Caflio,  the  moft  excellent  in  its  kind,  when  we  are 
quite  fbber  ?  Wit  is  wit,  by  whatever  means  it  is  produced  ;  and,  if  good, 
will  appear  fo  at  all  times.  I  admit  that  the  fpirits  are  raifed  by  drinking, 
as  by  the  common  participation  of  any  pleafure ;  cock-fighting,  or  bear-baiting, 
will  raife  the  fpirits  of  a  company  as  drinking  does,  though  furely  they  will 
not  improve  convention.  I  alfo  admit,  that  there  are  fome  fluggifh  men 
who  are  improved  by  drinking,  as  there  are  fruits  which  are  not  good  till  they 
are  rotten.  There  are  fuch  men,  but  they  are  medlars.  I  indeed  allow  that 
there  have  been  a  very  few  men  of  talents  who  were  improved  by  drinking ; 
but  I  maintain  that  I  am  right  as  to  the  effefts  of  drinking  in  general :  and 
let  it  be  confidered,  that  there  is  no  pofition,  however  falfe  in  its  univerfality, 
which  is  not  true  of  fome  particular  man."  Sir  William  Forbes  faid,  cc  Might 
not  a  man  warmed  with  wine  be  like  a  bottle  of  beer,  which  is  made  brifker  by 
being  fet  before  the  fire  ?" — "  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,  laughing,)  I  cannot  anlwer 
that :  that  is  too  much  for  me." 

I  obferved,  that  wine  did  fome  people  harm,  by  inflaming,  confufing,  and 
irritating  their  minds ;  but  that  the  experience  of  mankind  had  declared  in 
lavour  of  moderate  drinking.  -  Johnson.  Cf*  Sir,  I  do  not  (ay  it  is  wrong  to 
produce  felf-complacency  by  drinking ;  I  only  deny  that  it  improves  the  mind. 
"When  I  drank  wine,  I  fcorned  to  drink  it  when  in  company.  I  have 
drunk  many  a  bottle  by  myfelf :  in  the  firft  place,  becaufe  I  had  need  of  it 
to  raife  my  fpirits ;  in  the  fecond  place,  becaufe  I  would  have  nobody  to 
witntfs  its  effeCts  upon  me." 

He  told  us,  "  almoft  aU  his  Ramblers  were  written  juft  as  they  were  wanted 
for  the  prds ;  that  he  fent  a  certain  portion  of  the  copy  of  an  eflay,  and  wrote 
the  remainder,  while  the  former  part  of  it  was  printing.  When  it  was  Wanted, 
and  he  had  fairly  fat  down  to  it,  he  was  fure  it  would  be  done." 

He  faid,  that  for  general  improvement,  a  man  Ihould  read  whatever  his  im- 
diate  inclination  prompts. him  to ;  though,  to  be  fure,  if  a  man  has  a  fcience 
to  learn,  he  muft  regularly  and  refolutely  advance.  He  added,  "  what  we 
read  with  inclination  makes  a  much  ftronger  impreflion.    If  we  read  without 

Vol.  II.  K  inclination. 
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inclination,  half  the  mind  is  employed  in  fixing  the  attention  j  fo  there  is  but 
one  half  to  be  employed  on  what  we  read."  He  told  us,  he  read  Fielding's 
cc  Amelia"  through  without  (topping*.  He  faid,  "  if  a  man  begins  to  read 
in  the  middle  of  a  book,  and  feels  an  inclination  to  go  on,  let  him  not  quit  it, 
to  go  to  the  beginning.   He  may,  perhaps,  not  feel  again  the  inclination." 

Sir  Jofhua  mentioned  Mr.  Cumberland's  Odes,  which  were  juft  publifhed. 
Johnson.  <c  Why,  Sir,  they  would  have  been  thought  as  good  as  Odes 
commonly  are,  if  Cumberland  had  not  put  his  name  to  them ;  but  a  name 
immediately  draws  cenlure,  unlefs  it  be  a  name  that  bears  down  every  thing 
before  it.  Nay,  Cumberland  has  made  his  Odes  fubfidiary  to  the  fame  of 
another  man 3.  They  might  have  run  well  enough  by  themfclves ;  but  he  has 
not  only  loaded  them  with  a  name,  but  has  made  them  carry  double." 

We  talked  of  the  Reviews,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  fpoke  of  them  as  he  did  at 
Thrale's  4.  Sir  Jofhua  faid,  what  I  have  often  thought,  that  he  wondered  to 
find  fo  much  good  writing  employed  in  them,  when  the  authours  were  to 
remain  unknown,  and  fo  could  not  have  the  motive  of  fame.  Johnson,  <c  Nay, 
Sir,  thofe  who  write  in  them,  write  well,  in  order  to  be  paid  well." 

Soon  after  this  day,  he  went  to  Bath  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  had 
never  feen  that  beautiful  city,  and  wifhed  to  take  the  opportunity  of  vifiting 
it,  while  Johnfon  was  there.  Haying  written  to  him,  I  received  die  following 
anfwer : 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHY  do  you  talk  of  negled  ?  When  did  I  negleft  you  ?  If 
you  will  come  to  Bath,  we  fhall  all  be  glad  to  fee  you.  Come,  therefore,  as 
foon  as  you  can. 

cc  But  I  have  a  litde  bufinefs  for  you  at  London.  Bid  Francis  look  in  the 
paper-drawer  of  the  cheft  of  drawers  in  my  bed-chamber,  for  two  cafes ;  one 
for  the  Attorney-General,  and  one  for  the  Solicitor-General.  They  lie,  I 
think,  at  the  top  of  my  papers  s  otherwife  they  are  fomewhere  elfe,  and  will 
give  me  more  trouble. 

*  We  have  here  an  involuntary  teftimony  to  the  excellence  of  this  admirable  writer,  to  whom 
we  have  feen  that  Dr.  Johnfon  direQly  allowed  fo  little  merit* 

*  Mr.  Romney  the  painter,  who  has  now  defervedly  eftablifhed  a  high  reputation. 

*  Page  60  of  this  volume. 

"  Pleafe 
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«  Plcafe  to  write  me  immediately,  if  they  can  be  found.     Make  my  com-      »776- 
pliments  to  all  our  friends  round  the  world,  and  to  Mrs.  Williams  at  home.      /Etou&j. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

ec  Sam.  Johnson. 

cc  Search  for  the  papers  as  foon  as  you  can,  that,  if  it  is  neceflary,  I  may 
write  to  you  again  before  you  come  down." 

On  the  26th  of  April,  I  went  to  Bath  j  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  Pelican 
inn,  found  lying  for  me  an  obliging  invitation  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  by 
whom  I  was  agreeably  entertained  almoft  conftandy  during  my  ftay.  They 
were  gone  to  the  rooms  j  but  there  was  a  kind  note  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  he 
fhould  fit  at  home  all  the  evening.  I  went  to  him  dire&ly,  and  before  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thrale  returned,  we  had  by  ourfelves  fome  hours  of  tea-drinking 
and  talk. 

I  fhall  groupe  together  fuch  of  his  fayings  as  I  preferved  during  the  few 
days  that  I  was  at  Bath. 

Of  a  perfon  who  differed  from  him  in  politicks,  he  faid,  "  In  private  life 
he  is  a  very  honeft  gentleman ;  but  I  will  not  allow  him  to  be  fo  in  publick 
life.  People  may  be  honeft,  though  they  are  doing  wrong :  that  is  between 
their  Maker  and  them.  But  we,  who  are  fufFering  by  their  pernicious  condudt, 
are  to  deftroy  them.     We  are  fure  that  ■  afts  from  intereft.     We 

know  what  his  genuine  principles  were.  They  who  allow  their  pafiions  to 
confound  the  diftindHons  between  right  and  wrong,  are  criminal  They  may 
be  convinced  j  but  they  have  not  come  honeftly  by  their  convi&ion." 

It  having  been  mentioned,  I  know  not  with  what  truth,  that  a  certain  female 
political  writer,  whofe  do&rines  he  difliked,  had  of  late  become  very  fond  of 
drefs,  fat  hours  together  at  her  toilet,  and  even  put  on  rouge  i— Johnson* 
<c  She  is  better  employed  at  her  toilet  than  ufxng  her  pen.  It  is  better  fhe  fhould 
be  reddening  her  own  cheeks,  than  blackening  other  people's  characters*" 

He  told  us  that  "  Addifon  wrote  BudgelTs  papers  in  the  Spectator,  at  leaft 
mended  them  fo  much,  that  he  made  them  almoft  all  his  own;  and  that 
Draper,  Tonfon's  partner,  aflured  Mrs.  Johnfon,  that  the  much  admired 
Epilogue  to  c  The  Diftrefled  Mother/  which  came  out  in  BudgelPs  name, 
was  in  reality  written  by  Addifon/' 

"  The  mode  of  government  by  one  may  be  ill  adapted  to  a  fmall  fociety, 
but  is  beft  for  a  great  nation.  The  charadteriftick  of  our  own  government  at 
prefent  is  imbecillity.    The  magiftrate  dare  not  call  the  guards  for  fear  of 

K  2  being 
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H76'      being  hanged.     The  guards  will  not  come,  for  fear  of  being  given  up  to  the 
jffitat^-.  blind  rage  of  popular  juries." 

Of  the  father  of  one  of  our  friends,  he  obferved,  "  He  never  clarified  his 
notions,  by  filtrating  them  through  other  minds.  He  had  a  canal  upon  his 
eftate,  where  at  one  place  the  bank  was  too  low.— I  dug  the  canal  deeper," 
ftid  he. 

He  told  me  that  "  fo  long  ago  as  1748,  he  had  read  *  The  Grave,  a  Poem  V 
but  did  not  like  it  much."  I  differed  from  him  s  for  though  it  is  not  equal 
throughout,  and  is  feldom  elegantly  correft,  it  abounds  in  folemn  thought,  and 
poetical  imagery  beyond  the  common  reach.  The  world  has  differed  from 
himj  for  the  poem  has  pafied  through  many  editions,  and  is  ftill  much  read 
by  people  of  a  ferious  call  of  mind. 

A  literary  lady  of  large  fortune  was  mentioned,  as  one  who  did  good  to 
tnany,  but  by  no  means  "  by  ftealth,"  and  inftead  of  "  blulhing  to  find  it 
fame,"  afted  evidendy  from  vanity.  Johnson.  "  I  have  feen  no  beings 
who  do  as  much  good  from  benevolence,  as  fhe  does,  from  whatever  motive. 
If  there  are  fuch  under  the  earth,  or  in  the  clouds,  I  wi(h  they  wotild  come 
up,  or  come  down.  What  Soame  Jennyns  fays  upon  this  fubjeft  is  not  to  ' 
be  minded;  he  is  a  wit.  No,  Sir,  to  adt  from  pure  benevolence  is  not 
poflible  for  finite  beings.  Human  benevolence  is  mingled  with  vanity,  intereft, 
or  fome  other  motive." 

He  would  not  allow  me  to  praife  a  lady  then  at  Bath ;  obferving,  u  She  does 
not  gain  upon  me,  Sir ;  I  think  her  empty-headed."  He  was,  indeed,  a  ftern 
critick  upon  chara<Sters  and  manners.  Even  Mrs.  Thrale  did  not  efcape  his 
friendly  animadverfion  at  times.  When  he  and  I  were  one  day  endeavouring 
to  afcertain  article  by  article,  how  one  of  our  friends  could  poffibly  fpend  as 
much  money  in  his  family  as  he  told  us  he  did,  fhe  interrupted  us  with  a 
lively  extravagant  fally,  on  the  expence  of  clothing  his  children,  defcribing 
it  in  a  very  ludicrQus  and  fanciful  manner.  Johnfon  looked  a  little  angry, 
and  faid,  <c  Nay,  Madam,  when  you  are  declaiming,  declaim ;  and  when 
you  are  calculating,  calculate."  At  another  time,  when  flic  faid,  perhaps 
afle&edly,  «  I  don't  like  to  fly."     Johnson.  "  With  your  wings,  Madam, 

5  I  am  lorry  that  there  are  ao  memoirs  of  the  Reverend  Robert  Blair,  the  ao*hour  of  this 
poem.  He  was  the  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  family  of  Blair,  of  Blair  in  Ayrfhire,  bat  the 
eftate  had  defcended  to  a  female,  and  afterwards  paffed  to  the  fon  of  her  hafbaod  by  another  mar- 
riage. He  was  minifter  of  the  parifti  of  Athelftaneford,  where  Mr.  John  Home  was  his  fucceflbr  ; 
fo  that  it  may  be  truly  called  claffick  ground*  His  fon,  whd  is  of  the  fame  name,  and  a  man  emi- 
nent for  taknts  and  learning,  w  now,  with  anivcria!  approbation,  Solicitor-General  of  Scotland. 

6  you 
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you  nrnfi  fly :  but  have  a  care,  there  are  clippers  abroad."  How  very  well 
was  this  laid,  and  how  fully  has  experience  proved  the  (truth  of  it !  But 
have  they  not  clipped  rather  rudely >  and  gone  a  great  deal  clofer  than  wa$ 
necefiary  ? 

A  gentleman  expreffed  a  wifli  to  go  and  live  three  years  at  Otaheite,  or 
New-Zealand,  in  order  to  obtain  a  full  acquaintance  with  people,  fo  totally 
different  from  all  that  we  have  ever  known,  and  be  fatisfied  what  pure 
nature  can  do  for  man,  Johnson.  "  What  could  you  learn,  Sir?  What 
can  favages  tell,  but  what  they  themfelves  have  feen  ?  Of  the  paft,  or  the 
invifible,  they  can  tell  nothing.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  New* 
Zealand  are  not  in  a  ftate  of  pure  nature ;  for  it  U  plain  they  broke  off  from 
fome  other  people.  Had  they  grown  out  of  the  ground,  you  might  have 
judged  of  a  ftate  of  pure  nature.  Fanciful  people  may  talk  of  a  mythology 
being  amongft  them,  but  it  muft  be  invention.  They  have  once  had 
religion,  which  has  been  gradually  debafed.  And  what  account  of  their 
religion  can  you  fuppofe  to  be  learnt  from  lavages  ?  Only  confider,  Sir,  our 
own  ftate  :  Our  religion  is  in  a  book ;  we  have  an  order  of  men  whole  duty 
it  is  to  teach  it;  we  have  one  day  in  the  week  let  apart  for  it,  and  this  in 
general  pretty  well  obferved :  Yet  afk  the  firft  ten  grois  men  you  meet,  and! 
hear  what  they  can  tell  of  their  religion." 

On  Monday*  April  29,  he  and  I  made  an.  excyrfion  to  Briftol,  where  I 
was  entertained  with  feeing  him  inquire  upon  the  fpot,  into  the  authenticity1 
of  "  RowUy's  Poetry,"  as  I  had  feen  him  inquire  upon  the  fpot  into  the 
authenticity  of  "Offian's  Poetry."  George  Catcot,  the  pewterer,  who  was 
as  zealous  for  Rowley,  as  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  was  for  Offian,  (I  truft  my  Reve- 
rend friend  will  excufe  the  comparifon,)  attended  us  at  our  inn,  and  with  a 
triumphant  air  of  lively  fimplicity  called  out,  "  I'll  make  Dr.  Johnfon  a 
convert."  Dr.  Johnfpn,  at  his  defire,  read  aloud  fome  of  Ciutterton's  fabri- 
cated verfes,  while  Catcot  flood  at  the  back  of  his  chair,  moving  himfelf  like 
a  pendulum,  and  beating  time  with  his  feet,  and  now  and  then  looking  into 
Dr.  Johnfon's  face,  wondering  that  he  was  not  yet  convinced.  We  called 
on  Mr.  Barret,  the  furgeon,  and  faw  fome  of  the  originals  as  they  were  called, 
which  were  executed  very  artificially ;  but  from  a  careful  infpe&ion  of  them, 
and  a  confideration  of  the  circumftances  with  which  they  were  attended,  we 
were  quite  fatisfied  of  the  impofture, .  which,  indeed,  has  been  clearly  demon* 
fluted  from  internal  evidence,  by  feveral  able  criticks*. 


~\ 
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*776*  Honeft  Catcot  feemed  to  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  obje&ions,  but 
Mm,  67.  infiftei  as  an  end  of  all  controverfy,  that  we  fhould  go  with  him  to  the  tower 
of  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  RedclifF,  and  view  with  our  own  eyes  the  ancient 
cheft  in  which  the  manufcripts  were  found.  To  this,  Dr.  Johnfon  good- 
naturedly  agreed  >  and  though  troubled  with  a  fhortnefs  of  breathing,  laboured 
up  a  long  flight  of  fteps,  till  we  came  to  the  place  where  the  wondrous  cheft 
flood.  u  There,  (faid  Catcot,  with  a  bouncing  confident  credulity,)  there  is 
the  very  cheft  idelf."  After  this  ocular  demonftratum,  there  was  no  more  to  be 
faid.  He  brought  to  my  recolle&ion  a  Scotch  Highlander,  a  man  of  learning 
too,  and  who  had  feen  die  world,  attefting,  and  at  the  fame  time  giving  his 
reafons  for  the  authenticity  of  Fingal ;— €(  I  have  heard  all  that  poem  when  I 
was  young." — cc  Have  you,  Sir  ?  Pray  what  have  you  heard  ?"— "  I  have 
heard  Ofiian,  Ofcar,  and  every  one  of  them." 

Johnfon  faid  of  Chatterton,  cc  This  i$  the  moft  extraordinary  young  man 
that  has  encountered  my  knowledge.  It  is  wonderful  how  the  whelp  has  written 
fuch  things/' 

We  were  by  no  means  pleafed  with  our  inn  at  Briftol.  4<  Let  us  fee  now, 
(faid  I,)  how  we  fhould  defcribe  it,"  Johnfon  was  ready  with  his  raillery, 
"Defcribe  it,  Sir?— Why,  it  was  fb  bad  that  Bofwell  wifhed  to  be  in 
Scotland  1" 

After  Dr.  Johnfbn's  return  to  London,  I  was  feveral  times  with  him  at  his 
houfe,  where  I  occafionally  flept,  in  the  room  that  had  been  afligned  to  mc. 
1  dined  with  him  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  and  at  General 
Paoli's.  To  avoid  a  tedious  minutenefs,  I  fhall  groupe  together  what  I  have 
preferved  of  his  t:onverfation  during  this  period  alfoj  without  fpecifytng  each 
fcene  where  it  pafTed,  except  one,  which  will  be  found  fo  remarkable  as  cer- 
tainly to  deferve  a  very  particular  relation.  Where  the  place  or  the  perfbns 
do  not  contribute  to  the  zeft  of  the  converfation,  it  is  unneceflaiy  to  encumber 
my  page  with  mentioning  them.  To  know  of  what  vintage  our  wine  is, 
enables  us  to  judge  of  its  value,  and  to  drink  it  with  more  relifh :  but  to  have 
the  produce  of  each  vine  of  one  vineyard,  in  the  fame  year,  kept  feparate, 
would  ferve  no  purpofe.  To  know  that  our  wine  (to  ufe  an  advertifinjg 
phrafe,)  is  "  of  the  ftock  of  an  Ambaffadour  lately  deceafed,"  heightens  its 
flavour :  but  it  fignifies  nothing  to  know  the  bin  where  each  bottle  was  oace 
depofited, 

"  Garrick  (he  obferved,)  does  not  play  the  part  of  Archer  in  <€  The  Beaux 
Stratagem"  well.  The  gentleman  fhould  break  out  through  the  footman, 
which  is  not  the  cafe  as  he  docs  it,^ 

1  «  Where 
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cc  Where  there  is  no  education,  as  in  favage  countries,  men  will  have  the      1776. 
upper  hand  of  women.     Bodily  ftrength,  no  doubt,  contributes  to  this :  but  it  %jb£~£?9 
would  be  fo,  exclufive  of  that ;  for  it  is  mind  that  always  governs.     When  it 
comes  to  dry  understanding,  man  has  the  better." 

"  The  little  volumes  entitled  cc  Re/public*"  which  are  very  well  done,  were 
a  bookfeller's  work." 

«  There  is  much  talk  of  the  mifery  which  we  caufe  to  the  brute  creation ; 
but  they  are  recompenfed  by  exiftence.  If  they  were  not  ufeful  to  man,  and 
therefore  protedted  by  him,  they  would  not  be  nearly  fo  numerous."  This 
argument  is  to  be  found  in  the  able  and  benignant  Hutchinfon's  "  Moral 
Philofophy."  But  the  queftion  is,  whether  the  animals  who  endure  fuch 
fufferings  of  various  kinds,  for  the  lervice  and  entertainment  of  man,  -would 
accept  of  exiftence  upon  the  terms  on  which  they  have  it.  Madame  Sevigne, 
who,  though  flic  had  many  enjoyments,  felt  with  delicate  fenfibility  the  preva- 
lence of  mifery*  complains  of  the  talk  of  exiftence  having  been  impofed  upon 
her  without  her  confent. 

cc  That  man  is  never  happy  for  the  prefcnt  is  fo  true,  that  all  his  relief 
from  unhappinefs  is  only  forgetting  himfelf  for  a  little  while.  Life  is  a  pro- 
grefs  from  want  to  want,  not  from  enjoyment  to  enjoyment." 

"  Though  many  men  are  nominally  entrufted  with  the  adminiftration  of 
hofpitals  and  other  publick  inftitutions,  almoft  all  the  good  is  done  by  one 
man,  by  whom  the  reft  are  driven  on;  owing  to  confidence  in  him,  and 
indolence  in  them." 

€€  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters  to  his  fon,  I  think,  might  be  made  a  very 
pretty  book.  Take  out  the  immorality,  and  it  fhoukl  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
every  young  gentleman.  An  elegant  manner  and  eafinefs  of  behaviour  are 
acquired  gradually  and  imperceptibly.  No  man  can  fay,  *  I'll  be  genteel/ 
There  are  ten  genteel  wome^  for  one  genteel  man,  becaufe  they  are  more 
reftrained.  A  man  without  fome  degree  of  reftraint  is  infuflerable  5  but  we 
are  all  lefs  reftrained  than  women.  Were  a  woman  fitting  in  company  to  put 
out  her  legs  before  her  as  moft  men  do,  we  fhould  be  tempted  to  kick 
them  in." 

No  man  was  a  more  attentive  and  nice  obferver  of  behaviour  in  thofe  in 
whofe  company  he  happened  to  be,  than  Johnfon $  or,  however  ftrange  it  may 
feem  to  many,  had  a  higher  eftimation  of  its  refinements.  Lord  Eliot  informs 
me,  that  one  day  when  Johnfon  and  he  were  at  dinner  at  a  gentleman's  houfe 
in  London,  upon  Lord  Chefterfield's  Letters  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  fur- 
prized  the  company  by  this  fentence ;  "  Every  man  of  any  education  would 

rather 
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1776.  rathef  be  called  a  rafcal,  than  accufed  of  deficiency  in  the  graces"  ftfrr. 
s7trtT~6"J  Gibbon,  who  was  prefent,  turned  to  a  lady  who  knew  Johnfon  well  and  lived 
much  with  him,  and  in  his  quaint  manner,  tapping  his  box,  addreffed  her  thus  : 
"  Don't  you  think,  Madam,  (looking  towards  Johnibn,)  that  among  all  your 
acquaintance  you  could  find  me  exception  i"  The  lady  fmiled,  and  feerlied 
to  acqniefce. 

"  I  read  (faid  he)  Sharped  letters  on  Italy  over  again  when  I  was  at  Bath. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  matter  in  them." 

"  Mrs.  Williams  was  angry  that  Thrale's  family  did  not  fend  regularly  to 
her  every  time  they  heard  from  me  while  I  was  in  the  Hebrides.  Little 
people  are  apt  to  be  jealous :  but  they  flvould  not  be  jealous ;  for  they  ought  to 
confider,  that  fuperiour  attention  will  necefiarily  be  paid  to  fuperiour  fortune 
or  rank.  Two  perfohs  may  have  equal  merit,  and  on  that  account  may  have 
an  equal  claim  to  attention  5  but  one  of  them  may  have  alfo  fortune  and  rank, 
and  fo  may  hate  a  double  claim:" 

Talking  of  his  notes  on  Shaklpeare,  he  faid,  "  I  defpife  thofe  who  do  not 
fee  that  I  am  right  in  the  paflage  where  as  is  repeated,  and  c  affes  of  great 
change'  introduced.     That  on  c  To  be,  or  not  to  be/  is  difputable  V 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  found  fitting  with  him  one  morning,  feid,  that  in 
his  opinion  the  character  of  ah  infidel  was  more  deteftable  than  that  of  a  man 
notbrioufly  guilty  of  an  atrocious  crime.  I  differed  from  him,  becaufe  We 
are  furer  of  the  odioufnefs  of  die  one,  than  of  the  errour  of  the  other. 
Johnson.  cc  Sir,  I  agree  with  him  j  for  the  infidel  would  be  guilty  of  any 
crime  if  he  Were  inclined  to  it." 

"  Many  things  which  ire  falfe  are  tranfmkred  from  book  to  book,  and  gain 
credit  in  the  world.  One  of  thefe  is  the  cry  agairtft  the  evil  of  luxury.  Now 
the  truth  is,  that  luxury  produces  much  good.  Take  the  luxury  of  building 
in  London.  Does  it  ndt  produce  real  advantage  m  the  •ctoftVenieftcgr  and 
elegance  of  accommodation,  and  this  all  from  the  ttcertion  of  uKtaftry? 
People  will  tell  ycta,  With  a  melancholy  face,  how  many  builders  are  in  gaoL 
It  is  plain  they  are  in  gaol,  not  far  building ;  for  rents  are  not  falfcn.—A 
man  gives  half  a  guinea  for  a  difh  of  green  peas.  How  much  gardening  does 
this  occafion  ?  how  mariy  tebo\!irers  muft  the  Competition  to  have  ftich  things 

7  It  may  be  obfervfeA,  Chat  Mr.  Malbne,  in  Ms  very  valuable  ecKnon  of  ShaTefpeafe,  has  fully 
vindicated  Dr.  Johnfon  from  the  idle  cenTnres  which  the  firft  df  thelc  notes  has  given  rife  fo* 
The  interpretation  of  the  other  paflage,  which  Or.  Johnfon  allows  to  be  di/futabU,  he  hat  clearly 
(hewn  to  be  erroneous. 

early 
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early  in  the  market,  keep  in  employment  ?  You  will  hear  it  faid,  very  gravely, 

1  Why  was  not  the  half-guinea,  thus  fpent  in  luxury,  given  to  the  poor  ?    To  jgxai.  (T- 

how  many  might  it  have  afforded  a  good  meal  ? '    Alas !  has  it  not  gone  to 

die  induftrious  poor,  whom  it  is  better  to  fupport  than  the  idle  poor  ?     You 

are  much  furer  that  you  are  doing  good  when  you  pay  money  to  thoU*  who 

vork,  as  the  recompence  of  their  labour,  than  when  you  give  money  merely 

in  charity.     Suppofe  the  ancient  luxury  of  a  dilh  of  peacock's  brains  were  to 

be  revived  s  how  many  carcafes  would  be  left  to  the  poor  at  a  cheap  rate  ?  And 

as  to  the  rout  that  is  made  about  people  who  are  ruined  by  extravagance, 

it  is  no  matter  to  the  nation  that  fome  individuals  fuffer.     When  fo  much 

general  produ&ive  exertion  is  the  confequence  of  luxury,  the  nation  does  not 

care  though  there  are  debtors  in  gaol ;  nay,  they  would  not  care  though  their 

creditors  were  there  too." 

The  uncommon  vivacity  of  General  Oglethorpe's  mind,  and  variety  of  know* 
ledge,  having  fometimes  made  his  converfation  feem  too  defultory,  Johnfon 
obfcrved,  "  Oglethorpe,  Sir,  never  completes  what  he  has  to  fay/* 

When  I  complained  of  having  dined  at  a  fplendid  table  without  hearing 
one  fentence  of  converfation  worthy  of  being  remembered,  he  laid,  "  Sir, 
there  feldom  is  any  fuch  converfation."  Boswell.  cc  Why  then  meet  at 
table  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  to  eat  and  drink  together,  and  promote  kind- 
nefs ;  and,  Sir,  this  is  better  done  when  there  is  no  folid  converfation ;  for 
when  there  is,  people  differ  in  opinion,  and  get  into  bad  humour,  or  fome  of 
the  company  who  are  not  capable  of  fuch  converfation,  are  left  out,  and  feel 
themielves  uneafy.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  faid,  he  always 
talked  bawdy  at  his  table,  becaufe  in  that  all  could  join." 

Being  irritated  by  hearing  a  gendeman  afk  Mr.  Levett  a  variety  of  queftions 
concerning  him,  when  he  was  fitting  by,  he  broke  out,  "  Sir,  you  have  but 
two  topicks,  yourfelf  and  me.  I  am  fick  of  both."—"  A  man  (faid  he) 
fhould  not  talk  of  himfelf,  nor  much  of  any  particular  perfon.  He  fhould 
take  care  not  to  be  made  a  proverb;  and,  therefore,  fhould  avoid  having  any 
one  topick  of  which  people  can  fay,  €  We  fhall  hear  him  upon  it.'  There  was 
a  Dr.  Oldfield,  who  was  always  talking  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
came  into  a  coffee-houfe  one  day,  and  told  that  his  Grace  had  fpoken  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  for  half  an  hour.  c  Did  he  indeed  fpeak  for  half  an  hour?' 
(faid  Belchier,  the  furgeon.)— <  Yes/— c  And  what  did  he  fay  of  Dr. 
Oldfield  ?  — '  Nothing/— c  Why  then,  Sir,  he  was  very  ungrateful ;  for  Dr. 
Oldfield  could  not  have  fpoken  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  faying  fome- 
thing  of  him." 

Vol.  II.  L  «  Every 
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177&  *  Every  man  is  ta  take  exiftence  on  the  terms  on  which  it  is  given  to  him- 
*M&l6j,  ^a  fotnc-  men  it  is  given  on  condition  of  not  taking  liberties,  which  other 
men  may  take  without  much  harm.  One  man  may  drink  wine  and  be- 
nothing  the  worfe  fci  it ;  on  another  wine  may  have  effe&s  fo  inflammatory 
as  to  injure  him  both  in  body  and  mind,  and  perhaps  make  him  commit 
ibmething  for  which  he  may  deferve  to  be  hanged." 

u  Lord  Hailes's  c  Annals  of  Scodand*  have  not  that  pointed  form  which 
is  the  tafte  of  this  age j  but  it  is  a  book  which  will  always  fell,,  it  has  fuch  a 
liability  of  dates,,  fuch  a  certainty  of  fads,  and  fuch  a  punctuality  of  citation, 
I  never  before  read  Scotch,  hiftory  with  certainty/' 

I  aflced  him  whether  he  would  advife  me  to  read  the  Bible  with  a  com- 
mentary, and  what  commentaries  he  would  recommend.     Johnson.  "  To 
be  fure,  Sir,  I  would  have  you  read ,  the  Bible  with  a  commentary  -,  and  I 
would  recommend  Lowth  and  Patrick,  on  the  Old  Teftament,  and  Hammond, 
on  the  New." 

During  my  (lay  in  London  this  fpring,  I  folicitcd  his  attention  to  another. 
Taw  cafe,  in  which  I  was  engaged.    In  the  courfe  of  a  contefted  election  for 
the  borough  of  Dunfermline,  which  I  attended,  as  one  of  my  friend  Colonek 
(now  Sir  Archibald)  Campbell's  counfel,  a  man,  one  of  his  political  agents,, 
who  was  charged  with  having  been  unfaithful  to  his  employer,  and  having 
deferted  to  the  oppofite  party  for  a  pecuniary  rewan}— attacked  very  rudely  in 
a  newfpaper  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Thomfon,  one  of  the  minifters  of 
that  place,  on  account  of  a  fuppo  fed  allufion  to  him  in  one  of  his  fermons. 
Upon  this  the  minifter,  on  a  fubfequent  Sunday,   arraigned  him  by  name 
from  the  pulpit  with  fome  feverity ;  and  the  agent,  after  the  fermon.  was  over,, 
rofe  up  and  afked  the  minifter  aloud,   "  What  bribe  he  had  received  for 
telling  fo  many  lies  from  the  chair  of  veracity-/ *    I"  was  prefent  at  this  very? 
extraordinary  fcene.     The  perfon  arraigned,  and  his  father  and  brother,  who 
had  alio  had  a  fhare  both  of  the  reproof  from  the  pulpit*  and  in  the  retalia- 
tion, brought  an  a£bon  againft  Mr.  Thomfon,  in  the.  Court  of  Seifion,  for 
defamation  and  damages,  and.  I  was  one  of  the  counfel  for  the  reverend, 
defendant.      Tfa  Liberty  of  the  Pulpit  was  our  great  ground  of  defence ;. 
but  we  argued  alio  on  the  provocation  of  the  previous  attack,  and  on. the, 
inftant  retaliation.    The  Court  of.  Seflion,  however,,  the  fifteen  Judges,  who 
are  at  the  fame  time  the  jury,  decided  againft  the  minifter,  contrary  to  my 
humble  opinion  $  and  feveral  of  them  expreffed  themfelves  with  indignation; 
againft  him.     He  was  an  aged  gentleman,  formerly  a  military  chaplain,  and 
a  man  of  high  fpirit  and  honour.    Johnfon  was  fatisfied  that  the  judgement 
a  was* 
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was  wrong,  and   di&ated  to  me  the  following  argument    in  confutation      *77& 
ofit:  StTSl 

"Of  the  cenfure  pronounced  from  the  pulpit,  our  determination  muft 
be  formed,  as  in  other  cafes,  by  a  confideration  of  the  aftion  itfelf,  and  the 
particular  circumftances  with  which  it  is  inverted. 

"  The  right  of  cenfure  and  rebuke  feems  neceffarily  appendant  to  the  paftoral 
office.  He*  to  whom  the  care  of  a  congregation  is  entrufted,  is  confidered  as 
the  (hepherd  of  a  flock,  as  the  teacher  of  a  fchool,  as  the  father  of  a  family. 
As  a  ihepherd  tending  not  his  own  fheep  but  thofe  of  his  matter,  he  is 
anfwerable  for  thofe  that  ftray,  and  that  lofe  themfelves  by  ftraying.  But  no 
man  can  be  anfwerable  for  lofies  -which  he  has  not  power  to  prevent,  or  for 
vagrancy  which  he  has  not  authority  to  reftrain, 

cc  As  a  teacher  giving  inftru&ion  for  wages,  and  liable  to  reproach  if  thofe 
whom  he  undertakes  to  inform  make  no  proficiency,  he  muft  have  the  power 
of  enforcing  attendance,  of  awakening  negligence,  and  repreffing  con- 
tradiction. 

cc  As  a  father,  he  poflefles  the  paternal  authority  of  admonition,  rebuke, 
and  punifhment.  He  cannot  without  reducing  his  office  to  an  empty  name, 
be  hindered  from  the  exercife  of  any  pra&ice  neceflary  to  ftimulate  the  idle, 
to  reform  the  vicious,  to  check  the  petulant,  and  correct  the  (tub born. 

c<  If  we  enquire  into  the  pra&ice  of  the  primitive  church,  we  fhall,  I 
believe,  find  the  ministers  of  the  Word  exercifing  the  whole  authority  of  this 
complicated  character.  We  (hall  find  them  not  only  encouraging  the  good 
.  by  exhortation,  but  terrifying  the  wicked  by  reproof  and  denunciation.  In 
the  earlieft  ages  of  the  Church,  while  religion  was  yet  pure  from  fecular 
advantages,  the  punifhment  of  firmer s  was  publick  cenfure,  and  open  penances 
penalties  infli&ed  merely  by  ecclefiaftical  authority,  at  a  time  While  the  church 
had  yet  no  help  from  the  civil  power,  while  the  hand  of  the  magiftrate  lifted 
only  die  rod  of  perfecution;  and  when  governours  were  ready  to  afford  a 
refuge  to  all  thofe  who  fled  from  clerical  authority. 

"  That  the  Church,  therefore,  had  once  a  power  of  publick  ceniure  is 
evident,  becaufe  that  power  was  frequently  exercifecL  That  it  borrowed  not 
its  power  from  the  civil  authority,  is  likewife  certain,  becaufe  civil  authority 
was  at  that  time  its  enenly. 

cc  The  hour  came  at  length,  when  after  three  hundred  years  of  ftruggle  and 
diftrefs.  Truth  took  pofftflion  of  imperial  power,  and  the  civil  laws  lent  their  aid 
to  the  ecclefiaftical  cooftitutions.    The  magiftrate  from  that  time  co-operated 

L  2  with 
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f776-  with  the  prieft,  and  clerical  fentences  were  made  efficacious  by  fecular  force. 
iEtat.  67.  But  the  State,  when  it  came  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Church,  had  no  intention 
to  diminifh  its  authority.  Thofe  rebukes  and  thofe  cenfures  which  were 
lawful  before,  were  lawful  ftill.  But  they  had  hitherto  operated  only  upon 
voluntary  fubmiflion.  The  refraftory  and  contemptuous  were  at  firft  in  no 
danger  of  temporal  feverities,  except  what  they  might  fuffer  from  the 
reproaches  of  confeience,  or  the  deteftation  of  their  fellow  Chriftians.  When 
religion  obtained  the  fupport  of  law,  if  admonitions  and  cenfures  had  no 
effeft,  they  were  feconded  by  the  magiftratfcs  with  coercion  and  punifliment. 

cc  It  therefore  appears  from  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  that  the  right  of  infli&ing 
lhame  by  publick  cenfure,  has  been  always  confidertd  as  inherent  in  the 
Church;  and  that  this  right  was  not  conferred  by  the  civil  power;  for,  it  was 
exercifed  when  the  civil  power  operated  againft  it.  By  the  civil  power  it 
was  never  taken  away;  for  the  Chriftian  magiftrate  interpofed  his  office  not 
to  refcue  finners  from  cenfure,  but  to  flipply  more  powerful  means  of  re- 
formation ;  to  add  pain  where  fhame  was  inefficient ;  and  when  men  were 
proclaimed  unworthy  of  the  fociety  of  the  faithful,  to  reftrain  them  by 
imprifonment,  from  fpreading  abroad  the  contagion  of  wickednefs. 

<*  It  is  not  improbable  that  from  this  acknowledged  power  of  publick 
cenfure,  grew  in  time  the  practice  of  auricular  confeffion.  Thofe  who 
'dreaded  the  blaft  of  publick  reprehenfion,  were  willing  to  fubmit  themfelves 
to  the  prieft,  by  a  private  accufation  of  themfelves ;  and  to  obtain  a  recon- 
ciliation with  the  Church  by  a  kind  of  clandeftine  abfolution  and  invifible 
penance ;  conditions  with  which  the  prieft  would  in  times  of  ignorance  and 
corruption  eafily  comply,  as  they  increafed  his  influence,  by  adding  the 
knowledge  of  fecret  fins  to  that  of  notorious  offences,  and  enlarged  his 
authority,  by  making  him  the  fole  arbiter  of  the  terms  of  reconcilement. 

"  From  this  bondage  the  Reformation  fet  us  free.  The  minifter  has  no 
longer  power  to  prefs  into  the  retirements  of  confeience,  to  torture  us  by 
interrogatories,  or  put  himfelf  in  pofleflion  of  our  fecrets  and  our  lives.  But 
though  we  have  thus  controuled  his  ufurpations,  his  juft  and  original  power 
remains  unimpaired.  He  may  ftill  fee,  though  he  may  not  pry :  he  may  yet 
hear,  though  he  may  not  queftion.  And  that  knowledge  which  his  eyes  and 
ears  force  upon  him  it  is  ftill  his  duty  to  ufe,  for  the  benefit  of  his  flock.  A 
father  who  lives  near  a  wicked  neighbour,  may  forbid  a  fon  to  frequent  his 
company.  A  minifter  who  has  in  his  congregation  a  man  of  open  and 
feandalous  Vickednefs,  may  warn  his  parifhioners  to  fhun  his  converfarion. 

T.o  warn  xhsm,  is  Aot  only  lawful,  but  not  to  wain  them  w0uld.be  criminal. 

He 
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He  may  warn  them  one  by  one  in  friendly  converfe,  or  by  a  parochial  *77& 
vifitation.  But  if  he  may  warn  each  man  fingly,  what  fhall  forbid  him  to  ^i^f^ 
warn  them  all  together  ?  Of  that  which  is  to  be  made  known  to  all,  how 
is  there  any  difference  whether  it  be  communicated  to  each  fingly,  or  to  all 
together  ?  What  is  known  to  all,  muft  neceflarily  be  publick.  Whether 
it  fhall  be  publick  at  once,  or  publick  by  degrees,  is  the  only  queftion.  And 
of  a  iiidden  and  folemn  publication  the  impreffion  is  deeper,  and  the  warning 
more  efFe&uaL 

€*  It  may  eafily  be  urged,  if  a  minifter  be  thus  left  at  liberty  to  delate 
finners  from  the  pulpit,  and  to  publifh  at  will  the  crimes  of  a  parifhioner, 
he  may  often  blaft  the  innocent,  and  diftrefs  the  timorous.  He  may  be 
fufpicious,  and  condemn  without  evidence;  he  may  be  rafh,-  and  judge 
without  examination;  he  may  be  fevere,  and  treat  flight  offences  with  too 
much  harfhnefs;  he  may  be  malignant  and  partial,  and  gratify  his  private 
intereft  or  refentment,  under  the  fhelter  of  his  paftoral  charafter. 

Cf  Of  all  this  there  is  poflibility,  and  of  all  this  there  is  danger.  But  if 
poffibility  of  evil  be  to  exclude  good,  no  good  ever  can  be  done.  If 
nothing  is  to  be  attempted  in  which  there  is  danger,  we  muft  all  fink  .into 
hopelefs  ina&ivity.  The  evils  that  may  be  feared  from  this  pradfcice  arife  not 
from  any  defedt  in  the  inftitution,  but  from  the  infirmities  of  human  nature. 
Power,  in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed,  will  be  fometimes  improperly  exerted  > . 
yet  courts  of  law  muft  judge,,  though  they  will  fometimes  judge  amifs.  A 
father  muft  inftrud  his  children,  though  he  himfelf  may  often  want  in- 
ftru&ion.  A  minifter  muft  cenfure  finners,  though  his  cenfure  may  be  fome- 
times erroneous  by  want  of  judgement,  and  fometimes  unjuft  by  want  of 
honefty. 

€€  If  we  examine  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  cafe,  we.  fhall  find  the 
fentence  neither  erroneous  nor  unjuft  5  we  fhall  find  no  breach  of  private 
confidence,  no  intrufion  into  fecret  tranfattions.     The  fa£t  was  notorious  and 
indubitable ;  fo  eafy  to  be  proved,  that  no  proof  was  defired.    The  aft  was  . 
bafe  and  treacherous,  the  perpetration  infolent  and  open,  and  the. example, 
naturally  mifehievous.     The  minifter,  however,  being  retired  and  reclufe>> 
had  not  yet  heard  what  was  publickly  known  throughout  the  parifh ;  and  on . 
occafion  of  a  publick  ele&ion,  warned  his  people,  according  to  his  duty, , 
againft  the  crimes  which  publick  eleftions  frequently  produce.     His  warning 
was  felt  by  one  of  his  parifhoners,  as  pointed  particularly  at  himfelf.     But 
inftead  of  producing  as  might  be  wifhed,  private  compundtion  and  immediate 
reformation,  it  kindled  only  rage  and  refentment.    He  charged  his  minifter, , 

in. 
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in  a  publick  pfaper,  with  fcandal,  defamation,  and  falfehood.  The  mmifttt* 
thus  reproached,  had  his  own  chara&er  to  vindicate,  upon  which  his  paftoral 
authority  mvft  neceflkity  depend.  To  be  charged  with  a  defamatory  lie  is 
axi  injury  which  no  man  patiently  endures  in  common  life.  To  be  charged 
with  polluting  die  paftoral  office  with  fcandal  and  -falfehood  was  a  violation 
of  character  ftill  more  atrocious,  as  it  afie&ed  not  only  his  perfonal  but  his 
clerical  veracity.  His  indignation  naturally  rofe  ifi  proportion  to  his  honefty* 
and  with  all  the  fortitude  of  injured  honefty,  he  dared  this  calutaniator  in  the 
.church,  and  at  once  exonerated  himfelf  from  cenfure,  and  refcued  his  flock 
from  deception  and  from  danger.  The  man  whom  he  accufes  pretends  not 
to  be  ionocent4  or  at  fcaft  only  pretends,  for  he  declines  a  trial.  The  crime 
*)f  which  he  is  accufed  has  frequent  opportunities  and  ftrong  temptations*  It 
jias  already  fpread  far,  with  much  depravation  of  private  morals,  and  much 
injury  to  publick  happinefs.  To  warn  the  people,  therefore,  againft  it  was 
not  wanton  and  officious,  but  neceflary  and  paftoral. 

"  What  then  is  the  fault  with  which  this  worthy  minifter  is  charged  ?  He 
•lias  ufurped  no  dominion  over  confcience.  He  has  exerted  no  authority  in 
jupport  of  doubtful  and  controverted  opinions.  He  has  not  dragged  into 
light  a  bafhful  and  corrigible  firmer.  His  cenfure  was  directed  againft  a 
ibreach  of  morality,  againft  an  ad  which  no  man  juftifies.  The  man  who 
.appropriated  this  cenfure  to  himfelf,  is  evidently  and  notorioufly  guilty.  .  His 
*confcioufnefs  of  his  own  wickednefs  incited  him  to  attack  his  faithful  reprover 
with  open  infolence  and  painted  accufations.  Such  an  attack  made  defence 
neceflary,,  and* we  hope  it  will  be  at  lafb  decided  that  the  means  of  defence 
were  juft  an<T  lawful* 

When  I  read  this  to  Mr.  Burke,  he  was  highly  pleafed,  and  exclaimed, 
«"  Well,  he  does  his  work  in  a  workman-like  manner8." 

Mr.  Thomfon  wifhed  to  bring  the  caufe  by  appeal  before  the  Houfe  of 
JLorcbj  but  was  difliiaded  by  the  advice  of  the  noble  perfon  who  now  prefides 
fo  ably  in  that  Moft  Honourable  Houfe,  and  who  was  then  Attorney-General. 
As  my  readers  will  no  doubt  be  glad  alio  to  read  the  opinion  of  this  eminent 
man  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  I  fhall  here  infert  it. 

8  As  a  proof  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  extraordinary  powers  of  compofition,  it  appears  from  the  original 

jnanufcript  of  this  excellent  diflertadon,  of  which  he  dictated  the  firft  eight  paragraphs  on  the 

loth  of  May,  and  the  remainder  on  the  13th,  that  there  are  in  the  Whole  only  feven  corrections, 

or  rather  variations,  and  thofe  not  confiderable*    Such  were  at  once  the  rigorous  and  accurate 

emanations  of  his  mind, 

Case, 
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Case.  .  _*?__r 

"  Thi?£  is  herewith  laid  before  you,  ^^  **• 

«  i#  Petition  for  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Thomforu  miniften  o( 

Dunfermline. 
cc  a.  Anfwers  thereto- 

**  3-  Copy  of  the  judgement  of  the  Court  of  Seflion  upon  both* 
"  4.  Notes  of  the  opinions  of  the  Judges,,  being  the  realbns  upon 
which  their  decree  is  grounded* 

*  Thefe  papers  you  will  pleafe  to  perufe,  and  give  your  opinion, 

cc  Whether  there  is  a  probability  of  the  above  decree  of  the  Court        N 
of  Seflion's  being  reverted*  if  Mr.Thomfon  fhould  appeal 
fix>m  the  fame  ?  '* 

**  I  do-^t  think  the  appeal  advifeable :  not  only  becaufe  the  value  of  the 
judgement  is  &  no  degree  adequate  to.  the  expence>  but  becaufe  there  aw 
many  chances,  that,  upon  the  general  complexion  of  the  cafe,  the  iaiprejfiam 
will  be  taken  to  the  difcdyantage  of  the  appellant* 

"  It  is  impoflible  to  approve  the  ftyle  of  that  fermon.  But  the  cmplointt 
ipas  not  lefs  ungracious  from  that  man,  who  had  behaved  fq  ill  by  his  original, 
libel,  and*  at  the  time,  when  he  received  tfie  reproach  J]e;  qoropUw  qL: 
U\  the  laft  article  all  the  plaintiffs  are  equally  concerned.  It  ftnjck  me  alfa 
Tfith  foipe  wonder,,  that  the  Judges  Ihould  think  fp  much  fervour  appofite  t% 
the  occafion  of  reproving  the  defendant  for  a.  little  «gce& 

"  ifpotu  the  matter,,  however,  I  agree  with  diem  in  condemning  the 
behaviour  of  the  minifter  >  and  in  thinking  it  a  fubjeft  fit  for  ecclefta&cai 
ctnfure  v  and  even  for  ark  aft  ion,  if  aoy  individual  could  qualify  *  a  wrong,  wd] 
au  damage  arifing  from  it.  But  this  I  doubt*  The  circumftance  of  publishing. 
the  reproach  in  a  pulpit*  though  extremely  indecent,,  and  culpable  in  another 
row,  does  not  conftitute  av  different  fort  of  wrong,. or  any  other  rule  of  lasr,. 
than  would  have  obtained,  if  the  fame  words  had  been. pronounced  clfewhere, 
I:dop't  know,  whether  there  be  any  difference  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  in  the 
definition* of  Dander,  before  tha  CommUTaries,  or  the  Court  of  Seflion*  The* 
qiaufMrvlaw.of  England  does  not  give  way  to  actions  for  every  reproachful! 
T?ond*    An  action  cannot  b*  brought  for  general  damages,  upon  any  words, 

•  It  is  curious  to  obferve  that  Lord  Thurlo.w  has  here,  perhaps  in  compliment  to  North. 
Britain,  made  ufe  of  a  term  of  tfc*  Scotch  law,  which  to  ah  Englifh  reader  may  require 
ttplanatioiu    To  qualify,  a  wiong,  is  to  ppint  out-andeftabliftx  it* 

which* 


So  THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

177&     which  import  lefs  than  an  offence  cognifable  by  law ;  confequently  no  adtion 

iEtat.67.  could  have  been  brought  here  for  the  words  in  queftion.     Both  laws  admit 

the  truth  to  be  a  juftificarion  in  a&ions  for  words  \  and  the  law  of  England 

does  the  fame  in  aftions  for  libels.    The  judgement,  therefore,  feems  to  me 

to  have  been  wrong,  in  that  the  Court  repelled  that  defence. 

» 

"  E.  Thurlow." 

'  I  am  now  to  record  a  very  curious  incident  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  Life,  which  fell 
under  my  own  obfervation ;  of  which  pars  magna  fui,  and  which  I  am  per- 
fiiaded  will,  with  the  liberal-minded,  be  much  to  his  credit. 

-My  defire  of  being  acquainted  with  celebrated  men  of  every  defcription,  had 
made  me,  much  about  the  fame  time,  obtain  an  introduftion  to  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  and  to  John  Wilkes,  Elq.  Two  men  more  different  could  perhaps 
not  be  fele&ed  out  from  all  mankind.  They  had  even  attacked  one  another 
with  fome  alperity  in  their  writings  \  yet  I  lived  in  habits  of  friendship  with 
both.  I  could  fully  relifh  die  excellence  of  each  -,  for  I  have  ever  delighted  in 
that  intelle&ual  chymiftry  which  can  feparate  good  qualities  from  evil  in  the 
fame  t  ,rfon* 

Sir  jchnPringle, u  mine  own  friend  and  my  Father's  friend,"  between  whom 
and  Dr.  Johnfon  I  in  vain  wifhed  to  cftablifh  an  acquaintance,  as  I  refpe&ed  and 
lived  in  intimacy  with  both  of  them,  obferved  to  me  once,  very  ingenioufly, cc  It 
is  not  in  friendfhip  as  in  mathematicks,  where  two  things,  each  equal  to  a  third, 
are  equal  between  themfelves.  You  agree  with  Johnfon  as  a  middle  quality, 
and  you  agree  with  me  as  a  middle  quality ;  but  Johnfon  and  I  fhould  not 
agree."  Sir  John  was  not  fufficiently  flexible;  fo  I  defifted;  knowing,  indeed, 
that  the  repulfion  was  equally  ftrong  on  the  part  of  Johnfon ;  who,  I  know  not 
from  what  caufe,  unlefs  his  being  a  Scotchman,  had  formed  a  very  erroneous 
opinion  of  Sir  John.  But  I  conceived  an  irrefiftible  wifh,  if  poflible,  to 
bring  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Wilkes  together.  How  to  manage  it/  was  a  nice 
and  difficult  matter. 

My  worthy  bookfellers  and  friends,  Meflieurs  Dillys  in  the  Poultry,  at 
whofe  hofpitable  and  well-covered  table  I  have  feen  a  greater  number  of 
literary  men  than  at  any  other,  except  that  of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  had  invited 
me  to  meet  Mr.  Wilkes  and  fome  more  gendemen  on  Wedneftlay,  May  1  $. 
«  Pray  (faid  I,)  let  us  have  Dr.  Johnfon."—"  What,  with  Mr.  Wilkes  ?  not 
for  the  world,  (faid  Mr.  Edward  Dilly)  :  Dr.  Johnfon  would  never  forgive 
jsne."— iC  Come,  (faid  I,)  if  you'll  let  me  negotiate  for  you,  I  will  be  anfwerable 
4  that 
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that  all  Ihall  go  well."  Dill  v.  «  Nay,  if  you  will  take  it  upon  you,  I  am 
fore  I  fliall  be  very  happy  to  fee  them  both  here," 

Notwithftanding  the  high  veneration  which  I  entertained  for  Dr.  Johnfbn,  I 
was  fen  fib  le  that  he  was  fometimes  a  little  aftuated  by  the  fpirit  of  contradic- 
tion, and  by  means  of  that  I  hoped  I  fhould  gain  my  point.  I  was  perfuaded  that 
if  I  had  come  upon  him  withadireft  propofal,  "  Sir,  will  you  dine  in  company 
with  Jack  Wilkes  ?"  he  would  have  flown  into  a  paflion,  and  would  probably 
have  anfwered,  "Dine  with  Jack  Wilkes,  Sir!  I'd  as  foon  dine  with  Jack 
Ketch  V*  I  therefore,  while  we  were  fitting  quietly  by  ourfelves  at  his  houfe 
in  an  evening,  took  occafion  to  open  my  plan  thus :— "  Mr.  Dilly,  Sir,  fends 
Jlis  refpeftful  compliments  to  you,  and  would  be  happy  if  you  would  do  him 
the  honour  to  dine  with  him  on  Wednefday  next  along  with  me,  as  I  muft 
loon  go  to  Scotland."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Dilly.  I  will 
wait  upon  him—-"  Boswell.  c<  Providecl,  Sir,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  company 
which  he* is  to  have  is  agreeable  to  you."  Johnson.  cc  What  do  you 
mean,  Sir  ?  What  do  you  take  me  for  ?  Do  you  think  I  am  fo  ignorant  of 
the  world,  as  to  imagine  that  I  am  to  prefcribe  to  a  gentleman  what  company 
he  is  to  have  at  his  table  ?"  Boswell.  "  I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,  for  wifhing 
to  prevent  you  from  meeting  people  whom  you  might  not  like.  Perhaps 
he  may  have  fome  of  what  he  calls  his  patriotick  friends  with  him."  Johnson. 
"  Well,  Sir,  and  what  then  ?  What  care  /  for  his  patriotick  friends  ?  Poh !" 
Boswell.  "  I  (hould  not  be  furprized  to  find  Jack  Wilkes  there."  Johnson. 
cc  And  if  Jack  Wilkes  Jbtidd  be  there,  what  is  that  to  me,  Sir  ?  My  dear 
friend,  let  us  have  no  more  of  this.  I  am  forry  to  be  angry  with  you ;  but 
really  it  is  treating  me  ftrangely  to  talk  to  me  as  if  I  could  not  meet  any 
company  whatever,  occafionally."  #  Boswell.  "  Pray  forgive  me,  Sir:  I  meant 
well.  But  you  fhall  meet  whoever  comes,  for  me."  Thus  I  fecured  him, 
and  told  Dilly  that  he  would  find  him  very  well  pleafed  to  be  one  of  his 
guefts  on  the  day  appointed. 

Upon  the  much-expe&ed  Wednefday,  I  called  on  him  about  half  an  hour 
before  dinner,  as  I  often  did  when  we  were  to  dine  out  together,  to  fee  that 
he  was  ready  in  time,  and  to  accompany  him.  *  I  found  him  buffeting 
his  books,  as  upon  a  former  occafion  *,  covered  with  duft,  and  making  no 
preparation  for  going  abroad.  cc  How  is  this,  Sir  ?  (faid  I).  Don't  you 
recoiled:  that  you  are  to  dine  at  Mr.  Dilly's  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  did  not 

•  This  has  been  circulated  as  if  adually  laid  by  Johnfon,  when  the  truth  is  it  was  odyf*}p*f*d  by  me. 
1  See  page  47  of  this  volume* 

Vol.  II.  "  M  '         think 
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i776-     think  of  going  to  Dilly's :  it  went  out  of  my  head.     I  have  ordered  dinner  at 

-£tat.  67.  home  with  Mrs.  Williams."     Boswell.  cc  But,  my  dear  Sir,  you  know  you 

were  engaged  to  Mr.  Dilly,  and  I  told  him  lb.     He  will  expeft  you,  and  will 

be  much  difappointed  if  you  don't  come."     Johnson.  "  You  muft  talk  to 

Mrs.  Williams  about  this." 

Here  was  a  fad  dilemma.  I  feared  that  what  I  was  fo  confident  I  had 
fecured  would  yet  be  fruftrated.  He  had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  fliew  Mrs. 
v  Williams  fuch  a  degree  of  humane  attention,  as  frequently  impofed  fome 
reftraint  upon  him ;  and  I  knew  that  if  fhe  fhould  be  obftinate,  he  would  not 
ilir.  I  haftened  down  ftairs  to  the  blind  lady's  room,  and  told  her  I  was  in 
great  uneafinefs,  for  Dr.  Johnfon  had  engaged  to  me  to  dine  this  day  at  Mr. 
Dilly's,  but  that  he  had  told  me  he  had  forgotten  his  engagement,  and  had 
ordered  dinner  at  home.  "  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  ihe,  pretty  peevifhly,)  Dr.  Johnfon 
is  to  dine  at  home."—"  Madam,  (faid  I,)  his  relpeft  for  you  is  fuch,  that  I 
know  he  will  not  leave  you  unlefs  you  abfolutely  defire  it.  But  as  you  have  fb 
much  of  his  company,  I  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to  forego  it  for  a  day,  as 
Mr.  Dilly  is  a  very  worthy  man,  has  frequently  had  agreeable  parties  at  his 
houfe  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  will  be  vexed  if  the  Doctor  negledts  him  to-day* 
And  then,  Madam,  be  pleafed  to  confider  my  fituation ;  I  carried  the  meflage, 
and  I  aflured  Mr.  Dilly  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  come,,  and  no  doubt  he  has 
made  a  dinner,  an$I  invited  a  company,  and  boafted  of  the  honour  he 
expedted  to  have.  I  fhall  be  quite  difgraced  if  the  Doftor  is  not  there." 
She  gradually  foftened  to  my  felicitations,  which  were  certainly  as  earneft  as 
moft  entreaties  to  ladies  upon  any  occafion,  and  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
empower  me  to  tell  Dr.  Johnfon,  "  That  all  things  confidered,  Ihe  thought 
he  fhould  certainly  go."  I  flew  back  tojiim,  ftill  in  duft,  and  carelefs  of 
what  fhould  be  the  event,  "  indifferent  in  his  choice  to  go  or  flay*"  but  as 
foon  as  I  had  announced  to  him  Mrs.  Williams's  content,  he  roared,  "  Frank, 
a  clean  fhirt,"  and  was  very  foon  dreft.  When  I  had  him  fairly  feated.  in  a 
hackney-coach  with  me,  I  exulted  as  much  as  a  fortune-hunter  who  has 
got  an  heirefs  into  a  poft-chaife  with  him  to  fet  out  for  Gretna-Green. 

When  we  entered  Mr.  Dilly's  drawing-room,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  midft 
of  a  company  he  did  not  know.  I  kept  myfelf  fnug  and  filent,  watching  how  he 
would  condudt  himfelf.  I  obferved  him  whifpering  to  Mr.  Dilly,  "  Who  is  that 
gentleman,  Sir  ?"— "  Mr.  Arthur  Lee." — Johnson.  "  Tut,  tut,  tut,"  (under 
his  breath,)  which  was  one  of  his  habitual  mutterings.  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  could 
not  but  be  very  obnoxious  to  Johnfon,  for  he  was  not  only  a  patriot  but  an 
American.    He  was  afterwards  minifter  from  the  United  States  at  the  court 

of 
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of  Madrid.  "  And  who  is  the  gendeman  in  lace  ?"— :«  Mr.  Wilkes,  Sir."  '776. 
This,  information  confounded  him  ftill  more;  he  had  fome  difficulty  to  jg^  ^ 
reftrain  himfelf,  and  taking  up  a  book,  fat  down  upon  a  window-feat  and 
read,  or  at  leaft  kept  his  eye  upon  it  intently  for  fome  time,  till  he  com- 
pofed  himfelf.  His  feelings,  I  dare  lay,  were  aukward  enough.  But  he 
no  doubt  recolledted  his  having  rated  me  for  fuppofing  that  he  could  be  at 
all  difconcerted  by  any  company,  and  he,  therrfbre,  refolutely  fet  himfelf  to 
behave  quite  as  an  eafy  man  of  the  world,  who  could  adapt  himfelf  at  once 
to  the  difpofition  and  manners  of  thofe  whom  he  might  chance  to  meet. 

The  cheering  found  of <c  Dinner  is  upon  the  table,"  diflblved  his  reverie,  and 
we  all  fat  down  without  any  fymptom  of  ill  humour.  There  were  prefent, 
befides  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  Mr.  Arthur  JLee,  who  was  an  old  companion  of  mine 
when  he  ftudied  phyfick  at  Edinburgh,  Mr.  (now  Sir  John)  Miller,  Dr. 
Lettfom,  and  Mr.  Slater  the  druggift.  Mr.  Wilkes  placed  himfelf  next  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  and  behaved  to  him  with  fo  much  attention  and  politenefs,  that  he 
gained  upon  him  infenfibly.  No  man  eat  more  heartily  than  Johnfon,  or 
loved  better  what  was  nice  and  delicate.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  very  afllduous  in 
helping  him  to  fome  fine  veal.  "  Pray  give  me  leave,  Sir: — It  is  better 
here — A  little  of  the  brown — Some  fat,  Sir— A  litde  of  the  fluffing — Some 
gravy— Let  me  have  the  pleafure  of  giving  you  fome  butter— Allow  me  to 
recommend  a  fqueeze  of  this  orange—or  the  lemon,  perhaps,  may  have 
more  zeft."*— "  Sir,  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Sir/'  cried  Johnfon,  bowing, 
and  turning  his  head  to  him  with  a  look  for  fome  time  of  "  furly  virtue  %" 
but,  in  a  ihort  while,  of  complacency. 

Foote  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  faid,  "  He  is  not  a  good  mimick." 
One  of  the  company  added,  ff  A  merry  Andrew,  a  buffoon."  Johnson. 
u  But  he  has  wit  too,  and  is  not  deficient  in  ideas,  or  in  fertility  and  variety 
of  imagery,  and  not  empty  of  reading ;  he  has  knowledge  enough  to  fill  up 
his  part.  One  fpecies  of  wit  he  has  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  of  efcape.  . 
You  drive  him  into  a  corner  with  both  hands;  but  he's  gone,  Sir,  when  you 
think  you  have  got  him — like  an  animal  that  jumps  over  your  head.  Then 
he  has  a  great  range  for  his  witj  he  never  lets  truth  ftand  between  him  and  a 
jeft,  and  he  is  fometimes  mighty  coarfe.  Garrick  is  under  many  reftraints 
from  which  Foote  is  free."  Wilkes.  "  Garrick's  wit  is  more  like  Lord 
Chefterfield's."  Johnson.  "  The  firft  time  I  was  in  company  with  Foote  was 
at  Fitzherbert's.  Having  no  good  opinion  of  the  fellow,  1  was  refolved  not 
to  be  pleafed,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  pleafe  a  man  againft  his  will.     I  went 

*  Johnfon's  u  London,  a  Poem,"  v.  145. 

M  2  on 
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on  eating  my  dinner  pretty  fullenly,  affe&ing  not  to  mind  him.  But  tKr 
dog  was  fo  very  comical,  that  I  was  obliged  to  lay  down  my  knife  and  fork,, 
throw  myfelf  back  upon  my  chair,  and  fairly  laugh  it  out.  No,  Sir,  he  was 
irrefiftible  K  He  upon  one  occafion  experienced,  in  an  extraordinary  degree, 
the  efficacy  of -his  powers  of  entertaining*  Amongft  the  many  and  various 
modes  which  he  tried  of  getting  money,  he  became  a  partner  with  a  fmall- 
beer  brewer,  and  he  was  to  have  a  (hare  of  the  profits  for  procuring  cuftomers 
amongft  his  numerous  acquaintance.  Fitzherbert  was  one  who  took  his 
fmall-beer  $  but  it  was  *  fo  bad  that  the  fervants  refolved  not  to  drink  it. 
They  were  at  fome  lofe  how  to  notify  their  refolution,  being  afraid  of 
offending  their  mafter,  who  they  knew  liked  Foote  much  as  a  companion. 
At  laft  they  fixed  upon  a  little  black  boy,  who  was  rather  a  favourite,  to  be 
their  deputy,  and  deliver  their  remonftrance  j  and  having  invefted  him  with 
the  whole  authority  of  the  kitchen,  he  was  to  inform  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  in  all 
their  names*  upon  a  certain  day,  that  they  wouldxlrink  Foote's  fmall-beer 
no  longer.  On  that  day  Foote  happened  to  dine  at  Fitzherbert's,  and  this 
boy-ferved  at  table  ;  he  was  fo  delighted  with  Foote's  ftories,  and  merriment, 
and  grimace,  that  when  he  went  down  ftairs,  he  told  them,  cf  This  is. the 
fineft  man  I  have  ever  feen.  I  will  not  deliver  your  meflage.  I  will  drink 
his  fmall-beer." 

Somebody  obferved  that  Garrick  could  not  have  done  this.  Wilkes. 
"  Garrick  would  have  made  the  fmall-beer  ftill  fmaller.  He  is  now  leaving 
the  ftage>  but  he  will  play  Scrub  all  his  life-"  I  knew  that  Jphnfon  would 
let  nobody  attack  Garrick  but  himfelf,  as  Garrick  once  laid  to  me,  and  I  had 
heard  him  praife  his  liberality;  fo  to  bring  out  his  commendation  of  his 
celebrated  pupil,  I  faid,  loudly,  "  I  have  heard  Garrick  is  liberal."  Johnson, 
"  Yes,  Sir,  I  know  that  Garrick  has  given  away  -more  money  than  any  man 
in  England  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  that  not  from  oftcntatious  views. 
Garrick  was  very  poor  when  he  began  life ;  fo  when  he  came  to  have  money,, 
he  probably  was  very  unlkilful  in  giving  away,  and  faved  when  he  fhould  not. 
But  Garrick  began  to  be  liberal  as  foon  as  he  could  j  and  I  am  of  opinion, 
the  reputation  of  avarice  which  he  has  had,  has  been  very  lucky  for  him,  and , 
prevented  his  having  many  enemies.  You  defpife  a  man  for  avarice,  but 
do  not  hate  him.  Garrick  vmight  have  been  much  better  attacked  for  living 
with  more  fplendour  than  is  fuitable  to  a  player :  if  they  had  had  the  wit  to 
have  afiauked  him  in  that  quarter,  they  might  have  galled  him  more.     But. 

3  Foote  told  me  that  Johnfon  {aid  of  him,  "  For  loud  obftteperou*  broad-faced  mirth,  I  know 
sot  his  equal." 

2  they 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHtfSON. 

&ey  have  kept  clamouring  about  his  avarice,  which  has  refcued  him  from 
much  obloquy  and  envy/' 

Talking  of  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  authentick  information  for 
biography,.  Johnfon  told  us,  *c  When  I  was  a  young  fellow  I  wanted  to  write 
the  c  Life  of  Dryden/  and  in  order  to  get  materials,  I  applied  to  the  only 
two  perfbns  then  alive  who  had  feen, him;  thefe  were  old  Swiriey,  and  old 
Cibber.  Swiney's  information  was  no  more  than  this,  *  That  at  Will's  coffee- 
houfe  Dryden  had  a  particular  chair  for  himfelf,  which  was  fet  by  the  fire  in 
winter,  and  was  then  called  his  winter-chair ;  and  that  it  was  carried  out  for 
him  to  the  balcony  in  fummer,  and  was  then  called,  his  fummer-chair/  Cibber 
could  tell  no  more  but  c  That  he  remembered  him  a  decent  old  man,  arbiter 
of  critical  difputes  at  Will's/  You  are  to  confider  that  Cibber  was  then  at 
a  great  diftance  from  Dryden,  had  perhaps  one  leg  only  in  the  room,  and 
durft  not  draw  in  the  other."  Boswell.  <c  Yet  Cibber  was  a  man  of  obferva- 
tion  ?"  Johnson*  <c  I  think  not,"  Boswell,  "  You  will  allow  his  c  Apology* 
to  be  well  done.'*  Johnson.  "Very  well  done,  to  before,.  Sir.  That  book, 
is  a  ftriking.  proof  of  the  juftice  of  Pope's  remark: 

c  Each  might  his  feveral  province  well  command, 
'  *  Would  all  but  ftoop^td  what  they  underftand." 

Soswill.  w  And  his  plays  are  good/*  Johnson.  «  Yes;  but  that  was  his 
trade  5  Vejprit  du  corps ,  he  had  been  all  his  life  among  players  and  play* 
writers,  I  wondered  that  he  had  fo  little  to  lay  is  conversation*  for  he  had 
kept  the  beft  company,  and  learnt  all  that  can  be  got  by  the  ear.  He  abufed 
Pindar  to  me,  and  then  fhewed  me  an  Ode  of  his  own,  with  an  abford  couplet, 
making  a  linnet  foar  on  an  eagle's  wing4.  I  told  him  that  when  the  ancients 
made  a  fioiile,  they  always  made  it  like  fomething  real." 

Mr.  Wilkes  remarked,,  that  <c  among  all  the  bold  flights  of  Shaklpeare's 
imagination,  the  boldeft  was  making  Birnam-wood  march  to  Dunfinane ; 
creating  a  wood  where  there  never  was  a  fhrub ;  a  wood  in  Scotland !  ha ! 
ha !  ha  ! "  And  he.alfo  obferved,  that c<  the  clannifh  flavery  of  the  Highlands 
of  Scodand  was  the  fingle  exception  to  Milton's  remark  of  c  The  Mountain 
Nymph,  fweet  Liberty,'  being  worfhipped  in  all  hilly  countries." — cc  When  I 
was  at  Inverary  (faid  he,)  on  a  vifk  to  my  old  friend,  Archibald,  Duke  of 
-Argyle,  his  dependents  congratulated  me  on  being  foch  a  favourite  of  his 
Grace.     I  faid,  c  It  is  then,  gentlemen,  truly  lucky  for  me  ;  for  if  I  had 

♦-  See  page  217  of  Vol.  I. 

difpleafed* 
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»776-      diipleafed  the  Duke,  and  he  had  wiflied  it,  there  is  not  a  Campbell  among  yon 
Am.  67.  but  would  have  been  ready  to  bring  John  Wilkes's  head  to  him  in  a  charger* 
It  would  have  i>een  only 

'<  Off  with  his  head !    So  much  for  Aylejbury* 

J  was  then  member  for  Aylefbury." 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Wilkes  talked  of  the  contefted  paflage  in  Horace's 

"  Art   of  .Poetry,"    <c  Difficile  eft  proprie  communia    dicere"     Mr.  Wilkes, 

.according  to  my  note,  gave  the  interpretation  thus :   "  It  is  difficult  to  lpeak 

with  propriety  of  common  things ;    as,  if  a  poet  had  to  fpeak  of  Queen 

Caroline  drinking  tea,  he  mufl:  endeavour  to  avoid  the  vulgarity  of  cups  and 

faucers."     But  upon  reading  my  note,  he  tells  me  that  he  meant  to  fay,  that 

cc  the  word  communia,  being  a  Roman  law  term,  fignifies  here  things  .communis 

juris,  that  is  to  fay,  what  have  never  yet  been  treated  by  any  body  $  and  this 

.appears  clearly  from  what  followed, 

€  ■  _  __  Tuque 

e  Rellius  Miacum  carmen  deducts  in  aftus, 

€  Quamftproferres  ignota  indittaque primus" 

You  will  eafier  make  a  tragedy  out  of  the  Iliad  than  on  any  fubje<5t  not 
handled  before 5.     Johnson.  <c  He  means  that  it  is  difficult  to  appropriate 

to 

5  My  very  pleafant  Friend  himfelf,  as  well  as  others  who  remember  old  ftories,  will  no  doubt 
ftartle,  when  I  obferve  that  John  Wilkes  here  (hews  himfelf  to  be  of  the  Warburtonian 
School.  It  is  neverthelefs  true,  as  appears  from  Dr.  Hard  the  Bilhop  of  Worcester's  very 
elegant  commentary  and  notes  on  the  "  Epiftola  ad  Pi/ones" 

It  is  neceffary  to  a  fairconfideration  of  the  queftion,  that  the  whole  paflage  in  which  the  words 
occur  fhould  be  kept  in  view : 

"  Si  quid  inexpert  um  Jcena  committis,  et  audes 
*€  Per/bnam  formart  no<vam,  fervetur  ad  imum 

Stgalis  ab  incept  a  procefferit%  et  Jibi  conftet.  * 

Difficile  eft  proprie  communia  dicere  :  tuque 
"  Retfius  Iliacum  carmen  deducis  in  a8us, 
"  Quamfiproferres  ignota  indi 8 aque  primus. 
t€  Publica  materies  prii/ati  juris  erit,  ft 
"  Non  circa  itilem  patulumque  moraberis  orbem, 
"  Nee  verbum  verbo  curabis  redder e  fidus 
t€  Ihterpres\  nee  deft  lies  imitator  in  art  urn 
€€  Unde  pedem  prof  err e  pudor  <vetat  aut  operis  lex." 

The  "  Commentary"  thus  illuftrates  it :  "  But  the  formation  of  quite  new  charatlert  is  a 
work  of  great  difficulty  and  hazard.    For  here  there  is  no  generally  received  and  fixed  arcbetjpe 

to 
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to  particular  perlbns  qualities  which  arc  common  to  all  mankind,  .as  Homer      1776. 

has  done."  MuC&?. 

Wilkes. 

to  wotk  after,  but  every  .one  judges  of  common  right,  according  to  the  extent  and  comprehenfion 
of  his  own  idea;  therefore  he  advifes  to  labour  and  refit  old  characters  and  fubjeSs,  particularly 
thofe  made  known  and  authorifed  by  the  practice  of  Homer  and  the  Epick  writers. 

The  "  Note1'  is, 

*'  Difficile  est  pk.opr.ie  communiadicere."  Lambin's Comment  is  "  Communia  hoc  loco 
appellat  Horatius  argumenta  fabularum  a  nulla  adhuc  traBata  :  et  it  a,  qua?  cuivis  expofita  funt  et  in 
medio  quodammodo  pofita,  quaft  'vacua  et  a  nemine  occupata."  And  that  this  is  the  true  meaning  of 
communia  is  evidently  fixed  by  the  words  ignoia  indi&aque,  which  are  explanatory  of  it ;  fo  that 
the  fenfe  given  it  in  the  commentary,  is  unqueftionably  the  right  one.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
the  clearnefs  of  the  cafe,  a  late  critick  hath  this  ftrange  paflage:  "  Difficile  quidem  effe  proprii 
communia  dice  re,  hoc  eft',  materiam  vulgarem,  notam  et  e  medio  petitam,  ita  immutare  atque  exornare, 
utnova  etfcriptori  propria  videatur,  ultro  conCedtmus ;  et  max  i mi  procul  dubio  ponderis  ifta  eft  obfervatiom 
Sed  omnibus  utrinque  collatis,  et  turn  difficilis,  turn  venufti,  tarn  judkii  quam  ingenii  ratione  habit  a  > 
major  videtur  ejfe  gloria  fabulam  formare  peniius  novam,  quam  veterem,  utcunque  mutatam,  de  now 
exhibere.  (Poet.  PrseL  v.  ii.  p.  164.)  Where  having  firft  put  a  wrong  conftruclion  on  the  word 
communia,  he  employs  it  to  introduce  an  impertinent-  criticifm.  For  where  does  the  poet  prefer 
the  glory  of  refitting  old  fubjecls  to  that  of  inventing  new  ones  ?  The  contrary  is  implied  in 
what  he  urges  about  the  fupcriour  difficulty  of  the  latter,  from  which  he  difluades  his  country, 
men,  only  in-refpeft  of  their  abilities  and  inexperience  in  thefe  matters;  and  in  order  to  cultivate 
in  them,  which  is- -the  main  view  of  the  Epiftle,  a  fpirit  of  corrc&nefs,  by  fending  them  to  the 
old  fubjedls,  treated  by  the  Greek  writers." 

For  my  own  part  (with  all  deference  for  Dr.  Hurd,  who  thinks  the  cafe  clear,)  I  confider  the 
paflage,  •'  Difficile  eft  proprie  communia  dicere,"  to  be  a  crux  for  the  criticks  on  Horace* 

The  explication  which  My  Lord  of  Worcefter  treats  with  fo  much  contempt,  is  neverthelefs 
countenanced  by  authority  which  I  find  quoted  by  the  learned  Baxter,  in  his  edition  of  Horace, 
**  Difficile  eft  proprie  communia  dicere,  h.  e.  res  vulgares  difertis  verbis  enarrare,  velhumile  thema 
cum  dignitate  traclare*     Difficile  eft  communes  res  propriis  explicare  'verbis.     Vet.  Schol." 

I  was  much  difappointed  to  find  that  the  great  critick,  Dr.  Bent  ley,  has  no  note  upon  this  very 
diffieult  paflage,  as  from  his  vigorous  and  illuminated  mind  I  fliould  have  expected  to  receive 
more  fati&fa&ion  than  I  have  yet  had. 

Sanation  thus  treats  of  it,  "  Proprie  communia  dicere ;  c 'eft  a  dire  qu'il    n'eft  pas  aifi  de 
former  a  ces  perfonnages  d*  imagination  des  car  ad  eves  particulars  et   ceptndant  vraifemblables* 
Comme  Von  a  ete  U  maitre  de  Us  former  tels  qu'on  a  *voulu,  let  fautes  que  Von  fait  en  cela  font 
mains  pardonnables*     C'eft  pourquoi  Horace  confeille  de  prendre  toujour s  des  fujets  connus  tels 
que  font  par  exemple  ceux  que  Von  pent  tirer  des  poemes  d'Homere." 

And  Dacier  obferves  upon  it,  "  Apres  avoir  marque  les  deux  qualitis  qu'il  faut  donner  aux 
perfonnages  qu'on  invent e9  il  confeille  aux  Poetes  tragiques,  de  n'ufer  pas  trop  faciltment  de  cette 
liberie  quill  ont  d'en  inv  enter,  car  il  eft  tres  difficile  a\  reuffir  dans  ces  nowveaux  cara3eres.  II 
eft  mal  aife,  dit  Horace^,  de  traiter  proprement,  e'eft  a  dire  convenablement,  des  fujets  communs  ; 
e'eft  a  d/re,  des  fujets  inventes,  et  qui  nont  aucun  fondement  ni  dam  I'Hsftoire  ni  dans  la  Fable ; 
et  il  Us  appelU  communs,  parce  qu  Us  font  en  difpofition  a  tout  U  monde9  et  que  tout  U  monde  a  le 

droit  • 


THE    LIFE    OF    Dtt    JOHNSON, 

Wilkis.  "  Wc  have  no  City-Poet  now  j  that  is  an  office  which  lias  gone 
into  difufe.  'The  laft  was  Elkanah  Settle.  There  is  fomething  m  names 
which  one  cannot  help  feeling.  Now  Elkanah  Settle  founds  fo  queer,  who 
can  expeft  much  from  that  name  ?  We  fliould  have  no  hefitation  to  give  it 
for  Jphn  Dryden,  in  preference  to  Elkanah  Settle,,  from  the  names  only, 
without  knowing  their  different  merits."  Johnson.  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  Settle 
did  as  well  for  Aldermen  in  his  time,  as  John  Home  could  do  now.  Where 
•did  Beckford  and  Trecothick  learn  Englifh?" 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  mentioned  fome  Scotch  who  had  taken  pofieffion  of  a. 
barren  part  of  America,  and  wondered  why  they  fhould  choofe  it.  Johnson, 
"  Why,  Sir,  all  barrennefs  is  comparative.  The  Scotch  would  not  knoy£ 
it  to  be  barren."  Boswell.  "  Come,  come,  he  is  flattering  the  Englifh. 
You  have  now  been  in  Scotland,  Sir,  and  fay  if  you  did  not  fee  meat 
and  drink  enough  there."  Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sir  -,  meat  and  drink 
enough  to  give  the  inhabitants  fufficient  ftrength  to  run  away  from  home." 
All  thefe  quick  and  lively  fallies  were  faid  fportively,  quite  in  jeft,  and 
with  a  fmile,  which  Showed  that  he  meant  only  wit.  Upon  this  topick  he 
and  Mr.  Wilkes  could  perfectly  aflimilatei  here  was  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  I  was  confeious  that  as  both  of  them  had  vifited  Caledonia,  both 
were  folly  fatisfied  of  the  ftrange  narrow  ignorance  of  thofe  who  imagine 
that  it  is  a  land  of  famine.  But  they  amufed  themfelves  with  perfevering 
in  the  old  jokes.  When  I  claimed  a  fuperiority  for  Scotland  over  Eng- 
land in  one  refpefl,  that  no  man  can  be  arretted  there  for  a  debt  merely 
becaufe  another  fwears  it  againff  him ;  but  there  muft  firft  be  the  judge- 
ment of  a  court  of  law  ascertaining  its  jufticej   and  that  a  fcizure  of  the 

droit  de  let  inventor,  ret  qu'ihfont,  comwu  on  dit,  au  premier  occupant"    Sec  his  obfervations  at 
large  on  this  expreffion  and  the  following.     . 

After  all,  I  cannot  help  entertaining  fome  doubt  whether  the  words,  ««  Difficile  eft  proprie 
tomnamia  dkere,"  may  not  have  been  thrown  in  by  Horace  to  form  a  fe par  ate  article  in  a 
«•  choice  of  difficulties'*  which  a  poet  has  to  encounter,  who  choofes  a  new  fubjed ;  in  which 
cafe  it  muft  be  uncertain  which  of  the  various  explanations  is  the  true  one,  and  every  reader  has 
a  right  to  decide  as  it  may  ftrike  his  own  fancy.  And  even  mould  the  words  be  underffood  as 
they  generally  are,  to  be  connected  both  with  what  goes  before,  and  what  comes  after,  the  cxatf 
fenfe  cannot  be  abfolutely  afcertained ;  for  inftance,  whether  proprie  is  meant  to  fignify  in  an 
appropriated  manner,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  here  unddftands  it,  or,  as  it  is  often  ufed  by  Cicero,  nvitb 
propriety,  or  elegantly.  In  Qiort,  it  is  a  rare  inttance  of  a  defect  in  perfpicuity  in  an  admirable 
writer,  who  with  almoft  every  fpecies  of  excellence,  is  peculiarly  remarkable  for  that  quality. 
The  length  of  this  note  perhaps  require*  an  apology.  Many  of  my  readers*  I  doubt  not,  will 
admit  that  a  critical  difcuffion  of  a  pai&ge  in  a  favourite  claffick  is  very  engaging. 

perfon, 
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pcrfon  before  judgement  is  obtained  can  take  place  only,  if  his  creditor  fhould  *77°"- 
fwear  that  he  is  about  to  fly  from  the  country,  or,  as  it  is  technically  ^t.  67. 
exprefled,  is  in  meditatione  fug*.  Wilkes.  "  That,  I  fhould  think,  may  be 
fafely  fworn  of  all  the  Scotch  nation."  Johnson,  (to  Mr.  Wilkes)  "  You 
muft  know,  Sir,  I  lately  took  my  friend  Bofwell  and  fhewed  him  genuine  civilifed 
life  in  an  Englifh  provincial  town.  I  turned  him  loofe  at  Lichfield,  my  native 
city,  that  he  might  fee  for  once  real  civility :  for  you  know  he  lives  among 
favages  in  Scotland,  and  among  rakes  in  London."  Wilkes.  "  Except  when 
he  is  with  grave,  fober,  decent  people  like  you  and  me,"  Johnson,  (fmiling) 
«  And  we  afhamed  of  him." 

They  were  quite  frank  and  eafy.  Johnfon  told  the  ftory  of  his  aflcing  Mrs. 
Macaulay  to  allow  her  footman  to  fit  down  with  them,  to  prove  the  ridiculouf- 
nefs  of  the  argument  for  the  equality  of  mankind;  and  he  faid  to  me  afterwards, 
with  *  nod  of  fatisfa&ion,  "  You  faw  Mr.  Wilkes  acquiefced."  Wilkes  talked 
with  all  imaginable  freedom  of  the  ludicrous  tide  given  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  Diabolus  Regis,  adding,  <c  I  have  reafon  to  know  fomething  about  that 
officer,  for  I  was  profecuted  for  a  libeL"  Johnfon,  who  many  people  would 
have  fbppofed  muft  have  been  furioufly  angry  at  hearing  this  talked  of  fo  lightly, 
faid  not  a  word.  -  He  was  now,  indeed,  "  a  good-humoured  fellow." 

After  dinner  we  had  an  acceflion  of  Mrs,  Knowles,  the  Quaker  lady,  well 
lenown  for  her  various  talents,  and  of  Mr.  Alderman  Lee.  Amidft  fbme 
patriotick  groans,  fomebody  (Lthink  the  Alderman)  faid,  <c  Poor  Old  England 
is  loft."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  fo  much  to  be  lamented  that  Old  Eng- 
land is  loft,  as  that  the  Scotch  have  found  it6."  Wilkes.  "  Had  Lord  Bute 
governed  Scotland  only,  I  fhould  not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  his 
eulogy,  and  dedicate  l  Mortimer*  to  him." 

Mr.  Wilkes  held  a  candle  to  fhew  a  fine  print  of  a  beautiful  female  figure 
which  hung  in  the  room,  and  pointed  out  the  elegant  contour  of  the  bofom 
with  the  Anger  of  an  arch  connoiifeur.  He  afterwards  waggiflxly  infilled  with 
inc,  that  all  the  time  Johnfon  fhewed  vifible  figns  of  a  fervent  admiration  of 
the  correfponding  charms  of  the  fair  Quaker, 

This  record,  though  by  no  means  fo  perfect  as  I  could  wifh,  will  ferve  to 
give  a  notion  of  a  very  curious  interview,  which  was  not  only  pleafing  at 
die  time,  but  had  the  agreeable  and  benignant  effect  of  reconciling  any 

•  It  would  not  become  me  to  expatiate  on  this  ftrong  and  pointed  remark,  in  which  a  vciy 
great  deal  of  meaning  is  condemned* 

Vol,  II.  N  ajiimofity, 
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animofity,  and  fweetening  any  acidity,  which  in  the  various  buftle  of  political 
conteft,  had  been  produced  in  the  minds  of  two  men,  who  though  widely 
different,  had  fo  many  things  in  common— claffical  learning,  modern  litera- 
ture, wit,  and  humour,  and  ready  repartee— that  it  would  have  been  much  to 
be  regretted  if  they  had  been  for  ever  at  a  diftance  from  each  other. 

Mr.  Burke  gave  me  much  credit  for  this  foccefsfol  negotiation-,  and 
pleafantly  faid,  that <c  there  was  nothing  to  equal  it  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  the 
Corps  Diplomatique" 

I  attended  Dr.  Johnfon  home,  and  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  hear  him  tell 

Mrs.  Williams  how  much  he  had  been  pleafcd  with  Mr.  Wilkes's  company,* 

>  ... 

and  what  an  agreeable  day  he  had  pafled. 

I  talked  a  good  deal  to  him  of  the  celebrated  Margaret  Caroline  Rudd, 
whom  I  had  vifited,  induced  by  the  fame  of  her  talents*  addrefs,  and  irrefiftible 
power  of  fafcination.  To  a  lady  who  difapproved  of  my  vifiting  her,  he  laid 
on  a  former  occafion,  cc  Nay,  Madam,  Bofwejl  is  in  the  right ;  I  fhould  have 

9 

vifited  her  myfel£  were  it  not  that  they  have  now  a  trick  of  putting  every 
thing  into  the  newlpapers."  This  evening  he  exclaimed,  "  I  envy  him  his 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Rudd." 

I  mentioned  a  fcheme  which  I  had  of  making  a  tour  to  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
and  giving  a  foil  account  of  it ;  and  that  Mr.  Burke  had  playfully  fuggefted  as 
a  motto, 

"  The  proper  ftudy  of  mankind  is  Man." 

Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  will  get  more  by  the  book  than  the  jaunt  will  coft  you* 
fo  you  will  have  your  diverfion  for  nothing,  and  add  to  your  reputation." 

On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  I  took  leave  of  him,  being  to  let  out  for 
Scotland.  I  thanked  him  with  great  warmth  for  all  his  kindnefs.  "  Sir,  (faid 
he,)  you  are  very  welcome.    Nobody  repays  it  with  more-" 

How  very  falfe  is  the  notion  which  has  gone  round  the  world  of  the  rough, 
and  palfionate,  and  harfh  manners  of  this  great  and  good  man.  That  he  had 
occafional  fallies  of  heat  of  temper,  and  that  he  was  fomltimes,  perhaps,  too 
fC  eafily  provoked "  by  abfordity  and  folly,  and  fomctimes  too  defirous  of 
triumph  in  colloquial  conteft,  muft  be  allowed.  The  quicknefs  both  of  his 
perception  and  jfenfibility  difpofed  him  to  fudden  explofions  of  fetire ;  to 
which  his  extraordinary  readinefs  of  wit  was  a  ftrong  and  almoft  irrefiftible 
incitement  To  adopt  one  of  the  fineft  images  in  Mr,  Home's  "  Douglas," 

«  _  On 
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"          ■    ■         ■  ■  On  each  glance  of  thought 
"  Decifion  followed,  as  the  thunderbolt 
"  Purfues  the  flafh  1" . 

» 

I  admit  that  the  beadle  within  him  was  often  fo  eager  to  apply  the  lafti,  that 
the  Judge  had  not  time  to  confider  the  cafe  with  fufficient  deliberation. 

That  he  was  occafionally  remarkable  for  violence  of  temper  may  be 
granted :  but  let  Us  afcertain  the  degree,  and  not  let  it  be  fuppofed  that  he 
was  in  a  perpetual  ragi,  and  never  without  a  club  in  his  hand,  to  knock 
down  every  one  who  approached  him*  On  the  contrary,  the  truth  is,  that 
by  much  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  he  was  civil,  obliging,  nay,  polite  in 
the  true  fcnfe  of  the  word ;  fo  much  fo,  that  many  gendemen,  who  were 
long  acquainted  with  him,  never  received,  or  even  heard  a  fevere  expreflion 
from  him. 

It  was,  I  think,  after  I  had  left  London  this  year,  that  an  Epitaph,  which 
Dr.  Johnfon  had  written  for  the  monument  of  Dr.  Goldfmith  in  Weft- 
minfter-  Abbey,  gave  occafton  to  a  Remonftrance  to  die  Monarch  op 
Literature,  for  an  account  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Sir  William  Forbes, 
of  Pkfligo. 

That  my  readers  may  have  the  fubjefk  more  fully  and  clearly  before  them, 
I  fhall  firft  infert  the  Epitaph. 

"  Olivarii  Goldsmith, 

*  Poet  a,  Pkyfcci,  Hijtoriei, 
cc  §>ui  milium  fere  Jcribendi  genus 
"  Non  tetigit, 
€<  Nullum  quod  tetigit  non  ornavit : 
Sive  rifus  ejfent  tnovendi> 
She  lacrym<e> 
AffeSluum  pot  ens  at  lenis  dominatori 
IngeniofublimtSy  vividus>  verfatilis% 
Or  at  tone  grandis,   nitidus,    venujlus: 
cc  Hoc  momtmento  memoriam  coluit  „ 
"  Sodalium  amor, 
€€  Amicorutn  fides* 
cc  Le&orum  veneratio. 

N  2  "  Natus 


cc 

cc 

cc       '" 

a 
cc 


I 
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u  Natus  in  Hbernid  Fornix  Longfordien/is 
"  In  loco  cut  nomen  Pallas, 

cc  Nov.  XXIX.    MDCCXXXI; 

<c  Eblana  Uteris  injiitutus  $ 
**  Obiit  Londiniy 

u  Jprilvr.   MDCCLXXXIV." 

Sir  William  Forbes  writes  to  me  thus :— "  I  enclofe  the  Round  Robin.  This 
jeu  d*ejprit  took  its  rife  one  day  at  dinner  at  our  friend  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's^ 
All  the  company  prefent,  except  myfelf,  were  friends  and  acquaintance  of  Dr- 
Goldfmith.  The  Epitaph,  written  for  him  by  Dr.  Johnfbna  became  the 
fobjeft  of  converfation,  and  various  emendations  were  fuggefted,  which  it  was 
agreed  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  the  Doctor's  confideration.— -But  the  queftioa 
was,  who  lhould  have  the  courage  to  propofe  them  to  him  ?  At  laft  it  was 
hinted,  that  there  could  be  no  way  fo  good  as  that  of  a.  Round  Robin,  as  the 
Jailors  call  it,  which  they  make  ufe  of  when  they  enter  into  a  confpiracy,  £b 
as  not  to  let  it  be  known  who  puts  his  name  firft  or  laft  to  the  paper.  This 
proportion  was  inftantly  aflented  to*  and  Dr.  Barnard,  Dean  of  Deny,  now 
Bifhop  of  Killaloe,  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  occafion> 
replete  with  wit  and  humour,  but  which  it  was  feared  the  Doctor  might  think 
treated  the  fubjeft  with  too  much  levity.  Mr.  Burke  then  propofed  the 
addrefs  as  h  Hands  in  the  paper  in  writing,  to  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
officiate  as  clerk. 

cc  Sir  Jofhua  agreed  to  carry  it  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  -who  received  it  with  much 
good  humour 7,  and  defired  Sir  Jofhua  to  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  he  would 
alter  the  Epitaph  in  any  manner  they  pleafed,  as  to  the  fenfe  of  it ;  but  be 
would  never  confent  to  difgrace  the  walls  of  Weftminfter  Abbey  with  an  Englijb 
infcription. 

€€  I  confider  this  Round  Robin  as  a  ipecies.  of  literary  curiofity  worth  pre- 
ferving,  as  it  marks,  in  a  certain  degree,  Dr.  Johnfon's  chara&er." 

My  readers  are  prefented  with  a  faithful  tranfcript  of  a  paper,  which  I  doubt 
not  of  their  being  defkous  to  fee. 

« 

7  He  however,  upon  feeing  Dr.  Warton'«  name  to  the  fuggeftion  that  the  Epitaph  mould  be  in 
Eriglifh,  obferved  to  Sir  Jofhua,  "  I  wonder  that  Joe  Warton,  a  fcholar  by  profeffion,  flwuld  be 
fiich  a  fool."  Mn  Langton,  who  was  one  of  the  company  at  Sir  Jofhua's,  like  a  Hardy  fcholar, 
refolutcly  refufed  to  fign  the  Round  Robin.  The  epitaph  is  engraved  upon  Dr.  GoMfinith't, 
monument  without  any  alteration. 

Sir 


To  Fact  Ttufe 


Ror^D  Robin, nM*/**/ &  Samuel.  John s on, l.l.i> 

/av^  J?.a  r  Stmt  l  e  s  o/tAs  z/./yntf/urej . 

f/ 
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/re /Ae  C/'TttU'nz&or/twrcf , 
vsrivwa  reafAsiv/A  a/ra/dAsrtH/re, 
z<Ae*/ r/trfaAA  ftrrfns  *  fummnmJ'  of~U/ . 
^ycrAAtr/t/M,  - /rmtvA  cartMaerea aAjAraefa/Ay,  a/rfieatfdrfo 
<* , fcr  €Azaa.-n/  CwriAa&tAurrt.  aru/^  fla^e^Ay*S/tAe',//* 

a/re  tyft  of  o/u/?u*mJ,  jAaA/Ae  (i^A^rraefar  df-^AeS^eceastd a<* 
a^ f rtbr,  ftrtrfoc**  fas/Ay  oj  a  Jy<>e/,  tJ^AvrAaAj,  n#t  asu7z^afapu> 
mhAA  aAA  /A*  &racfn€4a  ms/msA  -S^fl.  /oAtz^ott/  <t*t   ({afia/*te  -  of~^ 
atwna  sV.  J^  /re  mcieAcrre ,  <r*iAAc/e As  truce  faAitJ  i/«Ae/vvr 
men,/,  Auirn/A/u  re&€***rf~,  /Aaf  A*  scwi/i/trf'  ferutf  fa  A*  fAe  /rr>tu*zs 
<f/  seikr<w//<?  ///  &* cy  /HaAtri^rSucA  adt/tf*<rriJ   aria  a/Aurr&tmJ 
\  a<*  hr  *m*tAA  &u<r?A flrvfier,  'stJurr?*  a.  A?vrtfAe7^  Ae 


"rtf^r 


,  v  /  / /;-M*<*P 

sjft/e    rn/^/AA  -/*e/rfa?Y  sfa  -carft-reA*  ots  ?^//f AtArej ,    /Ae/y  jitH/Aat J 


i/a* 


AemA  /cj  do  reafte*tAf  tnaf  ne  *****//</  //vy<&  /A*  '  &fuA*r/iA.,  ; 
/69Z  &?t42<uJA i,   ram^r  man    //t  ^^Za/fn .-   SZ/ _?/-*  AAt-nA  tAaAAne  i 
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JrsrfifduaA'//  tn  fAe   larta^^etae,  Jo  ytvAteA A*S0orA** aAe 


suAeAi/  *S?  Ar  **o  ArrjJr /is? an  C^na^^nrri/ f \//A€eAi 
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o/jo  -Anaur^fo  nave  veeti  tA&  ofus* 

*JAt    AaAe  J^/) 00607* 


use 


wcon  a* 


J 
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Sir  William  Fbrbes's  obfervation  is  very  juft.  The  anecdote  now  related  1776. 
proves,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,,  the  reverence  and  awe  with  which  Johnfon  ^^f 
was  regarded,  by  foim  of  the  moft  eminent  men  of  his  time  in  various 
departments,  and  even  by  fuch  of  them  as  lived  moft  with  him ;  while  it 
alfo  confirms  what  I  have  again  and  again  inculcated,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  of  that  ferocious  and  irafcible  character  which  has  been  ignorandy 
imagined. 

This  hafly  composition  is  alio  to  be  remarked  as  one  of  a  thoufand  inftances 
which  evince  die  extraordinary  promptitude  of  Mr.  Burke  j  who  while  he  is 
equal  to  the  greateft  things*  can  adorn  the  leaft;  can,  with  equal  facility,, 
embrace  the  vaft  and  complicated  fpeculations  of  politicks,  or  the  ingenious 
topicks  of  literary  inveftigation. 

Befides  this  Latin'  Epitaph,  Johnfon  honoured  the  memory  of  his  friend 
Goldfmith  with  a  fhort  one  in  Greek,  which  has  been  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  my  learned  and  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Percy,  the  Bilhop  of  Dromore. 
His  Lordlhip  procured  it  from  a  gendeman  in  Ireland,  who  had  it  from 
Johnfon  himfel^  Mr.  Archdall*  who  was  educated  under  Dr.  Sumner,  at 
Harrow.. 


€€ 


U 


Tov  rot(pov  fifl-ogafft?  Jl^nCrpioio,  xovunr 

Owi  pspqXf  (pu<TK,  pir^m  X«{Kj   *WX  **h&W* 
u  Ktoulf  ironXlw>  *r«fc»x©v,  QwiKov" 


T  f 


Dr.  Jojtnson:  to  Mrs.  Boswbll* 

w  Madam, 

c<  YOU  muft  not  think  me  uncivil  in» omitting  to  anfwer  the  letter 
with,  which  you  favoured  me  fome  time  ago.  I  imagined  it  to  have  been: 
written  without  Mr.  Bofwell's  knowledge,  and  therefore  fuppofed  the  anfwer 
to  require,  what  I  could  not  find,  a  private  conveyance. 

u  The  difference  with  Lord  Auchinleck  is  now  over  j  and  fince  young 
Alexander  has  appeared,.  I  hope  no  more  difficulties  will  arife  among  you.; 
for  I  fincerely  wifli  you  all  happy.  Do  not  teach  the  young  ones  to  diflike 
me,  as  you  diflike  me  yourfclf  $  but  let  me  at  leaft  have  Veronica's  kindnefi* 
becaufe  (he  is  my  acquaintance. 

"  You  will  now  have  Mr.  Bofwell  home  $  it  is  well  that  you  have  him*  he 

has  led  a  wild  life,    I  have  taken  htm  ta  Lichfield,  and  he  has  followed  Mr. 

3  Thale 
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1776.      Thrale  to  Bath.     Pray  take  care  of  him,  and  tame  him.    Th$  only  thing  in 
^.  v~6  '  which  I  have  the  honour  to  agree  with  you  isj  in  loving  hiro  j  *nd  while  wq 
are  fo  much  of  a  mind  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance,  our  other  quarrel* 
will,  I  hope,  produce  no  great  bitterneis.    I  am,  Madam, 

"  Your  rooft  humble  fervant, 

"Mayj6,  1776.  Sa*L   JOHNSON," 

Mr.  Bosw&ll  /a  -JOr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh.  June  45,  1776. 

%<  YOU  have  formerly  complained  that  my  letters  were  too  long. 
There  is  no  danger  of  that  complaint  being  made  at  prefent  j  for  I  find  it 
1  difficult  for  me  to  write  to  you  at  all    {Here  an  account  of  having  been 
affii&ed  with  a  return  of  melancholy  or  bad  fpirits]. 

"  The  boxes  of  books 8  which  you  fent  to  me  are  arrived  ;  but  I  have  not 

yet  examined  the  contents. 

****** 

"  I  fend  you  Mr.  Maclaurin's  paper  for  the  negro,  who  claims  his  freedom 
in  the  Court  of  Seflion." 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Boswell* 

*cDear  Sir, 

**  THESE  black  fits,  of  which  you  complain,  perhaps  hurt  your 
memory  as  well  as  your  imagination.  When  did  I  complain  that  your  letters 
were  too  long  9  ?  Your  laft  letter,  after  a  very  long  delay,  brought  very  bad 
news.  [Here  a  feries  of  refleftions  upon  melancholy,  and—what  I  could  not 
help  thinking  ftrangely  unreafonable  in  iiim  who  had  fiiffered  lb  much  from 
it  himfelf — a  good  deal  of  feverity  and  reproof  as  if  it  were  owing  to  my 
own  fault,  or  that  I  was,  perhaps,  affefting  it  from  a  deftre  of  diftin6tibn|. 

cc  Read  Cheyne*s  €  EngKfli  Malady  ;*  but  do  not  let  him  teach  you  a 
foolifti  notion  that  melancholy  is  a  proof  of  acutenefi.     *****. 

"  To  hear  that  you  have  not  opened  your  boxes  of  books  is  very  offen- 
sive.   The  examination  and  arrangement  of  fo  many  volumes  might  have 

8  Upon  afettlement  of  our  account  of  expenceson  oar  Tour  to  the  Hebrides',  these  was  a 
balance  due  to  me,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  chofe  to  difcharge  by.  (ending  books. 

9  fiajretti  told  me  that  Johnfon  complained  of  my  writing  very  long  letters  to  him  when  I  was 
jjpon  the  continent ;  which  was  moft  certainly  true  j  .bujt  ifc  feems  my  friend  did  not  remember  it. 

afforded 
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afforded  you  an  amufement  very  feafonablc  at  prcfent,   and  ufefol  for  the      177& 
whole  of  life,     I  am,  I  confefs,   very  angry  that  you  manage  yourfelf  fo  Sf^! 
ill.    ****♦. 

«  I  do  not  now  fay  any  more,  than  that  I  am,  with  great  kindnefs  and 

fincerity,  dear  Sir, 

a  Your  humble  fenrant, 

"  July  2,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  It  was  laft  year  determined  by  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  a  negro  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom  without  his  ovra 
confent." 

Br.  Johnson  to  Mr.  BosweXl. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I  make  hafte  to  write  again,  left  my  laft  letter  fhould  give  you* 
too  much  pain.  If  you  are  really  opprefled  with  overpowering  and  involuntary 
melancholy,  you  are  to  be  pitied  rather  than  reproached*    ****♦, 

€S  Now,  my  dear  Bozzy,  let  us  have  done  with  quarrels  and  with  cenfure. 
Let  me  know  whether  I  have  not  fent  you  a  pretty  library.  There  are,, 
perhaps,  many  books  among  them  which  you  need  never  read  through  s  but 
there  are  none  which  it  is  not  proper  for  you  to  know,  and  fometimes  to 
confult.  Of  thefe  books,  of  which  the  ufe  is  only  occafional,  it  is  often 
iufficient  to  know  the  contents,  that,  when  any  queftion  arifes,  you  may 
know  where  to  look  for  information. 

«  Since  I  wrote,  I  have  looked  over  Mr*  Maclaurin's  plea,  and  think  it 
excellent.  How  is  the  fuit  carried  on  ?  If  by  iubfeription,  I  commiflion 
you  to  contribute,  in  my  name,  what  is  proper.  Let  nothing  be  wanting 
in  fuch  a  cafe.  Dr~  Drummond v,  I  fee,  is  fuperfeded.  His  father  would 
have  grieved  *  but  he  lived  to  obtain  the  pkfefure  of  his  fen's  eleftion,  and  - 
died  before  that  pleafure  was  abated. 

"  Langton's  lady  has  brought  him  a  girl,  and  both  are  wells  I  dined  with 
him  the  other  day.     *♦*♦*. 

"  It  Vexes  me  to  tell  you,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  May  I  was 
feized  by  the  gout,  and  am  not  quite  well.    The  pain  has  not  been  violent, 

1  The  fen  of  Johnfoa's  old  friend,  Mr,  WiHlanv  Drmmnond.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  z86.)  He  was 
a  young  man  of  fuch  dtttingui&ed  merit,  that  he  was  nominated  to  one  of  the  medical  profefibr- 
fhips  in  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  without  folicitation,  while  he  was  at  Naples.  Having  other 
views,  he  did  not  accept  of  the  honour,  and  foon  afterwards  died. 

I  but 
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i77&*     but  the  weaknefs,  and  tendernefs  were  very  troublefome,  and  what  is  Taid  -to  -be 
&m.  67.  vei7  uncommon,  it  has  not  alleviated  my  other  diforders.     Make  ufe  of 
youth  and  health  while  you  have  them$    make  my  compliments  to  Mrs, 
Bofwell.    I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affe&ionate 
-"July  6,  1776.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson* 

^My  DEAR.Sl^  Edinburgh,  July  18,  1776. 

"  YOUR  letter  of  the  fecond  of  this  month  was  rather  a  harlh  medi- 
cine; -but  I  was  delighted  with  that  fpontaneous  tendernefs,  which,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  fent  forth  fuch  balfam  as  your  next  brought  me.  I  found  mylelf 
for  fome  time  fo  ill  that  all  I  could  do  was  to  preferve  a  decent  appearance, 
-while  all  within  was  weaknefs  and  diftrefs.  Like  a  reduced  garrifon  that  has 
lome  fpirit  left,  I  hung  out  flags,  and  planted  ail  the  force  I  could  mufter, 
upon  the  walls.     I  am  now  muth  better,  and  I  fincercly  thank  you  for  your 

iind  attention  and  friendly  counfel. 

j*    .*    j*     +    ,+     * 

cc  Count  Manucci  *  came  here  laft  weele  from  travelling  in  Ireland.  I 
have  Ihewn  him  what  civilities  I  could  on  his  own  account,  your's,  and  on 
that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  He  has  had  a  fall  from  his  horie,  and  been 
much  hurt.  I  regret  this  unlucky  accident,  for  he  feems  to  be  a  very  amiable 
man/' 

As  the  evidence  of  what  I  have  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
I  feleft  from  his  private  regifter  the  following  paflage : 

«  July  25,  1776.  O  God,  who  haft  ordained  that  whatever  is  to  be 
defired  fhould  be  fought  by  labour,  and  who,  by  thy  bleffing,  bringefc  honeft 
labour  to  good  effeft,  look  with  mercy  upon  my  ftudies  and  endeavours. 
Grant  me,  O  Lord,  to  defign  only  what  is  lawful  and  right;  and  afford  me 
calmneis  of  mind,  and  fteadinefs  of  purpofe,  that  I  may  fo  do  thy  will  in 
this  fhort  life,  as  to  obtain  happinefs  in  the  world  to  come,  for  the  fake  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen  V 

*  A  Florentine  nobleman,  mentioned  by  Johnfon,  in  his  "  Notes  of  his  Tour  in  France." 
I  had  the  pleafure  of  becoming  acquainted  with  him  in  London,  in  the  fpring  of  this  year. 
I  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  151, 

It 
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It  appears  from  a  note  fubjoined,   that  this  was   compofed  when  he      m6- 
«  purpofed  to  apply  vigoroufly  to  ftudy,  particularly  of  the  Greek  and  Italian  ^^  $> 
tongues." 

Such  a  purpofe,  fo  exprefled,  at  the  age  of  fixty-feven,  is  admirable  and 
encouraging ;  and  it  muft  imprefs  all  the  thinking  part  of  my  readers  with  a 
confolatory  confidence  in  habitual  devotion,  when  they  fee  a  man  of  fuch 
enlarged  intelleftual  powers  as  Johnfon,  thus  in  the  genuine  earneftnefs  of 
fccrecy,  imploring  the  aid  of  that  Supreme  Being,  c<  from  whom  cometh 
down  every  good  and  every  perfedt  gift." 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Aoguft  30,  1776.     - 

[After  giving  him  an  account  of  my  having  examined  the  chefts  of  books 
which  he  had  fent  to  me,  and  which  contained  what  may  be  truly  called  a 
numerous  and  mifcellaneous  Stall  Library*  thrown  together  at  random  : — ] 

€€  Lord  Hailes  was  againft  the  decree  in  the  cafe  of  my  client,  the  minifter, 
not  that  he  jwftified  the  minifter,  but  becaufe  the  parilhioner  both  provoked 
and  retorted.  I  fent  his  Lordihip  your  able  argument  upon  the  cafe  for  his 
perufal.  His  obfervation  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  me  was,  /  Dr.  Johnfon's 
Suaforium  is  pleafantly  4  and  artfully  compofed.  I  fufpeft,  however,  that  he 
has  not  convinced  himfelf ;  for,  H)elieve  that  he  is  better  read  in  ecclefiaftical 
hiftory,  than  to  imagine  that  a  Bifhop  or  a  Prefbyter  has  a  right  to  begin 

ceniure  or  difcipline  e  cathedra  V 

****** 

* 

cc  For  the  honour  of  Count  Manucci,  as  well  as  to  obferve  that  exa&nefs 
of  truth  which  you  have  taught  me,  I  muft  correft  what  I  faid  in  a  former 
letter.  He  did  not  fall  from  his  horfe,  which  might  have  been  an  imputation 
on  his  fkill  as  an  officer  of  cavalry ;  his  horfe  fell  with  him. 

cc  I  have,  fince  I  faw  you,  read  every  word  of  (  Granger's  Biographical 
Hiftory/*  It  has  entertained  me  exceedingly,  and  I  do  not  think  him  the 
Whig  that  you  fuppofed.  Horace  Walpole's  being  his  patron  is,  indeed,  no 
good  fign  of  his  political  principles.     But  he  denied  to  Lord  Mountftuart 

*  Why  his  Lordfhip  ufes  the  epithet  pleafantly ,  when  fpeaking  of  a  grave  piece  of  leafoning, 
I  cannot  conceive.  But  different  men  have  different  notions  of  pleafantry.  I  happened  to  fit  by  a 
gentleman  one  evening  at  the  Opera-houfe  in  London,  who,  at  the  moment  when  Medea  appeared 
to  be  in  great  agony  at  the  thought  of  killing  her  children,  turned  to  me  with  a  fraile,  and  faid, 
"fwtny  enough.'' 

5  Dr.  Johnfon  afterwards  told  me,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  clergyman  had  this  right. 

Vol.  II.  O  that 
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that  he  was  a  Whig,  and  faid  he  had  been  accufed  by  both  parties  of  par- 
tiality.    It  feems  he  was  like  Pope, 

c  While  Tories  call  me  Whig,  and  Whigs  a  Tory/ 

I  wifh  you  would  look  more  into  his  book ;  and  as  Lord  Mountftuart  wifhes 
much  to  find  a  proper  perfon  to  continue  the  work  upon  Granger's  plan,  and 
has  defired  I  would  mention  it  to  you,  if  fuch  a  man  occurs,  pleafe  to  let  me 
know.     His  Lordlhip  will  give  him  generous  encouragement/' 

I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  21ft  of  Odbober,  informing  him,  that 
my  father  had,  in  the  molt  liberal  manner,  paid  a  large  debt  for  me,  and  that 
I  had  now  the  happinefs  of  being  upon  very  good  terms  with  him  j  to  which 
he  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

* 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
€€  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  h  a  d  great  plealure  in  hearing  that  you  are  at  laft  on  good  terms 
with  your  father.  Cultivate  his  kindnefs  by  all  honeft  and  manly  means.  Life 
is  but  fhort ;  no  time  can  be  afforded  but  for  the  indulgence  of  real  forrow,  or 
contefts  upon  queftions  ferioufly  momentous.  Let  us  not  throw  any  of  our 
days  away  upon  ufelefs  refentment,  or  contend  who  (hall  hold  out  longed  in 
ftubborn  malignity.  It  is  beft  not  to  be  angry,  and  beft,  in  the  next  place, 
to  be  quickly  reconciled.  May  you  and  your  father  pafs  the  remainder  of 
your  time  in  reciprocal  benevolence ! 

Cf  Do  you  ever  hear  from  Mr.  Langton  ?  I  yifit  him  fometimes,  but  he 
does  not  talk.  I  do  not  like  his  fcheme  of  life;  but,  as  I  am  not  permitted 
to  underftand  it,  I  cannot  fet  any  thing  right  that  is  wrong.  His  children  are' 
fweet  babies. 

«  I  hope  my  irreconcileable  enemy,  Mrs.  Bofwell,  is  well.  Defire  her 
not  to  tranfmit  her  malevolence  to  the  young  people.  Let  me  have  Alexander, 
and  Veronica,  and  Euphemia,  for  my  friends. 

cc  Mrs.  Williams,  whom  you  may  reckon  as  one  of  your  well-wilhers,  is 
in  a  feeble  and  languifhing  ftate,  with  litde  hope  of  growing  better.  She 
went  for  fome  part  of  the  autumn  into  the  country,  but  is  litde  benefited  j 
and  Dr.  Lawrence  confeffes  that  his  art  is  at  an  end.  Death  is,  Tiowever,  at  a 
a  diftance  $  and  what  more  than  that  can  we  fay  of  ourfelves  ?  I  am  fbrry  for 
her  pain,  and  more  forry  for  her  decay.   Mr.  Levett  is  found,  wind  and  limb. 

cc  I  was 
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€€  I  was  fbmc  weeks  this  autumn  at  Brighthelmfton.     The  place  was      1776. 
very  dull,  and  I  was  hot  well :  the  expedition  to  the  Hebrides  was  the  moft  ^tatT  ^ 
pleafant  journey  that  I  ever  made.     Such -an  effort  annually  would  give  the 
world  a  litde  diverfification* 

"  Every  year,  however,  we  cannot  wander,  and  muft  therefore  endeavour 
to  fpend  our  time  at  home  as  well  as  we  can.  I  believe  it  is  beft  to  throw 
life  into  a  method,  that  every  hour  may  bring  its  employment,  and  every 
employment  have  its  hour.  Xenophon  obferves,  injiis c  Treatife  of  Oeconomy/ 
that  if  every  thing  be  kept  in  a  certain  place,  when  any  thing  is  worn  out  or 
confumed,  the  vacuity  which  it  leaves  will  fhew  what  is  wanting  -,  fo  if  every 
part  of  time .  has  its  duty,  the  hour  will  call  into  remembrance  its  proper 
engagement. 

4C  I  have  not  pradtifed  all  this  prudence  myfel£  but  I  have  fuffered  much 
for  want  of  it ;  and  I  would  have  you,  by  timely  recollection  and  fteady  refo- 
hition,  efcape  from  thofe  evils  which  have  lain  heavy  upon  me.  I  am,  my 
deareft  Bofwell, 

cc  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Bolt-court,  Nov,  i6\  1776.  Sam.  John  son." 

On  the  1 6th  of  November  I  informed  him  that  Mr.  Strahan  had  fent  me 
twelve  copies  of  the  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,"  handfomely  bound, 
inftead  of  the  twenty  copies  which  were  ftipulated,  but  which,  I  fuppofed, 
were  to  be  only  in  fheets ;  requefted  to  know  how  they  fhould  be  diftributed : 
and  mentioned  that  I  had  another  ion  born  to  me,  who  was  named  David,  and 
was  a  fickly  infant. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq.  r 

«  Dear  S*r, 

"  I  have  been  for  fome  time  ill  of  a  cold,  which,  perhaps,  I  made 
an  excufe  to  myfelf  for  not  writing,  when  in  reality  I  knew  not  what  to  fay. 

"  The  books  you  muft  at  laft  diftribute  as  you  think  beft,  in  my  name, 
or  your  own,  as  you  are  inclined,  or  as  you  judge  moft  proper.  Every  body 
cannot  be  obliged,  but  I  wilh  that  nobody  may  be  offended.  Do  the  beft 
you  can. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  increafe  of  your  family,  and  hope  that  litde 
David  is  by  this  time  well,  and  his  mamma  perfedtly  recovered.  I  am  much 
pleafed  to  hear  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  kindnefs  between  you  and  your 
father.     Cultivate  his  paternal  tendernefs  as  much  as  you  can.    To  live  at 

O  2  variance 
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variance  at  all  is  uncomfortable  j  and  variance  with  a  father  is  ftill  more 
uncomfortable.  Befides  that,  in  the  whole  difpute  you  have  the  wrong  fide ; 
at  leaft  you  gave  the  firft  provocations,  and  fome  of  them  very  offenfive. 
Let  it  now  be  all  over.  As  you  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  your  new  mother 
has  fhown  you  any  foul  play,  treat  her  with  refpeft,  and  with  lbme  degree  of 
confidence ;  this  will  fecure  your  father.  When  once  a  difcordant  family  Has 
felt  the  pleafure  of  peace,  they  will  not  willingly  lofe  it.  If  Mrs.  Bofwell 
would  but  be  friends  with  me,  we  might  now  fhut  the  temple  of  Janus. 

cc  What  came  of  Dr.  Memis's  caule  ?  Is  the  queftion  about  the  negro 
determined  ?  Has  Sir  Allan  any  reafonable  hopes  ?  What  is  become  of  poor 
Macquarry  ?  Let  me  know  the  event  of  all  thefe  litigations.  I  wifh  particu- 
larly well  to  the  negro  and  Sir  Allan. 

"  Mrs.  Williams  has  been  much  out.  of  order  j  and  though  flie  is  fome- 
thing  better,  is  likely,  in  her  phyfician's  opinion,  to  endure  her  malady  for 
life,  though  (he  may,  perhaps,  die  of  fome  other.  Mrs.  Thrale  is  big,  and 
fancies  that  fhe  carries  a  boy ;  if  it  were  very  reafonable  to  wifh  much  about 
it,  I  fhould  wifh  her  not  to  be  difappointed.  The  defire  of  male  heirs  is  not 
appendant  only  to  feudal  tenures.  A  fon  is  almoft  neceffary  to  the  continu- 
ance of  Thrale's  fortune ;  for  what  can  miffes  do  with  a  brewhoufe  ?  Lands 
are  fitter  for  daughters  than  trades. 

"  Baretti  went  away  from  Thrale's  in  fome  whimfical  fit  of  difguft,  or 
ill-nature,  without  taking  any  leave.  It  is  well  if  he  finds  in  any  other  place 
as  good  an  habitation,  and  as  many  conveniences.  He  has  got  five-and- 
twenty  guineas  by  tranflating  Sir  Jofhua's  Difcourfes  into  Italian,  and  Mr. 
Thrale  gave  him  an  hundred  in  the  fpring ;  fo  that  he  is  yet  in  no  difficulties. 

"  Colman  has  bought  Foote's  patent,  and  is  to  ailow  Foote  for  life  fixteen 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  Reynolds  told  me,  and  to  allow  him  to  play  fo 
often  on  fuch  terms  that  he  may  gain  four  hundred  pounds  more.  What 
Colman  can  get  by  this  bargain,  but  trouble  and  hazard,  I  do  not  fee.  I 
am,  dear  Sir, 

*  Your  humble  fervant> 

«  Dec  21,  1776.  f  Sam.  Johnson." 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  who  had  long  been  admired  as  a  preacher 
at  Edinburgh,  thought  now  of  diffufing  his  excellent  fermons  more  exten- 
fively,  and  encreafing  his  reputation,  by  publifhing  a  colle&ion  of  them.  He 
tranfmitted  the  manufcript  to  Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer,  who  after  keeping  it 
for  fome  time,  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  difcouraging  the  publication.  Such  at 
^>X  '  firft 
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firft  was  the  unpropitious  ftate  of  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  theological  books 
that  has  ever  appeared.  Mr.  Strahan,  however,  had  fent  one  of  the  fermons 
to  Dr.  Johnfon  for  his  opinion;  and  after  his  unfavourable  letter  to  Dr.  Blair 
had  been  fent  off,  he  received  from  Johnfon  on  Chriftmas-eve,  a  note  in 
which  was  the  following  paragraph : 

"  I  have  read  over  Dr.  Blair's  firft  fermon  with  more  than  approbation; 
to  fay  it  is  good,  is  to  fay  too  litde." 

I  believe  Mr.  Strahan  had  very  foon  after  this  time  a  converfation  with 
Dr.  Johnfon  concerning  them,  and  then  he  very  candidly  wrote  again  to  Dr. . 
Blair,  enclofing  Johnfon's  note,  and  agreeing  to  purchafe  the  volume,  for  which . 
he  and  Mr.  Cadell  gave  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fale  was  fo  rapid  and 
extenfive,  and  the  approbation  of  the  publick  fo  high,  that  to  their  honour 
be  it  recorded,  the  proprietors  made  Dr.  Blair  a  prefent  firft  of  one  film,  and 
afterwards  of  another,  of  fifty  pounds,  thus  voluntarily  doubling  the  ftipulated 
price;  and  when  he  prepared  another  volume  they  gave  him  at  once  three 
hundred  pounds,  being  in  all  five  hundred  pounds,  by  an  agreement  to 
which  I  am  a  fubfcribing  witnefs;  and  now  for  a  third  odtavo  volume  he.  has. 
received  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  pounds. . 

In  1777,  it  appears  from  his  "Prayers  and  Meditations,"  that  Johnfoir     1777^ 
fuffered  much  from  a  ftate  of  mind  "  unfettled  and  perplexed,"  and  from  that, 
conftiturional  gloom,  which*  together  with  his  extreme  humility  and  anxiety 
with  regard  to  his  religious  ftate,  made  him .  contemplate  himfelf  through  too 
dark  and  unfavourable  a  medium*    It  may  be  faid  of  him,  that  he  <c  few 
God  in  clouds/'     Certain  we  may  be  of  his   injuftice  to  himfelf  in  the. 
following  lamentable  paragraph,,  which  it  is  painful  to  think  came  from  the 
contrite  heart  of  this  great  man,    to  whofe  labours  the  world  is  fb  much 
indebted :  cc  When  I  furvey  my  paft  life,   I  difcover  nothing  but  a  barren 
wafte  of  time,  with  fome  diforders  of  body,  and  difturbances  of  the  mincL 
very  near  to  madnefs,  which  I  hope  He  that  made  me  will  fuffer  to  extenuate 
many  faults,  and  -excufe  many  deficiencies6."     But  we  find  his  devotions  in. 
this  year  eminently  fervent,  and  we  are  comforted  by  obferving  intervals  of. 
quiet,  compofure,  and  gladnefs. 

On  Eafter-day  we  find  the  following  emphatick  prayer:  "Almighty  and 
moft  merciful  Father,  who  feeft  all  our  miferies,  and  knoweft  all  our 
neceflities,  look  down  upon  me,  and  pity  me.  Defend  me  from  the  violent 
incurfion  of  evil  thoughts,  and  enable  me  to  form  and  keep  fuck  refolutions. 

*  Prayers  and  Meditation* ,  f>.  155* 

as 


\ 
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as  may  conduce  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  which  thy  providence  fhall 
appoint  me ;  and  fo  help  me,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  my  heart  may  furely 
there  be  fixed  where  true  joys  are  to  be  found,  and  that  I  may  ferve  Thee 
with  pure  affedtion  and  a  cheerful  mind.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God, 
have  mercy  upon  me;  years  and  infirmities  opprefs  me,  terrour  and  anxiety 
befet  me.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  my  Creator  and  my  Judge.  In  all 
perplexities  relieve  and  free  me;  and  fo  help  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I 
may  now  fo  commemorate  the  death  of  thy  Son  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
as  that  when  this  ftiort  and  painful  life  fhall  have  an  end,  I  may,  for  his  fake, 
be  received  to  everlafting  happinefs.     Amen  V 

While  he  was  at  church  the  agreeable  impreflions  upon  his  mind  are  thus 
commemorated,  "  I  was  for  fome  time  much  diftrefled,  but  at  laft  obtained, 
I  hope  from  the  God  of  Peace,  more  quiet  than  I  have  enjoyed  for  a  long 
time.  I  had  made  no  refolution,  but  as  my  heart  grew  lighter,  my  hopes 
revived,  and  my  courage  increafed;  and  I  wrote  with  my  pencil  in  my 
Common  Prayer  Book, 

"  Vita  ordinandi 

«  BibBa  legenda. 

"  Tbeologi*  opera  danda. 

<c  Serviendum  et  Utandum" 

Mr.  Steevens,  whofe  generality  is  well  known,  joined  Dr.  Johnfon  in 
kind  afliftance  to  a  female  relation  of  Dr.  Goldfmith,  and  defired  that  on  her 
return  to  Ireland  (he  would  procure  authentick  particulars  of  the  life  of  her 
celebrated  relation.     Concerning  her  there  is  the  following  letter : 

To  George  Stxevens,   Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

<l  YOU  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  from  Mrs.  Goldfmith,  whom  we 
lamented  as  drowned,  I  have  received  a  letter  full  of  gratitude  to  us  all,  with 
•  promife  to  make  the  enquiries  which  we  recommended  to  her. 

<c  I  would  have  had  the  honour  of  conveying  this  intelligence  to  Mifs 
Caulfield,  but  that  her  letter  is  not  at  hand,  and  I  know  not  the  diredlion. 
You  will  tell  the  good  news.     I  am,  Sir, 

x<  Your  moft,  &c. 

«  Febrnary  2.5,  i777.  Sam,  JOHNSON." 

7  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  158* 

Mr. 
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V 

/ 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson, 

4C  My   DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  Feb.  14,  1777. 

<(  MY  ftatc  of  epiftolary  accounts  with  you  at  prefent  is  extraordinary. 
The  balance,  as  to  number,  is  on  your  fide*  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two 
letters;  one  dated  the  16th  of  November,  upon  which  very  day  I  wrote  to 
you,  fo  that  our  letters  were  exadtly  exchanged,  and  one  dated  the  21ft  of 
December  laft. 

«  My  heart  was  warmed  with  gratitude  by  the  truly  kind  contents  of  both 
of  them  i  and  it  is  amazing  and  vexing  that  I  have  allowed  fb  much  time  to 
elapfe  without  writing  to  you.  But  delay  is  inherent  in  me,  by  nature  or  by 
bad  habit.  I  waited  till  I  lhould  have  an  opportunity  of  paying  you  my 
compliments  on  a  new  year.     I  have  procraftinated  till  the  year  is  no  longer 

new* 

****** 

"  Dr.  Memis's  cauie  was  determined  againft  him,  with  40L  cofts.  The 
Lord  Prefident,  and  two  other  of<  the  Judges,  diflented  from  the  majority 
upon  this  ground :— that  although  there  may  have  been  no  intention  to  injure 
him  by  calling  him  DoSlor  of Medicine ,  inftead  of  Pbyjician,  yet  as  he  remon- 
ftrated  againft  the  defignation  before  the  charter  was  printed  off,  and  repra- 
fented  that  it  was  difagreeable  and  even  hurtful  to  him,  it  was  ill-natured  to 
refufe  to  alter  it,  and  let  him  have  the  defignation  to  which  he  was  certainly 
entitled.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  our  court  has  judged  wrong.  The  der 
fendants  were  in  maldfide>  to  perfift  in  naming  him  in  a  way  that  he  difliked. 
You  remember  poor  Goldfinith,  when  he  grew  important  and  wiflied  to 
appear  Doff  or  Major,  could  not  bear  your  calling  him  Goldy.  Would  it  not 
have  been  wrong  to  have  named  him  fo  in  your  c  Preface  to  Shakfpeare/ 
or  in  any  ferious  permanent  writing  of  any  fort  ?  The  difficulty  is,  whether 
an  aftion  fhould  be  allowed  on  fuch  petty  wrongs.     De  minimis  non  curat1 

"  The  Negro  cauie  is  not  yet  decided.  A  memorial  is  preparing  on  the 
fide  of  flavery.  I  fhall  lend  you  a  copy  as  foon  as  it  is  printed.  Maclaurih  is 
made  happy  by  your  approbation  of  his  memorial  for  the  black. 

"  Macquarry  was  here  in  the  winter,  and  we  paffed  an  evening  together. 
The  fale  of  his  eftate  cannot  be  prevented. 

"  Sir  Allan  Maclean's  fuit  againft  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  recovering  the 
ancient  inheritance  of  his. family,. is  now  fairly  before  all  our  Judges,    J  fpoke 

for 


\ 
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for  him  yefterday,  and  Maclaurin  to-day*  Crofbie  fpoke  to-day  agalnft  him. 
Three  more  counfel  are  to  be  heard,  and  next  week  the  caufe  will  be  deter- 
mined. I  fend  you  the  Informations  or  Cafes  on  each  fide,  which  I  hope  you 
will  read.  You  faid  to  me  when  we  were  under  Sir  Allan's  hoipitable  roo£ 
c  I  will  help  him  with  my  pen.'  You  faid  it  with  a  generous  glow;  and 
though  his  Grace  of  Argyle  did  afterwards  mount  you  upon  an  excellent 
horfe,  upon  which  c  you  looked  like  a  Bifhop/  you  muft  not  fwerve  from 
your  purpofe  at  Inchkenneth.  I  wifh  you  may  underftand  the  points  at  iffue, 
amidft  our  Scotch  law  principles  and  phrafes. 

[Here  followed  a  full  ftate  of  the  cafe,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  "make 
it  as  clear  as  I  could  to  an  Englifhman,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  die 
formularies  and  technical  language  of  the  law  of  Scodand.] 

cc  I  (hall  inform  you  how  the  caufe  is  decided  here.  But  as  it  may  be 
brought  under  the  review  of  our  judges,  and  is  certainly  to  be  carried  by 
appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  affiftance  of  fuch  a  mind  as  your's  wiU 
be  of  confequence.     Your  paper  on  Vicious  Intromiffion  is  a  ^ioble  proof  of 

what  you  can  do  even  in  Scotch  law.  * 

****** 

cc  I  have  not  yet  diftributed  all  your  books.  Lord  Hailes  and  Lord 
Monboddo  have  each  received  one>  and  return  you  thanksr  Monboddo  dined 
^with  me  lately,  and  having  drank  tea,  we  were  a  good  while  by  ourfelves, 
and  as  I  knew  that  he  had  read  the  c  Journey*  fuperficially,  as  he  did  not 
talk  of  it  as  I  wifhed,  I  brought  it  to  him,  and  read  aloud  feveral  paflages, 
and  then  he  talked  fo,  that  I  told  him  he  was  to  have  a  copy  from  the  autbour* 

He  begged  that  might  be  marked  on  it. 

****** 

xc  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

**  Your  moft  faithfial 

*c  And  affectionate  humble  fervanfc, 

"  James  Boswell." 

i 

Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

**  SPR,  Preftonficid,  Feb,  17,  1777. 

<(  I  had  yefterday  the  honour  of  receiving  your  book  of  your 
c  Journey  to  the  fVeJiern  IJlands  of  Scotland,'  which  you  was  fo  good  as  to  fend 
.me,  by  the  hands  of  ^our  mutual  friend,  Mr,  Bofwell,  of  Auchinleck ;  for 

a  which 
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which  I  return  you  my  moft  hearty  thanks ;  and  after  carefully  reading  it  over     »777- 

again,  fliall  depofit  it  in  my  little  colle&ion  of  choice  books,  next  our  worthy  ^EtatTSi! 

friend's  c  Journey  to  Corficl/    As  there  are  many  things  to  admire  in  both 

performances,  I  have  often  wilhed  that  no  Travels,  or  Journeys  fhould  be 

publilhed  but  thofe  undertaken  by  perfons  of  integrity  and  capacity,  to  judge 

well,  and  defcribe  faithfully,  and  in  good  language,  the  fituation,  condition,  and 

manners  of  the  countries  pad  through.     Indeed  our  country  of  Scodand,  in 

fpite  of  the  union  of  the  crowns,  is  ftill  in  moft  places  fo  devoid  of  cloathing, 

or  cover  from  hedges  and  plantations,  that  it  was  well  you  gave  your  readers 

a  found  momtoirc  with  refpeft  to  that  circumftance;     The  truths  you  have 

told,  and  the  purity  of  the  language  in  which  they  are  exprefled,  as  your 

*  Journey*  is  univerfally  read,  may  and  already  appear  to  have  a  very  good 

effedb.     For  a  man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has  the  largeft  nurfery  for  trees 

and  hedges  in  this  country,  tells  me,  that  of  late  the  demand  upon  him  for 

thefe  articles  is  doubled,  and  fometimes  tripled.     I  have,  therefore,  lifted 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  in  fome  of  my  memorandums  of  the  principal  planters 

and  favourers  of  the  enclofures,  under  a  name  which  I  took  the  liberty  to 

invent  from  the  Greek,  Papadendrian.     Lord  Auchinkck  and  fome    few 

more  are  of  the  lift.    I  am  told  that  one  gentleman  in  the  (hire  of  Aberdeen, 

viz.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  has  planted  above  fifty  millions  of  trees  on  a  piece 

of  very  wild  ground  at  Monimuik :  I  muft  enquire  if  he  has  fenced  them 

well,  before  he  enters  my  lift  >  for,  that  i&  the  foul  of  enclofing.    I  began 

myfelf  to  plant  a  little,  our  ground  being  too  valuable  for  much,  and  that  is 

now  fifty  years  ago ;  and  the  trees,  now  in  my  feventy-fourth  year,  I  look 

up  to  with  reverence,  apd  fhew  them  to  my  eldeft  fon,  now  in  his  fifteenth 

year,  that  they  are  full  the  heighth  of  my  country-houfe  here,  where  I  had 

the  pleafure  of  receiving  you,  and  hope  again  to  have  that  fatisfadion  with 

our  mutual  friend*  Mr.  BofweU.    1  fliall  always  continue  with  the  trueft 

eftecm,  dear  Do&or, 

€(  Your  much  obliged, 

"  And  obedient  humble  fervant^ 

"  Albxa»dbr  DickV  • 

•  For  a  character  of  this  very  amiable  man,  fee  «  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/0 
jd  edit,  p.  36* 

Vol.  IL  P  *« 
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To  James   Boswell,   Efq. 

"  De'ar  Sir, 

"  It  is  fo  long  fince  I  heard  any  thing  from  you 9,  that  I  am  not  eafy 
about  it;  write  fomething  to  me  next  poft.  When  you  fent  your  -laft  letter 
every  thing  feemed  to  be  mending,  I  hope  nothing  has  lately  grown  worfe. 
I  fuppofe  young  Alexander  continues  to  thrive,  and  Veronica  is  now  very 
pretty  company.  I  do  not  fuppofe  the  lady  is  yet  reconciled  to  me,  yet  let 
her  know  that  I  love  her  very  well,  and  value  her  very  much. 

cc  Dr.  Blair  is  printing  fome  fermons.  If  they  arc  all  like  the  firft,  which  I 
have  read,  they  are  fermones  aureiy  ac  auro  magis  aurei.  It  is  excellendy 
written  both  as  to  doftrine  and  language*     Mr,  Watfon's  book x  feems  to  be 

much  efteemed* 

****** 

•  • 

cc  Poor  Beauclerk  ftill  continues  very  ill.  Langton  lives  on  as  he  is  ufed 
to  do.  His  children  are  very  pretty,  and*  I  think,  his  lady  lofes  her  Scotch. 
Paoli  I  never  fee. 

"  I  have  been  fo  diftrefled  by  difficulty  of  breathing,  that  I  loft,  as  was 
computed,  fix-and-thirty  ounces  of  blood  in  a  few  days.  I  am  better,  but 
not  well. 

"  I  wifh  you  would  be  vigilant  and  get  me  Graham's  c  Telemachus*  that 
was  printed  at  Glafgow,.  a  very  little  book,  and  €  Jobnftoni  Poemata,'  another 
little  book,  printed  at  Middleburg. 

cc  Mrs.  Williams  fends  her  compliments,  and  promtfes  that  when  you  come 
hither,  (he  will  accommodate  you  as  well  as  ever  fhe  can  in  the  old  room* 
She  wifhes  to  know  whether  you  fent  her  book  to  Sir  Alexander  Gordon. 

"  My  dear  Bofwell,  do  not  negleft  to  write  to  me,  for  your  kindnefs  is  one 
of  the  pleafures  of  my  life,  which  I  fhould  be  very  forry  tt>  lofe.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

«  Feb.  18,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"MyDEArSiR*  Edinburgh,  Feb.  24,  1777. 

<€  YOUR  letter  dated  the  1 8th  inftant,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  receive 
laft  poft.     Although  my  late  long  negledt,  or  rather  delay  was  truly  cu  pable, 

9  By  the  then  courfe  of  the  poft,  my  long  letter  of  the  14th  had  not  yet  reached  hi.n. 
;  ;*  Hiftory  of  Philip  the  Second. 

6  I  am 
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I  am  tempted  not  to  regret  it,  fince  it  has  produced  me  fo  valuable  a  proof 
of  your  regard.  I  did,  indeed,  during  that  inexcufable  filence,  fometimes 
divert  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind,  by  fancying  that  I  fhould  hear  again 
from  you,  inquiring  with  fome  anxiety  about  me,  becaufc,  for  aught  you 
knew,  I  might  have  been  ill. 

"  You  are  pleafed  to  fhew  me,  that  my  kindnefs  is  of  fome  confequence 
to  you.  My  heart  is  elated  at  the  thought.  Be  allured,  my- dear  Sir,  that 
my  affedtion  and  reverence  for  you  are  exalted  and  fteady.  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  more  perfeft  attachment  ever  exifted  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
And  it  is  a  noble  attachment,  for  the  attraftions  are  Genius,  Learning, 
and  Piety. 

"  Your  difficulty  of  breathing  alarms  me,  and  brings  into  my  imagina- 
tion an  event,  which  although  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  I  muft  expedt 
at  fome  period,  I  cannot  view  with  compofure. 


* 


<c  My  wife  is  much  honoured  by  what  you  fay  of  her.  She  begs  you  may 
accept  of  her  beft  compliments.     She  is  to  fend  you  fome  marmalade  of 

oranges  of  her  own  making. 

****** 

« 

"  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obliged 

"  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 

2c  James  Boswell,  Efq. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

u  I  have  been  much  pleafed  with  your  late  letter,  and  am  glad  that  £ 

my  old  enemy,  Mrs.  Bofwell,  begins  to  feel  fome  remorfe.  As  to  Mils 
Veronica's  Scotch,  I  think  it  cannot  be  helped.  "  An  Englifh  maid  you  might 
eafily  have ;  but  (he  would  ftill  imitate  the  greater  number,  as  they  would  be 
likewife  thofe  whom  fhe  muft  moft  relpedt.  Her  dialed  will  not  be  grofs. 
Her  Mamma  has  not  much  Scotch,  and  you  have  yourfelf  very  little.  I  hope 
fhe  knows  my  name,  and  does  not  call  me  John/ion. 

"  The  immediate  caufe  of  my  writing  is  this  :— One  Shaw,  who  feems  a 
modeft  and  a  decent  man,  has  written  an  Erfe  Grammar,  whicli  a  very  learned 
Highlander,  Macbean,  has,  at  my  requeft  examined  and  approved. 

'   '"        s  Pa  "The 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

"  The  book  is  very  little/  but  Mr*  Shaw  has  been  perfuaded  by  his  friend* 
to  fet  it  at  -half  a  guinea,  though  I  had  advifed  only  a  crown,  and  thought 
myfelf  liberal.  You,  whom  the  authour  confiders  as  a  great  encourager  of 
ingenious  men.  will  receive  a  parcel  of  his  propofals  and  receipts,  I  have 
undertaken  to  give  you  notice  of  them,  and  to  fblicit  your  countenance.  You 
mud  afk  no  poor  man,  becaule  the  price  is  really  too  high.  Yet  luch  a 
work  deferves  patronage. 

cc  It  is  propofcd  to  augment  our  club  from  twenty  to  thirty,  of  which  I  am 
glad ;  for  as  we  have  feveral  in  it  whom  I  do  not  much  like  to  confort  with  *, 
I  am  for  reducing  it  to  a  mere  mifcellaneous  collection  of  confpicuous  men,, 
without  any  determinate  character.     *****.    I  am,  dear  Sir> 

c<  Mod  affe&ionately  yours, 


•f  March  n,  1777. 


Sam.  Johnson- 

w  My  refpe&s  to  Madam,  to  Veronica,  to  Alexander,  to  Euphemia>  to 
DaVid. 


»* 


1 
Mr.  Bos  well  t*  Dr.  Johnson* 

Edinburgh,  April  4,  1777. 

[After  informing  him  of  the  death  of  my  little  fon  David,  and  that  I  could 
not  come  to  London  this  ipring :— • ] 

"  I  think  it  hard  that  I  fhould  be  a  whole  year  without  {being  you.  May 
I  prefume  to  petition  for  a  meeting  with  you  in.  the  autumn  ?  You  have,  I 
believe,  ieen  all  die  cathedrals  in  England,  except  that  of  Carlifle.  If  you 
are  to  be  with  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Afhbourne,  it  would  not  be  a  great  journey  to 
come  thither.  We  may  pals  a  few  moft  agreeable  days  there  by  ourfelves, 
and  I  will  accompany  you  a  good  part  of  the  way  to  the  ibuthward  again. 
Pray  think  of  this. 

t€  You  forget  that  Mr.  Shaw's  Erie  Grammar  was  put  into  your  hands  by 
myfelf  laft  year*  Lord  Eglintoune  put  it  inta  mine.  I  am  glad  that  Mr- 
Macbean  approves  of  it.  I  have  received  Mr.  Shaw's  Propofkls  for  its  pub- 
lication, which  I  can  perceive  are  written  by  the  band  of  a  Master. 

****** 

«  Pray  get  for  me  all  the  editions  of  c  Waljton's  Lives/  I  have  a  notion 
that  the  re-publication  of  them  with  Notes  will  fall  upon  me,  between  Dr. 
Home  and  Lord  Hailes." 


*  On  account  of  their  differing  from  him  as  to  religion  and  politicks. 


Mxv 


\ 
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Mr*  Shaw's  Propofak  f  for  "  An  Analyfis  of  the  Scotch  Ccltick  Language/9     »777»  * 
were  thus  illuminated  by  the  pen  of  Johnfon ;  ]S2TSk 

u  Though  the  Erie  dialed  of  the;Celtick  language  has,,  from  the  earlieft 
times,  been  fpoken  in  Britain,,  and  Hill  fubfifts  in  the  northern  parts  and 
adjacent  iflands,  yet,  by  the  negligence  of  a  people  rather  warlike  than 
lettered,  it  has  hitherto  been  left  to  the  caprice  and  judgement  of  every 
ipeaker,  and  has  floated  in  the  living  voice*  without  the  fteadmefs  of  analogy 
or  dire&ion  of  rules.  An  Erie  Grammar  is  an  addition  to  the  ftores  of 
literature ,  and  its  authour  hopes  for  the  indulgence  always  fhewn  to  thofe 
that  attempt  to  do  what  was  never  done  before*  lfixis  work  (hall  be  found 
defe&ive,  it  is  at  leaft  all  his  own :  he  is  not  like  other  grammarians,  a  com- 
piler or  tranferiber ;  what  he  delivers,  he  has  learned  by  attentive  observation 
among  his  countrymen,  who  perhaps  will  be  themfelves  furprized  to  fee  that 
fpeech  reduced  to  principles,  which  they  have  ufed  only  by  imitation. 

"  The  ufe  of  this  book  will*  however,  not  be  confined  to  the  mountains 
and  iflands ;  it  will  afford  a  pleating  and  important  fubjeft  of  {peculation,  to 
thofe  whole  ftudies  lead  them  to  trace  the  affinity  of  languages,  and  the 
migrations  of  the  ancient  races  of  mankind/' 

To  Dr.  Samuel.  Johnsonv 

"  My  dear  Sir,  Glafgow,  April 34,  1777. 

"  OUR  worthy  friend  Thrale's  death'having  appeared  in  the  news** 
papers,  and  been  afterwards  contradided,  I  have  been  placed  in  a  ftate  of 
very  uneafy  uncertainty,  from  which  I  hoped  to  t>e  relieved  by  you :  but  my 
hopes  have  as  yet  been  vain.  How  could  you  omit  to  write  to  me  on  fuch 
an  occalion  ?    I  (hall  wait  with  anxiety.  ^ 

"  I  am  going  to  Auchinleck  to  day  a  fortnight  witl\  my  father.    It  is  W 

better  not  to  be  there  very  "long  at  one  time.    But  frequent  renewals  of 
attention  are  agreeable  to  him. 

*  Pray  tell  me  about  this  edition  of  c  The  Englifli  Poets*  with  a  Preface, 
biographical  and  critical*  to  each  Authour,  by  Samuel  Johnfon,  LL.  D.* 
which  I  fee  advertifecL  I  am  delighted  with  the  prolpefl;  of  it.  Indeed  I 
am  happy  to  feel  that  I  am  capable  of  being  fo  much  delighted  with  literature. 
But  is  not  the  charm  of  this  publication  chiefly  owing  to.  the  magnum  nomen 
in  the  front  of  it  ?  r  ' 

"  What  do  you  fay  of  Lord  Chefterficld's  Memoirs  and  laft  Letters? 

'    3  €?.MjF 
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» 777*         "  My  wife  has  made  marmalade  of  oranges  for  you.     I  left  her  and  my 
„5itat.  68,  daughters  and  Alexander  all  well  yefterday.     I  have  taught  Veronica  to  fpeak 
of  you  thus: — Dr.  John/?;/,  not. John/ft?//.     I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affeftionate 

Xi  And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

"James  Boswell." 

To  James  Bos  well,  Efq. 

^(  Dear  Sir, 

"  T  H  \i  ftory  of  Mr.  Thrale's  death,  as  he  had  neither  been  fick  nor 
in  any  other  danger,  made  fo  little  impreflion  upon  me,  that  I  never  thought 
about  obviating  its  effe&s  on  any  body  elfe.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
produced  by  the  Englifh  cuftom  of  making  April  fools,  diat  is,  of  fending  one 
another  on  fome  foolifh  errand  on  the  firft  of  April. 

cc  Tell  Mrs.  Bofwell  that  I  (hall  tafte  her  marmalade  cautioufly  at  firft, 
Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.     Beware,  fays  the  Italian  proverb,  of  a  recon- 
ciled enemy.     But  when  I  find  it  does  me  no  harm,  I  ftiall  then  receive- 
it  and  be  thankful  for  it,  as  a  pledge  of  firm,  and,  I  hope,  of  unalterable  kind- 
nefs.     She  is,  after  all,  a  dear,  dear  lady. 

"  Pleafe  to  return  Dr.  Blair  thanks  for  his  fermons.     The  Scotch  write 

Englifh  wonderfully  well. 

****** 

<c  Your  frequent  vifits  to  Auchinleck,  and  your  fhort  ftay  there  are  very 
laudable  and  very  judicious.  Your  prefent  concord  with  your  father  gives 
me  great  pleafure ;  it  was  all  that  you  feemed  to  want. 

"  My  health  is  very  bad,  and  my  nights  are  very  unquiet.  What  can  I 
do  to.  mend  them  ?  I  have  for  this  fummer  nothing  better  in  prolpeft  than 
a  journey  into  Staffordfhire  and  Derbyihire,  perhaps  with  Oxford  and 
Birmingham  in  my  way. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mifs  Veronica ;  I  muft  leave  it  to  her 
philofophy  to  comfort  you  for  the  lofs  of  little  David.  You  muft  remember, 
that  to  keep  three  out  of  four  is  more  than  your  fhare.  Mrs.  Thrale  has 
but  four  out  of  eleven. 

"  I  am  engaged  to  write  little  Lives,  and  little  Prefaces,  to  a  little  edition 
of  the  Englifti  Poets.  I  think  I  have  perfuaded  the  bookfellers  to  inlert 
fomething  of  Thomfon,  and  if  you  could  give  me  fome  information  about 

him, 


* 
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him,  for  the  life  which  we  have  is  very  fcanty,  I  fhould  be  glad.     I  am,      1777. 

dear  Sir*  jEtat.  6S. 

"  Your  moft  affe&ionate  humble  fcrvant, 
"  May j,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

• 

To  thofe  who  delight  in  tracing  the  progrefs  of  works  of  literature,  it  will 
be  an  entertainment  to  compare  the  limited  defign  with  the  ample  execution 
of  that  admirable  performance,  "  The  Lives  of  the  Englifh  Poets,"  which  is  the 
richeft,  moft  beautiful,  and  indeed  moft  perfeft  production  of  his  pen.     His 
notion  of  it  at  this  time  appears  in  the  preceding  letter.  He  has  a  memorandum 
in  this  year,  "  29  May,.  Eafter-Eve,  I  treated  with  bookfellers  on  a  bargain, . 
but  the  time  was  not  long  V     The  bargain  was  concerning  that  undertaking, , 
but  his  tender  confcience  feems  alarmed  left  it  fhould  have  intruded  too  much 
on  his  devout  preparation  for  the  folemnity  of  the  enfuing  day.     But,  indeed, 
very   little  time  was  necefl&ry  for  Johnfon's   concluding  a  treaty  with  the 
Bookfellers ;  as  he  had,  I  believe,  lefs  attention  to  profit  from  his  labours  than  •- 
any  man  to  whom  literature  has  been  a  profeflion.     I  fhall  here  infert  from  ■ 
a  letter  to  me  from  my  late  worthy  friend  Mr.  Edward  Dilly,  though  of  a 
later  date,  an  account  of  this  plan  fo  happily  conceived ;  fince  it  was  the 
occafionof  procuring  for  us  an  elegant  colleftion  of  the  beft  biography  an&- 
criticifm  of  which  our  language  can  boaft* 

Ti  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
€€  Dear  Sir,  Somhill,  Sept.  26,  ^77. 

"  YOU  will  find  by  this  letter,  that  I  am  ftill  in  die  fame  calm 
retreat,  from  the  noife  and  buftld  of  London,  as  when  I  wrote  to  you  laft. 
lam  happy  to  find  you  had  fuch  an  agreeable  meeting  with  your  old  friend 
Dr.  Johnfon ;  I  have  no  doubt  your  (lock  is  much  mcreafed  by  the  interview ;  . 
few  men,  nay  I  may  fay,  fcarcely  any  man  has  got  that  fond  of  knowledge 
and  entertainment  as  Dr.  Johnfon  in  converfation.  When  lie  opens  freely,  . 
every  one  is  attentive  to  what  he  fays,  and  cannot  fail  of  improvement  as  well 
as  pleafure. 

<c  The  edition  of   the  Poets,    now  printing,    will   do    honour   to    the 
Englifh  prefi,  and  a  concife  account  of  the    life  of  each  authour,  by  Df/ 
Johnfon,  will  be  a  very  valuable  addition,  and  ftamp  the  reputation  of  this 
edition  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  is  gone  before.    The  firft  caufe  that  gave 

3  P/aycrs  and  Meditations,  p.  IJ5«. 

rife 
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rife  to  this  undertaking,  I  believe,  was  owing  to  the  little  trifling  edition  of  \ 
the  Poets,  printing  by  the  Martins,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  be  fold  by  Bell, 
in  London.  Upon  examining  the  volumes  which  were  printed,  the  type  was 
found  fo  extremely  fmall,  that  many  perfons  could  not  read  them;  not 
only  this  inconvenience  attended  it,  but  the  inaccuracy  of  the  prefs  was 
very  confpicuous.  Thefe  reafons,  as  well  as  the  idea  of  an  invafion  of  what 
we  call  our  Literary  Property,  induced  the  London  Bookfellers  to  print  an 

elegant  and  accurate  edition  of  all  the  Englifti  Poets  of  reputation,  from 
Chaucer  to  the  prefent  time. 

"  Accordingly  a  fele£t  number  of  the  moft  refpeftable  bookfellers  met 
on  the  occafion,  and,,  on  confulting  together,  agreed,  that  all  the  proprietors 
bf  copy-right  in  the  various  Poets  fhould  be  fummoned  together;  and  when 
their  opinions  were  given,  to  proceed  immediately  on  the  bufinefs.  Accordingly 
a  meeting  was  held,  confifting  of  about  forty  ;.of  the  moft  refpe&able*  book- 
fellers of  London,  when  it  was  agreed  that  an  elegant  and  uniform  edition  of 
€  The  Englifh  Poets'  fhould  be  immediately  printed,  with  a  concife  account 
of  the  life  of  each  author,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon ;  and  that  three  perfons 
fhould  be  deputed  to  wait  upon  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  folicit  him  to  undertake  the 
Lives,  viz.  T.  Davies,  Strahan,  and  Cadell.  The  Dodtor  very  politely 
undertook  it,  and  feemed  exceedingly  pleafed  with  the  propofal.  As  to  the 
terms,  it  was  left  entirely  to  the  Doctor  to  name  his  own :  he  mentioned 
two  hundred  guineas :  it  was  immediately*  agreed  to ;  and  a  farther  com- 
pliment, I  believe,  will  be  made  him.  A  committee  was  likewife  appointed 
to  engage  the  beft  engravers,  viz.  Bartolozzi,  Sherwin,  Hall,  &c.  Likewife 
another  committee  for  giving  directions  about  the  paper,  printing,  &c.  fo 
that  the  whole  will  be  conducted  with  fpirit,  and  in  the  beft  taanner,  with 
refpedt  tQ  authourfhip,  editorfhip,  engravings,  tec.  tec.  My  brother  will 
give  you  a  lift  of  the  Poets  we  mean  to  give,  many  of  which  are  within  the 
time  of  the  Aft  of  Queen  Anne,  which  Martin  and  Bell  cannot  give,  as  they 
have  no  property  in  them ;  the  proprietors  are  almoft  all  the  bookfellers  in 
London  of  confequence,    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

c*  Ever  yours, 

*c  Edward  Dilly." 

I  fhall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  confidcr  the  extenfive  and  varied  range 
which  Johnfon  took*  when  he  was  once  led  upon  ground  which  he  trod 
with  a  peculiar  delight,  having  long  been  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumftances  of  it  that  could  intereft  and  pleafe. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnson  to  Charles  O'Conor,  Efq*. 
"  Sir, 

"  H  AV I N  G  had  the  pleafure  of  converfing  with  Dr.  Campbell 
about  your  charafter  and  your  literary  undertaking,  I  am  refolved  to  gratify 
my felf  by  renewing  a  correfpondence  which  began  and '  ended  a  great  while 
ago,  and  ended,  I  am  afraid,  by  my  fault ;  a  fault  which,  if  you  have  not 
forgotten  it,  you  muft  now  forgive. 

Cf  If  I  have  ever  difappointed  you,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  you 
have  like  wife  difappointed  me.  I  expefted  great  difcoveries  in  Irifli  antiquity, 
and  large  publications  in  the  Irifli  language;  but  the  world  ftill  remains  as  it 
was,  doubtful  and  ignorant.  What  the  Irifli  language  is  in  itfel£  and  to 
what  languages  it  has  affinity,  are  very  interefting  queftions;  which  every 
man  wifhes  to  fee  refolved,  that  has  any  philological  or  hiftorical  curiofity. 
Dr.  Leland  begins  his  hiftory  too  late :  the  ages  which  deferve  an  exaft 
enquiry  are  thofe  times  (for  fuch  there  were)  when  Ireland  was  the  fchoohof 
the  weft,  the  quiet  habitation  of  fan&ity  and  literature.  If  you  could  give  a 
hiftory,  though  imperfedt,  of  the  Irifli  nation,  from  its  conyerfion  to 
Chriftianity  to  the  invafion  from  England,  you  would  amplify  knowledge  with 
new  views  and  new  objefts.  Set  about  it,  therefore,  if  you  can :  do  what 
you  can  eafily  do  without  anxious  exa&netfs.  Lay  the  foundation,  and  leave 
the  fuperftrufture  to  pofterity.     I  am,  Sir, 

* <c  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  May  19,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Early  in  this  year  came  out,  in  two  volumes  quarto,  the  pofthumous  works 
of  the  learned  Dr.  Zachary  Pearce,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter ;  being  "  A  Com- 
mentary, with  Notes,  on  the  four  Evangelifts  and  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles," 
with  other  theological  pieces.  Johnfon  had  now  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
grateful  return  to  that  excellent  prelate,  who,  we  have  feen,  was  the  only 
perfon  who  gave  him  any  afliflance  in  the  compilation  of  his  Dictionary.   The 

4  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Treafury,  DublU,  who  obligingly  communicated  to  me  this  and  a 
former  letter  from  Dr.  Johnfon  to  the  fame  gentleman  (for  which  fee  Vol.  I.  page  177)  writes  to 
me  as  follows :— *€  Perhaps  it  would  gratify  you  to  have  fome  account  of  Mr.  O'Conor.  He  is  an 
amiable,  learned,  venerable  old  gentleman,  of  an  independent  fortune,  who  lives  at  Belanagar,  in 
the  county  of  Rofcommon ;  he  is  an  admired  writer,  and  Member  of  the  Irifh  Academy.— The 
above  Letter  is  alluded  to  in  the  Preface  to  the  2d  edit,  of  his  Di&rt.  p.  3  .*• 

•  Von.  II.  Q^  Bilhop 
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Bilhop  had  left  fome  account  of  his  life  and  chara&er,  written  by  himfelf. 
To  this  John  Jon  made  fome  valuable  additions,  f  aijd  alio  furnilhed  to  the 
editor,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Derby,  a  Dedication,  f  which  I  fhall  here  infert, 
both  becaufe  it  will  appear  at  this  time  with  peculiar  propriety;  and  becaule 
it  will  tend  to  propagate  and  increafe  that fC  fervour  of  Loyalty"  which  in  me, 
who  boaft  of  the  name  of  Tory,  is  not  only  a  principle  but  supaflion, 

To  The  King. 

*  Sir, 

"  T  p  r  ks  u  m  e  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  the  laft  labours  of  a  learned 
Bifhop,  who  died  in  the  toils  and  duties  of  his  calling.  He  is  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  all  earthly  honours  and  rewards ;  and  only  the '  hope  of  inciting 
others  to  imitate  him,  makes  it  now  fit  to  be  remembered,  that  he  enjoyed 
in  his  life  the  favour  of  your  Majefty. 

€i  The  tumultuary  life  of  Princes  feldom  permits  them  to  furvey  the  wide 
extent  of  national  intereft,  without  lofing  fight  of  private  merit,  to  exhibit 
qualities  which  may  be  imitated  by  the  higheft  and  the  humbleft  of  mankind  ; 
and  to  be  at  once  amiable  and  great.  *    . 

<f  Such  chara6ters,  if  now  and  then  they  appear  in  hiftory,  are  contem- 
plated with  admiration.  May  it  be  the  ambition  of  all  your  fubje&s  to  make 
hafte  with  their  tribute  of  reverence  j  and  as  pofterity  may  learn  from  your 
Majefty  how  Kings  fhould  live,  may  they  learn,  likewife,  from  your  people, 
how  they  fhould  be  honoured.     I  am, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

With  the  moft  profound  relped, 

Your  Majefty'* 

"  Mofcdutiiul  and  devoted 

"  Subjeft  and  femu*;' 

In  the  ftwwmer  he  wronea  Prologue*  which  ww  fpofcetr  before  *  &  Wofrf 
to  the  Wife,"  a  comedy  by  Mr.  Hugh  Kelly,  which  had  been  brought  upon  the 
ft&ge  in  1770 ;  but  its  defign  being  fuppofed  favourable  to  the  mimftry,  it  fell  a 
Jacrifice  to  popular  fury,  and,,  in.  the  playhoufe  phrafe,  was  damned*  By  the 
generofiry  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  proprietor  of  Covent  Garden  theatre,  it  was 
vow  exhibited  for  one  nighty  for  the  benefit  of  the  authoor's  widow  and 
children.    To  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  audience  was  the  mtenriw  <& 

J  Johnfon's 


€€ 
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Johnfon's  Prologue,  which,  as  it  is  not  long,  I  (hall  here  infert,  as  a  prdof  that     *777« 
his  poetical  talents  were  in  no  degree  impaired,  JEtaT^S! 

«c  This  night  prefents  a  play,  which  publick  rage, 

cc  Or  right  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage :  ' 

cc  From  zeal,  or  malice,  now  no  more  we  dread, 
cc  For  Englilh  vengeance  wars  not  with  the  d*ad% 
<c  A  generous  foe  regards  with  pitying  eye 
"  The  man  whom  Fate  has  laid  where  all  muft  lie* 
.  <c  To  wit,  reviving  from  its  authour's  duft, 
cf  Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  juft : 
cc  Let  no  renew'd  hoftilities  invade 
€(  Th'  oblivious  grave's  inviolable  fhade. 
"  Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appeafe,    N 
cc  And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe  5 

To  pleafe  by  fcenes,  unconfeious  of  offence* 

By  harmlels  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

Where  aught  of  bright  or  fair  the  piece  difplays* 

Approve  it  onlyw— 'tis  too  late  to  praife. 
cc  If  want  of  (kill  or  want  of  care  appear, 
cc  Forbear  to  hifs;— the  poet  cannot  hear. 
"  By  all,  like  him,  muft  praife  and  tylame  be  found, 
"  At  laft,  a  fleeting  gleam,  or  empty  found. 
"  Yet  then  fhall  calm  refleftion  blels  the  night, 
"  When  liberal  pity  dignified  delight  $ 
"  When  pleafure  fir'd  her  torch  at  virtue's  flame, 
"  And  mirth  was  bounty  with  an  humbler  name/* 


« 


A  £ircumftance  which  could  not  fail  to  be  very  pleafing  to  Johnfbn,  occurred 
this  year.  The  Tragedy  of  "  Sir  Thomas  Overbury," .  written  by  his  early 
companion  in  London,  Richard  Savage,  was  brought  out  with  alterations  at 
Drury-lane  theatre.  The  Prologue  to  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Richard 
Brindfley  Sheridan  -,  in  which,  after  defcribing  very  pathetically  the  wretched* 
nefs  of 

"  Ill-fated  Savage,  at  whofe  birth  was  giv'n 

"  No  parent  but  the  Mufe,  no  friend  but  Heav'n :" 


CL*  te 
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.*777-  he  concluded  with  an  elegant  compliment  to  Johnfon  oit  his  Di&ionary,  that 
JEt&i.  6$.  wonderful  performance  which  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  highly  praifed  j 
of  which  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  cc  Philological  Inquiries5,"  juftly  and  liberally 
obferves,  "  Such  is  its  merit,  that  our  language  does  not  poflefe  a  more 
copious,  learned,  and  valuable  work."  The  concluding  lines  of  this  Prologue 
were  thefe : 

€€  So  pleads  the  tale  6  that  gives  to  future  times 

"  The  fon's  misfortunes  and  the  parent's  crimes ; 

cc  There  ihall  his  fame  (if  own'd  to-night)  furvive, 

cc  Fix'd  by  the  hand  that  bids  our  language  live." 

Mr.  Sheridan  here  at  once  did  honour  to  his  tafte  and  to  his  liberality  of 
fentiment,  by  fhewing  that  he  was  not  prejudiced  from  the  unlucky  difference 
which  had  taken  place  between  his  worthy  father  and  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  have 
already  mentioned,  that  Johnfon  was  very  defirous  of  reconciliation  with  old 
Mr.  Sheridan.  It  will,  therefore,  not  feem  at  all  furprizing  that  he  was  zealous 
in  acknowledging  the  brilliant  merit  of  his  fon.  While  it  had  as  yet  been 
difplayed  only  in  the  drama,  Johnfon  propofed  him  as  a  member  of  The 
Literary  Club,  obferving,  that  "  He  who  has  written  the  two  beft 
comedies  of  his  age,  is  furely  a  confiderable  man."  And  he  had,  accordingly* 
the  honour  to  be  elefted  5  for  an  honour  it  undoubtedly  rauft  be  allowed  to 
be,  when  it  is  confidered  of  whom  that  fociety  confifts,  and  that  a  fingle 
black  ball  excludes  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Joh(nson. 

u  My  dear  Sir,  June 9,  1777. 

cc  FOR  the  health  of  my  wife  and  children  I  have  taken  the  little 
country-houfe  at  which  you  vifited  my  uncle,  Dr.  Boiwell,  who,  having 
loft  his  wife,  is  gone  to  live  with  his  fon.  We  took  poffeflion  of  our 
villa  about  a  week  ago*  we  have  a  garden  of  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  well 
flocked  with  fruit  trees  and  flowers,  and  goofebernes  and  currants,  and  peafe 
and  beans,  and  cabbages,  &c.  &c.  and  my  children  are  quite  happy.  I  now 
write  to  you  in  a  little  ftudy,  from  the  window  of  which  I  fee  around  me  a  * 
verdant  grove,  and  beyond  it  the  lofty  mountain,  called  Arthur's  Seat.         * 

*c  Your  laft  letter,  in  which  you  defire  me  to  fend  you  Ibrne  additional 
information  concerning  Thomfon,  reached  me  very  fortunately  juft  as  I  was 

*  Part  Firft,  Chap.  4.  «  «  Life  of  Richard  Savage,  by  Di<  Johnfon." 

2  goin£ 
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going  to  Lanark,  to  put  my  wife's  two  nephews,  the  young  Campbells, 
to  fchool  there,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thomfon,  the  matter  of  it,  whofe  jEtit'W 
wife  is  fitter  to  the  authour  of  the  Seafons.     She  is  an  old  woman  ;   but 
her  memory  is  very  good ;  and  fhe  will  with  pleafure  give  me  for  you  every 
particular  that  you  wi(h  to  know,   and  (he  can  tell.     Pray  then  take  the 
trouble  to  fend  me  fuch  queftions  as  may  lead  to  biographical  materials. 
You  fay  that  the  Life  which  we  have  of  Thomfon  is  fcanty.     Since  I  re- 
ceived your  letter,   I  have  read  his  Life,    publifhed    under  the    name  of 
Cibber,  but  as  you  told  me,  really  written  by  a  Mr.  Shiels ;  that  written  by 
Dr.  Murdoch  -,  one  prefixed  to  an   edition  of  the    c  Seafons,'  publiflied   at 
Edinburgh,  which  is  compounded  of  both,  with  the  addition  of  an  anecdote 
of  Quin's  relieving  Thomfon  from  prifon;  the  abridgement  of  Murdoch's 
life  of  him,  in  the  (  Biographia  Britannica,'  and  another  abridgement  of  it 
in  the  c  Biographical  Dictionary,'  enriched  with  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  critical 
panegyrick  on  the  €  Seafons'  in  his   €  Eflay  on  the  Genius  and  Writings  of 
Pope :'  from  all  thefe  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have  a  pretty  full  account  of  this' 
poet.   However,  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  fhew  me  many  blanks,  and  I  Ihall  do 
what  can  be  done  to  have  them  filled  up.     As  Thomfon  never  returned  to 
Scotland,  (which  you  will  think  very  wife,)  his  fitter  can  fpeak  from  her  own 
knowledge  only  as  to  the  early  part  of  his  life.     She  has  fome  letters  from 
him,  which  may  probably  give  light  as  to  his  more  advanced  progrefs,  if  fhe 
will  let  us  fee  them,  which  I  fuppofe  fhe  will.     I  believe  George  Lewis  Scott 
and  Dr.  Armftrong  are  now  his  only  furviving"  companions,  while  he  lived 
in  and  about  London ;  and  they,  I  dare  fay,  can  tell  more  of  him  than  is  yet 
known.     My  own  notion  is,  that  Thomfon  was  a  much  coarfer  man  than 
his   friends  are  willing  to  acknowledge.     His  c  Seafons'  are  indeed   full  of 
elegant  and  pious  fentiments :  but  a  rank  foil,  nay  a  dunghill,  will  produce 
beautiful  flowers. 

cc  Your  edition  of  the  c  Englilh  Poets'  will  be  very  valuable,  on  account 
of  the  '  Prefaces  and  Lives.'  But  I  have  feen  a  fpecimen  of  an  edition  of 
the  Poets  at  the  Apollo  prefs,  at  Edinburgh,  which,  for  excellence  in  printing 
and  engraving,  highly  deferves  a  liberal  encouragement. 

"  Moft  fincerely  do  I  regret  the  bad  health  and  bad  reft  with  which  you 
have  been  affii&ed ;  and  I  hope  you  are  better.  I  cannot  ■  believe  that  the 
prologue  which  you  generoufly  gave  to  Mr.  Kelly's  widow  and  children  the 
other  day,  is  the  efiufion  of  one  in  ficknefs  and  in  difquietude :  but  external 
circumftances  are  never  fure  indications  of  the  ftate  of  man.  I  fend  you  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  two  years  ago  at  Wilton;  and  did  not  fend  at  the 
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time,  for  fear  of  being  reproved  as  indulging  too  much  tendernefsj  and 
one  written  to  you  at  the  tomb  of  Melan&hon,  which  I  kept  back,  left  I 
ihould  appear  at  once  too  fuperftitious  and  too  enthufi^ftick.  J  now  imagine 
that  perhaps  they  may  pleafe  you. 

a  You  do  not  take  the  lead  notice  of  my  propofal  for  our  meeting  at 
C^rlifle,  Though  I  have  jneritorioufly  refrained  from  vifiting  London  this 
year4  I  a(k  you  if  it  would  not  be  wrong  that  I  Ihould  be  two  years  without 
having  the  benefit  of  your  convention,  when,  if  you  come  down  as  far  as 
Perbyfhire,  we  may  meet  at  the  expence  of  a  few  days  journeying,  aijd  not 
many  po\^nds.  I  wilh  you  to  fee  Carlifle,  which,  made  me  mention  that 
place.  But  if  you  have  not  a  tfefire  to  complete  your  tour  of  the  Englifh^ 
cathedrals,  I  will  take  a  larger  fhare  of  the  road  between  this  place  and 
Afhbourne.  So  tell  me  where  you  will  fix  for  our  palling  a  few  days  by 
ourfelves.  Now  don't  cry  c  foolilh  fellow/  or  *  idle  dog.'  Chain  your 
humour,  and  let  ypur  kindnefs  play. 

"  You  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  Mi(s  Macleod,  of  Rafay,  is  married  to 
Colonel  M^re  Campbell,  an  excellent  n\an,  with  a  pretty  good  eftatc  of  his 
ows,  and  the  prolpeA  of  having  the  Earl  of  Loudoun's  fortune  and  honours. 
Is  not  this  a  pobk  lot  for  our  fair  Hefrideaa  ?  How  happy  am  I  that  fhe  is 
to  be  in  Ayrihire.  We  fhall  haye  tfce  Laird  of  Rafay,  and  old  Malcolm,  and 
I  know  not  how  many  gallant  Macleods*  and  bagpipes,  &c.  &c.  at  Auchiftleck. 
Perhaps  you  may  meet  them  all. there. 

"  Without  doubt  you  have  read  what  is  called  c  The  Life  of  David  Hume,' 
written  by  himself,  with  the  fetter  from  Dr.  Adam  Smith  fubjoined  to  it.  Is  not 
this  an  age  of  dwng  effrontery  ?  My  friend  Mr.  Anderfon,  Profeflbr  of 
Natyral  Philofophy  3t  Glafgow,  at  whole  hpufe  you  and  I  fupped,  and  to  whofe 
care  Mr.  Windham,  of  Norfolk,  was  eatruftedatthat  Univerfity,  paid  me  a  vifit 
lately;  and  after  we  had  talked  with  indignation  and  contempt  of  the  poifonous 
produ&ions  with  which  this  age  is  infefted,  he  faid  there  was  now  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  Dr.  Johnfon  to  ftep  forth.  I  agreed  with  him  that  you  might 
knock  Hume's  and  Smith's  heads  together,  and  make  vain  and  oftentatious 
infidelity  exceedingly  ridiculous.  Would  it  not  be  worth  your  while  to  crufh 
juch  noxious  weeds  in  the  moral  garden  ? 

"  You  have  faid  nothing  to  me  of  Dr.  Etodd.  I  know  not  how  you 
think  on  that  fiibjeft  >  though  the  newfpapers  give  us  a  faying  of  yours  in 
favour  off  mercy  to  him.  But  I  own  I  am  very  deiirous  that  the  royal 
prerogative  of  remiflion  of  puniihment,  ihould  be  employed  to  exhibit  an 
illuftrious  inftance  of  the  regard  which  GOD's  Vicegerent  will  ever  fliew  to' 

piety 
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piety  and  virtue  If  for  ten  righteous  men  the  AtMiOHf  V  would  hive 
fpared  Sodom,  ftiall  not  a  thoiifand  a&s  of  goodnefs  done  by  Dr.  Dodd 
counterbalance  one  crime  i  Such  an  inftance  would  do  more  to  encourage 
goodnefs,  than  his  execution  would  do  to  deter  from  vice.  I  am  not  afraid 
of  any  bad  confequence  to  fociety ;  for  who  will  perfevfcre  for  a  long  courfe 
of  years  in  a  diftinguifhed  difcharge  of  religious  duties,  with  a  view  to  commit 
a  forgery  with  impunity  ? 

"  Pray  make  my  beft  Compliments  acceptable  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale* 
by  affuring  them  of  my  hearty  joy  that  the  Mafter  as  you  call  him  is  alive. 
I  hope  1  fhall  often  tafte  his  Champagne— foberly. 

"  I  have  not  heard  from  Langton  for  a  long  time*  I  fuppofe  he  is  as 
ufual, 

c  Studious  the  bufy  moments  to  deceive/ 


u  I  rttnain,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moil  affe&ionate 

€J  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

u  James  Boswell* 


» 


On  the  23d  of  June,  I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon*  ehdofing  a  fliip-rtiafter's 
receipt  for  a  jar  of  marmalade  of  oranges,  and  a  large  packet  of  Lord  Hailes's 
u  Annals  of  Scotland." 

•r 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq+ 

«  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  have  juft  received  your  packet  from  Mr.  f  hrale's,  but  have 
not  day-light  enough  to  look  much  into  it.  I  am  glad  that  I  have  credit 
enough  with  Lord  Hailes  to  be  trufted  with  more  copy.  I  hope  to  take  more 
care  of  it  than  of  the  laft.  I  return  Mrs.  BofWeU  my  affc&ionate  thanks' 
for  her  prefent,  which  I  v^lue  as  a  token  of  reconciliation. 

cc  Poor  Dodd  Was  put  to  death  yefterday,  in  oppofition  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  jury — the  petition  of  the  city  of  London— and  a  fubfequent  petition 
figned  by  three-and-twenty  thoufand  hands.  Surely  the  voice  of  the  publick, 
when  it  calls  fo  loudly,  and  calls  only  for  mercy,  ought  to  be  heard. 

cc  The  laying  that  Was  giveA  rrie  in  the  papers  I  netfef  fpoke ;  but  I  wrote 
many  of  his  petitions,  and  feme  of  his  letter*.    He  applied  to  me  very  oftert. 

He 
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He  was,  I  am  afraid,  long  flattered  with  hopes  of  life;  but  I  had  no  part  in 

the  dreadful  delufion;   for  as  foon  as  the  King  had  figned  his  fentence,  I 

obtained  from  Mr.  Chamier  an  account  of  the  difpofition  of  the  court  towards 

him,  with  a  declaration  that  there  was  no  hope  even  of  a  refpite.     This .  letter 

immediately  was  laid  before  Dodd ;  but  he  believed  thofe  whom  he  wifhed  to 

be  right,  as  it  is  thought,  till  within  three  days  of  his  end.     He  died  with 

pious  compofure  and  refolution.   *  I  have  juft  feen  the  Ordinary  that  -attended 

him.     His  Addrefs  to  his  fellow-convi&s  offended  the  Methodifts ;  but  he 

had  a  hloraviarr  with  him  much  of  his  time.     His  moral  character  is  very 

bad :  I  hope  all  is  not  true  that  is  charged  upon  him.     Of  his  behaviour  in 

prifon  an  account  will  be  publifhed. 

<c  I  give  you  joy  of  your  country-houfe,  and  your  pretty  garden ;   and 

hope  fome  time  to  fee  you  in  your  felicity.  I  was  much  pleafed  with  your  two 

letters  that  had  been  kept  fo  long  in  ftore**    and  rejoice  at  Mifs  Rafay's 

advancement,  and  wifli  Sir  Allan  fuccefs. 

"  1  hope 

~*  Since  they  have  been  fo  roach  honoured  by  Dr.  Johnfoa  I  (hall  here  infert  them  : 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  My  ever  dear  and  much-respected  Sir, 

ft  YOU  know  my  folemn  enthufiafm  of  mind*  You  love  me  for  it,  and  I  refpeft  my- 
felf  for  it,  becaufc  in  fo  far  I  refemble  Mr.  Johnfon.  You  will  be  agreeably  furprized  when  you 
learn  the  reafon  of  my  writing  this  letter.  I  am  at  Wittemberg  in  Saxony.  I  am  in  the  old 
church  where  the  Reformation  was  firft  preached,  and  where  fome  of  the  reformers  lie  interred. 
I  cannot  refill  the  ferious  pleafure  of  writing  to  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  Tomb  of  Melanclhon.  My 
paper  reds  upon  the  grave-done  of  that  great  and  good  man,  who  was  undoubtedly  the  worthieft 
of  all  the  reformers-  He  wimed  to  reform  abufes  which  had  been  introduced  into  the  Church ; 
but  had  no  private  refcntment  to  gratify.  So  mild  was  he,  that  when  his  aged  mother  confulted  him 
with  anxiety  on  the  perplexing  disputes  of  the  times,  he  advifed  her  *  to  keep  to  the  old  religion.* 
At  this  tomb,  then,  my  ever  dear  and  refpeded  friend !  I  vow  to  thee  an  eternal  attachment.  It 
fhall  be  my  fhidy  to  do  what  I  can  to  render  your  life  happy ;  and,  if  you  die  before  me,  I  (hall 
endeavour  to  do  honour  to*  your  memory  ;  and,  elevated  by  the  remembrance  of  you,  perfift  in 
noble  piety.  May  God,  the  Father  of. all  beings,  ever  blefs  you!  and  may  you  continue 
to  love 

"  Your  mod  affedionate  friend,  and  devoted  fervant,     . 
«  Sunday,  Sept. 30,  1764.  James  Boswell." 

» 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 
"  My  dear  Sir,  Wilton  Houfe,  April 22,  177^ 

«  EVERY  fecne  of  my  life  confirms  the  truth  of  what  you  have  told  me—'  there  is  no 
certain  happinefs  in  this  ftate  of  being/— I  am  here,  amidft  all  that  you  know  is  at  Lord  Pembroke's ; 
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**  X  hops  1ft  fioeet  you  fomewhere  towards  the  north,  but  am  loath  to  come     *  7tt- 
quite  to  Carlifle.    Can  we  not  meet  at  Manchefter  ?    JJur  we  will  fettle  it  in,  ]^tr;  $3; 
ibme  other  letters. 

«  Mr,  Seward8,  a  great  favourite  at  Streatham,  has  been,  I  think, 
enkindled  by  our  travels,  with  a  curiofity  to  fee  the  Highlands.  I  have 
given  him  letters  to  you  and  Beattie.  He  dcfires  that  a  lpdging  may  be  taken 
{or  him  at  Edinburgh,  againll  his  arrival.     He  is  juft  letting  out. 

cc  Langton  has  been  exercifujg  the  militia,  Mrs.  Williams  Is,  I  fearv 
Reclining.  Dr.  Lawrence  fays  he  can  do  no  more.  She  is  gone  to  fummer 
in  the  country,  with  as  many  conveniences  about  her  as  (he  can  expert ;  but  I 
Jiave  no  great  hope.    We  muft  all  die :   may  we  all  be  prepared  ! 

€€  I  fuppofe  Mils  Bofwell  reads  her  book,  and  young  Alexander  takes  tor 
his  learning.     Let  me  hear  about  them ;   for  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
you,  belongs  in  a  mpre  remote  degree,  and  not,  I  hope,  very  remote,  to* 
dear  Sir, 

*  Yours  affectionately, 

•JuneaS,  1777.  Sam.  J*kNSON."* 

To  the  fame. 

,c  Dear  Sir, 

/  ts  THIS  gentleman  is  a  great  favourite  at  Streatham,  and  therefore 
yon  will  eafily  believe  that  he  has  very  valuable  qualities.  Our  narrative  has 
kindled  him  with  a  define  of  vifiting  the  Highlands,  after  having  already  feen  p, 
great  part  of  Europe.    You  muft  receive  him  as  a  friend,  and  when  you  have 

and  yet  I  ajp  weary  and  gloomy.  I  am  juft  letting  out  for  the  houfe  of  an  old  friend  in  Devon- 
shire, and  (hall  not  get  back  to  London  for  a  week  yet*  You  faid  to  me  laft  Good-Friday,  with 
a  cordiality  that  warmed  my  heart,  that  if  I  came  to  fettle  in  London,  we  (hould  have  a  day  fixed 
every  week,  to  meet  by  ourfdves  and  talk  freely.  To  be  thought  worthy  of  fuch  a  privilege  cannot 
but  exalt  me.  Daring  my  prefent  abfence  from  you,  while,  notwithftanding  the  gaiety  which 
yon  allow  me  to  poflefs,  I  am  darkened  by  temporary  clouds,  I  beg  to  have  a  few  lines  from 
you ;  a  few  lines  merely  of  kindnefs,  as  a  <viaticu*n  till  I  fee  you  again.  In  your  *  Vanity  of 
Iraman  Wlfhes,*  and  in  ParneH's  *  Contentment,'  I  find  the  only  fure  means  of  enjoying  happinefs; 
or,  atleaft,  the  hopes  of  happinefs*    I  ever  am,  with  reverence  and  affection,    . 

94  Moft  faithfully  yours, 

*«  James  Bosweil.4 

*  William  Seward,  Efq.  well  known  to  a  numerous  and  valuable  acquaintance  for  his  literature, 
love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  fecial  virtues.  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  feveral  communications 
concerning  Johnfon. 

Vou  II.  R  dire&ed 
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*777*     dire&ed  him  to  the  curiofitics   of  Edinburgh,   give  him   inftruftions  and 
JEtii.  6S.  recommendations  for  the  reft  of  his  journey.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  June24,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Johnfon's  benevolence  to  the  unfortunate  was,  I  am  confident,  as  fteadjr 
and  a&ive  as  that  of  any  of  thofe  who  have  been  moft  eminendy  diftinguifhed 
.  for  that  virtue.  Innumerable  proofs  of  it  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  for  ever 
concealed  from  mortal  eyes.  We  may,  however,  form  fome  judgement  of 
it,  from  the  many  and  very  various  inftances  which  have  been  difcovered. 
%One  which  happened  in  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  is  remarkable  from  the 
name  and  conneftion  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  object  of  it.  The  circum- 
ftance  to  which  I  allude  is  afcertained  by  two  letters,  one  to  Mr.  Langton, 
and  another  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Vyfe,  reftor  of  Lambeth,  fon  of  the 
relpe&able  clergyman  at  Lichfield,  who  was  contemporary  with  Johnfon,  and 
in  whofe  father's  family  Johnfon  had  the  happinefs  of  being  kindly  received 
in  his  early  years. 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Bennet  Langton,  Efq* 

"  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I  have  lately  been  much  difordered  by  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
but  am  now  better.     I  hope  your  houfe  is  well. 

"  You  know  we  have  been  talking  lately  of  St.  Crofs,  at  Winchefter;  I 
have  an  old  acquaintance  whofe  diftrefs  makes  him  very  defirous  of  an 
Tiplpital,  and  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  ftrength  enough  to  get  him  into  the 
Chartreux.  He  is  a  painter,,  who  never  rofe  higher  than  to  get  his 
-immediate  living,  and  from  that,  at  eighty-three,  he  is  difabled  by  a  flight 
•ftroke  of  the  palfy,  fuch  as  does  not  make  him  at  all  helplefs  on  common 
occafions,  though  his  hand  is  not  fteady  enough  for  his  art. 

"  My  requeft  is,  that  you  will  try  to  obtain  a  pomife  of  the  next  vacancy, 
from  the  Biftiop  of  Chefter.  It  is  not  a  great  thing  to  afk,  and  I  hope  we 
fhall  obtain  it.  Dr.  Warton  has  promifed  to  favour  him  with  his  notice, 
and  I  hope  he  may  end  his  days  in  peace.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  June  29,  1  777.  S  A  M.   J  0  H  N  S  O  N." 

» 

To 
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■ 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  V  y  s  e,  at  Lambeth. 

«  Sir, 

c<  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  readily  forgive  me  for  taking  the  liberty 
of  requefting  your  afliftance  in  recommending  an  old  friend  to  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop,  as  Governour  of  the  Charter-houfe. 

"  His  name  is  De  Grootj  he  was  born  at  Gloucefterj  I  have  known  him 
many  years.  He  has  all  the  common*  claims  to  charity,  being  old,  poor,  and 
infirm,  in  a  great  degree.  He  has  likewife  another  claim,  to  which  no 
fcholar  can  refute  attention;  he  is  by  feveral  defcents  the  nephew  of  Hugo 
Grotius ;  of  him,  from  whom  perhaps  every  man  of  learning  has  learned 
fomething.  Let  it  not  be  laid  that  in  any  lettered  country  a  nephew  of 
Grotius  alked  a  charity  and  was  refufed.     I  am,  reverend  Sir, 

"  Your  moll  humble  fervant, 

"  July  19,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

Rev.  Dr.  VysE,  to  Mr.  Boswell. 

"  SlR  Lambeth,  June  9,1787. 

c<  I  have  fearched  in  vain  for  the  letter  which  I  fpoke  of,  and  which 
I  wilhed,  at  your  defire,  to  communicate  to  you.  It  was  from  Dr.  Johnfon, 
to  return  me  thanks  for  my  application  to  Archbilhop  Cornwallis  in  favour 
of  poor  De  Groot.  He  rejoices  at  the  fuccefs  it  met  with,  and  is  lavilh  in 
the  praile  he  beftows  upon  his  favourite,  Hugo  Grotius.  I  am  really  forry 
that  I  cannot  find  this  letter,  as  it  is  worthy  of  the  writer.  That  which  I 
fend  you  enclofed9  is  at  your  lervice.  It  is  very  Ihort,  and  will  not  perhaps 
be  thought  of  any  confequence;  unlefs  you  Ihould  judge  proper  to  confider 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  very  humane  part  which  Dr.  Johnfon  took  in  behalf  of 
a  diftrefled  and  deferring  perfon.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

«  W.  Vysb/'   , 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  Edward  Dill  v. 
«  Sir, 

"TO  the- colleftion  of  Englifti  Poets,  I  have  recommended  the 
volume  of  Dr.  Watts  to  be  added  $  his  name  has  long  been  held  by  me  in 
veneration^  and  I  would  not  willingly  be  reduced  to  tell  of  him  only  that  he 

9  The  preceding  letter. 

R  2  was 


the  li*e  ot  oft.  joflNSOW. 

was  born  and  died.  Yet  of  his  life  I  know  very  little,  and  therefore  muft 
pafs  him  in  a  manner  very  unworthy  of  his  charafter,  unlefs  fome  of  his 
friends  will  favour  me  with  the  neceffary  information;  many  of  them  muft 
be  known  to  you  j  and  by  your  influence,  perhaps  I  may  obtain  fome  in- 
ftruftion :  My  plan  does  not  exaft  much  j  but  I  wHh  to  diftinguifli  Watts,  a 
man  who  never  wrote  but  for  a  good  purpofe.  Be  pleafed  to  do  'for  me  what 
you  can.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervartt, 

«*  Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftrcet,  SATWr  JOHWSO*N.,r 

July;,  1777. 

To  Dr.  Sa'mu'ei  Johnson 

wMy  DEARSiR,  Bdinbmgb,  July  1$,  1777. 

aTHE  fate  of  Dr.  Dodd  made  a  difmal  impreffion  upon  my 

mind. 

*    +    *    *    *    * 

u  I  had  fagacity  'enough  to  divine  that  you  wrote  his  fpeech  to  the  Recorder 
before  feritence  was  pronounced*  I  am  glad  you  have  written  fa  much  for 
him;  and  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with  an  exadt  lift  of  the  fevcral  pieces  when 
we  meet. 

"  I  received  -Mr. -Seward  as  the  friend  of  Mr.  and  "Mrs.  Thrale,  and  as  a 
gentleman  recommended  by  Dr.  Johnfon  to  my  attention.  I  have  introduced 
him  to  LordjKames*  Lord  Monhoddo,  and  Mr.  Nairne.  He  is  gone 
to  the  Highlands  with  Dr.  Gregory*  when  he  returns  I  lhall  do  more  for 
him. 

*'  Sir  Allan  Maclean  has  carried  that  branch  of  his  caufe  of  which  we  had 
.good  hopes  :  the  fPrefident  and  one  other  Judge  only  were  againft  him.  i 
wilh  the  Houie  of  Lords  may  do  as  well  as  the  Court  of  Seifion  has  done. 
But  Sir  Allan  has  not  the  lands  of  Broks  quite  clear  by  this  judgement,  till  a. 
long  account  is  made  up  of  debts  and  incerefts  on  the  one  fide,  and  rents 
on  the  other.     I  am,  however,,  not  much  afraid  of  the  balance. 

"  Macquarry's  eftates,  Staffa  and  all>  were  fold  yefterday,  and  bought  by 
a  Campbell.  I  fear  he  will  have  litde  or  nothing  left  out  of  the  purchafe 
money. 

"  I  fend  you  the  cafe  againft  the  negro,  by  Mr.  Cullen,  fon  to  Dr*  Cullen> 
in  oppofition  to  Maclaurin's  for  liberty,  of  which  you  have  approved.  Pray 
read  this;  and  tell  me  what  you  think  as  a  Politician,  as  well  as  a  Poet, 
upon  the  fubjed:.. 

*  Be 
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«  Be  Co  kind  as  to  let  me  know  how  your  time  is  to  he  diftributed  next     J777- 
autumn.     I  will  meet  you  at  Manchefter,  or  where  you  pleafe ;  but  I  wifh  you  ^Jf^g, 
would  complete  your  tour  of  the  cathedrals,  and  come  to  Carlifie,,  and  I  will 
accompany  you  a  part  of  the  way  homewards,     I  am  ewer 

u  Moft  faithfully  yours* 

"  James  So&iwzliJ' 

Ho  James  Boswell,.  Efg~ 

*•  Dear  Sir, 

cc  YOUR  notion  of  the  neceffity  of  an  yearly  interview  is  very 
pieafing  to  both  my  vanity  and  tendernefe.  I  lhall3  perhaps,  come  to  Carliflc 
another  year ;  but  my  money  has  not  held,  put  fo  well  as  it  ufed  to  do,  -I 
fhall  go  to  Afhbourne,  and  I  -purpofe  to  make  Dr.  Taylor  invite  you.  If  you 
iive  awhile  with  me  at  his  houfe,  we  (hall  have  much  time  to  ourfelves,  and 
our  ftay  will  be  no  expence  to  us  or  him.  I  fhall  leave  London  the  38th.; 
.and  after  fome  ftay  at  Oxford  and  Lichfield,  fhall  probably  come  to  Alhbourne 
about  the  end  of  your  Seffion,  .but  of  all  this  you  fliall  have  notice.  Be 
iatisfied  we  will  meet  fbmewhere* 

cc  What,paffed  between  me  and  poor  Dr.  Dodd  you  fhall  know  more  .fully 
when  we  meet. 

"  Of  lawfuite  there  is  no  end ;  poor  Sir  Allan  muft  have  another  trial, 
for  which,  however,  his  antagonift  cannot  be  much  blamed,  having  two 
judges  on  his  fide.  I  am  more  afraid  of  the  debts  than  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords;  It  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined  to  wl»t  debts  will  fwell,  that  are  daily 
encreafing  by  fmall  additions,  and  how  carelefsly  in  a  ftate  of  delperation  debts 
are  contracted.  Poor  Macquarry  was  far  from  thinking  that  when  he  fold 
his  iflands  he  fhould  receive  nothing.  For  what  were  they  fold  ?  And  what 
was  their  yearly  value?  The  admiflion  of  money  into  the  Highlands  will 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  feudal  modes  of  life,  by  making  thofe  men. landlord* 
who  were  not  chiefs.  I  do  not  know  that  the  people  will  fuffer  by  the  change, 
'hut  there  was  in  the  patriarchal  authority  fomething  venerable  and  pleafing.  . 
£  very  eye  muft  look  with  pain  on  a  Campbell  turning  the  Macquarries  at  will 
out  of  their  Jedes  aviu,  their  hereditary  ifland* 

"Sir  Alexander  Dick  is  the  only  Scotfman  liberal  enough  not  to  be  angry 
that  I  could  not  find  trees,  where  trees  were  not.  I  was  much  delighted  by 
his  kind  letter. 

«  I  remember  ,Rafay  with  too  much  pleafure  not  to  partake  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  any  part  of  that  amiable  family.    Qur  ramble  in  the  iflands  hangs 

upon 
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1777.      upon  my  imagination,  I  can  'hardly  help  imagining  that  we  (hall  go  again. 


JEislu  68.  Pennant  feems  to  have  fcen  a  great  deal  which  we  did  not  lee :  When  we  travel 
again  let  us  look  better  about  us. 

"  You  have  done  right  in  taking  your  unkle's  houfe.  Some  change  in 
the  form  of  life,  gives  from  time  to  time  a  new  epocha  of  exiftence.  In  a 
new  place  there  is  fomething  new  to  be  done,  and  a  different  fyftem  of  thoughts 
rifes  in  the  mind.  I  wilh  I  could  gather  currants  in  your  garden.  Now  fit  up 
a  little  ftudy,  and  have  your  books  ready  at  hand  $  do  not  (pare  a  little  money, 
to  make  your  habitation  pleafing  to  yourfelf. 

cc  I  have  dined  lately  with  poor  dear .     I  do  not  think  he  goes  on 

well.     His  table  is  rather  coarfe,  and  he  has  his  children  too  much  about  him f . 
But  he  is  a  very  good  man. 

X€  Mrs.  Williams  is  in  the  country  to  try  if  fhe  can  improve  her  health ; 
ihe  is  very  ill.  Matters  have  come  fo  about  that  flie  is  in  the  country  with 
very  good  accommodation ;  but,  age  and  ficknefs,  and  pride,  have  made  her 
fo  peevilh  that  I  was  forced  to  bribe  the  maid  to  ftay  with  her,  by  a  fecret 
ftipulation  of  half  a  crown  a  week  over  her  wages. 

cc  Our  club  ended  its  feflion  about  fix  weeks  ago.  We  now  only  meet  to 
dine  once  a  fortnight.  Mr.  Dunning,  the  great  lawyer,  is  one  of  our 
members.     The  Thrales  are  well. 

<c  I  long  to  know  how  the  Negro's  caufe  will  be  decided.     What  is  the 
.  opinion  of  Lord  Auchinleck,  or  Lord  Hailes,  or  Lord  Monboddo  ?     I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  affe&ionate,  &c. 

"July  22,  1777,  Sam.  Johnson." 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mrs.  Boswell. 

"  Madam, 

"  THOUGH  I  am  well  enough  pleafed  with  the  tafte  of  fweetmeats, 
very  little  of  the  pleafure  which  I  received  at  the  arrival  of  your  jar  of 
marmalade  arofe  from  eating  it.     I  received  it  as  a  token  of  friendship,  as  a 

*  This  very  juft  remark  I  hope  will  be  conftantly  held  in  remembrance  by  parents,  who  are 
in  general  too  apt  to  indulge  their  own  fond  feelings  for  their  children  at  the  expence  of 
their  friends.  The  common  cuftom  of  introducing  them  after  dinner  is  highly  injudicious* 
It  is  agreeable  enough  that  they  (hould  appear  at  any  other  time;  but  they  fhould  not  be 
fuffered  to  poifon  the  moments  of  feftivity  by  attracting  the  attention  of  the  company,  and  in 
a  manner  compelling  them  from  politenefs  to  fay  what  they  do  not  'think. 

proof 
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proof  of  reconciliation,  things  much  fweeter  than  fweetmeats,  and  upon  this  >77T» 
confideration  I  return  you,  dear  Madam,  my  fincereft  thanks.  By  having  ^tat.  $«! 
your  kindnefs  I  think  I  have  a  double  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  Mr* 
Bofwell's,  which  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  man  can  long  keep,  when 
the  influence  of  a  lady  fo  highly  and  fo  juftly  valued  operates  againft  him; 
Mr.  Bofwell  will  tell  you,  that  I  was  always  faithful  to  your  intereft,  and 
always  endeavoured  to  exalt  you  in  his  eftimation.  You  muft  now  do  the 
fame  for  me.  We  muft  all  help  one  another,  and  you  muft  now  confider 
me,  as,  dear  Madam, 

c<  Your  moft  obliged, 

€t  And  moft  humble  fervant* 
••  Jolya*,  1777.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Mr.  Bos  well  to  Dr.  Johnson* 

a  Mv   DEAR  SlR,  Edinburgh,  July  28,  1777* 

cc  T  H I S  is  the  day  on  which  you  were  to  leave  London,  and  I  have 
been  amufing  myfelf  in  the  intervals  of  my  kw-drudgery,  with  figuring  you 
in  the  Oxford  poft-coach.  I  doubt,  however,  if  you  have  had  fb  merry  a 
journey  as  you  and  I  had  in  that  vehicle  laft  year,  when  you  made  lb  much 
lport  with  Gwyn,  the  architect.  Incidents  upon  a  journey  are  recollefted 
with  peculiar  pleafure ;  they  are  preferved  in  brifk  fpirits,  and  come  up  again 
in  our  minds,  tindtured  with  that  gaiety,  or  at  leaft  that  animation  with  which, 

we  firft  perceived  them.'* 

****** 

[I  added,  that  fbmething  had  occurred,  which  I  was  afraid  might 
prevent  me  from  meeting  him;  and  that  my  wife  had  been  affefted  with, 
complaints  which  threatened  a  conflimption,  but  was  now  better]. 

To  James  Boswell,   Eft* 
"Dear  Sir, 

"  DO  not  difturb  yourfelf  about  our  interviews;  I  hope  we  fliall  have 
many ;  nor  think  it  any  thing  hard  or  unufual,  that  your  defign  of  meeting* 
me  is  interrupted.  We  have  both  endured  greater  evils,  and  have  greater 
evils  to  expeft. 

'u  Mrs.  BofwelTs  illnefe  makes  a  more  fcrious  diftrefs.  Does  the  blood 
4rk  from  her  lungs  or  from  her  ftomach  ?•  From  little  veflels  broken  in  the 
iftomach  there  is  no  danger.    Blood  from  the  lungs  is,  I  believe,  always  frothy,. 

as 
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1777^     aft  mixed  with  wind.    Your  phyfkiaaa  know  very  well  what  is  to  be  done. 

^^ff*  ^ **e  *°k  *^  ******  a  ^y  wou*d*  indeed,  be  veiy  afflictive,  and  I  hope  fbe  tt 
in  no  danger.    Take  care  to  keep  her  mind  as  .eafy  a$  is  poflible, 

c<  I  have  left  Langton  in  London.  He  has  been  down  with  the  militia, 
and  is  again  quiet  at  home,  talking  to  his  little  people,  as,  I  fuppofe,  you  da 
fometimes.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mifc  Veronica.  The  reft  ure  too 
young  for  ceremony. 

"  I  cannot  but  hope  that  you  have  taken  your  country-houfe  at  a  very 
feafbnable  time,,  and  that  it  may  conduce  to  reftore,  or  eftabliih  Mrs.  BofweU's 
health,  as  well  as  provide  room  and  exercife  for  the  young  ones.  That  you 
and  your  lady  may  both  be  happy,  and  long  enjoy  your  happinefs,  is  the 
Sincere  and  eamefSt  wifh  o£  dear  Sir, 

**  Your.mofl;  &c 
«*  Oxford,  Aog.  4,  1777*  Sa  m.  Johns  o#." 


Mr.  Boswexl  to  Tfr.  Johnson. 

{Informing  him  that  my  wife  had  continued  to  grow  better,  lb  that  my  alarm- 
ing apprehenfions  were  relieved  %  and  that  vl  hoped  to  difengage  myfelf  from 
the  other  embarrafTment  which  had  occurred,  and  therefore  requefting  to  know 
particularly  when  he  intended  to  be  at  Afhbourne]. 

3i  Jambs  Boswell,  Efq. 
*€  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  a  m  this  day  come  to  Afhbourne,  and  have  only  to  tell  you,  that 
Or.  Taylor  lays  you  (hall  be  welcome  to  him,  and  you  know  how  welcome 
%  you  will  be  to  me.    Make  hafte  to  let  me  know  when  you  may  be  expe&ed. 
«  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  tell  her,  I  hope  we  fhall 
Jbe  at  variance  no  more.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

M  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

-"  Angnftjo,  1777-  5am#  JOHNSON* 


*c  Dear  Sir, 


To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 


M°N  Saturday  I  wrote  a  very  fhort  letter,  immediately  upon  my 
arrival  hither,  to  Ihew  you  that  I  am  not  lefs  defirous  of  the  interview  than 
yourfelfc  Life  admits  not  of  delays  1  when  pleafure  can  Jbe  had  it  is  fit  to  catch 
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it:  Every  hour  takes  away  part  of  the  things  that  pleafe  us,  and  perhaps  part  1777- 
of  our  difpofition  to  be  pleafed.  When  I  came  to  Lichfield,  I  found  my  old  ^^6*. 
friend  Harry  Jackfon  dead.  It  was  a  lofe,  and  a  lofs  not  to  be  repaired,  as 
he  was  one  of  the  companions  of  my  childhood,  I  hope  we  may  long 
continue  to  gain  friends,  but  the  friends  which  merit  or  ufefulnefs  can  procure 
us,  are  not  able  to  fupply  the  place  of  old  acquaintance,  with  whom  the 
days  of  youth  may  be  retraced,  and  thofe  images  revived  which  gave  the 
earlieft  delight.  If  you  and  I  live  to  be  much  older,  we  fhall  take  great 
delight  in  talking  over  the  Hebridean  Journey, 

u  In  the  mean  time  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  contrive  fome  other  little 
adventure,  but  what  it  can  be  I  know  not  s  leave  it,  as  Sidney  fays, 

€  To  virtue,  fortune,  wine,  and  woman's  breaft ;' 

for  I  believe  Mrs.  BofweH  muft  have  fome  part  in  the  confutation. 

«  One  thing  you  will  like.  The  Do&or,  fo  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  likely 
to  leave  us  enough  to  ourfelves.  He  was  out  to-day  before  I  came  down, 
and,  I  fancy,  will  ftay  out  till  dinner,  I  have  brought  the  papers  about  poor 
Dodd,  to  fhow  you,  but  you  will  foon  have  difpatched  them. 

c<  Before  I  came  away  I  Tent  poor  Mrs.  Williams  into  the  country,  very  ill 
of  a  pituitous  defluxion,  which  waftes  her  gradually  away,  and  which  her 
phyfician  declares  himfelf  unable  to  (top.  I  fupplied  her  as  far  as  could  be 
defired,  with  all  conveniencies  to  make  her  excurfion  and  abode  pleafant  and 
ufeful,  but  I  am  afraid  fhe  can  only  linger  a  fhort  tifiie  in  a  morbid  ftate  of 
weaknefs  and  pain. 

cc  The  Thrales,  little  and  great,  are  all  well,  and  purpofe  to  go  to  Bright- 
helmfton  at  Michaelmas.  They  will  invite  me  to  go  with  them,  and  perhaps 
I  may  go,  but  I  hardly  think  I  fhall  like  to  ftay  the  whole  time;  but  of 
futurity  we  know  but  little. 

€€  Mrs.  Porter  is  well  ;  but  Mrs.  Afton,  one  of  the  ladies  at  Stowhill,  has 
been  ftruck  with  a  palfy,  from  which  fhe  is  not  likely  ever  to  recover.  How 
foon  may  fuch  a  ftroke  fall  upon  us ! 

"  Write  to  me,  and  let  us  know  when  we  may  expe<5t  you.  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

" Aflibouroc, Sept.  1,  1777.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

Vol.  II.  S  Mr. 
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Mr.  Boswell,  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

Edinburgh,  Sept.  9,  1777. 

[After  informing  him  that  I  was  to  fet  out  next  day,  in  order  to  meet  hint- 

at  Afhbourne :— ] 

Cf  I  have  a  prefent  for  you  from  Lord  Hailes ;  the  fifth  book  of c  Ladtantius/ 
which  he  has  publifhed  with  Latin  notes.  He  is  alfo  to  give  you  a  few 
anecdotes  for  your  c  Life  of  Thomfon/  who  I  find  was  private  tutor  to  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Hadington,  Lord  Hailes's  coufin,  a  circumftance  not  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Murdoch.  I  have  keen  expectations  of  delight  from  your  edition  of 
the  Englifh  Poets. 

"  I  am  forry  for  poor  Mrs.  Williams's  fituation.  You  will,  however,  have 
the  comfort  of  reflefting  on  your  kindnefs  to  her.  Mr.  Jackfon's  death,  and 
Mrs.  Alton's  palfy,  are  gloomy  circumftances.  Yet  furely  we  fhould  be 
habituated  to  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  health.  When  my  mind  is  unclouded 
by  melancholy,  I  confider  the  temporary  diftrefles  of  this  date  of  being,  as 
light  affliftions,  by  ftretching  my  mental  view  into  that  glorious  after 
exiftence,  when  they  will  appear  to  be  as  nothing.  But  prefent  pleafures  and 
prefent  pains  rafeft  be  felt.  I  lately  read . c  Raffelas*  over  again  with  great 
fatisfa&ion. 

<f  Since  you  are  defirous  to  hear  about  Macquarry's  fale  I  fhall  inform 
you  particularly.  The  gentleman  who  purchafed  Ulva  is  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Auchnaba :  our  friend  Macquarry  was  proprietor  of  two-thirds  of  it,  of 
which  the  rent  was  156L  5s.  id.  J.  This  parcel  was  fet  up  at  4,0691. 
15s.  id.  but  it  fold  for  no  lefs,  than  5,5401.  The  other  third  of  Ulva* 
with  the  ifland  of  Staffa,  belonged  to  Macquarry  of  Ormaig.  Its  rent* 
including  that  of  Staffa,  83I.  ias.  2d.  ^ — fet  up  at  2178I.  16s.  4d.—~ 
fold  for  no  lefs  than  j>54ol.  The  Laird  of  Gol  wifhed  to  purchafe  Ulva,, 
but  he  thought  the  price  too  high.  There  may,  indeed,  be  great  improve- 
ments made  there,  both  1/1  fifhing  and  agriculture  y  but  the  intereft  of  the 
purchafe-money  exceeds  the  rents  fo  very  much,  that  I  doubt  if  the 
bargain  will  be  profitable.  There  is  an  ifland  called  Litde  Colonfay,  of  iol. 
yearly  rent,  which  I  am  informed  has  belonged  to  the  Macquarrys  of  Ulva 
for  many  ages,  but  which  was  lately  claimed  by  the  Preflbyterian  Synod  of 
Argyll,  in  confequence  of  a  grant  made  to  them  by  Queen  Ann*.  It  is 
believed  that  their  claim  will  be  difmifled,  and.  that  Little  Colonfay  will  alfdi 
he  fold  for  the  advantage  of  Macquarry's  creditors..    What  think  you  of 

3  purchafing 
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purchaling  this  ifland,  and  endowing  a  fchool  or  college  there,  the  matter  to  be 
a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  ?  How  venerable  would  fuch  an 
inftitution  make  the  name  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  in  the  Hebrides !  I 
have,  like  yourfelf,  a  wonderful  pleafure  in  recollefting  our  travels  in  thofe 
iflands.  The  pleafure  is,  I  think,  greater  than  it  reafonably  fhould  be, 
confidering  that  we  had  not  much  either  of  beauty  and  elegance  to  charm 
our  imaginations,  or  of  rude  novelty  to  aftonifh.  Let  us,  by  all  means, 
have  another  expedition.  I  fhrink  a  little  from  our  fcheme  of  going  up  the 
Baltick  \  I  am  forry  you  have  already  been  in  Wales,  for  I  wi(h  to  fee  it. 
Shall  we  go  to  Ireland,  of  which  1  have  feen  but  little  ?-  We  fhall  try  to  ftrikc 
out  a  plan  when  we  are  at  Afhbourne.     I  am  ever 

cc  Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

«  James  Boswell." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  write  to  be  left  at  Carlifle,  as  you  direft  me,  but  you  cannot 
have  it.  Your  letter,  dated  Sept.  6,  was  not  at  this  place  till  this  day, 
Thurfday,  Sept  n ;  and  I  hope  you  will  be  here  before  this  is  at  Carlifle1. 

*  It  appears  that  Johnfon,  now  in  his  fixty-eighth  year,  was  ferioufly  inclined  to  realife  the 
•project  of  our  going  up  the  Baltick,  which  I  had  darted  when  we  were  in  the  ifle  of  Sky ;  for  he 
thus  writes  to  Mrs*  Thrale ;  Letters,  Vol.  I.  page  )66 : 

,  *'  Afhbourne,  Sept,  13,  1777. 

"  BOSWELL,  I  believe,  is  coming.  He  talks  of  being  here  to-day :  I  fhall  be  glad 
to  fee  him :  but  he  fhrinks  from  the  Baltick  expedition,  which,  I  think,  is  the  bed  fcheme  in  our ' 
power.:  what  we  fhall  fubftitute  I  know  not;  Me  wants  to  fee  Wales ;  but,  except  the  woods  of 
Bachycraigh,  what  is  there *in  Wales,  that  can  fill  the  hunger  of  ignorance,  or  quench  the  third: 
of  curiofity  ?  We  may,  perhaps,  form  fome  fcheme  or  other ;  bat,  in  the  phrafe  of  HockUy  in  the 
Ho/e,  it  is  pity  he  has  not  a  better  h$ttom" 

Such  an  ardour  of  mind,  and  vigour  of  enterprize,  is  admirable  at  any  age ;  but  more  particu- 
larly Co  at  the  advanced  period  at  which  Johnfon  was  then  arrived*  I  am  forry  now  that  I  did  not 
infift  on  our  executing  that  fcheme.  Befides  the  other  objects  of  curiofity  and  obfervation,  to' 
have  feen  my  ilhiftrious  friend  received,  as  he  probably  would  have  been,  by  a  Prince  fo  eminently 
diftinguifhed  for  his  variety  of  talents  and  acquifitions  as  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  and  by  the  Emprefi 
of  Rmffia,  whofe  extraordinary  abilities,  information,  and  magnanimity,  aftonifh  the  world, 
would  have  afforded  a  noble  fubjeft  for  contemplation  and  record.  This  reflection  may  pbffibly 
be  thought  too  vifionary  by  the  more  fedate  and  cold-blooded  part  of  my  readers ;  yet  I  own,  I 
frequently  indulge  it  with  an  carneft,  unavailing  regret. 

*  It  fo  happened*    The  letter  was  forwarded  to  my  houfe  at  Edinburgh. 

S  2  However, 
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'777*  However,  what  you  have  not  going,  you  may  have  returning ;  and  as  I  believe 
atot.  68.  I  Hiall  not  love  you  lefs  after  our  interview,  it  will  then  be  as  true  as  it  is  now, 
that  I  fet  a  very  high  value  upon  your  friendfhip,  and  count  your  kindnefe  as 
one  of  the  chief  felicities  of  my  life.  Do  not  fancy  that  an  intermiffion  of 
writing  is  a  decay  of  kindnefs.  No  man  is  always  in  a  difpofition  to  write ; 
nor  has  any  man  at  all  times  fomething  to  fay. 

"  That  diftruft  which  intrudes  fo  often  on  your  mind  is  a  mode  of  melan- 
choly, which,  if  it  be  the  bufinefs  of  a  wife  .man  to  be  happy,  it  is  foolifh  to 
indulge ;  and  if  it  be  a  duty  to  preferve  our  faculties  entire  for  their  proper 
ufe,  it  is  criminal.  Sufpicion  is  very  often  an  ufelefs  pain.  From  that,  and 
all  other  pains,  I  wifh  you  free  and  fafe ;  for  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Moft  affe&ioriately  yours, 

"  Aflibournc,  Sept.  n9  1777.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 


On  Sunday  evening,  September  14,  I  arrived  at  Afhbburne,  and  drove 
dire&ly  up  to  Dr.  Taylor's  door.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  he  appeared  before  I  had 
got  out  of  the  poft-chaife,  and  welcomed  me  cordially. 

I  told  them  that  I  had  travelled  all  the  preceding  night,  and  gone  .to  bed 
at  Leek,  in  Staffordfhire ;  and  that  when  I  rofe  to  go  to  church  in  the  after- 
noon, I  was  informed  there  had  been  an  earthquake,  of  which,  it  feems,  the 
(hock  had  been  felt,  in  fome  degree,  at  Afhbourne.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  will 
be  much  exaggerated  in  popular  talk :  for,  in  the  firft  place,  die  common 
people  do  not  accurately  adapt  their  thoughts  to  the  objefts ;  nor,  fecondly, 
do  they  accurately  adapt  their  words  to  their  thoughts :  they  do  not  mean  to 
lie  5  but,  taking  no  pains  to  be  exaft,  they  give  you  very  falfe  accounts.  A 
great  part  of  their  language  is  proverbial.  If  any  thing  rocks  at  all,  they  fay 
U  rocks  like  a  cradle ;  and  in  this  way  they  go  on." 

The  fubjeft  of  grief  for  the  lofs  of  relations  and  friends  being  introduced, 
I  obferved  that  it  was  ftrange  to  confider  how  foon  it  in  general  wears 
away.  Dn  Taylor  mentioned  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhod  as  the  only 
inftance  he  had  ever  known  of  a  perfon  who  had  endeavoured  to  retain  grief. 
He  told  Dr.  Taylor,  that  after  his  lady's  death,  which  affedted  him  deeply, 
he  rejolved  that  the  grief,  which  he  cherifhed  with  a  kind  of  facred  fondnefs, 
Ihould  be  lading ;  but  that  he  found  he  could  not  keep  it  long.  Johnson. 
"  All  grief  for  what  cannot  in  the  courfe  of  nature  be  helped,  loon  wears  away  5 
in  ibme  fooner,  indeed,  in  fome  later ;  but  it  never  continues  very  long,  unlefs 
where  diere  is  madnefs,  fuch  as  will  make  a  man  have  pride  fo  fixed  in  his 

1  mind, 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

mind,  as  to  imagine  himfelf  a  King;  or  any  other  paffion  in  an  unreafonable 
way:  for  all  unneceflary  grief  is  unwife,  and  therefore  will  not  be  long 
retained  by  a  found  mind.  I£  indeed,  the  caufe  of  our  grief  is  occafionedby 
our  own  mifconduft,  if  grief  is  mingled  with  remorfe  of  confcience,  it  fhould 
be  lafting."  Boswell.  €€  But,  Sir,  we  do  not  approve  of  a  man  who  very  foon 
forgets  the  lofs  of  a  wife  or  a  friend."  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  we  difapprove  of 
him,  not  becaufe  he  foon  forgets  his  grief,  for  the  fooner  it  is  forgotten  the 
better,  but  becaufe  we  fuppofe,  that  if  he  forgets  his  wife  or  his  friend  foon, 
he  has  not  had  much  affeftion  for  them." 

I  was  fomewhat  cjifappointed  in  finding  that  the  .edition  of  the  Engliih 
Poets,  for  which  he  was  to  write  Prefaces  and  Lives,  was  not  an  undertaking 
diredted  by  him ;  but  that  he  was  to  fiirnifh  a  Preface  and  Life  to  any  poet  the 
bookfellers  pleafed.  I  aiked  him  if  he  would  do  this  to  any  dunce's  works, 
if  they  (hould  afk  him.  Johnson.  cc  Yes,  Sir;  and  Jay  he  was  a  dunce.5* 
My  friend  feemed  now  not  much  to  relifh  talking  of  this  edition. 

On  Monday,  September  15,  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved,  that  every  body  com- 
mended fuch  parts  of  his  €t  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,"  as  were  in  their 
own  way.  u  For  inftance,  (faid  he,)  Mr.  Jackfon  (the  all-knowing)  told 
me,  there  was  more  good  fenfe  upon  trade  in  it,  than  he  fhould  hear  iir 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  a  year,  except  from  Burke.  Jones  commended 
the  part  which  treats  of  language  >  Burke  that  which  defcribes  the  inhabitants* 
of  mountainous  countries." 

After  breakfaft,  Johnfon  carried  me  to*  fee  the  garden  belonging  to  the 
fchool  of  Afhbourne,  which  is  very  prettily  formed  upon  a  bank,  rifing 
gradually  behind  the  houfe.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Langley,  the  head  mafter, 
accompanied  us. 

While  we  fat  balking  in  the  fun  upon  a  feat  here,  I  introduced' a  common1 
fabjeft  of  complaint,  the  very  fmall  falaries  which  many  curates  have,  and  I 
maintained,  cf  that  no  man  fhould  be  inverted  with  the  charafter  of  a  clergy- 
man, unlefs  he  has  a  fecurity  for  fuch  an  income  as  will  enable  him  to 
appear  refpe&able  j  that,  therefore,  a  clergyman  fhould  not  be  allowed  to 
have  a  curate,  unlefs  he  gives  him  a  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  if  he  cannot 
do  that,  let  him  perform  the  duty  himfelf."  Johnson.  "  To  be  fure,  Sir, 
it  is  wrong  that  any  clergyman  fhould  be  without  a  reafonable  income  ;  but 
as  the  church  revenues  were  fadly  diminifhed  at  the  Reformation,  the  clergy 
who  have  livings  cannot  afford,  in  many  inftances,  to  give  good  falaries  tp 
curates,  without  leaving  themfelves  too  little ;  and,  if  no  curate  were  to  be 
permitted,  unlefs  he  had  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  their  number  would  be 

very 
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very  finally  which  would  be  a  difadvantage,  as  then  there  would  not  be  fuch 
choice  in  the  nurfery  for  the  church,  curates  being  candidates  for  the  higher 
ecclefiaftical  offices,  according  to  their  merit  and  good  behaviour."  He 
explained  the  fyftem  of  the  Englifh  Hierarchy  exceedingly  well.  "  It  is  not 
thought  fit  (faid  he)  to  truft  a  man  with  the  care  of  a  parifh,  till  he  has 
given  proof  as  a  curate  that  he  fhall  deferve  fuch  a  truft."  This  is  an  excel- 
lent theory ;  and  if  the  praffice  were  according  to  it,  the  Church  of  England 
Avould  be  admirable  indeed.  However,  as  I  have  heard  Dr*  Johnfon  obfervc 
as  to  the  Univerfities,  bad  praftice  does  not  infer  that  the  cenftitution  is 
bad. 

We  had  with  us  at  dinner  feveral  of  Dr.  Taylor's  neighbours,  good  civil 
gentlemen,  who  feemed  to  underftand  Dr.  Johnfon  very  well,  and  not  to 
confider  him  in  the  light  that  a  certain  perfoA  did,  who  being  (truck,  or 
rather  ftunned  by  his  voice  and  manner,  when  he  was  afterwards  aflced  what 
he  diought  of  him,  anfwered,  "  He's  a  tremendous  companion*" 
.  Johnfon  told  me,  that  "  Taylor  was  a  very  fenfible  acute  man,  and  had  a 
ftrong  mind  ;  that  he  had  great  aftiyity  in  fome  refpe&s,  and  yet  fuch  a  fort 
of  indolence,  that  if  you  fhould  put  a  pebble  upon  his  chimney-piece,  you 
%yould  find  it  there,  in  the  fame  ftate,  a  year  afterwards." 

And  here  is  the  proper  place  to  give  an  account  of  Johnfon's  humane  and 
zealous  interference  in  behalf  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  William  Dodd,  formerly 
Prebendary  of  Brecon,  and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  Majeftyj  celebrated 
as  a  very  popular  preacher,  an  encourager  of  charitable  inftitutions,  and 
■authour  of  a  variety  of  works,  chiefly  theological.  Having  unhappily  con- 
traded  expenfive  habits  of  living,  partly  occaiioned  by  licenrioufnefs  of 
manners,  he  in  an  evil  hour,  when  prefled  by  want  of  money,  and  dreading 
4n  expofiire  of  his  circumftances,  forged  a  bond  of  which  he  attempted  to 
avail  himfelf  to  fupport  his  credit,  flattering  himfelf  with  hopes  that  he  might 
be  able  to  repay  its  amount  without  being  detefted.  The  perfon,  whofe 
name  he  thus  rafhly  and  criminally  prefumed  to  falfify,  was  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  to  whom  .  he  had  been  tutor,  and  who,  he  perhaps,  in  die 
iwarmth  of  his  feelings,  flattered  himfelf  would  have  paid  the  money  in  cafe 
erf"  an  alarm  being  taken,  rather  than  fuffer  him  to  fall  a  vi&im  to  the  dreadful 
confequences  of  violating  the  law  againft  forgery,  the  mofl  dangerous  crime 
in  a  commercial  country;  but  the  unfortunate  divine  had  the  mortification. 
to  find  that  he  was  miftaken*  His  noble  pupil  appeared  againft  him,  and 
Jie  was  capitally  convi&ed. 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  told  me  that  Dr.  Dodd  was  very  little  acquainted  with  him,  having 
been  but  once  in;  his  company,  many  years  previous  to  this  period  (which 
was  precifely  the  ftate  of  my  own  acquaintance  with  Dodd) ;  but  in  his 
diftrefs  he  bethought  himfelf  of  Johnfon's  perfuafivc  power  of  writing,  if 
haply  it  might  avail  to  obtain  for  him  the  royal  mercy.  He  did  not  apply  ta 
him  dire&ly,  but,  extraordinary  as  it  may  feem,  through  the  late  Countefs  of 
Harrington,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  Johnfon,  afking*  him  to  employ  his  pen  in 
favour  of  Dodd.  Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  who  was  Johnfon's  landlord  and 
next  neighbour  in  Bolt-court,  and  for  whom  he  had  much  kindnefs,  was 
one  of  Dodd's  friends,  of  whom,  to  the  credit  of  humanity  be  it  recorded,, 
that  he  had  many  who  did  not  defert  him>  even  after  his  infringement  of  the 
law  had  reduced  him  to  the  ftate  of  a  man  under  fentence  of  death.  Mr. 
Allen  told  me  that  he  carried  Lady  Harrington's  letter  to  Johnfon,  that 
Johnfon  read  it  walking  up  and  down  his  chamber,  and  feerned  much  agitated, 
after  which  he  faid  c<  I  will  do  what  I  can ; — "  and  certainly  he  did  make 
extraordinary  exertions. 

He  this  evening,  as  he  had  obligingly  promifed  in  one  of  his  letters,  put 
into  my  hands  the  whole  feries  of  his  writings  upon  this  melancholy  occafion,. 
and  I  fliall  prefent  my  readers  with  the  abftra6k  which  I  made  from  the  col- 
lection; in  doing  which  I  ftudied  to  avoid  copying  what  had  appeared  in 
print,  and  now  make  part  of  the  edition  of  "  Johnfon's  Works,"  publifhed 
by  the  Bookfellers  of  London,  but  taking  care  to  mark  Johnfon's  variations 
in  fome  of  the  pieces  there  exhibited. 

Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  in  the  firfl:  place,  Dr.  Dodd's  f  Speech  to  the  Recorder 
of  London,"  at  the  Old-Bailey,  when  fentence  of  deadi  was  about  to  be  pro- 
nounced upon  him. 

He  wrote  alfo  "  The  Convi&'s  Addrefs  to  his  unhappy  Bretheren,"  a 
fermon  delivered  by  Dr.  Dodd,  in  the  chapel  of  Newgate.  According  t6 
Johnfon's  manufcript;  it  began  thus  after  the  text,  What  Jhall  I  do  to  be 
faved? — "  Thefe  were  the  words  with  which  the  keeper,  to  whofe  cuftody 
Paul  and  Silas  were  committed  by  their  profecutorsx  addrefled  his  prifoners,. 
when  he  law  them  freed  from  their  bonds  by  the  perceptible  agency  of  divine 
favour,  and  was,  therefore,  irrefiftibly  convinced  that  they  were  not  offenders, 
againft  the  laws,  but  martyrs  to  the  truth.'* 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  fo  good  as  to  mark  for  me  with  his  own  hand;,  on-  a  copy 
of  this  fermon  which  is  now  in  my  pofleflion,  fuch  paffages  as  were  added 
by  Dr.  Dodd.  They  are  not  many  :  Whoever  will  take  die  trouble  to  look 
at  the  printed  copy  and  attend  to  what  I  mention,  will  be  fatisfied  of  this. 

There 


i36  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON, 

i777»  There  is  a  ihort  introdu&ion  Jby  Dr.  Dodd,  and  he  alfo  inferted  this  len- 
)%ut.  6s!  tence, cc  You  fee  with  what  confofion  and  diftionour  \  now  ftand  before  you  j-— 
no  more  in  the  pulpit  of  inftrudtion,  but  on  this  humble  feat  with  yourfelves." 
The  notes  are  entirely  Dodd's  own,  and  Johnfon's  writing  ends  at  the  words, 
"  the.  thief  whom  he  pardoned  on  the  crofs."  What  follows  was  fupplied  by 
Dr.  Dodd  himfelf. 

The  other  pieces  written  by  Johnfon  in  the  abo^e  mentioned  colledlion, 
are  two  letters,  one  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bathurft  (not  Lefdr  North,  as  is 
erroneoufly  fuppofed)  and  one  to  Lord  Mansfield  j — A  Petition  from  Dr# 
Dodd  to  the  King; — A  Petition  from  Mrs.  Dodd  to  the  Queen; — Ob- 
servations of  fome  length  inferted  in  the  newfpapers,  on  occafion  of  Earl 
Percy's  having  prefented  to  his  Majefty  a  petition  fcxr  mercy  to  Dodd,  figned 
by  twenty  thou&nd  people,  but  all  in  vain.  He  told  me  that  he  had  alfo 
written  a  petition  from  the  city  of  London ;  "  but  (faid  he,  with  a  fignificant 
fmile)  they  mended  it." 

The  laft  of  thefe  articles  which  Johnfon  wrote  is  "  Dr.  Dodd's  lad  folemn 
Declaration/'  which  he  left  with  the  fheriff  at  the  place  of  execution.  Here 
alfo  my  friend  marked  the  variations  on  a  copy  of  that  piece  now  in  my  pofieffion* 
Dodd  inferted,  Cf  I  never  knew  or  attended  to  the  calls  of  frugality,  or  the 
needful  minutenefs  of  painful  (economy;"  and  in  the  next  fentence  he  in- 
troduced the  words  which  I  diftinguifh  by  Italicks,  "  My  life  for  fome  few 
unhappy  years  paft  has  been  dreadfully  erroneous"  Johnfon's  expreflion  was 
hypocritical i  but  his  remark  on  the  margin  is  "  With  this,  he  faid  he  could 
xiot  charge  himfelf." 

Having  thus  authentically  fettled  what  part  of  the  "  Occafional  Papers," 
concerning  Dr.  Dodd's  miferable  fituation,  came  from  the  pen  of  Johnfon, 
I  fhall  proceed  to  prefent  my  readers  with  my  record  of  the  unpublilhed 
writings  relating  to  that  extraordinary  and  interefting  nuttier. 

I  found  a  letter  to  Dr.  Johnfon  from  Dr.  Dodd,  May  23,  1777,  in  which 
*c  The  Convi&'s  Addrefs"  feems  clearly  to  be  meant : 

"  I  am  fo  penetrated,  my  ever  dear  Sir,  with  a  fenfe  of  your  extreme 
benevolence  towards  me,  that  I  cannot  find  words  equal  to  the  fentiments  of 
my  heart.    ***** 

cc  You  are  too  converfant  in  the  world  to  need  the  flighteft  hint  from  me, 
of  what  infinite  utility  the  Speech  4  on  the  aweflil  day  has  been  to  me.  .  I 
experience,  every  hour,  fome  good  effeft  from  it.    I  am  fure  that  effects  ftill 

4  Hi*  Speech  at  the  Old-Bailey,  when  found  guilty. 

more 
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more  falutary  and  important,  muft  follow  from  your  kind  and  intended  favour. 
I  will  labour, — God  being  my  helper,— to  do  juftice  to  it  from  the  pulpit.  I 
am  fure,  had  I  your  fentiments  conftantly  to  deliver  from  thence,  in  all  their 
mighty  force  and  power,  not  a  foul  could  be  left  unconvinced  and  unper- 
fuaded."     ********. 

He  added,  "  May  God  Almighty  blefs  and  reward,  with  his  choiceft 
comforts,  your  philanthropick  aftions,  and  enable  me  at  all  times  to  exprefs 
what  I  feel  of  the  high  and  uncommon  obligations  which  I  owe  to  the  firft 
man  in  our  times." 

On  Sunday,  June  22,  he  writes,  begging  Dn  Johnfon's  afliftance  in  framing 
a  fupplicatory  letter  to  his  Majefty  : 

cc  If  his  Majefty  could  be  moved  of  his  royal  clemency  to  fpare  me  and 
my  family  the  horrours  and  ignominy  of  a  publick  death,  which  the  publick 
itfelf  is  folicitous  to  wave,  and  to  grant  me  in  fome  filenr  diftant  corner  of 
the  globe,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  penitence  and  prayer,  I  would 
blefs  his  clemency  and  be  humbled," 

This  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Johnfon  when  in  church.  He  ftooped  down 
and  read  it,  and  wrote,  when  he  went  home,  the  following  letter  for  Dr.  Dodtf 
to  the  King : 

"  Sir, 

cc  MAY  it  not  offend  your  Majefty,  that  the  moft  miferable  of  mea 
applies  himfelf  to  your  clemency,  as  his  laft  hope  and  his  laft  refuge ;  that 
your  mercy  is  moft  earneftly  and  humbly  implored  by  a  clergyman,  whom 
youi-  Laws  and  Judges  have  condemned  to  the  horrour  and  ignominy  of  a 
publick  execution. 

cc  I  confefs  the  crime,  and  own  the  enormity  of  its  confequences,  and 
the  danger  of  its  example.  Nor  have  I  the  confidence  to  petition  for 
impunity  $  but  humbly  hope,  that  publick  fecurity  may  be  eftabhftied,  without 
the  Ipeftacle  of  a  clergyman  dragged  through  the  ftreets,  to  a  dfeath  of 
infamy,  amidft  the  derifion  of  the  profligate  and  profane ;  and  that  juftice  may 
be  fatisfied  with  irrevocable  exile,  perpetual  difgrace,  and  hopelefs  penury. 

u  My  life,  Sir,  has  not  been  uTelefs  to  mankind.  I  have  benefited  many. 
But  my  offences  againft  God  are  numberlefs,  and  I  have  had  little  time  for 
repentance.  Preferve  me,  Sir,  by  your  prerogative  of  mercy,  from  the 
neceflity  of  appearing  unprepared  at  that  tribunal  before  which  Kings  and 
Subjefts  muft  ftand  at  laft  together.    Permit  me  to  hide  my  guilt  in  fome 

Vol.  II.  T  obfcure 
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1777,     obfcure  corner  of  a  foreign  country,  where,  if  I  cao  ever  attain  confidence  to 
%jtoTto    hope  that  my  prayers  will  be  heard,  they  fhall  be  poured  with  all  the  fervour 
of  gratitude  for  the  life  and  happinefs  of  your  Majefty.     I  am,  Sir, 

«  Your  Majefty's,  be* 

Subjoined  to  it  was  written  as  follows  1 

To  Dr.  Dodd. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  most  ferioufly  enjoin  you  not  to  let  it  be  at  all  known  that  I 

* 

have  written  this  letter,  and  to  return  the  copy  to  Mr.  Allen  in  a  cover  to  me. 
I  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  I  wifh  it  fuccefs. — But  do  not  indulge  hope.— ~ 
Tell  nobody." 

It  happened  luckily  that  Mr.  Allen  was  pitched  on  to  affift  in  this  melan- 
choly office,  for  he  was  a  great  friend  of  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of 
Newgate.  Dr.  Johnfon  never  went  to  fee  Dr.  Dodd.  He  faid  to  me,  it 
would  have  done  him  more  harm,  than  good  to  Dodd,  who  once  exprefled  a 
defire  to  fee  him,  but  not  earneftly. 

Dr.  Johnfon,  on  the  20th  of  June,  wrote  the  following  letter  t 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Jenkinson. 

"■Si*, 

"  SINCE  the  convi&ion  and  condemnation  of  Dr.  Dodd,  I  have 
had,  by  the  intervention  of  a  friend,,  fome  intercourfe  with  him,  and  I  am 
fure  I  fhall  lofe  nothing  in  your  opinion  by  tendernefs  and  commiferation. 
Whatever  be  the  crime,  it  is  not  eafy  to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  delin- 
quent without  a  wifh  that  his  life  may  be  fpared,  at  leaft  when  no  life  has 
been  taken  away  by  him.  I  will,,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting 
fome  reafbns  for  which  I  wifh  this  unhappy  being  to  efcape  the  utmoft  rigour 
of  his  fentence. 

«  He  is,  fo  far  as  I  can  recoiled,  the  firft  clergyman  of  our  church  who  has 
fuffered  publick  execution  for  immorality ;  and  I  know  not  whether  k  would 
not  be  more  for  the  intereft  of  religion  to  bury  fuch  an  offender  in  the  obfeurity 
of  perpetual  exile,  than  to  expofe  him  in  a  cart,  and  on  the  gallows,  to  all 
who  for  any  xeafon  are  enemies  to  the  clergy. 

2  «  The 
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The  fupreme  power  has,  in  all  ages,  paid  fbme  attention  to  the  voice  of     1777. 
the  people;  and  that  voice  docs  not  leaft  deferve  to  be  heard,   when  it  jgtaMis! 
calls  out  for  mercy.   There  is  now  a  very  general  defire  that  Dodd's  life  fhould 
be  fpared.     More  is  not  wifhed  >  and,  perhaps,  this  is  not  too  much  to  be 
granted. 

<c  If  you,  Sir,  have  any  opportunity  of  enforcing  thefc  reafons;  you  may, 
perhaps,  think  them  worthy  of  confideration :  but  whatever  you  determine,  I 
moft  refpedtfuUy  intreat  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  for  this  intra- 
(ion,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

cc  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

It  has  been  confidently  circulated,  with  invidious  remarks,  that  to  this 
letter  no  attention  whatever  was  paid  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  now  Lord 
Hawkefbury  j  and  that  he  did  not  even  deign  to  fhew  the  common  civility  of 
owning  the  receipt  of  it.  I  could  not  but  wonder  at  fuch  conduit  in  the  noble 
Lord,  whofe  own  character  and  juft  elevation  in  life,  I  thought,  muft  have 
impreffed  him  with  all  due  regard  for  great  abilities  and  attainments.  As  the 
ftory  had  been  much  talked  of,  and  apparently  from  good  authority,  I  could 
not  but  have  animadverted  upon  it  in  this  work,  had  it  been  as  was  alledged ; 
but  from  my  carneft  love  of  truth,  and  having  found  reafon  to  think  that 
there  might  be  a  miftake,  I  prefumed  to  write  to  his  Lordfhip,  requefting  an 
explanation ;  and  it  is  with  the  fincereft  pleafure  that  I  am  enabled  to  allure 
the  world,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  it,  the  fait  being,  that  owing 
to  fome  neglect,  or  accident,  Johnfon's  letter  never  came  to  Lord 
Hawkefbury's  hands.  I  fhould  have  thought  it  ftrange  indeed,  if  that 
noble  Lord  had  undervalued  my  illuftrious  friend;  but  indeed  of  this 
being  the  cafe,  his  Lordfhip,  in  the  very  polite  anfwer  with  which  he  was 
pleafed  immediately  to  honour  me,  thus  exprefles  himfelf : — "  I  have 
always  relpefted  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  admire  his  writings ; 
and  I  frequently  read  many  parts  of  them  with  pleafure  and  great  improve- 
ment." 

All  applications  for  the  Royal  Mercy  having  failed,  Dr.  Dodd  prepared 
himfelf  for  death  j  and,  with  a  warmth  of  gratitude,  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
as  follows; 

T  2  «  ACCEPT, 
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"  June  2$.   Midmgbu 

"  ACCEPT,  thou  great  and  good  heart,  my  earneft  and  fervent 
thanks  and  prayers  for  all  thy  benevolent  and  kind  efforts  in  my  behalf.— Oh ! 
Dr.  Johnfon  !  as  I  fought  your  knowledge  at  an  early  hour  in  life,  would  to 
heaven  I  had  cultivated  the  love  and  acquaintance  of  fo  excellent  a  man  I — I 
pray  God  moft  fincerely  to  blefs  you  with  the  higheft  tranlports— the  infelt 
fatisfa&ion  of  humane  and  benevolent  exertions'!—- And  admitted,  as  I  truft  I 
fhaJl  be,  to  the  realms  of  blifs  before  you,  I  (hall  hail  your  arrival  there 
with  tranfportj  and  rejoice  to  acknowledge  that  you  was  my  Comforter,  my 
Advocate,  and  my  Friend!    God  be  ever  with  you  !'* 

Dr.  Johnfon  laftly  wrote  to  Dr.  Dodd  this  folemn  and  foothing  letter  t 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Do  an* 
**  Dear  Sir* 

u  THAT  which  is  appointed  to  all  men  is  now  coming  upon  you* 
Outward  circumftances,  the  eyes  and  the  thoughts  of  men,  are  below  the 
notice  of  an  immortal  being  about  to  ftand  the  trial  for  eternity,  before  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth.  Be  comforted :  your  crime,  morally 
or  religioufly  confidered,  has  no  very  deep  dye  of  turpitude.     It  corrupted 

* 

no  man's  principles ;  it  attacked  no  man's  fife.  It  involved  only  a  temporary 
and  reparable  injury*  Of  this,  and  of  all  other  fins,  you  are  earneftly  to. 
repent  -$.  and  may  God,  who  knoweth  our  frailty  and  defireth  not  our  death,, 
accept  your  repentance,  for  the  fake  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

"In  requital  of  thofe  well-intended  offices  which  you  are  pleafed  fo 
emphatically  to  acknowledge,  let  me  beg  that  you  make  in  your  devotions 
one  petition;  for  my  eternal  welfare.     I  am,  dear  Sfr, 

"  Your  affectionate  fervanty 
"June 26,  1777-  Sam.  Johnson." 

Under  the  copy  of  this  letter  I  found  written,  in  Jbhnfon's  own  hand, 
"  Next  day,  June  27,  he  was  executed." 

To  conclude  this  intereiting  epifode  with  an  ufofol  application,  let  us  now 

attend  to  the  reflections  of  Johnfon.  at  the  end  of  the  "  Occafional  Papers," 

concerning  the  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd.—"  Such  were  the  laft  thoughts  of  a 

,man  whom  we  have  feen- exulting  in  popularity^  and  funk  in  fhame.    For 

his 
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bis  reputation,  which  no  man  can  give  to  himfelf,  thofe  who  conferred  it  are  '777- 
to  anfwer.  Of  his  publick  miniftry  the  means  of  judging  were  fufficiently  jBrnT^ 
attainable..  He  muft  be  allowed  to  preach  well,  whofe  fermons  ftrike  his 
audience  with  forcible  conviftion.  Of  his  life,  thofe  who  thought  it  con- 
fident with  his  do&rine  did  not  originally  form  falfe  notions.  He  was  at  firft 
what  he  endeavoured  to  make  others  ;  but  the  world  broke  down  his  refolu^ 
tion,  and  he  in  rime  ceafed  to  exemplify'  his  own  inftru&ions. 

"  Let  thofe  who  are  tempted'  to  his  faults,  tremble  at  his  punifhment ; 
and  thofe  whom:*  he  imprefled  from  the  pulpit  with  religious  fentiments, 
endeavour  to  confirm  them  by  confidering  the  regret  and  felf-abhorrence  with 
which,  he  reviewed,  in  prifon  his  deviations  from  re&itude." 

Johnfen  gave  us  this  evening,  in  his  happy  difcriminative  manner,  a  portrait 
of  the  late  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  of  Derbyfhire.    cc  There  was  (faid  .he)  no  fparkle, 
no  brilliancy  in  Fitzherbert ;  but  I  never  knew  a  man  who  was  fb  generally 
acceptable*    He  made  every  body  quite  eafy,  overpowered  nobody  by  the 
fbperiority  of  his  talents,  made  no  man  think  worfe  of  himfelf  by  being  his 
rival,  feemed  always  to  liftcn,  did  not  oblige  you  to  hear  much  from  him, . 
and  did  not  oppofe  what  you  faid.     Every  body  liked  him;  but  he  had  no 
friend,  as  I  underftand  the  word,  nobody  with  whom .  he  exchanged  intimate 
thoughts.    People  were  willing  to  think  well  of  every  thing  about  him.  A  gen- 
tleman  was  making  an  affe&ed  rant,  as  many  people  do,  of. great  feelings  about : 
c  his  dear  fori,'  who  was  at  fchool  near  London ;  how  anxious  he  was  left 
he  might  be  ill,  and  what  he  would  give  to  fee  him.     c  Can't  you  (faid : 
Fitzherbert)  take  a  poft-chaife  and  go  to  him?*    This,  to  be  fare* jmijhed the 
affefted  man,  but  there  was  not  much  in  it.     However  this  was  circulated  * 
as  wit  for  a  whole  winter,  and  I  believe  part  of  a  fummer  too;  a  proof  that, 
he  was  no  very  witty  man.     He  was  an  inftance  of  the  truth  of  the  obferva- 
tion,  that  a  man  will  pleafe  more  upon  the  whole  by  negative  qualities  than  * 
by  pofitive ;  by  never  offending,,  than  by.  giving  a  great  deal  of  delight.     In . 
the  firft  place,  men  hate  more  fteadily  than  they  love;  and  if  I  have  faidi 
fomething  to  hurt  a  man  once,  I  fhall  not  get  the  better  of  this  by  faying  many 
things  to  pleafe  him." 

Tuefday,  September  16,  Dr.  Johnfori  having  mentioned  to  me  the  extra- 
ordinary fize  and  price  of  fome  cattle  reared  by  Dr.  Taylor,  I  rode  out  with  s 
our  hoft,  furveyed  his  farm,  and  was  fhown  one  cow  which  he  had  fold  for 
a  hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  and  another  for, which  he  had  been  offered  a 
hundred  and  thirty.     Taylor  thu&  defcribed  to  me  his  old  fchoolfellow  and 

friend, . 
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friend,  Johnfon :  "  He  is  a  man  of  a  very  clear  head,  great  power  of  words, 
and  a  very  gay  imagination ;  but  there  is  no  difputing  with  him.  He  will 
not  hear  you,  and  having  a  Jouder  voice  than  you,  muft  roar  you  down." 

In  the  afternoon  I  tried  to  get  Dr.  johnfon  to  like  the  Poems  of  Mr. 
Hamilton  of  Bangour,  which  I  had  brought  with  me:  I  had  been   much 
pleafed  with  them  at  a  very  early  age ;  th£  impreflion  (till  remained  on  my 
mind :  it  was  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  my  friend  the  Honourable  Andrew 
Erikine,  himfelf  both  a  good  poet  and  a  good  critick,  who  thought  Hamilton 
as  true  a  poet  as  ever  wrote,  and  that  his  not  having  fame  was  unaccountable. 
Johnfon  upon  repeated  occafions,  while  I  was  at  Afhbourne,  talked  flighting*/ 
of  Hamilton.     He  faid  there  was  no  power  of  thinking  in  his  verfes,  nothing 
that  ftrikes  one,  nothing  better  than  what  you  generally  find  in  magazines  j  and 
that  the  higheft  praife  they  deferved  was,  that  they  were  very  well  for  a  gen- 
tleman to  hand  about  among  his  friends-     He  laid  the  imitation  of  Ne  Jit 
ancilU  tibi  amor  &fr.  was  too  folemn ;  he  read  part  of  it  at  the  beginning.     He 
read  the  beautiful  pathetick  fong,  "  Ah  the  poor  fhepherd's  mournful  fate,," 
and  did  not  feem  to  give  attention  to  what  I  had  been  ufed  to  think  tend  er 
elegant  drains,  but  laughed  at  die  rhyme,  in  Scotch  pronunciation,  wifhes  and 
blujhesy  reading  wujbes — and  there  he  flopped.     He  owned  that  the  epitaph 
on  Lord  Newhall  was  pretty  well  done.     He  read  the  cc  Infcription  in    a 
Summer-houfe,"  and  a  little  of  the  imitations  of  Horace's  Epiftlesj    but 
faid,  he  found  nothing  to  make  him  defire  to  read  on.     When  I  urged  that 
there  were  fome  good  poetical  paflages  in  the  book.    Cf  Where  (faid  he)  will 
you  find  fo  large  a  colleftion  without  fome/'     I  thought  the  defcription  of 
Winter  might  obtain  his  approbation: 

"  See  Winter,  from  the  frozen. north, 

if  Drives  his  iron  chariot  forth  ! 

"  His  grifly  hand  in  icy  chains 

"  Fair  Tweeda's  filver  flood  conftrains,"  &c. 

He  afked  why  an  "  iron  chariot ;"  and  faid  "  icy  chains"  was  an  old  image. 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  uncertainty  of  tafte,  and  fomewhat  forry  that  a  poet 
whom  I  had  long  read  with  fondnefs,  was  not  approved  by  Dr.  Johnfon.  I 
comforted  myfelf  with  thinking  that  the  beauties  were  too  delicate  for  his 
robuft  perceptions.  Garrick  maintained  that  he  had  not  a  tafte  for  the  fineft 
produftions  of  genius :  but  I  was  fenfible,  that  when  he  took  the  trouble  to 
analyfe  critically,  he  generally  convinced  us  that  he  was  right. 

In 
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In  the  evening*  the  Reverend  Mr.  Seward,  of  Lichfield,  who  was  paffing  »777* 
through  Afhbourne  in  his  way  home,  drank  tea  with  us.  Johnfon  defcribed  ^tatT^i- 
him  thus :— cr  Sir,  his  ambition  is  to  be  a  fine  talker  j  fo  he  goes  to  Buxton, 
and  fiich  places*  where  he  may  find  companies  to  liften  to  him.  And,  Sir, 
he  is  a  valetudinarian,,  one  of  thofe  who  are  always  mending  themfelves.  I 
do  not  know  a  more  difagreeable  charafter  than  a  valetudinarian,  who  thinks 
he  may  do  any  thing  that  is  for  his  eafe,  and  indulges  himfelf  in  the  grofleft 
freedoms :   Sir,  he  brings  himfelf  to  the  ftate  of  a  hog  in  a  ftye." 

Dr.  Taylor's  nofe  happening  to  bleed,  he  faid,  it  was  becaufe  he  had 
omitted  to  have  himfelf  blooded  four  days  after  a  quarter  of  a  year's  interval* 
Dr.  Johnibn,  who  was  a  great  dabbler  in  phyfick,  difapproved  much  of 
periodical  bleeding..  <c  For  (laid  he)  you  accuftom  yourfelf  to  an  evacuation 
which  Nature  cannot  perform  of  herfelf,  and  therefore  Ihe  cannot  help  you,, 
fhould  you,  from  forgetfulnefs  or  any  other  caufe,  omit  it  j  fo  you  may 
be  fuddenly  fuffocated.  You  may  accuftom  yourfelf  to  other  periodical*, 
evacuations,  becaufe  fhould  you  omit  them,  Nature  can  fiipply  the  omiffion ; 
but  Nature  cannot  open  a  vein  to  blood  you."— "  I  do  not  like  to  take  an 
-emetick,  (faid  Taylor,)  for  fear  of  breaking  fome  (mall  veflels."— •"  Poh ! 
(laid  Johnfon)  if  you  have  fo  many  things  that  will  break,  you  had  better 
break  your  neck  at  once,  and  there's  an  end  on't.  You  will  break  no  frnall 
veflels."  (blowing  with  high  derifi6n). 

I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  David  Hume's  perfiftihg  in  his  infidelity,, 
when  he  was  dying,  (hocked  me  much.  Johnson.  "  Why  lhould  it  fhock 
you,  Sir?  Hume  owned  he  had  never  read  the  New  Teftament  with 
attention.  Here  then  was  a  man  who  had  been  at  na»  pains  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  religion,  and  had  continually  turned  his  mind  the  other  way.  It 
was  not  to  be  expedted  that  the  profpedt  of  death  would  alter  his  way  of 
thinking,  unlefs  God  fhould  fend  an  angel  to  fet  Kim  right."  I  faid,  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  thought  of  annihilation  gave  Hume  no  pain. 
Johnson.  "  It  was  not  fo,  Sir..  He  had  *  vanity  in  being  thought  eafy.  It  is* 
more  probable  that  he  fhould  affume  an  appearance  of  eafe,.  than  that  fo  very  • 
improbable  a  thing  fhould  be,  as  a  man  not  afraid  of  going  (as,  in  fpite  of  his 
delufive  theory,  he  cannot  be  fure  but  he  may  go,)  into  an  unknown  ftate,  and 
not  being  uneafy  at  leaving  all  he  knew..  And  you  are  to  confider,  that  upon, 
his  own  principle  of  annihilation  he  had  no  motive  to  fpeak  the  truth."  The 
horraur  of  death  which  I  had  always  obferved  in  Dr.  Johnfon,  appeared  ftrong 
to-night.  I  ventured  to  tell  him,  that  I  had  been,  for  moments  of  my  life,  not 
afraid  of  deaths  therefore  I  could  fuppofe  another  man  in  that  ftate  of  mind  for  a. 

confiderable. 
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.confiderable  fpace  of  time.  He  faid,  "  he  never  had  a  moment  in  which  death 
was  not  terrible  to  him."  He  added,  that  it  had  been  obferved,  that  almoft 
no  man  dies  in  publick,  but  with  apparent  refolution;  from  that  defire  of 
praife  which  never  quits  us.  I  faid,  Dr.  Dodd  feemed  to  -be  willing  to  die, 
and  full  of  hopes  of  happinefs.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  Dr.  Dodd  would  have  given 
bodi  his  hands  and  both  his  legs  to  have  lived.  The  better  -a  mp  is>  the 
more  afraid  is  he  of  death,  having  a  clearer  view  of  infinite  purity."  He 
owned,  that  our  being  in  an  unhappy  uncertainty  as  to  our  falvation,  was 
myfterious -,  and  faid,  "  Ah !  we  muft  wait  till  we  are  in  another  ftate  of 
being,  to  have  many  things  explained  to  us."  Even  the  powerful  mind 
of  Johnfon  feemed  foiled  by  futurity.  But  I  thought,  that  the  gloom 
of  uncertainty  in  folemn  religious  fpeculation,  being  mingled  with  hope,  was 
yet  more  xonfolatory  than  the  emptinefs  of  infidelity.  A  man  can  live  in 
thick  air >  but  perifhes  in  an  exhaufted  receiver. 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed  with  a  remark  ^which  I  told  him  was  made 
to  me  by  General  Paoli  :•— •"  That  it  is  impoflible  not  to  be  afraid  of  death  * 
and  that  thofe  who  at  the  time  of  dying  are  not  afraid,  are  not  thinking  of 
death, ,  but  of  applaufe,  or  fomething  elfe,  which  keeps  death  out  of  their 
fight :  -fo  that  all  men  are  equally  afraid  of  death  when  diey  fee  itj  only  foine 
have  a  power  of  turning  their  fight  away  from  it  better  than  others." 

On  Wednefday,  September  17,  Dr.  Butter,  phyfician  at  Derby,  drank 
tea  with  us  $  find  it  was  fettled  that  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  fhould  go  on  Friday 
and  dine  with  him,  Johpfon  faid^  ".I'm  glad  of  this,"  He  feemed  weajy 
of  the  uniformity  of  life  at  Dr.  Taylor's. 

Talking  of  biography,  I  faid*  in  writing  a  life  a  man's  peculiarities  fhould 
be  mentioned,  becaufe  they  mark  his  chara&er.  Johnson.  <c  Sir,  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  peculiarities :  the  queftion  is,  whether  a  man's  vices  fhould  be  men- 
tioned ;  for  inflancej  whether  it  fhould  be  mentioned  that  Addifon  and  Parnel 
drank  too  freely :  for  people  will  probably  more  eafily  indulge  in  drinking 
from  knowing  this  •,  fo  that  more  ill  may  be  done  by  the  example,  than  good 
.by  telling  the  whole  truth."  Here  was  an  inftance  of  his  varying  from  him- 
.fclf  in  talk  s  for  when  Lord  Hailes  and  he  fat  one  morning  calmly  converting 
in  my  houfe  at  Edinburgh,  I  well  remember  that  Dr.  Johnfon  maintained, 
jthat  "  if  a  man.  is  to  write  A  Pmegyritk,  he  may  keep  vices  out  of  fight *  but 
if  he  profefflbs  to  write  Al£fey  he.muft  jreprefent  it  really  as  it  was :"  and  when 
J  obje&ed  to  the  danger  of  telling  that  Parnel  drank  to  excefs,  he  faid,  that 
si  it  would  produce  an  inftru&ive  caution  to  avoid  drinking,  when  it  was  feen, 
that  even  the  learning  and  genius  of  Parnel  could  be  debafed  by  it.'*    And 

6  in 
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in  the  Hebrides  he  maintained,  as  appears  from  my  "Journal ',"  that  a  man's 
intimate  friend  fhould  mention  his  faults,  if  he  writes  his  life. 

He  had  this  evening,  pardy,  I  fuppofe,  from  the  fpirit  of  contradidtion. 
to  his  Whig  friend,  a  violent  argument  with  Dr.  Taylor,  as  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  people  of  England  at  this  time  towards  the  Royal  Family  of  Stuart. 
He  grew  fo  outrageous  as  to  fay,  <c  that,  if  England  were  fairly  polled,  the 
prefent  King  would  be  fent  away  to-night,  and  his  adherents  hanged  to-morrow." 
Taylor,  who  was  as  violent  a  Whig  as  Johnfon  was  a  Tory,  was  roufed 
by  this  to  a  pitch  of  bellowing.  He  denied,  loudly,  what  Johnfon  faid  ;  and 
maintained,  that  there  was  an  abhorrence  againft  the  Stuart  family,  though 
he  admitted  that  the  people  were  not  much  attached  to  the  prefent  King 6. 
Johnson,  "  Sir,  the  ftate  of  the  country  is  this :  the  people  knowing  it  to  be 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  King  has  not  the  hereditary  right  to  the  crown,  and 
there  being  no  hope  that  he  who  has  it  can  be  reftored,  have  grown  cold  and 
indifferent  upon  the  lubjedt  of  loyalty,  and  have  no  warm  attachment  to  any 
King.  They  would  not,  therefore,  rifle  any  thing  to  reftore  the  exiled  family. 
They  would  not  give  twenty  (hillings  a  piece  to  bring  it  about.  But,  if  a 
mere  vote  could  do  it,  there  would  be  twenty  to  one ;  at  leaft,  there  would 
be  a  very  great  majority  of  voices  for  it.  For,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that 
all  thofe  whb  think  a  King  has  a  right  to  his  crown,  as  a  man  has  to  his 
eftate,  which  is  the  juft  opinion,  would  be  for  reftoring  the  King  who  certainly 
has  the  hereditary  right,  could  he  be  trufted  with  it ;  in  which  there  would  be 
no  danger  now,  when  laws  and  every  thing  elfe  are  fo  much  advanced  j  and 
every  King  will  govern  by  the  laws.  And  you  muft  alfo  confider,  Sir,  that 
there  is  nothing  on  the  other  fide  to  oppofe  to  this ;  for  it  is  not  alledged 
by  any  one  that  the  prefent  family  has  any  inherent  right :  fo  that  die  Whigs 
could  not  have  a  conteft  between  two  rights." 

Dr.  Taylor  admitted,  that  if  the  queftion  as  to  hereditary  right  were  to  be 
tried  by  a  poll  of  the  people  of  England,  to  be  fure  the  abftradt  do&rine 
would  be  given  in  favour  of  the  family  of  Stuart ;  but  he  faid,  the  conduct  of 
that  family,  which  occafioned  their  expulfion,  was  fo  frefh  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  that  they  would  not  vote  for  a  reftoration.     Dr.  Johnfon,  I  think, 

5  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  3d  edit.  p.  240. 

*  Dr.  Taylor  was  very  ready  to  make  this  admijfion,  becaufe  the  party  with  which  he  was 
conceded  was  not  in  power.  There  was  then  foroe  truth  in  it,  owing  to  the  pertinacity  of 
factious  clamour.  Had  he  lived  till  now,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  him  to  deny  that  his 
Majefty  poffdTes  the  warmeft  affoftion  of  his  people* 

**  • 
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THE    LIFE    OF    Dlfc    JOHNSON. 

was  contented  with  the  admiffion  as  to  the  hereditary  right*  leaving  the  original? 
point  in  difpute,  viz.  what  the  people  upon  the  whole  would  do,  taking  in* 
right  and  aflfe&ion  $  for  he  faid,  people  were  afraid  of  a  change,  even  when  they 
thought  it  right.  Dr.  Taylor  faid  fomething  of  the  flight  foundation  of  the  here- 
ditary right  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  *  Sir,  (faid  Johnlbn,)  the  houfe  of  Stuart 
fucceeded  to  the  full  right  of  both  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  whofe 
common  fource  had  the  undifputed  right.  A  right  to  a  throne  is  like  a  right 
to  any  thing  elfe.  Pofleffion  is  fufficient,  where  no  better  right  can  be  fhewiu. 
This  was  the  cafe  with  the  Royal  Family  of  England,  as  it  is  now  with  the 
King  of  France :  for  as  to  the  firft  beginning  of  the  right,  we  am  in  the 

dark." 

Thurfday,  September  18.  Laft  night  Dr.  Johnfon  had  propofed  that  the 
cryftal  hiftre,  or  chandelier,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  large  room,  ihould.  he  lighted 
up  forae  time  or  other.  Taylor  faid,  it  ihould  be  lighted"  up  next  night. 
u  That  will  do  very  well,  (faid  I,)  for  it  is  Dr.  Johnfon's  birth-day."  When 
we  were  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky,  Johnfon  had  defired  me  not  to  mention  his  birth- 
day. He  did  not  feem  pleafed  at  this  time  that  I  mentioned  it,  and  faid 
(fomewhat  .ftpmly)  u  he  would  not  have  the  luftre  lighted  the  next  night." 

Some  ladies,  who  had  been  prefent  yefterday  when  I  mentioned  his  birthr 
day,  came  to  dinner  to-day,  and  plagued  him  unintentionally,  by  wifhing 
him  joy.  I  know  not  why  he  difliked  having  his  birth-d^y  mentioned,  untaft 
it  were  that  it  reminded  him  of  his  approaching  nearer  to  death,  of  which  he 
had  a  conftant.  dread. 

I  mentioned  to  him  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  formerly  gloomy  from  low 
fpirits,  and  much  difbeffed  by  the  fear  of  death,  but  was  now  uniformly 
placid,  and  contemplated  his  diffqlution  without  any  perturbation.  "  Sir, 
(faid  Johnfon,)    this  is  only  a  difordered   imagination  taking  a  different 


turn;" 


We  talked  pf  a  colkftion  being  made  of  all  the  Englifli  Poetp  who  had 
publiflied  a  volume  of  poems.  Johnfpn  told  me,  « tjiat  a  Mr.  Coxeter,  whom 
he  knew,  -\\ad  gone  the  greateft  length  towards  this;  having  cqlle&ed,  I 
think,  about  five  hundred  volumes  of  poets  whofe  works  were  litjle  knowq, 
but  that  upon  his  death  Tom  Ofborne  bought  them,  and  they  were  dif- 
perfed,  which  he  thought  a  pity,  .as  it  was  curious  to  fee  any  feries  com- 
plete ;   and  in  every  volume  of  poems  fomething  good  may  be  found.0 

He  obfcrved,  that  a  gentleman  of  eminence  in  literature  had  got  into  a 
bad  ftyle  of  poetry  of  late.  "  He  puts  (faid  he)  a  very  common  thing  in  a 
ftrange  drefs  till  he  does  not  know  it  himfel£  and  thinks  other  people  do  not 

4  know 
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Ttriow  it."    Boswill.  "  That  U  owing  m  his  being  fq  much  verfant  in  old     1777- 
Englilh  Poetry."    Johnson.  "  What  is  that  to  the  puroofe1  Sir  ?    If  I  fay  a  i^TS! 
man  is  drunk,  and  you  tell  me  it  is  owing  to  his  taking  much  drink,  the 

matter  is  not  mended    No*  Sir, has  taken  ty  an  odd  mode.    For 

example #  he'd  write  thus : 

4  Hermit  hoar,  in  folcmn  cell, 

€  Wearing  out  life's  evening  gray." 

Cray  evening  is  common  enough ;  but  evening  grey  he'd  think  fine.— Stay ; 
*ft-»we'U  make  out  the  ftanza : 

c  Ktefmit  hoar,  in  folemn  cell, 

<  Wearing  out  life's  evening  gray ; 
'  Smite  thy  bofom,  fage,  and  tell, 

c  What  is  bliis  ?  and  which  the  way  ? " 

Boswell.  rtBut  why  fmite  his  bofom,  Sir?"  JoHttsotf, «* Why  tx>  fhew 
he  was  ki  earneft,"  (fmiling).— He  at  an  after  period  added  the  following 
ftanza: 

«  Thus  I  fpoke ;  and  Ipeaking  figh'd ; 

<c  -^-Scarce  reprefs'd  the  darting  tear  j-— 
«  When  the  imiling  fage  reply'd— • 

"  —Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  fbme  beer \" 


♦  Aslbtne  of  my  readers  mayl*  gratiied  by  reading  the  preeHe  progref*  of  this  little  compo* 
ficion,  I  (hall  infert  it  from  my  notes.  "  When  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  were  fitting  tete  a  the  at  the 
Mitre  tavern,  May  9,  1778,  he  faid,  *  Where  ia  blifs,*  would  be  better*  He  then  added  a 
ludicrous  ftanza,  but  would  not  repeat  it,  left  I  fhouM  take  it  down.  It  was  fomewhat  as  follows  | 
the  lift  line  I  am  Aire  I  remefmber : 

'While  I  thus  cried,' 

€  ftcf; 

«  The  hoary  reply'd, 

•  Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  fome  beer.' 

«  In  fprlng,  1779,  wnen  ln  ^tter  humour,  he  made  the  fecond  ftanza,  as  in  the  text.  There 
wat>  only  one  variation  afterwards  made  on  my  foggeftioii,  which  was  changing  botrj  in  the  third 
foe  to  JkHimg,  both  to  avoid  a  ftrncntft  with  the  epithet  in  the  firft  line>  and  to  defcribc  the 
fermit  in  his  pleafcntry.    He  was  then  very  well  pkafed  that  I  ihoidd  prefcrve  iun 

U  a  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  help  thinking  the  firft  ftahza  very  good  folemn  poetry,  as  stlfo  the 
three  firft  lines  of  the  fecond.  Its  laft  line  is  an  excellent  burlefque  furprize 
"on  gloomy  fentimental  enquirers.  And,  perhaps,  the  advice  is  as  good  as 
can  be  given  to  a  low-fpirited  diflatisfied  being.—"  Don't  trouble  your  head 
with  fickly  thinking :  take  a  cup,  and  be  merry. " 

Friday,  September  19,  after  breakfaft,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  fet  out  in  Dr. 
Taylor's  chaife  to  go  to  Derby.  The  day  was  fine,  and  we  refolved  to 
go  by  Keddleftone,  the  feat  of  Lord  Scarfdale,  that  I  might  fee  his  Lord- 
fhip's  fine  houfe.  I  was  (truck  with  the  magnificence  of  the.  building ;  and 
the  extenfive  park,  with  the  fineft  verdure,  covered  with  deer,  and  cattle, 
and  fheep,  delighted  me.  The  number  of-  old  oaks,  of  an  immenfe 
fize,  filled  me  with  a  fort  of  reipedtful  admiration:  for,  one  of  them  fixty 
pounds  was  offered.  The  excellent  fmooth  gravel  roads ;  the  large  piece  of 
water  formed  by  his  Lordfhip  from  fome  fmall  brooks,  with  a  handfome 
barge  upon  it ;  the  venerable  Gothick  church,  now  the  family  chapel,  juft 
by  the  houfe ;  in  fhort,  the  grand  groupe  of  objefts  agitated  and  diftended  my 
mind  in  a  moft  agreeable  manner.  "One  {hould.  think  (faid  I)  that  the 
proprietor  of  all  this  muft  be  happy."—"  Nay,  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon,)  all  this 
excludes  but  one  evil — poverty 8." 

Our  names  were  fent  up,  and  a  well-dreft  elderly  houfekeeper,  a  moft  dif- 
tinft  articulator,  fhewed  us  the  houfe;  which  I  need  not  defcribe,  as  it  is 
publifhed  in  "  Adams's  Works  in  Architecture."  Dr.  Johnfon  thought  better 
of  it  to-day  than  when  hie  faw  it  before ;  for  the  other  night  he  attacked  it 
violently,  fayingj  <clt  would  do  excellently  for  a  town  hall.  The  large  room 
with  the  pillars  (faid  he)  would  do  for  the  Judges  to  fit  in  at  the  affizes  -,  the 
circular  room  for  a  jury  chamber  j  and  the  rooms  above  for  prifoners."  Still 
he  thought  the  large  room  ill  lighted,  and  of  no  ufe  but  for  dancing  in ;  and 
the  bed-chambers  but  indifferent  rooms  j  and  that  the  immenfe  fum  which  it 
coft  was  injudicioufly  laid  out.  Dr.  Taylor  had  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
appearing  pleafed  with  the  houfe.  "  But  (faid  he)  that  was  when  Lord 
Scarfdale  was  prefent.  Politenefs  obliges  us  to  appear  plea/ed  with  a  man's 
works  when  he  is  prefent.  No  man  will  be  fo  ill  bred  as  to  queftion  you. 
You  may  dierefore  pay  compliments  Without  faying  what  is  not  true.   I  fhould 

• 

•  When  I  mentioned  Dr.  Johnfon's  remark  to  a  lady  of  admirable  good  fenfe  and  quicknefs  of 
underftanding,  (he  obferved,  "  It  is  true,  all  this  excludes  only  one  evil*,  but  how  much.ggod 
does  it  let  in  ?" 
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lay  to  Lord  Scarfdale  of  his  large  room,    €  My  Lord,  this  is  the  moft  ccfily 
room,  that  I  ever  faw$'  which  is  true." 

Dr.  Manningham,  phyfician  in  London,  who  was  vifiting  at  Lord  Scarfdale'sr 
accompanied  us  through  many  of  the  rooms,  and  foon  afterwards  my  Lord 
himfelf,  to  whom  Dr.  Johnfbn  was  known,  appeared,  and  did  the  honours  of 
the  houfe.  We  talked  of  Mr.  Langton.  Johnfon,  with  a  warm  vehemence 
of  affe&iohate  regard,  exclaimed,  "  The  earth  does  not  bear  a  worthier  man 
than  Bennet  Langton."  We  few  a  good  many  fine  pidtures,  which  I  think 
are  defcribed  in  one  of  "  Young's  Tours."  There  is  a  printed  catalogue 
of  them  which  the  houfekeeper  put  into  my  hand ;  I  fhould  like  to  view- 
them  at  teifure.  I  was  much  (truck  with  Daniel  interpreting  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream  by  Rembrandt.  We  were  fliown  a  pretty  large  library. 
In  his  Lordftiip's  drefling-room  lay  Johnfon's  fmall  Didtionary :.  he  fhewed 
it  to  me,  with  fome  eagernefs,,  faying*  cc  Look'ye!  §{u*  terra  nqftri  won  plena 
lafroris"  He  obferved,  alfo,.  Goldfmith's  "  Animated  Nature;"  and  faid,. 
"  Here's  our  friend !  The  poor  Dodtor  would,  have  been  happy  to  hear 
of  this." 

In  our  way,  Johnfbn  ftrongly  exprefled  his  love  of  driving  faft  in  a  poft- 
chaife.  <c  If  (faid  he)  I  had  no  duties,  and  no  reference  to  futurity,  I  would 
fpend  my  life  in  driving  brifkly  in  a  poft-chaife  with  a  pretty  woman  $  but. 
flie  fhould  be  one  who  could  underftand  me,,  and  would  add  fomething  to. 
the  converfation."  I  obferved,  that  we  were  this  day  to  flop  juft  where  the 
Highland  army  did  in  1745.  Johnson.  "  It  was  a  nobk  attempt."  Boswell. 
"  I  wiflx  we  could  have  an  authentick  hiftory  of  it."  Johnson.  €C  If  you 
were  not  an  idle  dog  you  might  write  it,  by  colle&ing  from  every  body  what 
they  can  tell,  and  putting  down  your  authorities."  Boswell.  "  But  I  could 
pot  have  the  advantage  of  it  in  my  life-time."  Johnson.  cc  You  might' 
have  the  fati&faftion  of  its  fame,  by  printing  it  in  Holland ;  and  as  to  profit, 
confider  how  long  it  was  before  writing  came  to  be  confidered  in  a  pecuniary 
view.  Baretti  fays,  he  is  the  firft  man  that  ever  received  copy-money  in 
Italy."  I  faid,  that  I  would  endeavour  to  do  what  Dr.  Johnfon  fuggefted ; 
and  I  thought  that  I  might  write  (b  as  to  venture  to  publifh  my  "  Hiftory  of 
the  Civil  War  in  Great-Britain  in  1745  and  1746,"  without  being  obliged  to 
go  to  a  foreign  prefs 9. 

*  • 

•  I  am  now  happy  to  underftand,  that  Mr.  John  Home,  who  was  himfelf  gallantly  in  the  field, 
for  the  reigning  family,  in  that  interefting  warfare,  but  is  generous  enough  to  do  juftice  to  the  . 
other  fide,  is  preparing  an  account  of  it  for  the  prefs. 

Whem 
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*777»  When  we  arrived  at  Derby,  Dr.  Butter  accompanied  u$  to  fee  the  ffltoti- 
^BtatTiS!  *fe&°T  °f  china  there,  I  admired  the  ingenuity  and  delicate  art  with  which 
a  man  faQifoned  clay  into  a  cup,  a  faucer,  or  a  tea-pot^,  while  a  -boy  turned 
round  a  wheel  to  give  the  maTs  rotundity.  I  thought  this  as  excellent  in 
its  fpecies  of  power,  as  making  good  vferfes  <m  its  Q>ecies«  Yet  i  had  <no 
refped  for  this  potter.  Neither,  indeed,  has  a  man  of  any  ektent  of  thinking 
ibr  a  mere  verfe-makei^  in  whofe  number*,  however  perfeft,  thene  is  tufr 
poetry,  no  mind.  The  china  was  beautiful ;  but  Dr.  Johnfon  j*ftl]T 
>obferved,  it  was  too  dear  -,  for  that  he  could  haare  vdTels  of  film,  of  the  feme 
fize,  Us  cheap  as  what  were  here  made  of  porcelain. 

I  felt  apleafiire  in  walking  about  Derby.,  fuch  as  I  always  liave  in  walking 
-about  any  town  to  which  I  am  not  accuftomed.  There  is  an  Immediate  fen- 
fation  of  novelty  $  and  one  fpeculates  On  the  way  in  which  life  is  palled  in  it, 
which)  although  these  is  a  fartienefs  every  where  upon  the  whole,  is  yet 
»minutely  diverfificd.  The  minute  divcrfities  in  every  tiling  are  wohdei&l. 
Talking  of  fhaving  the  other  night  at  Dr.  Taylor's*  Dn  Johnfon  faid,  "  Sir, 
of  a  thoufand  fhavers,  two  do  jaot  (have  fo  much  alike  as  not  jto  be  ^iftirt- 
guifhed."  I  thought  this  not  pofiibie*  rill  he  fpecified  fo  many  of  the 
Varieties  ia  lhaving ;— holding  the  noor  more  or  lefs  perpendicular  j--Klnawifrg 
long  or  fhort  ftrokes ;-— beginning  at  the  tipper  part  of  the  face,  4r  Ae  under  j-*-^ 
at  the  right  fide  or  the  left  fide.  Indeed,  when  one  corifldere  what  variety  of 
jbunds  can  be  uttered  by  the  wind-pipe,  in  the  compafs  of  a  very  fmaH 
aperture,  w.e  may  be  convinced  hew  many  degrees  of  difference  there  may 
be  in  the  application  of  a  razor. 

We  dined  with  Dr.  Butter,  whofe  lady  is  daughter  of  my  couftfi  Sir  John 
Douglas^  whofe  grandion  is  now  prefumptive  heir  of  the  noble  family  of 
'Queenfberiy.  Johnfon  and  he  had  a  good  deal  of  medical  coftvtrfatiOfK 
Johnfon  laid,  he  had  fomewhei*  or  other  gfren  an  account  of  Dr.  Niditots'a 
iUfdouife  "  Be  Animd  Medici"  He  told  us,  "  that  whatever  a  man's  diftgfflpef 
-was*  Dn  Nichols  would  not  attend  him  as  a  pbyfician,  if  his  mind  was  nor 
at  cafe  a  for  he  believed  that  no  medicines  would  havfc  any  irtflueAce.  Hfe 
fence  attended  a  man  in  trade,  upon  whom  he  found  none  of  Ae  medkkiteJte 
prefcribed  had  any  efieft;  he  aflced  the  man's  wife  privately  whether  His  a&aift 
were  not  in  a  bad  way?  She  faid  no.  He  continued  tits  attendance  fome 
time,  ftill  without  fuccefs.  At  length  the  man's  wife  told  him,  fhc  had 
diibovered  that  her  hufbabd's  aflaiirs  were  in  a  bad  way.  When  Goldftaith 
*as  dying,  Dr.  Turton  faid  to  him^  -*  Your  pulfe  is  in  greater  diforder  than  it 

fliould 
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Jhould  bt,  from  the  degree  of  fever  which  you  have:  is  your  mind  at  eafe  ?* 
Qoldfinith  anfwered  it  wa$  not/** 

After  dinner,.  Mr$.  Butter  went  with  me  to  fee  the  filk-mill  which  Sir 
Thomas  JLambe  had  a  patent  for,  having  brought  away  the  contrivance  from 
Italy-  I  am  not  very  converfant  with*  mechanicks ;  but  the  fimplicity  of  this 
machine,  and  its  multiplied  operations,  (track  me  with  an  agreeable  furprize. 
J  fad;  karat  from  Dr.Johnfon,  during  this  interview,  not  to  think  with  a 
dejefted' indifference  of  the  works  of  art,  and  the  pleafures  of  life,  becaufe 
life  is  uqcertitu*  and  Ihort ;  but.  to  confider  fuqh  indifference  &  a  failure  of 
?eafan,  a*  morbkjnds  of  nqindj  fqr  happifiefs  fhould  be  cultivated  as  much  as 
we  can,,  and  the  obje&s  which  are  inftrumental  tQ  it  fhould  be  fteadily 
considered  as  qf  importance,,  with  a  reference  not  only  to  oyrfelves,  but: 
to  multitude*,  ixi  iiiccefliye  ages*.    Though  it  is  proper  to  value  fmall 

u  Sands  make  die  mountain,  moments  make  die  year9*" 

yet  we  muft  contemplate,  colle&ively,  to  have  a  juft  eftimation  of  obje&s*. 
One  moment's  hcing  uneafy  or  not,  fecms  of  no  confequence ;   yet  this  may 
be  thought  of  the  next,  and  the  next,  and  fo  on,  till  there  is  a  large  portion. 
of  mifery.    In  the  fame  way  one  muft  think  of  happinefs,  of  learning,  of 
friend  (hip.    We  cannot  tell  die  precife  moment  when  friendfhip  is  formed.. 
As  in  filling  a  veffel  drop  by  drop  there  is  at  laft  a  drop  which  makes  it  run 
over;,  fo  in  a  feries  of  kindnefles  there  is  at  kft  one  which  makes  the  heart 
run  over..    We  muft  not  divide  objects  of  our  attention  into  minute  parts,. 
and  think  (eparatply  of  each  part.     It  is  by  contemplating  a  large  tpafs  of 
human  exiftence,  that  a  man,  while  he  lets  a  juft  value  on  his  own  life,  does 
not  think  of  his  death  as.  annihilating  all  that  is  great  and  pleating  in  the  world, 
-as  if  aftually  ccntaineit  in  bis  mind>   according  go  Berkeley's  reverie.     If  his 
imagination  be  not  fickly  and  feeble,  k  "wings  ks.diftant  way"  /ar  beyond, 
himfelf,  and  views  the  world  in  unceafing  aftivity  of  every  fort.     It  muft 
be  acknowledged,,  however,  that  Pope's  plaintive  reflection,  chat,  all  things  • 
would  be  as  gay  as  ever  on  the  day  of  his  death,  is  natural  and  common. 
We  arc  apt  to  transfer  to  all  around  us  our  own  gloom,  without  confidering 
that  at  any  given  point  of  time  there  is,  perhaps,  as  much  youth  and. gaiety 
in  the  wordd  as  at  another.     Before  I  <came  into  this  life,  in  which  I  have  had 
$o  many  pleafant  fcenes,  have  not  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  deaths  and. 

?  Young, 
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funerals  happened,  and  have  not  families  been  in  grief  for  their  neareft  relations  ? 
But  have  thofe  difmal  circumftances  at  all  affe&ed  me  ?  Why  then  fhould 
the  gloomy  fcenes  which  I  experience,  or  which  I  know,  affed  others  ?  Let 
us  guard  againft  imagining  that,  there  is  an  end  of  felicity  upon  earth,  when 
we  ourfelves  grow  old,  or  are  unhappy. 

Dr.  Johnfon  told  us  at  tea,  that  when  fome  of  Dr.  Dodd's  pious  friends 
.were  trying  to  confole  him  by  laying  that  he  was  going  to  leave  "  a  wretched 
world,"  he  had  honefty  enough  not  to  join  in  the  cant :— c<  No,  no,  (faid  he,)' 
it  has  been  a  very  agreeable  world  to  me."  Johnfon  added,  "  I  refpedfc 
Dodd  for  thus  fpeaking  the  truth ;  for,  to  be  fure,  he  had  for  feveral  years 
enjoyed  a  life  of  great  voluptuoufnefs." 

-He  -told  us,  that  Dodd's  city  friends  flood  by  him  fo,  that  a  thoufand 
pounds  were  ready  to  be  given  ta  the  gaoler,  if  he  would  kt  him  efcape.  He 
added,  that  he  knew  a  friend  of  Dodd's,  who  walked  about  Newgate  for  fomc 
time  on  the  evening  before  the  day  of  his  execution,  with  five  hundred 
pounds  in  his  pocket,  ready  to  be  paid  to  any  of  the  turnkeys  who  could  get 
him  out:  but  it  was  too  late;  for  he  was  watched  with  much  circumfpe&ion. 
He  faid,  Dodd's  friends  had  an  image  of  him  made  of  wax,  which  was  to 
have  been  left  in  his  place;  and  he  believed  it  was  carried  Into  the  prifon. 

Johnfon  difapproved  of  Dr.  Dodd's  leaving  the  world  perfuaded  that  **  The 
Convidt's  Addrefs  to  his  unhappy  Brethren,"  was  of  his  own  writing.  "  But, 
.Sir,  (faid  I,)  you  contributed  to  the  deception;  for  when  Mr.  Seward 
:exprefled  a  doubt  to  you  that  it  was  not  Dodd's  own,  becaufe  it  had  a 
great  deal  more  force  of  mind  in  it  than  any  diing  known  to  be  his,  you 
anfwered,— .<  Why  fhould  you  think  fo  ?  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  when  a  man 
knows  he  is  to  be  hanged  in  a  fortnight,  it  concentrates  his  mind  wonder- 
fully." Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  Dodd  got  it  from  me  to  pafs  as  his  own,  while 
that  could  do  him  any  good,  there  was  an  implied  promife  that  I  fhould  not 
own  it.  To  own  it,  therefore,  would  have  been  telling  a  lie,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  brpach  of  promife,  which  was  worfe  than  Amply  telling  a  lie  to  make 
it  be  believed  it  was  Dodd's.  Befides,  Sir,  I  did  not  direSfly  tell  a  lie.:  I  left 
the  matter  uncertain.  Perhaps  I  thought  that  Seward  would  not  believe  it 
the  lefs  to  be  mine  for  what  I  faid ;  but  I  would  not  put  it  in  his  power  to 
fay  I  had  owned  it." 

He  praifed  Blair's  fermons :  "  Yet,"  faid  he,  {willing  to  let  us  fee  he  was 
.aware  that  fafhionable  fame,  however  deferved,  is  not  always  the  moft  lafting>) 
cc  perhaps,  they  may  not  be  re-printed  after  leven  years ;  at  leaft  not  after 
Blair's  death." 

He 
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•  He  laid,  "  Goldfmith  was  a  plant  that  flowered  late.     There  appeared      1777* 
nothing  remarkable  about  him  when  he  was  young ;  though  when  he  had  got .  jgjj£  6g 
high  in  fame,  one  of  his  friends  began  to  recolledt  fomething  of  his  being 
diftinguifhed  at  College.     Goldfmith  in  die  fame  manner  recollefted  more 
of  chat  friend's  early  years,  as  he  grew  a  greater  man." 

I  mentioned  that  Lord  Monboddo  told  me,  he  awaked  every  morning 
at  four,  and  then  for  his  health  got  up  and  walked  in  his  room  naked, 
with  the  window  open,  which  he  called  taking  an  air  bath ;  after  which  he 
went  to  bed  again,  and  flept  two  hours  more.  Johnfon,  who  was  always 
ready  to  beat  down  any  thing  that  feemed  to  be  exhibited  With  difproportionate 
importance,  dius  obferved :  "  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  there  is  no  more  in  it  than  this, 
he  awakes  at  four,  and  cannot  fleep  till  he  chills  himfelf,  and  makes  the 
warmth  of  the  bed  a  grateful  fenfation." 

I  talked  of  the  difficulty  of  rifing  in  the  morning.  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me, 
"  that  the  learned  Mrs.  Carter,  at  that  period  when  fhe  was  eager  in  ftudy,  did 
not  awake  as  early  as  fhe  wiftied,  and  ftie  therefore  had  a  contrivance,  that, 
at  a  certain  hour,  her  chamber-light  fhould  burn  a  firing  to  which  a  heavy 
weight  was  fufpended,  which  then  fell  with  a  ftrong  fudden  noife :  this 
roufed  her  from  fleep,  and  then  Ihe  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  up."  But  I 
faid  that  was  my  difficulty,  and  wifhed  there  could  be  fome  medicine  invented 
which  would  make  one  rife  without  pain,  which  I  never  did,  unlefs  after  lying 
in  bed  a  very  long  time.  Perhaps  there  may  be  fomething  in  the  (lores  of 
Nature  which  can  do  this.  I  have  thought  of  a  pulley  to  raife  me  gradually ; 
but  that  would  give  me  pain,  as  it  would  counteraft  my  internal  inclination. 
I  would  Iiave  fomething  that  can  diflipate  the  vis  inertia^  and  give  elafticity 
to  the  mufcles.  As  I  imagine  that  the  human  body  may  be  put,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  other  fubftances,  into  any  ftate  in  which  it  has  ever  been  \  and  as  I 
have  experienced  a  ftate  in  which  rifing  from  bed  was  not  difagreeable  but 
eafy,  pay,  fometimes  agreeable ;  I  fuppofe  that  this  ftate  may  be  produced, 
if  we  knew  by  what.  We  can  heat  the  body,  we  can  cool  it ;  we  can  give 
it  tenfion  or  relaxation ;  and  furely  it  is  poffible  to  bring  it  into  a  ftate  in 
which  rifing  from  bed  will  not  be  a  pain. 

Johnfon  obferved,  "  that  a  man  fhould  take  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fleep, . 
which  Dr.  Mead  fays  is  between  feven  and  nine  hours."  I  told  him,  that  Dr. 
Cullen  faid  to  me,  that  a  man  fhould  not  take  more  fleep  than  he  can  take  at 
once.  Johnson.  "  TJiis  rule,  Sir,  cannot  hold  in  all  cafes  j  for  many  people 
have  their  fleep  broken  by  ficknefs ;  and  furely,  Cullen  would  not  have  a  man  to. 
get  up,  after  having  flept  but  an  hour.     Such  a  regimen  would  foon  end  in  a 
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longjleep  \"  Dr.  Taylor  remarked,  I  think  very  juftly,  "  that  a  man  who  doe* 
not  feel  an  inclination  to  fleep  at  the  ordinary  time,  inftead  of  being  ftronger 
than  other  people,  muft  not  be  well ;  for  a  man  in  health  has  all  the  natural 
inclinations  to  eat,  drink,  and  fleep,  in  a  strong  degree." 

Johnfon  advifed  me  to-night  not  to  refine  in  the  education. of  my  children, 
"  Life  (faid  he)  will  not  bear  refinement :  you  muft  do  as  other  people  do." 

As  we  drove  back  to  Alhbourne,  Dr.  Johnfon  recommended  to  me,  as 
he  had  often  done,  to  drink  water  only :  "  For  (laid  he)  you  are  then 
fure  not  to  get  drunk;  whereas  if  you  drink  wine  you  are  never  fure."  I 
faid,  drinking  wine  was  a  pleaflire  which  I  was  unwilling  to  give  up.  "  Why, 
Sir,  (faid  he,)  there  is  no  doubt  that  not  to  drink  wine  is  a  great  dedudlion 
from  life ;  but  it  may  be  necefiary."  He  however  owned,  that  in  his  opinion 
a  free  ufe  of  wine  did  not  fhorten  life  $  and  faid,  he  would  not  give  lefs  for 
the  life  of  a  certain  Scotch  Lord  (whom  he  named)  celebrated  for  hard  I 
drinking,  than  for  that  of  a  fober  man.  "  But  ftay,  (faid  he,  with  his  uftial 
intelligence,  and  accuracy  of  ^enquiry,)  does  it  take  much  wine  to  make  him 
drunk  ?"  I  anfwered,  "  a  great  deal  either  of  wine  or  ftrong  punch."-—"  Then 
(faid  he)  that  is  the  worfe."  I  prefume  to  illuftrate  my  friend's  obfervation 
thus :  <c  A  fortrefs  which  foon  furrenders  has  its  walls  lefe  fhattered,  than 
when  a  long  and  obftinate  refiftance  is  made." 

I  ventured  to  mendon  a  perfon  who  was  as  violent  a  Scotfman  as  he  was 
an  Englifliman ;  and  literally  had  the  fame  contempt  for  an  Englifliman 
compared  with  a  Scotfman,  that  he  had  for  at  Scotfman  compared  with  an 
Englifliman ;  and  that  he  would  fay  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  "  Damned  rafcal !  to  talk 
a§  he  does  of  the  Scotch."  This  feemed,  for  a  moment,  "  to  give  him  paufe.* 
It,  perhaps,  prefented  his  extreme  prejudice  againft  the  Scotch  in  a  point  of 
view  fbmewhat  new  to  him,  by  the  effeft  of  contraft* 

By  the  time  when  we  returned  to  Alhbourne,  Dr.  Taylor  was  gone  to  bed* 
Johnfon  and  I  fat  up  a  long  time  by  ourfelves. 

■  This  regirnen.  was,  however,  pia&ifed  by  Bifhop  Ken,  of  whom  Hawkins  (not  Sir  John) 
in  his  Life  of  that  venerable  Prelate,  page  4,  tells  us,  "  And  that  neither  his  ftudy  might  be 
the  aggreflbr  on  his  hoars  .of  inftru&ion,  or  what  he  judged  his  duty  prevent  his  improvements  ; 
or  both,  his  cldfct  addrefTes  to  his  God  ;  he  ftrifUy  accuftomed  himfelf  to  but  one  fleep,  which 
often  obliged  him  to  rife  at  one  or  two  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  fometimes  fooner ;  and 
grew  fo  habitual,  that  it  continuecLwith  him  almpft  till  his  laft  illnefs*  And  fo  lively  and  cheat- 
ful  was  his  temper,  that  he  would  be  very  facetious  and  entertaining  to  his  friends  in  the  evening, 
even  when  it  was  perceived  that  with  difficulty,  he  kept  his  eyes  open ;  and  then  feemed  to  go  to 
reft  with  no  other  purpofe  than  the  refrefhing  and  enabling  him  with  more  vigour  and  cheerful- 
aefs  to  fing  his  morning  hynan,  as  he  then  ufed  to  do  to  his  lute,  before  he  put  oa  his  cloaths.'* 

3  He 
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He  was  much  diverted  with  an  article  which  I  fhewed  him  in  the  cc  Critical      1777. 
Review"  of  this  year,  giving  aft  account  of  a  curious  publication,  entitled,  jg^^ 
"A  Spiritual  Diary  and  Soliloquies,  by  John  Rutty,  M.  D."     Dr.  Rutty 
was  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,    a  phyfician  of  fome  eminence  in 
Dublin,  and  authour  of  feveral  works.     This  Diary,  which  was  kept  from 
*753  t0  I77fT>  the  year  *n  which  he  died,  and  was  now  publiflied  in  two 
volumes,  o£bavo,  exhibited,    in  the  fimplicity  of  his  heart,  a   minute  and      .  ~ 
honeft  regifter  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind ;  which,  though  frequently  laughable  ~" 
enough,    was  not  more  fo  than  the  hiftory  of  many  men  would  be,    if 
recorded  with  equal  fairnefs. 

The  following  fpecimens  were?  extracted  by  the  Reviewers : 


tc  Tenth  month,  175  ji. 

23.  Indulgence  in  bed  an  hour  too  long. 


4€ 


"  Twelfth  month,  17.  An  hypochondriack  obnubilation  from  wind  and 
indigeftion. 

"  Ninth  month,  38.    An  over-dofe  of  whifky. 

"  29.  A  dull,  crofs,  cholerick  day. 

<€  Firft  month,  1757 — 22.   A  little  fwinifh  at  dinner  and  repaft. 

"  3 1 .   Dogged  on  provocation. 

"  Second  month*  5.   Very  dogged  or  fnappifh.     t 

cr  14.  Snappifh  on  fading, 

<c  26.  Curfed  fnappiflinefs  to  thofe  under  me,  on  a  bodily  indifpofition. 

"  Third  month,  u.  On  a  provocation,  exercifed  a  dumb  refentmcnt  for 
two  days>  •  inftead  of  fcolding. 

"  22.  Scolded  too  vehemendy. 

"  23.  Dogged  again. 

<c  Fourth  month,  29.  Mechanically  and  finfully  dogged." 

Johnfon  laughed  heartily  at  this  good  Quiettft's  felf-condemning  minutes ; 
particularly  at  his  mentioning,  with  fuch  a  ferious  regret,  occafional  inftances  of 
c<  Jwinijbnefs-  in  eating,  and  doggednefs  of  femptr"  He  thought  the  obfervariona 
of  the  Critical  Reviewers  upon  die  importance  of  a  man  to  himfelf  for 
ingenious  and  to  well  cxprcfied,  that  I  (hall  here  introduce  them. 

After  obferving,  that  u  There  are  few  writers  who  have  gained  any  reputa* 
tion  by  recording  their  own  adtions,"  they  fay, 

"  We  may  reduce  the  egotifts  tot  four  claffes.  In  the  firft  we  have  JuKus 
Gefar:  he  relates  his  own  tranfaftionsj  but  he  relates  them  with  peculiar 
grace  and  dignity,  and  his  narrative  is  fupported  by  the  greatnefs  of  his 

X  2  character 
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character  and  atchievemeHts.  In  the  fecond  clafs  we  have  Marcus  Antoninus : 
this  writer  has  given  us  a  feries  of  reflections  on  his  own  lift; ;  but  his  fenti- 
ments  are  fo  noble,  his  morality  fo  fublime,  that  his  meditations  are  univerfalty 
admired.  In  the  third  clafs  we  have  fome  others  of  tolerable  credit,  who 
have  given  importance  to  their  own  private  hiftory  by  an  intermixture 
of  literary  anecdotes,  and  the  occurrences  of  their  own  times :  the  cele- 
brated Huetius  has  publifhed  an  entertaining  volume  upon  this  plan,  c  De 
rekus  ad  eum  pertinentibus.'  In  the  fourth  claJfe  we  have  the  journalifts, 
temporal  and  fpiritual ;  Elias  Afhmole,  William  Lilly,  George  Whitefield, 
John  Wefley,  and  a  thoufand  other  old  women  and  fanatick  writers  of 
memoirs  and  meditations/' 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  in  his  le&ures  on  Rhetorick  and 
Belles  Lettres,  which  I  heard  him  deliver  at  Edinburgh,  had  animadverted 
on  the  Johnfonian  ftyle  as  too  pompous ;  and  attempted  to  imitate  it,  by 
giving  a  fentence  of  Addifon  in  €C  The  Spectator,"  No;  411,  in  the  manner 
of  Johnfon.  When  treating  of  the  utility  of  the  pleafures  of  imagination  in 
preferving  us  from  vice,  it  is  obfcrved  of  thofe  "  who  know  not  how  to  be 
idle  and  innocent,"  that  their  very  firft  flep  out  of  bufinefs  is  into  vice  or 
folly ;  which  Dr.  Blair  fuppofed  would  have  been  exprefled  in  "  The  Rambler,'' 
thus :  "  Their  very  firft  ftep  out  of  the  regions  of  bufinefs  is  into  the  per- 
turbation of  vice,  or  the  vacuity  of  folly1."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  thefe  are  not 
the  words  I  Ihould  have  ufed.  No,  Sir  j  the  imitators  of  my  ftyle  have  not 
hit  it.  Mifs  Aikin  has  done  it  the  beft ;  for  Are  has  imitated  the  fentiment 
as  well  as  the  diftion." 

I  intend,  before  this  work  is  concluded,  to  exhibit  fpecirrrens  of  imitation 
of  my  friend's  ftyle  in  various  modes;  fome  caricaturing  or  mimicking  it,  .and- 
fome  formed  upon  it,  whether  intentionally  or  with  a  degree  of  fimilarity '  to 
it,  of  which,  perhaps,  the  writers  were  not  confeious. 

In  Baretti's  Review,  which  he  publifhed  in  Italy,  under  the  title  of  u  FrUfla 
Letteraria"  it  is  obferved,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian  had  formed  his  ftyle - 
upon  that  of  "  H ctkbre  Samuele  Johnfon"  My  friend  himfelf  was  of  that 
opinion  -,  for  he  once  faid  to  me,  in  a  pleafant  humour*  "  Sir,  if  Robertfon's 

*  When  Dr.  Blair  publifhed  his  "  Lectures,"  he  was  invidioufly  attacked  for  having  omitted 
his  cenfure  on  Johnfon *s  ftyle,  and,  on  the  contrary,  praifing  it  highly.  But  before  that  time 
Johnfon's  "  Lives  of  the  Poets"  had  appeared,  in  which  his  ftyle  was  considerably  eafier  than? 
when  he  wrote  "  The  Rambler."  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  uncandid  in  Blair,  even  fop- 
poling  his  criticifm  to  have  been  juft,  to  have  preferred  it, 

ftyle 
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ftyle  be  faulty,  he  owes  it  to  me ;  that  is,  having  too  many  words,  and  thofe 
too  big  ones." 

I  read  to  him  a  letter  which  Lord  Monboddo  had  written  to  me,  containing 
fome  critical  remarks  upon  the  ftyle  of  his  "  Journey  to  the  Weftern  I  (lands 
of  Scodand."  His  Lordlhip  praifed  the  very  fine  paffage  upon  landing  at 
Icolmkill  * ;  but  his  own  ftyle  being  exceedingly  dry  and  hard,  he  difapproved 
of  the  richnefs  of  Johnfon's  language,  and  of  his  frequent  ufe  of  metaphorical 
expreffions,  Johnson.  <c  Why,  Sir,  this  criticifm  would  be  juft,  if  in  my 
ftyle,  fuperfltrous  words,  or  words  too  big  for  the  thoughts,  could  be  pointed 
out ;  but  this  I  do  not  believe  can  be  done.  For  inftance :  in  the  paflage 
which  Lord  Monboddo  admires,  c  We  were  now  treading  that  illuftrious 
region,'  the  word  illuftrious,  contributes  nothing  to  <.  the  mere  narration  ^ 
for  the  faft  might  be  told  without  it:  but  it  is  not,  therefore,  fuper- 
fluous ;  for  it  wakes  the  mind  to  peculiar  attention,  where  fomething  of  more 
than  ufual  importance  is  to  be  prefented.  €  Illuftrious !' — for  what?  and. then 
the  fentence  proceeds  to  expand  the  circumftances  conneftcd  with  Iona. 
And,  Sir,  as  to  metaphorical  expreffion,  that  is  a  great  excellence  in  ftyle, 
when  it  is  ufed  with  propriety,  for  it  gives  you  two  ideas  for  one;— 
conveys  the  meaning  more  luminoufly,  and  generally  with  a  perception  of 
delight." 

He  tokl  me,  that  he  had  been  afked  to  undertake  the  new  edition  of  the 
Biograpbia  Britannica,  but  had  declined  it ;  which  he  afterwards  faid  to  me  he 
regretted.  In  this  regret  many  will  join,  becaufe  it  would  have  procured  us 
more  of  Johnfon's  moft  delightful  fpeeies  of  writing  j  and  although  my  friend 
Dr.  Kippis  has  hitherto  difcharged  the  talk  judicioufly,  diftin<5tly,  and  with 

*  "  WE  were  now  treading  that  illuftrious  ifland,  which  was  once  the  luminary  of  the 
Caledonian  regions,  whence  favage  clans  and  coving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge, 
and  the  bteflings  of  religion.  To  abftraft  the  mind  from  all  local  emotion  would  be  impofiible, 
if  it  were  endeavoured,  and  would  be  foolifh  if  it  were  poffible.  Whatever  withdraws  us  from 
/the  power  of  our  fenfes,  whatever  makes  the  part,  the  diftant,  or  the  future,  predominate  over 
the  prefent,  advances  us  in  the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me,  and  from  my  friends, 
be  fuch  frigid  philofophy,  as  may  conduct  us,  indifferent  and  unmoved,  over  any  ground  which  has 
been  dignified  by  wifdom,  bravery,  or  virtue.  That  man  is  little  to  be  envied,  whofe  patriotifm 
would  not  gain  force  upon  the  plain  of  Marathon,  or  whofe  piety  would  not  grow  warmer  among 
the  ruins  of  Iona," 

Had  our  Tour  produced  nothing  elfe  but  this  fublime  paffage,  the  world  muft  have  acknow- 
ledged that  it  was  not  made  in  vain.  The  prefent  refpeclable  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society  was 
fo  much  (truck  on  reading  it,  that  he  clafped  his  hands  together,  and  remained  for  fome  time  in 
an  attitude  of  fiknt  admiration* 

more 
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more  impartiality  than  might  have  been  expedted  from  a  Separatift,  it  were  to 
have  been  wifhed  that  the  fuperintendance  of  this  literary  Temple  of  Fame, 
hid  been  afligned  to  "  a  friend  to  the  conftitution  in  Church  and  State." 
We  ftiould  not  then  have  had  it  too  much  crowded  with  obfeure  diflfenting 
teachers,  doubtlefs  men  of  merit  and  worth,  but  not  quite  to  be  numbered 
amongft  "  the  moft  eminent  perfons  who  have  flourifhed  in  Great-Britain 
andjreland." 

On  Saturday,  September  20,  after  breakfeft,  when  Taylor  was  gone  out 
to  his  farm,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  had  a  ferious  convention  by  ourfelvea  on 
melancholy  and  madnefs;  which  he  was,  I  always  thought,  erroncoufly 
inclined  to  confound  together.  Melancholy,  like  *€  great  wit,"  may  be 
"  near  allied  to  madnefs  *"  but  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  diftindt  reparation 
between  them.  When  he  talked  of  madnefs,  he  was  to  be  understood  as 
fpeaking  of  thofe  who  were  in  any  great  degree  difturbed,  or  as  it  is  com- 
monly expreffed,  u  troubled  in  mind."  Some  of  the  ancient  philofophers  held, 
that  all  deviations  from  right  reafon  were  madnefi ;  and  whoever  wifhes  to 
fee  the  opinions  both  of  ancients  and  moderns  upon  this  iubjeft*  colle&ed 
and  illuftrated  with  a  variety  of  curious  fafts,  may  read  Dr.  Arnold's  very 
entertaining  work  4. 

Johnfon  faid,  "  A  madman  loves  to  be  with  people  whom  he  fears ;  not  as 
a  dog  fears  the  lafh ;  but  of  whom  he  ftands  in  awe."  I  was  ftruck  with  the 
juftice  of  this  obfervation.  To  be  with  thofe  of  whom  a  perfon,  whofe  mind  is 
wavering  and  dejeflsed,  ftands  in  awe,  jeprefles  and  compofes  an  uneafy 
tumult  of  fpirits,  and  confbles  him  with  the  contemplation  of  fornething 
fteady,  and  at  leaft  comparatively  great 

He  added,  "  Madmen  are  all  fenfual  in  the  lower  ftages  of  the  diftemper. 
They  are  eager  for  gratifications  to  (both  their  minds  and  divert  their  atten- 
tion from  the  mifery  which  they  fuffer  v  but  when  they  grow  very  ill,  pleafure 
is  too  weak  for  them,  and  they  feek  for  pain5.     Employment,  Sir,  and  , 

hardfhips, 

+"  Observation*  oa  Infanity,"  by  Thomas  Arnold*  M.  D*  London,  178a. 

5  We  read  in  the  Goipels,  that  thofe  unfortunate  perfons*  who  were  poflefled  with  evil  fpirits* 
(which,  after  aU,  I  think  is  the  raoit  probable  caufeof  madnefs,  as  was  firft  fuggefted  to  mo  by 
my  refpedlable  friend  Sir  John  Pr ingle,)  had  recourfe  to  pain,  tearing  themfelves,  and  jumping 
fometimes  into  the  fire,  fometimes  into  the  water.  Mr.  Seward  has  fumifhed  me  with  a 
remarkable  anecdote  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  obfervation.  A  tradesman,  whtf  lad 
acquired  a  large  fortune  in  London,  retired  from  bufinefe,  and  went  to  lire  at  Worcester.  His 
mind,  being  without  its  ufual  occupation,  and  having  nothing  elfe  to  fupply  its  place,  preyed 

upon 
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hardlhips,  prevent  melancholy     I  fuppofe  in  all  our  army  in  America  there 
was  not  one  man  who  went  mad." 

We  entered  ferioufly  upoa  a  queftion  of  much  importance  to  me,  which 
Johnfon  was  pleafed  to  confider  with  friendly  attention.  I  had  Jong  com- 
plained to  him  that  I  felt  myfelf  difcontented  in  Scotland,  as  too  narrow  a 
fphere,  and  that  I  wifhed  to  make  ray  chief  refidence  in  London,  the  great 
fcene  of  ambition,  inftru&ion,,  and  amufement  j  a  icene,  which  was  to  me, 
comparatively  Ipeaking,,  a  heaven  upon  earth...  Johnson,  i*  Why,  Sir,  I- 
never  knew  any  one  who  had  fuch  a  guft  for  London  as  you  have  ;  and  I  can- 
not blame  you  for  your  wifh  to  live  there :  yet,  Sir,  were  I  in  your  father's 
place,  I  fhould  not  confent  to  your  fetding  there  s  for  I  have  the  old  feudal 
notions,  and  I  fhould  be  afraid  that  Auchinleck  would  be  deferted,  as  you 
would  fooi*  find  k  more  defirable  to  have  a  country-feat  in  a  better  climate. 
I  own,  however,  that  to  confider  it  as  a  duty  to  refide  on  a  family  eftate  is  a 
prejudice;  for  we  muft  confider,  that  working-people  get  employment  equally, 
and  the  produce  ,of  land  is  fold  equally;,  whether  a  great  family  refides  at 
home  or  not*  and  if  the  rents  of  an  eftate  be  carried  to  London,  they  return 
again  in  the  circulation,  of  commerce  j  nay,  Sir,  we  muft  perhaps  allow,  that 
carrying  the  rents  to  a  diftance  is  a  good,  becaufe  it  contributes  to  that  circu-  . 
lation.  We  muft,  however,  allow,  that  a  well-regulated  great  family  may 
improve  a  neighbourhood  in  civility  and  elegance,  and  give  an  example  of 
good  order,,  virtue,  and  piety ;  and  fo  its  refidence  at  home  may  be  of  much 
advantage.  But  if  a  great  family  be  diforderly  and  vicious,  its  refidence  at 
home  is  very  pernicious  to  a  neighbourhood.  There  is  not.  now  the  fame 
inducement  to  live  in  the  country  as  formerly ;  the  pleafures  of  focial  life  are 
much  better  enjoyed  in  town ;  and  there  is  no  longer  in  the  country  that 
power  and  influence  in  proprietors  of  land  which  they  had  in  old  times,  and- 
which  made  the  country  fo  agreeable  to  them.  The  Laird  of  Auchinleck  now 
is  not  near  fo  great  a  man.  as  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  was  a  hundred  years 
ago." 

I  told  him,  that  one  of  my  anceftors  never  went  from  home  without  being 
attended  by  thirty  men  on  horfeback,  Johnfon's  fhrewdnefs  and"  Jpirit  of 
enquiry  were  exerted  upon  every  occafion.  "  Pray  (faid  he,)  how  did  your 
anceftor  fupport  his  thirty  men  and  thirty  horfes,  when  he  went  at  a  diftance 


upon  itfelf,  fo  that  exigence  was  a  torment  to  him.  At  kft  he  was  fetzed  with  the  done ;  and-  a 
frienj}  who  found  him  in  one  of  its  fevereft  fits*  having  expreflcd  his  concern,  "  No,  no,  Sir, 
(faid  he*)  don't  pity  me :  what  I  now  feel  is  cafe,  compared  with  that  torture  of  mind  from 
which  it  relieves  me» ' 

fronv 
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from  home,  in  an  age  when  there  was  hardly  any  money  in  circulation?"  71' 
fuggefted  the  fame  difficulty  to  a  friend,  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  followers.  "  Douglas  could,  no 
doubt,  maintain  followers  enough  while  living  upon  his  own  lands,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  fupplied  them  with  food ;  but  he  could  not  carry  that  food  to 
the  Holy  Land ;  and  as  there  was  no  commerce  by  which  he  could  be  fupplied 
with  money,  how  could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  countries  ?" 

I  fuggefted  a  doubt,  that  if  I  were  to  refide  in  London,  the  exquifite  zeft 
with  which  I  relifhed  it  in  occafional -vifits  might  go  off,  and  I  might  grow 
tired  of  it.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  find  no  man,  at  all  intelle&ual,  who 
is  willing  to  leave  London,.  -No,  Sir,  when  a  man  is  tired  of  London,  he 
is  tired  of  life ;  for  there  is  in  London  all  that  life  can  afford." 

To  obviate  his  apprehenfion,  that  by  fetding  in  London  I  might  defert 
the  feat  of  my  anceftors,  I  affured  him,  that  I  had  old  feudal  principles  to  a 
degree  of  enthufiafm  j  and  that  I  felt  all  the  dulcedo  of  the  natale  folum.  I 
reminded  him,  that  the  Laird  of  Auchinleck  had  an  elegant  houfe,  in  front  of 
which  he  could  ride  ten  miles  forward  upon  his  own  territories,  upon  which  he 
had  upwards  of  fix  hundred  people  attached  to  him  ;  that  the  family  feat  was 
rich  in  natural,  romantick  beauties  of  rock,  wood,  and  water;  and  that  in  my 
€t  morn  of  life"  I  had  appropriated  the  fineft  defcriptionsj  in  the  ancient  Clafficks 
to  certain  fcenes  there,  which  were  thus  aflbciated  in  my  mind.  That  when  all 
this  was  confidered,  I  fhould  certainly  pafs  a  part  of  the  year  at  home^  and 
enjoy  it  the  more  from  Variety,  and  from  bringing  with  me  a  fhare  of  the 
intelleftual  ftores  of  the  metropolis.  He  liftened  to  all-  this,  and  kindly 
<c  hoped  it  might  be  as  I  now  fuppofed." 

He  laid,  "  A  country  gendeman  fhould  bring  his  lady  to  vifit  London  as 
foon  as  he  can,  that  they  may  have  agreeable  topicks  for  converfation  when 
they  are  by  themfclves." 

As  I  meditated  trying  my  fortune  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  our  converfation 
turned  upon  the  profeffion  of  the  law  in  England.  Johnson.  "  You  muft 
not  indulge  too  fanguine  hopes,  fhould  you  be  called  to  our  bar.  I  was  told, 
by  a  very  fenfihle  lawyer,  that  there  are  a  great  many  chances  againft  any 
man's  fuccefs  in  the  profeffion  of  the  law  j  the  candidates  are  fo  numerous, 
and  thofe  who  get  large  praftice  fo  few.  He  faid,  it  was  by  no  meaiis  true 
that  a  man  of  good  parts  and  application  is  fure  of  having  bufinefs,  though, 
he,  indeed,  allowed  that  if  fuch  a  man  could  but  appear  in  a  few  caufes,  his 
merit  would  be  known,  and  he  would  get  forward  j  but  that  the  great  tifk 

was, 
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was,  that  a  man  might  pafs  half  a  life-time  in  the  Courts,  and  never  hare  an 
opportunity  of  fliewing  his  abilities." 

We  talked  of  employment  being  abfolutely  neceflary  to  preftrve  the  mind 
from  wearying  and  growing  fretful,  efpecially  in  thofe  who  have  a  tendency  to 
melancholy  -,  and  I  mentioned  to  him  a  faying  which  fomebody  had  related  6f 
an  American  favage,  who,  when  an  European  was  expatiating  on  all  the 
advantages  of  money,  put  this  queftion :  cc  Will  it  purchafe  occupation  V9 
Johnson.  "Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  faying  is  too  refined  for  a  favage. 
And,  Sir,  money  wil/  purchafe  occupation  $  it  will  purchafe  all  the  conve- 
niences of  life  4  it  will  purchafe  variety  of  company;  it  will  purchafe  all  fom 
of  entertainment/* 

I  talked  to  him  of  Forfter's  "  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas,"  which  pleafed 
me  i  but  I  found  he  did  not  like  it.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  there  is  a  great  affe<> 
tation  of  fine  writing  in  it."  Boswell.  €€  But  lie  carries  you  along  with 
Jiim."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  does  not  carry  me  along  withihim:  he 
leaves  me  behind  him :  or  rather,  indeed,  he  fets  me  before  him ;  for  he 
makes  me  turn  over  many  leaves  at  a  time." 

On  Sunday,  -September  1 2,  we  went  to  the  church  of  Aflibourne,  which 
is  one  of  the  largeft  and  <moft  luminous  that  I  have  feen  in  any  town  of  the 
fame  fize.  1  felt  great  fatisfe&ion  in  confidering  that  I  was  fupported  in  my 
fondnefs  of  folemn  publick  worfhip  by  the  general  concurrence  and  munifi- 
cence of  mankind. 

Johnfon  and  Taylor  were  fo  different  from  each  other,  that  I  wondered  dt 
their  preferring  fuch  an  intimacy.  Their  having  been  at  fchodl  and  college 
together,  might,  in  fome  degree,  account  for  this $  but  Sir  Jofhua  'Reynolds 
4ms  furnifhed  me  with  a  ftronger  reafon ;  for  Johnfon  mentioned' to  him,  that 
Jie  had  been  told  by  Taylor  he  was  to  be  his  heir.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me 
to  animadvert  upon  this;  but  certain  it  is,  that  Johnfon  paid  great  attention 
to  Taylor.  He  now,  however,  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  I  love  him,  but  I  do 
not  love  him  more ;  my  regard  for  him  does  not  increafe.  As  it  is  faid  in  the 
Apocrypha,  c  his  talk  is  of  bullocks  V  I  do  not  fuppofe  he  is  very  fond  of  my 
company.  His  habits  are  by  no  means  fufficiendy  clerical :  this  he  knows  that 
I  fee ;  and  no  man  likes  to  live  under  the  eye  of  perpetual  difapprobation." 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  (good  many  fenpons  were  compofed  for  Taylor  by 
Johnfon.     At  this  time  I  found,  upon  his  table,  a  part  of  one  which  he  had 

6  'Ecckfiaftkus,  chap,  xtfxviii.  v.  2$.     The  whole  chapter  may   be  read  as  an  admirable  f 
iUuftration  of  the  fuperiority  of  cultivated  minds  over  the  grofs  and  illiterate. 

Vol.  II.  Y  newly 
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newly  begun  to  write  j  and-Corci*  pro  Tayloro  appears  in  one  of  his  diaries. 
When  to  thefe  circumftances  we  add  the  internal  evidence  from  the  power  of 
thinking  and  ftyle,  in  the  collection  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hayes  has 
publifhed,  with  the  ftgnificant  tide  of  "  Sermons  left  for  publication  by  the 
Reverend  John  Taylor,  LL.  D."  our  convi&ion  will  be  complete. 

I,  however,  would  not  have  it  thought,  that  Dr.  Taylor,  though  he  could 
not  write  like  Jahnfon,  (as,  indeed,  who  could?)  did  not  fometimes  compofe 
fermons  as  good  as  thofe  which  we  generally  have  from  very  reipedtable 
divines.  He  fhewed  me  one  with  notes  on  the  margin  in  Johnfon's  hand- 
writing ;  and  I  was  prefent  when  he  read  another  to  Johnfon,  that  he  might 
have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnfon  faid  it  was  cc  very  well."  Thefe,  wc 
may  be  fure,  were  not  Johnfon's  $  for  he  was  above  little  arts,  or  tricks  of 
deception. 

Johnfon  was  by  no  means  of  opinion,  that  every  man  of  a  learned  . 
profeflion  ihould  confider  it  as  incumbent  upon  him,  or  as  neceffary  to  his 
credit,  to  appear  as  an  authour.  When  in  the  ardour  of  ambition  for 
literary  fame,  I  regretted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  Judge  had 
nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no  perpetual  monument  of  himfelf 
to  pofterity.  "  Alas,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  what  a  mafs  of  confufion  Ihould 
we  have  if  every  Bifhop  and  every  Judge,  every  Lawyer,  Phyfician,  and 
Divine,  were  to  write  books/* 

I  mentioned  to  Johnfon  a  refpe&able  perfbn  of  a  very  ftrong  mind,  who 
had  little  of  that  tendernefs  which  is  common  to  human  nature ;  as  an  inftance 
of  which,  when  I  fuggefted  to  him  that  he  ihould  invite  his  fon,  who  had 
been  fetded  ten  years  in  foreign  parts,  to  come  home  and  pay  him  a  vifit^  hi& 
anfwer  was,  "  No,  no,  let  him  mind  his  bufinefs."  Johnson.  c«  I  do  not  agree 
with  him,  Sir,  in  this.  Getting  money  is  not  all. a.  man's. bufineis  :  to  culti- 
vate kindnefs  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  life." 

In  the  evening,.  Johnibn  being  in  very  good  Ipirits,  entertained  us  wkK 
feveral  charafteriftical  portraits.  I  regret  that  any  of  them  efcaped  my 
retention  and  diligence.  I  found,  from  experience,  that  to.  colled  my  friend's 
converfation.  fo  as  to  exhibit  it  with  any  degree  of  its  original  flavour,  it  was 
joecefiary  to  write  it  down  without  delay.  To  record  his  fayings,  after  fbme 
diftance  of  time,  was  like  preferving  or  pickling  long-kept  and  faded  fruits 
or  other  vegetables,  which,  when  in  that  ftate,  have  little  or  nothing  of  their 
tafte  when  frelh. 

I  (hall  prefent  my  readers  with  a  feries  of  what  I  gathered  this  evening  from 
the  Johnfonian  garden, 

'*  My 
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*  My  friend,  the  late  Earl  of  Corke,  had  a  great  defire  to  maintain  the  »777* 
literary  chara&er  of  his  family :  he  was  a  genteel  man,  but  did  not  keep  up  the  jEuu.  68^ 
dignity  of  his  rank.  He  was  fo  generally  civil,  that  nobody  thanked  him  for  it." 
<c  Did  we  not  hear  fo  much  faid  of  Jack  Wilkes,  we  fhould  think 
more  highly  of  his  converfation.  Jack  has  great  variety  of  talk,  Jack  is 
a  fcholar,  and  Jack  has  the  manners  of  a  gentleman.  But  after  hearing  his 
name  founded  from  pole  to  pole,  as  the  phoenix  of  convivial  felicity,  wc  are 
difappointed  in  his  company.  He  has  always  been  at  me:  but  I  would  do 
Jack  a  kindncfs,  rather  than  not.     The  conteft  is  now  over." 

<c  Garrick's  gaiety  of  converfation  has  delicacy  and  elegance :  Foote  makes 
you  laugh  more ;  but  Foote  has  the  air  of  a  buffoon  paid  for  entertaining  the 
company.     He,  indeed,  well  deferves  his  hire." 

"  Colley  Cibber  once  confulted  me  as  to  one  of  his  birth-day  Odes,  a 
long  time  before  it  was  wanted.  I  objefted  very  freely  to  feveral  paffages. 
Cibber  loft  patience,  and  would  not  read  his  Ode  to  an  end.  When  we  had 
done  with  criticifm,  we  walked  over  to  Richardfon's,  the  authour  of 
c  Clarifla/  and  I  wondered  to  find  Richardfon  difpleafed  that  I  €  did  not  treat 
Cibber  with  more  re/pelf.9  Now,  Sir,  to  talk  of  refpeSl  for  a  player!"  (fmiling 
difdainfully).  Boswell.  cc  There,  Sir,  you  are  always  heretical :  you  never 
will  allow  merit  to  a  player."  Johnson.  "  Merit,  Sir !  what  merit  ?  Da 
you  rcfpeft  a  rope-dancer,  or  a  ballad-finger  ?"  Boswell.  c<  No,  Sir :  but 
we  refpeft  a  great  player,  as  a  man  who  can  conceive  lofty  fentiments,  and 
can  exprefs  them  gracefully."  Johnson.  c<  What,  Sir,  a  fellow  who  claps  a 
hump  on  his  back,  and  a  lump  on  his  leg,  and  cries,  <  lam  Richard  tbeThird  V 
Nay,  Sir,  a  ballad-finger  is  a  higher  man,  for  he  does  two  things ;  he 
repeats  and  he.fings :  there  is  both  recitation  and  mufick  in  his  performance : 
the  player  only  recites."  Boswell.  "  My  dear  Sir !  you  may  turn  any  thing 
into  ridicule.  I  allow,  that  a  player  of  farce  is  not  entitled  to  refpeft ;  he 
does  a  little  thing :  but  he  who  can  reprefent  exalted  characters,  and  touch 
the  nobleft  paflions,  has  very  refpeftable  powers :  and  mankind  have  agreed 
in  admiring  great  talents  for  the  ftage.  We  muft  confider,  too,  that  a  great 
player  does  what  very  few  are  capable  to  do :  his  art  is  a  very  rare  faculty.  Who 
can  repeat  Hamlet's  Soliloquy,  €  To  be,  or  not  to  be/  as  Garrick  does  it  ?" 
Johnson.  cc  Any  body  may.  Jemmy,  there  (a  boy  about  eight  years  old, 
who  was  in  the  room)  will  do  it  as  well  in  a  week."  Boswell.  "  No,  no, 
Sir :  and  as  a  proof  of  the  merit  of  great  afting,  and  of  die  value  which 
mankind  let  upon  it,  Garrick  has  got  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds."  Johnson. 
"  Is  getting  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  proof  of  excellence  ?  That  has 
been  done  by  a  fcoundrel  commiflary."  ... 

Y  2  This 
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This  was  moft  fallacious  reafoningw  I  was  jfar<?,  for  once,  that  I  had  the 
beft  fide  of  the  argument.  I  boldly  maintained  the  juft  diftin&ion  between 
a  tragedian  and  a  mere  theatrical  droll ;  between  thofe  who  roufe  our  terwwr 
tod  pity,  and -thofe  who  only  make  us  laugh.  "  If  (faid  I)  Betterton  and  Foote 
were  to  walk  into  this  room,  you  would  refpedt  Betterton  much  more  thai* 
Foote."  Johnson.  "  If  Betterton  were  to  walk  into  this  room  with  Foote* 
Foote  would  foon  drive  him  out  of  it.  Foote,  Sir,  quatenus  Foote,  has  powers 
fuperiour  to  them  all." 

On  Monday,  September  22,  when,  at  breakfaft,  I  unguardedly  laid  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  "  I  wifli  I  faw  you  and  Mrs.  Macaulay  together."  He  grew  very 
angry ;  and,  after  a  paufe,  while  a  cloud  gathered  on  his  brow,  he  burft 
out,  <c  No,  Sir ;  you  would  not  fee  us  quarrel,  to  make  you  Iport.  Don't 
you  know  that  it  is  very  uncivil  to  pit  two  people  againft  one  another  ?" 
Then,  checking  himfelf,  and  wilbing  to  be  more  gentle,  he  added,  "I  do 
not  lay  you  Ihould  be  hanged  or  drowned  for  this ;  but  it  is  very  uncivil." 
Dr.  Taylor  thought  him  in  the  wrong,  and  Ipoke  to  him  privately  of  it  $  bujt 
I  afterwards  acknowledged  to  Johnfon  that  I  was  to  blame,,  for  I  candidly 
owned,  that  I  meant  to  exprefs  a  defire  to  fee  a  conteft  between  Mrs.  Macaulaj? 
and  him ;  but  then  I  knew  how  the  conteft  would  end ;  fo  that  I  was  to  fee 
him  triumph.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  cannot  be  fure  how  a  conteft  will  end? 
and  no  man  has  a  right  to  engage  two  people  in  a  difpute  by  which  their 
paflions  may  be  inflamed,  and  they  may  part  with  bitter  refentment  againft 
each  other.  I  would  foonpr  keep  company  with  a  man  from  whom  I  muft 
guard  my  pockets,  lihan  with  a  man  who  contrives  to  bring  me  into  a  difpute ' 

with  fomebody  that  he  may  hear  it.     This  is  the  great  fault  of , 

(naming  one  of  our  friends)  endeavouring  to  introduce  a  fubjeft  upon  which  he 
knows  two  people  in  the  company  differ."  Bosweli,.  "  But  he  told  roe* 
Sir,  he  does  it  for  inftruftion."  Johnson.  "Whatever  the  motive  be,  Sir, 
the  man  who  does  fo,  does  very  wrong.  He  has  no  more  right  to  inftruft 
himfelf  at  fuch  a  rilk,  than  he  has  to  make  two  people  fight  a  duel,  that  he 
may  learn  how  to  defend  himfelf.1  * 

He  found  great  fault  with  a  gendeman  of  our  acquaintance  for  keeping  a 
bad  table.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  whea  a  man  is  invited  to  dinner,  he  is  dilap- 
pointed  if  he  does  not  get  fomething  good.  I  advifed  Mrs.  ThraJe,  who  has 
no  carcL-parties  at  her  houfe,  to  give  fweet-meats,  and  fuch  good  things* 
in  an  evening,  as  are  not  commonly  given,  and  Ihe  would  find  company 
enough  come  to  her  -,  for  every  body  loves  to  have  things  which  pleafe  the 
palate  put  in  their,  way,  without  trouble  or  preparation."  Such  was  his 
attention  to  the  minutia  of  life  and  manners. 

2  He 
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H*  tihus  chara&erifed  the  Duke  of  Devoafhire,  grandfather  of  th*  prefent  \m* 
reprefentative  of  that  very  refpe&able  family :  "  He  was  not  a  man  of  fiiperiour  &&£  e£ 
abilities,  but  he  was  ^  man  ftri&ly  faithful  to  his  word.  If,  for  inftance,  he 
had  promifed  you  an  acorn,  and  none  had  grown  that  year  in  his  woods,  he 
would  not  have  contented  himfelf  with  that  excufe  >  he  would  have  lent  to 
Denmark  for  it.  So  unconditional  was  he  in  keeping  his  word ;  fo  high  as 
to  the  point  of  honour."  This  was  a  liberal  teftimony  from  the  Tory  Johnfoa 
to  the  virtue  of  a  great  Whig  nobleman. 

Mr.  Burke's  "  Letter  to  the  Sheriffs  of  Briftol,  on  die  affairs  of  America/* 
being  mentioned*  Johnfon  cenfuxed  the  compofition  much*  and  he  ridiculed 
die  definition  of  a  free  government,  viz.  "  For  any  practical  purpofe,  it  is 
what  the  people  think  fc7.°~<c  I  will  let  the  King  of  France  govern  me  on 
thofe  conditions,  (laid  he,)  for  it  is  to  be  governed  juft  as  I  pleafe."  And 
when  Dr.  Taylor  talked  of  a  girl  being  fent  to  a  parifh  workhoufe,  and  afked 
how  much  fhe  could  be  obliged  to  work.    c<  Why,  (faid  Johnfon,)  as  much  as  , 

is  reafonable:  and  what  is  that  ?  as  much  as  fhe  thinks  reafonable." 

Dr.  Johnfon  obligingly  propofed  to  carry  me  to  fee  Iflam,  a  romandck 
fcene,  now  belonging  tx>  a  family  of  the  name  of  Port,  but  formerly  the  feat 
of  the  Congreves.  I  fuppofe  it  is  well  defcribed  in  fome  of,  the  Tours* 
Johnfon  defcribed  it  diftinftly  and  vividly,  at  which  I  could  not  but  exprefi 
to  him  my  wonder  j  becaufe,  though  my  eyes,  as  he  obferved,  were  better 
than  his,  I  could  not  by  any  means  equal  him  in  reprefenting  vifible  objefts* 
I  faid,  the  difference  between1  us  in  this  refped  was  as  that  between  a  man 
who  has  a  bad  inftrument,  but  plays  well  on  it,  and  a  man  who  has  a  good 
inftrument,  on  which  he  can  play  very  imperfeftly. 

I  recollect  a  very  fine  amphitheatre,  furrounded  with  hills  covered  with  * 

wood;  and  walks  neatly  formed  along  the  fide  of  a  rocky  fteep,  on  the 
quarter  next  the  houfe,  with  recefles  under  projections  of  rock,  over* 
ftadowed  wjth  trees  \  in  one  of  which  recefles,  we  were  told,  Congreve 
wrote  his  "  Old  Bachelor."  We  viewed  a  remarkable  natural  curiofity  at 
Iflam;  two  rivers  burfting  near  each  other  from  the  rock,  not  from  immediate 
fprings,  but  after  having  run  for  many  miles  under  ground,  Plott,  in  his 
"  Hiftory  of  Staffordfhire  V  gives  an  account  of  this  curiofity  j  but  Johnfon 
would  not  believe  it,  though  we  had  the  atteftation  of  die  gardener,  who  faid, 
he  had  put  in  corks,  where  the  river  Manyfold  finks  into  the  ground,  and  had 
catched  them  in  a  net,  placed  before  one  of  the  openings  where  the  water 

*  Edit.  2,  p.  53.  •  Page  89* 
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burfts  out.     Indeed,  fuch  fubterrancous  courfes  of  water  are  found  in  various 
parts  of  our  globe  9. 

Talking  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  unwillingnefs  to  believe  extraordinary  things,  I 
ventyred  to  fay,  "  Sir,  you  come  near  Hume's  argument  againft  miracles, 
'  That  it  is  more  probable  witnefles  fhould  lie,  or  be  miftaken,  than  that  they 
fhould  happen."  Johnson.  €C  Why,  Sir,  Hume,  taking  the  propofition 
limply,  is  right.  But  the  Chriftian  revelation  is  not  proved  by  the  miracles 
alone,  but  as  connedted  with  prophecies,  and  with  the  do&rines  in  confirma- 
tion of  which  the  miracles  were  wrought." 

He  repeated  his  obfervation,  that  the  differences  among  Chriftians  are 
really  of  no  confequence.  "  For  inftance,  (laid  he,)  if  a  Proteftant  objefts 
to  a  Papift,  c  You  worfhip  images ;'  the  Papift  can  anfwer,  *  I  do  not  infift 
on  your  doing  it ;  you  may  be  a  very  good  Papift  without  it :  I  do  it  only 
as  a  help  to  my  devotion."  I  faid,  the  great  article  of  Chriftianity  is  the 
revelation  of  immortality.     Johnfon  admitted  it  was. 

In  the  evening,  a  gentleman-farmer,  who  was  on  a  vifit  at  Dr.  Taylor's, 
attempted  to  difpute  with  Johnfon  in  favour  of  Mungo  Campbell,  who  Ihot 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  upon  his  having  fallen,  when  retreating  from 
his  Lordfhip,.  who  he  believed  was  about  to  feize  his  gun,  as  he  had 
threatened  to  do.  He  faid,  he  fhould  have  done  juft  as  Campbell  did. 
Johnson.  c<  Whoever  would  do  as  Campbell  did,  deferves  to  be  hanged ;  not 
that  I  could,  as  a  juryman,  have  found  him  legally  guilty  of  murder;  but  I 
am  glad  they  found  means  to  convift  him."  The  gentleman-farmer  faid,  €€  A 
poor  man  has  as  much  honour  as  a  rich  man ;  and  Campbell  had  that  to 
defend."  Johnfon  exclaimed,  cc  A  poor  man  has  no  honour."  The  Englifh 
yeoman,  not  difmayed,  proceeded :  "  Lord  Eglintoune  was  a  damned  fool 
to  run  on  upon  Campbell,  .after  being  warned  that  Campbell  would  fhoot 
him  if  he  did."  Johnfon,  who  could  not  bear  any  thing  like  fwearing,  angrily 
replied,  i€  He  was  not  a  damned  fool :  he  only  thought  too  well  of  Campbell. 
He  did  not  believe  Campbell  would  be  fuch  a  damned  fcoundrel,  as  to  do  fo 
damned  a  thing."  His  emphafis  on  damnedy  accompanied  with  frowning 
looks,  reproved  his  opponent's  want  of  decorum  in  bis  prefence. 

Talking  of  the  danger  of  being  mortified  by  rejection,  when  making 
approaches  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  great,  I  obferved,  "  I  am,  however, 
.generally  for  trying,  c  Nothing  venture,  nothing  have."  Johnson.  <c  Very 
true,  Sir ;  but  I  have  always  been  more  afraid  of  failing,   than  hopeful  of 

»  Sec  Vloti's  "  Hiftory  of  StafforJflli^e/,  p.  S3,  and  the  authorities  referred  to  by  him. 
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foccefs."    And,  indeed,  though  he  had  all  juft  relpedk  for  rank,  no  man 
ever  lefs  courted  the  favour  of  the  great. 

During  this  interview  at  Aftibourpe,  Johnfon  feemed  to  be  more  uniformly 
focial,  cheerful,  and  alert,  than  I  hacj  almoft  ever  fcen  him.  He  was  prompt 
on  great  occafions  and  on  fmall.  Taylor,  who  praifed  every  thing  of  his  own 
to  excels,  in  fliort,  c<  whole  geefe  were  all  fwans,"  as  the  proverb  fays, 
expatiated  on  the  excellence  of  his  bull-dog,  which  he  told  us  was  "  perfectly 
well  fhaped."  Johnfon,  after  examining  the  animal  attentively,  thus  reprefled 
the  vain-glory  of  our  hoft : — cc  No,.  Sir,  he  is  not  well  fhaped ;  for  there  is 
not  the  quick  tranlition  from  the  thicknefs  of  the  fore-part  to  the  tenuity — the 
thin  part — behind,  which  a  bull-dog  ought  to  have/'  This  tenuity y  was  the  only 
bard  word  that  I  heard  him  ufe  during  this  interview,  and  it  will  be  obferved,, 
he  inftandy  put  another  expreflion  in  its  place.  Taylor  faid,  a  fmall  bull- 
dog  was  as  good  as  a  large  one.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir*  for,  in  proportion- 
to  his  fize,  he  has  ftrength :  and  your  argument  would  prove,  that  a  good 
bull-dog  may  be  as  fmall  as  a  moufe."  It  was  amazing  how  he  entered  with, 
perfpicuity  and  keennefs  upon  every  thing  that  occurred  in  converfation.  Moft 
men,  whom  I  know,  would  no  more  think  of  difcufling  a  queftion  about  a 
bull-dog,  than  of  attacking  a  bull. 

I  cannot  allow  any  fragment  whatever  that  floats  in  my  memory  concerning, 
the  great  fubjedt  of  this  work  to  be  loft.  Though  a  fmall  particular  may 
appear  trifling  to  fome,  it  will  be  relifhed  by  others  -,  while  every  little  fpark 
adds  fomething  to  the  general  blaze :  and  to  pleafe  the  true,  candid,  warm 
admirers  of  Johnfon,.  and  in  any  degree  increafe  the  fplendour  of  his  reputa- 
tion, I  bid  defiance  to  the  lhafts  of  ridicule,  or  even  of  malignity.  Showers  of 
them  have  been  difcharged  at  my  <c  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  j"  yet 
it  ftill  fails  unhurt  along  the  ftream  of  time,  and,  as  an  attendant  upon  Johnfon, 

Cf  Purfues  the  triumph,  and  partakes  the  gale," 

One  morning  after  breakfaft,  when  the  fun-  fhone  bright,  we  walked  out 
together,  and  "pored"  for  fome  rime  with  placid  indolence  upon  an  artificial 
Mrater-fall,  which  Dr.  Taylor  had  made  by  building  aftrongdyke  of  ftone 
a>crofs  the  river  behind  his  garden,  It  was  now  fomewhat  obftru&ed  by 
tranches  of  trees  and  other  rubbtfh,  which  had  come  down  the  river  and  fettled 
clofe  to  it.  Johnfon,  pardy  from  a  defire  to  fee  it  play  more  freely,  and  pardy 
i  from  that  inclination  to  aftivity  which  will  animate,  at  times,  the  moft  inert  and 
Xluggifh  mortal,  took  a  long  pole  which  was  lying  on  the  bank,  and  pufhed 
down  feveral  parcels  of  this  wreck  with  painful  afliduity,  while  I  ftood  quietly 
*t>y,  wondering  to  behold  the  fage  thus  curioufly  employed,  and  fmiling  with  an . 

humorous 
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humorous  fatisfa&ion  each  rime  when  he  carried  his  point.  He  forked  till 
he  was  quite  out  of  breath  j  and  having  found  a  large  dead  cat  fo  heavy  that 
he  could  not  move  it  after  feveral  efforts,  cc  Come,  (faid  he,  throwing  down 
the  pole,)  you  (hall  take  it  now  "  which  I  accordingly  did,  and»being  a  fre(h 
man,  foon  made  the  cat  tumble  over  the  cafcade.  This  may  be  laughed  at 
as  too  trifling  to  record  j  but  it  is  a  fmall  chara&eriftick  trait  in  the  Flemifh 
pifture  which  I  give  of  my  friend,  and  in  which,  therefore,  I  mark  the  moft 
minute  particulars.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  "  iEfop  at  play"  is  one 
o£  the  inftrudtive  apologues  of  antiquity. 

I  mentioned  an  old  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance  whofe  memory  was 
beginning  to  fail. — Johnson.  "  There  muft  be  a  difeafed  mind,  where  there 
is  a  failure  of  memory  at  feventy.  A  man's  head,  Sir,  muft  be  morbid  if  he  fails 
fo  foon."  My  friend,  being  now  himfelf  fixty-eieht,  might  think  thus ;  but  I 
imagine,  that  threefcore  and  ten>  the  Pfalmift's  period  of  found  human  life,  in  later 
ages  may  have  a  failure,  though  there  be  no  difeafe  in  the  conftitution. ' 

Talking  of  Rochefter's  Poems,  he  faid,  he  had  given  them  to  Mr-  Steevens 
to  caftrate  for  the  edition  of  the  Poets,  to  which  he  was  to  write  Prefaces. 
X)r.  Taylor  (the  only  tiijie  I  ever  heard  him  fay  any  thing  witty ')  ob- 
ferved,  that  "  if  Rochefter  had  been  caftrated  himfelf,  his  exceptionable  poems 
Would  not  have  been  written."  I  afked  if  Burnet  had  not  given  a  good  Lie 
of  Rochefter.  Johnson.  <c  We  have  a  good  Death :  there  is  not  much  Lift" 
I  afked  whether  Prior's  Poems  were  to  be  printed  entire :  Johnfon  faid  they 
were.  I  mentioned  Lord  Hailes's  cenfure  of  Prior,  in  his  Preface  to  a 
colle&ion  of  te  Sacred  Poems,"  by  various  hands,  publifhed  by  him  at 
Edinburgh  a  -great  many  years  ago,  where  he  mentions,  "  thofe  impure  tales 
which  will  be  the  eternal  opprobrium  of  their  ingenious  authour."  Johnson. 
tc  Sir,  Lord  Hailes  has  forgot.  There  is  nothing  in  Prior  that  will  excite 
to  lewdnefs.  If  Lord  Hailes  thinks  there  is,  he  muft  be  more  combuftible 
than  other  people."  I  inftanced  the  tale  cff  <c  Paulo  Purganti  and  bks  Wife." 
Johnson.  cc  Sir,  there  is  nothing  there,  but  that  his  wife  wanted  to  be  kified, 
when  poor  Pauk)  was  out  of  pocket  No,  Sir,  Prior  is  a  lady's  book.  No 
lady  is  afhamed  tH  have  it  ftanding  in  her  library." 

The  hypochondriack  diforder  being  mentioned,  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  think 
it  fo  common  as  I  fuppofed. — «  Dr.  Taylor  (faid  he)  is  the  fame  one  day  as 
another.    Burke  and  Reynolds  are  the  feme.    Beauclerk,  except  when  in  pain, 
is  die  fame.    I  am  not  fo  myfelf j  but  this  I  do  not  mention  commonly." 
» 

■  I  am  told,  that  the  Honourable  Horace  Walpole  has  a  collection  <tf  Bon  Men  by  peribas  who 
•ever  faid  but  one, 

I  complained 
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I  complained  of  a  wretched  changefulnefs,  fo  that  I  could  not  preferve,  for 
any  long  continuance,  the  fame  views  of  any  thing.  It  was  moft  comfortable 
to  me  to  experience,  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  company,  a  relief  from  this  uneafinefs. 
His  fteady  vigorous  mind  held  firm  before  me  thofe  objedts  which  my  own 
feeble  and  tremulous  imagination  frequently  prefented,  in  fuch  a  wavering 
ftate,  that  my  reafon  could  not  judge  well  of  them. 

Dr.  Johnfon  advifed  me  to-day, .  to  have  as  many  books  about  me  as  I 
could;  that  I  might  read  upon  any  fubjeft  upon  which  I  had  a  defire 
for  inftru&ion  at  the  time.  "  What  you  read  then  (faid  he)  you  will 
remember ;  but  if  you  have  not  a  book  immediately  ready,  and  the  fubjeft 
moulds  in  your  mind,  it  is  a  chance  if  you  again  have  a  defire  to  ftudy  it." 
He  added,  "  If  a  man  never  has  an  eager  defire  for  inftruftion,  he  (hould 
prefcribe  a  talk  for  himfelf.  But  it  is  better  when  a  man  reads  from  im- 
mediate inclination." 

He  repeated  a  good  many  lines  of  Horace's  Odes,  while  we  were  in  the 
chaifc.     I  remember  particularly  the  Ode  "  Ebeufugaces" 

He  faid,  the  dilpute  as  to  the  comparative  excellence  of  Homer  or  Virgil  • 
was  inaccurate.  "  We  muft  confider  (faid  he)  whether  Homer  was  not  the 
greateft  poet,  though  Virgil  may  have*  produced  the  fineft  poem.  Virgil 
was  indebted  to  Homer  for  the  whole  invention  of  the  ftrudture  of  an  epick 
poem,  and  for  many  of  his  beauties." 

He  told  me,  that  Bacon  was  a  favourite  authour  with  him ;  but  he  had 
never  read  his  works  till  he  was  compiling  the  Englifh  Di&ionary,  in  which, 
he  faid,  I  might  fee  Bacon  very  often  quoted.  Mr.  Seward  recollefts  his  having 
mentioned,  that  a  Didtionary  of  the  Englifh  language  might  be  compiled 
from  Bacon's  writings  alone,  and  that  he  had  once  an  intention  of  giving  an 
edition  of  Bacon,  at  leaft  of  his  Englifh  works,  and  writing  the  Life  of  that 
great  man.  Had  he  executed  this  intention,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
would  have  done  it  in  a  moft  mafterly  manner.  Mallet's  Life  of  Bacon  has 
no  inconfiderable  merit  as  an  acute  and  elegant  diflertation  relative  to  its  fub- 
jeft ;  but  Mallet's  mind  was  not  comprehenfive  enough  to  embrace  the  vaft 
extent  of  Lord  Verulam's  genius  and  refearch.     Dr.  Warburton  therefore 

1  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Langton,  that  a  great  many  years  ago  he  was  prefent  when  this 
qneftion  was  agitated  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Burke ;  and,  to  ufe  Johnfon 's  phrafe,  they 
«*  talked  their  beft ;"  Johnfon  for  Homer,  Burke  for  Virgil.  It  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  ableft  and  moft  brilliant  contefts  that  ever  was  exhibited.  How  much  muft 
we  regret  that  it  has  not  been  preferred. 

Vol.  II.  Z  obfervedj 
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oblerved,  with  witty  juftnefc, <c  that  Mallet  in  his  Life  of  Bacon  had  forgotten 
that  he  was  a  philofopher ;  and  if  he  Ihould  write  die  Life  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  which  he  had  undertaken  to  do,  he  would  probably  forget  that 
he  was  a  General/' 

Wifhing  to  be  fatisfied  what  degree  of  truth  there  was  in  a  ftory  which 
a  friend  of  Johnfon's  and  mine  had  told  me  to  his  difadvantage,  I  mentioned 
it  to  him  in  direft  terms  >  and  it  was  to  this  effedt :  that  a  gentleman  who 
had  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him,  fhewn  him  much  kindnefs,  and  even 
relieved  him  from  a  fpunging-houfe,  having  afterwards  fallen  into  bad  circum- 
ftances,  was  one  day,  when  Johnfon  was  at  dinner  with  him,  feized  for  debt, 
and  carried  to  prifon ;  that  Johnfon  fat  ftill  undifturbed,  and  went  on  eating 
and  drinking j  upon  which  the  gendeman's  fitter,  who  was  prefent,  could  not 
fupprefs  her  indignation :  "  What,  Sir,  (faid  Ihe,)  are  you  fo  unfeeling^ 
as  not  even  to  offer  to  go  to  my  brodier  in  his  diftrefs  j  you  who  have 
been  fo  much  obliged  to  him  ?"  And  that  Johnfon  anfwered,  cc  Madam* 
I  owe  him  no  obligation  >  what  he  did  for  me  he  would  have  done  for  a. 
dog." 

Johnfon  allured  me,  that  the  dory  was  abfolutely  falfe  y  but  like  a  man. 
.  confcious  of  being  in  the  right,  and  defirous  of  completely  vindicating  him- 
felf  from  fuch  a  charge,  he  did  not  arrogantly  reft  on  a  mere  denial,  and  on 
his  general  character,  but  proceeded  thus :— <c  Sir,  I  was  very  intimate  with, 
that  .gendeman,  and  was  once  relieved  by  him  from  an  arf eft  j  but  I  never 
was  prefent  when  he  was  arretted,  never  knew  that  he  was  arretted,  and  I  • 
believe  he  never  was  in  difficulties  after  the  time  when  he  relieved  me.  I 
loved  him  much  i  yet,  in  talking  of  his  general  charadter,  I  may  have  laid, 
though  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did  fo,  that  as  his  generofity  proceeded 
from  no  principle,  but  was  a  part  of  his  profofion,  he  would  do  for  a  dog 
what  he  would  do  for  a  friend :  but  I  never  applied  this  remark  to  any  par- 
ticular inftance,  and  certainly  not  to  his  kindnefs  to  me.  If  a  profile  man, 
who  does  not  value  his  money,  and  gives  a  large  fum  to  a  whore,  gives  half 
as  much,  or  an  equally  large  fum  to  relieve  a  friend,  it  cannot  be  efteemed 
as  virtue.  This  was  all  that  I  could  fay  of  that  gendeman ;  and,  if  laid  at 
all,  it  mutt  have  been  faid  after  his  death.  Sir,  I  would  have  gone  to  the 
world's  end  to  relieve  him.  The  remark  about  the  dog,  if  made  by  me, 
was  fuch  a  fally  as  might  efcape  one  when  painting  a  man  highly." 

On  Tueglay,  September  23,  Johnfon  was  remarkably  cordial  to  me.  It 
being  neceflary  for  me  to  return  to  Scotland  foon,  I  had  fixed  on  the  next 
day  for  my  fetting  out,  and  I  felt  a  tender  concern  at  the  thought  of  parting 

1  with 
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with  him.  He  had,  at  this  time,  frankly  communicated  to  me  many  parti-  *777- 
culars,  which  are  inferted  in  this  work  in  their  proper  places  *  and  once,  when  '^at'  6*! 
I  happened  to  mention  that  the  expence  of  my  jaunt  would  come  to  much 
more  than  I  had  computed,  he  faid,  "  Why,  Sir,  if  the  expence  were  to  be 
an  inconvenience,  you  would  have  reafon  to  regret  it :  but,  if  you  have  had 
the  money  to  fpend,  I  know  not  that  you  could  have  purchafed  as  much 
pleafure  with  it  in  any  other  way." 

During  this  interview  at  Afhbourne,  Johnfon  and  I  frequently  talked  with 
wonderful  pleafure  of  jmere  triftes  which  had  occurred  in  our  tour  to  the 
Hebrides  j  for  it  had  left  a  moft  agreeable  and  lafting  impreflion  upon  his 
mind. 

He  found  fault  with  me  for  ufing  the  phrafe  to  make  money.  u  Don't  you 
fee   (faid  he)  the  impropriety  of  it  ?     To  make  money  is  to  coin  it :   you  * 

fhould  fay  get  money."  The  phrafe,  however,  is,  I  think,  pretty  current. 
But  Johnfon  was  at  all  times  jealous  of  infractions  upon  the  genuine  Englifh 
language,  and  prompt  to  reprefs  colloquial  barbarifms  j .  fuch  as,  fledging 
fnyfelf,  for  undertakings  line,  for  department  or  branch,  as,  the  civiLline,  the 
banking  sftne.  He  was  particularly  indignant  againft  the  almoft  univerlal  ufe 
of  the  word  idea  in  the  fenfe  of  notion  or  opinion,  when  it  is  clear  that  idea  can 
only  fignify  fomething  of  which  an  image  can  be  formed  in  the  mind.  We 
.may  have  an  idea  or  image  of  a  mountain,  a  tree,  a  building ;  but  we  cannot 
lurely  have  an  idea  or  image  of  an  argument  or  proportion.  Yet  we  hear  the 
fages  of  the  law  <€  delivering  their  ideas  upon  the  queftion  under  confideration  ;** 
and  the  firft  Speakers  in  parliament  "  entirely  coinciding  in  the  idea  which  has 
been  ably  ftated  by  ah  honourable  member /'—or  <c  reprobating  an  idea  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  fraught  with  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  to  a  great  and 
free  country.**     Johnfon  called  this  c<  modern  cant" 

I  perceived  that  he  pronounced  the  word  Taeard,  as  if  fpelt  with  a  double  e9 
heerd,  inftead  of  founding  it  herd,  as  is  moft  ufually  done.  He  faid,  his 
reafon  was,  that  if  it  were  pronounced  herd*  there  would  be  a  (ingle  exception 
from  the  Englifh  pronunciation  of  the  fy liable  ear,  and  he  thought  it  better  not 
to  have  that  exception. 

He  praifed  Granger's  "  Ode  on  Solitude,"  in  Dodfley's  colle&ion,  and 
repeated,  with  great  energy,  the  exordium  : 

«  O  Solitude,  romantick  maid, 

Whether  by  nodding  towers  you  tread ; 

Or  haunt  die  defart's  tracklels  gloom, 
*€  Ox  hover  o'er  the  yawning  tomb  t 

Z  2  <€  Or 
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"  Or  climb  the  Andes'  clifted  fide, 
cc  Ox  by  the  Nile's  coy  fource  abide ; 
u  Or,  ftarting  from  your  half-year's  flecp, 
Cf  From  Hecla  view- the  thawing  deep; 
c<  Or,  at  the  purple  dawn  of  day, 
€%  Tadnor's  marble  waftes  furvey." 

obferving,  "  This,  Sir,  is  very  noble." 

In  .the  evening  our  gentleman-farmer,  and  two  others,  entertained  *  them* 
felves  and  the  company  with  a  great  number  of  tunes  on  the  .fiddle.;  Johnfoo 
defired  to  have  "  Let  ambition  fire  thy  mind,"  played  over  again,  and 
appeared  to  give  a  patient  attention  to  it ;  though  he  owned  to .  me  that  he 
was  very  infenfible  to  the  power  of  mufick..  Itold  hifli,  that  it  afFe&ed  me 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  often  to  agitate  my  nerves  painfully,  producirig  in  my 
mind  alternate  fenfatdons  of  pathetick  dejection,  fb  that  I  was  ready  to  fhed 
tears ;  and  of  daring  refolution,  fo  that  I  was  inclined  to  rufh  into  the  thickeft 
part  of  a  battle.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  fhould  never  hear.it,  if  it  made  me  fuch 
a  fool." 

Much  of  the  effeft  of  mufick,  I  am  fatisfied,  is  owing  to  affociatioa 
of  ideas.  That  air,  which  inftantly  and  irrefiftibly  excites  in  the  Swifs,  whea 
in  a  foreign  land,  the  maladic  du  pais,  has,  I  am  told,  no  intrinfick  power 
of  found.  And  I  know  from  my  own  experience,  that  Scotch  reels,  though 
brifk,  make- me  melancholy,  bccaufe  I  ufed  to  hear  them  in  my  early  years, 
at  a  time  when.  Mr*  Pitt  called  for  foldiers  "  from  the  mountains  of  the 
north,"  and  numbers  of  brave  Highlanders  were  going  abroad,  nevei:  to 
return.  Whereas  the  airs  in  "  The  Beggar's  Opera,"  many  of  which  are 
very  fofr,  never  fail  to  render  me  gay,  becaufe  they  are  aflbciated  with  the 
warm  fenfarions  and  high  fpirits  of  .London.  This  evening,  while  fome  of 
the  tunes  of  ordinary  compofition  were  playqd  with  no  great  (kill,  my  frame 
was  agitated,  and  I  was  confcious  of  a  generous  attachment  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  as 
my  preceptor  and  friend.,  mixed  with  an  ^ffe&ionate  regret  that  he  was  an 
old  man,  whom  I  ihould  probably  lofe  in  a  flxort  time.  I  thought  I  could 
defend  him  at  the  point  of  my  fword.  My  reverence  and  affeftion  for  him 
were  in  full  glow.  I  faid  to  him,  "  My  dear  Sir,  we  muft  meet  every  year, 
if  you  don't  quarrel  with  me."  Johnson  "  Nay,  Sir,  you  are  more  likely 
to  quarrel  with  me,  thai)  I  with  you.  My  regard  for  you  is  greater  almoft 
than  I  have  words  to  exprefs  5  but  I  do  not  choofe  to  be  always  repeating  it, 
4  write 
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write  it  down  in  the  firft  leaf  of,  your  pocket-book,  and  never  doubt  of  it      »777* 

again*"  -  ^tat.  68. 

I  talked  to  him  of  mifery  being  "  the  doom  of  man,"  in  this  life,  as  dif-  - 

played  in  his  "Vanity  of  Human  Wifhes."  Yet  I  obferved  that  things 
were  done  upon  the  fuppofition  of  happinefs ;  grand  houfes  were  built,  fine 
gardens  were  made,  fplendid  places  of  publick  amufement  were  contrived, 
and  crowded  with  company.  Johnson.  5c  Alas,  Sir,  thefe  are  all  only  ftruggles 
for  happinefs.  When  I  firft  entered  Ranelagh,  it  gave  an  expanfion  and  gay 
fenfation  to  my  mind,  ,fuch  as  I  never  experienced  any  where  elfe.  But,  as 
Xerxes  wept  when  he  viewed  his  immenfe  army,  and  confidered  that  not  one 
of  that  great  multitude  would  be  alive  a  hundred  ye  vs  afterwards,  fo  it  went 
to  my  heart  to  confider  that  there  was  not  one  in  all  that  brilliant  circle,  that 
was  not  afraid  to  go  home  and  think ;  but  that  the  thoughts  of  each  individual 
there,  would  be  diftrefling  when  alone."  This  refleftion  was  experimentally 
juft.  The  feeling  of  languor  *,  which  fucceeds  the  animation  of  gaiety,  is 
itfelf  a  very  fevere  pain;  and  when  the  mind  is  then  Vacant,  a  thoufand 
difappointments  and  vexations  rufh  in  and  excruciate.  .  Will  not  many  even 
of  my  faireft  readers  allow,  this  to  be  true  ? 

I  fuggefted,  that  being  in  love,  and  flattered  with  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  or  having 
fome  favourite  fcheme  in  view  for  the  next  day,  might  prevent  that  wretched^- 
nefs  of  "which  we  had  been  talking.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  may  fometimes 
be  fo  as  you  fuppofe;  but  my  conclufion  is  in  general  but  too  true." 

While  Johnfon  and  I  ftood  in  calm  conference  by  ourfelves  in  Dr.  Taylor's 
garden,  at  a  pretty  late  hQur,  in  a  ferene  autumn  night,  looking  up  to  the 
heavens,  I  direded  the  difcourfe  to  the  fubjedtof  a  future  ftate.  My  friend 
was  in  a  placid  and  moft  benignant  frame;  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  do  not  imagine 
that  all  things  will  be  made  clear  to  us  immediately  after  death,  but  that  the 
ways  of  Providence,  will  be  explained  to  us  very  gradually.".  I  ventured  to  afk 
him  whether  although  the.  words  of  fome  texts  of  Scripture  feemed  ftrong  in 
fupport  of  the  dreadful  do&rine  of  an  eternity  of  punifhment,  we  might  not 
hopethat  the  denunciation  was  figurative,  and  would  not  literally  be  executed. .. 

*  Pqpe  .mentions, 

"  Stretch'd  on  the  rack  of  a  too  eafy  chair,"  ' 

But  I  recolleft  a  couplet  quite  appofite  to  my  fubjeft  in  "  Virtue,  an  Ethick  Epiftle,"  a  beau- 
tiful and  inftruftive  poena,  by  an  anonymous  writer,  in  1758;  who,  treating  of  pleafure  in 
'excefs,  fays, 

"  Till  languor,  foffering  on  the  rack  of  blifs, 

"  Confefs  that  man  was  never  made  for  this/'  " 

Johnson,  . 
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Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  the  intention  of  puniflimcnt  in  a  future 
ftate.     We  have  no  reafon  to  be  fure  that  we  fhall  then  be  no  longer  liable  . 
to  offend  againft  God.     We  do  not  know  that  even  the  angels  are  quite  in 
a  ftate  of  fecurity  -,  nay  we  know  that  fome  of  them  have  fallen.     It  may, 
therefore,  perhaps  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  preferve  both  men  and  angels  in 
a  ftate  of  reftitude,  that  they  fhould  have  continually    before  them   the 
puniftiment  of  thofe  who%  have  deviated  from  it;  but  we  may  hope  that  by 
fome  other  means  a  fall  from  rectitude  may  be  prevented.    Some  of  the 
texts  of  Scripture  upon  this  fubjeft  are,  as  you  obferve,  indeed  ftrongj  but 
they  may  admit  of  a  mitigated  interpretation."     He  talked  to  me  upon  this 
aweful  and    delicate   queftion  in  a  gentle  tone,   and  as    if  afraid  to    be 
decifive. 

After  fupper  I  accompanied  him  to  his  apartment,  and  at  my  requeft  he 
<li&ated  to  me  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  negro  who  was  then  claiming 
his  liberty,  in  an  a&ion  in  the  Court  of  Sefllon  in-  Scodand4.  He  had 
always  been  very  zealous  againft  flavery  in  every  form,  in  which  I  with  all 
deference  thought  that  he  difcovered  cc  a  zeal  without  knowledge."  Upon 
one  occafion,  when  in  company  with  fome  very  grave  men  at  Oxford,  his  toaft 
was,  "  Here's  to  the  next  infurre&ion  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-Indies." 
His  violent  prejudice  againft  our  Weft-Indian  and  American  fettlers  appeared 
whenever  there  was  an  opportunity.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  his  u  Taxation 
no  Tyranny/'  he  fays,  "  how  is  it  that  we  hear  the  loudeft  yelps  for  liberty 
among  the  driyers  of  negroes  ?"  and  in  hi?  converfation  with  Mr.  Wilkes f, 
he  alked,  "Where  did  Beckford  and  Trecothick  learn  Englifh?"  That 
Trecothick  could  both  fpeak  and  write  good  Englifh  is  well  known.  I  myfelf 
-was  favoured  with  his  correlpondence  concerning  the  brave  Ccfrficans.  And  that 
Beckford  could  fpeak  it  with  a  fpirit  of  honeft  refolution  even  to  his  Majefty, 
as  his  "  faithful  Lord-Mayor  of  London,"  is  commemorated  by  the  noble 
monument  ere&ed  to  him  in  Guildhall. 

When  I  faid  now  to  Johnfon,  that  I  was  afraid  1  kept  him  too  late  up. 
"  No,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  don't  care  though  I  fit  all  night  with  you."  This 
was  an  animated  Ipeech  from  a  man  in  his  fixty-ninth  year. 

Had  I  been  as  attentive  not  to  difpleafe  him  as  I  ought  to  have  been,  I 
know  not  but  this  vigil  might  have  been  fulfilled  -,  but  I  unluckily  entered 

*  This  being  laid  up  fomewhere  amidft  my  multiplicity  of  papers  at  Auchinleck,  has  efcaped 
my  fearch  for  this  work ;  but,  when  founds  Iihallxake  caje  that  my  readers  ihall  have  it. 
5  See  page  88  of  this  volume* 

upon 
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«pon  the  controverfy  concerning  the  right  of  Great-Britain  to  tax  America,  1 777* 
and  attempted  to  argue  in  favour  of  our  fellow-fubje&s  on  the  other  fide  J/sm~^ 
of  the  Atlantick.  I  infifted  that  America  might  be  very  well  governed, 
and  made  to  yield  a  fufficient  revenue  by  the  means  of  influence,  as  exem- 
plified in  Ireland,  while  the  people  might  be  pleafed  with  the  imagination 
of  their  participating  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  by  having  a.  body  of  re- 
prcfentatives  without  whofe  confent  money  could  not  be  exadled  from  them. 
Johnfbn  could  not  bear  my  thus  oppofing  his  avowed  opinion,  which  he  had 
exerted  himfelf  with  an  extreme  degree  of  heat  to  enforce ;  and  the  violent 
agitation  into  which  he  was  thrown  while  anfwering,  or  rather  reprimanding 
me*  alarmed  me  fo  that  I  heartily  repented  of  my  haying  unthinkingly 
introduced  the  fiibjcdt.  I  myfelf  however  grew  warm,  and  the  change  was 
great,  from  the  calm  ftate  of  philofophical  difcuffion  in  which  we  had  a  little 
before  been  pleafmgly  employed. 

I  talked  of  the  corruption  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  in  which  I  alledged 
that  any  queftion,  however  uhreafonaWc  or  unjuft,  might  be  carried  by  a 
venal  majority;  and  I  fpoke  with  high  admiration  of  the  Roman  Senate,  as 
if  compofcd  of  men  fincerely  defirous  to  refolve  what  they  fhould  think  bell 
for  their  country;  My  friend  would  allow  no  fuch  character  to  the  Roman 
Senate ;  and  he  maintained  that  the  Britifh  parliament  was  not  corrupt,  and 
that  there  was  no  occafion  to  corrupt  its  members,  aflerting,  that  there  was 
hardly  ever  any  queftion  of  great  importance  before  parliament,  any  queftion 
in  which  a  man  might  not  very  well  vote  either  upon  one  fide  or  the  other. 
He  laid  there  had  been  none  in  his  time  except  that  refpe&ing  America. 

We  were  fatigued  by  the  conteft,  which  was  produced  by  my  want  of 
caution;  and  he  was  not  then  in  the  humour  to  Aide  into  eafy  and  cheerful 
talk.  It  therefore  fo  happened,  that  we  were  after  an  hour  or  two  very  willing 
to  feparate  and  go  to  bed.  * 

On  Wednefday,  September  24, 1  went  into  Dr.  Johnfon's  room  before  he 
got  up,  and  finding  that  the  ftorm  of  the  preceding  night  was  quite  laid,  I  fat 
down  upon  his  bed-fide,,  and  he  talked  with*  as  much  readinefs  and  good- 
humour  as  ever,  Hfe  recommended  to  me  to  plant  a  confiderable  part  of  a 
large  moorifh  farm  which  I  had  purchafed,  and  he  made  feveral  calculations 
of  the  expence  and  profit,,  for  he  delighted  in  exercifing  his  mind  on  the 
fcience  of  numbers.  He  prefled  upon  me  the  importance  of  planting  at  the 
firft  in  a  very  fufficient  manner,  quoting  the  faying  u  In  bello  non  licet  bis 
ware}"  and  adding  "  this  is  equally  true  in  planting*" 

I  fpoke 
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I  fpoke  with  gratitude  of  Dr.  Taylor's  hofpitalityj  and  as  evidence  that  it 
was  not  on  account  of  his  good  table  alone  that  Johnfon  vifited  him  often, 
I  mentioned  a  little  anecdote  which  had  efcaped  my  friend's  recolledtion,  and 
at  hearing  which  repeated,  he  fmiled.  One  evening  when  I  was  fitting 
with  him,  Frank  delivered  this  meflage,  "  Sir,  Dr.  Taylor  fends  his  compli- 
ments to  you,  and  begs  you  will  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  He  has  got  a 
hare."*—"  My  compliments  (faid  Johnfon,)  and  I'll  dine  with  him,  hare  or 
rabbit." 

After  breakfaft  I  departed,  and  purfiied  my  journey  northwards.  I  took  my 
poft-chaife  from  the  Green  Man,  a  very  good  inn  at  Afhbourne,  the  miftrefs 
of  which,  a  mighty  civil  gendewoman,  curtfeying  very  low,  prefented  me 
with  an  engraving  of  the  fign  of  her  houfe;  to  which  fhe  had  fubjoined,  in 
her  own  hand-writing,  an  addrefs  in  fuch  lingular  fimplicity  of  ftyle,  that  I 
have  preferved  it  parted  upon  one  of  the  boards  of  my  original  Journal  at 
this  time,  and  fhall  here  infert  it  for  the  amufement  of  my  readers  : 

"  M.  KILZINGLET's  duty  waits  upon  Mr.  Bo/well,  is  exceedingly 
obliged  to  him  for  this  favour ;  whenever  be  comes  this  way>  hopes  for  a  continuance 
of  the  fame.  Would  Mr.  Bo/well  name  the  bouje  to  bis  extenjive  acquaintance,  it 
would  be  a  fingular  favour  confer *d  on  one  who  has  it  not  in  her  power  to  make 
any  other  return  but  her  mojl  grateful  thanks,  and  Jincer  eft  prayers  for  his  happi- 
nefs  in  time^  and  in  a  bluffed  eternity. 

€€  Tuefday  morn" 

From  this  meeting  at  Alhbourne  I  derived  a  confiderable  acceflion  to  my 
Johnfonian  ftore.  I  communicated  my  original  Journal  to  Sir  William 
Forbes,  in  whom  I  have  always  placed  deferved  confidence ;  and  what  he 
wrote  to  me  concerning  it  is  fo  much  to  my  credit  as  the  biographer  of 
Johnfon,  that  my  readers  will,  I  hope,  grant  me  their  indulgence  for  here 
inferring  it,  "  It  is  jiot  once  or  twice  going  over  it  (fays  Sir  William)  that 
will  fatisfy  me ;  for  I  find  in  it  a  high  degree  of  inftruftion  as  well  as  enter- 
tainment ;  and  I  derive  more  benefit  from  Dr.  Johnfon's  admirable  difcuflions 
than  I  fhould  be  able  to  draw  from  his  perfonal  converfation ;  for,  I  fuppofe 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  world  to  whom  he  difclofes  his  fentiments  fo  freely 
as  to  yourfelf." 

I  cannot  omit  a  curious  circumftance  which  occurred  at  Edenfor-inn,  dole 
by  Chatfworth,  to  furvey  the  magnificence  of  which  I  had  gone  a  confiderable 
n^ay  out  of  my  road  to  Scotland.     The  inn  was  then  kept  by  a  very  jolly 

landlord, 
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landlord,  whofe  name  I  think  was  Malton.     He  happened  to  mention  that      *777- 
H  the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnfon  had  beo§  in  his  houfe."     I  inquired  who  this  Dr.   ^Jt"  6a. 
Johnfon  was,  that  I  might  hear  mine  holt's  notion  of  him.    "  Sir,  (laid  he,) 
Johnfon,  the  great  writer;    Oddifyy  as  they  call  him.      He's   the  greateft 
writer  in  England;    he  writes  for  the  miniftryj    he  has  a  correfpondence 
abroad,  and  lets  them  know  what's  going  on." 

My  friend,  who  had  a  thorough  dependance  upon  the  authenticity  of  my 
relation  without  any  embellijhment>  as  falfehood  or  fiftim  is  too  gently  called, 
laughed  a  good  deal  at  this  reprefentation  of  himfelf. 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson, 

«My   DEAR  SlR,  Edin&urgh,  Sept.  29,  1777. 

"  B  Y  the  firft  poft  I  inform  you  of  my  fafe  arrival  at  my  own  houfe, 
and  that  I  had  the  comfort  of  finding  my  wife  and  children  all  in  good 
health. 

cc  When  I  look  back  upon  our  late  interview,  it  appears  to  me  to  have 
anfwered  expedition  better  than  almoft  any  fcheme  of  happinefs  th&t  I  ever  put 
in  execution.  My  Journal  is  ftored  with  wifdom  and  wit  \  and  my  memory  is 
filled  with  the  recolle&ion  of  lively  and  affe&ionate  feelings,  which  now,  I 
think,  yield  me  more  fatisfa£tion  than  at  the  time  when  they  were  firft 
excited.  I  have  experienced  this  upon  other  occafions.  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  explain  it  to  me  \  for  it  feems  wonderful  that  pleafure 
fhould  be  more  vivid  at  a  diftance  than  when  near.  I  wifli  you  may  find 
yourfelf  in  the  humour  to  do  me  this  favour ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  with  no 
ftrong  hope  of  it;  for  I  have  obferved,  that  unlefs  upon  very  fcrious 
occafions,  your  letters  to  me  are  not  anfwers  to  thofe  which  I  write." 

{I  then  exprefled  to  him  much  uneafinefs  that  I  had  mentioned  to  him  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  who  had  told  me  the  ftory  fo  much  to  his  difadvan- 
tage,  the  truth  of  which  he  had  completely  refuted ;  for  that  my  having  done 
fo  might  Ije  interpreted  as  a  breach  of  confidence,  and  offend  one  whofe 
fociety  I  valued: — therefore  earneftly  requefting  that  no  notice  might  be 
taken  of  it  to  any  body,  till  I  fhould  be  in  London,  and*  have  an  opportunity 
to  talk  it  over  with  the  gentleman.] 

»  To  Jambs  Boswell,  EJq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  will  wonder,  Qr  you  have  wondered,  why  qo  letter  has  come 
from  me.  What  you  wrote  at  your  return,  had  in  it  fuch'a  ftraiii  of 
cowardly  caution  as  gave  me  no  pleafure*  I.  could  not  well  do  what  you 
•'   Vol,  II.  A  a  wilhedj 


\ 
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1777*     wifhed;  I  had  no  need  to  vex  yoy  with  a  refufal.    I  have  feen  Mr,  — — -, 
Mwutti  ^  as  to  him  have  fet  all  right,  without  any  inconvenience,  fo  far  as  I  know, 
to  you.    Mrs.  Thrale  had  forgot  the  ftory.    You  may  now  be  at  eafe. 

<c  And  at  eafe  I  certainly  wilh  you,  for  the  kindnefs  that  you  Ihowcd  in 
coming  fo  long  a  journey  to  fee  me.  it  was  pity  to  keep  you  fo  Jong  in 
pain,  but,  upon  reviewing  the  matter,  I  do  not  fee  what  I  could  have  done 
better  than  as  I  did. 

"  I. hope  you  found  at  your  return  my  dear  enemy  and  all  her  little  people 
quite  well,  and  had  no  reafon  to  repent  your  journey.  I  think  on  it  with 
great  gratitude. 

"  I  was  not  well  when  you  left  me  at  the  Doftor's,  and  I  grew  worfe ;  yet 
I  ftaid  on,  and  at  Lichfield  was  very  ill.  Travelling,  however,  did  not  make 
me  worfe;  and  when  I  came  to  London  I  complied  with  a  fummons  to  go  to 
Brighthelmfton,  where  I  faw  Beauclerk,  and  ftaid  three  days. 

"  Our  club  has  recommenced  laft  Friday,  but  I  was  not  there.  Langton 
has  another  wench 6.  Mrs.  Thrale  is  in  hopes  of  a  young  brewer.  They  got 
by  their  trade  lad:  year  a  very  large  fum,  and  their  expences  are  proportionate. 

"  Mrs*  Williams's  health  is  very  bad.  And  I  have  had  for  fom$  time  a 
very  difficult  and  laborious  respiration,  but  I  am  better  by  purges,  abftinenqe> 
and  other  methods.  I  am  yet  however  much  behind-hand  in  my  health  and  reft. 

u  Dr.  Blair's  fermons  are  now  univerfelly  commended,  but  let  him  think 
that  I  had  the  honour  of  firft  finding  and  firft  praifing  his  excellencies.  I  did 
not  ftay  to  add  my  voice  to  that  of  the  publick. 

"  My  dear  friend,  let  me  thank  you  once  more  for  your  vifit  •,  you  did  me 
great  honour,  and  I  hope  met  with  nothing  that  difpleafed  you.  J  ftaid  long 
at  Afhbourne,  not  much  pleafed,  yet  aukward  at  departing.  I  then  went  to 
Lichfield,  where  I  found  my  friend  at  Stowhill 7  very  dangeroufly  difeafed. 
Such  is  life.    Let  us  try  to  pafs  it  well,  whatever  it  be,  for  there  is  lurcly 

fomething  beyond  it. 

«  Well,  now  I  hope  all  is  well,  write  as  foon  as  you  can  to,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afie&ionate  fervant, 
«  Lon4pa,  Nov, 25,  1777.  Sam.  Johnjqn," 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

«  Mv  DEAR  SIR,  Edinburgh,  Nor. 29,  1777. 

"  This  day's  poft  has  at  length  relieved  me  from  much  uneafinefs, 
by  bringing  me  a  letter  from  you.    I  was>  indeed,  doubly  unealy  j— on  my 

*  A  daughter  bom  to  him.  '  Mi*  Aftoa. 

a  own 


THE    LIFE    OP    DR.    JOHNSON.  17* 

own  account  and  yours.    I  was  very  anxious  to  be  fecurcd  againft  any  bad     1777* 
confequences  from  my  imprudence  in  mentioning  the  gentleman's  name  who  ]^r^ 
had  told  me  a  ftory  to  your  difadvantage;  and  as  I  could  hardly  fuppofe  it 
poflible,  that  you  would  delay  fo  long  to  make  me  eafy,  unlefs  you  was  ill, 
I  was  not  a  little  apprehenfive  about  you.    You  muft  not  be  offended  when 
I  venture  to  tell  you  that  you  appear  to  me  to  have  been  too  rigid  upon  this 
occafion.     The  c  cowardly  caution  <wbicb  gave  you  no  fkafurej  was  fiiggefted 
to  me  by  a  friend  here,  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  ftrange  ftory  and  the 
detection  of  its  falfity,  as  an  inftance  how  one  may  be  deceived  by  what  is 
apparently  very  good  authority.     But,  as  I  am  ftill  perfuaded,  that  as  I  might 
have  obtained  the  truth,  without  mentioning  the  gentleman's  name,  it  was 
wrong  in  me  to  do  it,  I  cannot  fee  that  you  are  juft  in  blaming  my  caution. 
But  if  you  were  ever  fo  juft  in  your  difapprobation,  might  you  not  have  dealt 
more  tenderly  with  me  ? 
"  I  went  to  Auchinleck  about  the  middle  of  O&ober,  and  pafied  fome 

time  with  my  father  very  comfortably. 

****** 

"  I  am  engaged  in  a  criminal  profecution  againft  a  country  fchoolmafteri 
for  indecent  behaviour  to  his  female  fcholars.  There  is  no  ftatute  againft 
fiich  abominable  conduft  j  but  it  is  punifhable  at  common  law.  I  will  be 
obliged  to  you  for  your  affiftance  in  this  extraordinary  trial.  I  ever  am, 
my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 

About  this  time  I  wrote  to  Johnfbn,  giving  him  an  account  of  the  decifion 
of  th«  Negro  caufe>  by  the  Court  of  Seilion,  which  by  thofc  who  hold  even 
the  mildeft  and  beft  regulated  flavery  in  abomination,  (of  which  number  I 
do  not  hefitate  to  declare  that  I  am  none,)  fhould  be  remembered  with 
high  refpedl,  and  to  the  credit  of  Scotland ;  for  it  went  upon  a  much  broader 
ground  than  the  cafe  of  Somerfet>  which  was  decided  in  England 8  \  being  truly 
the  general  queftion,  whether  a  perpetual  obligation  of  fervice  to  one  mafter 
in  any  mode  fhould  be  fandtiofted  by  the  law  of  a  free  country.  A  negro, 
then  called  Jqfepb  Knigbt>  a  native  of  Africa,  who  having  been  brought  to 
Jamaica  in  the  ufual  courfc  of  the  Have  trade,  and  purchafed  by  a  Scotch 
gentleman  in  that  ifland,  had  attended  his  mafter  to  Scodand,  where  it  was 

•  See  State  Trials,  Vol.  XL  p.  339,  and  Mr.  Hargrave's  argumer* 

A  a  a  officioufly 
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officiou fly  fuggefted-  to  him  that  he  would  be  fouixl  entitled  to  his  liberty 
without  any  limitation.     He  accordingly  brought  his  a&ion,  in  the  courfe  of 
<which  the   advocates  'on  both   fides   did   themfelves   great  honour.      Mr. 
Maclaurin  has  had  the  praife  of  Johnfon,  for  his  argument 9 :  in  favour  of  the 
negro,   and  Mr.  Macconochie  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  •  the  fame  fide,   by 
his  ingenuity  and  extraordinary  refearch.     Mr.  Cullen,  on  the  part  of  the 
matter,  difcovered  good  information  and  found  -reafoning ;  in  which  he  was 
well  fupported  by  Mr.  James  Ferguffon,  a  man.  remarkable  for  a  manly 
underftanding,  and  a  knowledge  both  of  books  and  of  the  world.     But  I 
cannot  too  highly  praife  the  Ipeech  Which  Mr.  Henry  Dundas  generoufly 
contributed  to  the  caufe  of  the  footy  ftranger.    Mr.  Dundas's  Scottilh  accent, 
which  has  been  fo  often  in  vain  obtruded  as  an  obje&ion  to  his  powerful 
abilities  in  parliament,  was  no  difadvantage  to  him  in  his  own  country*.    And 
I  do  declare,  that  upon  this  memorable  queftion  he  imprefled  me,  and  I  believe 
all  his  audience,  with  fjjcji  feelings  as  were;  produced  by  fome  of  the  moft 
eminent  orations  of  antiquity.     This  teftimony  I  liberally  give  to  the  excel- 
lence of  an  old  friend,  with  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  to  differ  very  widely 
upon  many  politicaHopicks  j  yet  I  perfuade  myfclf  without  malice.     A  great 
majority  of  the  Lords  of  Seflion  decided  for  the  negro.     But  four  of  their 
number,  the  Lord  Prefident,  Lord  EUiock,  Lord  Monboddo,  and  .Lord 
Covington,,  refplut^ly  maintained  the  lawful^efs  of  a  Jlatus>  which,  has  been 
acknowledged  in  all  ages  and  countries,  and  that  when  freedom  flourifhed,  as, 
in  old  Greece  and  Rome. 

To  James  Boswell,  Eft. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  THIS  is  the  time  of  the  year  in  which  all  exprefs  their  good 
wiflies  to  their  friends,  and  I  fend  mine  to  you  and  your  family.  May  your 
lives  be  long,  happy,  and  good.  I  have  been  much  out  of  order,  but,  I 
hope,  do  not  grow  worfe* 

"  The  crime  of  the  fchoolmafter  whom  you  are  engaged  to  profecute  is 
very  great,  and  may  be  fufpefted  to  be  too  common.  In  our  law  it. would 
be  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  a  mifdemeanour ;  that  is,  a  kind  of  indefinite 

*  The  motto  to  it  waa  happily  .chofen  :  . 

"  .  NMum  ne  crtde  cojqru" 

I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  a  circumftance  no  lefs  ftrange  than  true,  that  a  brother  Advocate  in 
confidcrable  praftice,  but  of  whom  it  certainly  cannot)*  faid,  Ingenuas  didkit  fidfliur  artes,  aiked 
Mr.  Maclaurin,  with  a  face  tf  flippant  affurance,  "  Are  thefe  words  your  wn  ?" 

4  crime, 
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crime*  not  capital,  but  punifhable  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Court.    You  can- 
not want  matter ;  all  that  needs  to  be  faid  will  eafily  occur. 

"  Mr.  Shaw,  the  authour  of  the  Gaelick  Grammar,  defires  me  to  make  a 
requeft  for  him  to  Lord  Eglintoune,  that  he  may  be  appointed  Chaplain  to 
one  of  the  new-raifed  regiments. 

"  All  our  friends  are  as  they  were  j  litde  has  happened  to  them  of  either 
good  or  bad.  Mrs.  Thrale  ran  a  great  black  hair-drefling  pin  into  her  eye ; 
but  by  great  evacuation  fhe  kept  it  from  inflaming,  and  it  is  almoft  well. 
Mifs  Reynolds  has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  better.  Mrs.  Williarris  is  in  a 
very  poor  ftate  of  health. 

cc  If.  I  lhould  write  on,  I  lhould,  perhaps,  write  only  complaints,  and 
therefore  I  will  content  myfelf  with  telling  you,  that  I  love  to  think  on  you, 
and  to  hear  from  you  -,  and  that  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours. faithfully, 

•►December  27,  1777..  Sam.  J  OH  N  SON." 

In  1778,  Johnfon  gave  the  wo^d  a  luminous  proof  that  the  vigour  of  his     1778, 
mind  in  all  its  faculties,  whether  memory,  judgement,  or  imagination,  was 
not  in  the  leaft  abated;  for  this  year  came  out  the  firft  four  volumes  of  his 
€t  Prefaces,  biographical  and  critical,  to  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Englifh. 
Poets,*"  publifhed  by  the  booksellers  of  London.    The  remaining  volumes 
came  out  in  the  year  1780.     The  Poets  were  felefted  by  the  feveral  book- 
fellers  who  had  the  honorary  copy-right^  which  is  ftill  preferved  among  them 
by  mutual  compaft,   notwjthftanding  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
againft  the  perpetuity  of  Literary  Property*    We  have  his  own  authority1, 
that  by  his  recommendation  the  poems  of  Blackmore,  Watts,  Pomfret,  and  * 
Yalden,  were  added  to  the  colle&ion.     Of  this  work  I  fhall  fpeak  more  ^ 
particularly  hereafter. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

€C  Dl  AR  SlR,  *  Edinburgh,  Jan,  8,  1778, 

u  YOUR  congratulations  upon  a  new  year  are  mixed  with  com- 
plaint :  mine  muft  be  fo  too.     My  wife  has  for  fome  time  b£en  very  ill,  , 
having  been  confined  to  the  houfe  thefe  three  months  by  a  fevere  cold,  attended 
with  alarming  fymptoms. 

[Here  I  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  diftrefs  which  the  perfon,  upon 
every  account-  moft  dear  to  me,   fufferedj    and  of  the  difmal  ftate  of 

1  Life  of  Watte. 

apprehenfioa  • 
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apprehenfion  in  which  I  now  was.    Adding,  that  I  never  ftood  more  in 
need  of  his  confoling  philofophy]. 

"  Did  you  ever  look  at  a  book  written  by  Wilfon,  a  Scotfman,  under  the 
Latin  name  of  Volufenus,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  literary  men  at  a  certain 
period.  It  is*  entitled  c  De  Animi  Tranquillitate  V  I  earneftiy  dfcfire  tranquillity. 
Bom  res  quies ;  but  I  fear  I  (hall  never'  attain  it :    for,  when  unoccupied,  I 

grow  gloomy,  and  occupation  agitates  me  to  feveriihnefs. 

**»**♦ 

u  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

ce  Your  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

<c  James  Boswell." 

To  James  Bos  well,  Efy. 

u  Dear  Sir, 

cc  T  O  a  Wtter  fo  interesting  as  your  laft,  it  is  proper  to  return  fome 
anfwer,  however  little  I  may  be  difpofed  to  write. 

"  Your  alarm  at  your  lady's  illnefs  was  reafonable,  and  not  difproportionate 
to  the  appearance  of  the  difbrder.  I  hope  your  phyfical  friend's  conje&ure  is 
now  verified,  and  all  fear  of  a  confumption  at  an  end :  u  little  care  and 
exercife  will  then  reftore  her*  London  is  a  good  air  for  ladies  $  and  if  you 
bring  her  hither,  I  will  do  for  her  what  fhe  did  for  me— I  will  retire  from  my 
apartments,  for  her  accommodation. .  Behave  kindly  to  her,  and  keep  her 
cheerful. 

«*  You  always  feem  to  call  for  tendernefs.  Know  then,  that  in  the  firft 
month  of  the  prefent  year  I  very  highly  efteem  and  very  cordially  love  you. 
I  hope  to  tell  you  this  at  the  beginning  of  every  year  as  long  as  we  live  $  and 
why  fhould  we  trouble  ourfelves  to  tell  or  hear  it  oftener  ? 

"  Tell  Veronica,  Euphemia,  and  Alexander,  that  I  wifh  them,  as  well  as 
their  parents,  many  happy  years. 

"  You  have  ended  the  negro's  caufe  much  to  my  mind.  Lord  Auchinleck 
and  dear  Lord  Hailes  were  on  the  fide  of  liberty.  Lord  Hailes's  name 
reproaches  me  $  but  if  he  faw  my  languid  neglefl:  of  my  own  affairs,  he 
would  rather  pity  than  refent  my  negledt  of  his.  I  hope  to  mend,  ut  a  mii 
vivam  et  amicis.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your*s  affe&ionately, 

"  Januar?  *+•  'V8-  Sam.  JamrtoK.  v.% 

"  My  fervice  to  my  fellow-traveller,  Jofeph." 

To 


THE    LIFE    OF    PR.    JOHNSON. 
7i  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

u  My  DJAR  SlU,  Edinburgh,  Feb.  26,  1778. 

"WHY  I  hare  delayed,  for  near  a  month,  to  thank  you  for  your 
laft  affe&ionate  letter,  I  cannot  fay  j  for  my  mind  has  been  in  better  health 
thefe  three  weeks  than  for  fome  years  paft.  I  believe  I  have  evaded  till  I 
could  fend  you  a  copy  of  Lord  Hailes's  opinion  on  the  negro's  caufe,  which 
he  wifhes  you  to  read,  and  correft  any  errours  that  there  may  be  in  the 
language ;  for,  fays  he,  €  we  live  in  a  critical,  though  not  a  learned  age  * 
and  I  feek  to  fcreen  myfelf  under  the  fhield  of  Ajax/  I  communicated  to 
him  your  apology  for  keeping  the  (beets  of  his  c  Annals  *  fo  long.  He  fays, 
*  I  3m  forry  to  fee  that  Dr.  Johnfon  is  in  a  ftate  of  languor.  Why  fhould  a 
fober  Chriftian,  neither  an  enthufiaft  nor  a  fanatick,  be  very  merry  or  very 
fad  ?*  I  envy  his  Lordfhip's  comfortable  conftitution :  but  well  do  I  know 
that  languor  and  dejc&ion  will  afflict  the  beft,  however  excellent  their  principles* 
1  am  in  poffeffion  of  Lord  Hailes's  opinion  in  his  own  hand-writing,  and  have 
had  it  for  fome  time.  My  excufe  then  for  procraftination  muft  be,  that  I 
wanted  to  have  it  copied  *  and  I  have  now  put  that  off  fo  long,  that  it  will  be 
better  to  bring  it  with  me  than  fend  it,  as  I  fhall  probably  get  you  to  look  at 
it  fooner  when  I  folicit  you  in  perfon. 

«  My  wife,  who  is,  I  thank  God,  a  good  deal  better,  is  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  very  polite  and  courteous  offer -of  your  apartment :  but,  if  fhe 
goes  to  London,  it  will  be  beft  for  her  to  have  lodgings  in  die  more  airy 
vicinity  of  Hyde-P^rk-  I,  however,  doubt  much  if  I  fhall  be  able  to  pre- 
vail with  her  to  accompany  me  to  the  metropolis,  for  fhe  is  fo  different  from 
you  and  me,  that  (he  diflikes  travelling;  and  fhe  is  fo  anxious  about  her 
children,  that  fhe  thinks  fhe  fhould  be  unhappy  if  at  a  diftance  from  them* 
She  therefore  wifhes  rather  to  go  to  fome  country  place  in  Scotland,  where 
fhe  ean  have  them  with  her. 

"  I  purpofe  being  in  London  about  the  20th  of  next  month,  as  I  think  it 
creditable  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as  one  of  Douglas's  Counfel, 

m  the  great  and  kft  competition  between  Duke  Hamilton  and  him. 

•    +    ••#* 

€C  I  am  forry  poor  Mrs.  Williams  is  fo  ill :  though  her  temper  is  unpleafant, 
fhe  has  always  been  polite  and  obliging  to  me,    I  wifh  many  happy  years  to 

fipod 
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»778*     good  Mr.  Levett,  who  I  fuppofc  holds  his  ufual  place  at  your  breakfaft- 

"  I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

M  Your  affe&ionatc  humble  fervant, 

cc  James  Boswell." 

To  the  Jam. 
"  My  DEAR  SlR,  Edinburgh,  Feb.a8,  1778. 

"  YOU  are  at  prefent  bufy  amongft  the  Englilh  Poets,  preparing, 
for  the  publick  inftru&ion  and  entertainment,  Prefaces,  biographical  and 
critical  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  out  of  feafon  to  appeal  to  you  for  the 
decifion  of  a  controverfy  which  has  arifen  between  a  lady  and  me  con- 
cerning a  pafiage  in  Parnell.  That  poet  tells  us,  that  his  Hermit  quitted 
his  cell 


to  know  the  world  by  fight, 


'  To  find  if  books  or  /wains  report  it  right ; 

c  (  For  yet  by  /wains  alone  the  world  he  knew, 

*  Whole  feet  came  wand'ring  o'er  the  nighdy  dew)/ 

1  maintain,  that  there  is  an  inconfiftency  here ;  for  as  the  Hermit's  notions  01 
the  world  were  formed  from  the  reports  both  of  books  and  /wains,  he  could 
not  juftly  be  faid  to  know  by  /wains  alone.  Be  pleafed  to  judge  between  us, 
and  let  us  have  your  reafons. 

"  What  do  you  fay  to  *  Taxation  no  Tyranny9  now,  after  Lord  North's 
declaration,  or  confeflion,  or  whatever  elfe  his  conciliatory  fpeech  Ihould  be 
.called  ?  I  never  differed  from  you  on  politicks  but  upon  two  points — the 
Middlefex  Eleftion,  and  the  Taxation  of  the  Americans  by  the  Britifh  Houfes 
jqf  Rspre/entatives*  There  is  a  charm  in  the  word  Parliament,  fo  I  avoid  it. 
As  I  am  a  fteady  and  a  warm  Tory,  I  regret  that  the  King  does  not  fee  it 
to  be  better  for  him  to  receive  conftitutional  fupplies  from  his  American 
fubjefts  by  the  voice  of  their  own  affemblies,  where  his  Royal  Perfon  is 
jreprefented,  than  through  the  medium  of  his  Britifh  fubje&s.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  power  of  the  Crown,  which  I  wifh  to  increafe,  would  be  greater 

*  Dr.  Percy,  the  Bifliop  of  Dromore,  humbroufly  obferved,  that  Levett  ufed  to  breakfcft  on 
*he  cnift  of  a  roll,  Which  Johnfon,  after  tearing  out  the  crumb  for  hhnfelf,  threw  to  his  humble 
IrieacL 

when 
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when  in  contact  with  all  its  dominions,  than  if  c  the  rays  of  regal  bounty |f      1778. 
were  to  *  lhine '  upon  America,  through  that  denfe  and  troubled  body— a  ^^69! 
modern  Britifh  Parliament*     But,  enough  of  this  fubjed:  j  for  your  angry 
voice  at  Alhbourne  upon  it,  ftill  founds   aweful  c  in  my  mind's  ears. '     I 
ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  affe&ionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 
To  the  fame. 

C(  My   DEAR  Sir,  -  Edinburgh,  March  12,  1778. 

<c  T  HE  alarm  of  your  late  illnefs  diftrefled  me  but  for  a  few  hours ; 
for  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  it  reached  me,  I  found  it  contradi&ed  in 
c  The  London  Chronicle/  which  I  could  depend  upon  as  authentick  con  - 
cerning  you,  Mr..  Strahan  being  the  printer  of  it.  I  did  not  fee  the  paper 
in  which  c  the  approaching  extinftion  of  a  bright  luminary'  was  announced. 
Sir  William  Forbes  told  me  of  it;  and  he  fays,  he  law  me  fo  uneafy,  that  he 
did  not  give  me  the  report  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  as  he  had  read  it.  He  after- 
wards lent  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Langton  to  him,  which  relieved  me  much. 
I  am,  however,  not  quite  eafy,  as  I  have  not  heard  from  you  \  and  now  I 
fliall  not  have  that  comfort  before  I  fee  you,  for  I  let  out  for  London  to- 
morrow before  the  poll  comes  in.  I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  Wedneliiajr 
morning  5  and  I  ever  am,  with  the  higheft  veneration,  my  dear  Sir, 

<€  Your  much  obliged 

cc  Faithful  and  affectionate 
€(  Humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell." 

On  Wednefday,  March  18,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  was  informed  by  good 
Mr.  Francis  that  his  mafter  was  better,  and  was  gone  to  Mr.  Thrale's  at 
Streatham,  to  which  place  I  wrote  to  him,  begging  to  know  when  he  would 
be  in  town.  He  was  not  expedted  for  Ibme  time;  but  next  day  having 
called  on  Dr.  Taylor,  in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  I  found  him  there,  and 
was  told  he  had  come  to  town  for  a  few  hours.      He  met  me  with  his 

*  Alluding  to  a  line  in  his  "  Vanity  of  human  Withes,"  when  defcribing  Cardinal  Wolfey  in 
his  date  of  elevation, 

u  Through  him  the  rays  of  regal  bounty  (hine,99 

Vol.  II.  B  b  ufual 
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1778.  ufual  kindnefs,  but  inftantly  returned  to  the  writing  of  fomething  on  which 
'jjto^fy  he  was  employed  when  I  came  in,  and  on  which  he  feemed  much  intent. 
Finding  him  thus  engaged,  I  made  my  vifit  very  fhort,  and  had  no  more  of 
his  converfation,  except  his  exprcfling  a  ferious  regret  that  a  friend  of  ours 
was  living  at  too  much  expence,  confidering  how  poor  an  appearance  he  made ; 
u  If  (faid  he)  a  man  has  fplendour  from  his  expence,  if  he  fpends  his  money 
in  pride  or  in  pleafure,  he  has  value :  but  if  he  lets  others  fpend  it  for  him, 
which  «is  moft  commonly  the  cafe,  he  has  no  advantage  from  it." 

On  Friday,  March  20,  I  found  him  at  his  own  houfc,  fitting  with  Mrs, 
Williams,  and  was  informed  that  the  room  formerly  allotted  to  me  was  now 
appropriated  to  a  charitable  purpofe ;  Mrs*  Defmoulins 4,  and  I  think  her 
daughter,  and  a  Mifs  Carmichael,  being  all  lodged  in  it.  Such  was  his 
humanity,  and  fuch  his  .generofity,  that  Mrs.  Defmoulins  herfelf  told  me,  he 
allowed  her  half-a-guinea  a  week.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  was  above 
a  twelfth  part  of  his  penfion. 

His  liberality,  indeed,  was  at  all  periods  of  his  life  very  remarkable.  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Lichfield,  at  whofe  father's  houfe  Johnfon  had  in  his  early  years 
been  kindly  received,  told  me,  that  when  he  was  a  boy  at  the  Charter-Houfe, 
his  father  wrote  to  him  to  go  and  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  which 
he  accordingly  did,  and  found  him  in  an  upper  room,  of  poor  appearance. 
Johnfon  received  him  with  much  courteoufnefs,  and  talked  a  great  deal  to 
him,  as  to  a  fchool-boy,  of  the  courfe  of  his  education,  and  other  particulars. 
When  he  afterwards  came  to  know  and  undcjrftand  the  high  charafter  of  this 
great  man,  he  recolledted  his  condefcenfion  with  wonder.  He  added,  that 
when  he  was  going  away,  Mr.  Johnfon  prefented  him  with  half-a-guinea ; 
and  this,  faid  Mr.  Howard,  was  at  a  time  when  he*  probably  had  not  another. 
.  We  retired  from  Mrs.  Williams  to  another  room.  Tom  Davies  foon  after 
joined  us.  He  had  now  unfortunately  failed  in  his  circumftances,  and  was 
much  indebted  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  kindnefs  for  obtaining  for  him  many  allevia- 
tions of  his  diftrefs.  After  he  went  away,  Johnfon  blamed  his  folly  in  quitting 
the  ftage,  by  which  he  and  his  wife  got  five  hundred  pounds  4  year.  I 
faid,  I  believed  it  was  owing  to  Churchill's  attack  upon  him, 

"  He  mouths  a  fentence  as  curs  mouth  a  bone/' 

Johnson.  «  I  believe  fo  too,  Sir.     But  what  a  man  is  he  who  is  to  be  driven 

from  the  ftage  by  a  line  ?   Another  line  would  have  driven  him  from  his  fhop." 

* 

4  Daughter  of  Dr.  Swinfen,  Johnfon's  godfather,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Defmoulins,  a  writing-roafte». 

1  I  told 
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I  told  him,  that  I  was  engaged  as  Counfel  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of     *77*- 
Commons  to  oppofe  a  road-bill  in  the  county  of  Stirling,  and  afked  him  jEtaTe^ 
what  mode  he  would  advife  me  to  follow  in  addreffing  fuch  an  audience. 
Johnson.    <c  Why,  Sir,    you  muft  provide  yourfelf  with  a  good  deal  of 
extraneous  matter,  which,  you  are  to  produce  occafionally,  fo  as  to  fill  up 
the  time  j  for  you  muft  confider,  that  they  do  not  liften  much.    If  you  begin 
with  the  ftrength  of  your  caufe,  it  may  be  lpft  before  they  begin  to  liften. 
When  you  catch  a  moment  of  attention,  prefs  the  merits  of  the  queftion  upon 
them/'     He  faid,  as  to  .one  point  of  the  merits,  that  he  thought  "  it  would  be 
a  wrong  thing  to  deprive  the  fmall  landholders  of  the  privilege  of  aflefling 
themfelves  for  puking  and  repairing  the  high  roads ;   it  was  deftroying/o  much 
liberty,  without  a  good  reqfon,  which  was  always  a  bad  thing"    When  I  men- 
tioned this  obfervation  next  day  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  pleafandy  faid,  "  What ! 
does  be  talk  of  liberty  ?     liberty  is  as  ridiculous  in  his  mouth  as  Religion  in 
mine"    Mr.  Wilkes's  advice,  as  to  the  beft  mode  of  fpeaking  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  not  more  refpe&ful  towards  the  fenate,  than 
that  of  Dr.  Johnfon.     <c  Be  as  impudent  as  you  can,  as  merry  as  you  can, 
and  fay  whatever  comes  uppermoft.     Jack  Lee  is  the  beft  heard  there  of  any 
Counfel;  and  he  is  the  moft  impudent  dog,  and  always  abufing  us." 

In  my  interview  with  Dr.  Johnfon  this  evening,  I  was  quite  eafy,  quite  ar 
his  companion ;  upon  which  I  find  in  my  Journal  the  following  reflection : 
c#  So  ready  is  my  mind  to  fuggeft  matter  for  difiatisfadtion,  that  I  felt  a  fort 
of  regret  that  I  was  fo  eafy.  I  miffed  that  aweful  reverence  with  which  I 
ufed  to  contemplate  Mr.  Samuel  Jobn/ony  in  the  complex  magnitude  of  his 
literary,  moral,  and  religious  charadter.  I  have  a  wonderful  fuperftitious 
love  of  myjiery;  when,  perhaps,  the  truth  is,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  cloudy 
darknefs  of  my  own  mind.  I  fhould  be  glad  that  I  am  more  advanced  in 
my  progrefs  of  being,  fo  that  I  can  view  Dr.  Johnfon  with  a  fteadier  and 
clearer  eye.  My  diflatisfadtion  to-night  was  foolilb.  Would  it  not  be 
foolifh  to  regret  that  we  (hall  have  lefs  myftery  in  a  future  ftate  ?  That 
we  €  now  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly,'  but,  fhall  c  then  fee  face  to  face  ?" — This 
refle&ion,  which  I  thus  freely  communicate,  will  bfe  valued  by  the  thinking 
part  of  my  readers,  who  may  have  themfelves  experienced  fimilar  ftates 
of  mind. 

He  returned  next  day  to  Streatham,  to  Mr*  Thrale's ;  where,  as  Mr. 
Strahan  once  complained  to  me,  «*  he  was  in  a  great  meafure  abforbed  from 
the  fbciety  of  his  old  friends."  I  was  kept  in  London  by  bufinefs,  and  wrot^ 
to  him  on  the  27  th,  that  "a  feparation  from  him  for  a  week,  when  we  were 
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fo  near,  was  equal  to  a  reparation  for  a  year,  when  we  were  at  four  hundred 
miles  diftance."  I  went  to  Streatham  on  Monday,  March  30.  Before  he 
appeared,  Mrs.  Thrald  made  a  very  charadteriftical  remark: — "  I  do  not 
know  for  certain  what  will  pleafe  Dr.  Johnfon :  but  I  know  for  certain  that 
it  will  difpleafe  him  to  praife  any  thing,  even  what  he  likes,  extravagandy." 

At  dinner  he  laughed  at  querulous  declamations  againft  the  age,  on  account 
of  luxury — increafe  of  London—- fcarcity  of  provifions—- and  other  fuch  topicks. 
cc  Houfes  (faid  he)  will  be  built  till  rents  fell  j  and  corn  is  more  plentiful 
now  than  ever  it  was." 

I  had  before  dinner  repeated  a  ridiculous  ftory  told  me  by  an  old  man 
who  had  been  a  paffenger  with  me  in  the  ftage-coach  to-day.  Mrs.  Thrale, 
having  taken  occafion  to  allude  to  it  in  talking  to  me,  called  it  Cf  The  ftory 
told  you  by  the  old  woman.''^—"  Now,  Madam,  (faid  I,)  give  me  leave  to 
catch  you  in  the  faft :  it  was  not  an  old  woman,  but  an  old  man%  whom  I 
mentioned  as  having  told  me  this."  I  prefumed  to  take  an  opportunity,  iR 
prefence  of  Johnfon,  of  (hewing  this  lively  lady  how  ready  fhe  was,  uninten*- 
tionally,  to  deviate  from  exa<5t  authenticity  of  narration. 

<c  Thomas  a  Kempis  (he  obferved)  muft  be  a  good  book,  as  the  world 
has  opened  its  arms  to  receive  it.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  printed,  in  one 
language  or  other,  as  many  times  as  there  have  been  months  fince  it  firft 
came  out.  I  always  was  ftruck  with  this  fentence  in  it :  c  Be  not  angry  that 
you  cannot  make  others  as  you  wifh  them  to  be,  fince  you  cannot  make 
yourfelf  as  you  wifh  to  be." 

He  laid,  "  I  was  angry  with  Hurd  about  Cowley,  for  having  publifhed  a 
feleftion  of  his  works :  but,  upon  better  confideration,  I  think  there  is  no 
impropriety  in  a  man's  publilhing  as  much  as  he  choofes  of  any  authour,  if 
he  does  not  put  the  reft  out  of  the  way.  A  man,  for  inftance,  may  print 
the  Odes  of  Horace  alone."  He  feemed  to  be  in  a  more  indulgent  humour 
than  when  this  fubjedt  was  difcufled  between  him  and  Mr.  Murphy 5. 

When  we  were  at  tea  and  coffee*  there  came  in  Lord  Trimbleftown,  in 
whofe  family  was  an  ancient  Irifh  peerage,  but  it  fuffered  by  taking  the  gene- 
rous fide  in  the  troubles  of  tfie  laft  century.  He  was  a  man  of  pleafing 
converfation,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  young  gendeman,  his  fon. 

I  mentioned  that  I  had  in  my  pofleffion  the  Life  of  Sir  Robert  Sibbald, 
the  celebrated  Scottilh  antiquary,  and  founder  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  original  manufcript  in  his  own  hand-writing i  and 

'  See  p.  59  of  this  Volume, 
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that  it  was  I  believed  the  moft  natural  and  candid  account  of  himfelf  that  ever 
was  given  by  any  man.  As  an  inftance,  he  tells  that  the  Duke  of  Perth, 
then  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  prefied  him  very  much  to  come  over  to  the 
Roman-Catholick  Faith  j  that  he  refitted  all  his  Grace's  arguments  for  a 
confiderable  time,  till  one  day  he  felt  himfelf  as  it  were  inftantaneoufly  con- 
vinced, and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  ran  into  the  Duke's  arms,  and  embraced 
the  ancient  religion  -,  that  he  continued  very  fteady  in  it  for  fome  time,  and 
accompanied  his  Grace  to  London  one  winter,  and  lived  in  his  houfehold; 
that  there  he  found  the  rigid  fading  prefcribed  by  the  church  very  fevere  upon 
him;  that  this  difpofed  him  to  reconfider  the  controverfy,  and  having  then 
feen  that  he  was  in  the  wrong*  he  returned  to  Proteftantifm.  I  talked  of  fome 
time  or  other  publifhing  this  curious  life.  Mrs.  Thrale.,  fC  I  think  you  had 
as  well  let  alone  that  publication.  To  difcover  fuch  weaknefs  expofes  a  man 
when  he  is  gone."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  it  is  an  honeft  pidture  of  human  nature. 
How  often  are  the  primary  motives  of  our  greateft  aftions  as  fmall  as 
Sibbald's,  for  his  re-converfion*"  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  But  may  they  not  as  well 
be  forgotten  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Madam,  a  man  loves  to  review  his  own 
mind.  That  is  the  ufe  of  a  diary,  or  journal."  Lord  Trimblestown. 
u  True,  Sir.  As  the  ladies  love  to  fee  themfelves  in  a  glafs ;  fo  a  man  likes  to 
fee  himfelf  in  his  journal."  Boswell.  "  A  very  pretty  allufion."  Johnson. 
"  Yes,  indeed."  Boswell.  "  And  as  a  lady  adjufts  her  drefs  before  a  mirror, 
a  man  adjufts  his  charafter  by  looking  at  his  journal."  I  next  year  found 
the  very  fame  thought  in  Atterbury's  "  Sermon,  on  Lady  Cutts."  cc  In  this 
glals  fhe  every  day  drefled  her  mind."  This  is  a  proof  of  coincidence,  and 
not  of  plagiarifm ;  for  I  had  never  read  that  fermon  before. 

Next  morning,,  while  we  were  at  breakfaft,  Johnfon  gave  a  very  earneft 
recommendation  of  what  he  himfelf  praftifed  with  the  utmoft  confcientiouf- 
nefs:  I  mean  a  ftrift  attention  to  truth,  even  in  the  moft  minute  particulars. 
"Accuftom  your  children .  (faid  he),  conftandy  to  this;  if  a  thing  happened  at 
one  window,  and  they,  when  relating  it,  fay  that  it  happened  at  another,  do  not 
let  it  pals,  but  inftandy  check  them ;  you  do  not  know  where  deviation  from 
truth  will  end."  Boswell.  "  It  may  come  to  the.  door*  and  when  once 
an  account  is  at  all  varied  in  one  circumftance,  it  may  by  degrees  be  varied 
fo  as  to  be  totally  different  from  what  really  happened."  Our  lively  hoftefs, 
whofc  fancy  was  impatient  of  the  rein,  fidgeted  at  this,  and  ventured  to  fay, 
"  Nay,  this  is  too  much.  If  Mr-  Johnfon  fhould  forbid  me  to  drink  tea.I 
would  comply,  as  I  fhould  feel  the  reftraint  only  twice  a  day;    but  litde 

variations  in  narrative  muft  happen  a  thoufand  times  a  day,  if  one  is  not 
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perpetually  watching,"  Johnson.  ".Well,  Madam,  and  you  ought  to  be 
perpetually  watching.  It  is  more  from  careleflhefs  about  truth  than  from 
intentional  lying,  that  there  is  fo  much  falfehood  in  the  world." 

In  his  review  of  Dr.  Warton's  cc  Eflay  on  the  Writings  and  Genius  of 
Pope,"  Johnfon  has  given  the  following  falutary  caution  upon  this  fubjefk: 
cc  Nothing  but  experience  could  evince  the  frequency  of  falfe  information,  or 
enable  any  man  to  conceive  that  fo  many  groundlefs  reports  Ihould  be  pro- 
pagated, as  every  man  of  eminence  may  hear  of  himfelf.  Some  men  relate 
what  they  think,  as  what  they  know;  fome  men  of  confuied  memories  and 
habitual  inaccuracy,  afcribe  to  one  man  what  belongs  to  another;  and  fome 
talk  on,  without  thought  or  care.  A  few  men  are  Sufficient  to  broach  falfe- 
hoods,  which  are  afterwards  innocendy  diffufed  by  fucceffive  relaters6." 
Had  hp  lived  to  read  what  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Mrs.  Piozzi  have  related 
concerning  himfelf,  how  much  would  he  have  found  his  obfervation  illuf- 
trated.  He  was  indeed,  fb  much  impreffed  with  the  prevalence  of  falfehood, 
voluntary  or  unintentional,  that  I  never  knew  any  perfon  who  upon  hearing 
an  extraordinary  circumftance  told,  difcovered  more  of  the  incrcdulus  odi. 
He  would  fay  with  a  fignificant  look  and  decifive  tone,  "  It  is  not  fo.  Do 
not  tell  this  again."  He  inculcated  upon  all  his  friends  the  importance  of 
perpetual  vigilance  againft  the  flighted  degrees  of  falfehood,  the  effeffc  of 
which,  as  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  obferved  to  me,  has  been,  that  all  who 
were  of  his  fchool  are  diftinguiflied  for  a  love  of  truth  and  accuracy,  which 
they  would  not  have  poflefled  in  the  fame  degree,  if  they  had  not  been  known 
to  Johnfon. 

Talking  of  ghofts,  he  faid,  cc  It  is  wonderful  that  five  thoufand  years  have 
now  elapfedfince  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  ftill  it  is  undecided  whether 
or  not  there  Jias  ever  been  an  inftance  of  the  fpirit  of  ahy  perfon  appearing 
after  death.     All  argument  is  againft  it;  but  all  belief  is  for  it." 

He  faid,  "  John  Wefley's  converfation  is  good,  but  he  is  never  at  leifuir. 
He  is  always  obliged  to  go  at  a  certain  hour.  This  is  very  difagreeable  to 
a  man  who  loves  to  fold  his  legs  and  have  out  his  talk,  as  I  do." 

On  Friday,  April  3,  I  dined  with  him  in  London,  in  a  Company  where 
were  prefent  fevcral  eminent  men,  whom  I  fhall  not  name,  but  diftinguifh 
their  parts  in  the  converfation  by  different  letters. 

F.  cc  I  have  been  looking  at  this  famous  antique  marble  dog  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  valued  at  a  thoufand   guineas,    faid  to    be  Alcibiades's  dog." 

t  Litcraiy  Magazine,  1756,  p*  37. 

JOHNSdtf. 


THE    LIFE     OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  I9I 

Johnson,  "  His  tail  then  muft  be  docked.  That  was  the  mark  of  Alci-  1778. 
biades's  dog."  E.  "  A  thoufand  guineas !  The  reprefentation  of  no  animal  )&£"£? 
whatever  is  worth  fo  much.  At  this  rate  a  dead  dog  would  indeed  be  better 
than  a  living  lion."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  not  the  worth  of  the  thing,  but 
of  •  the  fkill  in  forming  it  which  is  fo  highly  eftimated.  Every  thing  that 
enlarges  the  fphere  of  human  powers,  that  (hows  man  he  can  do  what  he 
thought  he  could  not  do,  is  valuable.  The  firft  man  who  balanced  a  ftraw 
upon  his  nofe ;  Johnfton  who  rode  upon  three  horfes  at  a  time  j  in  fhort,  all 
fuch  men  deferved  the  applaufe  of  mankind,  not  on  account  of  the  ufe  of 
what  they  did,  but  of  the  dexterity  which  they  exhibited."  Boswell.  "  Yet 
a  mifapplication  of  time  and  afliduity  is  not  to  be  encouraged.  Addifon,  in  one 
of  his  €  Spectators'  commends  the  judgement  of  a  King,  who  as  a  fuitable 
reward  to  a  man  that  by  long  perfeverance  had  attained  to  the  art  of  throwing" 
a  barley-corn  through  the  eye  of  a  needle*  gave  him  a  bufhel  of  barley." 
Johnson.  "  He  has  been  a  King  of  Scotland,  where  barley  is  fcarce." 
F.  "  One  of  the  mod  remarkable  antique  figures  of  an  animal  is  the  boar  at 
Florence."  Johnson.  "  The  firft  boar  that  is  well  made  in  marble  (hould 
be  preferved  as  a  wonder.  When  men  arrive  at  a  facility  of  making  boars 
well,  then  the  workmanfhip  is  not  of  fuch  value,  but  they  Ihould  however  be 
preferved  as  examples,  and  as  a  greater  fecurity  for  the  reftoration  of  the  art, 
ihould  it  be  loft." 

E.  "  We  hear  prodigious  complaints  at  prefent  of  emigration.  I  am 
convinced  that  emigration  makes  a  country  more  populous."  J.  u  That 
founds  very  much  dike  a  paradox."  E.  "  Exportation  of  men,  like  exporta- 
tion of  all  other  commodities,  makes  more  be  produced."  Johnson.  <c  But 
there  would  be  more  people  were  there  not  emigration,  provided  there  were 
food  for  more."  E.  cc  No  •,  leave  a  few  breeders,  and  you'll  have  more 
people  than  if  there  were  no  emigration,"  Johnson.  u  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  plain 
there  will  be  more  people, .  if  there  are  more  breeders.  Thirty  cows  in  good 
pafture  will  produce  more  calves  than  ten  cows,  provided  they  have  good 
bulls."  E.  <c  There  are  bulls  enough  in  Ireland."  Johnson,  (fmiling,) 
"  So,  Sir,  I  Ihould  think  from  your  argument."  Boswell.  "  You  faid  ex- 
portation of  men,  like  exportation  of  other  commodities,  makes  more  be 
produced.  But  a  bounty  is  given  to  encourage  the  exportation  of  corn,  and 
no  bounty  is  given  for  the  exportation  of  men  i  though,  indeed,  thofe  who  go 
gain  by  it."  R.  <c  But  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn  is  paid  at 
home."  E.  «  That's  the  fame  thing."  Johnson.  «  No,  Sir."  R.  «  A 
man  who  ftays  at  home  gains  nothing  by  his    neighbour's  emigrating." 

Boswell. 
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Boswell.  cc  I  can  underftand  that  emigration  may  be  the  caufe  that  more 
people  may  be  produced  in  a  country ;  but  the  country  will  not  therefore  be 
from  that  the  more  populous,  for  the  people  iffue  from  it.  It  can  only  be  faid 
that  there  is  a  flow  of  people.  It  is  an  encouragement  to  have  children,  to 
know  that  they  can  get  a  living  by  emigration."  R.  cc  Yes,  if  there  were 
an  emigration  of  children  under  fix  years  of  age.  But  they  don't  emigrate 
till  they  could  earn  their  livelihood  in  fome  way  at  home."  C.  cc  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  moft  unhealthy  countries,  where  there  are  the  moft  de- 
ftrudtive  difeafes,  fuch  as  Egypt  and  Bengal,  are  the  moft  populous." 
Johnson.  Cf  Countries  which  are  the  moft  populous  -have  the  moft  deftiu&ive 
difeafes.  That  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  propofition."  C.  "  Holland  is  very 
unhealthy,  yet  it  is  exceedingly  populous."  Johnson.  "  I  know  not  that 
Holland  is  unhealthy.  But  its  populoufnefs  is  owing  to  an  influx  of  people 
from  all  other  countries.  Difeafe  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  populoufnefs,  for  it 
not  only  carries  off  a  great  proportion  of  the  people ;  but  thofe  who  are  left 
are  weakened,  and  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  increafe." 

R.  <(  Mr.  E.  I  don't  mean  to  flatter,  but  when  pofterity  reads  one  of  your 
fpeeches  in  parliament,  it  will  be  difficult  to  believe  that  you  took  fo  much 
pains,  knowing  with  certainty  that  it  could  produce  no  effedt,  that  not  one  vote 
would  be  gained  by  it."  E.  "  Waving  your  compliment  to  me,  I  fhall  {ay 
in  general,  that  it  is  very  well  worth  while  for  a  man  to  take  pains  to  fpeak 
well  in  parliament.  A  man,  who  has  vanity,  fpeaks  to  difplay  his  talents ; 
and  if  a  man  fpeaks  well,  he  gradually  eftablifhes  a  certain  reputation  and 
confequence  in  the  general  opinion,  which'  fooner  or  later  will  have  its 
political  reward.  Befides,  though  not  one  vote  is  gained,  a  good  fpeech  has 
its  effeft.  Though  an  aft  which  has  been  ably  oppofed  pafies  into  a  law, 
yet  in  its  progrefs  it  is  modelled,  it  is  foftened  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  fee 
plainly  the  minifter  has  been  told,  that  the  members  attached  to  him  are  fo 
fenfible  of  its  injuftice  or  abfurdity  from  what  they  have  heard,  that  it  mufl 
be  altered."  Johnson.  "  And,  Sir,  there  is  a  gratification  of  pride.  Though 
we  cannot  out-vote  them  we  will  out-argue  them.  They  fhall  not  do  wrong 
without  its  being  fhown  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the  world."  E.  <c  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  a  mixed  body.  (I  except  the  minority,  which  I  hold 
to  be  pure  [fmiling]  but  I  take  the  whole  Houfe.)  It  is  a  mafs  by  no 
means  pure ;  but  neither  is  it  wholly  corrupt,  though  there  is  a  large  pro- 
portion of  corruption  in  it.  There  are  many  members  who  generally  go  with 
the  minifter,  who  will  not  go  all  lengths.  There  are  many  honeft  well- 
meaning  country  gentlemen  who  are  in  parliament  only  to  keep  up  the 
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confcquence  of  their  families.  Upon  moft  of  thefe  a  good  Ipeech  will  have 
influence/9  Johnson.  "  We  are  all  more  or  lefs  governed  by  intereft.  But 
intereft  will  not  make  us  do  every  thing.  In  a  cafe  which  admits  of  doubt, 
we  try  to  think  on  the  fide  which  is  for  our  intereft,  and  generally  bring  our- 
felves  to  aft  accordingly.  But  the  fubjeft  muft  admit  of  diverfity  of  colouring ; 
it  muft  receive  a  colour  on  that  ficle.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  there  are 
members  enough  who  will  nof  vote  what  is  grofely  unjuft  or  abfurd.  No, 
Sir,  there  muft  always  be  right  enough,  or  appearance  of  right,  to  keep 
wrong  in  countenance."  Boswell.  "  There  is  furely  always  a  majority  in 
parliament  who  have  places,  or  who  want  to  have  them,  and  who  therefore 
will  be  generally  ready  to  fupport  government  without  requiring  any  pretext." 
E.  "  True,  Sir ;  that  majority  will  always  follow 


c  §>uo  clamor  vocal  et  turha  faventium< 
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Boswell.  "  Well  now,  let  us  take  the  common  phrafe,  Place-hunters, 
I  thought  they  had  hunted  without  regard  to  any  thing,  juft  as  their  huntf- 
man,  the  minifter,  leads,  looking  only  to  the  prey  V  J.  "  But  taking  your 
metaphor,  you  know  that  in  hunting  there  are"  few  fb  defperately  keen  as  to 
follow  without  referve.  Some  do  not  choofe  to  leap  ditches  and  hedges  and 
rifk  their  necks,  or  gallop  over  fteeps,  or  even  to  dirty  themfelves  in  bogs 
and  mire."  Boswell.  "  I  am  glad  there  are  fome  good,  quiet,  moderate 
political  hunters."  E.  "  I  believe  in  any  body  -of  men  in  England  I  fhould 
have  been  in  the  minority;  I  have  always  been  in  the  minority."  P. 
<c  The  Houfe  of  Commons  refembles  a  private  company.  How  feldom  is 
any  man  convinced  by  another's  argument ;  paffion  and  pride  rife  againft  it." 
-R.  "  What  would  be  the  confcquence,  if  a  minifter,  fure  of  a  majority  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ftiould  refolve  that  there  fhould  be  no  (peaking  at  all 
upon  his  fide."  E.  "  He  muft  foon  go  out  That  has  been  tried  j  but  it  was 
found  it  would  not  do." 

E.  CT  The  Irilh  language  is  not  primitive  j  it  is  Teutonick,  a  mixture  of 
the  northern  tongues:  it  has  much  Englifh  in  it."  Johnson.  "  It  may  have 
been  radically  Teutonick ;  but  Englilh  and  High  Dutch  have  no  fimilarity  to 
the  eye,  though  radically  the  fame.    Once  when  looking  into  Low  Dutch,  I 

7  Lord  Boliogbroke,  who,  however  deteftable  as  a  metaphyfician,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  had 
admirable  talents  as  a  political  writer,  thus  defcribes  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  his  "  Letter  to 
Sir  William  Windham  :" — ««  You  know  the  nature  of  that  aflembly  ;  they  grow,  like  hounds, 
fond  of  the  man  who  (hews  them  game,  and  by  whofe  halloo  they  are  ufed  to  be  encouraged." 

Vou  IL  C  c  found, 
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1778*     found,  ih  a  whole  page,  only  one  wofd  fimikr  to  Englifh  5  ftrom>  likt/nam, 

iEutTr!  ^  lt  %"ficd  ***•"    E-  "  I  re»ienriber  having  feen  a  Dutch  Sonnet,  in 

Which  I  found  this  word,  roejnopies.    Nobody  would,  at  firft,  think  that  this 

couid  be  Englifti  $  but,  when  we  enquire,  we  find  rtes,  rofe,  and  nopk>  knob* 

fo  we  have  rofe-buds" 

Johnson.  f<  I  have  been  reading  Thicknefs's  travels  which  I  think  arc 
entertaining*"  Boswsll.  «  What,  Sir*  a  good  book  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir, 
Co  read  once  $  I  do  not  iay  you  are  to  make  a  ftudy  of  it,  and  digeft  it  $  and 
1  believe  it  to  be  a  true  book  in  his  intention.  All  travellers  generally  meal* 
to  tell  truth*  though  Thicknefs  obferves,  upon  Smollet's  account  of  his 
alarming  a  whole  town  in  France  by  firing  a  blunderbufs,  and  frightening  a 
French  nobleman  till  he  made  him  tie  on  his  portmanteau,  that  he  would  be  loth 
to  fay  Smollet  had  told  two  lies  in  one  page  i  but  he  had  found  the  only  towa 
in  France  where  thefe  things  could  have  happened.  Travellers  muft  often  be 
miftaken.  In  every  thing,  except  where  menfuration  can  be  applied,,  they 
may  honeftly  differ.  There  has  been,  of  late,  a  ftrange  turn  in  travellers  to 
be  difpleafed." 

E.  c<  From  the  experience  which  I  have  had— and  I  have  had  a  great 
deal — I  have  learnt  to  think  better  of  mankind."  Johnson.  "  From  my 
experience  I  have  found  them  worfe  in  commercial  dealings,  more  difpofed 
so  cheat,  than  I  had  any  notion  of;  but  more  difpofed  to  do  one  another  good 
than  I  had  conceived."  J. ' fC  Lefs  juft  and  more  beneficent."  Johnson- 
«*  And  really  it  is  wonderful,  confidering  how  much  attention  is  neceflary  for 
men  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  and  ward  off  immediate  evils  which  prefe 
upon  them,  it  is  wonderful  how  much  they  do  for  others.  As  it  is  faid  of  the 
greateft  liar,,  that  he  tells  more  truth  than  falfehood  $.  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  the 
worft  man,  that  he  does  more  good  than  evil."  Boswell*  "  Perhaps  from 
experience  men  may  be  found  happier -than  we  fuppofe."  Johnson.  "  No,. 
Sirj  the  more  we  enquire  we  fhall  find  men  the  lefs  happy."  P.  "  As  to 
thinking  better  or  worfe  of  mankind  from  experience,  fbme  cunning  people, 
will  not  be  fetisfied  unlefs  they  have  put  men  to  the  teft,  as  they  think.  There 
is  a  very  good  ftory  told  of  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  in  his  chara&er  of  a  Juftice 
•of  the  peace*  A  gentleman  brought  his  fcrvant  before  him,  upon,  an  accu- 
fation  of  having  ftolen  fome  money  from  him ;  but  it  having  come  out  that 
he  had  laid  it  purpofely  in  the  fervant's  way,  in  order  to  try  his  honefty,  Sir 
Godfrey  fent  the  matter  to  prifbn."  Johnson.  a  To  refift  temptation  once, 
is  not  a  fufficient  proof  of  honefty.  If  a  fervant,  indeed,,  were  to  refift  the 
continued  temptation  of  fUver  lying  in  a  window,  as  fome  people  let  it  lye> 
1  when 
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when  he  is  fure  his  matter  does  not  know  how  much  there  is  of  it,  Re  would  ?77*- 
give  a  ftrong  proof  of  honefty.  But  this  is  a  proof  to  which  you  have  no  ^tat!  6> 
right  to  put  a  man.  You  know,  humanly  fpeaking,  there  is  a  certain  degree 
of  temptation  which  will  overcome  aoy  virtue.  Now,  in  fo  far  as  you 
approach  temptation  to  a  man,  you  do  him  an  injury ;  and,  if  he  is  over- 
come, you  fhare  his  guilt,"  P.  cc  And,  when  once  overcome,  it  is  eafier  for 
him  to  be  got  the  better  of  again."  Boswell.  "  Yes,  you  are  his  feducer; 
you  have  debauched  him.  I  have  known  a  man  refolve  to  put  friendfhip  to 
the  teft,  by  alking  a  friend  to  lend  him  money,  merely  with  that  view,  when 
he  did  not  want  it."  Johnson.  "  That  is  very  wrong,  Sir.  Your  friend 
may  be  a  narrow  man,  and  yet  have  many  good  qualities :  narrowneis  may 
be  his  only  fault.  Now  you  are  trying  his  general  character  as  a  friend, 
by  one  particular  fingly,  in  which  he  happens  to  be  defeftive,  when,  in  truth, 
his  character  is  compofed  of  many  particulars." 

E.  cc  I  underftand  the  hogfhead  of  claret,  which  this  fociety  was  favoured 
with  by  our  friend  the  Dean,  is  nearly  out ;  I  think  he  Ihould  be  written  to, 
to  fend  another  of  the  fame  kind.  Let  the  requeft  be  made  with  a  happy 
ambiguity  of  expreflion,  fo  that  we  may  have  the  chance  of  his  fending  it 
alfo  as  a  prefent."  Johnson.  <c  I  am  willing  to  offer  my  fervices  as  fecre- 
tary  on  this  occafion."  P.  <c  As  many  as  are  for  Dr.  Johnfon  being  fecretary 
hold  up  your  hands.— Carried  unanimoufly."  Boswell.  cc  He  will  be  our 
Didtator."  Johnson.  "  No,  the  company  is  to  diftate  to  me.  I  am  only 
to  write  for  wine  j  and  I  am  quite  difinterefted,  as  I  drink  none ;  I  Jhall  not 
be  fufpedted  6f  having  forged  the  application.  I  am  no  more  than  humble 
tribe."  E.  «  Then  you  fhdl  jrefcribe."  Boswell.  «  Very  well.  The  firft  * 
play  of  words  to-day."  J.  "  No,  no$  the  bulls  in  Ireland."  Johnson.  "  Were 
I  your  Dictator  you  Ihould  have  no  wine.  It  would  be  my  bufinefs  caver e  ne 
quid  detrirnenti  Refpublica  caperet,  and  wine  is  dangerous.  Rome  was  ruined 
by  luxury,"  (fmiling).-  E.  "  If  you  allow  no  wine  as  Didtator,  you  lhall 
not  have  me  for  your  mafter  of  horfe." 

On  Saturday,  April  4,  I  drank  tea  with  Johnfon  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  where 
he  had  dined.  He  entertained  us  with  an  account  of  a  tragedy  witten  by  a 
Dr.  Kennedy,  (not  the  Lifbon  phyfician).  «  The  cataftrophe  of  it  (faid 
he)  was,  that  a  King,  who  was  jealous  of  his  Queen  with  his  prime-minifter, 
caftrated  himfelf.  This  tragedy  was  aftually  Ihewn  about  in  manufcript  to 
fcveral  people,  and,  amongft  others,  to  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  who  repeated  to  me 
two  lines  of  the  Prologue : 

G  c  a  c  Our 


( 
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c  Our  hero's  fate  we  have  but  gently  touchU; 

c  The  fair  might  blame  us  if  it  were  lefs  couch'd/ 

It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  what  abfurd  and  indecent  images  men  will  intro- 
duce into  their  writings,  without  being  fenfible  of  the  abfurdity  and  indecency. 
I  remember  Lord  Orrery  told  me,  that  there  was  a  pamphlet  written  againft 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  whole  of  which  was  an  allegory  on  the  phallick. 
obscenity.  The  Duchefs  of  Buckingham  afkcd  JLord  Orrery  who  this 
perfon  was  ?  He  anfwered>  he  did  not  know.  She  faid,  fhe  would  fend  to 
Mr.  Pulteney,  who,  flie  fuppofed,  could  inform  her.  So  then,  to  prevent 
her  from  making  herfelf  ridiculous,  Lord  Orrery  fent  her  Grace  a  note,  in- 
which  he  gave  her  to  underfland  what  was  meant." 

He  was  •  very  filent  this  evening;  and  read  in  a  variety  of  books.;  fuddenly 
throwing  down  one,  and  taking  up  another. 

He  talked  of  goiflg  to  Streatham  that  night.      Taylor-    "  You'll  be 
robbed  if  you  do ;  or  you  muft  fhoot  a  highwayman.     Now  I  would  rather 
be  robbed  than  do  that :  I  would  not  fhoot  a  highwayman."  Johnson.  "  But 
I  would  rather  lhoot  him  in  the  inftant  when  he  is  attempting  to  rob  me,  than 
afterwards  fwear  againft  him  at  the  Old-Bailey  to  take  away  his  life,  after  he 
has  robbed  me.     I  am  furer  I  am  right  in  the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 
I  may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  man  when  I  fwear :    I  cannot  be  miftaken  if  I- 
lhoot  him  in  the  aft.     Befides,  we  feel  lefs  reluftance  to  take  away  a  man's 
life  when  we  are  heated  by  the  injury*  than  to  do  it  at  a  diftance  of  time  by 
an  oath,  after  we  have  cooled."     Boswell.  "  So,  Sir,  you  would  rather  aft 
from   the    motive   of  private   paflion,    than   that  of  publick   advantage." 
Johnson.  u  Nay,  Sir,   when  I  fhoot  the  highwayman  I  aft  from  both.*' 
Boswell.  "  Very  well,  very  well. — There  is  no  catching  him."     Johnson. 
"  At  the  fame  time  one  does  not  know  what  to  fay.     For  perhaps  one  may, 
a  year  after,  hang  himfelf  from  uneafinefs  for  having  fhot  a  man 8.     Few 

• 

8  The  late  Duke  of  Montrofe  was  generally  faid  to  have  been  uneafy  on  that  account ;  but  I  can 
contradict  the  report  from  his  Grace's  own  authority.  As  he  ufed  to  admit  me  to  very  eafy  conver- 
fation  with  him,  I  took  the  liberty  to  introduce  the  fubjeft.  His  Grace  told  me,  that  when  riding 
one  night  near  London,  he  was  attacked  by  two  highwaymen  on  horfeback,  and  that  he  inftantiy 
(hot  one  of  them,  upon  which  the  other  galloped  off;  that  his  fervant,  who  was  very  well 
mounted,  propofed  to  purfue  him  and  take  him,  but  that  his  Grace  faid,  "  No,  we  have  had 
blood  enough :  I  hope  the  man  may  live  to  repent. M  His  Grace,  upon  my  prefuming  to  put  the 
queftion,  allured  me,  that  his  mind  was  not  all  clouded  by  what  he  had  thus  done  in  felf- 
defence. 

minds 
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minds  are  fit  to  be  trufted  with  fo  great  a  thing."    BOswell.  "  Then,  Sir,     177k 
you  would  not  fhoot  him?"    Johnson.  "But  I  might  be  vexed  afterwards  si2u7t> 
for  that  too."  \ 

Thrale's  carriage  not  having,  come  for  him,  as  he  expefted,  I  accom^ 
panied  him  fome  part  of  the  way  home  to  his  own  houfe.  I  told  him,  that 
I  had  talked  of  him  to  Mr.  Dunning  a  few  days  before,  and  had  laid, 
that  in  his  company  we  did  not  fo  much  interchange  converfation,  as  liften  to 
him ;  and.  that  Dunning  obferved,  upon  this,  "  One  is  always  willing  to  liften 
to  Dr.  Johnfon:"  to  which  I  anfwered,  '"  That  is  a  great  deal  from  you> 
Sir."-— "Yes,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  a  great  deal  indeed.  Here  is  a  man 
willing  to  liftenr  to  whom  the  world  is  liftening  all  the  reft  of  the  year." 
Boswell..  "I  thinks Sir,  it  is  right  to  tell  one  man  of  fuch  a  handfome 
thing,  which  has  been  faid  of  him  by  another.  It  tends  to  increafe  benevo- 
lence."    Johnson.  u  Undoubtedly  it  is  right,.  Sir." 

On.  Tuefday,<  April  7,..  I  breakfafted  with  him  at  his  houfe.  He  faid, . 
€t  nobody  was  content."  I  mentioned  to  him  a  refpeftable  perfon  in  Scotland 
whom  he  knew  -,  and  I  afferted,  that  I  really  believed  he  was  always  content. 
Johnson.  <c  No,  Sir,  he  is  not  content  with  the  prefentj  he  has  always  fome 
new  fcheme,  fome  new  plantation,  fomething  which  is  future.  You  know 
he  was  not  content  as  a  widower  -,  for  he  married  again."  Boswell.  "  But 
he  is  not  reftlefs."  Johnsok,  "  Sir,  he  is  only  locally  at  reft.  A  chymift  is 
locally  at. reft ;  but  his  mind  is  hard  at  work.  This  gendeman  has  dope  with 
external  exertions.  It  is  too  late  for  him  to  engage  in  diftant  projects." 
Boswell.  "  He  feems  to  amufe  himfelf  quite  well -,  to  have  his  attention 
fixed,  and  his  tranquillity  preferved  by  very  fmall  matters.  I  have  tried  this, . 
but  it  would  not  do  with  me."  Johnson,  (laughing)  "No,  Sir;  it  muft 
be  born  with  a  man  to  be  contented  to  take  up  with  litde  things.  Womea 
have  a  great  advantage  that  they*  may  take  up  with  litde  things,  without  dif- 
gracing  themfelves :  a  man  cannot,  except  with  fiddling.  Had  I  learnt  to 
fiddle, . I  ihould  have  done  nothing  elfe."  Boswell.  cc  Pray,.  Sir*  did  you 
ever  play,  on  any  mufical  kiftrument  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  I  once 
bought  me  a  flagelet ;  but  I  never  made  out  a  tune."  Boswell.  <c  A 
flagelet,  Sir !— fo  fmall  an  inftrument 9  ?     I  Ihould  have  liked  to  hear  you » 

9  When  I  told  this  to  Mifs  Seward,  fhefmiled,  and  repeated,  with  admirable  readinefs,  from  > 
f(  Acis  and  Galatea/' 

"  Bring  me  a  hundred  reeds  of  ample  growth, 
"  To  make  a  pipe  for  my  capacious  mouth/* 

play 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

« 

play  on  the  violincello.  That  fliould  have  been  your  inftrumcnt."  Johnsov. 
"  Sir,  I  might  as  well  have  played  on  the  violincello  as  another;  but  I  fhould 
have  done  nothing,  elfe.  No,  Sir;  a  man  would  never  undertake  great  things 
•could  he  be  amufed  with  fmalL  I  once  tried  knotting.  Dempfter's  fitter 
undertook  to  teach  me  5  but  I  could  not  learn  it."  Boswell.  a  So,  Sir,  it 
will  be  related  in  pompous  narrative,  <  Once  for  his  amufement  he  tried 
knotting ;  nor  did  this  Hercules  difflain  the  diftaff.  Once  for  his  amufe-* 
ment  he  tried  knotting."  Johnson.  <c  Knitting  of  dockings  is  a  good 
amufement.     As  a  freeman  of  Aberdeen  I  fliould  be  a  knitter  of  ftockings." 

He  afked  me  to  go  down  with  him  and  dine  at  Mr.  Thrale's  at  Streatham, 
to  which  I  agreed.  I  had  lent  him  cc  An  Account  of  Scodand,  in  1702," 
written  by  a  man  of  various  enquiry,  an  Englifh  chaplain  to  a  regiment  ftationed 
there.  Johnson.  « It  is  fad  ftuf£  Sir,  miferably  written,  as  books  in  general 
then  were.  There  is  now  an  elegance  of  ftyle  univerfally  difilifed.  No  man 
now  writes  fo  ill  as  Martin's  Account  of  the  Hebrides  is  written.  A  man 
could  not  write  fo  ill,  if  he  fliould  try.  Set  a  merchant's  clerk  now  to  write, 
-and  he'll  do  better." 

He  talked  to  me  with  ferious  concern  of  a  certain  female  friend's  €€  laxity 
of  narration,  and  inattention  to  truth."—**  I  am  as  much  vexed  (faid  he)  at 
the  cafe  with  which  fhe  hears  it  mentioned  to  her,  as  at  the  thing  itfelf.  I 
told  her,  c  Madam,  you  are  contented  to  hear  every  day  faid  to  you,  what  the 
fcigheft  of  mankind  have  died  for,  rather  than  bear.' — You  know,  Sir,  the 
higheft  of  mankind  have  died  rather  than  bear  to  be  told  they  had  uttered  a 
falfehood.     Do  talk  to  her  of  it :    I  am  weary." 

Boswell.  <c  Was  not  Dr.  John  Campbell  a  very  inaccurate  man  in  his 
narrative,  Sir.  He  once  told  me,  that  he  drank  thirteen  bottles  of  port  at 
a  fitting."  Johnson.  *  Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  that  Campbell  ever  lied 
-with  pen  and  ink ;  but  you  could  not  -entirely  depend  on  any  thing  he  told 
you  in  converfation,  if  there  was  faft  mixed  with  it.  However,  I  loved 
Campbell :  he  was  a  folid  orthodox  man :  he  had  a  reverence  for  religion. 
Though  defedtive  in  praftice,  he  was  religious  in  principles  and  he  did 
nothing  grofsly  wrong  that  I  have  heard." 

I  told  him,  that  I  had  been  prefent  the  day  before  when  Mrs.  Montagu,  the 
literary  lady,  fat  to  Mifs  Reynolds  for  her  pifture ;  and  that  flie  faid,  "  Ihe  had 
bound  up  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiftory  without  the  laft  two  offenfive  chapters  -,  for 
that  lhe  thought  the  book  fo  far  good,  as  it  gave,  in  an  elegant  manner,  the 
iubftance  of  the  bad  writers  medii  avi,  which  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton  advifed  her 

to 
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to  read."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  fhe  has  not  read  them :  fhe  (hews  none  of  this  impe-  1778. 
tuofity  to  me :  lhe  docs  not  know  Greek,  and,  I  fancy,  knows  little  Latin.  She  ^tacTJ&o! 
is  willing  you  fhould  think  lhe  knows  them ;  but  fhe  does  not  iky  (he  does/' 
Bos  well.  "  Mr.  Harrisywfco  was  prefent,  agreed  with  her."  Johnson.  "  Harris 
was  laughing  at  her,  Sir.  Harris  is  a  found  fallen  fcholar ;  he  does  not  like 
interlopers.  Harris,  however,  is  a  prig,  and  a  bad  prig  \  I  looked  into  his  book, 
and  thought  he  did  not  underftand  his  own  fyftem."  Boswell.  *  He  fays  plain, 
things  in  a  formal  and  abftraft  way,  to  be  fore;  but  his  method  is  good :  for  to 
have  clear  notions  upon  any  fubje£t  we  mud  have  recourfe  to  analytick  arrange- 
ment," Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  what  every  body  does,  whether  they  will  or 
no.  But  fometimes  things  may  be  made  darker  by  definition.  I  fee  a  cow. 
I  define  her,  Animal  quadrupes  ruminans  cornutum.  But  a  goat  ruminates,  and. 
a  cow  may  have  no  horns*  Cow  is  plainer/'  Boswell.  "  I  think  Dr. 
Franklin's  *  definition  of  Man  a  good  one— c  A  tool-making  animal." 
Johnson.  "  But  many  a  man  never  made  a  tool :  and  fuppofe  a  man  without 
arms,  he  could  not  make  a  tool/' 

Talking  of  drinking  wine,  he  faid,,  u  J  did  not  leave  off  wine  becaufe  I 
could  not  bear  k :  I  have  drunk  three  bottles  of  port  without  being  the  worfc 
for  it*  Univerfity  College  has  witneffed  this."  Boswell*  "Why  then,  Sir,, 
did  you  leave  it  off?"  Johnson..  "  Why,  Sir,  becaufe  it  is  fo  much  better  for 
a  man  to  be  fore  that  he  is  never  to  be  intoxicated,  never  to  lofe  the  power 
over  himfelf.  I  fhall  not  begin  to  drink  wine  again  till  I  grow  old,  and  want 
it."  Boswell.  "  I  think,  Sir,,  you  once  faid  to  me,  that  not  to  drink  wine 
was  a  great  deduftion  from  life  V  Johnson..  <f  It  is  a  diminution  of  pleafure,. 
to  be  fore ;  but  I  do  not  fay  a  diminution  of  happinefs.  There  is  mor?. 
happinels  in  being  rational."  Boswell.  "  But  if  we  could  have  pleafure 
always,  fhould  not  we  be  happy  ?  The  greatefj  part  of  men  would  compound 
for  pleafure."  Johnson*  u  Suppofing  we  could  have  pleafure  always,  an 
intellectual  man  would  not  compound  for  it.  The  greateft  part  of  men 
would  compound,  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of  men  are  grofs."  Boswell. 
u  I  allow  there  may  be  greater  pleafure  than  from  wine.  I  have  had  more 
pleafure  from  your  converfation..  I  have  indeed*  I  affure  you  I  have." 
Johnson-  "When  we  talk  of  pleafure,  we  mean  fenfual  pleafure.  When  a 
man  fays  he  had  pleafure  with  a  woman,  he  does  not  mean  converfation,. 
but  fomething  of  a  very  different  nature.  Philofophers  tell  you,  that 
pleafure  is  contrary  to  happinefs.     Grofs  men  prefer  animal  pleafure.   %So 

■  What  my  friend  meant  by  thefc  wordi  concerning  the  amiable  philofopher  of  Salifbury, 
I  am  at  a  |ofs  to  underftand*.  *  See  p.  154  of  thii  Volume. 
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there  arc  men  who  haye  preferred  living  among  favages.  Now  what  a 
wretch  muft  he  be,  who  is  content  with  fuch  converfation  as  can  be  had 
among  favages  !  You  may  remember  an  officer  at  Fort  Auguftus,  who  had 
•  ferved  in  America,^  told  us  of  a  woman  whom  they  were  obliged  to  bind>  in 
.order  to  get  her  back  from  favage  life."  Boswell.  u  She  muft  have  been 
an  animal,  a  beaft."    Johnson.  cc  Sir,  lhe  was  a  (peaking  cat." 

I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  become  very  weary  in  a  company  where  I 
heard  not  a  fingle  intelle&ual  fentence,  except  that  "  a  man  who  had  been 
fettled  ten  years  in  Minorca  was  become  a  much  inferiour  man  to  what  he 
was  in  London,  becaufe  a  man's  mind  grows  narrow  in  a  narrow  place." 
Johnson.  "  A  man's  mind  grows  narrow  in  a  Jiarrow  place*  whofe  mind  is 
enlarged  only  becaufe  Jie  has  lived  in  a  large  place :  but  what  is  got  by 
books  and  thinking  is  preferved  in  a  narrow  place  as  well  as  in  a  large  place. 
A  man  cannot  know  modes  -of  life  as  well  in  Minorca  as  in  London  j  but  he 
anay  ftudy  mathematicks  as  well  in  Minorca."  •  Boswell.  "  I  don't  know, 
Sir :  if  you  had  remained  ten  years  in  the  Ifle  of  Col,  you  would  not  have 
been  the  man  that  you  now  are."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  if  I  had  been  there 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five;  but  not  if  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- five/' 
Boswell.  "  I  own,  Sir,  the  fpirits  which  I  have  in  London  make  me  do 
.every  thing  with  more  readinefs  and  vigour.  I  can  talk  twice  as  much  in 
London  as  any  where  elfe." 

Of  Goldfmith  he  faid,  "  He  was  not  an  agreeable  companion,  for  he  talked 
always  for  fame.  A  man  who  does  fo  never  can  be  pleafing.  The  man  who 
talks  to  unburthen  his  mind  is  the  man  to  delight  you.  An  eminent  friend 
of  ours  is  not  fo  agreeable  as  the  variety  of  his  knowledge  would  otherwifc 
make  him,  becaufe  he  talks  partly  from  oftentation." 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Thrale's,  I  heard  one  of  the  maids  calling  eagerly 
on  another,  to  go  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  wondered  what  this  could  mean.  I 
afterwards  learnt,  that  it  was  to  give  her  a  Bible  which  he  had  brought  from 
London  as  a  prefent  to  her. 

He  was  for  a  confiderable  time  occupied  in  reading  cc  Memoires  de 
Fontenelle-"  leaning  and  fwinging  upon  the  low  gate  into  the*court,  without 
Jiis  hat. 

I  looked  into  Lord  Karnes's  "  Sketches  of  the  Hiftoiy  of  Man ;"  and 
mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnfon  his  cenfure  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  for  celebrating  his 
funeral  obfequies  in  his  life-time,  which,  I  told  him,  I  had  been  ufed  to 
diink  a  folemn  and  affefting  aft.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  man  may  dif- 
pofe  his  mind  to  think  fo  of  that  aft  of  Charles;  but  it^  is  fo  liable  to 
,-^s.  ridicule, 

/.■>■.'  *  .  i 
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ridicule,  that  if  one  man  out  of  ten  thoufand  laughs  at  it,  he'll  make  the 
other  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  laugh  too."  i  could  .not 
agree  with  him  in  this. 

Sir  John  Pringle  had  expreffed  a  wifh  that  I  would  afk  Dr.  Jbhnfbn's 
opinion  what  were  the  bell  Englifh  fermons  for  ftyle.  I  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to-day  of  mentioning  feveral  to  him.  Afterbury  ?  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir,  one  of  the  beft."  Boswell*  "  fillotfon  V%  Johnson.  "  Why  not 
now."  I  fhould  not  advife  a  preacher  at  this  day  to  imitate  Tillotfbn's  ftyle ; 
though  I  don't  know  $  I  fhould  be  cautious  of  VSbjd&ing  t6  What  hks  Ween 
applauded  by  lb  many  fuffrages.— •South  is  etae  of  the  beft,  if  you  except  h& 
peculiarities,  and  his  violence,  and  fometfrnes  coarfenefe  of  language.-— SeM 
has  a  very  fine  ftyle ;  but  he  is  not  very  theological.— 70r//a V  fenttons  tftb 
Very  elegant. — Sherlock's  ftyle  too  is  very  elegant,  though  he  has  ndt 
made  it  his  principal  ftudy.^— Arid  you  rtiay  add  Smallridge.  All  the  latfet 
preachers  have  a  good  ftyle.  Indeed,  nobody  now  talks  much  of  ftyte  i 
Every  body  compofes  pretty  well.  There  are  no  fuch  unharmonious  periods 
as  there  were  a  hundred  years  ago.  I  fhould  recommend  Dr.  Clarke's 
Sermons,  were  he  orthodox.  However,  it  is  Very  well  known  where  he  :wa* 
not  orthodox,  which  was  upon  the  dodtnne  of  the  Trinity,  as  to  which  he 
is  a  condemned  -heretick ;  fo  one  is  aware  of  it."  Boswell.  cc  I  like  Ogden's 
fermons  on  prayer  Very  much,  both  for  neatnefs  of  ftyle  and  fobtilty  df 
reaibning."  Johnson.  c<  I  fhould  like  to  read  all  that  Ogden  has  written." 
Boswell.  "  What  I  wifly  to  know  is,  what  fermons  afford  the  beft  fpecimefl 
of  Englifh  pulpit  eloquence."  Johnson.  "  We  have  no  fermons  addrefled 
to  the  paffions  that  are  godd  for  any  thing ;  if  you  mean  that  kind  of 
eloquence."  A  Clergyman,  (whofe  name  I  do  not  recollect)  cc  Were  not 
Dodd's  fermons  addrefled  to  thfe  paffions  ?"  Johnson.  "  They  were  nothings 
Sir,  be  they  addrefled  to  what  they  may." 

At  dinner,  Mrs.  Thrale  exprefled  a  wifh  to  go  and  fee  Scotland.  Johnson. 
<c  Seeing  Scotland,  Madam,  is  only  feeing  a  worte  England.  It  is  feeing  the 
flower  gradually  fade  &wly  to  the  naked  ftalk.  Seeing  die  Hebrides*  indeed* 
is  feeing  quite  a  different  fcene." 

Our  poor  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Was  foOn  to  have  a  benefit  at  Drury- 
hhe  theatre,  as  fome  relidf  to  his  unfortunate  circumftances;  We  were  all 
warmly  interefted  for  his  fuccefs,  and  had  cdntributfed  to  it.  However,  wc 
thought  there  was  no  harm  in  having  our  joke  when  he  could  not  be  hurt  by  it* 
I  propofed  that  he  fhould  be  brought  on  to  fpeak  a  Prologue  upon  the  o£ca- 
fton  $  and  I  began  to  mutter  fragments  of  what  it  might  be :  as,  that  when 
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'77*-      now  grown  old>  he  was   obliged  to  cry,  «  Poor  Tom's  a~cold" — that  he 

Muu6q[  own«l  he  had  been  driven  from  the  ftage  by  a  Churchill,  but  that  this  was 

no  difgrace,  for  a  Churchill  had  beat  the  French ;— that  he  had  been  fatyrifed 

as  "  mouthing  a  fentence  as  curs  mouth  a  bone,"  but  he  was  now  glad  of 

a  bone  to  pick. — c<  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  would  have  him  to  fay, 

*  Mad  Tom  is  come  to  fee  the  world  again/' 

*  ■ 

He  and  I  returned  to  town  in  the  evening.  Upon  the  road  I.  endeavoured 
to  maintain,  in  argument,  that  a.  landed  gentleman  is  not  under  any  obliga*- 
tion  to  refide  upon  his  eftate ;  and  that  by  living  in  London  he  does  no 
injury  to  his  country.  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  he  does  no  injury  to  his 
country  in  general,  becaufe  the  money  which  he  draws  from  it  gets  back 
again  in  circulation ;  but  to  his  particular  diftrift,  his  particular  parifh,  he 
does  an  injury.  All  that  he  has  to  give  away  is  not  given  to  thofe  who.  have 
the  firft  claim  to  it.  And  though  I  have  faid  that  the  money  circulates  back, 
it  is  a  long  time  before  that  happens.  Then,  Sir,  a  man  of  family  and  eftate 
ought  to  conGder  himfclf  as  having  the  charge. of  a  diftrid,  over  which  he 
is  to  diffufe  civility  and  happinefs." 

Next  day  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  forenoon.  He  praifed  Delaney'i 
<c  Obfervations  on  Swift  "  faid  that  his  book  and  Lord  Orrery's  might  both 
be  true,  though  one  viewed  Swift  more,  and  the  other  lefs  favourably ;  and 
that,  between  both,  we  might  have  a  complete  notion  of  Swift. 
,  Talking  of  a  man's  refolving  to  deny  himfelf  the  ufe  of  wine,  from  moral 
and  religious  confiderations,  he  faid,  "  He  fnuft  not  doubt  about  it.  When 
one  doubts  as  to  pleafure,  we  know  what  will  be  the  conckilion.  I  now  no 
jnore  think  of  drinking  wine,  -  than  a  horfe  does.  The  wine  upon  the  table 
is  no  more  for  me,  than  for  the  dog  that  is  under  the  table." 

On  Thurfday,  April  gy  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's,  with 
-  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  (Dr.  Shipley,)  Mr.  Allan  Ramfay,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Mr.  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Langton.  Mr.  Ramfay  had  lately  returned  from 
Italy,  and  entertained  us  with  his  obfervations  upon  Horace's,  villa,  which  lie 
had  examined  with  great  care.  I  reliflied  this  much,  as  it  brought  frefh  into 
my  mind  what  I  had  viewed  with  great  pleafure  thirteen  years  before.  The 
Biihop>  Dr.  Johnfon,  *  and  Mr.  Cambridge,  joined  with  Mr.  Ramfay,  in 
recolledting  the  various  lines  in  Horace  relating  to  the  fubjeft. 

Horace's  journey  to  Brundufium  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  obferved,  that 
the  brook  which  he  defcribes  is  to  he  feen  now,  exadtly  as  at  that  time ; 
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^nd  that  he  had  often  wondered  how  it  happened,  that  fmall  brooks,  fuch  as  '778- 
this,  kept  the  fame  fituation  for  ages,  notwithftanding  earthquakes,  by  which  jEtaulxi. 
even  mountains  have  been  changed,  and  agriculture,  which  produces  fuch  a 
variation  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth.  Cambridge.  "  A  Spanifh  writer 
has  this  thought  in  a  poetical  conceit.  After  obferving  that  moft  of  the  folid 
ftrudtures  of  Rome  are  totally  perifhed,  while  the  Tiber  remains  the  fame, 
he  adds, 

c  Lo  que  era  Firrne  huio  i  Jolamente> 
€  Lo  Fugitivo  permanece  i  dura" 

Johnson.  cc  Sir,  that  is  taken  from  Janus  Vitalis : 

<  ■ ■    ■  immota  labejcunt ; 

€  Et  qua  perpetuo  funt  agitata  manent" 

The  Bifliop  faid,  it  appeared  from  Horace's  writings  that  he  was  a  cheerful 
contented  man.  Johnson.  "  We  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that,  my  Lord. 
Are  we  to  think  Pope  was  happy,  becaufe.  he  fays  fo  in  his  writings  ? .  We 
fee  in  his  writings  what  he  wifhed  the  ftate  of  his  mind  to  appear.  Dr. 
Young,  yvho  pined  for  preferment,  talks  with  contempt  of  it  in  his  writings, 
and  affe&s  to  delpife  every. thing  that  he  did  not  defpife."  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph.  "  He  was  like  other  chaplains,  looking  for  vacancies :  but  that  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  clergy.  I  remember  when  I  was  with  the  army,  after  the  battle 
of  Lafeldt,  the  officers  ferioufly  grumbled  that  no  General  was  killed." 
Cambridge.  "  We  may  believe  Horace  more  when  he  fays, 

c  Rom*  Tibur  amem  ventofus  Tibure  Romam" 

Boswell.  "  How  hard  is  it  that  man  can  never  be  at  reft."  Ramsay.  "It 
is  not  in  his  nature  to  be  at  reft.  When  he  is  at  reft  he  is  in  the  worft  ftate 
that  he  can  be  in,  for  he  has  nothing  to  agitate  him.  He  is  then  like  the 
man  in  the  Irifli  fong, 

c  There  was  an  old  fellow  at  Ballanacrazy, 

c  Who  wanted  a  wife  for  to  make  him  uma/'fy." 

» 

Goldfmith  being  mentioned,  Johnfon  obferved  that  it  was  long  before  his 
merit  came  to  bh  acknowledged.  That  he  once  complained  to'  him,  in 
ludicrous  terms  of  diftrefs,  c<  Whenever  I  write  any  thing,  the  publick  make 
a  point  to  know  nothing  about  it:"  but  that  his  "  Traveller"  brought  him. 
into  high  reputation,     Lakoton.  <c  There  is  not  one  bad  line  in  that  poem  ; 
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not  one  of  Drydieij's  carefcfs  verfcsJ*    Sir  Jophua.  €C  I  was  glad  to  heat 
Charles  Fox  lay  it  was  one  of  the  fineft.  poenr>s  in  the  Eqglilh  language. 
Lanoton.  *  Why  was  you  glad  ?     You  funelyhad  no  doubt  of  this  before. 
Johnson.    "No;    the  merit  of  c  The  Traveller*  is   fo  well:  eftablifhed,, 
that  Mr.  Fox's  praife  cannot  augment  it,  nor  his  cenfure  dim|jiifti  it."     Sir 
Joshua.  "  But  his  friends  may  fufpe&  they  Had  a  too  great  partiality  for 
him."    Johnson.  c*  Nay,  Sir,  the  partiality  of  his  friends  was  all  againft 
him.     It  was  with  difficulty  we  could  give  him  a  hearing.     Goldfmith  hadi 
no  fettled  notions  upon  any  fubjedt;  fo  he  talked  always  at  random.     It 
leemed  to  be  his  intention  to  blurt  out  whatever  was  in  his  mind,  a#4  fee 
what  would  become  of  it-     He  was  angry  too  when  catched  in;  an-  abfurdity  i, 
but  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  falling  into. another  the  next  minute*.    I* 
remember  Chamier,.  after  talking  with  him  for  fome  time,,  faid,, €  Well,  V. 
do  believe  he  wrote  this  poem,  himfelf:  and;,  let  me  tell  you,  that  ia  believing; 
a  great  deal/     Chamfer  once  afked  hitn>  what  he  meant  by.  JJow^  the.  laft  WQcii 
in  the  firft  line  o£  c>  The  Traveller,' 

*  Remote,.  ujjfriendfidj,  mejaijsh<>ly,.  (tovKV 

Dici  he  mqan  tardi^c^s  of  locomotion  ?  Gpldfmith,  who,  wpqld  fay  fom&* 
thing  without  confideration;  anTwerpd,  c  %e&.'  I  was  fitting  by,;  ai$;  fy\&# 
c No,  Sir;  you  do  not  mean  tanjin$f£  ofi  locomotion;  you  mean,  thaf,  fluffs 
gifhnefs  of  mind  which  CQn)es,upQn  a*TW  w  fbjitude.'  Chamier,  believed! 
then  that  I  had  written-  the  line,  as  much  as  if  he  had'  feen  me  write  it., 
.  Goldfmith,  however,  was  a  man,  whox  whatever,  he  wrote,,  did  it  better  than) 
s^py.  otjier  mart  coufcl  do.  He  defprvedi  a.  place  io  W^ftMflitefr  Ablxyi 
W&V.  y Wl  he ,U|«rcJi  w/>uld  have  deferved  it  betflyv  I*feha4  inftaod,.  bf$e» 
j^p  pajns  tp  filljhifr  mind; wi&,  knowledge,  ffctfapfplwitcrf  it  fHoro.oitfjpfew 
to  another ;  and  it  did.  not  fettle  in  his  mind';  fo  he  could:  note  tgU)  wh&Mnf; 
•in  his  own  books/' 

We  talked  of  living  m  the.  country..  Jqh^son.  "  No  wile,  ipan  will  go  to* 
five  in  the  country,  unlefs  he  has  fomething  to  do  which  can  be  better  done* 
in  the  country.  For.  inflanpe :  ifj  he  i?.to,fh^Jjiipfelf  npfot  a  yea|yto,ftudy- 
a.  fcience,  it  is  better  to,  lpok  out%  tp  thq  raldV tlwt}  tpian^ougofitewalL 
Then,  if  a  man  walks  out  in  the  country,  th^ra  is  nobody  tp,keeg  him  from 
walkings  in  again :  but  if  a  man.  walks  out  iq>LojKlQn;  he  is.  n<tf,  fyje;  whence; 
flw^ll  walk  in  again;  A  great,  city, is,,  tp  be  fiife,  tl>e  fchoolifpr  ftudyiqg  lifc^ 
and  c  The  proper  ftudy  of  mankind  is  ipan,!  as  Pope  obfervts,"    Boswell*. 

4  aL  fancy 
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*I  fincy  Londbnis  the-  befe  place-  in  die*  world  for  fociety;  though  I  have  *778* 
heard  that  the  very  firft  fociety  of  Paris  is  ftill  beyond  any  thing  that  we  have  ^7^6^. 
here/*  Johnson.  <c  Sir,  I  queftion  if  in  Paris  fuch  a  company  as  is  fitting 
round  this  table  could  be  got  together  in-  lefs  than  half  a  year.  They  talk  in* 
France  of  the  felicity  of  mea  and  women  living  together :  the  truth  is,  that 
there  the  men  are  not  higher,  than  the  women,  they  know  no  more  than. 
women  do,  and  they  arc  not  held  down  in  their  converfation  by  the  prefcnce 
*f  women/'  Rai^&ay-  Cf  Literature  is.  upon  the  growth,  it  is  in  its  fpring  in. 
France.  Here  it  is.  rather  paffieJ1  Johnson.  "Literature  was  in  France  long; 
before*  we  had  i&  Baris  was.  the  fecond  city  fbn  the  neviual:  of  letters  :*  Italy  had 
k  firft,  to  be  fure.  What  have  we  done  for  literature,  equal  to.  whafc  was  done  by/ 
the-S&ephanv  and. others  in  France  Our  literature  came  to  us.  through  France* 
Caxton.printedi  only,  two  books*  Chaucen  andGpwen,.  that  wer#  nqt;  tranflationa 
from  the  French  ^  sad  Chancer,,  we  kno^.  t^ojc  much  frpm  the  Italians.   No,. 

Sir,  if  literature  be  in  its  faring  in  France,  it  is  a  feeond  fpriog.;  it  is  after  % 
winter..  We  are  now  before,  the  French  in  literature ;  but  we  had  it  long  after 
them.  In  England,  any  man  who  wears  a  fword  and  a  powdered  wig  is  afliamed 
to  be  illiterate.  I  believe  it  is  not  fo  xh  France*  Yet  there  is,  probably,  a. 
great- deal'  of  learning'  in.  France*  beeaufe  they  hawe  fuch,  a  number  of  religious 
efkblilhments  5  {6  man)?  men  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  ftydy.  I 
do  not  know  this ;  but  I  take  it  upon,  the  common  principles  ofi  chance*. 
Where  there-are  many  (boater*,,  ibme  will  hit/** 

Wd  talked  of  old  age.  Johnfon  (now  in  his  feventieth  year.)  faid*  cc  It  is 
a  man's  own  fault*  it-  is,  fiiom,wapfr  of  uf^.  if  his.mipd  grows  torpid  in  old 
age.**  The  Bifhop  afked,  if  a$i  old  man.  dpfiS,  not  lofe  fcfte*  than  he  gets.. 
Johnson..  u  I  think  not,  my  Lord,  if  he  exerts  himfelf.""  One  of  the  com- 
pany rafhly  obfervedj  that*  he  thought  it  was  happy;  for  an  old  man  that 
ini£nfibility  comes  upon  him*  Johnson,  (with:  a  noble-  elevation  and  difdain); 
u  No,  Sir^  V  ihould*  never  be  happy  by  beings  left  rational/*  Bishop  or 
St.  Asaph,  cc  Your  wiih  then>  Sir,  is  ytgorom  AJ*<rxo/xmc«"  Johnson.. 
u  Yes,  my  Lord •? 

His  Lordfhip  mentioned  a-  charitable  e&tbliihment'  in  Wales,,  where  people; 
were  maintained,  and  fupplied  with  every  things  upon  the  condition,  of  their 
contributing  the  weekly  produce  of  their  labour ;  and  he  faid*  they  grew  quite 
torpid  for  want  of  property.  Johnson..  c*  f  hey  have  no  objed  for.  hope- 
Their  condition  cannot  be  better..    It  is  rowing  without  a.  port*"1 

One  of  the  company  aflted  him  the  meaning  of  the  expreflion  in  Juvenal,, 
umus  lacert*.    Johnson.  "  I  think  it  clear  enough  \  as  much  ground  as  one 

W9\»Y  have  a  chance  to  find  a  lizard  upon." 

Commentator* 
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!778*         Commentators  have  differed  as  to  the  exa£b  meaning  of  the  expreflion  by 
i^iat.  69.   which  the  Poet  intended  to  enforce  the  fentiment  contained  in  the  paflage 
where  thefe  words  occur.     It  is  enough  that  they  mean  to  denote  even  a  very 
fmall  pofieffion,  provided  it  be  a  man's  own. 


Eft  aliquid  quocunque  loco  qtiocunque  recejfu, 
Unius  fefe  dominum  fecijfe  lacerta" 


This  feafon  there  was  a  whimfical  falhion  in  the  newfpapers  of  applying 
Shakfpeare's  words  to  defcribe  living  people  well  known  in  the  world;  which 
was  done  under  the  title  of  "  Modern  Cbara&ers  from  Sbakfpeare"  many  of 
which  were  admirably  adapted.  The  fancy  took  fo  much,  that  they  were 
afterwards  colkfted  into  a  pamphlet.  Somebody  faid  to  Johnfon,  acrofs  the 
table,  that  he  had  not  been  in  thofe  characters.  "  Yes  (faid  he)  I  have.  I 
fhould  have  been  forry  to  be  left  out."  He  then  repeated  what  had  been 
applied  to  him, 

"  I  muft  borrow  Garagantua's  mouth." 

Alifs  Reynolds  not  perceiving  at  once  the  meaning  of  this,  he  was  obliged 
to  explain  it  to  her,  which  had  fomething  of  an  aukward  and  ludicrous  efFedt. 
"  Why,  Madam,  it  has  a  reference  to  me  as  ufing  big  words,  which 
require  the  mouth  of.  a  giant  to  pronounce  them.  Garagantua  is  the  name 
of  a  giant  in  Rabelais."  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  amongft 
them  for  you : 

c  He  would  not  flatter  Neptune  for  his  tridenty 
c  Or  Jove  for  his  power  to  thunder." 

Johnson.  "  There  is  nothing  marked  in  that.  No,  Sir,  Garagantua  is  the  heft." 
Notwkhftanding  this  eafe'and  good  humour,  when  I,  a  little  while  afterwards, 
repeated  his  farcafm  on  Kenrick J,  which  was  received  with  applaufe,  he  afked, 
,<f  Who  faid  that  ?"  and  on  my  fuddenly  anfwepng,  Garagantua^  he  looked 
ferious,  which  was  a  fufEcient  indication  that  he  did  not  wifh  it  to  be  kept  up. 

When  we  went  to  the  drawing-room  there  was  a  rich  aflembl^ge.  Befides 
the  company  who  hadteen  at  dinner,  there  wefe  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Harris 
of  Salifbury,  Dr.  Percy,  Dr.  Burney,  Honourable  Mrs.  Cholmondeley* 
Mifs  Hannah  More,  &c.  &c. 

After  wandering  about  in  a  kind  of  pleafing  diftradtion  for  fome  time,  I 
got  into  a  corner,  with  Johnfon,  Garrick,  and  Harris    Garrick,  (to  Harris) 

*  See  p,  271  of  Vol,  I,    , 

"Pray, 
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^Pray*  Sir,   have  you  read  Potter's  <5ifchylus  ?"      Harris.  "Yes;   and      i778« 
think  it  pretty."     Garrick.  (to  Johnfon)  "  And  what  think  you,  Sir,  of  ^tat*  69[, 
it?"     Johnson.  "I  thought  what  I  read  of  it  verbiage:    but  upon   Mr. 
Harris's  recommendation  I  will  read  a  play.     (To  Mr.  Harris.)  Don't  pre- 
fcribe  two/'    Mr.  Harris  fuggefted  one,  I  do  not  remember  which.   Johnson. 
"  We  muft  try*  its  effeft  as  an  Englifh  poem  j  that  is  the  way  to  judge  of  the 
merit  of  a  tranQatiom     Translations  are,  in  general,  for  people  who  cannot 
read  the  original."     I    mentioned  the  vulgar  faying,    that  Pope's   Homer 
wa£  not  a  good  reprefentation :  of  the  original.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  the 
greateft  work  of  the  kind  that. has  ever  been  produced."     Boswell.  "  The 
truth  is,,  it  is  impoflible  perfeftly  to  trailflate  poetry*     In  a.different  language 
it  may  be  the  fame  tune,  but  it  has  not  the  fame  tone.     Homer  plays  it  on 
abaflbon;  Pope  on  a  flagelet."     Harris.  "  1  think  heroick  poetry  .is  bell 
in  blank  verfe  ; ,  yet  it  appears  that  rhyme  is  effential  to  Englifh  poetry,  from 
our  deficiency  in  metrical  quantities.     In  my  opinion,  the  chief  excellence  of 
our  language  is  numerous  profe."  Johnson.  "  Sir  William. Temple  was  the  firfl: 
writer  who  gave  cadence  to  Englifh  profe.     Before  his  time  they  were  carelcfe 
of  arrangement,  and  did  not  mind  whether  a  fentence  ended  with  an  important 
word  or  an  infignificant  word,  or  with  what  part  of  fpeech  it  was  concluded.!* 
Mr.  Langton,  who  now  had  joined  us,  commended  Clarendon.     Johnson. 
"  He  is  objedted  to  for  his  parenthefes,  his  involved  ckufes>  and  hia  want  of 
harmony.     But  he  is  fupported  by  his  matter. .  It  is,  indeed,  owing  to  a  . 
plethory  of  matter  that  his  ftyle  is  fo  faulty.     Every  Jubjlance  (fmiling  to 
Mr.  Harris)  has  fo  many  accidents.— Hlo  be  diftinft,  we  muft  talk  analytically.  . 
If  we  analyfe  language,  w£  muft  fpeak  of  it  grammatically  i   if  we  analyfe 
argument,  we  muft  fpeak  of  it  logically."   Garrick.  "  Of  all  the  tranflatlons  . 
that  ever  were  attempted,  I  think  Elplunfton's  Martial  th^  moft  extraordinary*  , 
He  confulted  me  upon  it,  who  am  a  little  of  an  epigrammatift  myfelf  you 
know.     I  told  him  freely,  c  You  don't  feem  to  have  that  turn/     I  afked  him  , 
if  he  was  ferious;    and  finding  he  was,  I  advifed  him  againft  publifhing.  .     * 
Why  his  translation  is  more  difficult. to  underftand  than  the  original.     I 
thought  him  a  man  of  fome  talents.;  but  he  feems^azy  in  this,"    Johnson*  . 
c<  Sir,  you  have  done  what  I  had  not  courage  to, do.     But  he  did  not  afk 
my  advice,  and  I  did  not  force  it  upon.hira  to  make  him  angry  with  me."  % 
Garrick.  "  But  as  a  friend,  Sir—"     Johnson.  "  Why  fuch  a  friend  as  I      - 
am  with  him— no."     Garrick.  "  But  if  you  fee  a  friend  going  to  tumble 
over  a  precipice  ?"     Johnson.  "  That  is  an.  extravagant  cafe,  Sir,     You  are 
fure  a.  friend  will  thank  you  for  hindering  him  from  tumbling  over  a  precipice :  : 

bur*, 
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but,  in  the  other  cafe,  I  Should  hurt  his  vanity,  ahd  do  him  no  good.  He 
would  not  take  my  advice.  His  brother-in-law,  Strahan,  fe'nt  him  afub- 
fcription  of  fifty  pounds,  and  laid  he  would  fend  him  'fifty  mbre>  if  he  would 
aiot  publifti."  Garrick.  a  What !  eh !  is  Strahan  &  good  judge  of  **n 
Epigram?  Is  not  he  rather  an  obtufe  man,  eh?'*  JoTtaatfN.  "  Why,  Sir, 
he  may  not  be  a  judge  of  an  Epigram :  but  you  fee  he  is  a  jndgfe  of  what  is 
not  an  Epigram."  Bosweli..  cc  It  is  eafy  for  you,  Mr.  Garrick-,  to  talk  to 
an  authotir  as  you  talked  to  Elpfrinfton :  you-,  Who  have  been  (6  lixng  the 
manager  of  a  theatre,  reje&ing  the  plays  of  pddr  aufchotrrs.  Ydu  are  *n  oid 
Judge,  who  have  often  pronounced  fentfence  df  death.  You  are  a  pra&ifed 
fiirgeon,  who  haye  often  amputated  limbs  ;  and  though  this  may  have  been  Vdr 
the  good  of  yotir  patients,  they  ckrihot  like  ydu.  Thofe  "Who  ha^fc  under- 
gone a  diteadful  operation  are  not  vefry  fond  bl  feeiftg  the  dpcfratot  again,**' 
GARiuCfc-  "  Yes,  I  know  enough  of  that.  Theifc  was  a  reverthd  gedtlfc- 
ttiafi  (Mr,  Hawkins)  who  wrote  a  tragedy,  the  ftege  of  foriiething,  which  1 
jeftrfed."  Harms.  <c  So  thiefiege  Was  faifed."  Johnson.  xc  Aye,  he  carrfe 
to  we  and  complained  -,  and  txM  me,  that  G&ttick  faid  his  play  w&s  Wrong  ?n 
the  mwcoSlion.  Now,,  what  is  the  cohcoQitift  of  &  play?"  (Here  GaVrick 
tterted,  and  twifted  himfd£  and  feetfted  forely  vexed  3  for  Johhfort  toM  hie 
he  believed  the  ftory  was  true.)  GarrKck.  tc  fc^I— I'—iaid  firfi  coheoftion. 
Johnson,  (fmiling)  «  Wfcll>  hfe  left  out  firjt.  And  Rich,  he  faid,  rrfbfed 
him  iff  falfe  EngHJb:  he  could  fhew  it  under  his  hartd."  Garrick.  «  He 
wrote  to  me  in  violent  wrath  for  having  refiifed  his  play :  c  Sir^  this  is 
growing  a  very  fefious  and  terrible  affair.  I  am  fefolved  to  pubiifli  my  pla^. 
I  will  appeal  to  the  wortd ;  and  how  will  your  judgement  appear  ?*  I 
anfwrered,  c  Sir*  notwithftaftding  all  the  ferioirfhefs,  and  all  the  telrours,  X 
have  no  objeiftion  t&  your  publilhing  your  play ;  and  as  you  livfe  at  k  great 
diftance,  (Devonftiire,  I  believe,)  if  you  will  fend  me  it>  I  will  coriVey  it  to 
the  prefs/     I  never  heard  ftiore  of  it,  ha !  ha !  ha !" 

On  Friday,  April  16,  I  found  Johnfon  at  home  ih  the  foreribbn.  We  refurtied 
the  coiiverfation  of  yefterday.  He  put  me  in  mind  of  fome  of  it  Which  had 
^fcaped  my  memory,  and  enabled  me  to  record  it  ftiore  pferfe&ly  than  t 
otherwife  could  have  done.  He  was  much  pleafed  with  my  paying  to  great 
attention  to  his  recommendation  in  1763,  the  beginning  of  our  acquaintance, 
to  keep  a  journal ;  and  I  could  perceive  he  Was  fecretly  pfeafed  to  find  fo 
'fnuch  of  the  fruit  of  his  mind  jfrefervedj  and  as  he  had  been  ufed  to 
iriiaginfc  and  fay  thfct  he  always  laboured  when  he  faid  a  good  thing — it 

delighted 
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delighted  him, .  on   a  review,  to  find  that  his  convention  teemed  with 
point  and  imagery. 

I  laid  to  him,  cc  You  were  yefterday,  Sir,  in  remarkably  good  humour : 
but  there  was  nothing  to  offend  you,  nothing  to  produce  irritation  or  violence. 
There  was  no  bold  offender*  There  was  not  one  fapital  convi&ion.  It  was 
a  maiden  afiize.     You  had  on  your  white  gloves/' 

He  found  faitlt  with  our  friend  Langton  for  having  been  too  filent.  c<  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  you  will  recolleft,  that  he  very  properly  took  up  Sir  Jofhua  for 
being  glad  that  Charles  Fox  had  praifed  Goldfmith's  c  Traveller,*  and  you  joined 
him.9.'  Johnson,  cc  Yes,  Sir,  I  knocked  Fox  on  the  head,  without  cere- 
mony. Reynolds  is  too  much  under  Fox  and  Burke  at  pnefent.  He  is 
under  the  Foxftar  and  the  Irifh  conftellation.  He  is  always  under  fome  planet." 
Boswell.  "There  is  no  Fox  ftar."  Johnson.  "  But?  there  is. a  dog  ftar/' 
Boswell.  "  They  fay,  indeed,  a  fox  and  a  dog  are  the  fame  animal/9 

I  reminded  him  of  a  gentleman  who,  Mri,  Cholmondeley  faid,  was  firft 
talkative  from  afFe&ation,  and  then  filent  from  the  fame  caufe ;  that  he  firft 
thought,  "  I  fhall  be  celebrated  as  the  livelieft  man  in  every  company  /'  and 
then,  all  at  once,  "  O !  it  is  •  much  more  refpeftable  to  be  grave  and  look 
wife/'  c<  He  has  reveifed  the  Pythagorean  difcipline,  by  being  firft  talkative, 
and  then  filent.  He  reverfes  the  courfe  of  Nature  too :  he  was  firft  the  gay 
butterfly,  and  then  the  creeping* worm/'  Johnfon  laughed  loud  and  long  at 
this  expanfion  and  illuftration  of  what  he  himfelf  had  told  me. 

We  dined  together  with  Mr.  Scott  (now  Sir  William  Scott,  his  Majefty's 
Advocate)  at  his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  nobody  elfe  there.  The  company 
being  fmall,  Johnfon  was  not  in  fuch  fpirits  as  he  had  been  yefterday,  and 
for  a  confiderable  time  little  was  faid.     At  laft  he  burft  forth,  c<  Subordina-  :' 

tion  is  fadly  broken  down  in  this  age.  No  man,  ncav,  has  the  fame  authority^  ,a«**v" 
which  his  father  had— except  a  gaoler.  No  mafter  has  it  over  his  fervants : 
it  is  diminiftied  in  our  colleges;  nay,  in  our  grammar-fchools."  Boswell. 
ci  What  is  the  caufe  of  this.,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why  the  coming  in  of  the 
Scotch."  (laughing  farcaftically).  Boswell.  "  That  is  to  fay,  things  have 
been  turned  topfy  turvey. — But  your  ferious  caufe/'     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  >* 

there  are  many  caufes,  the  chief  of  which  is,  I  think,  the  great  increafe  of' 
money.  No  man  now  depends  upon  the  Lord  of  a  Manour,  when  he  can 
lend  to  another  country,  and  fetch  provifions.  The  (hoe-black  at  the  entry 
of  my  court  does  not  depend  on  me.  I  can  deprive  him  but  of  a  penny  a 
day,  which  he  hopes  fbmebody  elfe  will  bring  him ;  and  that  penny  I  muft 
carry  to  another  fhoe-black,  fb  the  trade  fuffers  nothing.     I  have  explained, 
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in  my~*  Journey  to  the  Hebrides,'  how  gold  and  filver  deftroy  feudal  fuhordl-. 
'jJLuu  69.  nat*on*  But,  befides,  there  is  a  general  relaxation  of  reverence.  No  ton 
now  depends  upon  his  father  as  in  former  times.  Paternity  ufed  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  of  itfelf  a  great  thing,  which  had  a  right  to  many  claims.  That 
is,  in  general,  reduced  to  very  fmall  bounds.  My  hope  is,  that  as  anarchy 
produces  tyranny,  this  extreme  relaxation  will  produce  freni  Jhiftio" 

Talking  of  fame,  for  which  there  is  fo  great  a  defire,  I  obferved  how  little 
there  is  of  it  in  reality,  compared  with  the  other  objefts  of  human  attention. 
"  Let  eyery  man  recolleft,  and  he  will  be  fenfible  how  fmall  a  part  of  his  time 
is  employed  in  talking  or  thinking  of  Shakfpeare,  Voltaire,  or  any  of  the 
moft  celebrate^  men  that  have  ever  lived,  or  are  now  fuppofed  to  occupy 
the  attention  and  admiration  of  the  world.     Let  this  be  extracted  and  com-, 
preffed;    into  what  a  narrow  fpace  will  it  go!"     I  then  (lily  introduced 
Mr.  Garrick**  fame,  and  his  afiuming  the  airs  of  a  great  man.     Johnson. 
"  Sir,  it  is  wonderful  how  little  Garrick  affumes.     No,  Sir,  Garrick  fortunam  ■ 
reverenter  babet.    Confider,  Sir :  celebrated  men,  fuch  as  you  have  mentioned, 
have  had  their  applaufe  at  a  diflance  $  but  Garrick  had  it  dafhed  in  his  face, 
founded  in  his  ears,   and  went  home  every  night  with  the  plaudits  of  a 
jhoufand  in  his  cranium.     Then,  Sir,  Garrick  did  notjmd>  but  made  his  way 
to  the  tables,  the  levees,  and  almoft  the  bed-chambers,  of  the  great.     Then, 
Sir,  Garrick  had  under  him  a  numerous  body  of  people ;  who,  from  fear  of 
his  power,  and  hopes  of  his  favour,  and  admiration  of  his  talents,   were 
conftantly  fubmiflive  to  him.     And  here  is  a  man  who  has  advanced  the 
dignity  of  his  profeflion.     Garrick  has  made  a  player  a  higher  chara&er." 
Scott.  "  And  he  is  a  very  fprighdy  writer  too."     Johnson.  c<  Yes,  Sir ; 
an4  all  this  fupported  by  great  wealth  of  his  own  acquifition.     If  all  this  had 
happened  to  me,  I  Ihould  have  had  a  couple  of  fellows  with  long  poles  walk- 
ing before  me,  to  knock  down  every  body  that  flood  in  the  way.     Con- 
fider, if  all  this  had  happened  to  Cibber  or  Quin,  they'd  have  jumped  over 
the  moon. — Yet  Garrick  fpeaks  to  us."  (fmiling).    Bosweh..  "  And  Garrick 
is  a  very  good  man,   a  charitable  man."     Johnson.    "  Sir>  a  liberal  man. 
He  has  given  away  more  money  than  any  man  ;n  England.     There  may  be 
a  litde  vanity  mixed :  but  he  has  fhewn,  that  money  is  not  his  firft  obje6t." 
Boswell.  "  YetFoote  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  that  he  walked  out  with  an  intention 
to  do  a  generous  aftion  j  but,  turning  the  corner  of  a  ftreet,  he  met  with  the 
ghoft  of  a  halfpenny,  which  frightened  him."     Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that 
is  very  true,  too  $  for  I  never  knew  a  man  of  whom  it  could  be  faid  with 
le6  certainty  to-day,  what  he  will  do  to-morrow,  than  Garrick  3  it  depends 
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fo  much  on  his  hymour  at  the  time,"  Scott >  Cf  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  his 
liberality*  He  has  been  reprefented  as  very  faying."  Johnson.  «  With  his  ^J  ^ 
domeftick  faving  we  have  nothing  to  do,  I  remember  drinking  tea  with 
him  long  ago,  when  Peg  Woffington  made  it,  and  he  grumbled  at  her  for 
making  it  too  ftrong  4.  He  had  then  begun  to  feel  money  in  hi$  purfe,  and 
did  not  know  when  he  fhould  have  enough  of  .it," 

On  the  fubjeft  of  wealth,  the  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  the  effefts  of  that  art 
^which  is  called  oeconomy,  he  obferved,  cc  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  men 
of  very  large  eftates  not  only  fpend  their  yearly  income,  but  are  often 
actually  in  want  of  money.  It  is  clear,  they  have  not  value  for  what  they 
fpend.  Lord  Shelburne  told  me,  that  a  man  of  high  rank,  who  looks  into 
his  own  affairs,  may  have  all  that  he  ought  to  have,  all  that  can  be  of  any 
ufe,  or  appear  with  any  advantage,  for  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  There-* 
fore,  a  great  proportion  mud  go  in  wafte  *  and,  indeed,  this  is  the  cafe  with 
moft  people,  whatever  their  fortune  is."  Boswell.  "  I  have  no  doubt,  Sir, 
of  this.  But  how  is  it  ?  What  is  wafte  ?"  Johnson,  "  Why,  Sir,  break- 
ing botdes,  and  a  thoufand  other  things.  Wafte  cannot  be  accurately  told,  * 
though  we  are  fenfible  how  deftrudtive  it  is.  CEconomy  on  the  one  hand, 
by  which  a  certain  income  is  made  to  maintain  a  man  genteelly,  and  -wafte* 
on  the  other,  by  which,  on  the  fame  income,  another  man  lives  flubbily^ 
cannot  be  defined.  It  is  a  very  nice  thing :  as  one  man  wears  his  coat  out 
much  fooner  than  another,  we  cannot  tell  how." 

We  talked  of  war.  Johnson.  <c  Every  man  thinks  meanly  of  himfelf 
for  not  having  been  a  foldier,  or  not  having  been  at  fea."  Boswell.  w  Lord 
Mansfield  does  not"  Johnson.  **  Sir,  if  Lord  Mansfield  were  in  a  com- 
pany of  General  Officers  and  Admirals  who  have  been  in  fervice,  he  would 
fhrink ;  he'd  wifh  to  creep  under  the  table."  Boswell,  "  No ;  he'd  think 
he  could  try  them  all."  Johnson.'  "  Yes*  if  he  could  catch  them:  but 
they'd  try  him  much  fooner.  No,  Sir  j  were  Socrates  and  Charles  the 
Twelfth  of  Sweden  both  prefent  in  any  company,  and  Socrates  to  lay, 
<  Follow  me,  and  hear  a  lecture  in  philofophy  j'  and  Charles,  laying  his  hand 
on  his  (word,  to  fay,  c  Follow  me,  and  dethrone  the  Czar  /  a  man  would  be 
Alhamed  to  follow  Socrates.  Sir,  the  impreflion  is  univerfal :  yet  it  is  Arrange* 
As  to  the  failor,  when  you  look  down  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the  (pace 
below,  you  fee  the  utmoft  extremity  of  human  miiery :  fuch  croudihg,  fuch 
filth,  fuch  ftench !"    Boswell.  "  Yet  failors  are  happy."    Johnson.  "  They 

4  When  Johnfon  told  this  little  anecdote  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  he  mentioned  a  cirtumftanctf 
which  he  omitted  to-day  :—■'•  Why  (Paid  Garrick)  it  is  as  red  as  blood," 
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are  happy  as  brutes  are  happy,  with  a  piece  of  frefh  meat,  with  the  grofleft 
fenfuality.  But,  Sir,  the  profelfion  of  foldiers  and  failors  has  the  dignity  of 
danger.  Mankind  reverence  thofe  who  have  got  over  fear,  which  is  lb 
general,  a  weaknefs."  Scott.  "  But  is  not  courage  mechanical,  and  to  be 
acquired?"  Johnson.  "Why  yes,  Sir,  in  a  colleftive  fenfe.  Soldiers 
confider  themfelves  only  as  parts  of  a  great  machine."  Scott,  "  We  find 
people  fond  of  being  failors."  Johnson.  "  I  cannot  account  for  that,  any 
more  than  I  can  account  for  other  ftrangc  perverfions  of  imagination." 

His  abhorrence  of  the  profeffion  of  a  failor  was  uniformly  violent ;  but  in 
converfation  he  always  exalted  the  profeffion  of  a  foldier.  And  yet  I  have, 
in  my  large  and  various  collection  of  his  writings,  a  letter  to  an  eminent 
friend,  in  which  he  exprefles  himfelf  thus :  cc  My  god-fon  called  on  me 
lately.  He  is  weary,  and  rationally  weary,  of  a  military  life.  .  If  you  can 
place  him  in  fome  other  ftate,  I  think  you  may  increafe  his  happinefs,  and 
fecure  his  virtue.  A  foldier's  time  is  pafled  in  diftrefs  and  danger,  or  in  idle- 
nefs  and  corruption."  Such  was  his  cool  refleftion  in  his  ftudy  ;  but  when- 
ever he  was  warmed  and  animated  by  the  prefence  of  company,  he,  like  other 
philofophers,  whofe  minds  are  impregnated  with  poetical  fancy,  caught  the 
common  enthufiafm  for  fplendid  renown. 

He  talked  of  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  of  whofe  abilities  he  thought  highly,  but 
obferved,  that  he  did  not  talk  much  at  our  club.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Gibbon  re- 
mark, « that  Mr.  Fox  could  not  be  afraid  of  Dr.  Johnfon  •,  yet  he  certainly  was 
very  (hy  of  faying  any  thing  in  Dr.  Johnfon's  prefence."  Mr.  Scott  now  quoted 
what  was  fakl  of  Alcibiades  by  a  Greek  poet,  to  which  Johnfon  aflented. 

He  told  us,  that  he  had  given  Mrs.  Montagu 'a  "catalogue  of  "all  Daniel 
Defoe's  works  of  imagination;  moft,  if  not  all  of  which,  as  well  as  of  his 
other  works,  he  now  enumerated,  allowing  a  confiderable  (hare  of  merit  to  a 
man,  who,  bred  a  filverfmith,  had  written  fo  varioufly  and  fo  well.  Indeed, 
his  "  Robinfon  Crufoe"  is  enough  of  itfelf  to  eftablifh  his  reputation. 

He  exprefied  great  indignation  at  the  impofture  of  the  Cock-lane  Ghoft^ 
and  related,  with  much  fatisfa&ion,  how  he  had  aflifted  in  detefting  the  cheat*, 
and  had  publilhed  an  account  of  it  in  the  newfpapers.  Upon  this  fubjeft  I 
incautioufly  offended  him,  by  preffing  him  with. too  many  queftions,  and  he 
fhewed  his  difpleafure.  I  apologifed,  faying  that w  I  aflced  queftions  in  order  to 
be  inftrufted  and  entertained ;  I  repaired  eagerly  to  the  fountain  j  but  that  the 
moment  he  gave  me  a  hint,  the  moment  he  put  a  lock  upon*  the  well,  I 
ifefifted." — "  But,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  that  is  forcing  one  to  do  a  difagreeable 
thing :"  and  he  continued  to  rate  me,    "  Nay,  Sir,  (&id  I,)  when  you  have 

put, 
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put  a  lock  upon  the  well,  fo  that  I  can  no  longer  drink,  do  not  make  the 
fountain  of  your  wit  play  upon  me  and  wet  me." 

He  fometimes  could  not  bear  being  teazed  with  queftions.  I  was  once 
prefent  when  a  gentleman  alked  fo  many,  as,  "  What  did  you  do,  Sir? 
"  What  did  you  fay,  Sir  ?"  that  he  at  laft  grew  enraged,  and  faid,  "  I  will 
not  be  put  to  the  queftion.  Don't  you  confider,  Sir,  that  thefe  are  not  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman  ?  I  will  not  be  baited  with  what,  and  why ;  what  is 
this?  what  is  that?  why  is  a  cow's  tail  long?  why  is  a  fox's  tail  bufhy?" 
The  gentleman,  who  was  a  good  deal  out  of  countenance,  faid,  <c  Why,  Sir, 
you  are  fo  good,  that  I  venture  to  trouble  you:"  Johnson.  "Sir,  my  being 
fo  good  is  no  reafbn  whjr  you  fhould  be  fo  ///." 

Talking  of  the  Juftitia  hulk  at  Woolwich,  in  "vtfiich  criminals  were  puniflied,' . 
by  being  confined  to  labour,  he  faid j  cc  I  do  not  fee  that-  they  are  punifhed 
by  this:    they  muft  have  worked  equally  had   they  never  been  guilty  of 
ftealing.     They  now  only  workj  fo,  after  all,  they  have  gamed;  what  they 
ftole  is  clear  gain  to  them ;   the  confinement  is  nothing;     Every  man  who  • 
works  is  confined :  the  fmith  to  his  (hop,  the  tailor  to  his  garret."    Boswell. 
"  And  Lord  Mansfield  to  his  Court."    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.     You  know 
the  notion  of  confinement  may  be  extended;  as  in  the  fong,  c  Every  ifland  is . 
a  prifon.'     There  is,  in  Dodfley's  collection*  a  copy  of  verfes  to  the  authour, 
of  that  fong.1' 

Smith's  Latin  verfes  on  Pocqckej  the  great  traveller,  were  mentioned .  He. 
repeated  fome  of  them,  and  faid  they  were  Smith's  beft  verfes. 

He  talked  with  an  uncommon  animation  of  travelling  into  diftant  countries^ 
that  the  mind  was  enlarged  by  it,  and   that  an  acquifition  of -dignity  of 
charafterwas  derived  from  it.     He  expreflcd  a  particular  enthufiafm  with 
refpeft  to  vifiting  the  wall  of  China.     I  catched  it  for  the  moment,  and  faid  ' 
I  really  believed  I  fhould  go  and  fee  the  wall  of  China  had  I  not  children,  of 
whom  it  was  my  duty  to  take  care..    "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  by  doing  fo,  you  would 
do  what  would  be  of  importance  in  railing  your  children  to  eminence.  There 
.would  be  a  luftre  reflefted  upon  them  from  your  fpirit  and  curiofity.    They 
would  be  at  all  times  regarded  as  the  children  of  a  man  who  had  gone  to  • 
view  the  wall  of  China.     I  am  ferious,  Sir." 

When  we  had  left  Mr.  Scott's,  he  faid,  "  Will  you  -go  home  with  me  ?" 
"  Sir,  (faid  I,)  it  is  late  5  but  I'll  go  with  you  for  three  minutes."  Johnson. 
cc  Or  four"  We  went  to  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  where  we  found  Mr.  Allen 
the  printer,  who  was  the  landlord  of  his  houfe  in  Bolt-court,  a  worthy 
obliging  man,  and  his  very  old  acquaintance  $  and  what  was  exceedingly 

amufing, .. 
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amufing,  though  he  was  of  a  vefy  diminutive  ike,  he  ufed,  even  ift  Johnfon'-s 
prefence,  to  imitate  the  (lately  periods  and  flow  and  folemn  utterance  of  the 
great  man.  I  this  evening  boasted,  that  although  I  did  not  write  what  is 
called  Renography,  or  fhort-hand,  in  appropriated  characters  devifcd  for  the 
purpofe,  I  had  a  method  of  my  own  of  writing  half  words,  and  leaving  out 
fome  altogether,  fo  as  yet  to  keep  the  fubftance  and  language  of  any  difcourfe 
which  I  heard  fo  much  in  view,  that  I  could  give  it  very  completely  foon  after 

■ 

taking  it  down.  He  defied  me,  as  he  had  once  defied*  an  aftual  fhort-hand 
writer  j  and  he  made  the  experiment  by  reading  (lowly  and  diftin&ly  a  part  of 
Robertfon's  "  Hiftory  of  America,"  while  I  endeavoured  to  write  it  in  my 
way  of  taking  notes.     It  was  found  that  I  had  it  very  imperfeftly ;  the  con- 

•  clufion  from  which  yfas,  that  its  excellence  was  principally  owing  to  a  ftudied 
arrangement  of  words,  which  could  not  be  varied  Qt  abridged  without  an 
eflential  injury. 

On  Sunday,  April  1 2,  I  found  him  at  home  before  dinner ;  Dr.  D odd's 
poem  entitled  "  Thoughts  in  Prifon,"  was  lying  upon  his  table.  This 
appearing  to  me  an  extraordinary  effort  by  a  man  who  was  in  Newgate  for 
*  capital  crime,  I  was  defirous  to  hear  Johnfon's  opinion  of  it:  to  my 
furprize,  he  told  me  he  had  not  read  a  line  of  it.  I  took  up  the  book  and 
read  a  pafiage  to  him.  Johnson.  "Pretty  well,  if  you  are  previoufly 
difpofed  to  like  them."  I  read  another  paflage,  with  which  he  was  better 
pleafed.  He  then  took  the  book  into  his  own  hands,  and  having  looked  at 
the  prayer  at  the  end  of  it,  he  faid,  "  What  evidence  is  there  that  this  was 
compofed  the  night  before  he  fufFered.  /do  not  believe  it."  He  then  read 
aloud  where  he  prays  for  the  King,  &c.  and  obferved,  "  Sir,  'do  you  think 
that  a  man  the  night  before  he  is  to  be  hanged  cares  for  the  fucceflion  of  a 
royal  family  ?  Though  he  may  have  compofed  this  prayer  then.  A  man 
who  has  been  canting  all  his  life  may  cant  to  the  laft.  And  yet' a  man  who 
has  been  refufed  a  pardon  after  fo  much  petitioning,  would  hardly  be  praying 
thus  fervently  for  the  King." 

He  and  I,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  went  to  dine  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy. 
Talking  of  Goldfmith,  Johnfon  faid,  he  was  very  envious.  I  defended  him, 
by  obferving  that  he  owned  it  frankly  upon  all  occafions.  Johnson.  "  Sir> 
you  are  enforcing  the  charge.     He  had  fo  much  envy  that  he  could  not 

,  conceal  it.     He  was  fo  full  of  it  that  he  overflowed.     He  talked  of  it  to  be 

fure  often  enough.   Now,  Sir,  what  a  man  avows,  he  is  not  alhamed  to  think  * 

though  many  a  man  thinks,  what  he  is  afhamed  to  avow.    We  arc  all  envious 

jiaturallyi    but  by  checking  envy  we  get  the  better  of  it.     So  we  are  aJJ 

thieve* 
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thieves  naturally;  a  child  always  tries  to  get  at  what  it  wants,  the  neareft      i778* 
wsy*  by  good  inftru&ion  and  good  habits  this  is  cured,  till  a  man  has  not  ^EtatTTo! 
even  ^n  inclination  to  feize  what  is  another's ;  has  no  ftruggle  with  himfelf 
about  it." 

And  here  I  fhall  record  a  fcene  of  too  much  heat  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and 
Dr.  Percy,  which  I  fhould  have  fupprefled,  were  it  not  that  it  gave  occafion 
to  difplay  the  truely  tender  and  benevolent  heart  of  Johnfon,  who  as  foon  as 
he  found  a  friend  was  at  all  hurt  by  any  thing  which  he  had  "  faid  in  his  ~ 
wrath,"  was  not  only  prompt  and  defirous  to  be  reconciled,  but  exerted  him- 
felf to  make  ample  reparation. 

Books  of  Travels  having  been  mentioned,  Johnfon  praifed  Pennant  very 
highly,  as  he  did  at  Duhvegan,  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky  5.     Dr.  Percy  ftill  holding 
himfelf  as  the  heir  male  of  the  ancient  Percies,  and  having  the  warmeft  and 
moft  dutiful  attachment  to  the  noble  houfe  of  Northumberland,  could  not  fit 
quietly  and  hear  a  man,  praifed,  who  had  fpoken  difrefpe&fully  of  Alnwick- 
Caftle  and  the  Duke's  pleafure-grounds,  efpecially  as  he  thought  meanly  of 
his  travels.     He  therefore  oppofed  Johnfon  eagerly.     Johnson.  <c  Pennant 
in  what  he  has  faid  of  Alnwick,  has  done  what  he  intended ;  he  has  made  you 
very  angry."     Percy.  "  He  has  faid  the  garden  is  trim,  which  is  repre- 
fenting  it  like  a  citizen's  parterre,  when  the  truth  is,  there  is  a  very  large 
extent  of-  fine  turf  and  gravel  walks."     Johnson.  "  According  to  your  own  < 
account,  Sir,  Pennant  is  right.     It  is  trim.     Here  is.  grafs  cut  dole,  and 
gravel  rolled  fmooth.     Is  not  that  trim  ?  The  extent  is  nothing  againft  that ;  . 
a  mile  may  be  as  trim  as  a  fquare  yard.     Your  extent  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
citizens*  enlarged  dinner,  two  pieces  of  roaft-beef,  and  two  puddings;     There 
is  no  variety,  no  mind  exerted  in  laying  out  the  ground,  no  trees."     Percy.  - 
"  He  pretends  to  give  the  natural  hiftory  of  Northumberland,  and  yet  takear 
no  notice  of  the  immenfe  number  of  trees  planted  there  of  late."    Johnson, 
"  That,  Sir,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  natural  hiftory;  that  is  civil  hiftory.. 
A  man  who  gives  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  oak,  is  not  to  tell  how  many : 
oaks  have  been  planted  in  this  place  or  that.     A  man  who  gives  the  natural  * 
hiftory  of  the  cow,  is  not  to  tell  how  many  cows  are  milked  at  Islington.  . 
The  animal  is  the  fame,  whether  milked  in  the  Park  or  at  Iflington."   Percy* 
"Pennant  does  not  defcribe  well;    a   carrier  who  goes   along  the  fide  of- 
Lochlomond  would  defcribe  it  better."     Johnson.  "  I  think  he  defcribes 
very  well."     Percy.  "  I  travelled  after  him."     Johnson.  "  And  I  travelled  • 

5  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  edit,  3,,  p»  2zx.  . 
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after  him."    Percy,  «  But,  my  good  friend,  you  arc  fhortvfighted,  and  do* 
not  fee  fo  welj  as  I  do/1     I  wondered  at  Dr.  Percy's  venturing  thus.     Dr. 
Johnfon  faid  nothing  at  the  time ;  but  inflammable  particles  were  collecting 
for  a  cloud  to  burft.     In  a  little  while  Dr.  Percy  faid  fomething  more  in 
difparagement  of  Pennant.     Johnson,  (pointedly)  <c  This  is  the  refentment 
of  a  harrow  mind,  becaufe  he  did  not  find  every  thing  in  Nortiaimberland." 
Percy,  (feeling  thfe   ftroke)  <c  Sir,   you   may  be  as    rude  as  you  pleafe." 
Johnson.  <c  Hold,  Sir!  Don't  talk  of  rudenefs;  remember,  Sir,  you  told  me 
(puffing  hard  with  paffion  ftruggling  for  a  vent)  I  was  fhort-fighted.     "We 
have  done  with  civility.     We  are  to  be  as  rude  as  we  pleafe."     Percy. 
c*  Upon  my  honour,  Sir,  I  did  not  mean  to  be  uncivil/'     Johnson,  "  I  can- 
not fay  fo,  Sir  j  for  I  did  mean  to  be  uncivil,  thinking  you  had  been  uncivil." 
Dr.  Percy  rofe,  ran  up  to  him,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,-  affured  him 
affe&ionately  thatjjis  meaning  had  been  mifunderftood  *  upon  which  a  recon- 
ciliation inftantly  took  place,     Johnson,  €*  My  dear  Sir,  I  am  willing  you 
lhall  bang  Pennant."     Percy,  (refuming  the   former  fubjeft)   c<  Pennant 
complains  that  the  helmet  is  not  hung  out  to  invite  to  the  hall  of  holpitality. 
Now  I  never  heard  that  it  was  a  cuftom  to  hang  out  a  helmet"    Johnson* 
"  Hang  him  up,  hang  him  up."     Boswell.  (humouring  the  joke)  <c  Hang 
out  his  fkull  inftead  of  a  helmet,  and  you  may  drink  ale  out  of  it  in  your 
hall  of  Odin,  as  he  is  your  enemy*  that  will  be  truly  ancient.     There  will 
be    c  Northern  Antiquities."     Johnson.  <c  He's  a  Whig>   Sir  j  a  fad  dog 
(fmiling  at  his  own    violent   expreflions,  merely  for  political  difference  of 
opinion).     But  he's  the  beft  traveller  I  ever  read*  he  obferves  more  things 
than  any  one  elfe  does." 

I  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was  too  high  praife  of  a  writer 
who  traverfed  a  wide  extent  of  country  in  fuch  hafte,  that  he  could  put 
together  only  curt  frittered  fragments  of  his  own,  and  afterwards  procured 
fgpplemental  intelligence  from  parochial  minifters,  and  others  not  the  belfc 
qualified  or  moft  impartial  narrators,'  whofc  ungenerous  prejudice  againft  thte 
houfe  of  Stuart  glares  in  mifreprefentation ;  a  writer,  who  at  beft  -treats 
merely  of  fuperficial  objefts,  and  (hews  no  philofophical  inveftigation  of 
character  and  manners,  fuch  as  Johnfon  has  exhibited  in  his  mafterly 
"Journey,"  oyer  part  of  the  fame  ground  -9  and  who  it  (hould  feem  from  a 
defire  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  Scotch,  has  flattered  the  people  of 
North-Britain  fo  inordinately  and  with  fo  litde  difcrimination,  that  the  judicious 
and  candid  amongft  them  muft  be  difgufted,  while  they  value  more  the  plain, 
juft,  yet  kindly  report  of  Johnfon. 

We 
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We  had  a  calm  after  the  ftarm,  ftaid  the  evening  and  fupt,  and  were  «778- 
pleafant  and  gay.  But  Dr.  Percy  told  me  he  was  very  uneafy  at  what  had  j£Mt  69. 
pafled ;  for  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  had  recently  been  admitted  into 
the  confidence  of  the  Northumberland  family,  to  whom  he  hoped  to 
appear  more  refpe&able,  by  fhewing  him  how  intimate  he  was  with  the 
great  Dr.  Johnfon;  and  now  the  gendeman  would  go  away  with-  an  impreffion 
much  to  his  difadvantage,  as  if  Johnfon  treated  him  with  difregard,  which 
might  do  him  an  effential  injury.  He  begged  I  would  mention  this  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  which  I  afterwards  did.  His  obfervation  upon  it  was,  "This 
comes  of  ftratagemi  had  he  told  me  that  he  wifhed  to  appear  to  advantage 
before  that  gentleman,  he  fhould  have  been  at  the  top  of  the  houfe  all  the 
time."  He  fpoke  of  Dr.  Percy  in  the  handfomeft  rtmrte.  cc  Then,  Sir, 
(laid  I,)  may  I  be  allowed  to  fuggeft  a  mode  by  which  you  may  effe6bually 
counteradt  any  unfavourable  report  of  what  pafled.  I  will  write  a  letter  to 
you  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  unlucky  conteft  of  that  day,  and  you  will  be 
kind  enough  to  put  in  writing  as  an  anfwer  to  that  letter,  what  you  have  now 
faid,  and  in  fhort  afl  that  you  can  fay  to  Dr.  Percy's  advantage;  and  as 
Lord  Percy  is  to  dine  with  us  at  General  Paoli's  foon,  I  will  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  read  the  correfpondence  in  his  Lord(hiprs  pretence*  This  friendly 
fcheme  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution  without  Dr.  Percy's  know- 
ledge. Johnfon's  letter  was  ftudioufly  framed  to  place  Dr.  Percy's  un- 
queftionable  merit  in  the  faireft  -point  of  '  view ;  and  I  contrived  that  Lord 
Percy  fhould  hear  the  coroefpondence,  by  introducing  it  at  General  Paoli's, 
as  an  inftance  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  kind  difpofition  towards  one  in  whom  his 
Lordfhip  was  interefted.  Thus  our  friend  Percy  was  raifed  higher  in  the 
eftimation  of  thofe  by  whom  he  wifhed  mod  to  be-  regarded.  I  breakfafted 
the  day  after  with  him,  and  informed  him  of  my  fcheme,  and  its  happy 
•  completion,  for  which  he  thanked  me  in  the  warmeft  terms,  and  was  highly 
delighted  with  Dr.  Johnfon's  letter  in  his  praife,  of  which  I  gave  him  a 
copy.  He  faid,  <c  I  would  rather  have  this  than  degrees  from  all  the 
Univerfities  in  Europe.  It  will  be  for  me,  and  my  children  and  grand- 
children." Dr.  Johnfon  having  afterwards  aflced  me  if  I  had  given  him  a 
copy  of  it,  and  being  told  I  had,  was  offended,  and  infifted  that  I  fhould  get 
it  back,  which  I  did.  A9,  however,  he  did  not  defire  me  to  deftroy  either 
the  original  or  the  copy,  or  forbid  me  to  let  it  be  feen,  I  think  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  apply  to.it  his  general  declaration  to  me  concerning  his  other 
letters,  "  That  he  did  not  choofe  diey  fhould  be  publifhed  in  his  life-time ; 
but  had  no  objection  to  their  appearing  after  his  death."    I  fhall  therefore 

Vol.  II.  F  f  infert 
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1778.     infert  this  kindly  correfpondence,  having  faithfully  narrated  the  circumftances 
itat^69!  accompanying  it.  -  , 

To  %>r,  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 

«  j  B£G  leave  to  addrefs  you  in  behalf  of  our  friend  Dr.  Percy;  who 
was  much  hurt  by  what  you  faid  to  him  that  day  we  dined  at  his  houfe*  j 
when,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difpute  as  to  Pennant's  merit  as  a  traveller,  you  m 
told  Percy  that  c  he  had  the  refentment  of  a  narrow  mind  againft  Pennant, 
becaufe  he  did  not  find  every  thing  in  Northumberland.'  Percy  is  fenfibk 
.  that  you  did  not  mean  to  injure  him ;  but  he  is  vexed  to  think  that  your 
behaviour  to  him  upon  that  occafion  may  be  interpreted  as  a  proof  that  he  is 
defpifed  by  you,  which  I  know  is  not  the  cafe.  I  have  told  him,  that  the 
charge  of  being  narrow-minded  was  only  as  to  the  particular  point  in 
queftion ;  and  that  he  had  the  merit  of  being  a  martyr  to  his  noble  family. 

«  Earl  Percy  is  to  dine  with  General  Paoli  next  Friday ;  and  I  fhould  be 

fincerely  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  fatisfy  his  Lordfhip  how  well  you 

think  of  Dr.  Percy,  who*  I  find,  apprehends  that  your  good  opinion  of  him 

may  be  of  very  eflential  confequence  5  and  who  allures  me>  that  he  has  die 

.  higheft  refpeft .  and  the  warmeft  affedtion  for  you. 

"  I  have  only  to  add*  that  my  fuggefting  this  occafion  for  the  exercife  of 
your  candour  and  generofxty,    is  altogether  unknown  to  Dr.  Percy,   and 
proceeds  from  my  good-will  towards  him,  and  my  perfuafion  that  you  will 
be  happy  to  do  him  an  eflential  kindnefs.     I  am,   more  and  more,  my 

dear  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  faithful 

"  And  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

€<  James  Boswell." 

To  James  Boswell,  E/q. 
«  Sir* 

«  THE  debate  between  Dr.  Percy  and  me  is  one  of  thofe  foolifh 
controverfies,  which  begin  upon  a  queftion  of  which  neither  party  cares  how 
it  is  decided,  and  which  is,  neverthelefs,  continued  to  acrimony,  by  the 
vanity  with  which  every  man  refills  confutation.  Dr.  Percy's  warmth  pro- 
ceeded from  a  caufe  which,  perhaps,  does  him  more  honour  than  he  could 

*  Sunday,  April  12,  1778* 

have 
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have  derived  from  jufter  criticifm.  His  abhorrence  of  Pennant  proceeded  l1l*- 
from  his  opinion  that  Pennant  had  wantonly  and  indecently  cenfured  his  ^tat.  69. 
patron.  His  anger  made  him  refolve  that  for  having  been  once  wrong,  he 
never  fliould  be  right.  Pennant  has  much  in  his  notions  that  I  do  not  like ; 
but  ftill  I  think  him  a  very  intelligent  traveller.  If  Percy  is  really  offended, 
I  am  forry ;  for  he  is  a  man  whom  I  never  knew  to  offend  any  one.  He 
is  a  man  very  willing  to  learn,  and  very  able  to  teach  j  a  man,  out  of  whofc 
company  I  never  go  without  having  learned  fome thing.  It  is  fure  that  he 
vexes  me  fometimes,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  by  making  me  feel  my  own  igno- 
rance. So  much  extenfion  of  mind,  and  fo  much  minute  accuracy  of 
enquiry,  if  you  furvey  your  whole  circle  of  acquaintance,  you  will  find  fo 
fcarce,  if  you  find  it  at  all,  that  you  will  value  Percy  by  comparifon.  Lord 
Hailes  is  fomewhat  like  him  :  but  Lord  Hailes  does  not,  perhaps,  go  beyond 
him  in  refearch  j  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  equals  him  in  elegance.  Percy's 
attention  to  poetry  has  given  grace  and  fplendour  to  his  ftudies  of  antiquity. 
A  mere  antiquarian  is  a  rugged  being. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  you  fee  that  what  I  might  fay  in  fport  or  petulance  to 
him*  is  very  confident  with  full  conviftion  of  his  merit.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft,  &c. 
■"  April  23,  1778.  Sam.  Johnsom." 

Ta  the  Reverend  Dr.  Percy,  Nortbumberland-boufe. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Permantian contro* 
verfyj  and  have  received  from  him  an  anfwer  which  will  delight  you.  I  read 
it  yefterday  to  Dr.  Robertfoii,  at  the  Exhibition  j  and  at  dinner  to  Lord 
Percy,  General  Oglethorpe,  &c.  who  dined  with  us  at  General  Paoli's ;  whQ 
was  alfo  a  witnefs  to  the  high  teftimmy  to  your  honour. 

"  General  Paoli  defires  the  favour  of  your  company  next  Tuefday  to 
dinner,  to  meet  Dr.  Johnfon.  If  I  can,  I  will  call  on  you  to-day.  I  am, 
with  fincere  regard, 

«  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

•*  South  Audley-ftrcet,  April 25.  JaMBS  Boswell" 

On  Monday,  April  13,  I  dined  whh  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Langton'sa  where  were 
Dr.  Porteus,  then  Bifliop  of  Chefter,  now  of  London,  and  Dr..Sti§ton.     He 

F  f  2  was 
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was  at  firft  in  a  very  fllcnt  frame.  Before  dinner  he  faid  nothing  but  "  Pretty 
baby,"  to  one  of  the  children.  Langton  faid  very  well  to  me  afterwards, 
that  he  could  repeat  Johnfon's  convention  before  dinner,  as  Johnfon  had 
fcid  that  he  could  repeat  a  complete  chapter  of  "  The  Natural  Hiftory  of 
Iceland,"  from  the  Danifli  oiHorrebow,  the  whole  of  which  was  exa&ly  thus; 

cc  Chap.  LXXII.     Concerning  Jhakes. 
"  There  are  no  fnakes  to  be  met  with  throughout  the  whole  ifland." 


cc 
cc 


At  dinner  we  talked  of  another  mode  in  the  news-papers  of  giving  modern 
chara&ers  in  fentences  from  the  clafllcks,  and  of  the  paflage 

"  Parcus  Deorum  cultor>  et  infrequent; 

Infanientis  dum  Japientia 

Confultus  erro,  nunc  retrorsilm 
cc  Vela  dare,  atque  iterare  cur/us 
t4  Cogor  reli&os :" 

being  well  applied  to  Soame  Jennyns  j  who,  after  having  wandered  in  .the 
wilds  of  infidelity,  had  returned  to  the  Chriftian  faith.  Mr.  Langton  afked 
Johnfon  as  to  the  propriety  of fapenti*  confultus.  Johnson.  "  Though  confultus 
was  primarily  an  adje&ive,  like  amicus  it  came  to  be  ufed  as  a  fubftantive. 
So  we  have  Juris-confultus>  a  confult  in  law." 

We  talked  of  the  ftyles  of  different  painters,  and  how  certainly  a  con- 
noifleur  could  diftinguifh  them.  I  afked  if  there  was  as  clear  a  difference  of 
ftyles  in  language  as  in  painting,  or  even  as  in  hand-writing,  fo  that  the  com- 
pofition  of  every  individual  may  be  diftinguifhed  ?  Johnson.  <c  Yes. 
Thofe  who  have  a  ftyle  of  eminent  excellence,  fuch  as  Dryden  and  Milton, 
can  always  be  diftinguifhed."  I  had  no  doubt  of  this ;  but  what  I  wanted 
to  know  was,  whether  there  was  really  a  peculiar  ftyle  to  every  man  what- 
ever, as  there  is  certainly  a  peculiar  hand-writing,  a  peculiar  countenance* 
not  widely  different  in  many,  yet  always  enough  to  be  diftin&ive : 

'    "  «     Fades  non  omnibus  una 

«  Nee  diverfa  tamtn"  — — 

The  Bifliop  thought  not  $  and  faid,  he  fuppofed  that  many  pieces  in  Dodfley's 
collection  of  poems,  though  all  very  pretty,  had  nothing  appropriated  in  their 
ftyle,  and  in  that  particular  could  not  be  at  all  diftinguifhed.  Johnson. 
a  Why,  Sir*  1  think  every  man  whatever  has  a  peculiar  ftyle,  which  may  be 

3  difcovered 
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difcovercd  by  nice  examination  and  comparifon  with  others :  but  a  man  muft     1778. 
write  a  great  deal  to  make  his  ftyle  obvioufly  difcernable.    As  logicians  fay,  ^tatv,  5^ 
this  appropriation  of  ftyle  is  infinite  inpteftate>  limited  in  afifu" 

Mr.  Topham  Beauclerk  came  in  the  evening,  and  he  and  Dr.  Johnfon  and 
t  ftaid  to  fupper.  It  was  mentioned  that  Dr.  Dodd  had  once  wilhed  to  be  a 
member  of  The  Literary  Club.  Johnson.  "  I  fhould  be  forry  if  any  of 
our  club  were  hanged.  I  will  not  fay  but  fbme  of  them  deferve  it6." 
Beauclerk.  (fuppofing  this  to  be  aimed  at  perfons  for  whom  he  had  at  that 
time  a  wonderful  fancy,  which,  however,  did  not  laft  long,)  was  irritated, 
and  eagerly  faid,  "  You,  Sir,  have  a  friend  (naming  him)  who  deferve?  to 
be  hanged ;  for  he  fpeaks  behind  their  backs  againft  thofe  with  whorti  he 
lives  on  the  beft  terms,  and  attacks  them  in  the  news-papers.  He  certainly 
ought  to  be  kicked."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  all  do  this  in  fbme  degree,, 
*  Veniam  fetimus  damufyue  iriciffim*  To  be  lure  it  may  be  done  fo  much  that 
a  man  may  deferve  to  be  kicked."  Beauclerk.  "  He  is  very  malignant" 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir;  he  is  not  malignant.  "He  is  mifchievous,  if  you  will. 
He  would  do  no  man  an  eflential  injury;  he  may,  indeed,  love  to  make 
iport  of  people  by  vexing  their  vanity.  I,  however,  once  knew  an  old 
gentleman  who  wa$  abfolutely  malignant.  He  really  wifhed  evil  to  others, 
and  rejoiced  at  it."  Boswell.  cc  The  gentleman,  Mr.  Beauclerk,  againft 
whom  you  are  fo  violent,  is  I  know,  a  man  of  good  principles."  Beauclerk* 
cc  Then  he  does  not  wear  them  out  in  pradtice." 

Dr.  Johnfon,  who  as  1  have  obferved  before,  delighted  in  difcrimination  of 
charafter,  and  having  a  mafterly  knowledge  of  human  nature,  was  willing 
to  take  men  as  they  are,  imperfeft  and  with  a  mixture  of  good  and  bad 
qualities,  I  fuppofe  thought  he  had  faid  enough  in  defence  of  his  friend  1  of 
whofe  merits,  notwithftanding  his  exceptionable  points,  he  had  a  juft  value> 
and  added  no  more  on  the  fubjeft. 

On  Tuelday,  April  14,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  with 
General  Paoli  and  Mr.  Langton.  General  Oglethorpe  declaimed  againft 
luxury.  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  every  ftate  of  fociety  is  as 
luxurious  as  it  can  be.  Men  always  take  the  beft  they  can  get."  Oclethorpe* 
"  But  the  beft  depends  much  upon  ourfelves ;  and  if  vve  can  be  as  well 
fatisfied  with  plain  things,  we  are  in  the  wrong  to  accuftom  our  palates  to 

* 

what  is  high-feafoned  and  expenfive.    What  fays  Addifon  in  his  €  Cato/ 
fpeaking  of  the  Numidian : 

•  Sec  Note,  p.  108  of  this  Volume* 

«  Coatfe 
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Coarfe  are  his  meals,  the  fortune  of  the  chace, 
Amid  the  running  ftrCam  he  flakes  his  thirft, 
Toils  all  the  day,  and  at  the  approach  of  night, 
On  the  firft  friendly  bank  he  throws  him  down, 
Or  refts  his  head  upon  a  rock  till  morn; 
And  if  the  following  day  he  chance  to  find 
A  new  repaft,  or  an  untafted  fpring, 
Blefles  his  ftars !   and  thinks  it  luxury !' 

Let  us  us  have  that  kind  of  luxury,  Sir,  if  you  will."  Johnson.  Cf  But 
hold,  Sir ;  to  be  merely  fatisfied  is  not  enough.  It  is  in  refinement  and 
elegance  that  the  civilized  man  differs  from  the  favage.  A  great  part  of  our 
induftry,  and  all  our  ingenuity  is  exercifed  in  procuring  pleafure;  and,  Sir,  a 
hungry  man  has  not  the  fame  pleafure  in  eating  a  plain  dinner,  that  a  hungry 
man  has  in  eating  a  luxurious  dinner.  You  fee  I  put  the  cafe  fairly.  A 
hungry  man  may  have  as  much,  nay,  more  pleafure  in  eating  a  plain  dinner, 
than  a  man  grown  faftidious  has  in  eating  a  luxurious  dinner.  But  I  fuppofe 
the  man  who  decides  between  the  two  dinners,  to  be  equally  a  hungry  man." 

Talking  of  different  governments.  Johnson.  "  The  more  contracted  that 
power  is,  the  more  eafily  it  is  deftroyed.  A  country  governed  by  a  defpot 
is  an  inverted  cone.  Government  there  cannot  be  fb  firm  as  when  it  refts 
upon  a  broad  bafis  gradually  contradted,  as  the  government  of  Great-Britain, 
which  is  founded  on  the  parliament,  then  is  in  the  privy-council,  then  in  the 
King."  Boswell.  "  Power  when  contra&ed  into  the  perfon  of  a  deipot 
may  be  eafily  deftroyed,  as  the  prince  may  be  cut  off.  So  Caligula  wilhed 
that  the  people  of  Rome  had  but  one  neck,  that  he  might  cut  them  off  at 
a  blow."  Oglethorpe.  cc  It  was  of  the  Senate  he  wilhed  that.  The  Senate 
by  its  ufurpation  controuled  both  the  Emperour  and  the  people.  And  don't 
you  think  that  we  fee  too  much  of  that  in  our  own  parliament  ?" 

Dr.  Johnfon  endeavoured  to  trace  the  etymology  of  Maccaronick  verfes, 
which  he  thought  were  of  Italian  invention  from  Maccaronij  but  on  being  in- 
formed that  this  would  infer  that  they  were  the  moft  common  and  eafy  verfes, 
maccaroni  being  the  moft  ordinary  and  fimple  food,  he  was  at  a  lofs  j  for  he  faid, 
cc  He  rather  fhould  have  fuppofed  it  to  import  in  its  primitive  fignification, 
a  compofition  of  feveral  things  j  for  Maccaronick  verfes  are  verfes  made 
out  of  a  mixture  of  different  languages,  that  is,  of  one  language  with  the 
termination  of  another."  I  fuppofe  there  is  almoft  no  language  in  any  country 
where  there  is  any  learning,  in  which  that  motley  ludicrous  fpecious  of 
6  compofitioa. 
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compofition  may  not  be  found. .  It  is  particularly  droll  in  Low  Dutch.  The 
"  Polemomiddinia*  of  Drummond  of  Hawthornden,  in  which  there  is  a 
jumble  of  many  languages  moulded,  as  if  it  were,  all  in  Latin,  is  well 
known.  Mr.  Langton  made  us  laugh  heartily  at  one  in  the  Grecian  mould, 
by  Jofhua  Barnes,  in  which  are  to  be  found  fuch  comical  Jngk-Eilenifms  as 
KAuKounv  *C*vj£9f».     They  were  banged  wkh  clubs. 

On  Wedncfday,  April  15,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnfon  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  and 
was  in  high  fpirits,  for  I  had  been  a  good  part  of  the  morning  with  Mr. 
Orme,  the  able  and  eloquent  hiftorian  of  Hindoftan,  who  exprefled  a  high 
admiration  of  Johnfon*  "  I  do  not  care  (faid  he,)  on  what  fubjedl  Johnfon 
talks  i  but  I  love  better  to  hear  him  talk  than  any  body.  He  either  gives 
you  new  thoughts,  or  a  new  colouring.  It  is  a  ftiame  to-the  nation  that  he 
has  not  been  more  liberally  rewarded.  Had  I  been  George  the  Third,  and 
thought  as  he  did  about  America,  I  would  have  given  Johnfon  three  hundred 
a  year  for  his  c  Taxation  no  Tyranny*  alone."  •  I  repeated  this,  and  Johnfon 
was  much  pleafed  with  fuch  praife  from  fuch  a  man  as  Orme. 

At  Mr.  Dilly's  to-day  were  Mrs.  Knowles,  the  ingenious  Quaker  lady  7> 
Mi&  Seward,  the  poetefs  of  Lichfield,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayo,  and  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Beresford,  Tutor  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  Before  dinner  Dr.  Johnfon 
feized  upon  Mr.  Charles  Sheridan's  "  Account  of  the  late  Revolution  in 
Sweden,"  and  feemed  to  read  it  ravenoufly  as  if  he  devoured  it,  which  Was 
to  all  appearance  his  method  of  ftudying.  "  He  knows  how  to  read  better 
than  any  one  (faid  Mrs.  Knowles);  he  gets  at  the  fubftance  of  a  book 
diredUy ;  he  tears  out  the  heart  of  it."  He  kept  it  wrapt  up  in  the  table- 
cloth in  his  lap  during  the  time  of  dinner,  from  an  avidity  to  have  one  enter- 
tainment in  readinefs  when  he  fhould  have  finifhed  another,  refembling  (if 
I  may  ufe  fb  coarfe  a  fimile)  a  dog  who  holds  a  bone  in  his  paws  in  referve, 
while  he  eats  fomething  elfe  which  has  been  thrown  to  him. 

The  fubjedt  of  cookery  having  been  very  naturally  introduced  at  a  tabic 
where  Johnfon,  who  boafted  of  the  nicenefs  of  his  palate,  owned  that  "  he 
always  found  a  good  dinner,"  he  faid,  "  I  could  write  a  better  book  of. 
cookery  than  has  ever  yet  befih  written ;  it  fhould  be  a  book  upon  philofo- 
phical  principles.  Pharmacy  is  now  made  much  more  fimple..  Cookery, 
may  be  made  fo  too.  A  prefcription  which  is  now  compounded  of  five  in- 
gredients, had  formerly  fifty   in  it.     So  in   cookery,   if  the  nature  of  the 

7  Dr.  Johnfon,  defcribing  her  needle-work  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale*  Vol.  J.  p.  326, 
vfes  the  learned  word  futile  j  which  Mrs.  Thrale  has  raiftaken,  and  made  the  phrafe  injurious  by 
writing  "JutiU  piftuics,^ 

bad 
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ingredients  be  well  known,  much  fewer  will  do.  Then  as  you  cannot  make 
bad  meat  good,  I  would  tell  what  is  the  beft  butcher's  meat,  the  beft  bee£  die 
beft  pieces  *  how  to  choofe  young  fowls;  the  proper  feafon  of  different  ve- 
getables; and  then  how  to  roaft  and  boil,  and  compound."  Dilly.  "  Mrs. 
Glaffe's  c  Cookery/  which  is  the  beft,  was  written  by  Dr.  HilL  Half  the 
trade  know  this."  Johnson.  "Well,  Sir.  This  ihews  how  much  better 
the  fubjeft  of  Cookery  may  be  treated  by  a  philofopher.  I  doubt  if  the 
book  be  written  by  Dr.  Hill  j  for,  in  Mrs.  Glaffe's  c  Cookery/  which  I  have 
looked  into,  falt-petre  and  fal-prunella  are  fpoken  of  as  different  Jubilances, 
whereas  fal-prunella  is  only  falt-petre  burnt  on  charcoal,  and  Hill  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  this.  However,  as  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  a  book  is  made 
by  tranfcription,  this  miftake  may  have  been  carelefsly  adopted.  But  you 
{hall  fee  what  a  Book  of  Cookery  I  fhall  make !  I  fhall  agree  with  Mr.  Dilly 
for  the  copy-right."  Miss  Seward.  "  That  would  be  Hercules  with  the 
diftaff  indeed."  Johnson.  c<  No,  Madam.  Women  can  fpin  very  well; 
but  they  cannot  make  a  good  book  of  Cookery." 

Johnson.  c<  O !  Mr.  Dilly— you  muft  know  that  an  Englifh  Benediftine 
Monk  at  Paris  has  tranflated  c  The  Duke  of  Berwick's  Memoirs/  from  the 
original  French,  and  has  fent  them  to  me  to  fell.  I  offered  them  to  Strahan, 
who  fent  them  back  with  this  anfwer :— c  That  the  firft  book  he  had  publilhed 
was  the  Duke  of  Berwick's  Life,  by  which  he  had  loft ;  and  he  hated  the 
name/— Now  I  honeftly  tell  you,  that  Strahan  has  refufed  them ;  but  I  alfb 
honeftly  tell  you,  that  he  did  it  upon  no  principle,  for  he  never  looked  into 
them."  Dilly.  cc  Are  they  well  tranflated,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  cc  Why,  Sir, 
very  welt*-in  a  ftyle  very  current  and  very  clear.  I  have  written  to  the  Bene- 
dictine to  give  me  an  anfwer  upon  two  points— What  evidence  is  there  that 
the- letters  are  authentick  ?  For  if  they  are  not  authentick  they  are  nothing. — 
And  how  long  will  it  be  before  the  original  French  is  publifhed  ?  For  if 
the  French  edition  is  not  toi  appear  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  tranflation 
will  be  almoft  as  valuable  as  an  original  book.  They  will  make  two  volumes 
in  oftavo  5  and  I  have  undertaken  to  correft  every  fheet  as  it  comes  from  the 
prefs;"  Mr.  Dilly  defired  to  fee  them,  and  faid  he  would  fend  for  them. 
He  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  if  he  would  write  a  Preface  to  them.  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir.  The  Benediftines  were  very  kind  to  me,  and  I'll  do  what  I  under- 
took to  do ;  but  I  will  not  mingle  my  name  with  them.  I  am  to  gain  nothing 
by  them.  Til  turn  them  loofe  upon  the  world,  and  let  them  take  their 
chance."  Dr.  Mayo.  "  Pray,  Sir,  are  Gangantflli's  letters  authentick  ?" 
Johnson.  <c  No,  Sir.  Voltaire  put  the  fame  queftion  to  the  editor  of  them, 
that  I  did  to  Macpherfon— Where  are  the  originals  ?" 

Mrs/ 
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Mrs.  Knowles  affe&ed  to  complain  that  men  had  much  more  liberty  «778- 
,  allowed  them  than  women.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,  women  have  all  m^l  60. 
the  liberty  they  fhould  wifh  to  have.  We  have  all  the  labour  and  the 
danger,  and  the  women  all  the  advantage* .  We  go  to  Tea,  we  build  houfes, 
we  do  every  thing,  in  Ihort,  to  pay  our  court  to  the  women."  Mrs. 
Knowles.  "  The  Doctor  reafons  very  wittily,  but  not  convincingly.  Now, 
take  the  inftaiKe  of  building ;  the  mafon's  wife,  if  (he  is  ever  feen  in  liquor, 
is  ruined.  The  mafon  may  get  himfelf  drunk  as  often  as  he  pleafes,  with 
little  lofs  of  charafter;  nay,  may  let  his  wife  and  children  ftarve."  Johnson. 
"  Madam,  you  muft  confider,  if  the  mafon  does  get  himfelf  drunk,  and  let 
his  wife  and  children  ftarve,  the  parifh  will  oblige  him  to  find  fecurity  for 
their  maintenance.  We  have  different  modes  of  reftraining  evil.  Stocks  for 
the  men,  a  ducking-fiool  for  women,  and  a  pound  for  beads.  If  we  require 
more  perfection  from  women  than  from  ourfelves,  it  is  doing  them  honour. 
And  women  have  not  the  fame  temptations  that  we  have :  they  may  always 
live  in  virtuous  company ;  men  muft  mix  in  the  world  indifcriminately.  If 
a  woman  has  no  inclination  to  do  what  is  wrong,  being  fecured  from  it  is 
no  reftraint  to  her.  I  am  at  liberty  to  walk  into  the  Thames  j  but  if  I  were 
.  to  try  it,  my  friends  would  reftrain  me  in  Bedlam,  and  I  fliould  be  obliged 
to  them."  Mrs.  Kjn  owles.  "  Still,  Do&or,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  hardship 
that  more  indulgence  is  allowed  to  men  than  to  women.  It  gives  a  Superiority 
to  men,  to  which  I  do  not  fee  how  they  are  entided."  Johkso^.  •"  It  is 
plain,  Madam,  one  or  other  muft  have  the  fuperiority.  As  Shakfpeare  fays, 
€  If  two  men  ride  on  horfeback,  one  muft  ride  behind."  Dilly.  <c  I 
iiippofe,  Sir,  Mrs.  Knowles  would  have  them  to  ride  in  panniers,  one  on 
each  fide."  Johnson.  "  Then,  Sir,  the  horfe  would  throw  them  both." 
Mrs.  Knowles.  c<  Well,  I  hope  that  in  another  world  the  fexes  will  be 
equal."  Boswell.  "  That  is  being  too  ambitious,  Madam.  We  might  as 
well  defire  to  be  squal  with  the  angels.  We  fhall  all,  I  hope,  be  happy  in 
a  future  ftate>  but  we  muft  not  expeft  to  be  all  happy  in  the  fame  degree, 
it  is  enough  if  we  be  happy  according  to  our  feveral  capacities.  A  worthy 
carman  will  get  to  heaven  as  weH  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  Yet,  though  equally 
good,  they  will  not  have  the  lame  degrees  of  happinefs."  Johnson.  cc  Proba- 
bly not" 

Upon  this  fubjefi:  I  had  once  before  founded  him,  by  mentioning  -the  late 
Reverend  Mr.  Brown,  of  Utrecht's  image ;  that  a  great  and  fmaH  glafc, 
though  equally  full,  did  not  hold  an  equal  quantity  ;  which  he  threw  out  to 
refute  David  Hume's  faying,  that  a  little  mife,  going  to  dance  at  a  ball,  in  a 
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fine  new  drefs,  was  as  happy  as  a  great  oratour,  after  having  made  an  elo- 
quent and  applauded  fpeech.  After  fome  thought,  Johnfon  faid,  "  I  come  over 
to  the  parfon."  As  an  inftance  of  coincidence  of  thinking,  Mr*  Dilly  told 
me,  that  Dr.  King,  a  late  diflenting  minifter  in  London,  faid  to  him,  upon, 
the  happinefs  in  a  future  ftate  of  good  men  of  different  capacities,  cc  A  pail 
does  not  hold  fo  much  as  a  tub ;  but,  if  it  be  equally  full,  it  has  no  reafon  to 
complain.  Every  Saint  in  heaven  will  have  as  much  happinefs  as  he  can  hold." 
Mr.  Dilly  thought  this  a  clear,  though  a  familiar  illuftration  of  the  phrafe,; 
"  One  ftar  differeth  from  another  in  brightnefs." 

Dr.  Mayo  having  afked  Johnfon's  opinion  of  Soame  Jennyns's  c<  View  of  the 
internal  Evidence  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  $"— J  oh  nson.  "  I  think  it  a  pretty 
book  i  not  very  theological  indeed  j  and  there  feems  to  be  an  affe&ation  of 
^eafe  and  careleflhefs,  as  if  it  were  not  fuitable  to  his  charafter  to  be  very- 
fcrious  about  the  matter/*     Boswell.  <c  He  may  have  intended  this  to  intro- 
duce his  book  the  better  among  genteel  people*  who  might  be  unwilling  to 
read  too  grave  a  treatife.     There  is  a  general  levity  in  the  age.     We  have 
phyficians  now  with  bag-wigs  *  may  we  not  have  airy  divines,  at  leaft  fbmc- 
what  lefs  folemn  in  their  appearance  than  they  ufed  ta  be  ?"    Johnson. 
a  Jennyns  might  mean  as  you  fay."     Boswell.  u  Tou  fhould  like  his  book,, 
Mrs.  Knowles,   as  it  maintains*  as  you  friendi  do,   that  courage  is  not  a 
Chriftian  virtue."     Mrs.  Knowles.  "  Yes,  indeed,  I  like  him  there  \  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  him,  that  friendfhip  is  not  a  Chriftian  virtue."    Johnson.. 
a  Why,  Madam,  ftriftly  fpeaking,.  he  is  right.    All.  friendfhip  is  preferring % 
the  intereft  of  a  friend,  to.  the  neglect*,  or,  perhaps,  againft  the  intereft  of 
others  5  fo  that  an  old  Greek  faid,  €  He  that  ba&  friends  has  nofriend.*    Now 
Chriftianity  recommends  univerfal  benevolence,  to  confider  all.  men*  as  our 
brethren,  which  is  contrary  to  the  virtue  of  friendfhip,  as  defcribed  by  the 
ancient  philofqphers.     Surely,  Madam,  your  fed  muft  approve  of  this  j  for, . 
you  call  all  men  fronds"    Mrs.  Knowles.  "We  are  commanded  to  do 
g*od  to  all  men,  lbut  efpecially  to  them  who  are  of  the  houfehold  of  Faith.1 
Johnson.    "Well,  Madam..    The  houfehold  of  Faith  is  wide  enough.1 
Mrs.  Knowuss,  u  But,  Doctor*  our  Saviour  had  twelve  Apoftles,  yet  there 
y^as  one  whom  he  loved.    John  was  called  c  the  difciple  whom  Jesus  loved.0 
Johnson,  (with  eyes  fparkling  benignantly)  "Very  well,  indeed,  Madam. 
You  have  faid  very  well."     Boswell.  "  A  fine  application..   Pray,  Sir,  had 
you  ever  thought  of  it  i"    Johnson.  «  I  had  not,  Sir." 

From  this  amiable  and  pleafing  fubjeft,  he,  I  know  not  how  or  why,  made 
*  fudden  tranfition  to  one  upon  which  he  was  a  violent  aggreflorj  for  he. 

laid*. 
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laid,  cc  I  am  willing  to  love  all  mankind,  except  an  American :"  and  his  inflam-  '77s* 
mable  corruption  burfting  into  horrid  fire,  he  "  breathed  out  threatenings  and  jEtatT.^69. 
daughter ;"  calling  them,  "  Rafcals— Robbers— Pirates j"  and  exclaiming, 
he'd  "  burn  and  deftroy  them."  Mifs  Seward,  looking  to  him  with  mild  but 
iteady  aftonifhment,  (aid,  <f  Sir,  this  is  an  inftance  that  we  are  always  moft 
violent  againft  thofe  whom  we  have  injured."— He  was  irritated  ftill  more 
by  this  delicate  and  keen  reproach;  and  roared  out  another  tremendous  volley, 
which  one  might  fancy  could  be  heard  acrofs  the  Atlantick.  During  this 
tempeft  I  fat  in  great  uneafinefs,  lamenting  his  heat  of  temper;  till,  by 
degrees,  I  diverted  his  attention  to  other  topicks. 

Dr.  Mayo,  (to  Dr.  Johnfon)  "  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  read  Edwards,  of 
New  England,  on  Grace  ?"  Johnson.  cc  No,  Sir."  Boswbll.  "  It  puzzled 
me  fo  much  as  to  the  freedom  of  the  human  will,  by  dating,  with 
wonderful  acute  ingenuity,  our  being  aftuated  by  a  fcries  of  motives  which 
we  cannot  refift,  that  the  only  relief  /had  was  to  forget  it."  Mayo.  "  But 
he  makes  the  proper  diftin&ion  between  moral  and  phyfical  neceffity." 
Boswell.  "  Alas,  Sir,  they  come  both  to  the  fame  thing.  You  may  be 
bound  as  hard  by  chains  when  covered  by  leather,  as  when  the  iron  appears. 
The  argument  for  the  moral  neceflity  of  human  aftions  is  always,  I  obferve, 
fortified  by  fuppofing  univerfal  prefcience  to  be  one  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Deity."  Johnson.  «  You  are  furer  that  you  arc  free,  than  you  are  of 
prefcience ;  you  are  furer  that  you  can  lift  up  your  finger  or  not  as  you  pleafe, 
than  you  are  of  any  conclufion  from  a  deduction  of  reafoning.  But  let  us 
confider  a  little  the  objection  from  prefcience.  It  is  certain  I  am  either  to 
go  home  to-night  or  not;  that  does  not  prevent  my  freedom."  Boswell. 
"  That  it  is  certain  you  are  either  to  go  home  or  not  does  not,  prevent  your 
freedom ;  becaufe  the  liberty  of  choice  between  the  two  is  compatible  with 
that  certainty.  But  if  one  of  thefe  events  be  certain  now,  you  have  no  future 
power  of  volition.  If  it  be  certain  you  are  to  go  home  to-night,  you  mujl  go 
home."  Johnson.  c<  If  I  am  well  acquainted  with  a  man,  I  can  judge  with 
great  probability  how  he  will  aft  in  any  cafe,  without  his  being  restrained 
by  my  judging.  God  may  have  this  probability  increafed  to  certainty." 
Boswbll.  <c  When  it  is  increafed  to  certainty  freedom  ceafes,  becaufe  that 
cannot  be  certainly  foreknown  which  is  not  certain  at  the  time ;  but  if  it  be 
certain  at  the  time,  it  is  a  contradi&ion  in  terms  to  maintain  that  there  can  be 
afterwards  any  contingency  dependent  upon  the  exercife  of  will  or  any  thing 
eHe."  Johnson.  cc  All  theory  is  againft  the  freedom  of  the  will;  all  expe- 
rience  for  it."— I  did  not  pufh  the  fubjeft  any  farther.    I  was  glad  to -find 
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i778-      him  fo  mild  in  difcufling  a  qutftion  of  the  moft  abftraft  nature,  which  is 
JEtetTfo!  involved  with  theological  tenets,  which  he  generally  would  not  fuffer  to  be  in 
any  degree  oppofed 8. 

He  as  ufual  defended  luxury;  "  You  cannot  fpend  money  in  luxury  without 
doing  good  to  the  poor.    Nay,  you  do  more  good  to  them  by  fpending  it 
in  luxury  than  by  giving  it  *  for  by  fpending  it  in  luxury  you  make  them 
exert  induftry,  whereas  by  giving  it  you  keep  them  idle.     I  own,  indeed, 
there  may  be  more  virtue  in  giving  it  immediately  in  charity  than  in  fpending 
it  in  luxury  \  though  there  may  be  a  pride  in  that  too."     Mifs  Seward  afke4 
if  this  was  not  Mandeville's  doftrine  of  "  private  vices  publick  benefits*" 
Johnson*  "  The  fallacy  of  that  book  is,  that  Mandeville  defines  neither  vices 
nor  benefits.      He  reckons  among  vices  every  thing  that  gives  pleafure. 
He  takes  the  narroweft  fyftem  of  morality,  monaftick  morality,  which  holds 
pleafure  itfelf  to  be  a  vice,  fuch  as  eating  fait  with  our  fifli*  becaufe  it  makes 
it  tafte  betters  and  he  reckons  wealth  as  a  publick  benefit,  which  is  by  no 
means  always  true.    Pleafure  of  itfelf  is  not  a  vice.     Having  a  garden,  which 
we  all  know  to  be  perfe&ly  innocent,  is  a  great  pleafure.    At  the  fame  time* 
in  this  flate  of  being  there  are  many  pleafures  vices,  which  however  are  ft 
immediately  agreeable  that  we  can  hardly  abftain  from  them.     The  happiueft 
of  Heaven  will  be,   that  pleafure  and  virtue  will  be  perfectly  confident. 
Mandeville  puts  the  cafe  of  a  man  who  gets  drunk  at  an  alehoufe ;  and  lays 
it  is  a  publick  benefit,  becaufe  fo  much  money  is  got  by  it  to  the  publick. 
But  it  muft  be  confidered*  that  all  the  good  gained  by  this,  through  the 
gradation  of  alehoufe-keeper,  brewer,  maltflef,  and  farther,  is  overbalanced  by 
the  evil  caufed  to  the  man  and  his  family  by  his  getting  druftk.     This  is  the 
way  to  try  what  is  vicious*  by  afcertaining  whether  more  evil  than  good  is 
produced  by  it  upon  the  whole,  which  is  the  cafe  in  all  vice.    It  may  happen 
that  good  is  produced  by  vice ;  but  not  as  vice ;  for  inftance,  a  robber  may 
take  money  from  its  owner,  and  give  it  to  one  who  will  make  a  better  ufc 
of  it.     Here  is  good  produced  5  but  not  by  the  robbery  as  robbery,  but  at 
tranflation  of  property.    I  read  Mandeville  forty,  or  I  believe  fifty  years  ago. 
He  did  not  puzzle  me ;  he  opened  my  views  into  real  life  very  much.    No* 
it  fe  clear  that  the  happinefs  of  fociety  depends  oh  virtue.     In  Sparta  theft 
*as  allowed  by  general  confent;   theft*  therefore,  Was  then  ttot  a  crime, 

9  If  any  of  my  leaders  axe  diftnrbed  fay  this  thorny  tjoeftion,  I  beg  have  to  teconnaead 
to  them  letter  69  of  Montefquieu's  Litres  Ferfannes;  and  the  late  Mr.  John  Palmer  of 
Iflington't  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Prieftley's  mechanical  arguments  for  what  he  calk  « **  Philofophical 
Neceflity.** 

but 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSOIST.  289 

but  then  there  was  no  fecurity;  and  what  a  life  muft  they  have  had  when  1778. 
there  was  no  fecurity.  Without  truth  there  muft  be  a  diflblution  of  fociety.  ^at"  ^ 
As  it  is,  there  is  fo  little  truth  that  we  are  almoft  afraid  to  trull  our  ears  -, 
but  how  (hould  we  be,  if  falfehood  were  multiplied  ten  times  ?  Society  is  held 
together  by  communication  and  information ;  and  I  remember  this  remark 
of  Sir  Thomas  Brown's,  c  Do  the  devils  lie  ?  No  1  for  then  Hell  could 
not  fubfift." 

Talking  of  Mifs  ,  a  literary  lady,  he  faid,  «  I  was  obliged  to  fpeak 

to  Mils  Reynolds,  to  let  her  know  that  I  defired  fhe  would  not  flatter  me 
fo  much."  Somebody  now  obferved,  "  She  flatters  Garrick."  Johnson.  cc  She 
is  in  the  right  to  flatter  Garrick.  She  is  in  the  right  for  two  reafons  5  firft, 
becaufe  fhe  has  the  world  with  her,  who  have  been  praifing  Garrick  thefc 
thirty  years ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  (he  is  rewarded  for  it  by  Garrick.  Why 
Ihould  fhe  flatter  me?  I  can  do  nothing  for  her.  Let  her  carry  her  praife  to 
a  better  market.  (Then  turning  to  Mrs.  Knowles)  You,  Madam,  have  been 
flattering  me  all  the  evening ;  I  wifh  you  would  give  Bofwell  a  little  now. 
If  you  knew  his  merit  as  well  as  I  do,  you  would  fay  a  great  deal;  he  is  the 
beft  travelling  companion  in  the  world." 

Somebody  mentioned  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mafon's  profecution  of  Mr. 
Murray,  the  bookfelier,  for  having  inferted  in  a  colle&ion  of  "  Gray's  Poems," 
only  fifty  fines,  of  which  Mr.  Mafbn  had  ftill  the  exciufive  property,  under 
the  ftatute  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  that  Mr.  Mafon  had  perfevered,  notwith- 
standing his  being  requcfted  to  name  his  own  terms  of  compenfation  *. 
Johnibn  fignified  his  difpleafure  at  Mr.  Maibn's  conduct  very  ftrongly  *  but 
added,  by  way  of  fhewing  that  he  was  not  furprized  at  it,  u  Mafon's  a  Whig."  ' 
Mrs.  Knowlk.  (not  hearing  diftinftly)  "  What !  a  Prig,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  . 
H  Woric,  Madam  j  a  Whig !    But  he  is  both." 

I  cxprefled  a  horrour  at  the  thought  of  death.  Mrs.  Knowlbs.  cc  Nay,  , 
thou  fhoukTft  not  have  a  horrour  for  what  is  the  gate  of  life."  Johnson.  . 
(fending  upon  the  hearth  rolling  about,  with  a  ferious,  folemn,  and  fome- 
what  gloomy  air)  <c  No  rational  man  can  die  without  uneafy  apprehenfion."  * 
Mrs.  Knowles*  «  The  Scriptures  tell  us,  <  The  righteous  fhall  have  hope  in  > 
hb  death."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Madam ;  that  is,  he  fhall  not  have  deipair. . 
But,  oonfider,  his  hope  of  falvation  muft  be  founded  on  the  terms  on  which  it 
is  promifed,  that  the  mediation  of  our  Saviour  fhall  be  applied  to  us,  namely,  . 
obedience  i  and  where  obedience  has  failed*  then  as  fuppletory  to  it,  repentance.  . 

•  See  "  A  Letter  to  W.  Mafon,  A.  M.  from  J.  Murray,  Bookfelier  in  London ;"  2d  edition*  . 
p.  ag. 

But 
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1778.  Btat  what  man  can  fay  that  his  obedience  has  been  fuch,  as  he  would  approve 
lEutT^o!  °^  *n  anot^ier>  or  even  *n  himfelf  upon  clofe  examination,  or  that  his  re- 
pentance has  not  been  fuch  as  to  require  being  repented  of?  No  man  can 
be  fure  that  his  obedience  and  repentance  will  obtain  falvation."  Mrs. 
Know%les.  "  But  divine  intimation  of  acceptance  may  be  made  to  the  foul." 
Johnson.  "  Madam,  it  may ;  but  I  Ihould  not  think  the  better  of  a  man  who 
fhould  tell  me  on  his  death-bed  he  was  fure  of  falvation.  A  man  cannot  be 
fure  himfelf  that  he  has  divine  intimation  of  acceptance ;  much  lefs  can  he 
make  others  fure  that  he  has  it."  Boswell.  «  Then,  Sir,  we  muft  be 
contented  .to  acknowledge  that  death  is  a  terrible  thing."  Johnson.  "  Yes, 
Sir.  I  have  made  no  approaches  to  a  date  which  can  look  on  it  as  not 
terrible."  Mrs.  Knowles.  (feeming  to  enjoy  a  pleafing  ferenity  in  the 
perfuafion  of  benignant  divine  light)  "  Does  not  St.  Paul  fay,  c  I  have  fought 
the  good  fight  of  faith,  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe  j  henceforth  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  life'  ?"  Johnson.  *  Yes,  Madam  5  but  here  was  a  man  infpired, 
a  man  who  had  been  converted  by  fupernatural  interpofition."  Boswell. 
*c  Inprofpedt  death  is  dreadful*  but  in  fa&  we  find  that  people  die  eafy." 
Johnson.  «  Why,  Sir,  moft  people  haye  not  thought  much  of  the  matter,  fo 
cannot  /ay  much,  and  it  is  fuppofed  they  die  eafy.  Few  believe  it  certain 
they  are  then  to  die  j  and  thofe  who  do,  fet  themfelves  to  behave  with  refo- 
lution,  as  a  man  does  who  is  going  to  be  hanged.  He  is  not  the  lefs  unwil- 
ling' to  he  hanged."  Miss  Seward.  **  There  is  one  mode  of  the  fear  of 
death,  which  is  certainly  abfurd;  and  that  is  the  dread  of  annihilation,  which  is 
only  a  pleafing  fleep  without  a  dream."  Johnson.  "  It  is  neither  pleafing, 
nor  fleep  j  it  is  nothing.  Now  mere  exiftence  is  fb  much  better  than  nothing, 
that  one  would  rather  exift  even  in  pain,  than  not  exift."  .  Boswell.  <c  If 
annihilation  be  nothing,  then  exifting  in  pain  is  not  a  comparative  ftate,  but 
is  a  pofitive  evil,  which  I  cannot  think  we  fhould  choofe.  I  muft  be  allowed 
to  differ  here  j  and  it  would  lefTen  the  hope  of  a  future  flate  founded  on  the 
argument,  that  the  Supreme  Being,  who  is  good  as  he  is  great,  will  here- 
after compenfate  for  our  prefent  fufFerings  in  this  life.  For  if  exiftence,  fuch 
as  we  Jiave  it  here,  be  comparatively  a  good,  we  have  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain, though  no  more  of  it  fhould  be  given  to  us.  But  if  our  only  ftate 
of  exiftence  were  in  this  world,  then  we  might  with  fome  reafon  complain 
that  we  are  fo  diflatisfied  with  our  enjoyments  compared  with  our  defires." 
Johnson.  «  The  lady  confounds  annihilation,  which  is  nothing,  with  the  appre- 
henfion  of  it,  which  is  dreadful.  It  is  in  the  apprehenfion  of  it  that  the 
iiorrour  of  annihilation  confifts." 

4  Of 
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Of  John  Wefley  he  faid,  "  He  can  talk  well  on  any  fubje&/'  Boswell.  1778. 
*Pray,  Sir,  what  has  he  made  of  hisftory  of  a  ghoft?"  Johnson.  <c  Why,  jEtat.^o! 
Sir,,  he  believes  it ;  but  not  on  fufficient  authority.  He  did  not  take  time 
enough  to  examine  the  girl..  It  was  at  Newcaftle,  where  the  ghoft  was  faid 
to  have  appeared  to  a  young  woman  fe veral  times,  mentioning  fomething 
about  th#  right  to  an  old  houfe,  advifing  application  to  be  made  to  an 
attorney,  which,  was  done  j  and,  at  the  fame  time,  faying  the  attorney  would 
do  nothing,  which  proved  to  be  the  fa<5L  €  This  (fays  John)  is  a  proof  that 
a  ghoft  knows  our  thoughts/  Now  (laughing)  it  is  not  neceflary  to  know 
©ur  thoughts  to  tell  that  an  attorney  will  fometimes  do  nothing.  Charles 
Wefley,  who  is  a  more  ftationary  man,  does  not  believe  the  ftory.  I  am 
forry  that  John  did  not  take  more  pains  to  inquire  into  the  evidence  for  it/* 
Miss  Seward,  (with  an  incredulous,  fmile)  <c  What,  Sir !  about  a  ghoft  ?" 
Johnson,  (with  folemn  vehemence)  "  Yes,  Madam :  this  is  a  queftion 
which*,  after  five  thoufand  years,  is  yet  undecided;  a  queftion,  whether  in 
theology  or  philofbphy,,  one  o£  the  moft  important  that  can  come  before  the 
human  underftanding/> 

Mrs.  Knowlcs  mentioned,  as  a  profelyte  to  Quakerifm,  Mifs ,  a 

young  lady  well-  known  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  for  whom  he  had  fhewn  much 
afie£tion ;  while  fhe  ever  had*  and  ftill  retained*  a  great  refpedt  for  him. 
Mrs.  Knowles  at    the   feme   time   took    an  opportunity  of  letting  him< 
know  "  that  the  amiable  young  creature  was  forry  at  finding  that  he  was 
offended  at  her  leaving  the  Church  of  England  and  embracing  a  Ampler 
faith ;"  and,  in  the  gentleft  and  moft  perfuafive  manner,,  folicited  his  kind 
indulgence  for   what  was   fincerely  a  matter    of  confeience.      Johnson.. 
(frowning  very  angrily)  "  Madam,  fhe  is  an  odious  wench.    She  could  not 
have  any  proper  conviftion  that  it  was  her  duty  to  change  her  religion,, 
which  is  the  moft  important  of  all  fubjelts,  and  fhould  be  ftudied  with  alL 
care,  and  with  all  the  helps  we  can  get.     She  knew  no  more  of  the  Church 
which  fhe  left,  and  that  which  fhe  embraced,  than  fhe  did  of  the  difference 
between  the  Copernican  and  Ptolemaick  fyftems."     Mrs.  Knowles.  "  She 
had  the  NewTeftament  before  her/*    Johnson.  "Madam,  fhe  could  not 
underftand  the  New  Teftament,  the  moft  difficult  book  in  the  world,   for 
which  the  ftudy  of  a  life  is  required/''    Mrs.  Knowles.  crIt  is  clear  as  to 
eflentials."    Johnson.  "  But  not  as  to  controverfial  points..    The  heathens 
were  eafily  converted,  becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  give  up  5   but  we  ought 
not,  without  very  ftrong  convi&ion  indeed,  to  defert  the  religion  in  which  we 

have: 
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1779.  have  been  educated.  That  is  the  religion  given  you,  the  religion  in  which 
^JfZ^  it  may  be  did  Providence  has  placed  you.  If  you  live  confcientioufly  in 
that  religion,  you  may  be  fafc.  But  errour  is  dangerous  indeed,  if  you 
err  when  you  choofe  a  religion  for  yourfelf."  Mrs.  Knowles.  "  Mull 
we  then  go  by  implicit  faith  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,  the  greateft 
part  of  our  knowledge  is  implicit  fairfi;  and  as  to  religion,  have  we 
heard  all  that  a  difciple  of  Confucius,  all  that  a  Mahometan  can  fay  for 
himfelf  ?"  He  then  rofc  again  into  pailion,  and  attacked  the  young  profelyte 
wi  the  fcvereft  terms  of  reproach,  fo  that  both  the  ladies  feemed  to  be  much 
ihocked. 

We  remained  together  till  it  was  pretty  late.  Notwithftanding  occafional 
cxplofions  of  violence,  we  were  all  delighted  upon  the  whole  with  Jobnfon. 
I  compared  him  at  this  time  to  a  warm  Weft-Indiaa  climate,  where  you  have 
a  bright  fun,  quick  vegetation,  luxuriant  foliage,  hrfcious  fruits ;  but  where 
the  fame  heat  fometimes  produces  thunder,  lightening,  and  earthquakes  in  a 
terrible  degree. 

April  17,  being  Good-Friday,  I  waited  on  Johnfon  as  tribal.  I  obfenred 
at  breakfaft  that  although  it  was  a  part  of  his  abftemious  discipline  on  this 
moil  fokmn  &ft,  to  take  no  milk  in  his  tea,  yet  when  Mrs.  Ddmoulins 
inadvertently  poured  it  in,  he  did  not  rejeft  it.  I  talked  of  the  ftrange 
indecifion  of  mind,  and  inabecillity  in  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  which 
we  may  obferve  in  fome  people.  Johnson.  cc  Why,  Sir,  I  am  i»  <he  habit 
of  getting  others  to  do  tiling?  for  me."  Bqswbu.  "What,  Sir!  have  you 
that  weaknefs?"  Johnson.  a  Yes,  Sir.  But  I  always  think  afterwards  I 
flwuld  have  do»e  better  for  myfelf." 

I  told  him  that  at  a  gentleman's  houfe  where  there  was  thought  to  fee  fuch 
extravagance  or  bad  management,  that  he  was  living  much  beyond  his  income, 
his  lady  had  objected  to  the  cutting  of  a  pickled  mango,  and  that  I  had 
taken  an  opportunity  to  aflc  the  price  of  it,  and  found  it  was  only  vm 
Shillings ;  fo  here  was  a  very  poor  faviqg.  Johnson.  Cf  Sir,  that  is  die 
blundering  oeconomy  of  a  narrow  understanding.  It  is  flapping  ong  hole  in 
a  fieve." 

I  exprefled  fome  inclination  topublifh  an  account  of  my  Travels  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe,  for  which  I  had  a  variety  of  materials  collected. 
Johnson*  "  I  do  not  fay,  Sir,  you  may  not  publifli  your  travels ;  but  I  give 
you  my  opinion,  that  you  would  leflen  yourfelf  by  it.  What  can  yeu  tell  of 
countries  fo  well  known  as  thofe  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  wihich  you 
have  vifited  ?"    Boswell.  "  But  I  can  give  an  entertaining  narrative,  with 

6  many 
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Ynany  incidents,  anecdotes,  jeux  (tejprit,  and  remarks,  fo  as  to  make  very  »778* 
pleafant  reading."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  moft  modem  travellers  in  Europe  ^m'^ 
who  have  publifhed  their  travels,  have  been  laughed  at :  I  would  not  have  you 
added  to  the  number  \  The  world  is  now  not  contented  to  be  merely  enter- 
tained by  a  traveller's  narrative  j  they  want  to  learn  fomething.  Now  fome  of 
my  friends  afked  me  why  I  did  not  give  fome  account  of  my  travels  in  France. 
The  reafon  is  plain  j  intelligent  readers  had  feen  more  of  France  than  I  had. 
Tou  might  have  liked  my  Travels  in  France,  and  The  Club  might  have  liked 
them  j  but  upon  the  whole  there  would  have  been  more  ridicule  than  good  pro- 
duced by  them."  Boswell.  <c.  I  cannot  agree  with  you,  Sir.  People  would  like 
to  read  what  you  fay  of  any  thing.  Suppofe  a  face  has  been  painted  by  fifty 
painters  before;  ftill  we  love  to  fee  it  done  by  Sir  Jofliua."  Johnson. 
cc  True,  Sir,  but  Sir  Jofliua  cannot  paint  a  face  when  he  has  not  time  to  look 
on  it"  Boswell.  "  Sir,  a  fkctch  of  any  fort  by  him  is  valuable.  And,  Sir, 
to  talk  to  you  in  your  own  ftyle  (raifing  my  voice,  and  fliaking  my  head,) 
youjhould  have  given  us  your  Travels  in  France.  I  tmjure  I  am  right,  and 
there*  s^  an  end  <m*t" 

I  laid  to  him  that  it  was  certainly  true  as  my  friend  Dempfter  had  obferved 
in  his  letter  to  me  upon  the  lubjeft,  that  a  great  part  of  what  was  in  his 
"  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,"  had  been  in  his  mind  before 
he  left  London.  Johnson.  "Why,  yes,  Sir,  the  topicks  were i  and  books 
of  travels  will  be  good  in  proportion  to  what  a  man  has  previoufly  in  his 
mind ;  his  knowing  what  to  obferve  j  his  power  of  contrafting  one  mode  of 
life  with  another.  As  the  Spanifh  proverb  fays,  c  He,  who  would  bring  homt 
the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  muft  carry  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  with  him/  So 
it  is  in  travelling;  a  man  muft  carry  knowledge  with  him  if  he  would 
bring  home  knowledge."  Boswell.  "  The  proverb,  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  means, 
he  muft  carry  a  large  flock  with  him  to  trade  with."  Johnson.  u  Yes, 
Sir." 

It  was  a  delightful  day :  as  we  walked  to  St.  Clement's  church,  I  again 
remarked  that  Fleet-ftreet  was  the  moft  cheerful  fcene  in  the  world.  "  Fleet- 
ftreet  (laid  I,)  is  in  my  mind  more  delightful  than  Tempe."  Johnson. 
"  Aye,  Sir;  but  let  it  be  compared  with  Mull." 

There  was  a  very  numerous  congregation  to-day  at  St.  Clement's  church, 
which  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  he  obferved  with  pleafure. 

1  I  believe,  however,  I  (ball  follow  my  own  opinion ;  for  the  world  has  ihewn  a  very  flatter- 
ing partiality  to  my  writings,  on  many  occafions. 

Vol.  IL  Hk  And 
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And  now  I  am  to  givfe  a  pretty  full  account  of  one  of  the  moft  ciirious 
incidents  in  Johnfon's  life,  of  which  he  himfelf  his  made  the  following 
minute  on  this  day:  ".  In  my  return  from  church,  I  was  accofted  by  Edwards, 
an  old  fellow-collegian,  who  had  not  feen  me  fince  1729.  He  knew  the,  atid 
alked  if  I  remembered  one  Edwards ;  I  did  not  at  firft  recoiled  thfe  hamfr, . 
but  gradually  as  we  walked  along,  recovered  it,  and  told  him  a  convention 
that  had  paffed  at  an  alehouie  between  us.  My  purpofe  is  to  continue  bur 
acquaintance  \" 

It  was  in  Butcher-row  that  this  meeting  happened.    Mr.  Edwards,  who  was 
a  decent-looking  elderly  man  in  grey  cldthfcs,  and  a  wig  of  many  curls,  accofted 
Johnfon  with  familiar  confidence,  knowing  who  he  was*  *rhile  Jdhnfbn  returnfcck 
his  falutatioh  with  a  courteous  formality,  as  to  a  ftfangfer.     But  as  foon  as 
Edwards  had  brought  to  his   recolle&ion  their  having  been  at  Pembroke- 
College  together  nine-aiid-thirty  years  ago,  he  feemed  much  plfcafed,  alked 
fyhere  he  lived,   and  laid  he    fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him   In  Bolt-Court.. 
Edwards.  <c  Ah,  Sir !  we  are  oki  men  how."     Johnson,  (who  neve**  likfed 
to  think  of  being  old)  "  Don't  let  us  difcourage  one  another."    £t>Wxkt>$. . 
«  Why  Doftor  you  look  ftout  and  hearty,  I  am  happy  to  fefe  yoti  foj  for 
the  news-papers  told  tis  you  Wefe  very  &/'   Johnson..  cf  Aye*.  Sir,  they  al€  - 
always  telling  lies  of  ur  old  fellows"  , 

Wilhing  to  be  preferit   at  more    of  fo  Angular  a  conversion  as  that 
betweeh  two  fellow  collejgiahs,  who  had  lived  near  forty  years  in  Lbndda 
Without  ever  having  chanced  to  meet,  I  whifpered  to  Mr.  Edwards  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  was  going  home,  arid  that  he  had  better  accompany  lifrn  now. . 
So  Edwards  walked  along  with  us,  I  eagerly  aflifting  to  keep  up-  the  con- 
verfation.     Mr.  Edwards  informed  Dr.  Johnfon  that  he  bad  praQifed  long 
as  a  folicitor  in  Chancery,  but  that  he  now  lived  in  the  country  upon  a  little 
farm  about  fixty  acres,  juft  by  Stevenage  in  Hertfordlhire,  and -that  he  came, 
to  London  (to  Barnard's  Inn,  No.  6,)  generally  twice  a  week.      Johnfon . 
appearing  to  be  in  a  reverie,  $&r.-  Edwards  addrefled  himfelf  to  rrie,.  and  expa- 
tiated on.  the  pleafore  of  living  in  the  country.    Boswell.  "  I  have  no  notion 
of  this,  Sir.   What  you  have  to  entertain  you,  is,  J  think,:.exha\ifted  in  hal£an 
hour."    Edwards.  "What!  don't  you  love  to  have  hope  realifed?,  I  fee. 
my  grafs,  and  my  corn,  and  my  trees  growing.    Now, ,  for  inftance*  I  am  * 
curious  to  fee  if  this  froft  has  not  nipped  my  fruit  trees.?    Johnson,  (who  we 
did  not  imagine  was  attending)  "  You  find,  Sir,  you  have  fears  as  well  as  hopes/*' 
»~-So  well  did  he  fee  the  whole,  when  another  faw  but  the  half  of  a  fubjedt. 

/  *  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  1 64* 

••»  Whei* 
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When  wc  got  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  houfej  and  were  feated  in  his  library,  the  *778- 
dialogue  went  on  admirably.  Edwards.  €€  Sir,  I  remember  you  would  not  )gt^  fa, 
let  us  ky  prodigious  at  College.  For  even  then,  Sir,  (turning  to  me,)  he  was 
delicate  in  language,  and  we  all  feared  him*."  Johnson,  (to  Edwards) 
cc  From  your  having  pra&ifed  the  law  long,  Sir,  I  prefume  you  muft  be  rich." 
Edwards.  "  No,  Sir,  I  got  a  good  deal  of  money ;  but  I  had  a  number  of  poor 
relations  to  whom  I  gave  a  great  part  of  it."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  been 
rich  in  the  moft  valuahle  fenfe  of  the  word.V  Epwakds.  "  But  I  fhall  not 
die  rich."  Johnson.  <€  Nay,  fure,  Sir,  it  is  better  to  live  rich  than  to  die 
rich."  Edwards,  "  I  wifh  I  had  continued  at  College."  Johnson.  "  Why 
do  you  wifh  that,  Sir  ?"  Edwards.  "  Becaufe  I  think  I  Ihould  have  had  a 
pnuch  eaficr  life  than  mine  has  been.  I  Ihould  have  been  a  parfon,  and  had 
9  good  living,  like  Bloxam  and  feveral  others,  and  lived  comfortably." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  life  of  a  parfon,  of  a  confcientioiis  clergyman,  is  not 
eafy.  I  have  always  confidered  a  clergyman  as  the  father  of  a  larger  family 
than  he  is  able  to  maintain.  I  would  rather  have  Chancery  fuits  upon  my 
hands  than  the  cure  of  fouls.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  envy  a  clergyman's  life  3s 
pn  eafy  life,  nor  do  I  envy  the  clergyman  who  makes  it  an  eafy  life."— rHers  * 

taking  himfelf  up  all  of  a  fudden,  he  exclaimed,  "  O !  Mr.  Edwards !  I'll 
convince  you  th^t  I  recoiled  you.  Do  you  remember  pur  drinking  together 
^t  an  alehoufe  near  Pembroke  gate.  At  that  time  you  told  me  of  the  Eton 
boy,  who,  when  verfes  on  our  Saviour's  turning  water  into  wine  were  pre- 
/bribed  as  an  exercife,  brought  up  a  fingle  line,  which  was  highly  admired : 

KVidit  et  erubuit  lympba  pudica  Deum.' 

and  I  told  you  of  another  fine  line  in  €  Camden's  Remains,*  an  eulogy  upon 
one  of  our  Kings,  who  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon,  a  prince  of  equal  merit : 

c  Mir  a  cam  ^  Sol  occubuit,  nox  nulla  fecuta  eft  " 

Edwards,  c<  You  are  a  philofopher,  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  have  tried  too  in  my 
time  to  be  a  philofopher  j  but,  I  don't  know  how,  cheerfulnefs  was  always 
breaking  in."— Mr.  Burke,  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr*  Malone, 
and,  indeed,  all  the  eminent  men  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  this,  have 
thought  it  an  exquifite  trait  of  charadter.     The  truth  is,  that  philofophy, 

*  Johnfoa  £ud  to  me  afterwards,  w  Sir>  they  refpefled  me  for  my  literature  ;  and  yet  it  was 
not  great  but- by  comparifon.    Sir,  it  is  amazing  how  little  literature  there  is  in  the  world*"     " 

H  h  2  like 
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Eke- religion,  is  too  generally  fuppofed  to  be  hard  and  fevere,  at  leaft  Co  grave- 
as-  to  exclude  all  gaiety. 

Ed  wards.  <rI  have  been  twice  married^  Doftor.     You,  I  fuppofe,  have 
never  known  what  it  was  to  have  a  wife."     Johnson.  u  Sir,  I  have  known 
what  it  was  to  have  a  wife,  and  (in  a  lolemn  tender  faultering  tone)  I  have- 
known  what  it  was  to  hfe  a  wife. — It  had  almoft  broke  my  heart." 

Edwards.  "  How  do  you  live,  Sir?  For  my  parr,  I  muft  have  my 
regular  meals,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine.  I  find  I  require  it."  Johnson:. 
u  I  now  drink  no  wine,  Sir.  Early  in  life  I  drank  wine :  for  many  years  1 
drank  none.  I  then  for  fome  years  drank  a  great  deal."  Edwards.  <c  Some 
hogftieads,  I  warrant  you;"  Johnson.  cc  I  then  had  a  fevere  illnefs,  and  left 
it  off,  and  I  have  never  begun  it  again,  I-  never  felt  any  difference  upon 
myfelf  from  eating  one  thing  rather  than*  another,  nor  from  one  kind  of 
weather  rather  than  another.  There  are  people,  I  believe,  who  feel  a  dif- 
ference ;,  but  I  am  not  one  of  them.  And  as  to  regular  meals,  I  have  fafted 
from  the  Sunday.'**  dinner  to  the  Tuefday's  dinner,  without  any  inconvenience. 
I  believe  it  is  beft  to  eat  juft  as  one  is  hungry ;  but  a  man  who  is  in  bufinefej , 
or  a  man  who  has  a  family,  muft  have  ftated  meals.  I  am  a  ftraggler.  I 
may  leave  this  town  and  go  to  Grand  Cairo,  without  being*  miffed  here  or 
obfervted  there/1  Edwards.  "Don't  you  eat  fupper,  Sir?"'  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir."  Edwards.  u  For  my  part  now,  I  confider  fupper  as  a  turnpike 
through  which  one  muft  pafs,  in  order  to  get  to  bed3/' 

Johnson.  "You  are  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Edwards.  Lawyers  know  life  pra&U 
cally.  A  bookifli  man  fhould  always  have  them  to  converlf  with.  They 
have  what  he  wants.'**  Edwards.  "  I"  am  grown  old:  I  am  fixty-fivc." 
Johnson..  "  I  (hall  be  fixty-eight  next  birthrday.  Come,  Sir,  drink  water, 
and  put  in,  for  a.  hundred." 

Mr.  Edwards  mentioned  a  gentleman  who  had  left  his  whole  fortune 
to  Pembroke  College.  Johnson.  "Whether  to  leave  one's  whole  fortune 
to  a  College  be  right,  muft  depend  upon  circumftances.  I  would  leave  the 
intered  of  the  fortune  I.  bequeathed  to  a  College  to  my  relations  or  my 
friends,  for  their  lives.  It. is  the  fame  thing  to  a  College,,  which  is  a  perma- 
nent (ociety, ,  whether  it  gets  the  money  now  or  twenty  years  hence  j  and 
I  would  wifh  to  make  my  relation*  ox  friends  feel. the.  benefit  of  it." 

3  1  am  not  abfolutely  Aire  but  this  waa  my  own  fuggeftion,  though  it  is  truly  in  the  chancer 
«f  Edwards. . 

Xhk 
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This  interview  confirmed  my  opinion  of  Johnfon's  moft  humane  and  bene-  *17*' 
Tolent  heart.  His  cordial  and  placid  behaviour  to  an  old  fellow-collegian*  a  ^tau  ^ 
man  fo  different  from  himfelf j  and  his  telling  him  that  he  would  go  down  to 
his  farm  and  vifit  him,  fliewed  a  kindlinefs  of  dUpofition  very  rare  at  an 
advanced  age.  He  obferved,  a  how  wonderful  it  was  that  they  had  both  been 
in  London  almoft  forty  years,  without  having  ever  once  met,  and  both 
walkers  in  theftreettoo  I"  Mr.  Edwards,  when  going  away,  again  recurred 
to  his  confcioulhefs  of  fenility,  and  looking  full  in  Johnfon's  face,  faid  to  him, 
*  You'll  find  in  Dr..  Young, 

*  O  my  coevals !  remnants  of  yourfelves.,T 

Johnfon  did  not  rdifti  this  at  all  y  but  fhook  his  head  with  impatience. 
Edwards  walked  off,  feemingly  highly  pleafed  with  the  honour  of  having* 
been  thus  noticed  by  Dr.  Johnfon.  When  he  was  gone,  I  faid  to  Johnfon,, 
that  I  thought  him  but  a  weak  man.  Johnson.  4i  Why,  yes,  Sir.  Here 
is  a  man  who  has  palled  through  life  without  experience  :  yet  I  would  rather 
have  him  with  me  than  a  more  fenfible  man  who  will  not  talk  readily. 
This  mans  is  always  willing  to  fay  what  he  has  to  fay-"  ,  Yet  Dr.  Johnfon 
had  himfelf  by  no  means  that  willingnefs  which  he  praifed  fo  much,  and  1 
think  fo  juftly ;  for  who  has  not  felt^the  painful  effect  of  the  dreary  void,  when- 
there  is  a  total  filence  in  a  company  for  any  length  of  time  *  or,  which  is. 
as  bad*  or  perhaps  worfe,  when  the  converfation  is  with  difficulty  kept  up  by 
a  perpetual  effort  £ 

Johnfon  once  obferved  to  me,  cc  Tom  Tyers  defcribed  me  the  beft :  €  Sir,, 
(faid  he,)  you  are  like  a  ghoft :  you  never  fpeak  till  you  are  fpoken  to." 

The  gentleman  whom  he  thus  familiarly  mentioned  was  Mr.  Thomas. 
Tyers,  fon  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Tyers*  the  founder  of  that  excellent  place  of 
publick  amufement,  Vauxhall  Gardens,  which  muft  ever  be  an  eftate  to  its 
proprietor,  as  it  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  Englifh  nation  j. 
there  being  a  mixture  of  curious  fliew — gay  exhibition— -mufick,  vocal -and 
inftrumental,  not  too  refined  for  the  general  ear — for  all  which  only  a 
{hilling  is  paid—and,  though  laft  not  leaft,  good  eating  and  drinking  for. 
thofe  who  choofe  to  purchafe  that  regale.  Mr.  Thomas  Tyers  was  bred 
to  the  law ;  but  having  a  handfome  fortune,  vivacity  of  temper,  and 
eccentricity  of  mind,  he  could  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  regularity  of 
praftice.  He  therefore  ran  about  the  world  with  a  pleafant  careleflhefs, 
amufing  every  body  by  his  defulcory  converfation.  He  abounded  in 
anecdote,  but  was  not  fufficientfy  attentive  to  accuracy,     I  therefore  cannot 

venture: 


238  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

*77*-  venture  to  avail  myfelf  much  of  a  biographical  lketch  of  Johnfon  which  he 
'jKui  6q.  puMifhed,  being  one  among  the  various  perfons  ambitious  of  appending  their 
names  to  that  of  my  illuftrious  friend.  That  lketch  is,  however,  an  enter- 
taining little  coUe&ion  of  fragments.  Thofe  which  he  publifhed  of  Pope  and 
Addifon  are  of  higher  merit  j  but  his  fame  muft  chiefly  reft  upon  his  "  Political 
Conferences,"  in  which  he  introduces  feveral  eminent  perfons  delivering  their 
fentiments  in  the  way  of  dialogue,  and  difcovers  a  confuterable  fhare  of  learn*- 
ing,  various  knowledge,  and  difcernment  of  character.  This  npuch  may  I 
be  allowed  to  fay  of  a  man  who  was  exceedingly  obliging  to  me,  and  who 
lived  with  Dr.  Johnfon  in  as  eafy  a  manner  as  almoft  any  of  his  very  numerous 
acquaintance. 

Mr.  Edwards  had  faid  to  me  afide,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould  have  been  of 
a  profeflion.  I  repeated  the  remark  to  Johnfon  that  I  might  have  his  own 
thoughts  on  the  fubjeft.  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  it  would  have  been  better  that  f 
had  been  of  a  profeflion.  *  I  ought  to  have  been  a  lawyer."  Boswell.  cc  I 
do  not  think,  Sir,  it  would  have  been  better,  for  we  fliould  not  have  had  the 
Englifh  Didionary."  Johnson.  €€  But  you  would  have  had  Reports.* 
Boswell.  **  Aye  j  but  there  would  not  have  been  another  who  could  have 
written  the  Di<SHonary.  There  have  been  many  very  good  Judges.  Suppofe 
you  had  been  Lord  Chancellor  $  you  would  have  delivered  opinions  with  more 
extent  of  mind,  and  in  a  more  ornamented  manner,  than  perhaps  any  Chan- 
cellar  ever  did,  or  ever  will  de.  But,  I  believe,  caufes  have  been  as 
judicioufly  decided  as  you  could  have  done."  Johnson.  w  Yes,  Sir. 
Property  has  been  as  well  fettled/* 

Johnfon,  however,  had  a  noble  ambition  floating  in  his  mind,  and  had,  un* 
doubtedly,  often  Jpeculated  on  the  poflibility  of  his  fupereminent  powers  .being 
rewarded  in  this  great  and  liberal  country  by  the  higheft  honours  of  the  ftate. 
Sir  William  Scott  informs  me,  that  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Lord  Lichfield, 
who  was  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfi ty  of  Oxford,  he  faid  to  Johnfon,  w  What 
a  pity  it  is,  Sir,  that  you  did  not  follow  the  profeflion  of  the  law.  You 
might  have  been  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great-Britain,  and  attained  to  the 
dignity  of  the  peerage  5  and  now  thai  the  title  of  Lichfield,  your  native  cky, 
is  extinft,  you  might  have  had  it."  Johnfon,  upon  this,  feemed  much 
Agitated ;  and,  in  an  angry  tone,  exclaimed,  "  Why  will  you  vex  me  by 
fuggeljing  this,  when  it  is  too  late  ?" 

But  he  did  not  repine  at  the  profperity  of  others.     The  late  Dr.  Thomas 

Leland  told  Mr,  Courtcnay,  that  when  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  fhewed  Johnfon 

his  fine  houfe   and  lands  near  Beaconsfield,    Johnfon  coolly  fcid,  "  Nm 
tguidem  iirvideo  $  miror  magis" 

Yet 
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Yet  no  man  had  a  higher  notion  of  the  dignity  of  literature  than  Johnfbttj     «778- 
*r  was  more  determined  in  maintaining  the  refpeft  which  he  juftly  confidered  jgxzCfa. 
as  due  to  it.     Of  this*  befides  the  general  tenor  of  his  "conduit  in  fociety, 
fbme  chara&eriftical  inftances  may  be  mentioned. 

He  told  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  that  once  when  he  dined  in  a  numerous 
company  of  bookfellers,  where  the  room  being  fmall,  the  head  of  the  table, 
at  which  he  fat,  was  almoft  clofe  to  the  fire,  he  perfevered  in  fuffering  a  great 
deal  of  inconvenience  from  the  heat,  rather  than  quit  his  place,  and  let  one 
ef  them  fit  above  him.. 

Goldfmith,  in  his  diverting  fimplicity,  complained  one  day,  in  a  mixed 
company,  of  Lord  Camden.     <c  I  met  him  (faid  he)  at  Lord  Clare's  houfc 
in  the  country,  and  he  took  no  more  notice  of  me  than  if  I  had  been  an< 
ordinary  man."     The  company  having  laughed  heartily,  Johnfon  flood  forth 

m 

in  defence  of  his  friend.     €<  Nay,  gentlemen,  '(faid  he,)  Dr.  Goldfmith  is  in 
die  right.    A  nobleman  ought  to  have  made  up  to  fuch  a  man  as  Goldfmith ; . 
and  I  think  it  is  much  againft  Lord  Camden  that  he  neglefted  him." 

Nor  could  he  patiently  endure  to  hear  that  fuch  refpeft  as  he  thought  due- 
only  to  higher  intellettual  qualities,  fhould  be  beftowed  on  men  of  flighted 
though  perhaps  more  anrafing  talents.    I  told' him,  that  one  morning,  when- 
I  went  to  breakftft  with  Garrick,  who  was  -very  vain  of  his  intimacy  with 
Lord  Camden,  he  acedfted  me  thus  >— "  Pray  now,  did  you  ? — did  you  meet 
a  little  lawyer  turning  the  corner,  -eh  ?"U-«  No,  Sir  (faid  I).    Pray  what  do 
you  mean  by  the  queftion  ?"— ■"  Why,  (replied  Garrick,  with  an  affe&ed 
indifference,  yet  as  if  ftanding  on  tip-toe,)  Lord  Camden  has  this  moment 
left  me.    We  have  had  a  long  walk  together."    Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir,, 
Garrick   talked  very  properly.  Lord  Camden  was  a  Ktde  lawyer  to  be 
aflbciating  fb  familiarly  with  a  player." 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  obferved,  with  great  truth,  that  Johnfon  confidered: 
Garrick  to  be  as  it  were  hh  .property.  He  would  allow  no  man  either. 
to  blame  or  to  praifc  Garrick  in  his  pretence,  without  contradi&ing  him. 

Having  fallen  into  a  very  ferious  frame,  in  which  mutual  expreffions  of 

kindnefs  pafled  between  us,  fuch  as  would  be  thought  too  vain  in  me  to 

repeat,  I  talked  with  regret  of  the  fad  inevitable  certainty  that  one  of  us. 

muft  furvive  the  other.    Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  that  is  an  afFetting  confider- 

ation.     I  remember  Swift,  in. one  of  his  letters  to  Pope,  fays,  €  I  intend  to 

come  over,  that  we  may  meet  once  more ;  and  when  we  muft  part,  it  is  what 

happens  to  all  human  beings."    Boswell.  "The  hope  that  we  fhall  fee  our 

departed  friends  again  muft  fupport  the  mind."     Johnson,  "Why  yes,, 

Sin"    Boswell.  <c  There  is  a  ftrange  unwillingnefs  to  part  with  life,  inde- 
4  pendenr 
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peftdent  of  fcrious  fears  as  to  futurity.  A  reverend  friend  of  ours  (naming 
iim)  tells  me,  that  he  feels  an  uneafinefs  at  the  thoughts  of  leaving  his  houfe, 
his  ftudy,  his  books."  Johnson.  <c  This  is  fooliih  in  *****.  A  man  need 
not  be  uneafy  on  thefe  grounds  -,  for,  as  he  will  retain  his  confcioufhefs,  he 
may  iay  with  the  philofopher,  Omnia  ma  mecum  parto."  Boswell.  cc  True, 
Sir :  we  may  carry  our  books  in  our  head ;  but  ftill  there  is  fomething  painful 
in  the  thought  of  leaving  for  ever  what  has  given  us  pleafure.  I  remember 
many  years  ago*  when  my  imagination  was  warm,  and  I  happened  to  be  in  a 
melancholy  mood,  it  diftrefled  me  to  think  of  going  into  a  ftate  of  being  in 
which  Shakfpeare's  poetry  did  not  exift.  A  lady  whom  I  then  much  admired, 
a  very  amiable  woman,  humoured  my  fancy,  and  relieved  me  by  faying, 
f  The  firft  thing  you  will  meet  in  the  other  world,  will  be  an  elegant  copy 
of  Shaldpeare's  works  prefented  to  you,"  Dr.  Johnfon  fmiled  benignandy 
at  this,  and  did  not  appear  to  difapprove  of  the  notion. 

We  went  to  St.  Clement's  church  again  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  returned 
and  drank  .tea  and  coffee  in  Mrs.  Williams's  room ;  Mrs.  Defmoulins  doing 
the  honours  of  the  tea-table.  I  obfenred  that  he  would  not  even  look  at  a 
jproof-fheet  of  his  "  Life  of  Waller  "  on  Good-Friday. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  brought  a  book  on  agriculture,  which  was  printed* 
and  was  foon  to  be  publiihed.  It  was  a  very  Arrange  performance,  the 
authour  having  mixed  in  it  his  own  thoughts  upon  various  topicks,  along 
with  his  remarjcs  on  ploughing,  fowing,  and  other  farming  operatipns.  He 
feemed  to  be  an  abfurd  profane  fellow,  and  had  introduced  in  his  book  many 
iheers  at  religion,  with  equal  ignorance  and  conceit.  Dr.  Johnfon  permitted 
me  to  *ead  fome  paflages  aloud.  One  was,  that  he  refolved  to  work  on 
Sunday,  and  did  work,  but  he  owned  Jie  felt  fame  weak  compun&ion;  and 
he  had  this  very  curious  refledlion: — "  I  was  born  in  the  wilds  of  Chrifti- 
^anity,  and  the  briars  and  thorns  ftill  hang  about  me."  Dr.  Johnfon  could 
not  help  laughing  at  this  ridiculous  image,  yet  was  very  angry,  at  the  fellow's 
impiety.  <"  However,  (faid  he,)  the  Reviewers  will  make  him  hang 
himfelf."  He  however  obferved,  cc  that  formerly  there  might  have  been  a 
difpenfation  obtained  for  working  on  Sunday  in  the  time  of  harveft." 
Indeed  in  ritual  obferyances,  were  all  the  minifters  of  religion  what  they  fhould 
be,  and  what  many  of  them  are,  fuch  &  power  might  be  wifely  and  fefely 
lodged  with  %the  Church. 

Qn  Saturday,  April  14,  I  drank  tea  with  him.  He  praifed  the  late  Mr. 
Puncombe,  of  Canterbury,  as  a  pleafing  man.  cc  He  ufed  to  come  to  me : 
I  did  not  feek  much  after,  bim.  Indeed  J  never  fought  much  after  any  body/* 
JBosw£ti,.  "  Lord  Orrery,  I  fuppofe."    Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  never  went 

to 
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to  him  but  when  he  fent  for  me."     Boswell.  "  Richardfon  ?"     Johnson. 
u  Yes,  Sin     But  I  fought  after  George  Pfalmanazar  the  moft.     I  ufed  to 

go  and  fit  with  him  at  an  alehoufe  in  the  city/' 

I  am  happy  to  mention  another  inftance  which  I  difcovered  of  his  fceking 
after  a  man  of  merit.  Soon  after  the  Honourable  Daines  Barrington  had 
publifhed  his  excellent  cc  Obfervations  on  the  Statutes,"  Johnfon  waited  on 
that  worthy  and  learned  gentleman ;  and,  having  told  him  his  name,  cour- 
teoufly  faid,  "  I  have  read  your  book,  Sir,  with  great  pleafure,  and  wifh  to 
be  better  known  to  you."  Thus  began  an  'acquaintance,  which  was  continued 
widi  mutual  regard  as  long  as  Johnfon  lived. 

Talking  of  a  recent  feditious  delinquent,  he  faid,  cc  They  fhould  fet  him 
in  the  pillory,  that  he  may  be  punifhed  in  a  way  that  would  difgrace  him." 
I  obferved,  that  the  pillory  does  not  always  difgrace.  And  I  mentioned  an 
inftance  of  a  gendeman  who  I  thought  was  not  difhonoured  by  it.  Johnson. 
"  Aye,  but  he  was,  Sir.  He  could  not  mouth  and  ftrut  as  he  ufed  to  do, 
after  having  been  there.  People  are  not  very  willing  to  afk  a  man  to  their 
tables  who  has  ftood  in  the  pillory." 

The  gentleman  who  had  dined  with  us  at  Dr.  Percy's  *  came  in.  Johnfon 
attacked  the  Americans  with  intemperate  vehemence  of  abufe.  I  faid  ibme- 
thing  in  their  favour ;  and  added,  that  I  was  always  forry  when  he  talked  on 
that  fubjedt.  This,  it  feems,  exalperated  him ;  though  he  faid  nothing  at  the 
time.  The  cloud  was  charged  with  fulphureous  vapour,  which  was  after- 
wards to  burft  in  thunder.— We  talked  of  a  gendeman  who  was  running  out 
his  fortune  in  London ;  and  I  faid  "  We  muft  get  him  out  of  it.  All  his 
friends  muft  quarrel  with  him,  and  diat  will  foon  drive  him  away."  Johnson. 
€€  Nay,  Sir,  we'll  fend^jw*  to  him.  If  your  company  does  not  drive  a  man 
out  of  his  houfc,  nothing  will."  This  was  a  horrible,  (hock,  for  which  there 
was  no  vifible  caufe.  I  afterwards  aflced  him  why  he  had  faid  fo  harlh  a 
thing.  Johnson.  <c  Becaufe,  Sir,  you  had  made  me  angry  about  -the 
Americans."  Boswell.  "  But  why  did  not  you  take  your  revenge  direftly  ?" 
Johnson,  (fmiling)  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  I  had  nothing  ready.  A  man  cannot 
ftrike  till  he  has  his  weapons."     This  was  a  candid  and  pleafant  confeffion. 

He  (hewed  me  to-night  his  drawing-room,  very  genteelly  fitted  up ;  ami 
faid,  "•  Mrs.  Thrale  fneered  when  I  talked  of  my  having  aflced  you  and  your 
lady  to  live  at  my  houfe.  I  was  obliged  to  tell  her,  that  you  would  be  in  as 
relpedtable  a  fituation  in  my  houfe  as  in  hers.     Sir,  the  infolence  of  wealth 

3  see  p.  217  of  this  Volume, 
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*778-  will  creep  out."  Boswell.  "  She  has  a  little  both  of  the  infolence  of 
JBtat.  69.  wealth;  and  the  conceit  of  parts."  Johnson.  "  The  infolence  of  wealth  is  a 
wretched  thing ;  but  the  conceit  of  parts  has  fome  foundation.  To  be  fure. 
it  fhould  not  be.  But  who  is  without  it?"  Boswell.  "  Yourfelf,  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  Why  I  play  no  tricks :  I  lay  no  traps."  Boswell.  "  No,  Sir* 
You  are  fix  feet  high,  and  you  only  do  not  ftoop." 

We  talked  of  the.  numbers  of  people  that  fome  times  have  compofed  the 
houfehold  of  great  families.  I  mentioned  that  there  were  a  hundred  in  the 
family  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Eglintoune's  father.  Dr.  Johnfon  feeming  to 
doubt  it,  I  began  to  enumerate.  "  Let  us  fee :  my  Lord  and  my  lady  two." 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  are  to  count  by  twos,  you  may  be  long 
enough."  Boswell.  ct  Well,  but  now  I  add  two  fons  and  feven  daughters, 
and  a  fenrant  for  each,  that  will  make  twenty ;  fo  we  have  the  fifth  part 
already."  Johnson.  cc  Very  true.  You  get  at  twenty  pretty  readily ;  but 
you  will  not  fo  eafily  get  further  on.  We  grow  to  five  feet  pretty  readily  $  but 
it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  grow  to  feven." 

On  Sunday,  April  1 9,  being  Eafter-day,  after  the  fblemnities  of  the  feftival 
in  St.  Paul's  church,  I  vifited  him,  but  could  not  flay  to  dinner.  I  expreffed 
a  wifh  to  have  the  arguments  for  Chriflianity  always  in  readinefs,  that  my 
religious  faith  might  be  as  firm  and  clear  as  any  propofition  whatever,  fb 
that  I  need  not  be  under  the  leaft  uneafinefs  whea  it  fhould  be  attacked. 
Johnson.  u  Sir,  you  cannot  anfwer  all  objeftions.  You  have  demonftration 
for  a  Firft  Caufe  :  you  fee  he  muft  be  good  as  well  as  powerful,  becaufe  there 
is  nothing  to  make  him  otherwife,  and  goodnefs  of  itfelf  is  preferable.  Yet 
you  have  againft  this,  what  is  very  certain,  the  unhappinefs  of  human  life. 
This,  however,  gives  us  reafon  to  hope  for  a  future  ftate  of  compenfation, 
that  there  may  be  a  perfeft  fyftem.  But  of  that  we  were  not  fure  rill  we  had 
a  pofitive  revelation."  I  told  him,  that  his  "  Raflelas"  had  often  made  me 
x  unhappy  5  for  it  reprefented  the  mifery  of  human  life  fo  well,  and  fo  con- 
vincingly to  a  thinking  mind,  that  if  at  any  time  the  impreffion  wore  off,  and 
I  felt  myfelf  eafy,  I  began  to  fufpeft  fome  delufion. 

On  Monday,  April  20,  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  morning.  We  talked 
of  a  gentleman  who  we  apprehended  was  gradually  involving  his  circum- 
ftances  by  bad  management.  Johnson.  "  Wafting  a  fortune  is  evaporation 
by  a  thoufand  imperceptible  means.  If  it  were  a  ftream,  they'd  ftop  it. 
You  muft  fpeak  to  him.  It  is  really  miferable.  Were  he  a  gamefter,  it 
could  be  faid  he  had  hopes  of  winning.  Were  he  a  bankrupt  in  trade,  he 
might  have  grown  rich  j  but  he  has  neither  fpirit  to  fpend,  nor  refolution  to 
1  fpare. 
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/pare.  He  docs  not  ipend  faft  enough  to  have  pleafure  from  it.  He  has 
the  crime  of  prodigality,  and  the  wretchednefs  of  pariimony.  If  a  man  is 
killed  in  a  duel,  he  is  killed  as  many  a  one  has  been  killed  ;  but  it  is  a  fad 
thing  for  a  man  to  lie  down  and  die ;  to  bleed  to  death,  becaufe  he  has  not 
fortitude  enough  to  fear  the  wound,  or  even  to  flitch  it  up/'  I  cannot  but 
paufe  a  moment  to  admire  the  fecundity  of  fancy,  and  choice  of  language, 
which  in  this  inftance,*and,  indeed,  on  almoft  all  occafions,  he  difplayed.  It 
was  well  obferved  by  Dr.  Percy,  now  Bifliop  of  Dromore,  "  The  converfa- 
tion  of  Johnfon  is  ftrong  and  clear,  and  may  be  eompared  to  an  antique 
ftatue,  where  every  vein  and  mufclc  is  diftinft  and  bold.  Ordinary  converfa- 
tion  refembles  an  inferiour  caft." 

On  Saturday,  April  25,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's,  with 
the  learned  Dr.  Mulgrave, ,  Counfellor  Leland  of  Ireland,  fon  to  the  hiftorian, 
Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  and  feme  more  ladies.  "  The  Project,"  a  new  poem, 
was  read  to  the  company  by  Dr.  Mufgrave.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  has  no 
power.  Were  it  not  for  the  well-known  names  with  which  it  is  filled,  it 
would  be  nothing:  the  names  carry  the  poet,  not  the  poet  the  names." 
Musgrave.  «  A  temporary  poem  always  entertains  us."  Johnson.  "  So 
does  an  account  of  the  criminals  hanged  yefterday  entertain  us." 

He  proceeded  :•— "  Demofthenes  Taylor,  as  he  was  called,  (that  is,  the 
_  translator  of  Demofthenes,)  was  the  moft  filent  man,  the  mereft  ftatue  of  a 
man  that  I  have  ever  feen.  I  once  dined  in  company  with  him,  and  all  he 
faid  during  the  whole  time  was  no  more  than  Richard.  How  a  man  lhould  fay 
only  Richard,  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine.  But  it  was  thus ;  Dr.  Douglas  was 
talking  of  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  and  afcribing  to  him  fomething  that  was  written 
by  Dr.  Richard  Grey.  So  to  correct  him,  Taylor  faid,  (imitating  his  affetted 
iententious  emphafis  and  nod,)  €  Richard." 

Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  in  a  high  flow  of  fpirits,  exhibited  fome  lively  (allies 
of  hyperbolical  compliment  to  Johnfon,  with  whom  fhe  had  been  long 
acquainted,  and  was  very  eafy.  He  was  quick  in  catching  the  manner  of 
the  moment,  and  anfwcred  her  fomewhat  in  the  ftyle  of  the  hero  of  a  romance, 
<€  Madam,  you  crown  me  with  unfading  laurels." 

I  happened,  I  know  not  how,  to  fay  that  a  pamphlet  meant  a  profe  piece. 
-Johnson.  «  No,  Sir.  A  few  fheets  of  poetry  unbound  are  a  pamphlet,  as 
much  as  a  few  (heets  of  profe."  Musgrave.  u  A  pamphlet  may  be  urider- 
itood  to  mean  a  poetical  piece,  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  that  is  in  formal 
languages  but  in  common  language  it  is  underftood  to  mean  profe." 
Johnson,  (and  here  was  one  of  the  many  inftances  of  his  knowing  clearly 
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and  telling  exa&ly  how  a  thing  is)  "  A  pamphlet  is  underftood  in  common 
language  to  mean  profe,  only  from  this,  that  there  is  fo  much  more  profe 
written  than  poetry ;  as  when  we  fay  a  book>  profe  is  underftood  for  the  fame 
reafon,  though  a  book  may  as  well  be  in  poetry  as  in  profe.  We  under- 
fland  what  is  moft  general,  and  we  name  what  is  lefs  frequent/' 

We  talked  of  a  certain  lady's  verfes  on  Ireland.    Miss  Reynolds,  "  Have 
you  feen  them,  Sir?"     Johnson:  "  No,  Madam,     I  havefeen  a  tranflation 
,  from  Horace,  by  one  of  her  daughters.    She  fhewed  it  me."    Miss  Reynolds. 
"  And  how  was  it,  Sir  ?"     Johnson.  "  Why  very  well  for  a  young  Mifs's 
verfes  5 — that  is  to  fay,  compared  with  excellence,  nothing ;  but,  very  well,  for 
the  perfon  who  wrote  them.      I  am  vexed  at  being  fhewn  verfes  in  that 
manner."     Miss  Reynolds,  <c  But  if  they  fhould  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  praife  ?"     Johnson.  "  Why,  Madam,  becaufe  I  have  not  then 
got  the  better  of  my  bad  humour  from  having  been  fhewn  them.     Tou 
mull  confider,  Madam;    before-hand  they  may  be  bad  as  well  as  good. 
Nobody  has  a  right  to  put  another  under  fuch.  a  difficulty,  that  he  muft 
either  hurt  the  perfon  by  telling  the  truth,,  or  hurt  himfelf  by  telling  what  is 
is  not  true."     Boswell.  "  A  man  often  fhews  his  writings  to  people  of 
eminence,  to   obtain  from]  them,  either  from  their  good-nature,   or  from 
their  not  being  able  to  tell  the  truth,  firmly,,  a  commendation,   of  which 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himfelf."     Johnson.  "  Very  true,  Sir.    Therefore 
a  man,  who  is  afked  by  an  authour  what  he  thinks  of  his  work,  is  put  to 
the  torture,   and  is  not  obliged  to  fpeak  the  truth  x  fo  that  what  he  fays 
is  not  be  confidered  as  his  opinion ;  yet  he  has  faid  it,  and  cannot  retract 
it;  and  this  authour,    when  mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  cannifter  at 
his  rail,    can   fay,    c  I   would  not   have   publifhed,   had  not  Johnfon,    or 
Reynolds,  or  Mufgrave,   or  fome  other  good  judge  commended  the  workJ 
Yet  I  confider  it  as  a  very  difficult  queftion  in  confcience,  whether  one 
fhould  advife  a  man  not  to  publifti  a  work,   if  profit  be  his  objeft  -,   for 
the  man  may  fay,   c  Had   it  not  been  for  you*  I    fhould  have   had  the 
money.'  Now  you  cannot  be  fure*  for  you  have  only  your  own  opinion,  and 
the  publick  may  think  very  different ly."     Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  You 
muft  upon  fuch  an  occafion  have  two  judgements ;  one  as  to  the  real  value 
of  the  work,  the  other  as  to  what  may  pleafe  the  general  tafte  at  the  time.!* 
Johnson.  "  But  you  can  be  Jure  of  neither  *  and  therefore  I  fhould  fcruple 
much  to  give  a  fuppreflive  vote.     Both  Goldfmith's  comedies  were  once 
refufeds  his  firft  by  Garrick,  his  fecond  by  Colman,  who  was  prevailed  on. 
ax  h&  by  much.  Solicitation,  nay,  a  kind  of  force*  to.  bring  it  on.    Hi* 
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*  Vicar  of  Wakefield*  I  myfelf  did  not  think  would  have  had  much  fuccefs.  *778* 
It  was  written  and  fold  to  a  bookfeller  before  his  €  Traveller/  but  publifhed  j£ut.  ^ 
after;  fo  litde  expectation  had  the  bookfeller  from  it.  Had  it  been  fold  after 
€  The  Traveller/  he  might  have  had  twice  as  much  money  for  it,  though  fixty 
guineas  was  no  mean  price.  The  bookfeller  had  the  advantage  of  Goldfmith's 
reputation  from  c  The  Traveller '  in  the  fale,  though  he  had  it  not  in  felling 
the  copy."  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  The  Beggars  Opera  affords  a  proof  how 
ftrangely  people  will  differ  in  opinion  about  a  literary  performance.  Burke  thinks 
it  has  no  merit."  Johnson.  c<  It  was  refufed  by  one  of  the  houfes  j  but  I 
fhould  have  thought  it  would  fucceed,  not  from  any  great  excellence  in  the 
writing,  but  from  the  novelty,  and  the  general  fpirit  and  gaiety  of  the 
piece,  which  keeps  the  .audience  always  attentive,,  and  difmifles  them  in 
good  humour." 

We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  where  was  a  confiderable  increafe  of  com- 
pany. Several  of  us  got  round  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  complained  that  he  would 
not  give  us  an  exalt  catalogue  of  his  works,  that  there  might  be  a  complete 
edition.  He  fmiled,  and  evaded  our  intreaties*  That  he  intended  to  do  it 
I  have  no  doubt,  becaufe  I  have  heard  him  fay  fo ;  and  I  have  in  my  pofTef- 
fion  an  imperfect  lift,  fairly  written  out,  which,  he  entitles  Wftma  Studiorum* 
I  once  got  from  one  of  his  friends  a  lift,  which  there  was  pretty  good  reafbn 
to  fuppofe  was  accurate,  for  it  was  written  down  in  his  prefence  by  this  friend, 
who  enumerated  each  article  aloud,  and  had  fome  of  them  mentioned  to  him 
by  Mr.  Levett,  in  eoncert  with  whom  it  was  made  out ;  and  Johnfon,  who 
heard  all  this,  did  not  contradict  it.  But  when  I  fhewed  a  copy  of  this  lift  to 
him,  and  mentioned  the  evidence  for  its  exaftnefs,  he  laughed,  and  faid,  "  I 
was  willing  to  let  them  go  on  as  they  pleafed*  and  never  interfered."  Upon 
which  I  read  it  to.him,  article  by  article,  and  got  him  pofitively  to  own  or 
refufe j  and  then  having  obtained  certainty  fo  far,  I  got  fome  other  articles 
confirmed  by  him  diredtly,  and  afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  made  additions 
under  his  fanftion. 

•  His  friend  Edward  Cave  having  been  mentioned,  he  told  us,  "  Cave  ufed 
to  fell  ten  thoufand  of  c  The  Gende  man's  Magazine \  yet  fuch  was  then  his 
minute  attention  and  anxiety  that  the  fale  fhould  not  feel  the  fmalleft.  diminu- 
tion, that  he  would  name  a  particular  perfon  who  he  heard  had  talked  of 
leaving  off  the  magazine,  and  would  fay>  c  Let  us  have  fomething  good 
next  month." 

It  was  obferved,  that  avarice  was  inherent  in  fome  difpofitions.  Johnson. 
"  No  man  was  born  a  mifer,  becaufe  no  man  was  born  to  pofleffion.    Every 
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i778»  man  is  born  cupidus— defirous  of  getting  j  but  not  arutfus— -defiroas  of  keep- 
iEtat,  60.  *ng-"  Boswell.  cc  I  have  heard  old  Mr.  Sheridan  maintain,  with  much 
ingenuity,  that  a  complete  mifcr  is  a  happy  man  ;  a  rnifer  who  gives  h'tmfdf 
wholly  to  the  one  paflion  of  faving."  Johnson.  u  That  is  flying  in  the 
face  of  all  the  world,  who  have  called  an  avaricious  man  a  mi/er,  becaufe  he 
is  miferable.  No,  Sir ;  a  man  who  both  fpdnds  and  laves  money  is  the  hap- 
pieft  man,   becaufe  he  has  both  enjoyments." 

The  converfation  having  turned  on  Bon  Mots,  he  quoted  from  one  of  the 
Ana  an  exquifite  inftance  of  flattery  in  a  maid  of  honour  in  France,  who 
being  alked  by  the  Queen  what  o'clock  it  was,  anfwered,  "  What  your 
Majefty  pleafes."  He  admitted  that  Mr.  Burke's  claffical  pun  upon  Mr* 
Wilkes's  being  carried  on  the  ihoulders  of  the  mob, 

»•  >  Numerifque  fertur 
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"  Lege  folutus"- 


was  admirable;  and  though  he  was  ftrangely  unwilling  to  allow  to  that 
-extraordinary  man  the  talent  of  wit 4,  he  alib  laughed  with  approbation  at 
another  of  his  playful  conceits ;  which  was,  that  "  Horace  has  in  one  line  given 
a  defcription  of  a  good  defirable  manour : 

*  Eft  modus  in  rebus  >  Junt  certi  denique  fines* 

sthat  is  to  fay,  a  modus  as  to  the  tithes  and  certain  fines" 

He  obferved,  "  A  man  cannot  with  propriety  lpeak  of  himfel£  except  he 
xelates  fimple  fafts $  as,  c  I  was  at  Richmond :'  or  what  depends  on  menfu- 
ration ;  as,  f  I  am  fix  feet  high.'"  He  is  fure  he  has  been  at  Richmond ; 
he  is  fure  he  is  fix  feet  high :  but  Jie  cannot  be  fure  he  is  wife,  or  that  he 
Jias  any  other  excellence.  Then,  all  cenfure  of  a  man's  felf  is  oblique  praife. 
It  is  in  order  to  fhew  how  much  he  can  fpare.  It  has  all  the  invidioufiiefs 
of  felf-praife,  and  all  the  reproach  of  falfehoocL"  Boswell.  "  Sometimes 
it  may  proceed  from  a  man's  ftrong  confcioufnefs  of  his  faults  being 
obferved.  He  knows  that  others  would  throw  him  down,  and  therefore  he 
iiad  better  lye  down  ibfdy  of  his  own  accord.'* 

4  Sec  this  queftion  fully  invefligated  in  the  Notes  upon  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  edit.  3,  p.  21,  et  feq.  And  here,  as  a  lawyer  mindful  of  the  maxim  Suum  cu/que 
tribuito,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  that  the  additional  Note  beginning  with  "  I  find  fince  the 
former  edition/'  is  not  mine,  but  was  obligingly  furnifhed  by  Mr.  Malone,  who  was  fo  kind  as 
^  £0  fuperintend  the  prefs  while  I  was  in  Scotland,  and  the  firft  part  of  the  fecond  edition  was 
printing.  He  would  not  allow  me  to  afcribe  it  to  its  proper,  authour ;  but  as  it  k  ^xquifitel/ 
acute  and  elegant,  I  take  this  opportunity,  without  his  knowledge,  to  do  him  juftice, 

On 
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On  TucIHay,  April  28,  he  was  engaged  to  dine  at  General  Paoli's,  where,      '778. 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  I  was  ftill  entertained  in  elegant  hofpitality,  and  j^^  $<? 
with  all  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  a  home.     I  called  on  him,  and  accompanied 
him  in  a  hackney-coach.     We  (topped  firft  at  the  bottom  of  Hedge-lane, 
into  which  he  went  to  teave  a  letter,  "  with  good  news  for  a  poor  man  in 
diftrefs,"  as  he  told  me.     I  did  not  queftion  him  particularly  as  te  this.     He 
himfelf  often  refembled  Lady  Bolingbroke's  lively  defcription  of  Pope :   thar 
"  he  was  un  politique  aux  choux  et  aux  raves"     He  would  fay,  "  I  dine  to-day 
in  Grofvenor-iquare  -"  this  might  be  with  a  Duke :  or,  perhaps,  "  I  dine 
to-day  at  the  other  end  of  the  town :"  or,  a  A  gentleman  of  great  eminence 
called  on  me  yefterday."— He  loved  thus  to  keep  things  floating  in  conjedture  ;•- 
Omne  ignotum  pro  magniftco  eft..    I  believe  I  ventured  to  diffipate  the  cloud,  to 
unveil  the  myftery,  more  freely  and  frequently-  than  any  of  his  friends.     We 
flopped  again,  at  Wirgman's,.  the  corner  of  St.  James's-ftreet,  a  toy-Jbopy  to 
which  he  had  been  dire&ed,  but  not  clearly,  for  he  fearched  about  fome 
time,  and  could  not  find  it  at  firft  j  and  faid,  "  To  direft  one  only  to  a. 
comer  fhop  is  toying  with  one."     1  fuppofe  he  meant  this  as  a  play  *  upon  the 
word  toy :  it  was  the  firft  time  that  I  knew  him  ftoop  to  fuch  fport.     After 
he  had  been  fome  time  in  the  fhop,  he  fent  for  me  to  come  out  of  the  coach, 
and  help  him  to  choofe  a  pair  of  filver  buckles,  as  thofc  he  had  were  too 
faiall.     Probably  this  alteration  in  drefs  had  been  fuggefted  by  Mrs.  Thrale, , 
by  aflbciating  with  whom,,  his  external  appearance  was  much  improved.     He 
got  better  clothes;    and  the  dark  colour,   from  which N he   never  deviated, 
was  enlivened  by  metal  buttons.     His  wigs,,  too,  were  much  better;   and! 
during  their  travels  in  France,    he  was  furnifhed  with  a  Paris-made  wig, 
of  handfome  conftrudtion.     This  choofing  of  filver  buckles  was  a  negociation : 
cc  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  will  not  have  the  ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  faftiion  ; 
and  I  will  give  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair."     Such  were  the  principles 
of  the  bufihefs ;  and,  after  fome  examination,  he  was  fitted.     As  we  drove 
along,    I  found   him  in    a  talking  humour,    of  which  I   availed    myfelf. 
Boswell.  "  I  was  this  morning  in  Ridley's  fhop,  Sirs  and  was  told,  that  the 
colleltion  called  (  Jobnfoniana'  has  fold  very  much."     Johnson.  "  Yet  the 
'Journey  to  the  Hebrides'  has  not  had  a  great  fale 5."     Boswell.  "That  is 
ftrange."     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  for  in  that  book  I  have  told  th£  world  a: 
great  deal  that  they  did  not  know  before/' 

5  Here  he  either  was  miftaken,  or  had  a  different  notion  of  an  extenfive  fale  from  what  is 
generally  entertained  :  for  the  faft  is,  that  four  thoufand  copies  of  that  excellent  work  were  fold 
Tcry  quickly,  A  new  edition  hai  been  printed  fince  his  death,  befides  that  in  the  collection  of  his  works. . 

Boswell. 
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i778-  Boswill.  "I  drank  chocolate,  Sir,  this  forenoon  with  Mr.  Eld  -,  and,  t* 

JEtat.  69.  my  no  finall  furprize,  found  him  to  be  a  Stafford/hire  Whig^  a  being  which  I 
did  not  believe  had  exifted."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  are  rafcals  in  all  coun- 
tries." Boswell.  "  Eld  faid,  a  Tory  was  a  creature  generated  between  a 
non-juring  parfon  and  one's  grand-mother/'  Johnson.  "  And  I  have  always 
faid,  the  firft  Whig  was  the  Devil."  Boswell.  "  He  certainly  was,  Sir. 
The  Devil  was  impatient  of  fubordination  \  he  was  the  firft  who  refilled 
power : 

c  Better  to  reign  in  Hell  than  ferve  in  Heaven." 

At  General  Paoli's  were  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Laqgton,  Marchefe 
Gherardi  of  Lombardy,  and  Mr.  John  Spottifwoode,  of  Sppttifwoode 6,  the 
folicitor.  At  this  time  fears  of  an  invafion  were  circulated;  to  obviate  which, 
Mr.  Spottifwoode  obferved,  that  Mr.  Frafer  the  engineer,  who  had  lately 
come  from  Dunkirk,  faid,  that  the  French  had  the  fame  fears  of  us.  Johnson. 
"  It  is  thus  that  mutual  cowardice  keeps  us  in  peace.  Were  one  half  of 
mankind  brave,  and  one  half  cowards,  the  brave  would  be  always  beating 
the  cowards.  Were  all  brave,  they  would  lead  a  very  uneafy  life ;  all  would 
be  continually  fighting :  but  being  all  cowards,  we  go  on  very  well." 

We  talked  of  drinking  wine.  Johnson.  "  I  require  wine  only  when  I 
am  alone.  I  have  then  often  wifhed  for  it,  and  often  taken  it."  Spottiswoode. 
<c  What,  by  way  of  a  companion,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  To  get  rid  of  myfelfi 
to  fend  myfelf  away.  Wine  gives  great  pleafure ;  and  every  pleafure  is  of 
itfelf  a  good.  It  is  a  good,  unlefs  counterbalanced  by  evil.  A  man  may 
have  a  ftrong  reafon  not  to  drink  wine  j  and  that  may  be  greater  than  the 
pleafure.  Wine  makes  a  man  better  pleafed  with  himfelf.  I  do  not  fay  that 
it  makes  him  more  pleafing  to  others.  Sometimes  it  does.  But  the  danger 
is,  that  while  a  man  grows  better  pleafed  with  himfelf,  he  may  be  growing 
lefs  pleafing  to  others  .  Wine  gives  a  man  nothing.  It  neither  gives  him 
knowledge  nor  wit ;  it  only  animates  a  man,  and  enables  him  to  bring  out 

6  In  the  phrafeology  of  Scotland,  I  fhould  have  faid,  "  Mr.  Spottifwoode,  of  that  ilkP 
Johnfon  knew  that  fenfe  of  the  word  very  well,  and  has  thus  explained  it  in  his  Dictionary, 
voce  Ilk — "  It  alfo  fignifies  *  the  fame ;'  as,  Mackintojb  of  that  ilk%  denotes  a  gentleman  whofe 
furname  and  the  title  of  his  eftate  ait  the  fame*" 

7  It  is  obferved  in  Waller's  Life,  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  that  he  drank  only  water ;  and 
that  while  he  fat  in  a  company  who  were  drinking  wine,  "  he  had  the  dexterity  to  accommodate 
his  difcourfe  to  the  pitch  of  theirs  as  it/uah."  If  excefs  in  drinking  be  meant,  the  remark  is 
acutely  juft.  Bat  furely,  a  moderate  ufe  of  wine  gives  a  gaiety  of  fpirits  which  water-drinkers 
know  not. 

what 
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what  a  dread  of  the  company  has  irprcfled.    It  only  puts  in  motion  what 

has  been  locked  up  in  froft.     But  this  may  be  good,  or  it  may  be  bad/' 

Spottiswoode.  "  So,  Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box :  but  this  box 

may  be  either  full  or  empty."    Johnson.  «  Nay,  Sir,  conversion  is  the 

key :  wine  is  a  pick-lock  which  forces  open  the  box  and  injures  it.    A  man 

(hould  cultivate  his  mind  (o  as  to  have  that  confidence  and  readinefs  without 

wine,  which  wine  gives/'    Bos  well.  "  The  great  difficulty  of  refitting  wine 

is  from  benevolence.    For  inftance,  a  good  worthy  man  afks  you  to  talte  his 

wine  which  he  has  had  twenty  years  in  his  cellar."    Johnson.  "  Sir,  all  this 

notion  about  benevolence  arifes  from  a  man's  imagining  himfelf  to  be  of  more 

importance  to  others,  than  he  really  is.     They  don't  care  a  farthing  whether 

he  drinks  wine  or  not."    &r  Joshua  Reynolds.  "  Yes,  they  do  for  the 

time."    Johnson.  cc  For  the  time  ! — If  they  care  this  minute,  they  forget  it 

die  next.    And  as  for  the  good  worthy  man ;  how  do  we  know  he  is  good 

and  worthy  ?    No  good  and  worthy  man  will  infill  upon  another  man's  drink* 

ing  wine.    As  to  the  wine  twenty  years  in  the  cellar— of  ten  men,  three  fay 

this,  merely  becaufe  they  muft  fay  fomething  j— three  are  telling  a  lie,  when 

they  fay  they  have  had  the  wine  twenty  years ;— -three  would  rather  fave  the 

wine  j— one,  perhaps,  cares.    I  allow  it  is  fomething  to  pleafe  one's  com* 

pany ;  and  people  are  always  pkafed  with  thofe  who  partake  plealure  with 

them.     But  after  a  man  has  brought  himlelf  to  relinquifh  the  great  perlbnal 

pleafure  which  arifes  from  drinking  wine,  any  other  confideration  is  a  trifle. 

To  pleafe  others  by  drinking  wine,  is  fomething,  only  if  there  be  nothing 

againft  it.    I  Ihould,  however,  be  fony  to  offend  worthy  men : 

c  Curft  be  the  verfe,  how  well  foe'er  it  flow* 
c  That  tends  to  make  oqe  worthy  man  my  foe." 

Boswjbll.  "  Curft  be  the  Jpring,  the  water"  Johnson.  "  But  let  us  confider 
what  a  fad  thing  it  would  be,  if  we  were  obliged  to  drink  or  do  any  thing 
clfe  that  may  happen  to  be  agreeable  to  the  company  where  we  are. 
Lancton.  "  By  the  fame  rule  you  muft  join  with  a  gang  of  cut-purfi 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir :  but  yet  we  muft  do  juftice  to  wine  i  we  muft  allow  it 
the  power  it  poflefles.  To  make  a  man  pleated  with  himfelf,  let  me  tell  you, 
is  doing  a  very  great  thing* 


c  Si  patrue  volumus,  fi  Nobis  vivere  cart. 


» 
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I  was  at  this  time  myfelf  a  water-drinker,  upon  trial  by  Johnfon's  recom- 
mendation. Johnson.  "  Bofwell  is  a  bolder  combatant  than  Sir  Jafhua :  he: 
argues  for  wine  without  the  help  of  wine  j  but'  Sir  Jofhua  with  it,"  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds.  "  But  to  pleafe  one's  company  is  a  ftrong  motive/' 
Johnson,  (who,  from  drinking  only  water,  fuppofed  every  body  who  drank 
wine  to  be  elevated,)  "  I  won't  argue  any  more  with  you,  Sir.  You  are  too 
far  gone."  Sir  Joshua.  "  I  fhould  have  thought  fo  indeed,  Sir,  had  I 
made  fuch  a  fpeech  as,  you  have  now  dpne."  Johnson,  (drawing  hknfelf 
in,  and,  I  really  thought,  blufhing,)  cc  Nay,  don't  be  angry,  I  did  not 
mean  to  offend  you."  Sir  Joshua.  <c  At  firft  the  tafte  of  wine  was  difagree- 
able  to  me  ;  but  I  brought  myfelf  to  drink  it,  that  I  might  be  like  other 
people.  The  pleafure  of  drinking  wine  is  fo-connefted  with  pleafmg  your 
company,  that  altogether  there  is  fomething  of  focial  goodnefs  in  it'.M 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  this  is  only  faying  the  fame  thing  over  again."  Sir  Joshua. 
"  No,  this  is  new,"  Johnson.  f<  You  put  it  in  new  words,  but  it  is  an  old 
thought.  This  is  one  of  the  difadvantages  of  wine.  It  makes  a  man 
miftake  words  for  thoughts."  Boswell*  "  I  think  it  is  a  new  thoughts  at 
leaft,  it  is  in  a  new  attitude."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  a  new 
coat;  or  a/i  old  coat  with  a  new  facing.  (Then,  laughing  heartily)  It  is  the 
old  dog  in  a  new  doublet.— An  extraordinary  inffiance  however  may  occur 
•where  a  man's  patron  will  do  nothing  for  him,  unlefs  he  will  drink :  tbert 
may  be  a  good  reafon  for  drinking." 

I  mentioned  a  nobleman  who  I  believed  was  really  uneafy  if  his  company 
would  not  drink  hard.  Johnson.  "  That  is  from  having  had  people  about 
him  whom  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  command."  Boswell.  <c  Suppofing  I 
fhould  be  tete  a  tete  with  him  at  table."  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  there  is  no  more 
reafon  for  your  drinking  with  bimy  than  his  being  fober  with  you"  Boswell. 
cc  Why  that  is  true  j  for  it  would  do  him  lefs  hurt  to  be  fober,  than  it  would 
do  me  to  get  drunk."  Johnson.  c<  Yes,  Sir;  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
of  him,  one  would  not  wilh  to  facrifiee  himfclf  to  fuch  a  man.  If  he  mult 
always  have  fomebody  to  dKhk  with  him,  he  Ihould  buy  a  (lave,  and  then 
he  would  be  fure  to  have  it.  They  who  fubmit  to  drink  as  another  pleafes, 
make  themfelves  his  flaves."  Boswell.  "  But;  Sir,  :you  will  furely  make- 
allowance  for  the  duty  of  holpitality.  A  gentleman  who  loves  drinking  comes 
to  vifit  me."  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  a  man  knows  whom  he  vifits  s  he  comes  to 
the  table  of  a  fober  man."  Boswell.  cc  But,  Sir,  you  and  I  fhould  not  have 
been  fo  well  received  in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides,  if  I  had  not  drank  with 
our  worthy  friends.     Had  I  drunk  water  only  as  you  did,  they  would  not 

have 
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Tiave  been  fo  cordial."  Johnson.  Cf  Sir  William  Temple  mentions  that  in 
his  travels  through  the  Netherlands  he  had  two  or  three  gentlemen  with  him, 
and  when  a  bumper  was  necefiary  he  put  it  on  them.  Were  I  to  travel  again 
through  the  Highlands,  I  would  have  Sir  Joftiua  with  me  to  take  the 
bumpers."  Boswell.  cc  But,  Sir,  let  me  put  a  cafe.  Suppofe  Sir  Jolhua 
fliould  take  a  jaunt  into  Scotland ;  he  does  me  the  honour  to  pay  me  a  vifit 
at  my  houfe  in  the  country;  I  am  overjoyed  at  feeing  him 5  we  are  quite 
by  ourfelyesj  ihall  I  unfociably  and  churlifhly  let  him  fit  drinking  by  himfelf? 
No,  no,  my  dear  Sir  Joihua*  yog  ihall  not  be  treated  fo,  I  will  take  a  bottle 
with  you." 

The  celebrated  Mrs.  Rudd  being  mentioned,  Johnson.  "  Fifteen  years 
ago  I  fhould  have  gone  to  fee  her."  Spottiswoode.  "  Becaufe  (he  was 
fifteen  years  younger  ?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir*  but  now  they  have  a  trick, 
of  putting  eyery  thing  into  the  news-papers." 

He  begged  of  General  Paoli  to  repeat  one  of  the  introductory,  ftanzas 
of  the  firft  book  of  TafTo's  cc  Jerufalem,"  which  he  did,  and  then  Johnfon 
found  feult  with  the  fimile  of  fweetening  the  edges  of  a  cup  for  a  child,  being 
transferred  from ;  Lucretius  into  an  epick  poem.  The  General  faid  h^  did 
not  imagine  Homer's  poetry  was  fo  ancient  as  is  fuppofed,  becaufe  he  afcribes . 
to  a  Greek  colony  circumftances  of  refinement  not  found  in  Greece  itftlf  at 
a  later  period,  when  Thucydides  wrote.  Johnson.  <f  I  recollect  but  one 
,pafiage  quoted  by  Thucydides  from  Homer,  which. is  not  to  be. found  in  our 
-copies  of  Homer's  works ;  I  am  for  t\pp  antiquity  .of  Homer,  and  think  that 
a  Grecian  colony  by  being  nearer  Perfia  plight  be  more  refined  than  the 
mother  country." 

On  Wednefday,  April  29, 1  -dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Allan  Ramfay's,  where 

were  Lord  Binning,  Dr.  Robertfon  the  hiftorian,  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  and 

the  Honourable  Mrs.  Bofcawen,   widow  of  the  Admiral,    and  mother  of 

the  prefent  Vifcount  Falmouth,  of  whom*  if  it  be  not  prefumptuous  in  ipe 

to  praife  her,  I  would  fay,  that  her  manners  are  the  mod  agreeable*  and 

her  conversion  the.  bcft  of  any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happinefs 

to  be  acquainted.      Before  Johnfon  came  we  talked  a  good  deal  of  him; 

Ramfay  faid  he  had  always  found   him  a  wry  polite  man,   and  that  he 

treated  him  with  great  refpeft,  which  he  did  very  fincerely.     I  faid  I  wor- 

fhipped  him.     Robertson.  cc  But  feme  of  you  fpoil  him  ;  you  fhould  not 

worfiup  him ;    you  fhpuid  worfhip  no  man."    Boswell.  "  I  cannot  help 

worshipping  him,  he  is  fo  much  fuperiour  toother  men."    Robertson.  <c  In 

criticifm,   and  in  wit  in  canverfation  he  is  no  doubt  very  excellent  \  but  in 

other  refpe&s  he  is  not  above  other  men;  he  will  believe  any  thing,  and  will 

K  k  %  ftrenuoufly 
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ftrenubufly  defend  the  moft  minute  circumftance  connected  with  the  Church 
of  England."  Boswell.  «  Believe  me,  Doftor,  you  are  mucji  miftaken  as 
to  this;  for  when  you  talk  wkh  him  calmly  in  private,  he  is  very  liberal  in 
his  way  of  thinking."  Robertson.  cc  He  and  I  have  been  always  very 
gracious  ;  the  firft  time  I  met  him  was  one  evening  at  Strahan's,  when  he  had 
juft  had  an"  unlucky  altercation  with  Adam  Smith,  to  whom  he  had  been  {0 
rough,  that  Strahan,  after  Smith  was  gone,  had  remonftrated  with  him,  and 
told  him  that  I  was  coming  loon,  and  that  he  was  uneafy  to  think  that  he 
might  behave  in  the  .fame  manner  to  me.  f  No,  no,  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon,) 
I  warrant  you  Roberribn  and  I  fhall  do  very  well/  Accordingly  he  Was 
gende  and  good-humoured,  and  courteous  with  me  the  whole  evening;  and 
lie  has  been  lb  upon,  every  occafion  that  we  have  met  fince.  I  have  often 
laid  (laughing)  that  I  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  to  Smith  for 
my  good  reception."  Boswill.  c<  His  power  of  reafoning  is  very  ftrong, 
and  he  has  a  peculiar  art  of  drawing  characters,  which  is  as  rare  as  good 
portrait  painting/9  Sir  Joskua  Reynolds.  "  He  is  undoubtedly  admirable 
in  this ;  but,  in  order  to.  mark  the  charafters  which  he  draws,  he  overcharges 
themr  and  gives  people  more  than  they  really  have,  whether  of  good  or 
bad." 

No  fooner  did  he,  of  whom  we  had  been  thus  talking  {o  eafily,  arrive,  than' 
we  were  all  as  quiet  as  a  fchool  upon  the  entrance  of  the  head-mafter ;  and 
were  Very  foon  fet  down  to  a  table  covered  with  luch  variety  of  good  things 
as  contributed  not  a  little  to  difpofe  him  to  be  pleafed. 

Ramsay.  cc  I  am  old  enough  to  have  been  a  contemporary  of  Pope.  His 
poetry  was  highly  admired  in  his  life-time,  more  a  great  deal  than  after  his 
death."  Johnson.  u  Sir,  it  has  not  been  lefs  admired  after  his  death;  no 
authours  ever  had  lb  much  fame  in  their  own  life-time  as  Pope 'and  Voltaire; 
and  Pope's  poetry  has  been  as  much  admired  after  his  death  as  during  his 
life;  it  has  only  not  been  as  much  talked  of,  but  that  is  owing  to  its  being 
now  more  diftant,  and  people  having  other-  writings  to  talk  ofi  Virgil  is 
lefs  talked  of  than  Pope,  and  Homer  is  lefs  talked  df  than  Virgil;  but  they 
are  not  lefs  admired.  We  muft  read  what  the  world  reads  at  the  moment. 
It  has  been  maintained  that  this  fuperfcetation,  this  teeming  of  the  prels  in 
modern* times,  is  prejudicial  to  good  literature,  becaufe  it  obliges  us  to  read 
fo  much  of  what  is  of  inferiour  value,  in  order  to  be  in  the  fafhion ;  lb  that 
better  works  are  neglc£ted*for  want  of  time,  becaufe  a  man  will  have  more 
gratification  of  his  vahity  in  conversation,  from  having  read  modern  books, 
than  from  having  read  the  beft  works  of  antiquity.    But  it  muft  be  confidered, 

6  that 
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that  we  have  now  more  knowledge  generally  diffufed;  all  our  ladies  read  1778. 
flow,  which  is  a  great  excenfion.  Modern  writers  are  the  moons  of  literature,  ^tat ,  60! 
they  (hine  with  reflefted  light,  with  light  borrowed  from  the  ancients. 
Greece  appears  to  rfie  to  be  the  fountain  of  knowledge  -,  Rome  of  elegance." 
Ramsay.  cc  I  fuppofe  Homer's  c  Iliad'  to  be  a  collection  of  pieces  which 
had  been  written  before  his  time.  I  (hould  like  to  lee  a  tranflation  of  it  in 
poetical  profe  like  the  book  of  Ruth  or  Job."  Robertson.  cc  Would  you, 
Dr.  Johnfon,  who  are  mafter  of  the  Englifh  language,  but  try  your  hand  upon 
a  part  of  it."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  could  not  read  it  without  the  pleafure  of 
verfe  V 

We  talked  of  antiquarian  refearches.  Johnson.  "  All  that  is  really  known 
of  the  ancient  ftate  of  Britain  is  contained  in  a  few  pages.  We  can  know  no 
more  than  what  the  old  writers  have  told  us ;  yet  what  large  books  have  we 
upon  it,  the  whole  of  which  excepting  fuch  parts  as  are  taken  from  thofe 
old  writers  is  all  a  dream,  (uch  as  Whitaker's  c  Manchefter/  I  have  heard. 
Henry's  c  Hiftory  of  Britain'  well  fpoken  of,  I  am  told  it  is  carried  on  in  K 
feparate  divifions,  as  the  civil,  the  military,  the  religious  hiftory ;  I  wifh  much 
to  have  one  branch  well  done,  and  that  is  the  hiftory  of  manners,  of  common, 
life."  Robirtson.  "  Henry  (hould  have  applied  his  attention  to  that  alone, 
which  is  enough  for  any  man ;  and  he  might  have  found  a  great  deal  fcattered 
in  various  books,  had  he  read  fblely  with  that  view.  Henry  erred  in  not 
felling  his  firft  volume  at  a  moderate  price  to  the  bookfellers,  that  they  /night 
have  pufhed  him  on  till  he  had  got  reputation.  I  fold  my  c  Hiftory  of 
Scotland'  at  a  moderate  price,  as  a  work  by  which  the  bookfellers  might 
either  gain  or  not ;  and  Cadell  has  told  me  that  Millar  and  he  have  got  fix 
thoufand  pounds  by  it.  I  afterwards  received  a  much  higher  price  for  my 
writings.  An  authour  fhould  fell  his  firft  work  for  what  the  bookfellers  will 
give,  till  it  fhall  appear  whether  he  is  an  authour  of  merit,  or,  which  is  the 
fame  thing  as  to  purchafe-money,  an  authour  who  pleafes  the  publick." 

Dr.  Robertfon  expatiated  on  the  character  of  a  certain  nobleman;  that  he 
was  one  of  the  ftrongeft-minded  men  that  ever  lived;  that  he  would  fit  in 
company  quite  fluggifh,  while  there  was  nothing  to  call  forth  his  intellectual 
vigour  j  but  the  moment  that  any  important  fubjeft  was  ftarted,  for  inftancef 
how  this  country  is  to  be  defended  againft  a  French  invafion,  he  would  roufe 

•  This  experiment  which  Madame  Dacier  made  in  vain,  has  finee  been  tried  in  our  own 
language  by  the  editor  of"  Offian,"  and  we  moft  either  think  very  meanly  of  his  abilities, 
or  zSHaw  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  the  right* 

himfelf* 
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»77**  himfelf,  and  fhew  his  extraordinary  talents  with  the  moft  powerful  ability  and 
yEtaV.  69.  animation."  Johnson.  "  Yet  this  man  cut  his  own  throat.  The  true 
ftrong  and  found  mind  is  the  mind  that  can  embrace  equally  great  things  and 
fmall.  Now  I  am  told,  the  King  of  Pruffia  will  fay  to  a  fervant,  c  Bring  me 
a  botde  of  fuch  a  wine,  which  came. in  fuch  a  year*  it  lies  in  fuch  a  corner 
of  the  cellars.'  I  would  have  a  man  to  be  great  in  great  things,  and  elegant 
in  little  things."  He  faid  to  me  afterwards,  when  we  were  by  ourfelves, 
K  Robertfon  was  in  a  mighty  romantick  humour,  he  talked  of  one  whom  he 
did  not  know,;  but  I  downed  him  with  the  King  of  Pruffia." — "  Yes,  Sir, 
{faid  I,)  you  threw  a  bottle  at  his  h«ad." 

An  ingenious  gentleman  was  mentioned,  concerning  whom  both  Robertfon 
and  Ramfay  agreed  that  he  had  a  .conftant  firmncfs  of  mind;  for  after  a 
laborious  day,  and  amidft  a  multiplicity  of  cares  and  anxieties,  he  would  fit 
down  with  his  fitters  and  be  quite  cheerful  and  good-humoured.  Such  a 
difpofition  it  was  obferved,  was  a  happy  gift  of  nature..  Johnson.  "  I  do 
.not  think  fo$  a  man  has  from  nature  a  certain  portion  of  mind;  the  ufe  he 
makes  of  it  depends  upon  his  own  free.  will.  That  a  man  has  always  the 
fame  firmnefs  of  mind  I  do  not  fay ;  becaufe  every  man  feels  his  mind  lefc 
firm  at  one  time  than  at  another;  but  1  think  a  man's  being  in  a  good 
or  bad  humour  depends  upon  his  will."  I,  however,  could  not  help  thinking 
that  a  mart's  humour  is  often  uncontroulable  by  his  will. 

Johnfon  harangued  againft  drinking  wine,  "  A  man  (faid  he)  may  choofe 
whether  he  will  have  abftemioufiiefs  and  knowledge,  or  claret  and  ignorance/' 
Dr.  Robertfon  (who  is  very  companionable)  was  beginning  to  diflent  as  to  the 
.profcription  of  claret.  Johnson,  (wifh  a  placid  fmile)  "  Nay,  Sir,  you  fhall 
not  differ  with  me ;  as  I  have  faid  that  the  man  is  moft  perfedt  who  takes  in 
the  mod  things,  lam  for  knowledge  and  claret/'  Robertson,  (holding  a 
glafs  of  generous  claret  in  his  hand)  cc  Sir,  I  can  only  drink  your  health/' 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  Ihould  be  forry  if  you  fhould  be  ever  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to 
be  able  to  do  nothing  more."  Robertson.  *c  Dr.  Johnfon,  allow  me  to  fay, 
that  in  one  refpeft  I  have  the  advantage  of  you;  when  you  were  in  Scotland 
you  would  not  come  to  hear  any  of  our  preachers,  whereas  when  I  am  here 
I  attend  your  publick  worftiip  without  fcruple,  and  indeed,  with  great  fatis- 
faftion."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  that  is  not  fo  extraordinary :  the  King  of 
Siam  fent  ambaffadors  to  Louis  the  Fourteenth;  but  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
•Xent  none  to  the  King  of  Siam9." 

9  Mrs.  Piozzi  confident!/  mentions  this  as  having  paffed  in  Scotland.  "Anecdotes/'  P«  6** 

1  Here 
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Here  my  friend  for  once  difcovered  a  want  of  knowledge  or  forge tfulnefs  5  for     *  778- 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  did  fend  an  embafly  to  the  King  of  Siam,  and  the  Abbe  ^tatvt^T 
Choifis,  who  was  employed  in  it,  publifhed  an  account  of  it  in  two  volumes. 

Next  day,  Thurfday,  April  30, 1  found  him  at  home  by  himfelf.  Johnson.  • 
u  Well,  Sir,  Ramfay  gave  us  a  fplendid  dinner,  I  love  Ramfay.  You  will 
not  find  a  man  in  whofe  converfation  there  is  more  inftru&ion,  more  informa- 
tion, and  more  elegance,  than  in  Ramfay,s/*'  Boswell.  "What  I  admire 
in  Ramfay,  is  his  continuing  to  be  (6  young/*  Johnson:  "  Why  yes,  Sir, 
it  is  to  be  admired.  I  value  myfelf  upon  this,  that  there  is  nothing  of  the 
old  man.  in  my  converfation.     I  am  now  fixty-erght,  and  I  have  no  more  of 

it  than  at  twenty-eight."  Boswell.  "But,  Sir,  would  not  you  wifh  to 
know  old  age  ?  He  who  is  never  an*  old  man  does  not  know  the  whole  of 
human  life ;  for  old  age  is  one  of  the  divHions  of  it/"  Johnson.  <c  Nay, 
Sir,  what  talk  is  this  ?  Boswell.  "  I  mean,  Sir,  the  Sphinx's  defcription  of 
it — morning,  noon*  and  night.  I  would  know  night,  as  well  as  morning 
and  noon/'  Johnson*  *r  What,  Sir,  would  you  know  what  it  is  to  feel  the 
evils  of  old  age  ?  Would  you  have  the  gout?  Would  you  have  decrepi- 
tude ?"•— Seeing  him  heated,  I  would  not  argue  any  farther;  but  I  was  con- 
fident that  I  was  in  the  right.  I  would,  in  due  time,  be  a  Neftor,  an  elder 
of  the  people ;  and  there  Jhouldbt  fbme  difference  between  the  converfation 
of  .twenty-eight  and  fixty-eight.  A  grave  pi&ure  fhould  not  be  gay.  There 
is  a  ferene,  folemn,  placid  old  age.  Johnson.  <c  Mrs.  Thrale's  mother 
iaid  of  me  what  flattered  me  much. .  A  clergyman  was  complaining  of  want 
of  fociety  in  the  country  where  he  lived  j  and  faid,  €  They  talk  of  runts  / 
(.that  is,  young  cows).  "Sir,  (faid  Mrs.  Salufbury,)  Mr.  Johnfon  would 
learn  to  talk  of  runts  :'  meaning  that  I  was  a  man  who  would  make  the  moft 
of  my  fituation,  whatever  it  was//  He  added,  fC  I  think  myfelf  a  very 
polite  man/' 

On  Saturday,  May  2,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  where 
there  was  a  very  large  company,  and  a  great  deal  of  converfation ;  but  owing 
to  fbme  circumftance  which  I  cannot  now  recolledt, .  I  have  no  record  of  any 
part  of  it,  except  that  there  were  feveral  people  there  by  no  means  of  the 
Johnfonian  fchool  j  fo  that  lefs  attention  was  paid  to  him  than  ufual,  which 
put  him  out  of  humour ;  and  upon  fome  imaginary  offence  from  me,  he 
attacked  me  with  fuch  rudenefs,*  that  I  was  vexed  and  angry,  becaufe  it  gave 
thofe  perfons  an  opportunity  of  enlarging,  upon  his  fuppofed  ferocity,  and 
ill  treatment  of  his  beft  friends.  I  was  fo  much  hurt,  and  had  my  pride 
fo  much  roufed,   that  I  kept  away  from  him  for  a  weeks   and,  perhaps, 

might 
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might  have  kept  away  much  longer,  nay,  gone  to  Scotland  without  feeing 
him  again,  had  not  we  fortunately  met  and  been  reconciled.  To  fuch  un- 
happy chances  are  human  friendlhips  liable. 

On  Friday,  May  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Langton's.  I  was  referred 
and  filent,  which  I  fuppofc  he  perceived,  and  might  recolleft  the  caufe.  After 
dinner,  when  Mr*  Langton  was  called  out  of  the  room,  and  we  were  by 
ourfelves,  he  drew  his  chair  near  to  mine,  and  faid,  in  a  tone  of  conciliating 
courtefy,  "  Well,  how  have  you  done  ?"  Boswell.  "  Sir,  you  have  made 
me  very  uneafy  by  your  behaviour  to  me  when  we  were  laft  at  Sir  Jofliua 
Reynolds's.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  no  man  has  a  greater  rfefpcft  and 
affeftipn  for  you,  or  would  fooner  go  to  the  end  of  the  world  to  ferve  you. 
Now  to  treat  me  fo— ."  He  infilled  that  I  had  interrupted  him,  which  I 
allured  him  was  not  the  cafe ;  and  proceeded,  "  But  why  treat  mc  fo  before 
people  who  neither  love  you  nor  me  i"  Johnson.  cc  Well,  I  am  fony  for  it. 
I'll  make  it  up  to  you  twenty  different  ways,  as  you  pleafe."  Boswell.  "  I 
laid  to-day  to  Sir  Jofhua,  when  he  obferved  that  you  toffed  me  fometimes,  I 
don't  care  how  often,  or  how  high  he  tofics  me,  when  only  friends  are 
prefent,  for  then  I  fall  upon  loft  ground :  but  I  do  not  like  falling  on  (tones, 
which  is  the  cafe  when,  enemies  are  prefent.—!  think  this  a  pretty  good 
image,  Sir."    Johnson.  c<  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  happieft  I  have  ever  heard/' 

The  truth  is,  there  was  no  venom  in  the  wounds  which  he  inflidfced  at  any 
time,  unkfs  they  were  irritated  by  fome  malignant  infufipn  by  other  hajids. 
We  were  inftantly  as  cordial  again  as  ever,  and  joined  in  hearty  laugh  at  fomc 
ludicrous  but  innocent  peculiarities  of  one  of  our  friends.  Boswell.  <c  Do 
you  think,  Sir,  it  is  always  culpable  to  laugh  at  a  man  to  his  face  ?"  Johnson. 
M  Why,  Sir,  that  depends  upon  the  man  and  the  thing.  If  it  is  a  flight  man, 
and  a  flight  thing,  you  may;  for  you  take  nothing  valuable  from  him." 

He  faid,  "  I  read  yefterday  Dr.  Blair's  fermon  on  Devotion,  from  the  text 
'  Cornelius,  a  devout  man* '  His  doftrinc  is  the  beft  limited,  the  bed  exprefled : 
there  is  the  mod:  warmth  without  fanaticifm,  the  moft  rational  tranfport. 
There  is  one  part  of  it  which  I  dilapprove,  and  I'd  have  him  correct  it ; 
which  is,  that  c  he  who  does  not  feel  joy  in  religion  is  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  heaven/  There  are  many  good  men  whole  fear  of  God  predominates 
over  their  love.  It  may  difcourage.  It  was  ralhlyfaid.  A  noble  fermon  it 
is  indeed.     I  wilh  Blair  would  come  over  to  the  Church  of  England." 

When  Mr.  Langton  returned  to  us,  the  "flow  of  talk"  went  on.  An 
eminent  authour  being  mentioned ;— Johnson.  fC  He  is  not  a  pleafant  man. 
His  converfation  is  neither  inftruttive  nor  brilliant.     He.  does  not  talk  as   if 

impelled 
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impelled  by  any  fullnefs  of  knowledge  or  vivacity  of  imagination.     His      177^* 
converfation  is  like  that  of  any  other  fenfible  man.     He  talks  with  no  wilh  )Em^6a. 
either  to  inform  or  ta  hear,  but  only  becaufe  he  thinks  it  does  not  become 
»  ■  to  fit  in  a  company  and  fay  nothing." 

Mr.  Langton  having  repeated  the  anecdote  of  Addifbn  having  difHnguifhed 
between  his  powers  in  converfation  and  in  writing,  by  faying  "  I  have  only 
nine-pence  in  my  pocket  $  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thoufand  pounds  ;"«*-Johnson. 
<f  He  had  not  that  retort  ready,  Sir ;  he  had  prepared  it  before-hand." 
Langton.  (turning  to  me)  "  A  fine  furmife.  Set  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief." 

v  Johnfon  called  the  Eaft-Indians  barbarians.  BosweIl.  "  You  will  except 
the  Chincfe,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  cc  No,  Sir."  Boswell.  cc  Have  they  not 
arts?"  Johnson.  "They  have  pottery."  Boswell.  "What  do  you  lay 
to  the  written  chara&ers  of  their  language  ?"  Johnson.  t€  Sir,  they  have 
not  an  alphabet.  They  have  not  been  able  to  form  what  all  other  nations 
have  formed.  Boswell.  •*  There  is  more  learning  in  their  language  than 
in  any  other,  from  the  immenfe  number  of  their  characters.**  Johnson. 
c<  It  is  only  more  difficult  from  its  rudenefs  $  as  there  is  more  laboyr  in 
hewing  down  a  tree  with  a  ftone  than  with  an  axe." 

He  faid,  "  I  have  been  reading  Lord  Karnes's  «  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory 
of  Man."  In  treating  of  feverity  of  punifhment,  he  mentions  that  of 
Madame  Lapouchin,  in  Rufiia,  but  he  does  not  give  it  fairly ;  for  I  have 
looked  at  Cbappe  DyAuterocbey  from  whom  he  has  taken  it.  He  flops  where 
it  is  laid  that  the  ipe&ators  thought  her  innocent,  and  leaves  out  what  follows $ 
that  {he  nevcrthelefs  was  guilty.  Now  this  is  being  as  culpable  as  one  can 
conceive,  to  mifreprcfent  fa£t  in  a  book^  and  for  what  motive  ?  It  is  like 
one  of  thofe  lies  which  people  tell,  one  cannot  fee  why.  The  woman's  life 
was  lpared ;  and  no  punifhment  is  too  great  for  the  favourite  of  an  Emprefi 
who  had  confpired  to  dethrone  her  miftrefs.  Boswell.  "  He  was  only  giving 
a  picture  of  the  Jady  in  her  fufferings."  Johnson.  cc  Nay,  don't  endeavour 
to  palliate  this.  Guilt  is  a  principal  feature  in  the  pidture.  Karnes  is 
puzzled  with  a  queftion  that  puzzled  me  when  I  was  a  very  young  man. 
Why  is  it  that  the  intereft  of  money  is  lower,  when  money  is  plentiful  j  for 
five  pounds  has  the  fame  proportion  of  value  to  a  hundred  pounds  when 
money  is  plentiful,  as  when  it  is  fcarce  ?  A  lady  explained  it  to  me.  c  It  is 
((aid  fhe)  becaufe  when  money  is  plentiful  there  are  fb  many  more  who  have 
money  to  lend,  that  they  bid  down  one  another.  Many  have  then  a  hundred 
pounds $  and  one  lays,  Take  mine  rather  than  another's,  and  ypu  fhall  have  it  at 
four  per  cm."  Boswell.  <c  Does  Lord  Karnes  deeide  the  queftion?"  Johnson. 

Vol.  II.  II  "I  think 
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"  I  think  he  leaves  it  as  he  found  it."  Boswxll.  «  This  muft  have  been 
an  extraordinary  lady  who  inftrudted  you,  Sir.  May  I  aflc  who  fhe  was  I" 
Johnson.  "  Molly  Afton ',  Sir,  the  filler  of  thofe  ladies  with  whom  you 
dined  at  Lichfield.— »I  (hall  be  at  home  to-morrow."  Boswell.  "  Then  let 
us  dine  by  ourfelves  at  the  Mitre,  to  keep  up  the  old  cuftom,  c  the  cuftom  of 
the  Manor/  the  cuftom  of  the  mitre."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  fo  it  (hall  be." 

On  Saturday,  May  9,  we  fulfilled  our  purpofc  of  dining  by  ourfelves 
at  the  Mitre;,  according  to  old  cuftom.  There  was,  on  thefe  occafrons,  a 
little  circumftance  of  kind  attention  to  Mrs.  Williams,  which  muft  not  be 

* 

omitted.  Before  coming  out,  and  leaving  her  to  dine  alone,  he  gave  her  her 
choice  of  a  chicken,  a  fweetbread,  or  any  other  litde  nice  thing,  which  was 
carefully  fent  to  her  from  the  tavern,  ready  dreft. 

Our  converfation  to-day,  I  know  not  how,  turned,  (I  think  for  the  only  time 
at  any  length,  during  our  long  acquaintance,)  upon  the  fenfual  intercourfe  between 
the  fexes,  the  delight  of  which  he  afcribed  chiefly  to  imagination.  "  Were  it 
not  for  imagination,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  a  man  would  be  as  happy  in  the  arms  of  a 
chambermaid  as  of  a  Duchefs.  But  fuch  is  the  adventitious  charm  of  fancy, 
that  we  find  men  who  have  violated  the  beft  principles  of  fociety,  and  ruined 
their  fame  and  their  fortune,  that  they  might  poffefs  a  woman  of  rank."  It 
would  not  be  proper  to  record  the  particulars  of  fuch  a  converfation  in  mo- 
ments of  unreferved  franknefs,  when  nobody  was  prefent  on  whom  it  could 
have  any  hurtful  eflfeft.  That  (ubjeft,  when  philofophically  treated,  may  furely 
employ  the  mind  in  as  curious  difcuffion,  and  as  innocently  as  anatomy ; 
provided  that  thofe  who  do  treat  it  keep  clear  of  inflammatory  incentives. 

"  From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  fevere,"— we  were  fbon  engaged  in 
very  different  fpeculation  j  humbly  and  reverently  confidering  and  wondering 
at  the  univerfal  myftery  of  all  things,  as  our  imperfect  faculties  can  now  judge 
of  them.  "  There  are  (faid  he)  innumerable  queftions  to  which  the  inquifi- 
tive  mind  can  in  this  ftate  receive  no  anfwer :  Why  do  you  and  I  exift  ? 
Why  was  this  world  created  ?  Since  it  was  to  be  created,  why  was  it  not 
created  fooner  ?" 

1  Johnfon  bad  an  extraordinary  admiration  of  this  lady,  notwithstanding  (he  was  a  violent 
Whig.  In  anfwer  to  her  high-flown  fpeeches  for  Liberty,  he  addrefled  to  her  the  following; 
Epigram,  of  whkh  I  prefume  to  offer  a  rraaflation : 

**  Liber  ut  effe  veh'm  fuafifti  fukhra  Maria, 
••  Ut  maneam  liber  pulcbra  Maria  vale" 

Adieu,  Maria !  fince  you'd  have  me  free  ; 
For,  who  beholds  thy  charms  a  flave  muft  be. 

On 
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On  Sunday,  May  10,  I  fuppcd  with  him  at  Mr.  Hoole's,  with  Sir  Joftiua  *778- 
Reynolds.  I  have  negle&ed  the  memorial  of  this  evening,  fo  as  to  remember  ^SatTSo. 
no  more  of  it  than  two  particulars ;  one,  that  he  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  an 
argument  by  Sir  Jofliua,  that  virtue  was  preferable  to  vice,  confidering 
this  life  only ;  and  that  a  man  would  be  virtuous  were  it  only  to  prefcrve  his 
chara&er :  and,  that  he  expreffed  much  wonder  at  the  curious  formation  of 
the  bat,  a  moufe  with  wings ;  faying,  that  cc  it  was  almoft  as  ftrange  a  thing 
in  phyfiology,  as  if  the  fabulous  dragon  could  be  feen." 

On  Tuefday,  May  12,  I  waited  on  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  to  know  if 
his  Lordftiip  would  favour  Dr.  Johnfon  with  information  concerning  Pope, 
whole  Life  he  was  about  to  write.  Johnfon  had  not  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  of-  receiving  any  civility  from  this  nobleman ;  for  he  faid  to  me,  when 
I  mentioned  Lord  Marchmont  as  one  who  could  tell  him  a  great  deal  about 
Pope,  "  Sir,  he  will  tell  me  nothing."  I  had  the  honour  of  being  known  to 
his  Lordftiip,  and  applied  to  him  of  myfelf,  without  being  commiflioned  by 
Johnfon.  His  Lordftiip  behaved  in  the  moft  polite  and  obliging  manner, 
promifed  to  tell  all  he  recolle&ed  about  Pope,  and  was  fo  very  courteous  as 
to  fay,  "  Tell  Dr.  Johnfon  I  have  a  great  refpeft  for  him,  and  am  ready  to 
ihew  it  in  any  way  I  can.  I  am  to  be  in  the  city  to-morrow,  and  will  call 
at  his  houfe.as  I  return."  His  Lordihip  however  afked,  <f  Will  he  write  the 
Lives  of  the  Poets  impartially  ?  He  was  the  firft  that  brought  Whig  and 
Tory  into  a  Di&ionary.  And  what  do  you  think  of  his  definition  of  Excife  ? 
Do  you  know  the  hiftory  of  his  averfion  to  the  word  tranfpirt?"  Then  taking 
down  the  folio  Dictionary,  he  fhewed  it  with  this  cenfure  on  its  fecondary 
fenfe :  cc  To  ^efcape  from  fecrefy  to  notice ;  a  fenfe  lately  innovated  from 
France,  without  neceffity."  The  truth  was,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  left  the 
Jacobites,  firft  ufed  it ;  therefore,  it  was  to  be  condemned.  He  fhould  have 
fhewn  what  word  would  do  for  it,  if  it  was  unneceflary."  I  afterwards  put 
the  queftion  to  Johnfon :  u  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  get  abroad"  Boswell. 
"  That,  Sir,  is  ufing  two  words."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there's  no  end  of  this. 
You  may  as  well  infift  to  have  a  word  for  old  age."  Boswell.  5c  Well,  Sir, 
Seneftus"  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  to  infift  always  that  there  fhould  be  one 
word  to  exprefs  a  thing  in  Englifh, .  becaufe  there  is  one  in  another  language, 
is  to  change  the  language." 

I  availed  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  hear  from  his  Lord/hip  many  par- 
ticulars both  of  Pope  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  I  have  in  writing. 

I  propofed  to  Lord  Marchmont  that  he  fhould  rcvife  Johnfon's  Life  of 

Pope  :  "  So  (faid  his  I^ordfhip)  you  would  put  me  in  a  dangerous  fituation. 
You  know  he  knocked  down  Ofborne  the  bookfeller." 

LI  2  Elated 
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'77*'         Elated  with  the  fuccefs  of  my  fpontaneous  exertion  to  procure  material  and 
)^£~6a'  reipeftable  aid  to  Johnfon  for  his  very  favourite  work,  "  The  Lives  of  the 
Poets."    I  haftened  down  to  Mr.  Thrale's  at  Streatham>  where  he  now  was* 
that  I  might  infure  his  being  at  home  next  day ;   and  after  dinner,  when  I 
thought  he  would  receive  the  good  acws  in  the  beft  humour*  I  announced  it. 
eagerly :  ic  I  have  been  at  work  for  you  to-day*  Sir*    I  have  been  with  Lord. 
Marchmont.     He  bid  me  tell  you  he  has  a  great  refpeft  for  you*  and  will 
call  on  you  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  communicate  all  he  knows  about: 
Pope."-— Here  I  paiiied,  in  full  expe&auon  that  he  would  be  pleafed  with, 
this   intelligence>   would  praife  my  a&ive  merit*  and  would  be  alert  to* 
embrace  fuch  an  offer  from  a  nobleman.      But  whether  I   had  ihewn  an. 
over  exultation,  which  provoked  his  fpken ;  or  whether  he  was  feized  with, 
a  fufpicion  that  I  had  obtruded  him  on  Lord  Marchmont,  and  had  humbled 
him  too  much;  or  whether  there  was  any  thing  more  than  an  unlucky  fit 
of  ill  humour,.  I  know  not*  but*  to  my  furprize,  the  refult  was,— -Johnson.. 
*  I  fhall  not  be  in  town  to-morrow.     I  don't  care  to  know  about  l*ope."' 
Mrs.  Thrale.  (furprized  as  I  was,   and  a  little  angry)    "  I  fuppofc,  Sir,, 
Mr.  Bofwell  thought,  that  as  you  are  to  write  Pope's  Life,  you  would  wifh. 
to  know  about  him*"      Johnson.  "Wtih!  why  yes.    If  it  rained  know- 
ledge I'd  hold  out  my  hand ;  but  I  would  not  give  myfelf  the  trouble  to  go. 
in,  qucft  of  it."     There  was  ho  arguing  with  hiro  at  the  moment.     Some 
time  afterwank  he  faid,  "  Lord  Marchmont  will  call  on  me>  and  then  I  fhall 
call  on.  Lord  Marchmont."    Mr.  Thrale  was  xineafy  at  his  unaccountable 
caprice ;  and  told  me,  that  if  I  did  not  take  care  to  bring  about  a  meeting 
between  Lord  Marchmont  and  him,  it  would  never  take  place,  which  would 
be  a  great  pity..    1  lent  a  card  to  his  Lordfhip,  to  be  left  at  Johnfon's  houfe, . 
acquainting  him,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  could  not  be  in  towancxt  day,  but  would* 
do  himfelf  the  honour  of  waiting  on  him  at  another  time.— I  give  this 
account  fairly,  as  a  fpecimen  of  that  unhappy  temper  with  which  this  great 
and  good  man  had  occafionally  to  flruggle,  from  fomething  morbid  in  his . 
conftitution^    Let  the  mod  cenfbriou*  of  my  readers  fuppofe  himfelf  to  have 
a  violent  fit  of  the  tooth-ach,  or  to  have  received  afevere  ftroke  on  the  fhin-. 
bone,  and.  when  in  fuch  a  ftate  to  be  afked  a  quefiipn  ^  and  if  he  has  any,., 
candour,  he  will  not  be  furprized  at  the  anfwers  which  Johnfon  fometimes . 
gave  in  moments  of  irritation*  which,  let  me  aflure  them,    is  exquifkely 
painful.    But  it  muft  not  be  erroneoufly  fuppofed  that  he  was,  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,    carelefs    concerning  any  work   which   he  undertook,    or  that  he 
wsa  generally  thus  peevifh.     It  will  be  feen,  that  in  the  following  year  he 
Jttd  a  very  agreeable  interview  with  Lord  Marchmont,  at  his  Lordfhip's 

boufej 
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Houfe ;  and  this  very  afternoon  he  foon  forgot  any  fretfulnefs,  and  fell  into 
converfation  as  ufual. 

I  mentioned  a  reflection  having  been  thrown  out  againft  four  Peers  for 
having  prefumed  to  rife  in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  Judges, 
in  a  caufe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  if  that  were  indecent.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
there  is  no  ground  for  cenfure.  The  Peers  are  Judges  thertifelves :  and  fup- 
poGng  them  really  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they  might  from  duty  be  in 
oppofition  to  the  Judges,  who  were  there  only  to  ^e  confulted." 

In  this  obfervatbn  I  fully  concurred  with  him;  for,  unqueftionably,  all 
the  Peers  are  vefted  with  the  higheft  judicial  powers ;  and,,  when  they  are 
confident  that  they  underftand  a  caufe,  are  not  obliged,  nay  ought  not  to 
acquiefce  in  the  opinion  of  the  ordinary  law  Judges,  or  even  in  that  of  thofc 
who  from  their  fhidies  and  experience  are  called  the  Law  Lords.  I  confider 
the  Peers  in  general  as  I  do  a  Jury,  who  ought  to  liften  with  relpe&fui  atten- 
tion to  the  fages  of  the  law  *  but,,  if  after  hearing  them,  they  have  a  firm 
opinion  of  their  own,,  are  bound*  as  honeft  men,  to  decide  accordingly.  Nor 
is  it  fo  difficult  for  them  to  underftand  even  law  queftions,  as  is  generally 
thought  i  provided  they,  will  beftow  fufficient  attention  upon  them.  This 
obfervation  was  made  by  my  honoured  relation  the  late  Lord  Cathcart,  who 
had  fpent  his  life  in  camps  and  courts ;  yet  affured  mc,,  that  he  could  form  a 
clear  opinion  upon  molt  of  the  caufes  that  came  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,. 
u  as  they  were  fo  well  enucleated  in,  the  Cafes." 

Mrs,  Thrale  told  us,,  that  a  curious  clergyman  of  our  acquaintance  had. 
difcovered  a  licentious  ftanza, ;  which.  Pope  had  originally  in  his  "  UniverfaL 
Prayer,'*  before  the  ftanza. 

ct  What  confciencc  di&ates  to  be  done,. 
a  Or  warns  us  not  to  do,^  &c 

It  was  this: 

<c  Can  fins  of  moment  claim  the  rod: 

f c '  Of  everlafting  fires  ? 
u  And  that  offend  great  Nature's  God,. 

<c  Which  Nature's  felf  inspires  ?" 

and  that  Dr.  Johnfori  obferved,  "  it  had  been  borrowed  from  Guarini"  There 
are,  indeed,  \n.Paftor  Fidox  many  fuch  flimfy  fuperficial  reafonings,  as  that  ia. 
the  two  laft  lines  of  this  ftanza. 

Boswell.  "  In  that  ftanza  of  Pope's,  *  rod  of  fires  J  is  certainly  a  bad- 
metaphor*"    Mrs.  Th*als*  «  And  «  fins  of  moment9  is  a  faulty  expreffion ; 

for. 
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for  its  true  import  is  momentous,  which  cannot  be  intended."  Johnson.  <f  It 
muft  have  been  written  €  of  moments.9  Of  moment,  is  momentous ;  of  moments,  t 
momentary.  I  warrant  you,  however,  Pope  wrote  this  ftanza,  and  fome 
friend  ftruck  it  out.  Boileau  wrote  fome  fuch  thing,  and  Arnaud  ftruck  it 
out,  faying,  * c  Vous  gagnerez  deux  ou  trots  impies,  et  perdrez  je  ne  fats  combien 
des  bonnet tes  gens.  Thefe  fellows  want  to  fay  a  daring  thing,  and  don't  know 
how  to  go  about  it.  Mere  poets  know  no  more  of  fundamental  principles 
than— •"  Here  he  was  interrupted  fomehow.  Mrs.  Thrale  mentioned 
Dryden.  Johnson.  "  He  puzzled  himfelf  about  predeftination. — How 
foolifh  was  it  in  Pope  to  give  all  his  friendfhip  td  Lords,  who  thought 
they  honoured  him  by  being  with  him ;  and  to  choofe  fuch  Lords 
as  Burlington,  and  Cobham,  and  Bolingbroke?  Bathurft  was  negative,  a 
plcafing  man  i  and  I  have  heard  no  ill  of  Marchmont :  and  then  always  fay- 
ing, c  I  do  not  value  you  for  being  a  Lord;'  which  was  a  fure  proof  that  he 
did.  I  never  lay,  I  do  not  value  Bofwell  more  for  being  born  to  an  eftate, 
becaufe  I  do  not  care."  Bos  well.  <c  Nor  for  being  a  Scotchman  ?" 
Johnson*  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  do  value  you  more  for  being  a  Scotchman.  You 
are  a  Scotchman  without  the  faults  of  Scotchmen.  You  would  not  have 
been  fo  valuable  as  you  are,  had  you  not  been  a  Scotchman." 

Talking  of  divorces,  I  afked  if  Othello's  doftrine  was  not  plaufible ;  . 

cc  He  who  is  robb'd,  not  wanting  what  is  ftolen, 
"  Let  him  not  know't,  and  he's  not  robb'd  at  all." 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  Thrale  joined  againft  this.  Johnson.  "  Afk  any  man 
if  he'd  wifh  not  to  know  of  fuch  an  injury."  Boswell.  "  Would  you  tell 
your  friend  to  make  him  unhappy  ?"  Johnson.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  fhould 
not ;  but  that  would  be  from  prudence  on  my  own  account.  A  man  would 
tell  his  father."  Boswell.  "Yes;  becaufe  he  would  not  have  fpurious 
children  to  get  any  fhare  of  the  family  inheritance."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  Or 
he  would  tell  his  brother."  Boswell.  "  Certainly  his  elder  brother.** 
Johnson.  "  You  would  tell  your  friend  of  a  woman's  infamy,  to  prevent  his 
marrying  a  whore :  there  is  the  fame  reafon  to  tell  him  of  his  wife's  infi- 
delity, when  he  is  married,  to  prevent  the  confluences  of  impofition.  It  is 
a  breach  of  confidence  not  to  tell  a  friend."     Boswell.  "  Would  you  tell 

Mr.  ?"    (naming  a  gentleman  who  afluredly  was  not  in  the  kaft 

danger  of  fuch  a  miferable  dilgrace,  though  married  to  a  fine  woman.) 
Johnson.  c<  No,  Sir;  becaufe  it  would  do  no  good  :  he  is  fo  fluggifh,  he'd 
never  go  to  parliament  and  get  through  a  divorce."  ■  ' 

He 


it 
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.  He  laid  of  one  of  our  friends,  "  He  is  ruining  himfelf  without  pleafure.      »778* 
A  man  who  lofes  at  play,  or  who  runs  out  his  fortune  at  court,   makes  his  ]j^~<w- 
eftate  fcfs,  in  hope*  of  making  it  bigger:  (I  am  fure  of  this  word,  which 
was  often  ufed  by  him :)  but  it  is  a  fad  thing  to  pals  through  the  quagmire 
of  parfimony,   to  the  gulph  of  ruin.     To  pafs  over  the  flowery  path  of 
extravagance  is  very  well." 

Amongft  the  numerous  prints  pafted  on  the  walls  of  the  dining-room  at 
Streatham,  was  Hogarth's  "  Modern  Midnight  Converfation."    I  alked  him 
what  he  knew  of  Parfon  Ford,  who  makes  a  conlpicuous  figure  in  the  riotous 
groupe.    Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  my  acquaintance  and  relation,  my  mother's . 
nephew.     He  had  purchafed  a  living  in  the  country,  buf  not  fimoniacally. 
I  never  faw  him  but  in  the  country.     I  have  been  told  he  was  a  man  of 
great  parts  j  very  profligate,  but  I  never  heard  he  was  impious."    Boswell.. 
u  Was  there  not  a  ftory  of  his  ghoft  having  appeared  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir, 
it  was  believed.     A  waiter  at  the  Hummums,  in  which  houfc  Ford  died,- 
had  been  abfent  for  fome  time,  and  returned,   not  knowing  that  Ford  was 
dead.      Going  down  to  the  cellar,  according  to  the  ftory,    he  met  him; 
going  down  again  he  met  him  a  fecond  time.     When  he  came  up,   he* 
afked  fome  of  the  people  of  the  houfe  what  Ford  could  be  doing  there. 
They  told  him  Ford  was  dead.     The  waiter  took  a  fever,  in  which  he  lay 
for  fome  time.     When  he  recovered,  he  faid  he  had  a.  meflage  to  deliver  to 
fome  women  from  Ford*  but  he  was  not  to  tell  what,  or  to  whom;     He 
walked  out  $  he  was  followed  ->  but  fbmewhere  about  St.  Paul's  they  loft  him- 
He  came  back,  and  laid  he  had  delivered  the  meflage,    and  the  women 
exclaimed,  €  Then  we  are  all  undone  V    Dr.  Pellet,  who  was  not  a  credulous* 
man,  inquired  into  the  truth  of  this  ftoryy  and  he  faid,  the  evidence  was-^ 
irrefiftible..    My  wife  went  to  the  Hummums  -,   (it  is  a  place  where  people  - 
get  themfelves  cupped.)   I  believe  lhe  went  with  intention  to  hear  about  this- 
ftory  of  Ford.     At  firft  they  made  difficulty  to  tell  her ;  but,  after  they  had 
talked  to  her,  lhe  came  away  fatisfied  that  it  was  true.    To  be  lure,  the 
man  had  a  feyer;  and  this  vifion  may  have  been  the  beginning  of  it;    But. 
if  the  meflage  to  the  women,    and  their  behaviour  upon  it  were  true  as 
related,  there  was  fomething  fupernaturak     That  refts  upon  his  word;,  and! 
there  it  remains." 

After  Mrs..  Thrafe  was  gone  to  bed,  Johnlbn  and  I  fat  up  late.   We  relumed  - 

Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's  argument  on  Sunday  laft,  that  a  man  would  be  virtuous 

though-  he  had  no  other  motive  than  to  preferve  his  character.    Johnson. 

€c  Sir,  it  is  not  true  :  for  as  to  this  world  vice  does  not  hurt  a  man's  character."' 

Boswell.  "Yes,  Sir  *.  debauching  a  friend's  wife  will."    Johnson.  "No, 

6  _  Sir* . 
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Sir.    Who  thinks  the  worfe  of  — —  for  it  ?"     Boswell.  ""Lord  — — 

*was  not  his  friend."     Johnson.  *'  That  is  only  a  circumftance,  Sir  $ 

..flight  diftinftion.     He  could  not  get  into  the  houfe  but  by  Lord 


A  man  is  c\\ofea  Knight  of  the  fliire,  not  the  lefs  fc>r  having  debauched 
ladies."  Boswell.  "  What,  Sir,  if  he  debauched  the  ladies  of  gentlemen 
in  the  county,  will  not  there  be  a  general  refentment  againft  him  ?"  Johnson. 
*c  No,  Sir.  He  will  lofe  thofe  particular  gentlemen ;  but  the  reft  will  not 
trouble  their  heads  about  it."  (warmly.)  Boswell.  "  Well,  Sir,  I  cannot 
think  fo."  Johnson.  "  Kay,  Sir,  there  is  no  talking  with  a  man  who  will 
.  difpute  what  every  body  knows,  (angrily-)  Don't  you  know  this  ?"  Boswell. 
<c  Nq,  Sir;  and  I  wifh  to  think  better  of  your  country  than  you  reprefent  it. 
I  knew  in  Scotland  a  gentleman  obliged  to  leave  it  for  debauching  a  lady  *' 
and  in  one  of  our  counties  an  Earl's  brother  loft  his  eleftion,  becaufe  he  had 
■debauched  the  lady  of  another  Earl  in  that  county,  and  broken  the  peace  of 
a  noble  family." 

Still  he  would  not  yield.     He  proceeded:  **  Will  you  not. allow,  Sir,  that 
vice  does  not  hurt  a  man's  character  {6  as  to  obftruft  his  profperity  in  life, 

when  you  know  that  —  was  loaded  with  wealth  and  honours  j  a 

man  who  had  acquired  his  fortune  by  fuch  crimes,  that  his  confeioufnefs  of 
them  impelled  him  to  cut  his  own  throat."  Boswell.  cc  You  will  recolleft, 
Sir,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  faid,  he  cut  his  throat  becaufe  he  was  weary  of  ftill 
life  j  little  things  not  being  fufficient  to  move  his  great  mind."  Johnson, 
.(very  angry)  "  Nay,  Sir,  what  fluff  is  this  ?  You  had  no  more  this 
opinion  after  Robertfon  faid  it,  than  before.  I  know  nothing  more  offenfive 
than  repeating  what  one  knows  to  be  fbolifli  things,  by  way  of  continuing  a 
difpute,  to  fee  what  a  man  will  anfwer,  to  make  him  your  butt !"  (angrier 
ftill.)  Boswell.  "  My  dear  Sir,  I  had  no  fuch  intention  a$  you  feem  to 
fulpeft  j  I  had  not  indeed*  Might  not  this  nobleman  have  felt  every  thing 
<  weary,  ftale,  flat,  and  unprofitable,'  as  Hamlet  fays  ?"  Johnson.  "Nay, 
jf  you  are  to  bring  in  gabble,  Til  talk  no  more.  I  will  not,  upon  my 
hpnour."     My  readers  will  decide  upon  this  dilpute. 

Next  morning  I  ftated  to  Mrs.  Thrale  at  breakfaft,  before  he  came  down, 
the  difpute  of  laft  night  as  to  the  influence  of  chara&er  upon  fuccefs  in  life. 
5he  faid  he  was  certainly  wrong ;  and  told  me,  that  a  Baronet  loft  an  elefUon 
in  Wales,  becaufe  he  had  debauched  the  fitter  of  a  gentleman  in  the  county, 
whom  he  made  one  of  his  daughters  invite  as  her  companion  at  his  feat  in 
the  country,  when  his  lady  and  his  other  children  were  in  London*  But  fhe 
would  not  encounter  Johnfon  upon  the  fubjeft* 

Iftaid 
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I  ftaid  all  this  day  with  him  at  Streatham.  He  talked  a  great  deal,  in 
very  good  humour. 

Looking  at  Meflrs.  Dillys*  lplendid  edition  of  Lord  Chefterfield's  mifcella- 
neous  works,  he  laughed,  and  laid,  €€  Here  now  are  two  fpeeches  afcribed  to 
him,  both  of  which  were  written  by  me :  and  the  bed  of  it  is,  they  have 
found  out  that  one  is  like  Demofthenes,  and  the  other  like  Cicero." 

He  cenfiired  Lord  Karnes's  "  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man,"  for  mif- 

reprefenring  Clarendon's  account  of  the  appearance  of  Sir  George  Villiers** 

ghoft,  as  if  Clarendon  were  weakly  credulous;  when  the  truth  is,  that  Clarendon 

only  fays,  that  the  ftory  was  upon  a  better  foundation  of  credit,  than  ufuallyfuch 

difcourfes  are  founded  upon ;  nay,  (peaks  thus  of  the  perfon  who  was  reported 

to  have  feen  the  vifion,    cc  the  poor  man,  if  he  bad  been  at  all  waking" 

which  Lord  Karnes  has  omitted.     He  added,  "  in  this  book  it  is  maintained 

that  virtue  is  natural  to  man,  and  that  if  we  would  but  confult  our  own  hearts 

we  fhould  be  virtuous.    Now  after  -confulting  our  own  hearts  all  we  can, 

and  with  all  the  helps  we  have,  we  find  how  few  of  us  are  virtuous.     This  is 

faying  a  thing  which  all  mankind  know  not  to  be  true."     Boswell.  cc  Is  not 

modefty  natural  ?"    Johnson.  <c  I  cannot  lay,  Sir,  as  we  find  no  people  quite 

in  a  ftate  of  nature ;  but  I  think  the  more  they  are  taught,  the  more  modeft 

they  are.     The  French  are  a  grofe,  ill-bred,  untaught  people  5  a  lady  there 

will  fpit  on  the  floor  and  rub  it  with  her  foot.     What  I  gained  by  being  in 

France  was,  learning  to  be  better  fatisfied  with  my  own  country.     Time  may 

be  employed  to  more  advantage  from  nineteen  to  twenty-four  almoit  in  any 

way  than  in  travelling;  when  you  fet  travelling  againft  mere  negation,  againft 

doing  nothing,  it  is  better  to  be  fure  j  but  how  much  more  would  a  young 

man  improve  were  he  to  ftudy  during  thofe  years.     Indeed,  if  a  young  man  is 

wild,  and  muft  run  after  women  and  bad  company,  it  is  better  this  fhould  be  done 

abroad,  as,  on  his  return,  he  can  break  off  fuch  connections,  and  begin  at  home 

a  new  man,  with  a  character  to  form,  and  acquaintances  to  make.    How  little 

does  travelling  fupply  to  the  converfation  of  any  man  who  has  travelled? 

how  litde  to  Beauclerk?"     Boswell.  "  What  fay  you  to  Lord  ■    ■    ■   ■  ?" 

J<Jhnson.  "  I  never  but  once  heard  him  talk  of  what  he  had  feen,  and  that 

was  of  a  large  ferpent  in  one  of  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt."     Boswell.  iC  Well, 

I   happened  to  hear  him  tell  the  fame  thing, .  which   made   me  mention 

him." 

I  talked  of  a  country  life. — Johnson*  "  Were  I  to  live  in  the  country  I 
would  not  devote  myfelf  to  the  acquifition  of  popularity ;  I  would  live  in  a  much 
better  way,  much  more  happily;  I  would  have  my  time  at  my  own  command." 

Vol.  IL  Mm  Boswell. 
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Bdswell.  "  But/  Sir,  is  it  not  a  fad  thing,  to  be  at  a  diftancc  from  all  our- 
literary  friends  ?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  will  by  and  by  have  enough  of  this 
converfation,  which  now  delights  you  fo  much." 

As  he  was  a. zealous  friend  of  fubordination,  he  was  at  all  times  watchful  t6. 
reprefs  the  vulgar  cant  againft  the  manners  of  the  great;  "  High  people,  Sir,, 
(faid  he,)  are  the  beft  -,  take  a  hundred  ladies  of  quality,  you'll  find  them  better 
wives,  better  mothers,  more  willing  to  facrifice  their  own  pleafure  to  their 
children,  than  a  hundred  other  womerh  Tradefwomen  (I  mean  the  wives  of 
tradefmen)  in  the  city,  who  are  worth  from  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
are  the  worft  creatures  upon  the  earth,  grofsly  ignorant,  and  thinking  viciouf- 
nefs  fafhionable.  Farmers,  I  think,  are  often  worthlefs  fellows.  Few  lords  will, 
cheat  *,  and,  if  they  do,  they'll  be  alhamed  of  it :  farmers  cheat  and  are  not 
afhamed  of  it :  they  have  all  the  fenfual  vices  too  of  the  nobility,  with  cheating 
into  the  bargain.  There  is  as  much  fornication  and  adultery  amongft  farmers  as 
amongft  noblemen."  Boswell.  "  The  notion  of  the  world,  Sir,  however  is, 
that  the  morals  of  women  of  quality  are  worfe  than  thofe  in  lower  ftations." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,.  Sir,  the  licentioufnefs  of  one  woman  of  quality  makes 
more  noife  than  that  of  a  number  of  women  in  lower  ftations ;  then,  Sir,  you 
are  to  confider  the  malignity  of  women  in  the  city  againft  women  of  quality, 
which  will  make  them  believe  any  thing  of  them,  fuch  as  that  they  call  their 
coachmen  to  bed.  No,  Sir,  fo  far  as  I  have  obferved,  the  higher  in  rank, 
the  richer  ladies  are,  they  are  the  better  inftru&ed  and  the  more  virtuous." 

This  year  die  Reverend  Mr.  Home  publifhed  his  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning, 
on  the  Englifh  Particle  "  Johnfon  read  it,  and  though  not  treated  in  it  with 
fufficient  refpeft,  he  had  candour  enough  to  fay  to  Mr.  Seward,  "  Were  I 
to  make  a  new  edition  of  my  Didionary,  I  would  adopt  feveral*  of  Mr. 
Home's  etymologies;  I  hope  they  did  not  put  the  dog  in  the  pillory  for  his  libel; 
he  has  too  much  literature  for  that." 

On  Saturday,  May  16,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  with  Mr.. 
Langton,  Mr.  Steevens,  Dr.  Higgins,  and  fome  others.  I  regret  very 
feelingly  every  inftance  of  my  remiflhels  in  recording  his  memorabilia ;  I  am 
afraid  it  is  the  condition  of  humanity  (as  Mr..  Windham,  of  Norfolk,  once 
obferved  to  me,  after  having  made  an  admirable  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, .  which  was  highly  applauded,  but  which  he  afterwards  perceived ; 

*  In  Mr.  Home  Tookc's  enlargement  of  that  "Letter/*  which  he  has  fmce  publiflied  with 
the  title  of  ««  Z*ta  xlytflu;  or,  the  Diversions  of  Purley ;"  he  mentions  this  compliment,  as  if 
Dr.  Johnfon  inftead  oi/rveral  of  his  etymologies  had  faid  alL  His  recollection  having  thus 
magnified  it,  (hews  how  ambitious  he  was  of  the  approbation  of  (b  great  a  man, 

2  might 
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might  have  been  better :)  cc  that  we  are  more  uneafy  from  thinking  of  our 
wants,  than  happy  in  thinking  of  our  acquifitions."  This  is  an  unreafonable 
mode  of  difturbing  our  tranquillity,  and  fhould  be  correfted  j  let  me  then 
comfort  myfelf  with  the  large  treafure  of  Johnfon's  converfation  which  I  have 
preferred  for  my  own  enjoyment  and  that  of  the  world,  and  let  me  exhibit 
Vhat  I  have  upon  each  occafion,  whether  more  or  lefs,  whether  a  bulfe,  or 
only  a  few  lparks  of  diamond. 

He  faid,  "  Dr.  Mead  lived  more  in  the  broad  fun-fhine  of  life  than  almoft 
any  man."  . 

The  difafter  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  was  then  the  common  topick  of 
converfation.  It  was  aflced  why  piling  their  arms  was  infifted  upon  as  a 
matter  of  fuch  confequence,  when  it  feemed  to  be  a  circumftance  fo  incon* 
fiderable  in  itfelf..  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  French  authour  fays,  €  II  y  a 
beaucoup  de  puerilites  dans  la  guerre.'  All  diftin&ions  are  trifles,  becaufe  great 
things  can  feldom  occur,  arid  thofe  diftinftions  are  fettled  by  cuftom.  A 
favage  would  as  willingly  have  his  meat  fent  to  him  in  the  kitchen,  as  eat  it 
at  the  table  here  \  as  men  become  civilifed,  various  modes  of  denoting  ho- 
nourable preference  are  invented." 

He  this  day  made  the  obfervations  upon  the  fimilarity  between  "  Raflelas" 
and  "  Candide,"  which  I  have  inferted  in  its  proper  place,  when  confidering 
his  admirable  philofophical  Romance.  He  faid  "  Candide"  he  thought  had 
more  power  in  it  than  any  thing  that  Voltaire  had  written. 

He  faid,  "  The  lyrical  part  of  Horace  never  can  be  perfeftly  tranflated ; 
fo  much  of  the  excellence  is  in  the  numbers  and  the  expreflion.  Francis  has 
done  it  the  beft;  Til  take  his,  five  out  of  fix,  againft  them  all." 

On  Sunday,  May  17,  I  prefented  to  him  Mr.  Fullarton,  of  Fullarton,  who 
has  fince  diftinguiftied  himfelf  fo  much  in  India,  to  whom  he  naturally 
talked  of  travels,  as  Mr.  Brydone  accompanied  him  in  his  tour  to  Sicily  and 
Malta.  He  faid,  "  The  information  which  we  have  from  modern  travellers 
is  much  more  authentick  than  what  we  had  from  ancient  travellers  j  ancient 
travellers  gueffed ;  modern  travellers  meafure.  The  Swifs  admit  that  there  is 
but  one  errour  in  Stanyan.  If  Brydone  were  more  attentive  to  his  Bible,  he 
would  be  a  good  traveller." 

He  faid,  "  Lord  Chatham  was  a  Dictator ;  he  poffefled  the  power  of 
putting  the  State  in  motion  *  now  there  is  no  power,  all  order  is  relaxed." 
Boswell.  €€  Is  there  no  hope  of  a  change  to  the  better  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why, 
yes,  Sir,  when  we  are  weary  of  this  relaxation.  So  the  City  of  London  will 
appoint  its  Mayors  again  by  feniority."     Boswell.  "  But  is  not  diat  taking  a 

M  m  2  mere 
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1778.     mcrc  chance  for  having  a  good  or  a  bad  Mayor?"    Johnson.  u  Yes,  Sir; 

^EcatTio!  but  fhe  ev^  °f  competition  is  greater  than  that  of  the  worft  Mayor  that  can 
come;  befides,  there  is  no  more  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  choice  of  a  rabble 
-     will  be  right,  than  that  chance  will  be  right." 

On  Tuefday,  May  1 9, 1  was  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  in  the  evening.  He 
was  engaged  to  dine  with  me  at  Mr.  Dilly's>  I  waited  upon  him  to  remind 
him  of  his  appointment  and  attend  him  thither ;  he  gave  me  fome  falutary 
counfel,  and  recommended  vigorous  resolution  againft  any  deviation  from 
moral  duty.  Boswell.  "  But  you  would  not  have  me  to  bind  myfelf  by  a 
folemn  obligation?"  Johnson,  (much  agitated)  "What!  a  vow— O,  no, 
Sir,"  a  vow  is  a  horrible  thing,  it  is  a  fnare  for  fin.  The  man  who  cannot  go 
to  Heaven  without  a  vow — may  go— "  Here,  (landing  ereft,  in  theoniddle  of 
his  library,  and  rolling  grand,  his  paufe  was  truly  a  curious  compound  of 
the  folemn  and  the  ludicrous;  he  half- whiffled  in  his  ufual  way,  when 
pleafant,  and  he  paufed,  as  if  checked  by  religious  awe.— Methought  he  would 
have  added — to  Hell — butwasreftrained.  I  humoured  the  dilemma.  "What! 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  €  In  ccelum  jujferis  ibit"  alluding  to  his  imitation  of  it, 

"  And  bid  him  go  to  Hell,  to  Hell  he  goes." 

-  I  had  mentioned  to  him  a  flight  fault  in  his  noble  <c  Imitation  of  the  Tenth 
Satire  of  Juvenal,"  a  too  near  recurrence  of  the  verb  Jpread9  in  his  defcription 
©f  the  young  Enthufiaft  at  College : 


€€ 

€€ 


Through  all  his  veins  the  fever  of  renown, 
Spreads  from  the  ftrong  contagion  of  the  gown ; 
cc  O'er  Bodley's  dome  his  future  labours  Jpread> 
"  And  Bacon's  manfion  trembles  o'er  his  head." 

He  had  defired  me  to  change  Jpreads  to  hurnsy  but  for  perfeft  authenticity, 
I  now  had  it  done  with  his  own  hand '.  I  thought  this  alteration  not  only 
cured  the  fault,  but  was  more  poetical,  as  it  might  carry  an  allufion  to  the 
fhirt  by  which  Hercules  was  inflamed. 

We  had  a  quiet  comfortable  meeting  at  Mr.  Dilly's;  nobody  there  but 
ourfelves,  Mr.  Dilly  mentioned  fomebody  having  wifhed  that  Milton's 
"  Tra&ate  on  Education"  fhould  be  printed  along  with  his  Poems  in  the 

3  The  flip  of  paper  oa  which  he  made  the  correction,  is  depofited  by  me  in  the  noble  Hbrary 
to  which  it  relates*  and  to  which  I  have  prefented  other  pieces  of  Us  hand-wtitiflg* 

edirioa 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  769 

edition  of  the  Englifh  Poets  then  going  on.  Johnson.  "  It  would  be  177** 
breaking  in  upon  the  plan;  but  would  be  of  no  great  confequence.  So  far  as  it  iEtaulo* 
would  be  any  thing  it  would  be  wrong.  Education  in  England  has  been  jp. 
danger  of  being  hurt  by  two  of  its  grcateft  men,  Milton  and  Locke.  Milton's 
plan  is  impracticable,  and  I  fuppofe  has  never  been  tried.  Locke's,  I  fancy 
has  been  tried  often  enough  -,  but  is  very  imperfedt,  it  gives  too  much  to  one  fide, 
and  too  little  to  the  other;  it  gives  too  little  to  literature.  I  fhall  do  what 
I  can  for  Dr.  Watts ;  but  my  materials  are  very  fcanty.  His  poems  are  by 
no  means  his  beft  works ;  I  cannot  praife  his  poetry  itfelf  highly  -,  but  I  can 
praife  its  defign." 

My  illuftrious  friend  and  I  parted  with  atiurances  of  affe&ionate  regard. 

Johnfon  maintained  a  long  and  intimate  friendfhip  with  Mr.  Welch,  who 
fucceeded  the  celebrated  Henry  Fielding  as  one  of  his  Majefty's  Jufticcs  of 
the  Peace  for  Weftminfter ;  kept  a  regular  office  for  the  police  of  that  great 
diftrift ;  and  difcharged  his  important  truft,  for  many  years,  faithfully  and 
ably*  Johnfon,  who  had  an  eager  and  unceafing  curiofity  to  know  human 
life  in  all  its  variety,  told  me,  that  he  attended  Mr.  Welch  in  his  office  for  a 
whole  winter,  to  hear  the  examinations  of  the  culprits  5  but  that  he  found  an 
almoft  uniform  tenor  of  misfortune,  wretchednefs,  and  profligacy.  Mr- 
Welch's  health  being  impaired,  he  was  advifed  to  try  the  effect  of  a  warm 
climate ;  and  Johnfon,  by  his  intereft  with  Mr.  Chamier,  procured  him  leave  of 
abfence  to  go  to  Italy,  and  a  promife  that  the  penfion  or  falary  of  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  which  Government  allowed  him,  fhould  not  be  difcontinued. 
Mr.  Welch  accordingly  went  abroad,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  Anne,  a 
young  lady  of  uncommon  talents  and  literature.  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough,  as  this  work  was  paffing  through  the  prefs,  to  obtain  the  following 
letter ;  which,  although  the  firft  part  of  my  narrative  of  this  year  was  printed 
off  before  I  received  it,  will  now  come  in  with  very  little  deviation  from 
chronological  order. 

To  Saunders  Welch,  Efq.  at  the  Englijb  Coffee-boufc>  Rome., 

"  Dear  Sir, 

cc  TO  have  fuffered  one  of  my  beft  and  deareft  friends  to  pafs  almoft 
two  years  in  foreign  countries  without  a  letter,  has  a  very  fliamefiil  appear- 
ance of  inattention.    But  the  truth  is,  that  there  was  no  particular  time  in 
3  which 
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which  I  had  any  thing  particular  to  fay;  and  general  expreflions  of  good 
will,  I  hope,  our  long  friendfhip  is  grown  too  folid  to  want. 
«^"  Of  publick  affairs  you  have  information  from  the  news-papers  where-* 
ever  you  goi   for  the  Englilh  keep  no  fecret  5  and  of  other  things,  i  Mrs. 
Nollekens  informs  you.     My  intelligence  could  therefore  be  of  ho  ufe  ;  and 
Mifs  Nancy's  letters  made  it  unneceffary  to  write  to  you  for  information: 
I  was  likewife  for   fome  time  out  of  humour,  to  find  that  motion,    and 
nearer  approaches  to  the  fun,  did  not  reftore  your  health  fo  faft  as  I  expe&ed. 
Of  your  health,  the  accounts  have  lately  been  more  pleafing ;  and  I  have  the 
gratification  of  imaging  to  myfelf  a  length  of  years  which  I  hope  you  have 
gained,  and  of  which -the  enjoyment  will  be  improved,  by  a  vaft  acceflion  of 
images  and  obfervations  which  your  journeys  and  various  refidence  have 
enabled  you  to  make  and  accumulate.     You  have  travelled  with  this  felicity, 
almoft  peculiar  to  yourfelf,  that  your  companion  is  not  to  part  from  you  at 
your  journey's  end;  but  you  are  to  live  on  together,  to  help  each  other's 
recolledtion,  and  to  fupply  each  other's  omiffions.     The  world  has  few.  greater 
pleafures  than  that  which  two  friends  enjoy,  in  tracing  back,  at  fome  diftant 
time,  thofe  tranfaftions  and  events  through  which  they  have  pafled  together. 
One  of  the  old  man's  miferies  is,  that  he  cannot  eafily  find  a  companion  able 
to  partake  with  him  of  the  paft.     You  and  your  fellow-traveller  have  this 
comfort  in  ftore,  that  your  converfation  will  be  not  eafily  exhaufted ;  one  will 
always  be  glad  to  fay  what  the  other  will  always  be  willing  to  hear. 

"  That  you  may  enjoy  this  pleafure  long,  your  health  muft  have  your 
conftant  attention.  I  fuppofe  you  purpofe  to  return  this  year.  There  is  no 
need  of  hafte :  do  not  come  hither  before  the  heighth  of  fummer,  that  you 
may  fall  gradually  into  the  inconveniences  of  your  native  climate.  July 
feems  to  be  the  proper  month.  Auguft  and  September  will  prepare  you  for 
the  winter.  After  having  travelled  fo  far  to  find  health,  you  muft  take 
care  not  to  lofe  it  at  home ;  and  I  hope  a  little  care  will  efFe6iually  pre- 
ferve  it. 

"  Mifs  Nancy  has  doubtlefs  kept  a  conftant  and  copious  journal.  She  muft 
not  expeft  to  be  welcome  when  fhe  returns  without  a  great  mafs  of  information. 
Let  her  review  her  journal  often,  and  fet  down  what  flie  finds  herfelf  to  have 
omitted,  that  (he  may  truft  to  memory  as  little  as  pofiible,  for  memory  is  foon 
confufed  by  a  quick  fucceffion  of  things ;  and  fhe  1vill  grow  every  day  lels 
confident  of  the  truth  of  her  own  narratives,  unlefs  lhe  can  recur  to  fome 
written  memorials.  If  fhe  has  fatisfied  herfelf  with  hints,  inftead  6f  full 
*eprefentations,  let  her  fupply  the  deficiencies  now  while  her  memory  is  yet 

frefh, 
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frefli,  and  while  her  father's  memory  may  help  her.  If  fhe  obferves  this  »778- 
dire&ion,  fhe  will  not  have  travelled  in  vain  3  for  fhe  will  bring  home  a  book  jgtat*  gT 
with  which  fhe  may  entertain  herfelf  to  the  end  of  life.  If  it  were  not  now 
too  late,  I  would  advife  her  to  note  the  impreflion  which  the  firft  fight  of 
2tny  thing  r\ew  arjd  wonderful  made,  upon  her  mind.  Let  her  now  fet  her 
thoughts  down  as  fhe  can  recolleft  them ;  for  faint  as  they  may  already  be, 
they  will  grow  every  day  fainter. 

"  Perhaps  I  do  not  flatter  myfelf  unreafonably  when  I  imagine  that  you 
may  wifh  to  know  fomething  c£  me.  I  can  gratify  your  benevolence  with 
no  account  of  health.  The  hand  of  time,  or  of  difeafe,  is  Very  heavy  upon 
me.  I  pafs  reftlefs  and  lirifcafy  nights,  KarrafTed  with  convulfions  of  my 
breaft,  and  flatulencies  at  my  flomach ;  and'  refflefs  nights  make  heavy 
days.  But  nothing  wiH  be  mended -by  complaints,  and  therefore  I  will  make 
an  end.  When  we  meet,  we  will  try  to  forget  our  cares  and  our  maladies, 
and  contribute,  as  we  can,  to  the  cheerfulnefs  of  each  other.  If  I  had  gone 
with  you,  I  believe  I  fhould*  have  been  better ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  was 
in  my  power.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  _     - 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, .      % 

••  Feb.  3,  '1778.  '  Sam.  Johnson.1' 

This  letter,  while  it  gives  admirable  advice  how  to  travel  to  the  beft 
advantage,  and  will  therefore  be  of  very  general  ufe,  is  another  eminent 
proof  of  Johnfon's  warm  and  affe&ionate  heart4. 

I  wrote  to' him  on  the  25th  of  May,  from  Thorpe,  .in  Yorklhire,  one  .of 
the  feats  of  Mr.  Bofville,  and  gave  him  an  account  of  my  having  pafled  a  day 
at  Lincoln,  unexpectedly,  and  therefore  without  having  any  letters  of  intro- 
duction, but  that  I  had  been  honoured  'with  civilities  fforri '  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Simpfon,  an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  Captain  Broadley>  of  the  Lincoln- 
fhire  Militia  5  but  more  particularly  from  the  Reverend '  Dr.'  Gordon,  the 
Chancellor,  who  firft  received  me  with  great  politenefs  as  a  ftranger,  and 
when  I  had  informed  him  who  I  was,  entertained  me  at  his  houfe  with  the 
moft  flattering  attention;  I  alfo  exprefled  the  pleafure  with  which  I  had  found, 
that  our  worthy  friend  Langton  was  highly  efteemed  in  his  own  county  town. 

*  The  friendfhip  between  Mr.  Welch  and  him  was  unbroken.     Mr.  Welch  died  not  many 
months  before  him,  and  bequeathed  him  five  guineas  for  a  ring,  which  Johnfon  received  with  • 
tendernefs,  as  a  kind  memorial.     His  regard  was  conflant  for  his  friend  Mr.  Welches  daughters; 
of  whom,  Jane  is.  married  to  Mr.  Nollekens  the  flatuary,  whofe  merit  is  too  well,  known  to 
require  any  praifc  from  me. . 

2V 
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1778.  ' 

jitoCfy.  Z*  -Dr-  Samuel  Johnson. 

<€  Mv  DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  Jane  1*,  1778. 

**     +     *«* 

cc  SINCE  my  return  to  Scotland,  I  have  been  again  at  Lanark,  and 
fiave  had  more  conversation  with  Thomfon's  fifter.  It  is  ftrange  that  Murdoch, 
who  was  his  intimate  friend,  ihould  have  miftaken  his  mother's  maiden 
name,  which  he  fays  was  Hume,  whereas  Hume  was  the  name  of  his  grand- 
mother by  the  mother's  fide.  His  mother's  name  was  Beatrix  Trotter  *9 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  Trotter,  of  Fogo,  a  fmall  proprietor  of  land.  Thomfon  had 
one  brother,  whom  he  had  with  him  in  England  as  his  amanuenfis ;  but  he 
wa«  feized  with  a  confumption,.  and  having  returned  to  Scotland,  to  try  what  his 
native  air  would  do  for  him,  died  young.  He  had  three  fillers,  one  married 
to  Mr.  Bell,  minifter  of  the  parifh  of  Strathaven ;  one  to  Mr.  Craig,  father 
of  the  ingenious  architect,  who  gave  the  plan  of  the  New  Town  of  Edinburgh; 
and  one  to  Mr.  Thomfon,  matter  of  the  grammar-ichool  at  Lanark.  He 
was  of  a  humane  and  benevolent  diipofition ;  not  only  lent  valuable  preterits  to 
his  fillers,  but  an  yearly  allowance  in  money,  and  was  always  wifhing  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  do  them  more  good.  Lord  Lyttelton's  obfervation,  that 
c  he  lothed  much  to  write,'  was  very  true.  His  letters  to  his  fifter,  Mrs. 
Thomfon,  were  not  frequent,  and  in  one  of  them  he  fays,  c  All  my  friends 
who  know  me,  know  how  backward  I  am  to  write  letters;  and  never  impute 
the  negligence  of  my  hand  to  the  coldneis  of  my  heart.'  I  fend  you  a  copy 
of  the  laft  letter  which  Ihe  had  from  him  j  Ihe  never  heard  that  he  had  any 
intention  of  going  into  holy  orders.  From  this  late  interview  with  his  filler, 
I  think  much  more  favourably  of  him,  as  I  hope  you  will.  I  am  eager  to 
fee  more  of  your  Prefaces  to  the  Poets;  I  folace  myfelf  with  the  few  proof- 
fheets  which  I  have. 

"  I  fend  another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes's  c  Annals,'  which  you  will  pleafe 
to  return  to  me  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can.  He  fays,  c  he  wifhes  you 
would  cut  a  little  deeper;'  but  he  may  be  proud  that  there  is  fo  little 
occafion  to  ufe  the  critical  knife.     I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  faithful  and  affedbionate  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell.'* 

9  Dr.  Johnfon  was  by  no  means  attentive  to  minute  accuracy  in  his  "  lives  of  the  Poets  ;" 
for  notwithftanfling  my  having  dcteded  this  miftake,  he  has  continued  it, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Langton  has  been  pleafed,  at  my  requeft,  to  favour  me  with  fome      1778. 
particulars  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  vifit  to  Warley-Camp,  where  this  gentleman  was  jEtat.69! 
at  the  time  ftationed,  as  a  Captain  in  the  Lincolnfhire  militia.     I  fhall  give 
them  in  his  own  words  in  a  letter  to  me. 

Cf  It  was  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1778,  that  he  complied  with  my  invitation . 
to  come  down  to  the  Camp  at  Warley,  and  he  ftaid  with  me  about  a  week; 
the  fcene  appeared,  notwithstanding  a  great  degree  of  ill  health  that  he  feemed 
to  labour  under*  to  intereft  and  amufe  him,  as  agreeing  with  the  dif- 
pofition  that  I  believe  you  know  he  conftandy  manifefted  towards  enquiring 
into  fubje&s  of  the  military  kind.  He  fate,  with  a  patient  degree  of  attention, 
to  obferve  the  proceedings  of  a  regimental  court-martial,  that  happened  to 
be  called  in  the  time  of  his  ftay  with  us;  and  one  night,  as  late  as  at  eleven 
o'clock,  he  accompanied  the  Major  of  the  regiment  in  going  what  are  ftyled, 
the  Rounds,  where  he  might  obferve  the  forms  of  vifiting  the  guards,  for  the 
feeing  that  they  and  their  fentries  are  ready  in  their  duty  on  their  feveral  polls. 
He  took  occafion  to  converfe  at  times  on  military  topicks,  one  in  particular, 
that  I  fee  the  mention  o£  in  your  c  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/ 
which  lies  open  before  me 6,  as  to  gun-powder;  which  he  (poke  of  to  the 
fame  effeft,  in  part,  that  you  relate. 

"  On  one  occafion,  when  the  regiment  were  going  through  their  exercife, 
he  went  quite  clofe  to  the  men  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  it,  and  watched 
all  their  pra&ices  attentively ;  and,  when  he  came  away,  his  remark  was, 
*  The  men  indeed  do  load  their  mufquets  and  fire  with  wonderful  celerity/ 
He  was  likewife  particular  in  requiring  to  know  what  was  the  weight  of 
the  mufquet-balls  in  ufe,  and  within  what  diftance  they  might  be  expedted 
to  take  effedt  when  fired  off. 

u  In  walking  among  the  tents,  and  obferving  the  difference  between  thofe 
of  the  officers  and  private  men,  he  faid  that  the  fuperiority  of  accommoda- 
tion of  the  better  conditions  of  life,  to  that  of  the  inferiour  ones,  was  never 
exhibited  to  him  in  fo  diftinft  a  view.  The  civilities  paid  to  him  in  the 
camp  were,  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Lincolnfhire  regiment,  one  of  the 
officers  of  which  accommodated  him  with  a  tent  in  which  he  flept  j  and  from 
General  Hall,  who  very  courteoufly  invited  him  to  dine  with  him ,  where  he 
appeared  to  be  very  well  pleafed  with  his  entertainment*  and  the  civilities  he 

*  Third  Edition,  p.  in. 
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received  on  the  part  of  the  General 7  5  the  attention  likewife  of  the  General's 
aid-de-camp,  Captain  Smith,  Teemed  to  be  very  welcome  to  him,  as  appeared 
by  their  engaging  in  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  together.  The  gendemen  of  the 
Eail  York  regiment  likewife  on  being  informed  of  his  coming,  folicited  hi& 
company  at  dinner,  but  by  that  rime  he  had  fixed  his  departure,  fo  that  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  invitation/' 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I  have  received  two  letters  from  you,  of  which  the  fecond  com- 
plains bf  the  negleft  fhown  to  the  firft.  You  muft  not  tye  your  friends  to 
fuch  punftual  correfpondence.  You  have  all  poflible  aflurances  of  my  affec- 
tion and  efteem  j  and  there  ought  to  be  no  need  of  reiterated  profeflions. 
When  it  may  happen  that  I  can  give  you  either  counfel  or  comfort,  1  hope 
it  will  never  happen  to  me  that  I  fliould  negleft  you  j  but  you  muft  not  think 
me  criminal  or  cold  if  I  fay  nothing,  when  I  have  nothing  to  fay. 

cc  You  are  now  happy  enough.  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  recovered  •,  and  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  probability  of  her  long  life.  If  general  approbation 
will  add  any  thing  to  your  enjoyment,  I  can  tell  you  that  I  have  heard  you 
mentioned  as'*  man  whom  every  body  likes.  I  think  life  has  little  more 
to  give. 

"  ■  has  gone  to  his  regiment.     He  has  laid  down  his  coach,  and 

talks  of  making  more  contractions  of  his  expence :  how  he  will  fucceed  I 
know  not.  It  is  difficult  to  reform  a  houfehold  gradually ;  it  may  be  better 
done  by  a  fyftem  totally  new.  I  am  afraid  he  has  always  fomething  to  hide. 
When  we  prefled  him  to  go  to  ,  he  objedted  the  neceflity  of  attend- 

ing his  navigation ;  yet  he  could  talk  of  going  to  Aberdeen, .  a  place  not 
much  nearer  his  navigation.     I  believe  he  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  living 

at in  a  date  of  diminution ;  and  of  appearing  among  the  gentlemen 

of  the  neighbourhood  Jhorn  of  bis  beams.  This  is  natural,  but  it  is  cowardly* 
What  I  told  him  of  the  encreafing  expence  of  a  growing  family  feems  to 
have  ftruck  him.  He  certainly  had  gone  on  with  very  confufed  views* 
and  we  have,  I  think,  fhown  him  that  he  is  wrong  5  though,  with  the  com- 
mon deficience  of  advifers,  we  have  not  fhown  him  how  to  do  right. 

7  When  I  one  day  at  Court  exprefled  to  General  Hall  my  fenfc  of  the  honour  he  had  done  my 
friend,  he  politely  anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  did  mjfelf  honour/' 

3  «  I  Wifh 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  .       a75 

<€  I  wifh  you  would  a  little  correct  or  reftrain  your  imagination,   and     177*. 
imagine  that  happinefs,  fuch  as  life  admits,   may  be  had  at  other  places  as  jEtat*  6a! 
well  as  London.     Without  averting  Stoicifm,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  is  our 
bufinefs  to  exempt  ourfelves  as  much  as  we  can  from  the  power  of  external 
things.     There  is  but  one  folid  bafis  of  happinefs;  and  that  is,  the  reafon- 
able  hope  of  a  happy  futurity.    This  may  be  had  every  where. 

c<  I  do  not  blame  your  preference  of  London  to  other  places,  for  it  is 
really  to  be  preferred,  if  the  choice  is  free  •,  but  few  have  the  choice  of  their 
place,  or  their  manner  of  life ;  and  mere  pleafure  ought  not  to  t>e  the  prime 
motive  of  a&ion. 

"  Mrs.  Thrale,  poor  thing,  has  a  daughter.  Mr.  Thrale  diflikes  the  times, 
like  the  reft  of  us.  Mrs.  Williams  is  tick ;  Mrs.  Defmoulins  is  poor.  I 
have  miferable  nights.     Nobody  is  well  but  Mr.  Levett.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

«  Your  moft,  &c. 

"  Un&on,  July  3,  1778.  Sam.  John  SON." 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  there  was  a  difference  between  him  and  his  friend 
Mr.  Strahan ;  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  unneceflary  to  relate.  Their 
reconciliation  was  communicated  to  me  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Strahan,  in  the 
following  words : 

u  The  notes  I  (hewed  you  that  paft  between  him  and  me  were  dated  in 
March  laft.  The  matter  lay  dormant  till  July  27,  when  he  wrote  to  me 
as  follows: 

To  Wlliam  Strahan,  Efq. 

€  Sir, 

c  I T  would  be  very  foolifh  for  us  to  continue  ftrangers  any 
longer.  You  can  never  by  perfiftency  make  wrong  right.  If  I 
refented  too  acrimonioufly,  I  relented  only  to  yourfelf.  Nobody 
ever  faw  or  heard  what  I  wrote.  You  faw  that  my  anger  was  over, 
for  in  a  day  or  two  I  came  to  your  houfe.  I  have  given  you 
longer  time  9  and  I  hope  you  have  made  fo  good  ufe  of  it,  as  to 
be  no  longer  on  evil  terms  with,  Sir, 

€  Your,   &rc 

c  Sam.  Johnson.* 

On  this  I  called  upon  him ;  and  he  has  fince  dined  with  me*" 

N  n  2  After 
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After  this  time,  the  fame  friendlhip  as  formerly  continued  between  Dr. 
Johnfon  and  Mr.  Strahan.  My  friend  mentioned  to  me  a  little  circumftance 
of  his  attention,  which,  though  we  may  fmile  at  it,  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
its  foundation  in  a  nice  and  true  knowledge  of  human  life.  "  When  I  write 
to  Scotland,  (laid  he,)  I  employ.  Strahan  to  frank  my  letters,  that  he  may 
have  the  confequence  of  appearing  a  Parliament-man  among  his  countrymen." 

To  Captain  Langton*,  at  Warhy  Camp. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHEN  I  recollcft  how  long  ago  I  was  received  with  fo  much 
kindnefs  at  Warley  Common,  I  am  afhamed  that  I  have  not  made  fome: 
enquiries  after  my  friends. 

cc  Pray  how  many  fheep-ftealers  did  yoaconvift  ?  and  how  did  youpumfh. 
them  ?  When  are  you  to  be  cantoned  in  better  habitations  ?.  The  air  grows 
cold,  and  the  ground  damp.  Longer  ftay  in  the  camp  cannot  be  without 
much  danger  to  the  health  of  the  commoiv  men,  if  even  the  officers  can. 
efcape. 

"  You  fee  that  Dr.  Percy  is  now  Dean  of  Carlifle ;  about  five  hundred  a 
year,  with  a  power  of  prefenting  himfelf  to  fome  good  living.  He  ia 
provided  for. 

"  The  feffion  of  the  club  is  to  commence  with  that  of  the  parliaments 
Mr.  Banks  defires  to  be  admitted ;  he  will  be  a  very  honourable  acceflion. 

€€  Did  the  King  pleafe  you  ?  The  Coxheath  men,  I  think,  have  fbmc 
realbn  to  complain :  Reynolds  fays  your  camp  is  better  than  theirs. 

cc  I  hope  you  find  yourfelf  able  to  encounter  this  weather.  Take  care  of 
your  own  health ; .  and,  as  you  can,,  of  your  men.  Be  pleafed  to  make  my 
compliments  to  all  the  gendemen  whofe  notice  I  have  had,  and  whofe  kind- 
nefs I  have  experienced.    I  am,  dear  Sir,_ 

€€  Your  moft  humble  fervant, . 
«'  Oft.  31,  1778.  Sam*  Johnson." 

I  wrote  to  him  on  the  1 8th  of  Auguff,  the  1 8th  of  September,  and  the 
6th  of  November  j  informing  him  of  my  having  had  another  fon  born,  whom 
I  had  called  James ;  that  I  had  palled  fome  time  at  Auchinleck $  that  the 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  here  addrcffcj  hi*  worthy  friend,  Bcnnet  Langton,  Efq.  by  his  title,  as  a  Captain 
of  the  Lincolnfhire  militia* 

Counted 
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Countefs  of  Loudoun,  now  in  her  ninety-ninth  year,  was  as  frelh  as  when  he      1778- 
few  her,  and  remembered  him  with  refpeft  -,  and  that  his  mother  by  adop-  ^tat,  60. 
uony  the  Countefs  of  Eglintoune,  had  faid  to  me,  cc  Tell  Mr.  Johnfon  1  love 
him  exceedingly;"   that  I  had  again  fuffered  much  from  bad  fpirits;  and. 
that  as.  it  was  very  long  fincc  I  heard  from  him,  I  was  not  a  little  uneafy. 

The  continuance  of  his  regard  for  his  friend  Dr.  Burney,.  appears  from  die 
following  letters.: 

Ho  the  Revererend  Dr.  Wheeler,  Oxfordl 

^Dear  Sir, 

€€  Dr.  Burwxtt,  who  brings  this  paper,  is  engaged  in  a  Hiftory  of 
Mufick  5  and  having  been  told  by  Dr.  Markham  of  fome  MSS.  relating  to 
his  fubjeft,  which  are  in  the  library  of  your  College,  is  defirous  to  examine 
them.  Hfc  is  my  friend;  and  therefore  I  take  the  liberty  of  intreating  your, 
favour  and  afliftance  in  his  enquiry :  and  can  aflure  you,  with  great  confi- 
dence, that  if  you  knew  him  he  would  not  want  any  intervenient  folicitation 
to  obtain  the  kindnefs  of  one  who  loves  learning  and  virtue  as  you  love 

diem. 

«  I  have  been  flattering  myfelf  all  the  fummer  with  the  hope  of  paying 
my  annual  vifit  to  my  friends,  but  fomething  has  obftru&ed;  me:  I  ftill 
hope  not  to  be  long  without  feeing  you.  I  ihould  be  glad  of  a  little  literary 
talk;  and  glad*  to  fhew  you,  by  the  frequency  of  my  vifits,  how  eagerly  t 
love  it,  when  you  talk  it.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

«  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"London,  Nov,  2,  1778.  Sam.  JOHNSON. 


fi>  the  Reverend  Dr.  Edwards,   Oxford. 

"  Sir, 

IC  THE  bearer,  Dr.  Burney,  has  had  fome  account  of  a  Wellh 
Manufcript  in  the  Bodleian,  library,  from  which  he  hopes  to  gain  fome 
materials  for  his  Hiftofy  of  Mufick  •,  but,  being  ignorant  of  the  language, 
is  at  a  lofs  where  to  find  afliftance.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you,  Sif,  can 
help  him  through  his  difficulties,  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  recom^ 
mending  him  to  your  favour,  as  I  am  fure  you  will  find  him  a  man 
worthy  of  every  civility  that,  can  be  fhewn,  and  every  benefit  that  can  be 

conferred*  1. 

cc  But 
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«  But  wc  muft  not  let  Welfli  drive  us  from  Greek.  What  comes  of 
Xenophon  ?  If  you  do  not  like  the  trouble  of  publifhing  the  book,  do  not 
let  your  commentaries  be  loft ;  contrive  that  they  may  be  publifhed  fomc- 
where.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  humble  fervant, 

«  London,  Nov.  2,  1778.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

Thefe  letters  procured  Dr.  Burney  great  kindnefs  and  friendly  offices  from 
both  of  thefe  gentlemen,  not  only  on  that  occafion,  but  in  future  vifits  to  the 
univerfity.  The  fame  year  Dr.  Johnfon  not  only  wrote  to  Dr.  JofepK  Warton 
in  favour  of  Dr.  Burney's  youngeft  fon,  who  was  to  be  placed  in  the  college 
there,  but  accompanied  him  to  Winchefter,  when  he  went  thither. 

We  fiirely  cannot  but  admire  the  benevolent  exertions  of  this  great  and 
good  man,  efpecially  when  we  confider  how  grievoufly  he  was  affli&ed  with 
bad  health,  and  how  uncomfortable  his  home  was  made  by  the  perpetual 
jarring  of  thofe  whom  he  charitably  accommodated  under  his  roof.  He  has 
fbmetimes  fuffered  me  to  talk  jocularly  of  his  groupe  of  females,  and  call 
them  his  Seraglio*  He  thus  mentions  them,  together  with  honeft  Levett,  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.Thrale8:  "Williams  hates  every  body;  Levett 
hates  Defmoulins,  and  does  not  love  Williams;  Defmoulins  lutes  them  both; 
Poll9  loves  none  of  them." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq* 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  IT  is  indeed  a  long  time  fince  I  wrote,  and  I  think  you  .have 
fome  reafon  to  complain ;  however,  you  muft  not  let  fmall  things  difturb  you, 
when  you  have  fuch  a  fine  addition  to  your  happinefs  as  a  new  boy,  and  I 
hope  your  lady's  health  reftored  by  bringing  him.  It  feems  very  probable 
that  a  litde  care  will  now  reftore  her,  if  any  remains  of  her  complaints  are  left. 

"  You  fcem,  if  I  underftand  your  letter,  to  be  gaining  ground  at  Auchinleck, 

an  incident  that  would  give  me  great  delight. 

****** 

cc  When  any  fit  of  anxiety,  or  gloominefs,  or  perverfion  of  mind,  lays  hold 

upon  you,  make  it  a  rule  not  to  publifh  it  by  complaints,  but  exert  your 

whole  care  to  hide  it ;  by  endeavouring  to  hide  it,  you  will  drive  it  away. 
Be  always  bufy. 

«  Vol  II.  page  38.  •  MHiCarmkhad. 

«  The 
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fC  The  Club  is  to  meet  with  the  parliament;  we  talk  of  ele&ing  Banks,  the 
traveller  j  he  will  be  a  reputable  member* 

"  Langton  has  been  encamped  with  his  company  of  militia  oii  Warley- 
commonj  I  (pent  five  days  amongft  them;  he  fignalized  himfelf  as  a  diligent 
officer,  and  has  very  high  relpedt  in  the  regiment.  He  prefided  when  I  was 
there  at  a  court-martial  j  he  is  now  quartered  inHertfordfhire;  his  lady  and 
little  ones  are  in  Scotland.  Paoli  came  to  the  camp  and  commended  the 
foldiers. 

cc  Of  myfelf  I  have  no  great  matter  to  lay,  my  health  is  not  reftored,  my 
nights  are  reftlefs  and  tedious.  The  belt  night  that  I  have  had  thefe  twenty 
years  was  at  Fort-Auguftus. 

"  I  hope  foon  to  fend  you  a  few  lives  to  read.    I  am>  dear  Srr> 

<c  Your  moft  affedtionate, 
«  Nov. 21,  1778.  Sam.  Johnson." 

About  this  time  Mr.  John  Hufley,  who  had  been  fome  time  in  trade,  and 
is  now  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  being  about  to  undertake  a 
journey  to  Aleppo,  and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft,  which  he  accompli(hed> 
Dr.  Johnfon  honoured  him  with  the  following  letter; 

To  Mr.  John  Hussey. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I  have  fent  you  the c  Grammar,'  and  have  left  you  two  books  more* 
by  which  I  hope  to  be  remembered,  write  my  name  in  them;  we  may 
perhaps  fee  each  other  no  more,  you  part  with  my  good  wifhes,  nor  do  I 
defpair  of  feeing  you  return.  Let  no  opportunities  of  vice  corrupt  you  j  let 
no  bad  example  feduce  you ;  let  the  blindnefs  of  Mahometans  confirm  you 
in  Chriftianity.    God  blefs  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affeftionate  humble  fervant* 
«  Dec.  29,  1773.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Johnfon  this  year  expreffed  great  fatisfadtion  at  the  publication  of  the  firft 
volume  of  "  Difcourfes  to  the  Royal  Academy,"  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds, 
whom  he  always  eonfidered  as  one  of  his  literary  fchool.  Much  praife  indeed 
is  due  to  thofe  excellent  Difcourfes,  which  .are  fo  universally  admired> 
and  for  which  the  authour  lately  received  from  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  a  gold 

1  Notwithstanding  all  my  anxious  attention  to  chronological  order,  I  find  that  I  have  afcribed 

to  this  year  (fee  page  181,)  the  publication  of  his  Prefaces  to  the  Poets*  which  in  faft  came  oat 

early  in  the  next  year, 

fcuff- 
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fnuff-box,  adorned  with  her  profile  in  bos  reliefs  fet  in  diamonds  j  and  containing 
what  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  a  flip  of  paper,  on  which  are  written  with 
her  Imperial  Majefty's  own  hand,  the  following  words :  "  four  le  Chevalier 
Reynolds  en  temoignage  du  contentement  que  fai  rejfentie  h  la  leilure  de  Jes 
excetiens  difcours  fur  la  peinture" 
j 779*  In  i779>  Johnfon  proceeded,  at  intervals,  in  writing  his  w  Lives  of  the 
Poets." 

*  On  the  aid  of  January,  I  wrote  to  him  on  feveral  topicks,  and  mentioned  that 
as  he  had  been  fo  good  as  to  permit  me  to  have  the  proof  fheets  of  his  "  Lives 
of  the  Poets,"  I  had  written  to  his  fervant,  Francis,  to  take  care  of  them 
for  me. 

Mr.  Boswell  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

<c  My  DEAR  SlR,  Edinburgh,  Feb.  2,  1779. 

"  GARRICK's  death  is  a  ftriking  event ;  not  that  we  fliould  be 
furprifed  with  the  death  of  any  man,  who  has  lived  fixty-two  years.  But 
becaufe  there  was  a  vivacity  in  our  late  celebrated  friend,  which  drove  away 
the  thoughts  of  death  from  any  aflbciation  with  him  j  I  am  fure  you  will  be 
tenderly  affe&ed  with  his  departure;  and  I  would  wifh  to  hear  from  you 
upon  the  fubjeft.  I  was  obliged  to  Vim  in  my  days  of  efFervefcence  in 
London,  when  poor  Derrick  was  my  governour  j  and  fince  that  time  I 
received  many  civilities  from  him.  Do  you  remember  how  pleafing  it  was, 
when  I  received  a  letter  from  him  at  Inverary,  upon  our  firft  return  to  civilized 
living  after  our  Hebridean  journey.  I  fhall  always  remember  him  jvith 
affe&ion  as  well  as  admiration. 

"  On  Saturday  laft,  being  the  30th  of  January,  I  drank  coffee  and  old 
port,  and  had  folemn  converfation  with  the  Reverend  Mr.  Falconer,  a  non- 
juring  bifhop,  a  very  learned  and  worthy  man.  He  gave  two  toafts,  which 
you  will  believe  I  drank  with  cordiality,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  and  Flora 
Macdonald.  I  fat  about  four  hours  with  him,  and  it  was  really  as  if  I  had 
been  living  in  the  laft  century.  The  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  though 
faithful  to  the  royal  houfe  of  Stuart,  has  never  accepted  of  any  conge  d?elire% 
fince  the  Revolution ;  it  is  the  only  true  Epifcopal  Church  in  Scotland,  as  it 
Jias  its  own  fucceflion  of  bifhops.  For  as  to  die  epifcopal  clergy  who  take 
the  oaths  to  the  prefent  government,  they  indeed  follow  the  rites  of  the  Church 
of  England,  but,  as  Bifhop  Falconer  obferved,  they  are  not  Epi/copals ;  for 
they  are  under  no  bifhop,  as  a  bifhop  cannot  have  authority  beyond  his  diocefe. 

"  This 


i 
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u  This  venerable  gentleman,  did  me  the  honour  to  dine  with  me  yefterday,     1779* 
and  he  laid  his  hands  upon  the  heads  of  my  little  ones.    We  had  a  good  deal  j£t»U7ou 
of  curious  literary  converfarion,  particularly  about  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman, 
with  whom  he  lived  in  great  friendfhip. 

"  Any  frefh  iftftance  of  the  uncertainty  of  life  makes  one  embrace  more 
clofely  a  valuable  friend.  My  dear  and  much  refpcded  Sir,  may  God 
prefervc  you  long  in  this  world  while*  I  am  in  it.    I  am  ever, 

<€  Your  much  obliged, 

"  And  affectionate  humble  fcrvant, 

€€  Jambs  Boswill."      # 

On  the  23d  of  February  I  wrote  to  him  again,  complaining  of  his  filence, 
as  I  had  heard  he  was  ill,  and  had  written  to  Mr.  Thrale  for  information 
concerning  him;  and  I  announced  my  intention  of  foon  being  again  in 

London. 

To  JameS  Boswell,  Efo 

<c  Dear  Sir, 

w  WHY  fhould  you  take  fuch  delight  to  make  a  buttle,  to  write  to 
Mr.  Thrale  that  I  am  negligent,  and  to  Francis  to  do  what  is  fo  very  unneceflary, 
Thrale,  you  may  be  fure,  cared  not  about  it ;  and  I  fliall  fpare  Francis  the 
trouble,  by  ordering  a  fet  both  of  the  Lives  and  Poets  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell  % 
in  acknowledgement  of  her  marmalade.  Perfiiade  her  to  accept  them,  and 
accept  them  kindly.  If  I  thought  fhe  would  receive  them  lcornfully,  I  would 
fend  them  to  Mils  Bofwell,  who,  I  hope,  has  yet  none  of  her  mamma's  ill* 
will  to  me. 

"  I  would  fend  fcts  of  Lives,  four  volumes,  to  fome  other  friends,  to  Lord 
Hailes  firft.  His  fecond  volume  lies  by  my  bed-fide ;  a  book  furely  of  great 
labour,  and  to  every  juft  thinker  of  great  delight.  Write  me  word  to  whom 
I  fhall  fend  befides ;  would  it  pleafc  Lord  Auchinleck  ?  Mrs.  Thrale  waits 
in  the  coach. 

"  I  am»  dear  Sir,  &c 

•    •«  March  13,  1779.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

This  letter  croffed-me  on  the  road  to  London,  where  I  arrived  on  Monday, 
March  1 5,  and  next  morning  at  a  late  hour,  found  Dr.  Johnfon  fitting  over 

*  He  fent  a  fet  elegantly  bound  and  gilt,  which  wat  received  as  a  very  handfome  prtfent. 

Vol,  II.  O  0  his 


THE     LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON 

his  tea,  attended  by  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  Mr,  Levett,  and  a  clergyman,  who^ 
bad  come  to  fubmit  fome  poetical  pieces  to  his  revifioiu    It  is  wonderful 
what  a  number  and  variety  of  writers,  fome  of  them  even  unknown  to  him, .. 
prevailed  on  his  good-nature  to  look  over  their  works,  and  fugged  corrections 
and  improvements.     My  arrival  interrupted  for  a  fitde  while,  the  important 
bufinefs   of  v  this  true   reprefentative  of   Bayes;    upon  its    being   refumed, 
I  found  that  the  fufejeft  under  immediate  confideratioa  was  a  tranilation,  yet 
in  manufcript,  of  the  Carmen  Seculare  of  Horace,  which  had  this  year  been 
fet  to  mufick,  and  performed  as  a  publick  entertainment  in  London,  for  the 
joint  benefit  of  Monfieui4  Philidor  and  Signor  Baretti.     When  Johnfon  had '. 
done  reading,  the  authour  afked  him  blundy,   "  If  upon  the  whole  it  was  a . 
good  tranilation  ?"     Johnfon,  whofe  regard  for  truth  was  uncommonly  ftrid:, . 
feemed  to  be  puzzled  for  a  moment,  what  anfwer  to  make,  as  he  certainly  - 
Could   not  honeftly  commend  the  performance:    with  exquifite  addrefs  he 
evaded  the  queftion  thus,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  fay  that  it  may  not  be  made  a  very 
good  tranflation."     Here  nothing  whatever  in  favour  of  the  performance  was 
affirmed,    and  yet  the  writer   was  not  fhocked.     A  printed  cc  Ode  to  the 
Warlike  Genius  of  Britain,"  came  next  in  review;  the' bard  was  a  lank  bony 
figure,    with  fhort  black  hair;  he  was  writhing  himfelf  in  agitation,  while 
Johnfon  read,  and  fhewing  hi*  teeth,  in  a  grin  of  earneftnefs,  exclaimed  in 
broken  fentences,  and  in  a  keen;  lharp  tone,  '*  Is  that  poetry,  Sir  ? — Is  it 
Pindar?"    Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  there  is  here  a  great  deal  of  what  is  called 
poetry."     Then  turning  to  me,  the  poet  cried,  cc  My  mufe  has  not  been  long 
upon  the  town,  and  (pointing  to  the  Ode)  it  trembles  under  the  hand  of  the 
great  crkick."     Johnfon  in  a  tone  of  diipleafbre  alked  him,  f<  Why  do  you 
praife  Anfon  ?"     I  did  not  trouble  him  by  afking  his  reafon  for  this  queftion. 

tie  proceeded,  "  Here  is  an  errour,  Sir;  you  have  made  Genius  feminine." 

"Palpable,  Sir;  (cried, the  enthufiaft)  I  know  it.  But  (in  a  lower  tone) 
it  was  to  pay  a  compliment .  to  the  Duchefs  of  Devonshire,  with  which  her 
Grace  was  pleafed.  She  is  walking  acrofs  Ctaheath,  in  the  military  uniform, 
and  I  fuppofe  her  to  be  the  Genius  of  Britain."  Johnson.  "  Sir  you  are 
giving  a  reafon  for  it,  but  that  will  not  make  it  right.  You  may  have  a 
reafon  why  two.  and  >  two  fhould  make  fivej  but  they  will  ftill  make  but 
four." 

Although  I  was  feveral  rimes  with  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the  following 
days,  fuch  it  feems  were  my  occupations,  or  fuch  my  negligence,  that 
I  have  preferred  na  memorial  of  his  conyerfation  till  Friday,  March  26, 
when  I  vifited  him.    %He.faid  he  expefted  to  be  attacked  on  account  of  his  . 

cc-Lives 
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**  Litres  of  the  Poets,"    c<  However  (faid  he)  I  would  rather  be  attacked     '779* 
than  unnoticed.     For  the  worft  thing  you  can  do  to  an  authour  is  to  be  filent  ^JatT^! 
as  to  his  works.    An  aflault  upon  a  town  is  a  bad  thing ;  but  ftarving  it  is  (till 
worfe ;  an  aflault  may  be  unfuccefsful ;  you  may  have  more  men  killed  than 
you  kill ;  but  if  you  ftarve  die  town  you  are  fure  of  a  vi&ory." 

Talking  of  a  friend  of  our's  allocating  with  perfons  of  very  discordant 
principles  and  characters  j  I  faid  he  was  a  very  univer&l  man,  quite  a  man 
of  the  world.  Johnson.  c<  Yes,  Sir*  but  one  may  be  fb  much  a  man  of  the 
world  as  to  be  nothing  in  the  world.  I  remember  a  pafiage  in  Goldfmith's 
*  Vicar  of  Wakefield/  which  he  was  afterwards  fool  enough  to  expunge  t 
c  I  do  not  love  a  man  who  is  zealous  for  nothing."  Boswell.  "  That  was 
a  fine  paffage."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir :  there  was  another  fine  paffage  too^ 
which  he  (truck  out :  '  When  I  was  a  young  man,  being  anxious  to  diftinguifh 
myfelf,  I  was  perpetually  darting  new  propofitions.  But  I  foon  gave  this 
over  j  for,  I  found  that  generally  what  was  new  was  falfe."  I  faid  I  did  not 
liktf  to  fit  with  people  of  whom  I  had  not  a  good  opinion.  Johnson.  "  But 
you  mull  not  indulge  your  delicacy  too  much ;  or  you  will  be  a  tete  &  lite  man 
all  your  life." 

During  my  ftay  in  London,  this  fpring,  I  find  I  was  unaccountably  negli- 
gent in  preferring  Johnfon's  fayings,  more  fo  than  at  any  time  when  I  was  happy 
enough  to  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  his  wifdom  and  wit.  There  is  no 
help  for  it  now.  I  mull  content  myfelf  with  prefenting  fuch  fcraps  as  I  have* 
But  I  am  neverthelefs  afhamed  and  vexed  to  think  how  much  has  been  loft. 
It  is  not  that  there  was  a  bad  crop  this  year  j  but  that  I  was  not  fofficiently 
careful  in  gathering  it  in.  I,  therefore,  in  fome  inftances  can  only  exhibit  a 
few  detached  fragments. 

Talking  of  the  wonderful  Concealment  of  the  authour  of  the  celebrated 
letters  figned  Junius  ;  he  faid,  "  I  ihould  have  believed  Burke  to  be 
Junius,  becaufe  I  know  no  man  but  Burke  who  is  capable  of  writing  thefe 
letters ;  but  Burke  fpontaneoufly  denied  it  to  me.  The  cafe  would  have  been 
different  had  I  alked  him  if  he  was  the  authour  j  a  man  fo  queftioned,  as  to 
an  anonymous  publication,  may  think  he  has-  a  right  to  deny  it. 

He  obferved  that  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Sheridan,  had  been  honoured  with 
extraordinary  attention  in  his  own  country,  by  having  had  an  exception  made 
in  his  favour  in  an  Irifh  Aft  of  Parliament  concerning  infohrent  debtors* 
ft  To  be  thus  fingled  out  (faid  he)  by  a  legislature,  as  an  objeft  of  publick 
confideration  and  kindnefs,  is  a  proof  of  no  common  merit." 

O  o  2  At 
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>779*         At  Streatham,  on  Monday,  March  29,  at  breakfaft  he  maintained  that  9 
JEwCno.  &ther  had  no  right  to  control  the  inclinations  of  his  daughters  in  marriage. 

On  Wednefday,  March  3 1,  when  I  vifited  him,  and  confeffed  an  excefs  of 
which  I  had  very  feldom  been  guilty ;  that  I  had  fpent  a  whole  night  in  play- 
ing at  cards,  and  that  I  could  not  look  back  on  it  with  fatisfaftion.  Inftead- 
of  a  harfh  animadverfion,  he  mildly  laid,  u  Alas,  Sir,,  on  how  few  things  can 
we  look  back  with  fatisfaftion." 

On  Thurftlay,  April  1,  he  commended  one  of  the  Dukes  of  D£vonfhire  for. 
cc  a  dogged  veracity  V  He  faid  too,  "  London  is  nothing  to  fome  people  * 
but  to  a  man  whofe  pleafure  is  intellectual,  London  is  the  place.  And  there 
is  no  place  where  oeconomy  can  be  fo  well  pradtifed  as  in  London.  More 
can  be  had  here  for  the  money,  even  by  ladies,  than  any  where  elfe.  You 
Cannot  play  tricks  with  your  fortune  in  a  fmall  pl^ce ;  you  muft  malce  an 
uniform  appearance.  Here  a  lady  may  have  well-forniihed  apartmentsx  and 
elegant  drefs,.  without  any  meat  in  her  kitchen/* 

I  was  arrmfed  by  confidering  with  how  much  eafc  and  coohiefs  he  could, 
write  or  talk  to  a  friend^  exhorting  him  not  to  fuppofe  that  happinefs  was  not 
to  be  found  as  well  in  other  places  as  in  London ;  when  he  himfelf  was  at 
all  times  fenfible  of  its  being,  comparatively  (peaking,  a  heaten  upon  earth. 
The  truth  is,  that  by  thofe  who  from  fagacity,  attention,  and. experience,  have 
learnt  the  foil  advantage  of  London,  its  pre-eminence  over,  every  other  place* 
not  only  for  variety  of  enjoyment,  but.  for  comfort, .  will  be  felt  with  a  philo* 
fbphical  exultation.  The  freedom  from ..  remark,  and  petty  cenfure*  widt 
.  which  life  may  be  pafied  there,  is  a  circircumftance  which  a  man  who  knows 
the  teizmg  reftraint  of  a  narrow  circle  muft  relifli  highly.  Mr.  Burke,  whofe 
orderly  and  amiable  domeftick  habits  might  make  the  eye  of  obfervation  lefs 
irkfome  to  him  than  to  moft  men>  iaid\onee  very  pleafantly,  in. my  hearing,, 
a  Though  I  haye  the  honour  to  reprefent  Briftol,..,I  ftiQuld  not  like  to  live 
there;  I  fhould* be.  obliged  to  be  fo  much*. upon  my  go oi  behaviour  "  In 
London,  a  man  may  live  in  Jplendid  fociety  at  one  time,  and  in  frugal  retire- 
ment another,,  without  animadverfion. .  There,  ,ai*d  ^here  alone,  a  man's  own 
houfe  is  truly  his  caftk^  ia.  which  he  can,  be  inpejrfeft  fafety  from  intrufion 
whenever  he  pkafes. .  I  never  flbaH"  forget  how  well  this  was  exprefled  to  • 
me.  one  day  by  Mr._Meynell :  u  The- chief  advantage  of  London. (faid  he) 
is,  that  a  man  is  .always  fow^r-Ms  burrow" 

He  laid  of  one  of  his  old.  acquaintances,  c*He  is  very  fit  for  a  travelling 
jpYernQur.    He  knows  French  very  well.    He  is  a  man  of  good  principles; , 

1  See  p.  1 65  of  this  Volume* . 

and; 
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and  there  would  be  no  danger  that  a  young  gentleman  fhould  catch  his  man-      l>p9* 
ner;  for  it  is  fo  very  bad,  that  it  muft  be  avoided.     In  that  refpeft  he  would  ^Etat.  70. 
be  like  the  drunken  Helot" 

On  Friday,  April  2,  being  Good-Fridayr  I  vifited  him  in  the  morning  as 
ufual;  and  finding-  that  we  infenfibly  fell  into  a  train  of  ridicule  upon  the 
foibles  of  one  of  our  friends,  a  very  worthy  man>  I,  by  way  of  a  check, 
quoted  fome  good  admonition  from  "  The  Government  of  the  Tongue,"  that 
very  pious  book.  It  happened  alfo  remarkably  enough,  that  the  fubjeft  of 
the  fcrmon  preached  to  us  to-day  by  Dr.  Burrows,  the  re&or  of  St.  Clement 
Danes,  upon  the  certainty  that  at  the  laft  day  we  muft  give  an  account  of 
cc  the  deeds  done  in  the  body;"  and,  amongft  various  afts  of  culpability  he 
mentioned  evil-fpeaking.  As  we  were  moving  flbwly  along  in  the  croud  from 
church,  Johnfon  jogged  my  elbow^  and  faid,  <cDid  you  attend  to  the 
fermon  V* — <c  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  I,)*  it  was  very  applicable  to^  us"  He,  how-s- 
ever, ftood  upon  the  defenfive.  €C  Whjr,  Sir,  the  fenfe  of  ridicule  is  given* 
us,  and  may  be  lawfully  ufed.  The  authour  of  *  The  Government  of  the 
Tongue*  would  have  us  to  treat  all  men  alike."s 

In  the  interval  between  morning  and  evening  fervice,  he  endeavoured'  to 
employ  himfelf  earneftly  in-  devotional  exercifes;  and,  as  he  has  mentioned, 
in  his  w  Prayers  and  Meditations  V*  gave  me  "  Les  Penfees  de  Pqfcal"  that 
I  might  not  interrupt  him.  I  preferve  the  book  with  reverence.  His  pre- 
senting it  tor  me  is  marked'  upon  it  with  his  own  hand,  and  I  have  found  in 
it  a  truly  divine  un&ion.     We  went  to  church  again  in  the  afternoon. 

On  Saturday,  April  3,  I  vifited  him  at  night,  and  found  him  fitting 
in  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  with  her,  and  one  who  he  afterwards  told  me  was 
a  natural  ion  of  the  lecond  Lord  Southwell.  The  table  had  a  Angular 
appearance,  being  covered  with  a  heterogeneous  aflemblage  of  oyfters  and 
porter  for  his  company,  and  tea  for  himfelf.  I  mentioned  my  having  heard  an 
eminent  phyfician, .  who  was  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  argue  in  favour  of  universal 
toleration*,  and  maintain*,  that  no  man  could  be  hurt  by  another  man's  differing 
from  him  in  opinion*  Johnson  "Sir,  you  are  to  a  certain  degree  hurt  by 
knowing  that  even  one  man  does  not  believe." 

On  Eafter-day,  after  folemn  fervicc  at  St.  Paul's,  I  dined  with  him :  Mr. 
Allen  the  printer  was-  alfo  his  guefL  He  was  uncommonly  filent ;  and  L 
have  not  written  down  any  thing,  except  a  fingle  curious  £a£t,  which,  having 
the  fanftion  of  his  inflexible  veracity,  may  be  received  as  a  ftriking  inftance 
of  human  iofenfibility  and  inconfideration.     As  he  was  palling  by  a  fifh- 

^|  ♦  Page  173. 
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monger  who  was  ikinniog  an  eel  alive,  lie  heard  him  "  curfe  it,  becaufe  It 
would  not  lye  ftilL" 

On  Wednefday,  April  7,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  I 
have  not  marked  what  company  was  there,  Johnfon  harangued  upon  the 
qualities  of  different  liquors ;  and  (poke  with  great  contempt  of  claret,  as  fo 
weak,  that  <c  a  man  would  be  drowned  by  it  before  it  made  him  drunk." 
He  was  perfuaded  to  drink  one  glafs  of  it,  that  he  might  judge,  not  from 
recollection,  which  might  be  dim,  'Jwt  from  immediate  fenfation.  He  fhook 
his  head,  and  faid,  €<  Poor  ftufE  No,  Sic,  claret  is  the  liquor  for  boys ; 
port,  for  men :  but  he  who  afpires  to  be  a  hero  (fmiling)  muft  drink  brandy. 
In  the  flrft  place,  the  flavour  of  brandy  is  moft  grateful  to  the  palate  j  and  then 
brandy  will  do  fooneft  for  a  man  what  drinking  can  do  for  him.  There  are, 
'ndeed,  few  who  are  able  <to  drink  brandy.  That  is  a  power  rather  to  be 
wifhed  for  than  attained.  And  yet  (proceeded  he)  as  in  all  pleafure  hope  is 
a  confiderable  part,  I  know  not  but  fruition  comes  too  quick  by  brandy. 
Florence  wine  I  think  the  worftj  it  is  wine  only  to  the  eyej  it  is  wine  neither 
while  you  are  drinking  it,  nor  after  you  have  drunk  it;  it  neither  pleafes  the  * 
tafte,  nor  exhilarates  the  {pints."  I  reminded  hina  how  heartily  he  and  I 
tifed  to  drink  wine  together  when  we  were  firft  acquainted  5  and  how  I  ufcd 
to  have  a  head-ache  after  fitting  up  with  him.  He  did  not  like  to  have  this 
recalled,  or,  perhaps,  thinking  that  I  boafted  improperly,  relblyed  to  have  a 
witty  ftroke  at  me :  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  was  not  the  wine  that  made  your  head 
ache,  but  the  ftnfe  that  I  put  into  it."  Boswell.  "  What,  Sir !  will  fenfe 
make  the  head  ache  ?"  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  {with  a  fmile)  when  it  is  not 
uied  to  it."  No  man  who  has  a  true  relifh  of  pleafantry  could  be  offended 
at  this ;  efpecially  if  Johnfon  in  a  long  intimacy  had  given  him  repeated 
proofs  of  his  regard  land  good  eftimation.  I  ufed  to  fay,  that  as  he  had  given 
me  a  thoufand  pounds  in  praile,  he  had  a  good  right  now  and  then:  to  take  a 
guinea  from  me- 

On  Thuriday,  April  8,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Allan  Ramfay*s,  with  Loid 
Graham  and  fome  other  company.  We  talked  of  Shakfpeare's  witches. 
Johnson.  "  They  are  beings  of  his  own  creation  j  they  are  a  compound -of 
malignity  and  meannefs,  without  any  abilities ;  and  are  quite  different  from 
die  Italian  magician.  King  James  fays,,  in  his  f  Daemonology/  c  Magicians 
command  the  devils ;  witches  are  their  fervants,' ,  The  Italian  magicians  are 
elegant  beings."  Ramsay.  *  Opera  witches,  not  Drury-lane  witches.** 
Johnfon  ohferved,  that  abilities  might  be  employed  in  a  narrow  iphere,  as  tit 

getting 
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getting  money,  which  he  faid  he  believed  no  man  could  do,  without  vigorous 
parts,  though  concentrated  to  a  point.  Ramsay.  "  Yes,  like  a  ftrong  horfe 
in  a  mill :  he  pulls  better." 

Lord  Graham,  while  he  praifed  the  beauty  of  Lochlomond,  on  the  banks 
of  which  is  his  family  feat,  complained  of  the  climate,  and  faid  he  could  not 
bear  it.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  my  Lord,  don't  talk  fo :  you  may  bear  it  well 
enough.  Your  anceftors  have  borne  it  more  years  than  I  can  tell."  This  was 
a  handfome  compliment  to  the  antiquity  of  the  houfe  of  Montrofe.  His  Lord- 
fliip  told  me  afterwards,  that  he  had  only  affedtcd  to  complain  of  the  climate ; 
left,  if  he  had  fpoken  as  favourably  of  his  country  as  he  really  thought,  Dr. 
Johnfon  might  have  attacked  it.  Johnfon  was  very  courteous  to  Lady 
Margaret  Macdonald.  "  Madam,  (faid  he,)  when  I  was  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky, 
I  heard  of  the  people  running  to  take  the  ftones  off  the  road,  left  Lady 
Margaret's  horfe  ihould  ftumble." 

Lord  Graham  commended  Dr.  Drummond  at  Naples,  as  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary talents;  and  added,  that  he  had  a  great  love  of  liberty.  Johnson.  "  He 
is  youngy  my  Lord;  (looking  to  his  Lordfhip  with  an  arch  fmile)  all  boys 
love  liberty,  till  experience  convinces  them  they  are  not  fo  fit  to  govern  them- 
felves  as  they  imagined.  We  are  all  agreed  as  to  our  own  liberty ;  we  would 
have  as  much  of  it  as  we  can  get ;  but  we  are  not  agreed  as  to  die  liberty  of 
others :  for  in  proportion  as  we  take,  others  muft  lofe.  I  believe  we  hardly 
wi(h  that  the  mob  Ihould  have  liberty  to  govern  us.  When  that  was  the  cafe 
Ibmetime  ago,  no  man  was  at  liberty  not  to  have  candles  in  his  windows." 
Ramsay.  «  The  refult  is,  that  order  is  better  than  confufion."  Johnson. 
*€  The  refult  is,  that  order  cannot  be  had  but  by  fubordinatfon." 

On  Friday,  April  16,  I  had  been  prefent  at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Hackman,  who,  in  a  fit  of  frantick  jealous  love,  had  (hot  Mifs  Ray, 
the  favourite  of  a  nobleman.  Johnfon,  in  whofe  company  I  dined  to-day, 
with  fome  other  friends,  was  much  interefted  by  my  account  of  what  pafled, 
and  particularly  with  his  prayer  for  the  mercy  of  heaven.  He  faid,  in  a 
folemn  fervid  tone,  «  I  hope  he  jhall  find  mercy." 

This  day  a  violent  altercation  arofe  between  Johnfon  and  Beauclerk, 
which  having  made  much  noife  at  the  time,  I  think  it  proper,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  future  mifreprefentatio^  to  give  a  minute  account  of  it. 

In  talking  of  Hackman,  Johnfon  argued,  as  Judge  Blackftohe  had  done, 
that  his  being  furnilhed  with  two  piftols  was  a  proof  that  he  meant  to  (hoot 
two  perfons.  Mr.  Beauclerk  faid,  "  No  \  for  that  every  wife  man  who 
intended  to  lhoot  himfelfi  took  two  piftols,  diat  he  might  be  fure  of  doing  it 

Vo*.  II.  [O  o]  at 
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1 779-     at  once.    Lord  — —         ■    *s  cook  fliot  himfelf  with  one  piftol,  and  lived 

iEtat.  70.  ten  days  in  great  agony.    Mr. ~,  who  loved  buttered  muffins,   but 

durft  not  eat  them  becaufe  they  difagreed  with  his  ftomach,  refolved  to  fhoot 
himfelf ;  and  then  he  eat  three  buttered  muffins  for  breakfaft,  before  (hooting 
himfclf,  knowing  that  he  ihould  not  be  troubled  with  indigeftion :  be  had 
two  charged  piftols ;  one  was  found  lying  charged  upon  the  table  by  him, 
after  he  had  fhot  himfelf  with  the  other."— ■"  .Well,  (faid  Johnfon,  with  an 
air  of  triumph,)  you  fee  here  one  piftol  was  fufficient."  Beauclerk  replied 
fmartly,  "  Becaufe  it  happened  to  kill  him."  And  either  then,  or  a  veiy  litde 
afterwards,  being  piqued  at  Johnlbn's  triumphant  remark,  added,  <c  This  is 
what  you  don't  know,  and  I  do."  There  was  then  a  cefiation  of  the  difpytej  and 
fome  minutes  intervened,  during  which,  dinner  and  the  glafs  went  on  cheerfully  i 
when  Johnfon  fuddenly  and  abruptly  exclaimed,  "  Mr.  Beauclerk,  how  came 
you  to  talk  fo  petulandy  to  me,  as  €  This  is  what  you  don't  know,  but  what 
I  know  ?'  One  thing  i"  know  which  you  don't  feem  to  know,  that  you  are 
'very  uncivil."  Beauclerk.  "  Becaufe  you  began  by  being  uncivil,  (which 
you  always  are)."  The  words  in  parenthefis  were,  I  believe,  not  heard  by 
Dr.  Johnfon.  Here  again  there  was  a  cefiation  of  arms.  Johnfon  told  me, 
that  the  reafon  why  he  waited  fome  time  at  firft  without  taking  any  notice  of 
what  Mr.  Beauclerk  faid,  was  becaufe  he  was  thinking  whether  he  fhould 
refent  it.  But  when  he  considered  that  there  were  prefent  a  young  Lord  and 
an  eminent  traveller,  two  men  of  the  world  with  whom  he  had  never  dined 
before,  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  might  think  they  had  a  right  to  take 
fuch  liberties  with  him  as  Beauclerk  did,  and  therefore  refolved  he  would  not 
let  it  pafs ;  adding,  that  "  he  would  not  appear  a  coward."  A  litde  while  after 
this,  the  converfation  turned  on  the  violence  of  Hackman's  temper.  Johnfon 
then  faid,  "  It  was  his  bufinefs  to  command  his  temper,  as  my  friend  Mr. 
Beauclerk  fhould  have  done  fome  time  time  ago."  Beauclerk.  "  I  fhould 
learn  of  you>  Sir."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  given  me  opportunities 
enough  of  learning,  when  I  have  been  in  your  company.  No  man  loves  to 
be  treated  with  contempt."  Beauclerk.  (with  a  polite  inclination  towards 
Johnfon)  €<  Sir>  you  have  known  me  twenty  years*  and  however  I  may- 
have  treated  others,  you  may  be  fure  I  could  never  treat  you  with  contempt.** 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  faid  more  than  was  nccelfery."  Thus  it  ended  j. 
and  Beauclerk's  coach  not  having  come  for  him  till  vtty  late,  Dr.  Johnfba 
and  another  gendeman  fat  with  him  a  long  time  after  the  reft  of  the  company 
were  gone ;  and  he  and  I  dined  at  Beauclerk's  on  the  Saturday  fc'nnight 
following. 

Afies 
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After  this  tempeft  had  fubfided,  I  recoiled  the  following  particulars  of  his 
converfation : 

"  I  am  always  for  getting  a  boy  forward  in  his  learning  5  for  that  is  a  fure 
good.  I  would  let  him  at  firft  read  airy  Englifh  book  which  happens  to  engage 
Iiis  attention ;  becaufe  you  have  done  a  great  deal  when  you  have  brought  him 
to  have  entertainment  from  a  book.     He'll  get  better  books  afterwards." 

"  Mallet,  I  believe,  never  wrote  a  fingle  line  of  his  projefted  Life  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  He  groped  for  materials  $  and  thought  of  it,  till  he 
had  exhaufted  his  mind.  Thus  it  fometimes  happens  that  men  entangle 
themfelves  in  their  own  fchemes." 

"  To  be  contradidted,  in  order  to  force  you  to  talk,  is  mighty  unpleafing. 
You Jbine9  indeed  -,  but  it  is  by  being  ground" 

Of  a  gendeman  who  made  fome  figure  among  the  Literati  of  his  time,  he 
faid,  "  What  eminence  he  had  was  by  a  felicity  of  manner ;  he  had  no  more 
learning  than  what  he  could  not  help." 

On  Saturday,  April  24,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr,  Beauclerk's,  with  Sir 

Jofhua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Jones,  (now  Sir  William,)  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Steevens, 

Mr.  Paradife,  and  Dr.  Higgins.    I  mentioned  that  a  Mr.  Wilkes  had  attached 

Garrick  to  me,  as  a-  man  who  had  no  friend.     Johnson.  cc  I  believe  he  is 

right,  Sir.     Oi  (piXoi  ov  <pi\og. — He  had  friends,  but  no  friend.     Garrick  was 

fo  diffufed,  he  had  no  man  to  whom  he  wiftied  to  unbofom  himfelf.     He 

found  people  always  ready  to  applaud  him,  and  that  always  for  the  lame  thing : 

fo  he  faw  life  with  great  uniformity."     I  took  upon  me,  for  once,  to  fight 

with  Goliath's  weapons,    and  play  the  fophift.— •"  Garrick  did  not  need  a 

friend,  as  he  got  from  every  body  all  he  wanted.     What  is  a  friend  ?     One 

who  fupports  you  and  comforts  you,  while  others  do  not.     Friendfhip,  you 

know.  Sir,  is  the  cordial  drop,  e  to  make  the  naufeous  draught  of  life  go 

down :'  but  if  the  draught  be  not  naufeous,  if  it  be  all  fweet,  there  is  no 

occafion  for  that  drop."     Johnson.  cc  Many  men  would  not  be  content  to 

live  fo.     I  hope  I  fhould  not.     They  would  wifh  to  have  an  intimate  friend* 

with  whom  they  might  compare  minds,  and  cherifh  private  virtues."   One  of 

the  company  mentioned  Lord  ChefterfieJd,  as  a  man  who  had  no  friend. 

Johnson.  "  There  were  more  materials  to  make  friendlhip  in  Garrick,  had 

he  not  been  fo  diffufed."     Boswell.  "  Garrick  was  pure  gold,  but  beat  out 

to  thin  leaf.     Lord  Chefterfield  was  tinfel."     Johnson.  "  Garrick  was  a  very 

good  man,  the  cheerfulleft  man  of  his  age  i  a  decent  liver  in  a  profeffion 

which  is  fnppofed  to  give  indulgence  to  licentioufhefs  j  and  a  man  who  gave 

away,  freely,  money  acquired  by  himfelf.     He  began  the  world  with  3  great 

Vox-.  II.  P  p  hunger 
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1779-     hunger  for  money ;  the  fon  of  a  half-pay  officer,  bred  in  a  family  whofe  ftudy 
JEtxCno.  was  to  ma^c  four-pence  do  as  much  as  others  made  four-pence  halfpenny 

9  ^^ 

do.  But,  when  he  had  got  money,  he  was  very  liberal."— I  prefumed  to 
animadvert  on  his  eulogy  on  Garrick,  in  his  cc  Lives  of  the  Poets.'*  «c  You 
fay,  Sir,  his  death  eclipfed  the  gaiety  of  nations."  Johnson.  c<  I  could  not 
have  faid  more  nor  lefs.  It  is  the  truth ;  eclipfed,  not  extinguifhed ->  and  his 
death  did  eclipfej  it  was  like  a  ftorm."  Boswell.  "  But  why  nations  ?  Did 
his  gaiety  extend  farther  than  his  own  nation?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir* 
fome  exaggeration  muft  be  allowed.  Befides,  nations  may  be  faid  if  we  allow 
the  Scotch  to  be  a  nation,  and  to  have  gaiety,  which  they  have  not.  Tou 
are  an  exception  though.  Come,,  gentlemen,  let  us  candidly  admit  that  there 
is  one  Scotchman  who  is  cheerful."  Beauclerk.  <c  But  he  is  a  very  unna- 
tural Scotchman."  I,  however,  continued  to  think  the  compliment  to 
Garrick  hyperbolically  untrue.  His  afting  had  ceafed  fome  time  before  his 
death;  at  any  rate  he  had  afted  in  Ireland  but  a  fhort  time,  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life,  and  never  in  Scodand*  I  objedted  alfo  to  what  appears 
an  anticlymax  of  praife,  when  contrafted  with  the  preceding  panegyrick — 
u  and  diminifhed  the  publick  ftock  of  harmlefs  pleafure !" — "  Is  not  harmlefs. 
pleafure  very  tame?"  Johnson.  cc  Nay,  Sir,  harmlefs  pleafure  is  the  higheft 
praife.  Pleafure  is  a  word  of  dubious  import  j  pleafure  is  in  general  dan- 
gerous, and  pernicious  to  virtue ;  to  be  able  therefore  to  furnifti  pleafure  that 
is  harmlefs,  pleafure  pure  and  unalloyed,  is  as  great  a  power  as  man  can* 
poffels."  This  was,  perhaps,  as  ingenious  a  defence  as  could  be  made ;  ftill, 
however,  I  was  not  fatisfied. 

A  celebrated  wit  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  w  One  may  fay  of  him  as  was 
faid  of  a  French  wit,  II  ria  de  refprit  que  contre  Dieu.  I  have  been  feveral 
times  in  company  with  him,  but  never  perceived  any  ftrong  power  of  wit. 
He  produces  a  general  effeft  by  various  means ;  he  has  a  chearful  countenance 
and  a  gay  voice ;  befides  his  trade  is  wit.  It  would  be  as  wild  in  him  to 
come  into  company  without  merriment,  as  for  a  highwayman,  to  take  the 
road  without  his  piftols." 

Talking  of  the  effefts  of  drinking,  he  faid,  "  Drinking  may  be  pradlifed 

with  great  prudence  j  a  man  who  expofes  himfelf  when  he  is  intoxicated,  has 

«ot  the  art  of  getting  drunk  j  a  fober  man  who  happens  occafionally  to  get 

drunk,  readily  enough  goes  into  a  new  company,  which  a  man  who  has  been 

drinking  fhould  never  do.     Such  a  man  will  undertake  any  thing;  he  is 

without  fkill  in  inebriation.     I  ufed  to  flink  home  when  I  had  drunk  too 

much.    A  man  accuftomed  to  felf-examination  will  be  confcious  when  he  rs 

drunk, 
2 
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drunk,  though  an  habitual  drunkard  will  not  be  confcious  of  it.     I  knew  a      1779* 
phyfician  who  for  twenty  years  was  not  fober ;  yet  In  a  pamphlet,  which  he  ^^    ^ 
wrote  upon  fevers,  he  appealed  to  Garrick  and  me  for  his  vindication  from 
a  charge  of  drunkennefs.  A  bookfeller  (naming  him)  who  got  a  large  fortune 
by  trade,  was  fo  habitually  and  equably  drunk,  that  his  mod  intimate  friends 
never  perceived  that  he  was  more  fober  at  one  time  than  another." 

Talking  of  celebrated  and  fuccefsful  irregular  pra&ifers  in  phyfick;  he 
laid,  t€  Taylor  was  the  moft  ignorant  man  I  ever  knew ;  but  fprightly. 
Ward  the  duUeft.  Taylor  challenged  me  once  to  -talk  ,Latin  with  him ; 
(laughing).  I  quoted  fome  of  Horace,  which  he  took  to  be  a  part  of  my  ' 

own  fpeech.  He  faid  a  few  words  well  enough."  Beauclerk.  cc  I  re- 
member, Sir,  you  faid  that  Taylor  was  an  inftance  how  far  impudence  could 
carry  ignorance."  Mr.  Beauclerk  was  very  entertaining  this  day,  and  told 
us  a  number  of  fhort  ftories  in  a  lively  elegant  manner,  and  with  that  air  of 
the  world  which  has  I  know  not  what  impreflive  effedt,  as  if  there  were 
fomething  more  than  is  expreffed,  or  than  perhaps  we  could  perfeftly  under- 
stand. As  Johnfon  and  I  accompanied  Si*  Jofhua  Reynolds  in  his  coach, 
Johnfon  faid,  "  There  is  in  Beauclerk  a  predominance  over  his  company, 
that  one  does  not  like.'  But  he  is  a  man  who  has  lived  fo  much  in  the  world, 
that  he  has  a  fhort  ftory  on  every  occafion;  he  is  always  ready  to  talk  and  is 
never  exhaufted." 

Johnfon  and  I  pafled  the  evening  at  Mifs  Reynolds's,  Sir  Jofhua's  lifter. 
I  mentioned  that  an  eminent  friend  of  our's  talking  of  the  common  remark,  that 
aficdion  dcfcends,  faid  that <c  this  was  wifely  contrived  for  the  prefervation  of 
mankind ;  for  which  it  was  not  fo  neceflary  that  there  fhould  be  affe&ion 
from  children  to  parents,  as  from  parents  to  children ;  nay  there  would  be  no 
harm  in  that  view  though  children  fhould  at  a  certain  age  eat  their  parents." 
Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  if  this  were  knoMrn  generally  to  be  the  cafe,  parents 
would  not  have  affe&ion  for  children."  Boswell.  cc  True,  Sir  j  for  it  is  in 
expectation  of  a  return  that  parents  are  fo  attentive  to  their  children ;  and  I 
know  a  very  pretty  inftance  of  a  litde  girl  of  whom  her  father  was  very  fond, 
who  once  when  he  was  in  a  melancholy  fit,  and  had  gone  to  bed,  perfuaded 
him  to  rife  in  good-humour,  by  faying, c  My  dear  papa,  pleafe  to  get  up,  and 
let  me  help  you  on  with  your  clothes,  that  I  may  *  learn  to  do  it  when  you  are 
an  old  man." 

Soon  after  this  time  a  little  incident  occurred,  which  I  will  not  fupprefs,.be- 
caufe  I  am  defirous  that  my  work  fhould  be,  as  much  as  is  confiftent  with  the 
ftri&eft  truth,  an  antidote  to  the  falfe  and  injurious  notions  of  his  charafter, 

P  p  2  which 
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1779-     which  have  been  given  by  others,  and  therefore  I  infufe  every  drop  of  genuine 
MuiiOf  fweetnefs  into  my  biographical,  cup. 

ft  Dr.  Johnson. 

"   Mr   DEAR    StR, 

cc  I  a  m  in  great  pain  with  an  inflamed  foot,  and  obliged  to  keep  ray. 
bed,  fo  am  prevented  from  having  the  pleafure  to  dine  at  Mr.  Ramfay'sv 
to-day,  which  is  very  hard;  and  my  Ipirits  are  fadly  funk.  Will  you  be  fo. 
friendly  as  to  come  and  fit  an  hour  with  me  in  the  evening,     I  am  ever.. 

<c  Your  moft  faithful, 

u  And  afFe&ionate  humble  fervant, . 

"  South  Audlfey-ftrcct,  Ja.MBS  BOSWELU^ 

Monday,  April  26. 

To  Mr.  Boswell. 

"Mr.  Johnson  laments  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Bofwell,  and  will : 
come  to  him." 


'<  Harley-ftreet. 


»»• 


He  came  to  me  in  the  evening,  and  brought  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds.     I  heed1 
fcarcely  fay,  that  their  converfation,  while  they  fate  by  my  bedfide,  was  the 
moft  pleafing  opiate  to  pain  that  could  have  been  adminiftered. 

Johnfon  being. now  better  difpofed  to.  obtain  information. concerning  Pope- 
than  he  was  laft  year  V.fent  by  me  to  my.  Lord  Marcbmont,  a  prefent  of  thofe: 
volumes  of  his  "-Lives  of  the  Poets,"  which  were  at  this  time  publifhed  * 
with  a  requeft  to  have  permiflion  to  wait  on  him,  and  his  Lordlhip,  who  had 
called"  on  him  twice, „  obligingly  appointed  Saturday,  the  firfl:  of  May,  for. 
receiving  us. 

On  that  morning  Johnfon  came  to  me  from  Streatham,  and  after  drinking 
chocolate,  at  General  Paoli's,  in  South-Audley-ftreet,  we  proceeded  to  Lord 
Marchmont's,  in :  Curzon-ftreefc.  His  Lordfhip  met  us  at  the  door  of  his 
library,  and  with  great  politenefs  faid  to  Johnfon,  «  1  am  not  going  to  make  an 
encomium  upon  my/elf,  by.  telling  you  the-,  high  refpedtl  have  for  you,  Sir."' 
Johnfon  was  exceedingly  courteous,  and  the  interview,  which  lafted  about- 
two  hours,   during  which   the  Earl  communicated  his  anecdotes  of  Pope 

9  &c  p,  260  of  this  Volume. . 

was 
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wa9  as.  agreeable  as  I  could  have  wifhed.    When  we  came  out,  I  faid  to      *779» 
Johnfon,.that  confidering  his  Loidfhip's  civility,  I  fhould  have  been  vexed  if  j^^ 
he  had  again  failed  to  come.     "  Sir  (faid  he)- 1   would  rather  have  given 
twenty  pounds  than  not  have  come."     L  accompanied  him-  to  Streatham, 
where  we  dined,  and  returned  to  town  in  the  evening. 

On  Monday,  May  3,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Dilly's ;  I  prefled  him  this 
day  for  his  opinion  on  the  paflage  in  Parnell,  concerning  which  I  had  in  vain 
queftioned  him  in  feveralktters,  and  at  length  obtained  it  in  due  form  of  law, 

Case  for  Dr.  Johnson's  Opinion;  3d  of  May,  1779* 

cc  PARNELL,  in  his  'Hermit,'  has  the  following  paflage: 

€  To  clear  this  doubt, .  to  know  the  world  by  fight, , 
€-  To  find  if  books  axA  fwains  report  it  right : 
'*  (For  yet  by  /wains  alone  the  world  he  knew, . 
€  Whofe  feet  came  wandering  o*er  the  nighdy  dew)/ 

Is  there  not  a  contradiction  in  its  being  firft  fuppofed  that  the  Hermit  knew 
both  what  books  and  fwains  reported  of  the  world  $  yet  afterwards  laid,'  that . 
he  knew  it  by  fwains  alone  ?" 

"  I  think' it  an  inaccuracy. — He  mentions  two  injlru&ors  in  the  Jlrfi. 
lihe,  and  fays  be  had  only  one  in  the  next" 

This  evening  I  fet  out  for  Scotland. 

"To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield* 

"  Dear  Madam> 

"  Mr.  Green  has  informed  me  that  you  are  much  better;  I  hope 
I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  cannot  boafi:  of  being  much  better; . 
my  old  no&urnal  complaint  ftill  purfues  me,  and  my  relpiration  is  difficult, . 
though  much  eafier  than  when  I  left  you  the  fummer  before  laft.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thrale  are  well;  Mifs  has  been  a  litde  indifpofed ;  but  fhe  is  got  wellr 
again.  They  have  fince  the  lofs  of  their  boy.  had  two  daughters ;  but  they 
feem  likely  to  want  a  fan. 

<c  I  hope  you  had  fome  books  which  I  fent  you.     I  was  forry  for  poor 
Mr$.  Adey's,  death,   and  am   afraid  you  will    be  fometimes  folitary;-  but. 

endeavour- 
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1779.     endeavour,  whether  alone  or  in  company,  to  keep  yourfelf  cheerful^  My 
jltoJfT^  friepds  likewift  die  very  faft  *  but  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  man.    I  am,  dear  love, 

u  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  May 4*  *779«  Sam.  Johnson." 

He  had,  before  I  left  London,  refumed  the  converfation  concerning  the 
appearance  of  a  ghoft  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  which  Mr.  John  Wefley 
believed*  byt  to.  which  Johnfon  did  not  give  credit.  I  was,  however, 
defirous  to  examine  the  queftion  clofeiy,  and  at  the  fame  time  wifhed  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Wefley;  for  though  I  differed  from  him  in 
fome  points,  I  admired  his  various  talents,  and  loved  his  pious  zeal.  At  my 
requeft,  therefore,  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Wesley. 

«  Sir, 

Mr.  Boswell,  a  gendeman  who  has  been  long  known  to  me, 
is  defirous  of  being  known  to  you,  and  has  afked  this  recommendation, 
which  I  give  him  with  great  willingnefs,  becaufe  I  think  it  very  much  to  be 
wifhed  that  worthy  and  religious  men  fhould  be  acquainted  with  each 
other.     I  am.  Sic, 

«  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  May  3,  1779.  -  Sam.  Johnson/* 


Mr.  Wefley  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry  at  Edinburgh, .  I  prefented 
this  letter  to  him,  and  was  very  politely  received.  I  begged  to  have  it 
returned  to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done.  His  ftate  of  the  evidence  as  to 
the  ghoft,  did  not  fatisfy  me. 

I  did  not  write  to  Jolinfon,  as  ufual,  upon  my  return  to  my  family ;  but 
tried  how  he  would  be  affedted  by  my  filence.  Mr.  Dilly  fent  me  a  copy  of  a 
note  which  he  received  from  him  on  the  1 3th  of  July,  in  thefe  woids : 

To  Mr.  Dilly. 
"  Sir, 

«  SINCE  Mr.  BofwelTs  departure  I  have  never  heard  from  him; 
pleafe  to  fend  word  what  you  know  of  him,  and  whether  you  have  fent  my 
books  to  his  lady.    I  am,  &c. 

w  Sam.  Johnson/* 
My  reader  will  not  doubt  that  his  folicitude  about  me  was  very  flattering. 

U 
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Tq  James  Bos  well,  Efy. 
*  Dear  Sir,. 

"WHAT  can  poflibly  have  happened,  that  keeps  us  two  fuch  Grangers 
to  each  other  ?  I  expefted  to  have  heard  from  you  when  you  came  home  5 
I  expefted  afterwards.  I  went  into  the  country,  and  returned ;  and  yet  there 
is  no  letter  from  Mr.  Bofwell.  No  ill  I  hope  has  happened ;  and  if  ill 
fliould  happen  why  fhould  it  be  concealed  from  him  who  loves  you  ?  Is  it 
a  fit  of  humour,  that  has  difpofed  you  to  try  who  can  hold  out  longeft  without 
writing?  if  it  be,  you  have  the  viftory.  But  I  am  afraid  of  fomething  bad* 
fct  me  free  from  my  fufpicions. 

«  My  thoughts  are  at  prefent  employed  in  guefling  the  reafon  of  your 
filence :  you  muft  not  exped  that  I  fliould  tell  you  any  thing,  if  I  had  any 
thing  to  tell.  Write,  pray  write  to  me,  .and  let  me  know  what  is,  or  what 
has  been  the  caufe  of  this  long  interruption,     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

u  Your  moft  affe&ionate  humble  fervant,. 

"  JuJy  *3>  '779*  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Dr+  Samuel  Johnson. 

<c  Mv   DEAR   Si Ry  Edinburgh,  July  17,  1779. 

!c  WHAT  may  be  juftly  denominated  a  fupine  indolence  of  mind 
has  been  my  ftate  of  exiftence  fince  I  laft  returned  to  Scotland.  In  a  livelier 
ftate  I  had  often  fuffered  feverely  from  long  intervals  of  filence  on  your  part ; 
and  I  had  even  been  chid  by  you  for  exprefling  my  uneafinefs.  I  was  willing 
to  take  advantage  of  my  infenfibility,  and  while  I  could  bear  the  experiment, 
to  try  whether  your  affe&ion  for  me,  would,  after  an  unufual  filence  on  my 
part,  make  you  write  firfL  This  afternoon  I  have  had  very  high  fatisfa&ion 
by  receiving  your  kind  letter  of  inquiry,  for  which  I  moft  gratefully  thank 
you.  I  am  doubtful  if  it  was  right  to  make  the  experiment;  though  I  have 
gained  by  it.  I  was  beginning  to  grow  tender,  and  to  upbraid  myfelf, 
efpecially  after  having  dreamt  two  nights  ago  that  I  was  with  you.  I  and  my 
wife,  and  my  four  children,  are  all  well.  I  would  not  delay  one  poft  to  anfwer 
your  letter;  but  as  it  is  late,  I  have  not  time  to  do  more.  You  ftiall  fooa. 
hear  from  me,  upon  many  and  various  particulars;  and.  I  ftiall  never  again 
put  you  to  any  teft.     I  ever  am,  with  veneration,,  my  dear  Sir, 

€€  Your  much  obliged 

u  And  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswecl." 

On. 
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On  the  a  ad  of  July,  I  wrote  to  him  again ;  and  gave  him  an  account  of 
my  laft  interview  with  tiny  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Edward  D illy,  at  his  brother's 
houfe  at  Southill,  in  Bedfordfhire,  where  he  died  foon  after  I  parted  from 
him,  leaving  me  a  very  -kind  remembrance  of  his  regard. 

I  informed  him  that  Lord  Hailes,  who  had  promifed  to  furnifti  him  with 
feme  anecdotes  for  his  "Lives  of  the  Poets/'  had  fent  me  three  inftances 
of  Prior's  borrowing  from  Gomkauld,  in  "  Recueil  des  Poetes?"  tome  3. 
Epigram  cc  To  John  I  owed,  €  great  obligation,"  p.  25.  ■"  To  the  Duke  of 
Noailles,"  p.  32.     <c  Sauntering  Jack  and  idle  Joan,"  p.  35. 

My  letter  was  a  pretty  long  one,  and  contained  a  variety  of  particulars;  but 
he,  it  would  feem  had  not  attended  to  it  j  for  his  next  to  me  was  as  follows.: 

8*0  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

cc  My  dear  Sir, 

"  A  RE. you.  playing  the  fame  trick  again,  and  trying  who  can  keep 
filence  longeft  ?  Remember  that  all  tricks  are  either  knavifh  or  childifh ; 
and  that  it  is  as  foolifh  to  make  experiments  upon  the  conftancy  of  a  friend, 
.as  upon  the  chaftity  of  a  wife. 

"  What  can  be  the  caufe  of  diis  fecondfit  of  filence,  I  cannot  conjcdhire* 
but  after  one  trick,  I  wiil  not  be  cheated  by  another,  nor  will  harrafs  my 
thoughts  with  conjedtures  about  the  motives  of  a  man  who,  probably,  adts 
only  by  caprice.  I  therefore  fuppofe  you  are  well,  and  that  Mrs.  Bofwell  is 
well  too ;  and  that  the  fine  fummer  has  reftored  Lord  Auchinleck.  I  am 
much  better  than  you  left  mej  I  think  I  am  better  than  when  I  was  in 
Scotland. 

"  I  forgot  whether  I  informed  you  that  poor  Thrale  has  been  in  great 
danger.  Mrs.  Thrale  likewife  has  mifcarried,  and  been  much  indilpofed. 
Every  body  elfe  is  well*  Langton  is  in  camp.  I  intend  to  put  Lord  Hailes's 
defcription  of  Dryden4  into  another  edition,  and  as  I  know  his  accuracy,  wilh 
he  would  confider  "the  dates,  which  I  could  not  always  fettle  to  my  own 
mind. 

"  Mr.  Thrale  goes  to  Brighthelmfton,  about  Michaelmas,  to  be  jolly  and 
ride  a  hunting.  I  fhall  gox  to  town,  or  perhaps  to  Oxford.  Exercife  and 
gaiety,  or  rather  careleflhefs,  will,  I  hope,  diffipate  all  remains  of  his  malady; 

4  Which  I  communicated  to  him  from  his  Lordfhip,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  publilhed.  I  have 
a  copy  of  it. 

aad 
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nnd  I  like  wife  hope  by  the  change  of  place,  to  find  Come  opportunities  of     »779- 
growing  yet  better  myfelf.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  Mm^al 

«*  Your  humble  fervant, 

"  Streatham,  Sept.  g>  1779.  S  AM.  JOHNSON." 

My  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  being  told  every  flight  cfrcumftance 
of  the  mariner  in  which  Dr.  Johnfon  contrived  to  amufe  his  folitary  hours, 
He  fometimes  employed  himfelf  in  chymiftry,  fometimes  in  watering  and 
pruning  a  vine,  and  fometimes  in  fmall  experiments,  at  which  thofe  who 
may  fmile,  (hould  recolleft  that  there  are  moments  which  admit  of  being 
foothed  only  by  trifles  5. 

On  the  20th  of  September  I  defended  myfelf  againft  his  fulpicion  of  me, 
which  I  did  not  defefve  j  and  I  added,  "  Pray  let  us  write  frequently.  A 
whim  ftrikes  me,  that  we  fhould  each  fend  off  a  fheet  once  a  week,  like  a 
ftage-coach,  whether  it  be  full  or  not ;  nay,  though  ft  fhould  be  empty.  The 
very  fight  of  your  hand-writing  would  comfort  me ;  and  were  a  fheet  to  be 
thus  fent  regularly,  we  fhould  much  oftener  convey  fomething,  were  it  only 
a  few  kind' words/' 

My  friend  Colonel  James  Stuart,  fecond  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  had 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  as  a  good  officer  of  the  Bedfordfhire  militia,  had  taken 
a  publick-fpirited  refolution  to  ferve  his  country  in  its  difficulties,  by  raifing 
a  regular  regiment,  and  taking  the  command  of  it  himfelf.  This,  in  the  heir 
of  the  immenfe  property  of  Wortley,  was  highly  honourable.  Having  i>een 
in  Scotland  recruiting,  he  obligingly  afked  me  to  accompany  him  ta  Leeds, 
then  the  head-quarters  of  his  corps  $  from  thence  to  London  for  a  fhort  time, 
and  afterwards  to  other  places  to  which  the  regiment  might  be  ordered. 
Such  an  offer,  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  I  had  full  leifiire,  was  very 
pleating  *  especially  as  I  was  to  accompany  a  man  of  fterling  good  fenfe, 
information,  difcernment,  ami  conviviality ;  and  was  to  have  a  fecond  crop,  in 
one  year,  of  London  and  Johnfon.    Of  this  I  informed  my  illuftrious  friend, 

9  In  one  of  his  jnaonfeript  Diaries,  there  is  the  following  entry,  which  marks  his  curious 
minute  attention ;  "Aug.  7,  1779.  Partem  brachii  dextri  carpo  froximam  et  cutem  pectoris  circa 
maxillam  dextram  rafi%  tu  notum  font  quanta  temporu  pili  renovartHtur." 

Another  of  the  fame  kind  appears,  ««  July  z6, 1768.  I  fhaved  my  nail  by  accident  in  whetting 
the  knife,  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  bottom,  and  about  a  fourth  from  the  top.  This 
I  neafure  that  I  may  know  the  growth  of  nails ;  the  whole  is  about  &vt  eighths  of  an  inch." 

And,  ««  Aug,  1  j,  1783*  I  cut  from  the  vine  41  leaves,  which  weighed  fire  02.  and  a  half,  and 
eight  fcruples :— J  lay  them  upon  my  book-cafe  to  fee  what  weight  they  will  lofe  by  drying." 

Vol.  II,  Q^q  in 
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»779*     in  chara&eriftical  warm  terms,    in  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of  September, 
from  Leeds.  ' 

On  Monday,  O&ober  4,  I  called  at  his  houfe  before  he  was  up.     He  fent 
for  me  to  his  bedfide,  and  exprefled  his  fatisfa&ion  at  this  incidental  meeting, 
with  as  much  vivacity  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  gaiety  of  youth.     He  called  - 
brifkly,  "  Frank,  go  and  get  coffee,  and  let  us  breakfaft  in  fplendour." 

During  this  vifit  to  London  I  had  feveral  interviews  with  him,  which  it  is 
unneceffary  to  diftinguifli  particularly.  I  confulted  him  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  guardians  to  my  children,  in  cafe  of  my  death.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
do  not  appoint  a  number  of  guardians.  When  they  are  many,  they  truft 
one  to  another,  and  the  bufinefs  is  neglefted.  I  would  advife  you  to  choofe 
only  one  j  let  him  be  a  man  of  refpe&able  charafter,  who,  for  his  own  credit, 
will  do  what  is  right ;  let  him  be  a  rich  man,  fo  that  he  may  be  under  no 
temptation  to  take  advantage ;  and  let  him  be  a  man  of  bufinefs,  who  is  ufed 
to  conduit  affairs  with  ability  and  expertnefs,  to  whom,  therefore,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  truft  will  not  be  burthenfbme.,, 

On  Sunday,  Oftober  10,  we  dined  together  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  The  con- 
verfation  having  turned  on  the  prevailing  praftice  of  going  to  the  Eaft-Indies 
in  queft  of  wealth; — Johnson.  "A  man  had  better  have  ten  thoufand 
pounds  at  the  end  of  ten  years  patted  in  England,  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  paffed  in  India,  becaufe  you  muft  compute  what  you 
give  for  money ;  and  a  man  who  has  lived  ten  years  in  India*  has  given  tip 
ten  years  of  focial  comfort  and  all  thole  advantages  which  arife  from  living  in 
England.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Brown,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Capability 
Brawny  told  me,  that  he  was  once  at  the  feat  of  Lord  Clive,  who  had 
returned  from  India  with  great  wealth ;  and  that  he  (hewed  him  at  the  door 
of  his  bed-chamber  a  large  cheft,  which  he  faid  he  had  once  had  foil  of  gold  % 
upon  which  Brown  obferved,  *  I  am  glad  you  can  bear  it  fo  near  your  bed- 
chamber/' 

We  talked  of  the  ftate  of  the  poor  in  London.— Johnson.  c<  Saunders  Welch, 
the  Juftice,  who  was  once  High-Conftable  of  Holborn,  and  had  the  beft 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  ftate  of  the  poor,  told  me,  that  I  under-rated 
the  number,  when  I  computed  that  twenty  a  week,  that  is,  above  a  thoufand 
a  year,  died  of  hunger  j  not  abfolutely  of  immediate  hunger,  but  of  the 
wafting  and  other  difeafes  which  are  the  confequences  of  hunger.  This  hap- 
pens only  in  fo  large  a  place  as  London,  where  people  are  not  known. 
What  we  are  told  about  the  great  fums  got  by  begging  is  not  true :  the 
trade  is  overftocked.     And,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  there  are  many  who  ( 

cannot 
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'  cannot  get  work.     A  particular  kind  of  manufa&ure  fails.     Thofe  who  have 

been  ufed  to  work  at  it  can,  for  fome  time,  work  at  nothing  elfc.  You 
meet  a  man  begging ;  you  charge  him  with  idlenefs :  he  fays,  <  I  am  willing 
to  labour.  Will  you  give  me  work  ?'— « I  cannot.' — '  Why  then  you  have 
no  right  to  charge  me  with  idlenefs." 

We  left  Mr.  Strahan's  at  feven,  as  Johnfon  had  faid  he  intended  to  go  to 
evening  prayers.  As  we  walked  along,  he  complained  of  a  little  gout  in  his 
toe,  and  faid,  "  I  (han't  go  to  prayers  to-night ;  1  (hall  go  to-morrow.  When- 
ever I  mils  church  on  a  Sunday,  I  refolve  to  go  another  day.  But  I  do  not 
always  do  it."  This  was  a  fair  exhibition  of  that  vibration  between  pious 
refoluQons  and  indolence,  which  many  of  us  have  too  often  experienced. 

I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  had  a  long  quiet  conversion. 

I  read  him  a  letter  from  Dn  -  Hugh  Blair,  concerning  Pope,  (in 
writing  whofe  life  he  was  now  employed,)  which  I  (hall  infert  as  a  literary 
curiolky 6. 

To  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"IN  the  year  1763,  being  at  London,  I  was  carried  by  Dr.  John 
Blair,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  ta  dine  at  old  Lord  Badiurft's  j  where  we 
found  the  late  Mr.  Mallet,  Sir  James  Porter,  who  had  been  Ambafladour  at 
Conftantinople,  the  late  Dr.  Macaulay,  and  two  or  three  more.  The  con- 
verfation  turning  on  Mr.  Pope,  Lord  Bathurft  told  us,  that  c  The  Effay  on 
Man '  was  originally  compofcd  by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  prole,  and  that  Mr. 
Pope  did  no  more  than  put  it  into  verfe :  that  he  had  read  Lord  Bolingbroke's 
manufcript  in  his  own  hand- writing ;  and  remembered  well,  that'  he  was  at 
a  lo(s  whether  molt  to  admire  the  elegance  of  Lord  Bolingbroke's  profe,  or 
the  beauty  of  Mr.  Pope's  verfe.  When  Lord  Bathurft  told  this,  Mr. 
Mallet  bade  me  attend,  and  remember  this  remarkable  piece  of  informa- 
tion ;  as,  by  the  courfe  of  Nature,  I  might  furvive  his  Lordfhip,  and  be  a 

•  The  Reverend  Dr.  Law,  BHhop  of  CarKfle,  in  the  Preface  to  his  valuable  edition  of  Arch- 
bifhop  King's  "  Eflay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil,"  mentions  that  the  principles  maintained  in  it  had 
been  adopted  by  Pope  in  his  "  Eflay  on  Man ;"  and  adds,  "  The  fad,  notwithstanding  fuch 
denial,  (Bifhop  Warburton's,)  might  have  been  ftri&ly  verified  by  an  unexceptionable  teftimony, 
viz.  that  of  the  late  Lord  Bathurft,  who  faw  the  very  fame  fyftem  of  the  r  •  SiAtm*  (taken 
from  the  Archbiihop)  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's  own  hand,  lying  before  Mr.  Pope,  while  he  was 
compofing  his  ElTay."  This  is  refpeclable  evidence;  but  that  of  Dr.  Blair  is  more  dired  from 
the  fountain-bead,  aa  well  as  more  full* 

Qj\  *  witnefs 
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»779-  witnefs  of  his  having  faid  fo.  The  converfation  was  indeed  too  remarkable 
jBtau  70.  t0  ^e  forgotten.  A  few  days  'after,  meeting  with  you,  who  were  then  alfo  at 
London,  you  will  remember  that  I  mentioned  to  you  what  had  paffed  on 
this  fubjeft,  as  I  was  much  ftruck  with  this  anecdote.  But  what  afcertains 
my  recollection  of  it  beyond  doubt,  is,  that  being  accuftomed  to  keep  a 
journal  of  what  paffed  when  I  was  at  London,  which  I  wrote  out  every 
evening,  I  find  the  particulars  of  the  above  information,  juft  as  I  have  now 
given  them,  diftin&ly  marked ;  and  am  thence  enabled  to  fix  this  converfa- 
tion to  have  paffed  on  Friday,  the  2  2d  of  April,  1763. 

"  I  remember  alfo  diftin&ly,  (though  I  have  not  for  this  the  authority 
of  my  journal,)  that  the  converfation  going  on  concerning  Mr.  Pope,  I  took 
notice  of  a  report  which  had  been  fometimes  propagated  that  he  did  not 
underftand  Greek.  Lord  Bathurft  faid  to  me,  that  he  knew  that  to  be  falfe ; 
for  that  part  of  the  Iliad  was  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope  in  his  houfe  in  the 
country  *  and  that  in  the  mornings,  when  they  afiembled  at  breakfaft,  Mr. 
Pope  ufed  frequently  to  repeat,  with  great  rapture,  the  Greek  lines  which 
he  had  been  tranflating,  and  then  to  give  them  his  verfion  of  them,  and  to 
compare  them  together. 

"  If  thefe  circumftances  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  you  have 
my  full  liberty  to  give  them  to  him.  I  beg  you  will,  at  the  fame  time, 
prefent  to  him  my  moft  refpe&ful  compliments,  with  beft  wifhes  for  his 
fuccefs  and  fame  in  all  his  literary  undertakings.  I  am,  with  great  refpett, 
my  deareft  Sir, 

c<  Your  moft  affeftionate 

€€  And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

«<  Broughton-Park,  '  H  U  G  H   B  L  A I R." 

Sept.  21,  1779. 

Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  is  too  ftrongly  ftated.  Pope  may 
have  had  from  Bolingbroke  the  philofophick  ftamina  of  his  Eflay:  and 
admitting  this  to  be  true,  Lord  Bathurft  did  not  intentionally  fallify.  But 
the  thing  is  not  true  in  the  latitude  that  Blair  feems  to  imagine  5  we  are 
fore  that  the  poetical  imagery,  which  -makes  a  great  part  of  the  poem,  was 
Pope's  own.  It  is  amazing,  Sir,  what  deviations  there  are  from  precife 
thith,  in  the  account  which  is  given  of  aimoft  every  thing,  I  told  Mrs. 
Thrale,  c  You  have  fo  little  anxiety  about  truth,  that  you  never  tax  your 
memory  with  the  exaft  thing/  Now  what  is  the  ufe  of  the  memory  to  truth, 
~  if 
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j  if  one  is  carelefs  of  exa&nefs?     Lord  Hailes's  'Annals  of  Scotland*  are      ,779- 

very  exa£t  j  but  they  contain  mere  dry  particulars.  They  are  to  be  confidered  ^ut"t  ^t 
as  a  Di&ionary.  You  know  fuch  things  are  there  *  and  may  be  looked  at 
when  you  pleafe.  Robertfon  paints ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  you  are  fure  he 
does  /iot  know  the  people  whom  he  paints :  fo  you  cannot  fuppofe  a  likenefs. 
Chara&ers  fhould  never  be  given  by  an  hiftorian  unlefs  he  knew  the  people 
whom  he  defcribes,  or  copies  from  thofe  who  knew  them." 

Boswell.  "  Why,  Sir,  do  people  play  this  trick  which  I  obferve  now, 
when  I  look  at  your  grate,  putting  the  Ihovel  againft  it  to  make  the  fire 
burn  ?"  Johnson.  "  They  play  the  trick,  but  it  does  not  make  the  fire 
burn.  There  is  a  better  (fetting  the  poker  perpendicularly  up  at  right  angles 
with  the  grate).  In  days  of  fuperflition  they  thought,  as  it  made  a  crofs  with 
the  bars,  it  would  drive  away  the  witch." 

Boswell.  "  By  aflbciating  with  you,  Sir,  I  am  always  getting  an  acceflion 
of  wifdom.  But  perhaps  a  man,  after  knowing  his  own  chara&er— the.  limited 
ftrength  of  his  own  mind,  fhould  not  be  defirous  of  having  too  much  wifdom, 
confidering,  quid  valeant  humeri^  how  litde  he  can  carry."  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
be  as  wife  as  you  can;  let  a  man  be  aliis  l&tusy  Jafiensftbi: 

c  Though  pleas'd  to  fee  the  dolphins  play, 
€  I  mind  my  compafs  and  my  way.' 

You  may  be  wife  in  your  ftudy  in  the  morning,  and  gay  in  company  at  a 
tavern  in  the  evening.  Every  man  is  to  take  care  of  his  own  wifilom  and  his 
own  virtue,  without  minding  too  much  what  others  think." 

He  faid,  cf  Dodfley  firft  mentioned  to  me  the  fcheme  of  an  Englifh 
Diftionary;  but  I  had  long  thought  of  it.'*  Boswell.  "  You  did  not  know 
what  you  was  undertaking."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  very  well  what 
1  was  undertaking— and  very  well  how  to  do  it — and  have  done  it  very  well." 
"Boswell.  "  An  excellent  climax !  and  it  bos  availed  you.  In  your  Preface 
you  fay,  c  What  would  it  avail  me  in  this  gloom  of  folitude  ?'  You  have 
been  agreeably  miftaken." 

In  his  Life  of  Milton  he  obferves,  cc  I  cannot  but  remark  a  kind  of  relpeft, 
perhaps  unconfcioufly,  paid  to  this  great  man  by  his  biographers :  every  houie 
in  which  he  refided  is  hiftorically  mentioned,  as  if  it  were  an  injury  to  negleft 
naming  any  place  that  he  honoured  by  his  prefence."  I  had,  before  I  read 
this  obfervation,  been  defirous  of  (hewing  that  relpeft  to  Johnfon,  by  various 
inquiries.-  Finding  him  this  evening  in  a  very  good  humour,  I  prevailed  00 

Vol.  II.  [Qjfl  7        him 
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1 779*      him  to  give  me  an  exadt  lift  of  his  places  of  refidence,  fince  he  entered  the 
jBtei  jQ[  metropolis  as  an  authour,  which  I  fubjoin  in  a  note  7. 

I  mentioned  to  him  a  difpute  between  a  friend  of  mine  and  his  lady,  con- 
cerning conjugal  infidelity,  which  my  friend  had  maintained  was  by  no  means. 
fa  bad  in  the  hufband,  as  in  the  wife.  ^Johnson.  "  Your,  friend  was  in  the 
right,  Sir..  Between  a  man  and  his  Maker  it  is  a  different  queftion ;  But 
between  a  man  and  his  wife,  a  hufband's  infidelity  is  nothing.  They  are 
connefted  by  children*  by  fortune,  by  ferious  confidefations  of  community.. 
Wife  married  women  don't  trouble  themfelves  about  infidelity  in  their  hus- 
bands." Boswell.  cf  To  be  fure  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the: 
offence  of  infidelity  in  a  man  and  that  of  his  wife."  Johnson*  u  The: 
difference  is  boundlefs.     The  man  impofes  no  baftards  upon  his  wife/* 

Here  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  Johnfon  was  entirely  in  the  right.  I  fup~ 
pofe  it  will  not  be  controverted  that  the  difference  in  the  degree  of  criminality 
is  very  great*  on  account  of  confequences :  but  ftill  k  may  be  maintained,  that,, 
independent  of  moral  obligation,  infidelity  is  by  no  means  a  light  offence  in  a 
hufband;  becaufe  it  mud  hurt  a  delicate  attachment*  in  which  a  mutual  con- 
ftanigy  is  implied,  with  fuch  refined  fentiments  as  Maffingsr  has  exhibited  in* 
his  play  of  <c  The  Pifture."  Johnfon  probably  at  another  time  would  have^ 
admitted  this  opinion*  And  let  it  be  kept  in  remembrance,,  that,  he  waa. 
very  careful  not  to  giye  any  encouragement  to.  irregular,  conduit..  A. 
gentleman,  not  adverting  to  the  diftinftioa  made  by  him  upon*  this  fub^ 
je&,  fuppofed  a  cafe  of  Angular  perverfeneis  ia  a  wife,,  and  heedlefsly, 
laid*  "  That  then  •  he  thought  ^  hufband  might  do.  as  he  pka&d  with.  <t 

*  x.  Exetejuftreet,  off  CathcHne-ftrcet,.  Strand*. 
i  i.  Greenwich. 

3*  Wootfftock-ilreet,  Bear  Hanover-fijnare*. 
4.1  Caftle-ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquare*. 
j.  Strand* 

6.  Bofwell-courtw 

7.  Strand,  again.. 

8.  Bbw-ftreeu 

9.  Hoiborn*. 
10.  Fetter-lane* 

ti*  Holbbrn,  'again* 

12,  Gbugh-fquare. 

1^.  Staple  Inn* 

14.  Gray's  Inn, 

1$.  Inner  Tempk»Iane.  No*  ». 

*6.  Jdhnfon's-coart,  No.  7* 

>7»  Bolt -court,  No*  8* 

fcfc 
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fafe  confcience."    Johnson.  u  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  wild  indeed  (fmiling) ;  you      1779- 
muft  confider  that  fornication  is  a  crime  in  a  fingle  man ;  and  you  cannot  jeuu.  70. 
have  more  liberty  by  being  married." 

He  this  evening  exprefled  himfelf  ftrongly  againft  the  Roman  Catholicks ; 
obferving,  "  In  every  thing  in  which  they  differ  from  us  they  are  wrong/* 
He  was  even  againft  the  invocation  of  Saints  s  in  fhort,  he  was  in  the  humour 
of  oppofition. 

Having  regretted  to  him  that  I  had  learnt  little  Greek,  as  is  too  generally 
the  cafe  in  Scotland,  that  I  had  for  a  long  time  hardly  applied  at  all  to  the 
ftudy  of  that  noble  language,  and  that  I  was  dkfirous  of  being  told  by  him 
what  method  to  follow  1  he  recommended  to  me  as  eafy  helps,  Sylvanus's 
«  Firft  Book  of  the  Iliad  }"  Dawfon's  "  Lexicon  to  the  Greek  New  Tefta- 
menti"  and  "  Hefiod,"  with  Pqforis  Lexicon  at  the  end  of  it. 

On  Tuefday,  Oftober  1 2,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Ramlay's,  with  Lord 
Newhaven,  and  lbme  other  company,  none  of  whom  I  recolledt,  but  a 
beautiful  Mifs  Graham,  a  relation  of  his  Lordfhip's,  who  afked  Dr.  Johnfon  to 
hob  or  nob  with  her.  He  was  flattered  by  fuch  pleafing  attention,  and  politely 
told  her,  he  never  drank  wine ;  but  if  fhe  would  drink  a  glafs  of  water,  he 
was  much  at  her  fervice.  She  accepted.  c< Oho,  Sir!  (faid  Lord  Newhaven) 
you  are  caught."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  I  do  not  fee  how  I  am  caught;  but  if  I 
am  caught  I  don't  want  to  get  free  again.  If  I  am  caught,  I  hope  to  be 
kept."  Then  when  the  two  glaffes  of  water  were  brought,  fmiling  placidly  to 
the  young  lady,  "  Madam,  let  us  reciprocate" 

Lord  Newhaven  and  Johnfon  carried  on  an  argument  for  (bme  time,  con- 
cerning the  Middlefex  ele&ion.  Johnfon  laid,  <c  Parliament  may  be  confidered 
as  bound  by  law,  as  a  man  is  bound  where  there  is  nobody  to  tie  the  knot. 
As  it  is  clear  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  expel,  and  expel  again  and 
again,  why  not  allow  of  the  power  to  incapacitate  for  that  parliament,  rather 
than  have  a  perpetual  conteft  kept  up  between  parliament  and  the  people." 
Lord  Newhaven  took  the  oppofite  fide,  but  refpeftfully  faid,  "  I  ipeak  with 
great  deference  to  you,  Dr.  Johnfon ;  I  (peak  to  be  inftrufted."  This  had 
its  full  effect  upon  my  friend.  He  bowed  his  head  almoft  as  low  as  the  table, 
to  a  complimenting  nobleman ;  and  called  but,  "  My  Lord,  my  Lord,  I  do 
not  defire  all  this  ceremony;  let  us  tell  our  minds  to  one  another  quietly." 
After  the  debate  was  over,  he  faid,  "  I  have  got  lights  on  the  fubjeft  to-day, 
which  I  had  not  before."  This  was  a  great  deal  from  him,  efpecially  as  he 
had  written  a  pamphlet  upon  it. 

He 
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He  obferved,  "The  Houfe  of  Commons  was  originally  not  a  privilege  of 
the  people,  but  a  csheck  for  the  Crown  on  the  Houfe.  of  Lords.  1  remember 
Henry  the  Eighth,  wanted  them  to  do  fomethingj  they  hefitated  in  the 
morning,  but  did  it  in  the  afternoon.  He  told  them,  c  It  is  well  you  did,  or 
half  your  heads  fliould  have  been  upon  Temple-bar.'  But  the  Houle  of 
Commons  is  ^now  no  longer  Under  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  therefore 
muft  be  bribed/'  He  added,  "  I  have  no  delight  in  talking  of  publick 
affairs." 

Of  his  fellow-collegian,  the  celebrated  Mr.  George  Whitefiek)*.  he  faid, 
<c  Whitefield  never  drew  as  much  attention  as  a  mountebank  does  j  he  did 
not  draw  attention  by  doing  better  than  others,  but  by  doing  what  was  ftrangc. 
Were  Aftley  to  preach  a  fermon  {landing  upon  his  head  on  a  horfe's  back,  he 
would  colleft  a  multitude  to  hear  him j  but  no  wife  man  would  fay  he  had 
made  a  better  fermon  for  that.  I  never  treated  WhitefiekTs  miniftry  with 
contempt  j  I  believe  he  did  good.  He  had  deyoted  himfelf  to  the  lower 
clafles  of  mankind,  and  among  them  he  was  of  ufe.  But  when  familiarity 
and  noife  claim  the  praife,due  to  knowledge,  art,  and  elegance,  we  muft  beat 
down  fuch  pretentions/'  .  . 

What  I  have  preferved  of  his  converfauon  during  the  remainder  of  my  ftay 
in  London  at  this  time,  is  only  what  follows :  I  told  him  that  when  I  objected 
to  keeping  company  with  a  notorious  infidel,  a  celebrated  friend  of  our's  faid 
to  me,  "  I  do  not  think  that  men  who  live  laxly  in  the  world,  as  you  and 
I  do,  can  with  propriety  aflume  fuch  an  authority.  Dr.  Johnfon  may,  who  is 
uniformly  exemplary  in  his  conduct.  But  it  is  not  very  confident  to  fhun  an 
infidel  to-day,  and  get  drunk  to-morrow."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  fad 
reafoning.  Becaufe  a  man  cannot  be  right  in  all  things,  is  he  to  be  right  in 
nothing  ?•  Becaufe  a  man  fometimes  gets  drunk,  is  he  therefore  to  deal  ? 
This  do&rine  would  very  loon  bring  a  man  to  the  gallows. 

"  After  all,  however,  it  is  a  difficult  queftion  how  far  fincere  Chriftians 
fliould  aflbciate  with  the  avowed  enemies  of  religion  >  for  in  the  firft  place, 
almoft  every  man's  mind  may.be  more  or  lefs  c  corrupted  by  evil  communi- 
cations /  fecondly,  the  world  may  very  naturally  fuppofe  that  they  are  not 
really  in  earneft  in  religion,  who  can  eafily  bear  its  opponents  \  and  thirdly,  if 
the  profane  find  themfelves  quite  well  received  by  the  pious,  one  of  the 
checks  upon  an  open  declaration  of  their  infidelity,  and  on  ^  of  the  probable 
chances  of  obliging  them  ferioufly  to  refleft,  which  their  being  (hunned  would 

do,  is  removed." 

He 
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He,  I  know  not  why,  fhewed  upon  all  occafions  an  averfion  to  go  to     *779» 
Ireland,  where;  I  propofed  to  him  that  we  fhould  make  a  tour.     Johnson.  jeJ^TI^ 
"  It  is  the  laft  place  if  here  I  fhould  wifh  to  travel."    Boswell.  "  Should 
you  not  like  to  fee  Dublin,  Sir  ?"    Johnson.  <f  No,  Sir,  Dublin  is  only  a 
worfe  capital."    Boswell.  "  Is  not  the  Giant's-Caufeway  worth  feeing  ?,f 
Johnson.  "  Worth  feeing,  yes;  but  not  worth  going  to  fee." 

Of  an  acquaintance  of  ours,  whofc  manners  and  every  thing  about  him* 
though  expenfive,  were  coarfe,  he  did,  "  Sir,  you  fee  in  him  vulgar  prosperity." 

A  foreign  minifter  of  no  very  high  talents,  who  had  been  in  his  company 
for  a  confiderable  time  quite  overlooked  happened  luckily  to  mention  that  he 
had  read  fome  of  his  "  Rambler"  in  Italian,  and  admired  it  much.  This 
pleafed  him  greatly  *  he  obferved,  that  the  title  had  been  tranflated,  U  Gem* 
trrantt)  though  I  have  been  told  it  was  rendered  more  ludicroufly,  U  Vaga* 
bondo\  and  finding  that  this  minifter  gave  fuch  a  proof  of  his  taftc,  he  was 
all  attention  tp  him,  and  on  the  firft  remade  which  he  made,  however  fimple, 
exclaimed,  "  The  Ambaffadour  fays  well-*-Hfe  Excellency  obferves — " 
And  then  he  expanded  and  enriched  the  little  that ?  had  been  faid  in  lb  ftrong 
a  manner,  that  it  appeared  fomethiqg  of  confequence.  This  Was  exceedingly 
entertaining  to  the  company  who  were  prefentj  and  many  a  time  afterwards 
it  fornifhed  a  pleafant  topick  of  merriment :  "  the  Ambaffadour  fays  well,*' 
became  a  laughable  term  of  ap£laufe,  When  no  mighty  matter  had  been 
cxprefled.  ..  .  v     . 

I  left  London  on  Monday,  O&ober  18,  and  accompanied  Colonel  Stuart 
to  Chefter,  where  his  regiment  was  to  lye  for  fome!  time. 


11 


Mr*  BofrWBLL  to  Dr.  Johns?*. 

.  *•  •  • 

cc  Mv  DEAR  Sir,  Chefter,  12  O&ober,  1779. 

"IT  was  not  till  one  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  that  Colonel 
Stuart  and  I  left  London ;  for  we  chofe  to  bid  a  cordial  adieu  to  Lord 
Mountftuart,  who  was  to  fet  out  on  that  day  on  his  embafly  to  Turin.  We 
drove  on  excellently,  and  reached  Lichfield  in  good  time  enough  that  night. 
The  Colonel  had  heard  (0  preferable  a  chara&er  of  the  George,  that  he 
would  not  put  up  at  the .  Three  Crowns,  fo  that  I  did  not  fee  our  hoft, 
Wilkins.  We  found  at  the  George  as  good  accommodation  as  we  could 
rwifh  to  have,  and  I  fully  enjoyed  the  comfortable  thought  that  /  "was  in 
Lkbfidd  again.  Next  morning  it  rained  very  hard;  and  as  I  had  much 
to  do  in  a  little  time,  I  ordered  a  poft-chaife,  and  between  eight  and 
Vol.  II.  R  r  nine 
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*779'     nine  Tallied  forth  to  make  a  round  of  vifits.    I  firft  went  to  Mr.  Green* 
Muu  70,  hoping  to  have  had  him   to  accompany  me  to>  ail  my  other  friends,  but 
he  was  engaged  to  attend  the  Bifhop  of  Sodor  and  Man*  who  was  therf 
lying  at  Lichfield  very  ill  of  the  gout.     Having  taken  a  hafty  glance  at  the 
additions  to  Green's  mufeum,  from  which  it  was  not  eafy  to  break  away,  V 
next  went  to  the  Friery, ,  where  I  at  firft  occafioned  ibme  tumult  in  the  ladies,. 
who  were  not  prepared  to  receive  company  fo  early  r  but  my  name,  which  has 
by  wonderful  felicity  come  to  be  fb  clofely  aflbciated  with  yours,  foon  made  all 
cafy  i  and  Mrs.  Cobb  and  Mifs  Adye  re-aflumed  their  feats  at  the  breakfaft- 
table,  which  they  had  quitted  with  fome  precipitation..  They  received  me  with 
the  kindnefs  of  .old  acquaintance  j  and-after  we  had  joined  in  a  cordial  chorus  to 
your  praiie,  Mrs.  Cobb  gave  me  the  high  fatisfa&ion  of  hearing  that  you  faid, 
'  Bofwell  is  a  man  who  I  believe  never  left  a  houfe  without  leaving  a  wifh  for 
his  return.*     And*  fhe  afterwards  added,  that  fhe  bid  you  tell  me,   that  if 
(ever  I  came  to  Lichfield^  fhe  hoped  I  would  take  a  bed  at  the  Friery.     From 
thence,  I  drove  to  Peter  Garriek's,  where  I  alfo  found  a  very  flattering  wel- 
come.    He  appeared  to  me  to  enjoy  his  ufual  cheerfulnefs ;   and  he  very 
kindly  afked  me  to  icome  when  I  could,  and  pafs  a  week  with  him.     From 
Mr.  Garrick's  I  went  to  the  Palace  to  wait  on  Mr.  Seward.    I  was  firft. enter* 
tained  by  his  lady  and  daughter,   he  himfelf  bring-  in  bed  with'  a-  coldj 
according  to  his  valetudinary  cuftom.     But  he  defired  to  fee  me  j  and  I 
found  him  dreft  in  his  black  gown,  with  a  white  flannel  night-gown  above  it; 
fo  that  he  looked  like  su  Dominican  friar.     He  was  good-humoured  and . 
polite ;  and  under  his  roof 'too  mjrreceprion-  was.  Ytry>.  pleating. .    I  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  Stowhill,  and  firft  paid  my  refpefts  to  Mrs.  Gaftrell,  whofe  con- 
verfauon  I  was  not  williqg  to  quit.  But  my  fand-glafs  was  now  beginning  to  run » 
low,  as  I  could,  not  trefpafs  too  long  on  the  Colonel's  kindnefs,  who  obligingly 
waited  for  me ;  fo  1  haftencd  to  Mrs.  Alton's,  whom  I  found  much  better  than 
I  feared  I  fhouldj  and  there  I  met  a„  brother-in-law  of  thefe  ladies,  who  talked 
much  of  you,  and  very  welT  too,  as  it  appeared  to  me.     It  then  only  remained 
to  vifit  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter, .  which  I  did,  I  really  believe,  wth  firicere  fatit 
fa£ion  on  both  fides.     I  am  fure  f  was  glad  to  fee  her  again;  and,  as  I 
take  her  to  be  very  honeft,  I  truft  fhe  was  gfed  <o  fee  me  again ;  for  fhe 
exprefled  herfelf  fo,  that- 1  could  not  doubt  of  her  being  in  earneft.     What 
a  great  key-ftone  of  kindnefs,  my  dear  Sir,  was  you  that  morning !   for  we 
were  all  held  together  by  our  common-attachment  to  you.     I  cannot  fay: that 
I-  ever  pafied  two  hours  with  more  felf-complacency  than  I  did  thofe1  two  at 

tichfidd.    Let  me  not  entertain  any  fulpicion  that  this  is  idle  vanity.    Will , 

not.: 
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not  you  confirm  me  in  my  pcrfuafion,  that  he  who  finds  himfelf  fo  regarded 
has  juft  reafon  to  be  happy  ? 

"  We  got  to  Chefter  about  midnight  on  Tuefday ;  and  here  again  I  am  in 
a  ftate  of  much  enjoyment.  Colonel  Stuart  and  his  officers  treat  me  with  all 
die  civility  I  could  wifh  $  and  I  play  my  part  admirably.  Latus  aliis,fapiens 
fibi,  the  claffical  fentence  which  you,  I  imagine,  invented  the  other  day,  is 
exemplified  in  my  prefent  exiftence.  The  Bifhop,  to  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  be  known  feveral  years  ago,  fhews  me  much  attention  j  and  I  am  edified  by 
his  converfation.  I  mull  not  omit  to  tell  you,  that  his  Lordfhip  admires, 
very  highly,  your  Prefaces  to  the  Poets.  I  am  daily  obtaining  an  extenfion 
of  agreeable  acquaintance,  fo  that  I  am  kept  in  animated  variety ;  and  the 
ftudy  of  the  place  itfelf,  by  the  afiiftance  of  books,  and  of  the  Bifhop,  is 
fufficient  occupation.  Chefter  pleafes  my  fancy  more  than  any  town  I  ever 
faw.     But  I  will  not  enter  upon  it  at  all  in  this  letter. 

"  How  long  I  fhall  ftay  here,  I  cannot  yet  fey.  I  told  a  very  pleating  young 
lady,  niece  to  one  of  the  Prebendaries,  at  whofe  houfe  I  faw  her,  « I  have 
come  to  Chefter,  Madam,  I  cannot  tell  how ;  and  far  lefs  can  I  tell  how  I 
am  to  get  away  from  it/  Do  not  think  me  too  juvenile.  I  beg  it  of  you, 
my  dear  Sir,  to  favour  me  with  a  letter  while  I  am  here,  and  add  to  the 
happinefs  of  a  happy  friend,  who  is  ever,  with  affe&ionate  veneration, 

"  Moft  fincerely  yours, 

"  James  Boswell. 

"  If  you  do  not  write  direftly,  fo  as  to  catch  me  here,  I  fhall  be  dif- 
eppointed.    Two  lines  from  you  will  keep  my  lamp  burning  bright.9' 

To  James   Boswell,  Efy. 

*c<  Dear  Sir, 

"WHY  fhould  you  importune  me  fo  earneftly  to  write  ?  Of  what 
importance  can  it  be  to  hear  of  diftant  friends,  to  a  man  who  finds  himfelf 
welcome  wherever  he^  goes,  and  makes  new  friends  falter  than  he  can  want 
them  ?  If,  to  the  delight  of  foch  univerfal  kindnefe  of  reception,  any  thing 
can  be  added  by  knowing  that  you  retain  my  good-will,  you  may  indulge 
yourfelf  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  fmall  addition. 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  made  the  round  of  Lichfield  with  fo  much  fuccefs : 
the  oftener  you  are  feen,  the  more  you  will  be  liked*    It  was  pieafing  to  me 

R  r  a  to 
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to  read  that  Mrs.  Afton  was  fo  well*  and  that  Lucy  Porter  was  fo  glad  to* 
fee  you. 

€€  In  the  place  where  you  now  are,  there  is  much  to  beobfervedj  and  fovh 
will  eafily  procure yourfelf  ikilful  directors.  But  what  will  you  do  to  keep, 
away  the  Hack  dog  that  worries  you  at  home  ?  If  you.  would,  in  compliance 
with  your  father's  advice,,  enquire  into  the  old  tenures,  and  old  charters  of/ 
Scotland,  you  would  certainly  open  to  yourfelf  many  ftriking  fcenes  of  the 
mahners  of,  the  middle  ages.  The  feudal  fyftem,  in  a  country  half  barbarous,, 
is  naturally  produ&ive  of  great  anomalies  in  civil  life.  The  knowledge,  of. 
pad  times  is  naturally  growing  lefs  in  all  cafes  not  of  publick  record ;  and  the  - 
pad  time  of  Scotland  is  fo  unlike  the  prefenv  that  it  is  already  difficult  for  ai 
Scotchman  to  image  the  oeconomy  of  his  grand-father.  Do  not  be.  tardy, % 
-«or  negligent ;  but  gather  up  eagerly  what  can  yet  be  found8.. 

<c  We  haw,  I  think>  once  talked- of  another  prqjed,  a  Hiftory t>f the  late* 
iflfurre&ion  in  Scotland,  with  all  its  incidents.     Many  falfehoods  are  palling 
into  uncontradicted  hiftory*    Voltaire*,  who  loved  a  ftriking  ftory,  has  told: 
what  we  could  not  find  to  be  true. 

<c  You  may  make  epilations  for  either  of  thefe  projects,  pr  for  both,  as  op- 
portunities oqcur,  and ;  digeft  your  materials  at  leifure.     The  great  dice&ion . 
which  Burton  has  left  to  men  difordered  like  you,  Be  not  folitary ;  be  not 
idle:  which. I  would  thus  modify s— If  you  are  idle, bt  not  folitary  $  if  you; 
are  folitary^  bs  not  idle. . 

a  There  is  a  letter  for  you,  from  * 

«  Yow  humWe.  feasant, , 

"  London,  .Oft.  zj,  1779.  S  AM. .  J jt>  H  N  S o  tf .? 


Dr,  Samvxl  JanN-soN. 

"My  RE  AA:  S I R,  %  Carlifte,  No>u  7,  1779.  . 

€*  THAT  I  fhpuld  itnportune  you  to  write  to  me  at  Chefter,  is  not: 
wonderful^^when  you  cpnfider  what  an  avidity  I  have  for  delight;  and  that* 
the  amor* of  pleafure,  like  the  amor  nummi,  increases  in  proportion  with  the. 

9  I  have  a -valuable  collection  made  by  my  Father,  whitb,  with  fo^  flddirioaa-and  illustrations  - 
of  my  own,  I  intend  to  publifh.    I  have  fomc  hereditary  claim  to  be  an  Antiquary;  not  only 
from  my  Father,  but  as  being  defcended,  by  the  mother's  fide>  of  the  able  and  learned  Sir  / 
John  Skene,  whofc  merit  lads  defiance,  to  all  the  ..attempts  which  have  been  made  to  teflen  his 

quantity: 
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quantity  which,  we  poflefs  of  it..    Your  letter,    fo  full  of  polite  kindnefs      «779- 
and  mafterly  counfel,,  came  like  a  large  treafurfe  upon  me,  while  already  jExatuioi 
glittering  with,  riches.,    I  was  quite  enchanted  at  Chefter,  fo  that  I  could 
with  difficulty-  quit,  it*     But  the  enchantment  was  the  reverfe   of  that  of 
Girce;    for  fo.  far.  was  there  from   being  any  thing  fenfual  in  it,  that  I 
was  all  mind. .    I  do  not  mean  all  reafon  only ;    for  my   fancy  was   kept    . 
finely  in  play...    And  why  not? — If  you  pleafe  I  will  fend   you    a  copy,, 
co*  an  abridgement  of  my  Chefter  journal,  which  is  truly  a  log-book  of  :felidty. 

cc  The  Bifhop  treated  me  with   a    kindnefs  which  was  very    flattering. 
r  told  him,  ,  that  you  regretted  you  had  feen  fo  litde  of  Chefter.    His  Lordfliip 
bid  me  tell  you,  that  he  Ihould  be  glad  to  fhew  you  more  of  it.     I  am  proud:     . 
to  find  the  friendship  with  which  you  honour  me  is  known  in  fo  many  places. 

c*  I. arrived  here  late  laft  night.    Our  friend  the  Dean,  has  been  gone  from* 
hence  fome  months;   but  I  am  told i at  my  inn,  that  he  is  very  populous- 
(popular).    However,  I  found  Mr.  Law,  the  Archdeacon,  .fon  to  the  Bifhop^ 
and  with  him  I  have  breakfafted  and  .dined  very  agreeably..    I  got  acquainted, 
with  him  at  the  affizes  here*  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago?  he  is  a  man  of 
great  variety  of.  knowledge,  uncommefa  genius*  and  I  believe,  fincerc  religion* 
I  received  the  holy  facrament  in  the  cathedral  in  the  morning;  this  being  the 
firft  Sunday  of  the  month;  and  was  at  prayers  there  in  the  evening..   It  is 
divinely  cheering  to  me  to  think  that  there  is  a  Cathedral  fo  near  Auchinleck ; 
and  I  nowJeave  Old  England  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind  as  I  am  thankful  to 
God  for  granting  me. 

€€  The  Hack  dog  that  worries  me  at  home  I  cannot  but  dtead;  yet  as  I  have 
been  for  fome  time  pad  in  a  military  train,  I  truft  I  lhall  repulfe  him.  '  To 
hear  from  you  will  animate  me.  like  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  I  therefore  hope 
that  fooa  after  my  return  to  the  Northern  field,  I  fball  receive  a  few  lines . 
from  you. 

*c  Colonel  Stuart  did  me  the -honour  to  efcort  me  in  his  carriage  to  (hew 
we  -Liverpool,  and  from  thence  back  .again  to  Warrington*  where  we  parted9. 
In  juftice  to  my  valuable  wife,  I  muft  inform  you,  that  as  I  was  fo  happy,  . 
fte  would  not  be  fo  felfilh  as  to.wifh  me  to  return  fooner  than  bufmefe 
abfolutely  required  my  grefence.  She  made  my  clerk  write  to  me  a  poft  or  two 
after  to  the  fame  purpofe,  bf  commiflion'  from  her ;  and  this  day  a  kind:- 
letter  from  her  met  me  at  the  Pofl-Office  here,  acquainting  me  that  fhe  and . 

9  His  regiment  was  afterwards  ordered  to  Jamaica,  wheiche  accompanied  it,  and  alrnoft- 
kal  his  life  by  the  climate.     This  impartial  order  I  mould  think  a  fufficient  refutation  of  the 
idle  rumour  that "  there,  was  fiill  forncthing  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne  itfelf." 

a.  the- 
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1779*     the  little  ones  were  welj,  and  e^prcfling  all  their  wiihes  for  my  return  home, 

je^Tto.  I  am'  morc  m^  more,  my  dear  Sir,  -  . 

**c  Your  afFe&ionate 

\"  And  obliged  humble  fefvant, 

"Jambs  Bo»well." 

Tv  Jambs  Boswell,  E/q. 

""Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  laft  letter  was  not  only  kind  but  fond.  But  I  wifli  you 
:to  get  rid  of  all  intelle&ual  excefies,  and  neither  to  exalt  your  pleafures,  nor 
aggravate  your  vexations,  beyond  their  real  and  natural  ltate.  Why  fhould 
you  not  be  as  happy  at  Edinburgh  as  at  C  heller,  In  culpa  eft  animus,  qui  Je 
jum  effugit  ufquam*  Pleafe  yourfelf  with  your  wife  and  children,  and  ftudies 
.and  practice. 

"  I  have,fent  a  petition '  from  Lucy  Porter,  with  which  I  leave  it  to  your 
tdifcretion  whether  it  is  proper  to  comply.  Return  rae  her  letter,  which  I 
;have  lent  that  you  may  know  the  whole  cafe,  and  not  be  feduced  to  any 
thing  that  you  may  afterwards  repent.  Mifs  Doxy  perhaps  you  know  to  be 
.Mr.  Garrick's  niece. 

"  If  Dean  Percy  can  be  popular  at  Carlifle,  he  may  be  very  happy.  He 
rhas  in  his  difpofal  two  livings,  each  equal,  or  almoft  equal  in  value  to  the 
rdeanery;  he  may  take  one  himfelf,  and  give  the  other  to  his  fon. 

"  How  near  is  the  Cathedral  to  Auchinleck,  that  you  are  fo  much  delighted 
-with.  It  ?  It  is,  1  fuppofe,  at  ;leaft  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  off.  However, 
if  you  are  pleafed,  it  is  fo  far  well. 

w  Let  me  know  what  reception  you  have  from  your  father,  and  the  ftatc 
of  his  health..  Pleafe  him  as  much  as  you  can,  and  add  no  pain  to  his  laft  years. 

"  Of  our  friends  here  I  can  recoiled  nothing  to  tell  you.    I  have  neither 

ieen  nor  heard  of  Langton.     Beauclerk  is  juft  returned  from  Brighthelmfton, 

I  am  told,  much  better.     Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family  are  dill  there;  and  hi* 

health  is  faid  to  be  vifibly  improved;  he  has  not  bathed,  but  hunted. 

«  At  Bolt-court  there  is  much  malignity,  but  of  late  litde  open  hoftility* 

I  have  had  a  cold,  but  it  is  gone. 

cc  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  &c.    I  am,  Sir, 

**  Your  .humble  fervant, 

*<  London,  Nov.  13,  1779.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

1  Requeuing  me  to  inquire  concerning  the  family  pf  a  gentleman  who  was  then  paying  his 
addrefies  to  M16  Doxy. 

On 
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Oh  November  22,  and  December  ai,  I  wrote  to  him  from  Edinburgh, 
giving  a  very  favourable  report  of  the  family  of  Mifs  Doxy's  lover; — that 
after  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  I  had  difcovered  the  filter  of  Mr.  Francis  Stewart, 
one*  of  his  anaanuenfes  when  writing  his  Diflionary ;— -that  I  had,  as  defired 
by  him*,  paid  her  a  guinea  for  an  old  pocket-book  of  her  brother's  which  he 
had  retained ;  and  that  the  good  woman,  who  was  in  very  moderate  circum- 
ftances,  but  contented  and  placid,  wondered  at  his  fcrupulous  and  liberal 
honefty,  and  received  the  guinea  as  if  fent  her  by  Providence.— ^That  I  had 
repeatedly  begged  of  him  to  keep  his  promife  to  fend  me  his  letter  to  Lord 
Chefterfield,  and  that  this  memento,  like  Deknda  eft  Carthago,  muft  be  in  every, 
letter  that  I  (hould  write  to  him,,  till  I  had  obtained  my  objedt. 

.In  1780  the  world  was  kept  in.  impatience  for  the  completion  of  his     178a* 
"  Lives  of  the  Poets,."  upon  which  he  was  employed  fo  far  as  his  indolence 
allowed  him  to  labour. 

.  I  wrote  to  him  on  January  1,  and  March  i$r  fending  him  my  notes  of 
Lord  Marchmont's  information  concerning  Pope ;— complaining  that  I  had 
not  heard  from  him  for  almoft  four  months,  though  he  was  two  letters  in  my 
debt  j — that  I  had  fuffered  again  from  melancholy  j — hoping  that  he  had  been 
in  fo  much  better  company,  (the  Poets,)  that  he  had  not  time  to  think  of 
his  diftant  friends  j  for  if  that  were  the  cafe,  I  (Kould  have  fome  recompence- 
fbr  my  uncafinefs  * — that  the  date  of  my  affairs  did  not  admit  of  my  coming; 
to  London  this  year;— and,  begging  he  woukTreturn  me  Goldfmith's  two 
poems,  with  his  lines  marked. 

His  friend  Dr.  Lawrence  having  now  fufiered  the  greateft  afffi&ion  to- 
which  a  man  is  liable,  and  which  Johnfon  himfelf  had  felt  in  the  moft  fevers 
manner  5  Johnfon  wrote  to  him  in  an  admirable ftrain. of  fympathy.and  pious 
confolation* . 

1 

'  7b>Dr.  Lawrenxi; :.  • 
M  Dear  Sir, 

"ATa  time  when  all  your  friends  ought  to  fliew  their  kindnels,, 
and  with  a  charafter  which  ought  to  make  all  that  know  you  your  friends, . 
you, may  wonder  that  you  have  yet  heard  nothing  from  me. 

cc  I  have  bctn  hindered  by  a  vexatious  and  inceflant  cough,  for  which  within  • 
thefe  ten  days.I  have  been  bled  once,  fafted  four  or  five  times,  taken  phyfick. 
five  times,  and  opiates,  I  think*  fix.    This  day  it  feems  to  remit. . 

"The.- 
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,  «  The  lo£,  dear  Sir,  which  you  have  lately  fuffered,  I  Felt  many  years 
ago,  and  know  therefore  how  itfuch  has  been  taken  from  you,  and  how  litde 
help  can  be  had  from  confoktion.  He  that  outlives  a  wife  whom  he  has  long 
loved,  fees  himfelf  disjoined  from  the  only  mind  that  has  the  fame  hopes,  and 
fears,  and  iritereftj  from  the  only  companion  with  whom  he  has  lhared  much 
good  or  evil ;  and  with  whom  he  could  fet  his  mind  at  liberty,  to  retrace  the 
.paft,  or  anticipate  the  future.  The  continuity  of  being  is  lacerated ;  the 
fettled  courie  gof  feniiment  and  a&km  is  ftopped ;  and  life  ftands  fufpended 
^and  motionlefs,  till  it  is  driven  by  external  caufes  into  a  now  channel.  But 
thetime  of  fufpenfe  is  dreadful 

"  Our  firft  recour-fe  in  this  diftrefsfttl  folitude,  is,  perhaps  for  want  of  ha- 
bitual piety,  to  a  gloomy  acquiefcence  in  neceflity.  Of  two  mortal  beings, 
one  muft  ldfe  the  other;  but  iurely  there  is  a. higher  and  a  better  comfort  t* 
be  drawn  from  the.confideration  of  that  Providence  which  watches  over  all, 
.and  a  belief  that  the  living  and  thexlead  are  equally  in  the  hands  of  God,  who 
will  reunite  thofe  whom  .he  has  feparatecj,  or  who  fees  that  it  is  beft  not  to 
reunite  them.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

•*  Your  moll  affe&ionate, 

*c  And  mofl:  humble  fervant, 

«  Jan.  20,  .1780.  S  A  M.  J  O  H  N  S  0  N," 

To  James  Boswell,  TZfy. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

'  "  WELL,  I  had  refolved  to  fend  you  the  Chefterfield  letter;  but  I 
will  -write  once  again  without  it.  Never  impofe  talks  upon  mortals.  To 
require  two  things  is  the  way  to  have  them  both  undone, 

"  For  the  difficulties  which  you  mention  in  your  affairs  I  am.forry*  but 
difficulty  is  now  very  general :  it  is  .not  therefore  lefs  grievous,  for  there  is 
iefs  hope  of  help.  I  pretend  not  to  give. you  advice,  not  knowing  the  ftate 
of  your  affairs ;  and  general  counfels  about  prudence  and  frugality  would 
xlo  you  litde  good.  You  are,  however,  in  the  right  not  to  increafe  your 
own  perplexity  by  a  journey  hither  *  and  I  hope  that  by  Haying  at  home 
you  will  pleafe  your  father 

"  Poor  dear  Beauclerk— mc,  ut  Jole^  dabis  joyu  His  wit  and  his  folly* 
iia  acutenefs  and  malicioufhefs,  his  merriment  and  reafoning,  are  now  oven 
Such  another  will  not  often  be  found  among  mankind.  He  directed  himfelf 
to  he  buried  by  the  fide  of  his  mother,  an  inftance  of  tendernefs  which  I 

hardly 
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hardly   expedfced.     He  has  left  his  children  to  the  care  of  Lady  Di.  and  if     178©. 
(he  dies,  of  Mr. Langton,  and  of  Mr.  Leicefter,  his  relation,  and  a  man  of  ^tauTi, 
good  chara&er.    His  library  has  been  offered  to  fale  to  the  Ruffian  ambafiador, 

«  Dr.  Percy,  notwithftanding  all  the  noife  of  the  newfpapers,  has  had  no 
literary  lofs x.  Clothes  and  moveables  were  burnt  to  the  value  of  about  one 
hundred  pounds;  but  his  papers,  and  I  think  his  books,  were  all  preferred. 

"  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  has  been  in  extreme  danger  from  an  apopleftical 
diforder,  and  recovered,  beyond  the  expeftation  of  his  phyficians;  he  is  now 
at  Bath,  that  his  mind  may  be  quiet,  and  Mrs.  Thrale  and  Mifs  are  with  him. 

c;  Having  told  you  what  has  happened  to  your  friends,  let  me  fay  fome- 
thing  to  you  of  yourfelf.  You  are  always  complaining  of  melancholy,  and 
I  conclude  from  thofe  complaints  that  you  are  fond  of  it.  No  man  talks  of 
that  which  he  is  defirous  to  conceal,  and  every  man  defires  to  conceal  that  of 
which  he  is  afhamed.  Do  not  pretend  to  deny  it ;  manifcftum  babernus  furem ; 
make  it  an  invariable  and  obligatory  law  to  yourfelf,  never  to  mention  your 
own  mental  difeafes ;  If  you  are  never  to  (peak  of  them  you  will  think  on 
them  but  litde,  and  if  you  think  little  of  them,  they  will  moled  you  rarely. 
When  you  talk  of  them,  it  is  plain  that  you  want  either  praife  or  pityj  for 
praife  there  is  no  room,  and  pity  will  do  you  no  goods  therefore,  from  this 
hour  fpeak  no  more,  think  no  more  about  them. 

u  Your  tranfaftion  with  Mrs.  Stuart  gave  me  great  fatisfaftion ;  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  your  attention.  Do  not  lofe  fight  of  her,  yodr 
countenance  may  be  of  great  credit,  and  of  confequence  of  great  advantage 
to  her.  The  memory  of  her  brother  is  yet  frefti  in  my  mind ;  he  was  an 
ingenious  and  worthy  man. 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  to  the  young  ladies* 
I  fhould  like  to  fee  them,  pretty  loves.     I  am  dear  Sir, 

«  Yours,  afie&ionately, 

"  April 8,  1780.  Sam.  Johnson," 

Mrs.  Thrale  being  now  at  Bath  with  her  hufband,  the  correfpondence 
between  Johnfon  and  her  was  carried  on  brifkly.  I  (hall  prefent  my  readers 
with  one  of  her  original  letters  to  him  at  this  time,  which  will  amufe  them 
probably  more  than  thofe  well-written  but  ftudied  epiftles  which  (he  has  infertcd 

*  By  a  fire  in  Northnmberland-houfe,  where  lie  had  an  apartment,  in  which  I  have  pafled 
many  an  agreeable  hour. 

Vol.  II.  S  s  in 
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1780.      in  her  colle&ion,  becaufe  it  exhibits  the  eafy  vivacity  of  their  literary  inters 
jEut^i!  eourfe-     It  is  alfo  of  value  as  a  key  to  Johnfon's  anfwer,  which  ftie  has  printed: 
by  itfelf,  and  of  which  I  {hall  fubjoin  extracts. 

Mrs.  Thrale  to  Dr.  Johnson. 

u  I  had  a. very  kind  letter  from  you  yefterday,  dear  Sir,  with  a  moft 
circumftantial  date.  You  took  trouble  with  my  circulating  letter,  Mr. 
Evans  writes  me  word,  and  I  thank  you  fincerely  for  fo  doing :  one  might 
do  mifchief  elfe  not  being  on  the  fpot. 

"  Yefterday's  evening  was  pafled  at  Mrs.  Montagu's:  there  was  Mr. 
Melmoth ;  I  do  not  like  him  though,  nor  he  me ;  it  was  expefted  we  fliould 
have  pleafed  each  other  j  he  is,  however,  juft  Tory  enough  to  hate  the  Bifliop 
of  Peterborough  for  Whiggifm,  and  Whig  enough  to  abhor  you  for 
Toryifra. 

"  Mrs.  Montagu  flattered  him  finely  j  fo  he  had  a  good  afternoon  on't. 
This  evening  we  Ipend  at  a  concert.  Poor  Queeney's 3  fore  eyes  have  juft 
releafed  her*  ihe  had  a  long  confinement,  and  could  neither  read  nor  write* 
fo  my  njafter 4  treated  her  very  good-naturedly  with  the  vifits  of  a  young 
.  woman  in  this  town*  a  taylor's  daughter,  who  profefles  mufick,  and  teaches 
fo  as  to  give  fix  leffons  a  day  to  ladies,  at  five  and  three-pence  a  leflbn.  Milk 
Burney  fays  fhe  is  a  great  performer ;.  and  I  refpeft  the  wench  for  getting  her 
living  fo  prettily  j  fhe  is  very  modeft  and  pretty  mannered,  and  not  feventeen 
years  old. 

"  You  live  in  a  fine  whirl  indeed,  if  I  did  not  write  regularly  you  would 
half  forget  me,  and  that  would  be  very  wrong,  for  I  felt  my  regard  for  you  in 
my  face  laft  night,  when  the  criticifms  were  going  on. 

"  This  morning  it  was  all  connoifleurfhip ;  we  went  to  fee  fome  pifhires 
painted  by  a  gendeman  artift,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  this  place ;  my  mafter  makes 
one  every  where,  and  he  has  got  a  dawling  companion  to  ride  with  him  now. 
*********  He  looks  well  enough,  but  I  have  no  notion  of  health 
for  a  man  whofe  mouth  cannot  be  fewed  up.  Burney  and  I  and  Queeney 
teize  him  every  meal  he  eats,  and  Mr.  Montagu  is  quite  ferious  with 
him  j  but  what  can  one  do  ?  He  will  eat,  I  think,  and  if  he  does  eat  I  know 

3  A  kind  of  nick-name  given  to  Mrs.  Thrale's  eldcft  daughter,  whofe  name  being  Eftber%  flic 
flight  be  aflimilated  to  a  Queen. 
*  Mr.  Thialc. 

he 


he  wffl  pot  Uve  $  its  (n4e?  ifle  v?ry  wteppy*  feut  J  nwft  bcsy  fe    |<et  n\ft     <78» 
tfwayai  hftV©  y«*«r  frie^fhip,    I  «n*  m<#  fincerel^  (leaf  Sir,  STtS 

Dr.  Johnson  to  A/ri.  Thralb. 

% 

w  Ma,  Thrace  never  will  Jlye  abftjnendy^  «U  he  £an  perfiiada 
Wmfelf  to  live  by  ryle  5t  ******  t  \  Encourage^  as  yo^  can^  the 
^ufiqtl  girl, 

«  Nothing  is  more  common  than  mutuaj  difUHe  wherf  i^iifcual  approbation 
4a  particularly  expe&ed,  There  is  often,  on  feoth  ftfes  a  vigilance  not  p^f 
benevolent  4  »nd  as  attention  is  ftrangly  excited,  ft  that  nothing  drops  un- 
heeded* any  difference  in  taftp  or  opinion,  ?nd  #>me  difference  wKcfo  there  j| 
no  reftraint,  yf\\\  eommoniy  appear,  it  immediately  generates  diflike, 

**  Never  let  criflcifhis  operate  upon  your  fkee  or  yqur  prindj  it  is  very 
rarely  that  an  authour  \s  hurt  by  his  eritidks.  The  blaze  of  reputation  cannPt 
be  blown  out,  but  it  often  dies  in  the  focketj  a  very  few  Wipes  may  b? 
confidered  as  perpetual  lamps  that  fhine  unconfamed,  From  the  awhour  of 
*  FJt^ofbepne's  Letters1  |  eannot  think  myfelf  \n  much  danger,  J  met  hin^ 
only  oncp  about  thirty  years  pgo,  and  in  fomf  fmatt  ^ifpute  reduced  hlnpi  tq 
♦whittle  $  haying  nof  jfeen  him  flnce,  th^t  is  {he  laft  impr^lpon,  fqqr  Nfopr^ 
the  fabullft,  ytor  one  of  the  company, 

■«  Mrs,  Montagu's  long  flay,  jigainft  he*  own  inclination,  is  yery  $Qt\n 
Venlent,  You  would,  by  your  own  confeffion^  want  a  companion  \  and  fhf  ft 
far  flur$H$  1  converting  with  her  you  may  jW  variety  in  ^M 

1'  tqqdon,  May  i,  1780, M 

On  the  jd  of  May  |  wrote  to  him*  an<J  requeued  tha|  w?  flight  hay* 
another  meeting  fpmewJWfe  in  the  North  of  Ep^jand,  in  the  aufUBW  of  thi$ 

year, 

From  Mr,  Langton  I  received  (bon  after  |hjs  t-ime  a  letter*  pf  which  I 
txtrvft  a  p^Tagel  relatiy?  at  pnee  to  Mfi  ^Hclprfe  &n4  Dr,  Johnfon, 

«  The  melancholy  information  yp^  have  ?eeeiyec|  concerning  Mr, 
Jeavclcrk^  death  is  trw.  Had  h«  lalents  been  dMtal  in  any  frfficien? 
degree  M  they  augh^  I  hav^  always  been  ftrpngly  of  opinion  that  they  were 

tticulated  to  make  an  iliuftrioys  Hgurei  and  that  opinion,  99  it  had  been  in 

I  I  |uiYf  l^keq  the  liberty  to  tape  out  3  few  liiw, 

8  *  J  parf 
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1780.  part  formed  upon  Dr.  Johnfon's  judgement,  receives  more  and  more  con- 
JEtatT.  7u  fi^mation  by  hearing,  that  fince  his  death,  Dr.  Johnfon  has  laid  concerning 
them ;  a  few  evenings  ago,  he  was  at  Mr.  Vefey's,  where  Lord  Althorpe, 
who  was  one  of  a  numerous  company  there,  addrefled  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the 
fubjeft  of  Mr.  Beauclerk's  death,  faying,  c  Our  Club  has  had  a  great  lofs 
fince  we  met  laft.'  He  replied,  €  A  lofs,  that  perhaps  the  whole  nation  could 
not  repair!'  The  Doftor  then  went  on  to  fpeak  of  his  endowments,  and 
particularly  extolled  the  wonderful  eafe  with  which  he  uttered  what  was 
highly  excellent.  He  faid,  that  no  man  ever  was  fo  free  when  he  was  going 
to  fay  a  good  thing,  from  a  look  that  exprefled  that  it  was  coming  j  or,  when 
he  had  faid  it,  from  a  look  that  exprefled  that  it  bad  come.  At  Mr.  Thrale's, 
fome  days  before,  when  we  were  talking  on  the  fame  fubje<5b,  he  faid* 
referring  to  the  fame  idea  of  his  wonderful  facility,  €  That  Beauclerk's  talents 
were  thofe  which  he  had  felt  himfelf  more  difpofed  to  envy,  than  thofe  of  any 
whom  he  had  known/ 

"  At  the  evening  I  have  fpoken  of  above,  at  Mr.  Vefey's,  you  would  have 
been  much  gratified,  as  it  exhibited  an  inftance  of  the  high  importance  in 
which  Dr,  Johnfon's  character  is  held,  I  think  even  beyond  any  I  ever  before 
was  witnefs  to.  The  company  confifted  chiefly  of  ladies,  among  whom  were 
the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort,  whom  I  fuppofe 
from  her  rank,  I  muft  name  before  her  mother  Mrs.  Bofcawen,  and  her  elder 
fifter  Mrs.  Lewfon,  who  was  likewife  there;  Lady  Lucan,  Lady  Clermont, 
and  others  of  note  both  for  their  ftation  and  understandings.  Among  the 
gentlemen  were,  Lord  Althorge,  whom  I  have  before  named,  Lord 
Macartney,  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Lord  Lucan,  Mr.  Wraxal,  whofe  book  you 
have  probably  feen,  c  The  Tour  to  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe $'  a  very- 
agreeable  ingenious  man ;  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Pepys,  the  Matter  in  Chancery, 
whom  I  believe  you  know,  and  Dr.  Barnard,  the  Provoft  of  Eton.  As  fbon  as 
Dr.  Johnfon  was  come  in  and  had  taken  a  chair,  the  company  began  to  collect 
round  him  till  they  became  not  lefs  than  four  if  not  five  deep ;  thofe  behind 
ftanding,  and  liftening  over  the  heads  of  thofe  that  were  fitting  near  him.  The 
converfation  forfome  time  was  chiefly  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  the  Provoft  of 
Eton,  while  the  others  contributed  occafionally  their  remarks.  Without 
attempting  to  detail  the  particulars  of  the  converfation,  which  perhaps  if  I 
did,  I  fhould  fpin  my  account  out  to  a  tedious  length,  I  thought,  my  dear 
Sir,  this  general  account  of  the  rcfpeft  with  which,  our  valued  friend  was 
attended  to,  might  be  acceptable*" 
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To  the  Reverend  Br.  Farmer* 
«  Sir,  May  23,  1780. 

"  I  know  your  difpofition  to  fecond  any  literary  attempt,  and 
therefore  venture  upon  the  liberty  of  entreating  you  to  procure  from  College 
or  Univerfity  regifters,  all  the  dates,  or  other  informations  which  they  can 
fupply  relating  to  Ambrofe  Philips,  Broom,  and  Gray,  who  were  all  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  of  whofe  lives  I  am  to  give  fuch  accounts  as  I  can  gather*.  Be 
pleafed  to  forgive  this  trouble  from,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

cc  Sam.  Johnson." 

While  Johnfon  was  thus  engaged  in  preparing  a  delightful  literary 
entertainment  for  the  world,  the  tranquillity  of  the  metropolis  of  Great- 
Britain  was  unexpeftedly  difturbed,  by  the  moft  horrid  feries  of  outrage  that 
ever  difgraced  a  civilized  country.  A  relaxation  of  fome  of  the  fevere  penal 
provifions  againft  our  fellow  Hibjefts  of  the  Catholick  communion  had  been' 
granted  by  the  legiflature,  with  an  oppofition  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the 
genuine  mildnefs  of  Chriftianity,  united  with  liberal  policy,  feemed  to  have 
become  general  in  this  ifland.  But  a  dark  and  malignant  fpirit  of  perfecution 
foon  (hewed  itfelf,  in  an  unworthy  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  wife  and 
humane  ftatute.  That  petition  was  brought  forward  by  a  mob,  with  the 
evident  purpofe  of  intimidation,,  and  was  juftly  reje&ed.  But  the  attempt, 
was  accompanied  and  followed  by  fuch  daring  violence  as  is  unexampled  in 
hiftory?  Of  this  extraordinary  tumult,  Dr.  Johnfon  has  given  the  following 
concife,  lively,  and  juft  account  in  his  cc  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale  6 1" 

"  On  Friday,  the  good  Proteftants  met  in  St.  George's-Fields,  at  the 
fummons  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  marching  to  Weftminfter,  inlulted 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  who  all  bore  it  with  great  tamenefs.  At  night  the 
outrages  began  by  the  demolition  of  the  mafs-houfe  by  LincolnVInn." 

<c  An  exaft  journal  of  a  week's  defiance  of  government  I  cannot  give  you^ 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Strahan,  who  had  been  infult'ed,  fpoke  to  Lord  Mansfield,, 
who  had  I  think  been  infulted  too,  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  populace  j  and 
his  Lordfhip  treated  it  as  a  very  flight  irregularity.  On  Tuefday  night  they 
pulled  down  Fielding's  houfe,  and  burnt  his  goods  in  the  ftreet.     They  had 

< 

*  Vol.11,  p.  143,  etfeq.    I  have  iekfted  paffeges  from  fcvcral  letters,  without  mentioning 
dates, 

gutted 
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gutted  on  Monday  Sir  George  Savile's  houfe,  but  the  building  was  fayed, 
On  Tuefday  evening,  leaving  Fielding's  ruins,  they  went  to  Newgate  tq 
demand  their  companions  who  had  been  feized  demolifhing  the  chapej,  The 
deeper  could  not  releafe  them  but  by  .the  Mayor's  permiffion4  which  he  went 
.to  *&'$  at  his  return  he  found  all  the  prisoners  rekafed,  and  Newgate  in  j* 
.blaze.  They. then  went  to  Bloom/bury*  and  fattened  upon  Lord  Mansfield's 
houfe,  which  they  pulled  down*  and  as  for  his  goods,  they  totally  burnt  them. 
They  have  fince  gone  to  Caen- wood,  but  a  guard  was  there  before  them* 
They  plundered  fome  Papifts,  I  think,  and  burnt  a  mafs-hoyfe  in  Moorfieida 
the  fame  night/* 

*<  On  Wednefday  I  walked  with  Dr,  Scot  to  look  at  Newgate,  and  found  it 
in  ruins,  with  the  fire  yet  glowing.  As  I  went  by,  the  Proteftants  were 
.plundering  the  Seflions-houfe  at  the  Old  Bailey,  There  were  not,  I  -believe* 
a  hundred  *  but  they  did  their  work  at  leifure,  in  full  feeurity,  without  fenti- 
nels,  without  trepidation,  as  .men  lawfully  employed,  in  full  day.  Such  is 
the  cowardice  of  ji  commercial  place.  On  Wednefday  they  broke  open  the 
Fleet,  and  the  KingVbench,  and  the  Marihalfea,  and  Wood-ftreet  Compter, 
and  Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  releafed  &11  the  prifoners/* 

ff  At  night  they  fet  fire  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  the  KingVbench,  and  I 
know  not  how  many  other  places  *  and  one  might  fee  the  glare  of  eonflagra* 
tion  fill  the  Iky  from  many  parts.  The  fight  was  dreadful.  Some  people 
were  threatened :  Mr,  Strahan  advifed  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf,  Sufh  a 
time  of  terrour  you  have  been  happy  in  not  feeing," 

«f  The  King  faid  in  council,  c  That  the  magiftnjtes  had  not  done  their 
duty,  but  that  he  would  do  his  own  $*  and  ^  proclamation  was  publifhed, 
directing  us  to  keep  our  fervants  within  doors,  as  the  peace  was  now  to  be 
preferved  by  force.  The  foldiers  were  fent  out.  to  different  parts,  and  jtho 
town  is  now  at  quiet." 

«  The  foldiers  are  ftationed  fo  as  to  be  every  where  within  call  $  there  U 
no  longer  any  body  of  rioters,  and  the  individuals  are  haunted  to  their  holes, 
fnd  led  to  prifon*  Lord  George  was  laft  night  fent  to  the  Tower,  Mr,  John 
Wlkes  was  tljis  day  in  njy  neighbourhood,  to  feizethe  publishes  of  a  feditiovia 
paper,'1 

"  Several  chapels  have  been  deftroyed,  and  fevcrai  inoffenfivc  Papifia  have 
been  plundered  $  but  the  high  fport  was  to  burn  the  gaols.  This  was  a  good 
rabble  trick.  The  debtors  and  the  criminals  were  all  fet  at  liberty  j  but  of 
ihe  criminals,  as  has  always  happened,  many  are  already  re-taken  j  and  two 

4  pirate* 
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pirates  have  furrendered  themfelves,    and  it  is  expefted  that  they  wiH  be 
pfardoned." 

"  Government  now  afts  again  with  its  proper  force ;  and  we  are  all  again 
under  the  protection  of  the  King  and  the  law.  I  thought  that  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  you  and  my  matter  to  have  my  teftimony  to  the  publick  fecurity ; 
and  that  you  would  deep  more  quietly  when  I  told  you  that  you  are  fafe." 

"  There  has,  indeed,  been  an  univerfal  panick,  from  which  the  King  was 
the  firft  that  recovered.  Without  the  concurrence  of  his  minifters,  or  the- 
afliftance  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  he  put  the  foldiers  in  motion,  and  faved 
the  town  from  calamities,  fuch  as  a  rabble's  government  muft  naturally 
produce." 

cc  The  publick  has  efcaped  a  very  heavy  calamity.  The  rioters  attempted 
the  Bank  on  Wednefday  night,  but  in  no  great  number;  and  like  other 
thieves,  with  no  great  refolution.  Jack  Wilkes  headed  the  party  that  drove 
them  away.  It  is  agreed,  that  if  they  had  feized  the  Bank  on  Tuelday,  at 
the  height  of  die  panick,  when  no  refiftance  had  been  prepared,  they  might 
have  carried  irrecoverably  away  whatever  they  had  found.  Jack  who  was 
always  zealous  for  order  and  decency,  declares,  that  if  he  be  trufled  with 
power,  he  will  not  leave  a  rioter  alive.  There  is,  however,  now  no  longer 
any  need  of  heroifm  or  bloodfliedi  no  blue  ribband  is  any  longer  worn." 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  miferable  fedition,  from  which  London  was 
delivered  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Sovereign  himfelf.  Whatever  fome  may 
maintain,  I  am  fatisfied  that  there  was  no  combination  or  plan,  either  domeftick 
or  foreign ;  but  that  the  mifchief  ipread  by  a  gradual  contagion  of  frenzy, 
augmented  by  the  quantities  of  fermented  liquors,  of  which  the  deluded 
populace  poflefled  themfelves  in  the  courfe  of  their  depredations. 

1  fhould  think  myfelf  very  much  to  blame,  did  I  here  negleft  to  do  juftice 
to  my  efteemed  friend  Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  who  has  long 
diicharged  a  very  important  truft  with  an  uniform  intrepid  firmnefs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  tendernefs  and  a  liberal  charity,  which  entitle  him  to  be 
recorded  with  diftinguilhed  honour. 

Upon  this  occafion,  from  the  timidity  and  negligence  of  magiftracy  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  almoft  incredible  exertions  of  the  mob  on  the  other,  the 
firft  prilbn  of  this  great  country  was  laid  open,  and  the  prifoners  fet  free ; 
but  that  Mr.  Akerman,  whofe  houfe  was  burnt,  would  have  prevented  all 
this,  had  proper  aid  been  fent  to  him  in  due  time,  there  can  be  n(k 
doubt. 

Many 
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1780.  Many  years  ago,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  brick  part  which  was  built  as  an 

JEttt^'i"!  Edition  to  the  old  gaol  of  Newgate.  The  prifoners  were  in  confirmation  and 
tumult,  calling  out,  "  We  fhall  be  burnt — we  (hall  be  burnt!    down  with 
the  gate— down  with  the  gate !"     Mr.  Akerman  haftened  to  them,  (hewed 
himfelf  at  the  gate,  and  having,  after  fome  confiifed  vociferation  of  <c  Hear 
him — hear  him  !"  obtained  a  (ilent  attention,  he  then  calmly  told  them,  that 
the  gate  muft  not  go  down ;   that  they  were  under  his  care,  and  that  they 
(hould  not  be  permitted  to  efcape :  but  that  he  could  affure  them,  they  need 
not  be  afraid  of  being  burnt,  for  that  the  fire  was  not  in  the  prifon,  properly 
fo  called,  which  was  ftrongly  built  with  (tone ;  and  that  if  they  would  engage 
to  be  quiet,  h£  himfelf  would  come  in  to  them,  and  conduit  them  to  the 
further  end  of  the  building,  and  would  not  go  out  till  they  gave  him  leave. 
To  this  propofal  they  agreed ;   upon  which  Mr.  Akerman,  having  firft  made 
them  fall  back  from  the  gate,  went  in,  and  with  a  determined  refolution 
ordered  the  outer  turnkey  upon  no  account  to  open  the  gate,  even  though  the 
prifoners  (though  he  trufted  they  would  not)  (hould  break  their  word,  and 
by  force  bring  himfelf  to  order  it.     "  Never  mind  me,  (faid  he,)  (hould  that 
happen."     The  prifoners  peaceably  followed  him,  while  he  conducted  them 
through  pafiages,  of  which  he  had  the  keys,  to  the  extremity  of  the  gaol, 
which  was  moft  diftant  from  the  fire.  Having,  by  this  very  judicious  condu6tF 
fully  fatisfied  them  that  there  was  no  immediate  rifle,  if  any  at  all,  he  then 
addrefled  them  thus :    "  Gentlemen,  you  are  now  convinced  that  I  told  you 
true.     I  have  no  doubt  that  the  engines  will  foon  extinguifli  this  fire :  if  they 
(hould  not,  a  fufficient  guard  will  come,  and  you  (hall  all  be  takdi  out  .and 
lodged  in  the  Compters.     I  allure  you,  upon  my  word  and  honour,  that  I 
have  not  a  farthing  infured.     I  have  left  my  houfe  that  I  might  take  care  of 
you.     I  will  keep  my  promife,  and  day  with .  you,   if  you  infift  upon  it : 
but  if  you  will  allow  me  to  go  out  and  look  after  my  family  and  property, 
I  will  be  obliged  to  you."     Struck  with  his  behaviour,   they  called  out, 
*'  Mafter  Akerman,  you  have  done  bravely  5  it  was  very  kind  in  you :  by 
all  means  go  and  take  care  of  your  own  concerns."     He  did  fo  accordingly, 
while  they  remained  and  were  all  preferved. 

Johnfon  has  been  heard  to  relate  the  fubftance  of  this  dory  with  high 
praife,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Burke.  My  illuftrious  friend,  (peak- 
ing of  Mr.  Akerman's  kindne(s  to  his  prifoners,  pronounced  this  eulogy 
upon  his  character :— "  He  who  has  long  had  conftantly  in  his  view  the 
worfl  of  mankind,  and  is  yet  eminent  for  the  humanity  .of  his  difpofition, 

3  muft 
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tmift  have  had  it  originally  in  a  great  degree,  and  continued  to  cultivate  it     *78o- 
very  carefully.'"  #tat.  71 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month  my  brother  David  waited  upon  Dr.  Johnfon, 
with  the  following  letter  of  introduftion,  which  I  had  taken  care  ihould  be 
lying  ready  on  his  arrival  in  London. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

«  My   DEAR  Sir,  Edinburgh,  April  29,  1780. 

"  THIS  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  brother  David, #  on  his 
return  from  Spain.  You  will  be  glad  to  fee  the  man  who  vowed  to  *  ftand 
by  the  old  caftle  of  Auchinleck,  with  heart,  purfe,  and  fwordi*  that  romantick 
family  folemnity  devifed  by  me,  of  which  you  and  I  talked  with  com- 
placency upon  the  Ipot.  I  truft  that  twelve  years  of  abfence  have  not  leflened 
his  feudal  attachment*  and  that  you  will  find  him  worthy  of  being  introduced 
to  your  acquaintance. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  aflfe&ionate  veneration,  my  dear  Sir, 

€€  Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

"  James  Boswell" 

Johnfon  received  him  very  politely,  and  has  thus  mentioned  him  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale 7 :  "•  I  have  had  with  me  a  brother  of  BofwelTs,  a 
Spanifh  merchant8,  whom  the  war  has  driven  from  his  refidence  at  Valencia; 
he  is  gone  to  fee  his  friends,  and  will  find  Scotland  but  a  forry  place  after 
twelve  years  refidence  in  a  happier  climate.  He  is  a  very  agreeable  man,  and 
ipeaks  no  Scotch." 

To  Dr.  Beattie,  at  Aberdeen. 
"  Sir, 

"  MORE  years9  than  I  have  any  delight  to  reckon,  have  paft  fince 
you  and  I  faw  one  another;  of  this,  however,  there  is  no  reafon  for  making 
•any  reprehenfbry  complaint,  Sic  fataferunt.  But  merhinks  there  might  paft 
fome  fmall  interchange  of  regard  between  us.  If  you  fay,  that  I  ought  to 
have  written,  I  now  write,  and  I  write  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  much 
Jundnefs  for  you  and  Mrs,  Beattie;  and  that  I  wifh  your  health  better,  and 

7  Vol.  II.  p.  163.    Mrs.  Piozzi  has  omitted  the  name,  (he  bed  knows  why. 

*  Now  fettled  in  London. 

*  I  had  been  five  years  abfent  from  London.    Bi atti b» 

Vol.  II.  T  t  your 


g22  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

1780.     your  life  long*    Try  change  of  air,  and  come  a  few  degrees  Southwards; 

JEtau  7*.'  a  f°fter  c^mate  ma7  do  y°u  ^ot^  g°°d>  winter  is  coming  on;  and  London 
will  be  warmer,  and  gayer,  and  bufier,  and  more  fertile  of  amufement  than 
Aberdeen. 

"  My  health  is  better  5  but  that  will  be  little  in  the  balance,  when  I  tell 
you  that  Mrs,  Montagu  has  been  very  ill,  and  is  I  doubt  now  but  weakly. 
Mr.  Thrale  has  been  very  dangeroufly  difordered ;  but  is  much  better,  and  I 
hope  will  totally  recover.  He  has  withdrawn  himfelf  from  bufinefs  the  whole 
fummer.  Sir  Jofhua  and  his  lifter,  are  well  j  and  Mr.  Davies  has  had  great 
fuccefs  as  an  authour  *,  generated  by  the  corruption  of  a  bookfeller.  More 
news  I  have  not  to  tell  you,  and  therefore  you  muft  be  contented  with 
hearing,  what  I  know  not  whether  you  much  wifh  to  hear*,  that  I 
am,  Sir, 

w  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  Sam.  JoHNSO  N." 

Auguft  21,  1780. 

To  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  find  you  have  taken  one  of  your  fits  of  taciturnity,  and  have 
refolved  not  to  write  till  you  are  written  to ;  it  is  but  a  peevifli  humour,  but 
you  fhall  have  your  way. 

c<  I  have  fate  at  home  in  Bolt-court,  all  the  fummer,.  thinking  to  write' 
the  Lives,  and  a  great  part  of  the  time  only  thinking.     Several  of  them, 
however,  are  done,  and  I  ftill  think  to  do  the  reft. 

<c  Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family  have,  fince  his  illnefs,  pafled  their  time  firft 
at  Bath,  and  then  at  Brighthelmfton*  but  I  have  been  at  neither  place.  I 
would  have  gone  to  Lichfield,  if  I  could  have  had  time,  and  I  might  have 
had  time,  if  I  had  been  aftive  \   but  I  have  milled  much,  and  done  little. 

1  Meaning  his  entertaining  "  Membirs  of  David  Garrick,  Efq."  of  which  Johnfon  (as  Davies 
informed  me)  wrote  the  fii?ft  femence  j  thus  giving  as  it  were,  the  key-note  to  the  performance.  " 
It  is,  indeed,  very  characleriftical  of  its  authour,  beginning  with  a  maxim,  and  proceeding  to 
illuftme.— "  All  excellence  has  a  right  .to  be  recorded.  J  (hall,  therefore,  think  it  fuperflaou* 
to  apologife  for  writing  the  life  of  a  man,  who  by  an  uncommon  aflemhlage  of  private  victnes, 
adorned  the  higheft  eminence  in  a  publick  profeffion." 

*  I  wifh  he  had  omitted  thefufpicion  expreffed  here,  though  I  believe  he  meant  toothing  -bat 
jocularity;  for  though  he  and  I  differed  fometimes  in  opinion,  he  well  kaetw  how  mttch  I  loved 
and  revered  himr    Beat-tie. 
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u  In  the  late  diftufbances,  Mr.  Thrale's  houfe  and  ftock  were  in  great      >78°- 
danger;  the  mob  was  pacified  at  their  firft  invafion,  with  about  fifty  pounds  j£XMtm  ~I( 
in  drink  and  meat;  and  at  their  fecohd,  were  driven  away  by  the  foldiers. 
Mi?.  Strahan  got  a  garrifon  into  his  houfe,  and  maintained  them  a  fortnight; 
he  was  fo  frighted  that  he  removed  part  of  his  goods.     Mrs.  Williams  took 
{belter  in  the  country. 

«c  I  know  not  whether  I  fhall  get  a  ramble  this  autumn ;  it  is  now  about 
the  time  when  we  were  travelling.  I  have,  however,  better  health  than  I  had 
then,  -and  hope  you  and  I  may  yet  fhew  ourfelves  on  fbme  part  of  Europe, 
Afia,  or  Africa J.  In  the  mean  time  let  us  play  no  trick,  but  keep  each  others 
kindnefs  by  all  means  in  our  power. 

"  The  bearer  of  this  is  Dr.  Dunbar,  of  Aberdeen,  who  has  written  and 
publiihed  a  very  ingenious  book  4,  and  who  I  think  has  a  kindnefs  for  me, 
and  will  when  he  knows  you  have  a  kindnefs  for  you. 

«*  I  fuppofe  your  little  ladies  are  grown  tall ;  and  your  fon  is  become  a 
learned  young  man.  I  love  them  all,  and  I  love  your  naughty  lady,  whom 
I  never  fhall  perfuade  to  love  me.  When  the  Lives  are  done,  I  fhall  fend 
them  to  complete  her  collettion,  but  muft  fend  them  in  paper,  as  for  want 
of  a  pattern,  I  cannot  bind  them  to  fit  the  reft.     I  am,  Sir, 

<c  Yours  moft  affectionately, 

«  London, Aug.  21 ,  178c  Sam,   JoHKSO N." 


This  year  he  wrote  to  a  young  clergyman  in  the  country,  the  following 
very  excellent  letter,  which  contains  valuable  advice  to  Divines  in  general : 

"Dear  Sir, 

"NOT  many  days  ago  Dr.  Lawrence  fliewed  me  a  letter,  in  which 
you  make  mention  of  me  :  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not  be  diipleafed  that  I 
endeavour  to  preferve  your  good- will  by  fome  obfervations  which  your  letter 
{iiggefted  to  me. 

"  You  are  afraid  of  falling  into  fome  improprieties  in  the  daily  fervicef 
by  reading  to  an  audience  that  requires  no  exaftnefs.     Your  fear,  I  hope, 

J  It  will;  no  doubt  be  remarked  how  he  avoids  the  rebellious  land  of  America.  This 
puts  me  in  mind  of  an  anecdote,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  my  -worthy  focial  friend, 
Governour  Penn:  '«  At  one  of  Mifs  E.  Hervey's  aifemblies,  Dr.  Johnfon  was  following 
her  up  and  down  the  room;  upon  which  Lord  Abingdon  obferved  to  her,  «  Your  great  friend  is 
very  fond  of  you,  you  can  go  no  where  without  him.' — *  Aye,  (faid  (he,)  he  would  follow  me 
to  any  part  of  the  world,' — c  Then  (faid  the  Earl,)  afk  him  to  go  with  you  to  America." 
*  "  Effays  on  the  Hiftory  of  Mankind." 

T  t  2  fccures 
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fecurcs  you  from  danger.  They  who  contraA  abfurd  habits  arc  fuch  as  have* 
no  fear.  It  is  impoffible  to  do  the  fame  thing  very  often,  without  fome  pecu- 
liarity of  manner:  but  that  manner  may  be  good  or  bad,  and  a  little  care 
will  at  leafl  preferve  it  from  being  bad  :  to  make  it  very  good,  there  muftr 
I  think,  be  fomething  of  natural  or  cafual  felicity,  which  cannot  be  taught. 

"  Your  prefent  method  of  making  your  fermons  feems  very  judicious* 
Few  frequent  preachers  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  fermons  more  their  own  than 
yours  will  be.     Take  care  to  regffter,.  fomewhere  or  other,  the  authours  from 
whom  your  feveral  difcourfes  are  borrowed  -,   and  do  not  imagine  that  you- 
fhall  always  remember,  even  what  perhaps  you  now  think  it  impoffible  to  forget, 

"  My  advice,  however,  is,  that  you  attempt,  from  time  to  time,  an« 
original  fcrmon ;  and  in  the  labour  of  compofition,  do  not  burden  your  mind 
with  too  much  at  once ;  do  not  exadt  from  yourfelf^  at  one  effort  of  excogi- 
tation, propriety  of  thought  and  elegance  of  expreffion.  Invent  firft,  and 
then  embellifh.  The  produdtion  of  fomething*  where  nothing  was  before* 
is  an  a<5t  of  greater  energy  than  the  expanfion  or  decoration  of  the  thing 
produced.  Set  down  diligently  your  dioughts  as  they  rife,  in  the  firft  words 
that  occur ;  and,  when  you  have  matter,  you  will  eafily  give  it  fornu  nor, 
perhaps,  will  this  method  be  always  neceffary  j  for,  by  habit,  your  thoughts, 
and  diftion  will  flow  together. 

"  The  compofition  of  fermons  is  not  very  difficult :  the  divifions  not  only 
help  the  memory  of  the  hearer,  but  direft  the  judgement  of  the  writer  -,  they 
fupply  fources  of  invention,  and  keep  every  part  in  its  proper  place. 

cc  What  I  like  leaft  in  your  letter  is  your  account  of  the  manners  of  your 
parifh  ;  from  which  I  gather,  that  it  has  been  long  neglefted  by  the  parfon* 
The  Dean  of  Carlifle 5,  who  was  then  a  little  reftor  in  Northampton{hire>< 
told  me,  that  it  might  be  difcerned  whether  or  no  there  was  a  clergyman 
refident  in  a  parifti,#  by  the  civil  or  favage  manner  of  the  people.  Such  a 
congregation  as  yours  (lands  in  much  need  of  reformation ;  and  I  would  not 
have  you  think  it  impoffible  to  reform  them.  A  very  favage  parifli  was 
civilifed  by  a  decayed  gentlewoman,  who  came  among  them  to  teach  a  petty 
fchool.  My  learned  friend  Dr.  Wheeler  of  Oxford,  when  he  was  a  young 
man,  had  the  care  of  a  neighbouring  parilh  for  fifteen  pounds  a  year,  which 
he  was  never  paid ;  but  he  counted  it  a  convenience  that  it  compelled  him  to 
make  a  fermon  weekly.  One  woman  he  could  not  bring  to  the  communion ; 
and,  when  he  reproved  or  exhorted  her,  fhe  only  anlwered,  that  flie  was  no 
itholar.     He  was  advifed  to.fet  fbme  good  woman  or  man  of  the  parilhj  a 

5  Dr.  Percy,  now  Eifliop  of  Dromore. 

little 
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tittle  wifcr  than  herfelf,  to  talk  to  her  in  language  level  to  her  mind.  Such  *78°- 
honeft,  I  may  call  them  holy  artifices,  muft  be  pradtifed  by  every  clergy-  ^atT^r! 
man ;  for  all  means  muft  be  tried  by  which  fouls  may  be  faved.  Talk  to 
your  people,  however,  as  much  as  you  can ;  and  you  will  find,  that  the  more 
frequendy  you  converfe  with  them  upon  religious  fubje&s,  the  more  willingly 
they  will  attend,  and  the  more  fubmiffively  they  will  learn.  A  clergyman's 
diligence  always  makes  him  venerable.  I  think  I  have  now  bnly  to  fay,  that 
in  die  momentous  work  you  have  undertaken,  I  pray  God  to  blefs  you.  I 
am,  Sir> 

c<  Your  moft  humble  fervant,- 

"  Bolt-court,  Adg.  3d,  1 780.  S  A  M.  JOHNS  ON." 

My  next  letters  to  hirti  were  of  dates  Auguft  24,  September  6,  and 
O&ober  i,  and  from  them  I  extract  the  following  paffages: 

cc  My  brother  David  and  I  find  the  long  indulged  fancy  of  our  comfortable 
meeting  again  at  Auchinleck,  fo  well  realifed,  that  it  in  fome  degree  con- 
firms the  pleafing  hope  of  0  !  praclaritm  dim !  in  a  future  ftate. 

<c  I  beg  that  you  may  never  again- harbour  a  fufpicion  of  my  indulging  a 
peevilh  humour^  or  playing  tricks;  you  will  recolleft,  that  when  I  confefled 
to  you;  that  when  I  had  once  been  intentionally  filent  to  try  your  regard, 
1  gave  you  my  word  and  honour  that  I  ihould  not  do  fo  again, 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  good  ftate  of  health;  I  pray  Gob  to  continue 
it  long.     I  have  often  faid,  that  I  would  willingly  have  ten  years  added  to 
my  life,  to  have  ten  taken  from  yours;  I  mean,,  that  I  would  be  ten  years- 
older,  to  have  you  ten  years  younger.     But  let  me  be  thankful  for  the  years 
during  which  I  have  enjoyed  your  friendfhip,  and  pleafe  myfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  enjoying  it  many  years  to  come  in   this  ftate  of  being,,  trufting* 
always*  that  in  another  ftate,  we  (hall  meet  never  to  be  feparated.     Of  this^ 
we  can  form  no  notion ;  but  the  thought,  though  indiftinft,  is  delightful,  when 
the  mind  is  calm  and  clear. 

"  The  riots  in  London  were  certainly  horrible;  but  you  give  me  no* 
account  of  your  own  fituation,  during  the  barbarous  anarchy.  A  defcription' 
of  it  by  Dr.  Johnson  would  be  a  great  painting6;  you  might  write  another 
*  London,-  a  Poem.' 

"  I  am  charmed  with  your  condefcending  affe&ionate  expreflion,.  <  let  us 
keep  each-  other's  kindnefs  by  all  the  means  in  our  power/  my  revered 
Friend  .^  how  elevating  is  it  to  my  mind,  diat  I  am  found  worthy  to  be  a 

f  I  had  not  then  feen  his  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale* 

4  companion 


'+ 
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17*0.  companion  to  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon!  All  that  you  have  faid  in  grateful 
Vl"^  J  praife  of  Mr.  Walrafley,  I  have  long  thought  of  you ;  but  we  are  both  Tories, 
which  has  a  very  general  influence  upon  our  fentiments.  I  hope^that  you 
-will  agree  to  meet  me  at  York,  about  the  end  of  this  month;  or  if  you 
will  come  to  Carlifle,  that  would  be  better  ftill,  in  cafe  the  Dean  be  there. 
Pleafe  to  conlider,.  that  to  keep  each  other's  kindtoefs,  we  fhould  every  year 
have  that  free  and  intimate  communication  of  mind  which  can  be  had  only 
when  we  are  together.  We  fhould  have  both  our  folemn  and  our  pleafant 
talk. 

<c  I  write  now  for  the  third  time,  to  tell  you  that  my  defire  for  our 
meeting  this  autumn,  is  much  increafed.  I  wrote  to  'Squire  Godfrey  Bofville, 
my  Yorkfhire  Chie£  that  I  fhould,  perhaps,  pay  him  a  vifit,  as  I  was  to 
hold  a  conference  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  York.  I  give  you  my  word  and 
honour  that  I  faid  not  a  word  of  his  inviting  you  s  but  he  wrote  to  me 
as  follows: 

c  I  need  not  tell  you  I  (hall  be  happy  to  fee  you  here  the  latter  end  of 
this  month,  as  you  propofej  and  I  fhall  likewife  be  in  hopes  that  you  will 
perfuade  Dr.  Johnfon  to  finifh  the  conference  here.  It  will  add  to  the  favour 
of  your  own  company,  if  you  prevail  upon  fuch  an  afiociate,  to  afllft  your 
obfervations.  I  have  often  been  entertained  with  his  writings,  and  I  once 
belonged  to  a  club  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  I  never  fpent  an  evening 
there,  but  I  heard  fomething  from  him  well  worth  remembering/ 

<c  We  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  good  comfortable  quarters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  York,  where  you  may  be  allured  we  (hall  be  heartily  welcome. 
I  pray  you  then  refolve  to  fet  out;  and  let  not  the  year  1780  be  a  blank  in 
our  fecial  calendar,  and  in  that  record  of  wiiclom  and  wit,  which  I  keep 
with  fo  much  diligence,  to  your  honour,  and  the  inftru&ion  and  delight  of 
others." 

Mr.  Thrale  had  now  another  conteft  for  the  reprefentation  in  parliament 
of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  and  Johnfon  kindly  lent  him. his  affiftance,  by 
writing  advertifements  and  letters  for  him.    I  fhall  infert  one,  as  a  fpecimen  :* 

€€  To  the  worthy  Electors  of  the  Borough  of  Southwark. 

€t  Gentlemen, 

"  A  new  Parliament  being  now  called,  I  again  fblkit  the  honour  of 
being  eleded  for  one  of  your  rejprefentatives,  and  folicit  it  with  the  greater 

3  confidence, 
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confidence,  as  I  am  not  confcious  of  having  neglefted  my  duly,  or  of  having     »76o« 
adted  otherwife  than  as  becomes  the  independent  reprefentative  of  independent  ^tetTrT 
conftituents,  fuperiour  to  fear,  hope,  and  expe&ation,  who  has  no  private 
purpofes  ta  promote,  and  whofe  profperity  is  involved  in  the  profperity  of 
his  country.    As  my  recovery  from  a  very  fevere  diftemper  is  not  yet  perfeft, 
I  have  declined  to  attend  the  Hall,  and  hope  an  omiflion  fo  neceflary  will 
not  be  harfhly  cenftired. 

"  J  can  only  fend  my  refpe&fol  wifhes,  that  all  your  deliberations  may 
tend  to  the  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  peace  of  the  borough.  I  am, 
Gentlemen, 

t€  Your  moft  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

«•  Sowhwark,  Sept.  5,  1 780.  H  E  N  R  Y  THRALE.W 

On  his  birth-day,  Johnlbn  has  this  note,  u  I  am  now  beginning  the 
ieventy-fecond  year  of  my  life,  with  more  ftrength  of  body,  and  greater 
vigour  of  mind,  thai*  I  think  is  common  at  that  age."  But  ftill  he  complains 
of  fleeplefs  nights  and  idle  days,  and  forgetfulnefs,  or  negledt  of  refolutions. 
He  thus  pathetically  expreffes  himfelf,  "  Surely  I  (hall  not  fpend  my  whole 
life  with  my  own  total  difapprobation  V 

Mr.  Macbean,  whom  I  have  mentioned  more  than  once,  as  one  of  Johnfon*s 
humble  friends,  a  deferving  but  unfortunate  man,  being  now  oppreffed  by 
age  and  poverty,  Johnfon  folicited  the  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  to  have 
him  admitted  into  the  Charter-houfe.  I  take  the  liberty  to  infert  his  Lord- 
fhip's  anfwer,  as  I  am  eager  to  embrace .  every  occafion  of  augmenting  the 
relpedtable  notion  which  fhould  ever  be  entertained  pf  my  illuftrious  friend  1 

* 
To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 

«  SlR  London,  Oa.  24,  1780. 

cc  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter,  dated  the  19th,  and 
returned  from  Bath. 

cc  In  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  I  placed  one  in  the  Chartreux,  without 
the  fan&ion  of  a  recommendation  fo  diftinft,  and  fo  authoritative  as  yours 
of  Macbean  j  and  I  am  afraid,  that  according  to  the  eftablifliment-of  the 
Houfe,  the  opportunity  of  making  the  charity  fo  good  amends  will  not  fboa 
recur.    But  whenever  a  vacancy  (hall  happen*  if  you'll  favour  me  with  notice 

7  Players  and  Meditation*,  p.  185* 
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1780,     of  :it,  I  will  try  to  recommend  him  to  the  place,  even  though  it  fhould  not 
JEttx.  71.  be  m7  tXLm  t0  nominate,    I  am,  Sir,  with  great  regard, 

cc  Your  moft  faithful 

"  And  obedient  fervant, 

"  T  HUE  LOW." 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

<c  Dear  Sir, 

"I  am  fony  to  write  you  a  letter  that  will  not  pleafe  you,  and 
yet  it  is  at  laft  what  I  refolve  to  do.  This  year  muft  pafs  without  an 
interview;  the  fummer  has  been  fooliftily  loft,  like  many,  other  of  my 
fummers  and  winters.  I  hardly  faw  a  green  field,  but  ftaid  in  town  to  work, 
without  working  much. 

"  Mr.  Thrale's  lofs  of  health  has  loft  him  the  eleftion;  he  is  now  going 
to  Brighthelmfton,  and  expefts  me  to  go  with  him,  and  how  long  I  fhall 
flay  I  cannot  tell.  I  do  not  much  like  the  place,  but  yet  I  fhall  go,  and  ftay 
while  my  ftay  is  defired.  We  muft,  therefore,  content  ourfelves  with  knowing 
what  we  know  as  well  as  man  can  know  the  mind  of  man,  that  we  love  one 
another,  and  that  we  wifli  each  other's  happinefs,  and  that  the  lapfe  of  a  year 
cannot  leflen  our  mutual  kindnefs. 

cc  I  was  pleafed  to  be  told  that  I  accufed  Mrs.  Bofwell  unjuftly,  in 
fuppofing  that  fhe  bears  me  ill-will.  I  love  you  fo  much,  that  I  would  be 
glad  to  love  all  that  love  you,  and  that  you  love  j  and  I  have  love  very  ready 
for  Mrs.  Bofwell,  if  fhe  thinks  it  worthy  of  acceptance.  I  hope  all  the  young 
ladies  and  gentlemen  are  well. 

"  I  take  a  great  liking  to  your  brother.  He  tells  me  that  his  father 
received  him  kindly,  but  not  fondly ;  however,  you  feem  to  have  lived  well 
^enough  at  Auchinleck,  while  you  ftaid.  Make  your  father  as  happy  as  you 
,can. 

"  You  lately  told  me  of  your  health :  I  can  tell  you  in  return,  that  my 
health  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  paft,  better  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years  before.  Perhaps  it  may  pleafe  God  to  give  us  fome  time  together 
Jbefore  we  are  parted,    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  moft  affectionately, 
"Oft.  17, 1780*  Sam.  Johnson." 

Being 
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Being  difappointed  in  my  hopes  of  meeting  Johnfon  this  year,  (6  that  I  *78°' 
xovld  hear  none  of  his  admirable  fayings,  I  Ihall  compenfate  for  this  want  by  jjfai7*x. 
inferting  a  collection  of  them,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Langton,  whofe  kind  communications  have  been  feparately  interwoven 
in  many  parts  of  this  work.  A  very  few  articles  cf  this  colle&ion  were 
committed  to  writing  by  himfel£  he  not  having  that  habit ;  which  he  regrets, 
and  which  thofe  who  know  the  numerous  opportunities  he  had  of  gathering 
the  rich  fruits  of  Johnfonian  wit  and  wifdom,  muft  ever  regret.  I  however 
found,  in  converfations  with  him,  that  a  good  ftorc  of  Johnfoniana  was  treafured 
in  his  mind  \  and  I  compared  it  to  Herculaneum,  or  fome  old  Roman  field, 
which,  when  dug,  fully  rewards  the  labour  employed.  The  authenticity  of 
every  article  is  unqueftipnable.  For  the  expreflion,  I,  who  wrote  them  down 
in  his  prefence,  am  partly  anfwerable. 

w  Theocritus  is  not  deferring  of  very  high  refpedt  as  a  writer ;  as  to  the 
paftoral  part,  Virgil  is  very  evidently  fuperiour.  He  wrote  when  there  had 
been  a  larger  influx  of  knowledge  into  the  world  than  when  Theocritus  lived. 
Theocritus  does  not  abound  in  defcription,  though  living  in  a  beautiful 
country :  the  manners  painted  are  coarfe  and  grofs.  Virgil  has  much  more  % 
defcription,  more  fentiment,  more  of  Nature,  and  more  of  art.  Some  of 
the  moft  excellent  parts  of  Theocritus  are,  where  Caftor  and  Pollux,  going 
with  the  other  Argonauts,  land  on  the  Bebrycian  coaft,  and  there  fall  into  a 
difpute  with  Amycus,  the  King  of  that  country ;  which  is  as  well  conducted 
as  Euripides  could  have  done  it ;  and  the  battle  is  well  related.  Afterwards 
they  carry  off  a  woman,  whofe  two  brothers  come  to  recover  her,  and 
expoftulate  with  Caftor  and  Pollux  on  their  injuftice  5  but  they  pay  no  regard 
to  the  brothers,  and  a  battle  enfues,  where  Caftor  and  his  brother  are 
triumphant.  Theocritus  feems  not  to  have  feen  that  the  brothers  have  the 
advantage  in  their  argument  over  his  Argonaut  heroes.— c  The  Sicilian  Goflips* 
is  a  piece  of  merit." 

cc  Callimachus  is  a  writer  of  little  excellence.  The  chief  thing  to  be 
learned  from  him  is  his  account  of  Rites  and  Mythology ;  which,  though 
defirable  to  be  known  for  the  fake  of  underftanding  other  parts  of  ancient 
authours,  is  the  leaft  pleafing  or  valuable  part  of  their  writings." 

<c  Mattaire's  account  of  the  Stephani  is  a  heavy  book.     He  feems  to  have 
been  a  puzzle-headed  man,  with  a  large  fhare  of  fcholarfhip,    but  with  little 
geometry  or  logick  in  his  head,  without  method,  and  poffeffed  of  litde  genius,  , 
He  wrote  Latin  verfes  from  time  to  time,  and  publifhed  a  fet  in  his  old  age, 

Vol.  II.  U  u  which 
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which  he  called  '-Senilia ;'  in  which  he  fhews  fo  little  learning  or  tafte  ia 
writing,  as  to. make  Carteret  a  daftyl.— In  matters  of  genealogy  it  is  neceflary 
to  give  the  bare  names  as  they  are  -,  but  in  poetry,  and  in  profe  of  any 
elegance  in  the  writing,  they  require  to  have  inflexion  given  to  them.' — His 
book  of  the  Diale&s  is  a  fad  heap  of  confufion ;  the  only  way  to  write  on 
them  is  to  tabulate  them  with  Notes,  added  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and. 
references." 

"  It  may  be  queftioned,  whether  there  is  not  fome  miftake  as  to  the- 
methods  of  employing  the  poor,  feemingly  on  a  fuppofition  that  there  is  a. 
certain  portion  of  work  left  undone  for  want  of  perfons  to  do  it  -,  but  if  that 
is  otherwife,  and  all  the  materials  we  have  are  adtually  worked  up,  or  all  tha 
manufaitures  we  can  ufe  or  difpofe  of  are  already  executed,  then  what  is  given 
to  the  poor,  who  are  to  be  fet  at  work,  mull  be  taken  from  fome  who  now 
have  it,  as  rime  muft  be  taken  for  learning,  according  to  Sir  William  Petty's 
obfervation  5  a  certain  part  of  thofe  very  materials  that,  as  it  is,  are  properly 
worked  up,  muft  be  fpoiled  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  novices.     We  may  apply 
Co  well-meaning,  but  misjudging  perfons  in  particular  of  this  nature,  what. 
Giannone  faid  to  a  monk,  who  wanted  what  he  called  to  convert  him  :  *  7#: 
Jes /onto  ma  *tu  nen  Jes  FiIqfofo.J—\t  is  an  unhappy  circumf&nce  that   one- 
might  give  away  five  hundred  pounds  in  a  year  to  thofe  that  importune  in  the 
ftreets,  and  not  do  any  good."  ' 

"There  is  nothing  more  likely  to  betray  a  man  into  abfiirdity  than* 
condefcenjion ;  when  he  feems  to-  foppofe  his  underftanding  too  powerful  for: 
his  company." 

"  Having  afked  Mr.  Langton  if  his  father  and  mother  had  fate  for  thetf 
pictures,  which  he  thought  it  right  for  each  generation  of  a  family  to  do,  and 
being  told  they  had  oppofed  it,  he  faid,  <  Sir,  among  the  infradtuofities  of 
the  human  mind,  I  know  not  if  it  may  not  be  one,  that  there  is  a  fuper- 
ftitious  reluftance  to  fit  for  a  pifture." 

"  John  Gilbert  Cooper  related,  that  foon  after  the  publication  of  his 
Diftionary,  Garrick  being  afked  by  Johnfon  what  people  faid  of  it,  told 
him,  that  among  other  animadverfions,  it  was  obje&ed  that  he  cited  authori- 
ties which  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  fuch  a  work,  and  mentioned  Richardfon. 
€  Nay,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  have  done  worfe  than  that :  I  have  cited  thee,  David." 

"  Talking  of  expence,  he  obferved,  with  what  munificence  a  great  mer- 
chant will  fpend  his  money,  both  from  his  having  it  at  command,  and  from 
his  enlarged  views  by  calculation  of  a  good  effect  upon  the  whole.  «  Whereas 

(faid 
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(ifaid  he)  you  will  hardly  ever  find  a  country  gendeman  who  is  not  a  good     *  78c' 
deal  difconcerted  at  an  unexpected  occafion  for  his  being  obliged  to  lay  out  #^.71. 
ten  pounds." 

cc  When  in  good  humour  he  would  talk  of  his  own  writings  with  a  won- 
derful franknefs  and  candour,  and  would  even  criticife  them  with  the  clofeft 
feverity.  One  day,  having  read  over  one  of  his  Ramblers,  Mr.  Langton 
aflced  him,  how  he  liked  that  paper;  he  fhook  his  head,  and  anfwered, 
c  too  wordy/  And  at  another  time,  when  one  was  reading  his  tragedy  of 
c  Irene/  to  a  company  at  a  houfe  in  the  country,  he  left  the  room ;  and 
ibmebody  having  afked  him  the  reafon  of  this,  he  replied,  r  Sir,  I  thought  it 
had  been  better." 

Talking  of  a  point  of  delicate  fcrupulofity  of  moral  conduft,  he  faid  to 
Mr.  Langton,  c  Men  of  harder  minds  than  ours  will  do  many  things  from 
which  you  and  I  would  fhrink j  yet,  Sir,  they  will,  perhaps,  do  more  good 
in  life  than  we.  But  let  us  try  to  help  one  another.  If  there  be  a.  wrong 
twift,  it  may  be  let  right.  It  is  not  probable  that  two  people  can  be  wrong 
the  lame  way." 

cc  Of  the  Preface  to  CapePs  Shakfpeare,  he  faid,  c If  the  man  would  have 
come  to  me,  I  would  have  endeavoured  to  *  endow  his  purpofes  with  words  / 
for,  as  it  is,  c  he  doth  gabble  monftroufly." 

«  He  related,  that  he  had  once  in  a  dream  a  conteft  of  wit  with  fome 
other  perfon,  and  that  he  was  very  much  mortified  by  imagining  that  his 
opponent  had  the  better  of  him.  c  Now  (&id  he)  one  may  mark  here  the 
effedt  of  fleep  in  weakening  the  power  of  refleftion ;  for  had  not  my  judge* 
ment  failed  me,  I  lhould  have  fecn,  that  the  wit  of  this  fuppofcd  antagoniftj 
by  whofe  liiperiority  I  felt  niyfelf  deprefled,  was  as  much  furnifhed  by  me, 
as  that  which  I  thought  I  had  been  uttering  in  my  own  chara&er." 

"  One  evening  in  company,  an  ingenious  and  learned  gentleman  read  a 
letter  of  compliment  to  him  from  one  of  the  Profeflbrs  of  a  foreign  Univerfity. 
Johnfbn,  .in  an  irritable  fit,  thinking  there  was  too  much  oftentation,  faid, 
4  I  never  receive  any  of  thefe  tributes  of  applaufe  from  abroad.  One  inftance 
I  recolleft  of  a  foreign  publication,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  V  illuftre 
Lockman." 

r  * 

"  Of  Sir  Jofhua.Reynolds  he  faid,  c  Sir,  I  know  no  man  who  has  pafled 
through  life  with  more  obfervation  than  Reynolds." 

"  He  repeated  to  Mr.  Langton,  with  great  energy,  in  the  Greek,  our 
Saviour's  gracious  expreffion  concerning  the  forgivenefs  of  Mary  Magdalen, 

U  u  2  '  H  nr* 
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c  Ef  *ir*c  <ry  vtruxt  vc  woptuoo  (if  ci^u?tiv«    Thy  faith  hath  faved  thee  j  go  ih-i 
peacQ8.'    He  faid, €  the  manner  of  this  difmiflioa  is  exceedingly  affe&ing." 

"  He  thus  defined  the  difference  between  phyfical  and  moral  truth  p- 
c  Phyfical  truth,  is,  when  you  teH  a  thing  as  it  a&ually  is.  Moral  truth,  is,, 
when  you  tell  a  thing  fincerely  and  precifely  as  it  appears  to  you.  I  fay  fudf* 
3  one  walked  acrofc  the  ftreet;  if  he  really  did  fo  I  told  a  phyfical  truth.*. 
If  I  thought  fo,  though  I  fhould  have  been  miftaken,  I  told  a  moral  truth." 

"Huggins,  the  tranflator  of  Ariofto,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  in  the 
early  part  of  his  literary  life,  had  a  difpute  concerning  that  poet,  of  .whom 
Mr.  Warton,  in  his  c  Obfervations  on  Spencer's  Fairy  Queen/  gave  fome* 
account,  which  Huggins  attempted  to  anfwer  with  violence,  and  faid,  f  I  wilt 
militate  no  longer  againft  his  nefcience?  Huggins  was  mailer  of  the  ftibjeft, . 
but  wanted  exprefiion.  Mr.  Warton's  knowledge  of  it  was  then  imperfe&,: 
but  his  manner  lively  and  elegant.  Johnfon  faid,  c It  appears  to  me,  that . 
Huggins  has  ball  without  powder,  and  Warton  powder  without  ball." 

"  Talking  of  the  Farce  of  *  High  Life  below  Stairs,'  he  faid;  *  Here  is 
a  Farce,  which  is  really  very  diverting  when  you  fee  it  adted  $  and  yet  one 
may  read  it,  and  not  know  that  one  has  been  reading  any  thing  at  all." 

"  He  ufed  at  one  time  to  go  occafionally  to  the  green-room  of  Drury-lane 
Theatre,  where  he  was  much  regarded  by  the  players,  and  was  very  eafy  and 
facetious  with  them.  He  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  Mrs.  Clive's  cornicle 
powers,  and   converfed .  more,  with  her  than  with  any   of  them.     He  (aid, 

*  Clive,  Sir,  is  a  good  thing  to  fit  by,  (he  always  underftands  what  you  fay.' 
And  (he  faid  of  him,  *  I  love  to  fit  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  always  entertains  mc.* , 
One  night,  when  c  The  Recruiting  Officer'  was  afted,  he  (aid  to  Mr.  Holland} 
who  had'  been  exprefling  an  apprehenfion  that  Dr.  Johnfon  would  difdain 
the  works  of  Farquhar  -,  c  No,  Sir,  I  think  Farquhar  a  man  whofe  writings 
have  confiderable  merit." 

"  His  friend  Garrick  was  fo  bufy  in  conducing  the  drama,  that  they 
could,  not  have  fo  much  intercourfe  as  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to  profefs  an  anxious 
wifh  that  there  fhould  be.  There  might  indeed  he  fbmetbing  in  the  con- 
temptuous  feverity  as  to  the  merit  of  afting,  which  his.  old  preceptor 
nouriflied  in  himfelf,  that  would  mortify  Garrick  after  the  great  applaufe 
which  he  received  from  the  audience.     For  though  Johnfon  faid  of  him, 

*  Sir,   a  man  who  has  a  nation  to  admire  him   every  night,  may  well  be 
cxpe&ed  to  be  fomewhat  elated  f  yet  he  would  treat  theatrical  matters  with  a 

•  kukc  viL  $o# 
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Krdicrou^  flight.     He  mentioned  one  evening,    €  I  met  David  coming  off     »7*°- 
the  ftage,  dreft  in  a  woman's  riding-hood,  when  he  adted  in  The  Wonder  j  jeJ2TI7! 
I  came  foil  upon  him,  and  I  believe  he  was  not  pleafed." 

<c  Once  he  afked  Tom  Davies,  whom  he  faw  dreft  in  a  fine  fuit  of  clothes, 
cAnd  what  art  diou  to-night?'  Tom  anfwered,  f  The  Thane  of  Rofs;' 
(which  it  will  be  recolledted  is  a  very  inconfiderable  chara&er).  c  O  brave !' 
faid  Johnfon*" 

€€  Of  Mr.  Longley,  at  Rochefter,  a  gentleman  of  very  confiderable  learning, 
whom  Dr.  Johnfon  met  there,  he  faid,  f  My  heart  warms  towards  him. 
I  was  furprized  to  find  in  him  fuch  a  nice  acquaintance  with  the  metre  in  the 
teamed  languages  j  though  I  was  fomewhat  mortified  that  I  had  it  not  fo 
much  to  myfelf,  as  I  fhould  have  thought." 

Cc  Talking  of  the  minutenefs  with  which  people  will  record  the  fayings  of 
eminent  perfons,  a  ftory  was  told,  that  when  Pope  was  on  a  vifit  to  Spcnce 
at  Oxford;  as  they  looked  from  the  window  they  faw  a  Gendeman  Commoner,  . 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  riding,  amufing  himfelf  with  whipping  at  a  poft. 
Pope  took  occafion  to  fay,  c  That  young  gentleman  feems  to  have  litde  to 
do.'  Mr.  Beauclerk  obferved,  «  Then,  to  be  furc,  Spence  turned  round  and 
.wrote  that  down ;'  and  went  on  to.  fay  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  €  Pope,  Sir,  would 
have  faid  the  fame  of  you,  if  he  had  feen  you  diftilling/  Johnson.  c  Sir, 
if  Pope  had  told  me  of  my  diftilling,  J  would  have  told  him  of  his 
grotto." 

"  He  would  -allow-  no  fctded  indulgence  of  idlenefs  upon  principle,  and 
always  repelled  every  attempt  to  urge  excufes  for  it. .  A  friend  one  day  fug- 
gefted,  that  jt  was  not  wholefome  to  ftudy  foon  after  dinner.  Johnson. 
€  Ah,  Sir,  don't  give  way  to  fuch  a  fancy.  At  Tone  time  of  my  life  I  had 
taken  it  into  my  head  that  it  was  not  wholefome  to  ftudy  between  breakfaft  . 
and  dinner." 

«  Mr.  Beauclerk  one  day  repeated  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  Pope's  lines,  , 

c  Let  modeft  Fofter,  if  he  will,  excel 
c  Ten  metropolitans  in  preaching  well :' . 

Then  afked  the  Doftor,  <  Why  did  Pope  fay  this?'    Johnson.  c  Sir,  he- 
hoped  it  would  vex  fohiebody." 

u  Dr.  Goldfmith,  upon  occafion  of  Mrs.  Lennox's  bringing  out  a  play,  , 
faid  to  Dr.  Johnfon  at  the  Club,  that  a  perfon  had  advifed  him  to  go  and  hifs 
it,   becaufe  fhe  had  attacked  Shakfpeare  in  her  book  called  c  Shakfpeare 

Illuftrated/ .' 
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Illuftrated.'  Johnson.  c  And  did  not  you  tell  him  that  he  wus  a  rafcal?f 
Goldsmith,  c  No,  Sir,  I  did  not.  Perhaps  he  might  not  mean  what  he 
faid/  Johnson.  c  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  lied  it  is  a  different  thing/  Ctiiman 
flily  faid,  (but  it  is  believed  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  hear  him,)  c  Then  the 
proper  expreffion  fliould  have  been,— Sir,  if  you  don't  liej  you're  a 
rafcal/' 

"  His  aflfe&ion  for  Topham  Beauclefk  was  fo  great,  that  when  Beauclerk 
was  labouring  under  that  fevere  illnefs  whidh  at  laft  occafioned  his  death, 
Johnfon  faid,  (with  a  voice  faultering  with  emotion,)  c  Sir,  I  Would  walk  to 
the  extent  of  the  diameter  of  the  earth  to  fave  Beauclerk." 

"  One  night  at  the  Club  he  produced  a  tranflation  of  an  Epitaph  which 
Lord  Elibank  had  written  in  Englifh,  for  his  Lady,  and  requefted  of  Johnfon 
to  turn  into  Latin  for  him.  Having  read  Domina  de  North  et  Gray,  he  faid 
to  Dyer,  c  You  fee,  Sir,  what  barbarifms  we  are  compelled  to  make  ufe 
of,  when  modern  titles  are  to  be  (pecifically  mentioned  in  Latin  infcriptions/ 
When  he  had  read  it  once  aloud,  and  there  had  been  a  general  approbation 
expreflcd  by  the  company,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  Mr.  Dyer  in  particular, 
and  faid,  c  Sir,  I  beg  to  havtyour  judgement,  for  I  know  your  nicety/ 
Dyer  then  very  properly  defired'  to  read  it  over  again  5  which,  having  done, 
he  pointed  out  an  incongruity  in  one  of  the  fentences.  Johnfon  immediately 
affented  to  the  obfervation,  and  laid,  c  Sir,  this  is  owing  to  an  alteration  of  a 
part  of  the  fontence,  from  the  form  in  which  I  had  firft  written  it ;  and  I 
tbdieve,  Sir,  you  may  have  remarked,  that  it  is  a  very  frequent  caufe  of 
crrour  in  compofition,  when  one  has  made  a  partial  change,  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  general  ftruihire  of  the  fentence." 

"  Johnfon  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Doffie,  authour  of  a  treatife  on 
Agriculture ;  and  laid  of  him,  *  Sir,  of  the  objects  which  the  Society  of 
Arts  have  chiefly  in  view,  the  chymical  effedts  of1  bodies  operating  upon  other 
bodies,  he  knows  more  than  almoft  any  man/  Johnfon,  in  order  to  give 
Mr.  Dofiie  his  vote  to  be  a  member  of  this  Society,  paid  up  an  arrear  which 
had  run  on  for  two  years.  Onthis  occafion  he  mentioned  a  circumftance,  as 
'chara&eriftick  of  the  Scotch,  <  One  of  that  nation,  (faid  he,)  who  had  been 
.a  candidate,  againft  whom  I  had  voted,  came  up  to  me  with  a  civil  faluta- 
tion.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  their  way.  An  Englifhman  would  have  ftomached 
it,  and  been  fulky,  and  never  have  taken  further  notice  of  you:  but  a 
Scotchman,  Sir,  though  you  vote  nineteen  times  againft  him,  will  accoft 
you  with  equal  complaifance  after  each  time,  and  the  twentieth  time,  Sir, 
Jie  will  get  your  vote." 

■*  Talking 
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"  Talking  on  the  fubjeft  of  toleration,  one  day  when  fome  friends  were  *78°* 
with  him  in  his  ftudy,  he  made  his  ufual  remark,  that  the  State  has  a  right  ^tat*  77. 
to  regulate  the  religion  of  the  people,  who  are  the  children  of  the  State. 
A  clergyman  having  readily  acquiefced  in  this,  Johnfon,  who  loved  difcuflion, 
obferved,  c  But,  Sir,  you  muft  go  round  to  other  States  than  our  own.  You 
do  not  know  what  a  Bramin  has  to  fay  for  himfclf.  In  fhort,  Sir,  I  have 
got  no  farther  than  this.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  utter  what  he  thinks 
truth,  and.  every  other  man  has  a  right  to  knock  him  down  for  it.  Martyr- 
dom is  the  teft." 

<c  A  man,  he  obferved,  fhould  begin  to  write  foon ;  for,  if  he  waits  till 
his  judgement  is  matured,  his  inability,  through  want  of  pradtice  to  exprefe 
his  conceptions,  will  make  the  difproportion  fo  great  between  what  he  fees* 
and  what  he  can  attain,  that  he  will  probably  be  difcouraged  from  writing 
at  all;  As  a  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  remark,  we  may  inftance  what  is 
related  of  the  great  Lord  Granville ;  that  after  he  had  written  his  letter,  giving 
an  account  of  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  %  he  faid,  c  Here  is  a  letter, .  exprefied : 
in  terms  not  good  enough  for  a  tallow-chandler  to  have  ufed." 

"Talking  of  a  Court-martial  that  was  fitting  upon  a  very*  momentous 
publick  occafion,  he  exprefled  much  doubt  of  an  enlightened  decifion ;  and 
iaid,  that  perhaps  there  was  not  a  member. of  it,  who  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  had  ever  fpent  an  hour  by  himfelf  in  balancing  probabilities." 

cc  Goldfmith  one  day  brought  to  the  Club  a. printed  Ode,  .which  he,  with 
others,  had  been  hearing  read  by  its  authour  in  a  public k  room,  at  the  rate 
of  five  (hillings  each  for  admiffion.  One  of  the  company  having  read  it 
aloud, .  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  €  Bolder  words,  and  more .  timorous  meaning,,  I 
think  never  were  brought  together/' 

cc  Talking  of  Gray's  Odes,  he  faid,  '  They  are  forced  plants,  raifed  in  a 
hot-bed ;  and  they  are  poor  plants ;  they  are  but  cucumbers  after  all/    A  . 
gendeman  prefent,  who  had  been  running  down  Ode-writing  in  general,  as  a 
bad  fpecies  of  poetry,  unluckily  faid,  c  -Had  they  been  literally  cucumbers, , 
they  had  heen  better  things  than  Odes/ — c  Yes,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  for 
a  bog." 

cc  His  diftinftion  of  the  different  degrees  of  .attainment  of  learning  was  thus- 
marked  upon  two  occafions. .  Of  Queen  Elizabeth  he  faid,  €  She  had  learn- 
ing enough  to  have  given  dignity  to  a  Bifhop  •/  and  of  Mr.  Thomas  Davies 
toe  faid,  c  Sir,  Davies  has  learning  enough  to  give  credit  to  a  clergyman." 

"  He  ufed  to  quote,  with  great  warmth,  the  faying  of  Ariftode*  recorded 
by  Diogenes  Laertius }  that  there  was.  the  fame  difference  between  one  learned 
and  unlearned,  as  between  the  living  and  the  dead/* 

1  "  It 
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1780.  •*"  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  he  retained  in  his  memory  very  flight  '*n3 
%m^fm  ,mJ .  trivial,  as  well  as  important  things.  As-an  inftance  of  this,  it  feems  that  an 
inferiour  domeftick  of  the  Duke  of.  Leeds  had  attempted  to  celebrate  his 
Grace's  marriage  in  fuch  homely  rhymes  as  he  could  make*  and  this  curimis 
compofition  having  been  fung  to  Dr.  Johnfon  he  got  it  by  heart,  and 
ufed  to  repeat  it  in  a  very  pleafant  manner.  Two  of  the  ftansas  were 
thefe : 

€  When  the  Duke  of  Leeds  {hall  married  be 

c  To  a*fine  young  lady  of  high  quality, 

f  How  happy  will  that  gendewoman  be 

x  In  his  Grace  of  Leeds's  good  company.  .  .   I 

■ 

€  She  fhall  have  all  that's  fine  and  fair, 

•€  And  the  beft  of  filk  and  fattin  (hall  wear  5 

c  And  ride  in  a  coach  to  take  the  air, 

*  And  have  a  houfe  an  St.  James's-iquare/ 

* 

'To  hear  a  man,  of  the  weight  and  dignity  of  Johnfon,  repeating  fuch 
humble  attempts  at  poetry,  had  a  very  amufing  effect  He,  however, 
ierioufly  obferved  of  the  laft  ftanza,  that  it  nearly  comprized  all  the  advan- 
tages that  wealth  can  give. 

<c  An  eminent  foreigner,  when  he  was  fhewn  the  Britifh  Mufcum,  was 
very  troublefome  with  many  abfurd  inquiries.  €  Now  there,  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
is  the  difference  between  an  Englifhman  and  a  Frenchman.  A  Frenchman 
muft  be  always  talking,  whether  he  knows  any  thing  of  the  matter  or  not : 
an  Engliftiman  is  content.to  fay  nothing,  when  he  has  nothing  to  fay." 

<f  His  unjuft  contempt  for  foreigners  was,  indeed,  extreme.  One  evening, 
at  Old  Slaughter's  coffee-houfe,  when  a  number  of  them  were  talking  loud 
about  little  matters,  he  faid,  c  Does  not  this  confirm  old  MeynelTs  obferva- 
tion — For  any  thing  I  fee,  foreigners  are  fools." 

"  He  faid,  that  once,  when  he  had  a  violent  tooth-ache,  a  Frenchman 
accofted  him  thus :  Ab>  MonJieury  vous  etudiez  trop" 

€i  Having  fpent  an  evening  at  Mr.  Langton's,  with  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Parr,  he  was  much  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of  that  learned  gendeman ; 
and,  after  he  was  gone,  faid  to  Mr.  Langton,  €  Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
having  afked  me  this  evening.  Parr  is  a  fair  man.  I  do  not  know  when 
I  have  had  .an  occafion  of  fuch  free  controverfy.    It  is  remarkable  how  much 
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of  a  man's  fife  may  pals  without  meeting  with  any  inftance  of  this  kind  of 
open  difcuflion." 

<c  We  may  fairly  inftitote  a  criticifm  between  Shakfpeare  and  Corneille,  as 
they  both  had,  though  in  a  different  degree,  the  lights  of  a  latter  age.  It  is 
not  fo' juft  between  the  Greek  dramatick  writers  and  Shakfpeare.  It  may  be 
replied  to  what  is  faid  by  one  of  the  remarkerson  Shakfpeare,  that  though 
Darius's  (hade  had  prefcience,  it  does  not  neceffarily  follow  that  he  had  all 
paji  particulars  revealed  to  him." 

"  Spanilh  plays,  being  wildly  and  improbably  farcical,  would  pleafe 
children  here,  as  children  are  entertained  with  ftories  full  of  prodigies  j  their 
experience  not  being  fufficient  to  caufe  them  to  be  fo  readily  ftartled  at 
deviations  from  the  natural  courlc  of  life.  The  machinery  of  the  Pagans  is 
uninterefting  to  us :  when  a  Goddefs  appears  in  Homer  or  Virgil,  we  grow 
weary ;  (till  more  fo  in  the  Grecian  tragedies,  as  in  that  kind  of  compofition 
a  Dearer  approach  to  Nature  is  intended.  Yet  there  are  good  reafons  for 
reading  romances  5  as  the  fertility  of  invention,  the  beauty  of  ftyle,  and 
cxpreflion,  the  curiofity  of  feeing  with  what  kind  of  performances  the  age 
and  country  in  which  they  were  written  was  delighted  :  for  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  at  the  time  when  very  wild  improbable  tales  were  well  received, 
the  people  were  in  a  barbarous  ftate,  and  fo  on  the  footing  of  children,  as  has 
been  explained." 

cc  It  is  evident  enough  that  no  one  who  writes  now  can  ufe  the  Pagan 
deities  and  mythology;  the  only  machinery,  therefore,,  feems  that  of  miniftring 
Ipirits,  the  ghofts  of  the  departed,  witches,  and  fairies,  though  theft  latter,  as 
the  vulgar  fuperftition  concerning  them  (which,  while  in  its  force,  infefted  at 
leaft  the  imagination  of  thofe  that  had  more  advantage  in  education,  and  only 
their  reafon  fet  them  free  from  it,)  is  every  day  wearing  out,  feem  likely 
to  be  of  little  further  afliftance  in  the  machinery  of  poetry.  As  I  recolledt 
Hammond  introduces  a  hag  or  witch  into  one  of  his  love  elegies,  where  the 
effect  is  unmeaning  and  difgufting." 

cc  The  man  who  ufes  his  talent  of  ridicule  in  creating  or  grofsly  exag- 
gerating the  inftances  he  gives,  who  imputes  abfurdities  that  did  not  happen, 
or  when  a  man  was  a  little  ridiculous,  defcribes  him  as  having  been  very 
much  fo,  abufes  his  talents  greatly.  The  great  ufe  of  delineating  abfurdities 
is,  that  we  may  know  how  far  human  folly  can  go;  the  account,  there- 
fore, ought  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  be  faithful.  A  certain  character  (naming 
the  perlbn)  as  to  the  general  caft  of  it,  is  well  defcribed  by  Garrick,  but  a 
great  deal  of  the  phrafeology  he  ufes  in  it,  is  quite  his  own,  particularly  in 
Vol.  II.  X  x  th« 
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the  proverbial  companions,  c  obftinate  as  a  pig/  &c.  but  I  don't  know 
whether  it  might  not  be  true  of  him,  that  from  a  too  great  eagernefs  for 
praife  and  popularity,  and  a  politenefs  carried  to  a>  ridiculous  excefs,  he  was 
likely,  after  afferting  a  thing  in  general,  to  give  it  up  again  in  parts.  For 
inftance,  if  he  had  .faid  Reynolds  was  the  firft  of  painters,  he  was  capable 
enough  of  giving  up,  as  objeftions  might  happen  to  be  feverally  made*  firftr, 
his  outline— *then  the  grace  in  form— then  the  colouring— and  laftly,  to  have 
owned  that  he  was  fuch  a  mannerift,  that  the  difpofition  of  his  piftures  was 

all  alike." 

•  "  For  hofpitality,  as  formerly  pra&ifed,  there  is  no  longer  the  fame  reafon  > 
heretofore  the  poorer  people  were  more  numerous,  and  from  want  of 
commerce,  their  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  more  difficult ;  therefore  the 
fupporting  them  was  an  aft  of  great  benevolence  \  now  that  the  poor  can  find 
maintenance  for  themfelves  and  their  labour  is  wanted,  a  general  undifcerning 
hofpitality  tends  to  ill,  by  withdrawing  them  from  their  work  to  idlenefs  and 
drunkennefs.  Then  formerly  rents  were  received  in  kind,  fb  that  there  was 
a  great  abundance  of  provifions  in  pofieffion  of  the  owners  of  the  lands,  which 
fince  the  plenty  of  money  afforded  by  commerce  is  no  longer  the  cafe." 

"  Hofpitality  to  ftrangers  and  foreigners  in  our  country  is  now  almoft  at  an 
end,  fince  from  the  increafe  of  them  that  come  to  us,  there  have  been  a^ 
fufficient  number  of  people  that  have  found  an  intereft  in  providing  inns  and 
proper  accommodations,  which  is  in  general  a  more  expedient  method  for  the 
entertainment  of  travellers.  Where  the  travellers  and  ftrangers  are  few,  more 
of  that  hofpitality  fubfifts,  as  it  has  not  been  worth  while  to  provide  places  of 
accommodation.  In  Ireland  there  is  ftill  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  in  fome 
degree ;  in  Hungary  and  Poland  probably  more." 

"  Colman,  in  a  note  on  his  tranflation  of  Terence,  talking  of  Shakfpearer& 
learning,  alks,  c  What  fays  Farmer  to  this  ? — What  fays  Johnfon  ?'  Upon 
this  he  obferved,  c  Sir,  let  Farmer  anfwer  for  himfelf :  /  never  engaged  in 
this  controverfy.  I  always  faid,  Shakfpeare  had  Latin  enough  to  grammatti- 
cife  his  Englifh." 

"  A  clergyman,  whom  he  charafterifed  as  one  who  loved  to  fay  little 
oddities,  was  affefting  one  day,  at  a  Bifhop's  table,  a  fort  of  flynefs  and 
freedom  not  in  charafter,  and  repeated,  as  if  part  of  c  The  Old  Man's  Wifh/ 
a  fong  by  Dr.  Walter  Pope,  a  verfe  bordering  on  licentioufnefs.  Johnfon 
rebuked  him  in  the  fineft  manner,  by  firft  fhewing  him  that  he  did  not  know 
the  paflage  he  was  aiming  at,  and  thus  humbling  him :  c  Sir,  that  is  not  die 
fong :  it  is  thus/  And  he  gave  it  right.  Then  looking  ftedfaftly  on  him, 
i  f  Sir, 
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c  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  that  fong  which  I  fliould  wifli  to  exemplify  in  my      *78°. 
own  life :  M^Fj?. 

c  May  I  govern  my  paflions  with  abfolute  fway/ 

te  Being  alked  if  Barnes  knew  a  good  deal  of  Greek,  he  anfwered,  c  I 
doubt,  Sir,  he  was  unoculus  inter  cacos" 

cf  He  ufed  frequently  to  obferve,  that  men  might  be  very  eminent  in  a 
profeflion,  without  our  perceiving  any  particular  power  of  mind  in  them  in 
converfation.  c  It  feems  ftrange  (faid  he,)  that  a  man  fliould  fee  fo  far  to 
the  right,  who  fees  fo  fhort  a  way  to  the  left.  Burke  is  the  only  man 
whofe  common  converfation  correlponds  with  the  general  fame  which  he 
had  in  the  world.  Take  up  whatever  topick  you  pleafe,  he  is  ready  to 
meet  you." 

"  A  gendeman,  by  no  means  deficient  in  literature,  having  difcovered  lefs 
acquaintance  with  one  of  the  Claflicks  than  Johnfon  expefted,  when  the 
gendeman  left  the  room  he  obferved,  €  You  fee,  now,  how  little  any  body 
reads/  Mr.  Langton  happening  to  mention  his  having  read  a  good  deal  in 
Clinardus's  Greek  Grammar,  «  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  who  is  there  in  this 
town  who  knows  any  thing  of  Clinardus  but  you  and  I  ?'  And  upon  Mr. 
Langton's  mentioning  that  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  learn  by  heart  the  Epiftle 
of  St.  Bafil,  which  is  given  in  that  Grammar  as  a  praxis,  €  Sir,  (laid  he,)  I 
never  made  fuch  an  effort  to  attain  Greek/* 

«  Of  Dodfley's  €  Publick  Virtue :  a  Poem/  he  faid,  c  It  was  fine  blank  ; 
^meaning  to  exprefs  his  ufual  contempt  for  blank  verfe):  however,  this 
miferable  poem  did  not  fell,  and  my  poor  friend  Doddy  faid,  Publick  Virtue 
was  not  a  fubjeft  to  intereft  the  age/* 

«  Mr.  Langton,  when  a  very  young  man,  read  Dodfley's  r  Cleone :  a 
Tragedy/  to  him,  not  aware  of  his  extreme  impatience  to  be  read  to.  As 
it  went  on  he  turned  his  face  to  the  back  of  his  chair,  and  put  himfelf  into 
various  attitudes,  which  marked  his  uneafinefs.  At  the  end  of  an  aft,  how- 
ever, he  faid,  c  Come  let's  have  fome  more,  let's  go  into  the  flaughter-houfc 
again,  Lanky.  But  I  am  afraid  there  is  more  blood  than  brains/  Yet  he 
afterwards  laid,  c  When  I  heard  you  read  it,  I  thought  higher  of  its  power  of 
language.  When  I  read  it  myfelf,  I  was  more  fenfible  of  its  pathetick  effeft,' 
and  then  paid  it  a  compliment  which  many  will  think  very  extravagant.  (  Sir, 
{faid  he,)  if  Otway  had  written  this  play,  no  other  of  his  pieces  would  have 
been  remembered/     Dodfley  himfelf,  upon  this  being  repeated  to  him,  faid, 
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c  It  was  too  much:'  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  Johnfon  always  appeared 
not  to  be  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  merit  of  Otway." 

"  Snatches  of  reading  (faid  he)  will  not  make  a  Bentley  or  a  Clarke. 
They  are,  however,  in  a  certain  degree  advantageous.  I  would  put  a  child 
into  a  library  (where  no  unfit  books  are)  and  let  him  read  at  his  Choice. 
A  child  fhould  not  be  difcouraged  from  reading  any  thing  that  he  takes  4 
liking  to,  from  a  notion  that  it  is  above  his  reach.  If  that  be  the  cafe,  the 
child  will  foon  find  it  out  and  defift ;  if  not,  he  of  courfe  gains  the  inftru&ion; 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  likely  to  come,  from  the  inclination  with  which  he 
takes  up  the  ftudy." 

"  Though  he  ufed  to  eenfure  carelcflhefs  with-  great  vehemence,  he  owned, 
that  he  once,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  locking  up  five  guineas,  hid  them,  he 
forgot  where,  fo  that  he  could  not  find  them." 

€C  A  gentleman  who  introduced  his  brother  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  was  earneft  to 
recommend  him  to  the  Doctor's  notice,  which  he  did  by  faying,  f  When 
we  have  fat  together  fome  time,  you'll  find  my  brother  grow  very  enter- 
taining.'— €  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  can  wait." 

c<  When  the  rumour  was  ftrong  that  we  fhould  have  a  war,  becaufe 
the  French  would  afiift  the  Americans ;  he  rebuked  a  friend  with  fome 
afperity  for  fuppofing  it,  faying,  c  No,  Sir,  national  faith  is  not  yet  funk  fo  low." 

"  .In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  order  to  fatisfy  himfelf  whether  his 
mental  faculties  were  impaired,,  he  refolved  that  he  would  try  to  learn  a  new 
language,  and  fixed  upon  the  Low  t)utch,  for  that  purpofe,  and  this  he  con- 
tinued till  he  had  read  about  one  half  of  *  Thomas  aKempisj'  iand  finding 
that  there  appeared  no*  abatement  of  his  power  of  acquifition,  he  then  defifted, 
as  thinking  the  experiment  had  been  duely  tried.  Mr.  Burke  juftly  obfervcd, 
that  this  was  not  the  mpft  vigorous  trial,  Low  Dutch  being  a  language  fo  near 
to  our  own  i  had  it  been  one  of  tne  languages  entirely  different,  he  might 
have  been  very  foon  fatisfied." 

"  Mr.  Langton  and  he  having  gone  to  fee  a  Freemafon's  funeral  procefilon, 
when  they  were  at  Rochefter,  and  fome  fokmn  mufick  being  played  on 
French-horns,  he  faid,  c  This  is  the .  firfl:  time  that  I  have  ever  been 
affe&ed  by  mufical  founds :'  adding,  « that  the  impreflion  made  upon  him  was 
of  a  melancholy  kind.*  Mr.  Lahgton  laying,  that  this  effe&  was  a  fine  one. 
Johnson.  •.  Yes,  if  it  foftens  the  mind  fo  as  to  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of 
falutary  feelings*  it  may  be  good.  But  inafipuch  as  it  is  melancholy  perfe,  it 
is  bad/' 

6  u  Goldfmitk 
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*  Goklfaiith  had  long  a  vifionary  project,  that  fome  time  or  other  when  *78°- 
his  circumftanees  (hould  be  eafier,  he  would  go  to  Aleppo,  in  order  to  acquire  jEtatT-T.- 
a  knowledge  as  far  as  might  be,  of  any  arts  peculiar  to  the  Eaft,  and  introduce 
diem  into  Britain.  When  this  was  talked  of  in'  Dr.  Johofon's  company, 
he  faid,  c  Of  all  men  Goldfmith  is  the  moft  unfit  to  go  out  upon  fuch  an 
inquiry,  for  he  is  utterly  ignorant  of  fuch  arts  as  we  already  poflefs,  and 
confequently  could  not  know  what  would  be  acceffions  to  our  prefcnt  ftock  of 
mechanical  knowledge.  Sir,  he  would  bring  home  a  grinding-barrow,  which 
£pu  fee  in  every  ftreet  in  London,  and  think  that  he  had  furnifhed  a  wonderful 
improvement." 

"  Greek,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  like  lace*  every  man  gets  as  much  of  it  as  . 
he  can." 

cc  When  Lord  Charles  Hay,  after  his  return. from  America*;  was  preparing 
his  defence  to  be  offered  to  the  Court-Martial  which  he*  h^d  demanded, 
having  heard  Mr.  Langton  as  high  in  expreffious  of  admiration  of  Johnfon* 
as  he  ufoally  was,  he.requefted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  might  be  introduced  to 
him;  and  Mr.  Langton  having  mentioned  it  to  Johnfon,  he  very  kindly  and 
readily  agreed  j  and  being  prefented  to  his  Lordfhip,  while  under  arreft,  by  # 
Mr.  Langton,  he  faw  him  feveral  times  j  upon  one  of  which'  occafions.  Lord 
Charles  read  to  him  what  he. had  prepared,  which  Johnfon  figpified  his  appro- 
bation of,  faying,  c  It  is  a  very  good  foldjerly  defence.'  Johnfon  faid,  that  he 
had  advifed  his  Lordfhip,  that  as  it  was  in  vain  to  contend  with  thofe  who 
were  in  poffeflion  of  power,  %  if  they  would  offer  him  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
General,  and  a  government,  it  would  be  better  judged  to  defift  from  urging 
his   complaints.     It  is  well  known  that  his  Lordfhip .  died  before  the  trial  . 


came  on." 


re 


Johnfon  one  day  gave  bi^h  praife  to  Dri  Bentley's  verfes*  in  Dodfley's 
Collection,  which  he  recited  with  his.  ufual  energy.     Dr.  Adam  Smith,  who 

was 

9  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of  Cowley,  faya,  that  tbefe  aie- "  the  only  Englifh  verfea  which 
Scntky  it  known  to  have  written."  I  (hall  here  infer*  them,  and  hope  my  readers  will  apply  them, 

u  Who  drives  to  mount  PamiuTus'  hill, . 

"  And  thence  poetick  kwrcls  bring,   .  » 

f '  Mail  firft  acquire  due  force  and  flcijl, 

"  Muft  fly  with  fwan's  or  eagle's  wing,  ... 

"  Who  Nature's  treafures  would  explore, 

"  Her  myfterie*  and  arcana  know ; 
•*  Muft  high  as  lofty  Newton  foar, 

"  Muft  ftoop  as  delving  Woodward  low,  -  ' 

'   •  «  Who 
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was  prefent,  obfcrved  in  his  decifive  profefforial  manner,  €  Very  well — Very 
jEa^'"!^"  well.'  Johnfon  however  added,  s  Yes,  they  are  very  well,  Sir,  but  you  may 
obferve  in  what  manner  they  are  well.  They  are  the  forcible  verfes  of  a  man 
of  a  ftrong  mind,  but  not  accuftomed  to  write  vtrfe  j  for  there  is  fbme 
uncouthnels  in  the  expreflion." 

.  cc  Drinking  tea  one  day  at  Garrick's  with  Mr.  Langton,  he  was  queftioned 
if  he  was  not  fbmewhat  of  a  hererick  as  to  Shakfpeare,  laid  Garrick,  c  I 
doubt  he  is  a  litde  of  an  infidel.'*— c  Sir  (faid  Johnfon,)  I  will  ftand  by  the 
lines  I  have  written  on  Shakfpeare,  in  my  Prologue  at  the  opening  of  your 
Theatre.'    Mr.  Langton  fuggefted,  that  in  the  line 

f  And  panting  Time  toU'd  after  him  in  vain/ 

Johnfon  might  have  had  in  his  eye  the  paflage  in  the  *  Temped,*  where 
Profpero  fays  of  Miranda,  ^ 


c  ■  She  will  outftrip  all  praife, 

*  And  make  it  halt  behind  her/ 

"  Who  ftudies  ancient  laws  and  rites, 
4f  Tongues,  arts,  and  arms,  and  hiftory ; 

«*  Muft  drudge,  like  Seldon,  days  and  nights, 
"  And  in  the  endkfs  labour  die. 

4 

♦*  Who  travels  in  religious  jars, 

44  (Truth  mixt  with  errour,  (hades  with  xays) ; 
<c  Like  Whifton,  wanting  pyx  or  liars, 

€*  In  ocean  wide,  of  finks  or  drays. 

**  But  grant  our  hero's  hope,  long  toil 
"  And  comprehenfive  genius  crown, 

<l  All  fciences,  all  arts  his  fpoil, 
4€  Yet  what  reward,  or  what  renown? 

**  Envy,  innate  in  vulgar  fouls, 

"  Envy  Heps  in  and  flops  his  rife, 
€€  Envy  with  poifon'd  taxnifh  fouls 

"  His  hiftre'and  his  worth  decries. 

*'  He  lives  inglorious  or  in  want, 

"  To  College  and  old  books  confin'd  ; 

"  Inftead  of  learn'd  he's  call'd  pedant, 
€S  Dunces  advane'd,  he's  left  behind  : 

Ci  Yet  left  content  a  genuine  Stoick  he, 

44  Great  without  patron,  rich  without  South  Sea," 


Johnfoft 
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Johnfon  (aid  nothing.     Garrick  then  ventured  to  obferve,  c  I  do  not  think      *780- 
that    the  happieft  line  in  the  praife  of  Shakfpeare/      Johnfon  exclaimed  ^latr,    ~' 
(fmiHng)  c  Profaical  rogues  j    next  time  I  write,  Til  make  both  time  and 
fpacc  pant1/ 

cc  It  is  well  known  that  there  was  formerly  a  rude  cuftom  for  thofe  who  were 
failing  upon  the  Thames,  to  accoft  each  other  as  they  pafled  in  the  moft  abufive 
language  they  could  invent,  generally,  however  with  as  much  fatirical  humour 
as  they  were  capable  of  producing.  Addifon  gives  a  fpecimen  of  this 
ribaldry,  in  Number  383  of  c  The  Spedtator/  when  Sir  Roger  de  "Coverley 
and  he  are  going  to  Spring-garden.  Johnfon  was  once  eminently  fuccefsful 
in  this  fpecies  of  conteft;  a  fellow  having  attacked  him  with  fome  coarfe 
raillery,  Johnfon  anfwered  thus,  c  Sir,  your  wifq  (under  pretence  of  keeping 
a  bawdy-houfe)  is  a  receiver  of  ftolen-goods/  One  evening  when  he  and 
Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr..  Langton  were  in  company  together,  and  the  admirable 
fcolding  of  Timon  of  Athens  was  mentioned,  this  inftance  of  Johnfon's  was 
quoted,  and  thought  to  have  at  leaft  equal  excellence. 

"  As  Johnfon  always  allowed  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  fo 
Mr.  Burke  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  wonderful  powers  of  Johnfon.  Mr. 
Langton  recollefts  having  pafled  an  evening  with  both  of  them,  when  Mr. 
Burke  repeatedly  entered  upon  topicks  which  it  was  evident  he  would 
have  illuftrated  with  extenfive  knowledge  and  richnefs  of  expreffionj  but 
Johnfon  always  fcifcd  upon  the  converfation,  in  which,  however,  he  acquitted 
himfelf  in  a  moft  mafterly  manner.  As  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Langton  were 
walking  home,.  Mr.  Burke  obferved  that  Johnfon  had  been  very  great  that 
night  j  Mr.  Langton  joined  in  this,  but  addedy  he  could  have  wifhed  to  hear 
more  from  another  perfon  j  (plainly  intimating  that  he  meant  Mr.  Burke). 
c  O,  no  (faid  Mr.  Burke)  it  is  enough  for  me  to  have  rung  the  bell  to  him." 

1  I  am  forry  to  fee  in  the  "  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,"  VoL  II. 
•*  An  Effay  on  the  Character  of  Hamlet,"  written,  I  mould  fuppofe,  by  a  very  young  man, 
though  called  **  Reverend ;"  who  fpeaks  with  prefumptuous  petulance  of  the  firft  literary 
character  of  his  age.  Amidft  a  cloudy  confufion  of  words,  (which  hath  of  late  too  often  pafled 
in  Scotland  for  Metaphyfich,)  he  thus  ventures  to  criticife  one  of  the  nobleft  lines  in  our 
language  :— "  Dr.  Johnfon  has  remarked,  that  *  time  toil'd  after  him  in  vain.'  But  I  mould 
apprehend,  that  this  is  entirely  to  miftake  the  character.  Time  toils  after  every  great  man,  as  well 
as  after  Shakfpeare.  The'  workings  of  an  ordinary  mind  hep  face,  indeed,  with  time;  they 
move  no  fafter;  they  have  their  beginning,  their  middle,  and  their  end-,  but  fuperiour  natures 
can  reduce  thefe  into  a  point*  They  do  no  not,  indeed,  fupprejs  them;  but  they  fufpend,  or  they 
lock  them  up  in  the  hreaft."  The  learned  Society,  under  whofe  fandion  fuch  gabble  is  ufhered 
into  the  world,  would  do  well  to  offer  a  premium  to  any  one  who  will  difcover  its  meaning. 

"  Talking 
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<c  Talking  of  Dr.  Blagden's  copioufnefs  and  precifion  of  communication, 

iEfiuT77^  Dr-  J0^*"01*  fo^  (  Blagden,.Sir,  is  a  delightful  fellow/' 

*  •  * 

This  year  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin  having  published  a  *  tranflation  of 
"Lucian,"  inferibed  to  him  the  Demmax  thus : 

"  To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  Demonax  of  the  prefent  age,  this  piece 
is  infcribed,by  a  fincere  admirer  of  his  refpeftable  talents, 

cc  The  Translator/' 

Though  upon  a  particular  comparifon  of  Demonax  and  Johnfon,  there 
does  not  feem  to  be  a  great  deal  of  fimilarity  between  them ;  this  Dedication 
is  a  juft  compliment  from  the  general  chara&er  given  by  Lucian  of  the 
ancient  Sage,  tc  «pie-o»  w»  «»J«  *y«  (PiAwo^wv  ytvoptW)  the  beft  philofopher  whom 
I  have  ever  feen  or  known/' 

j  78 1.  In  178 1  Johnfon  at  laft  completed  his  <c  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  of  which  he 
gives  this  account :  cc  Sometime  in  March  I  finifhed  the  f  Lives  of  the  Poets,' 
which  I  wrote  in  my  ufual  way,  dilatorily  and  haftily,  unwilling  to  work,  and 
working  with  vigour  and  hafteV*  In  a  memorandum  previous  to  this,  he 
fays  of  them :  "  Written  I  hope,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  tend  to  die  pro- 
motion of  piety5/' 

This  is  the  work  which  of  all  Dr.  Johnfon's  writings  will  perhaps  be  read  moft 
generally,  and  with  moft  pleafore.  Philology  and  biography  were  his  favourite 
purfuits,  and  diofe  who  lived  moft  in  intimacy  with  him,  heard  him  upon 
all  occafions,  when  there  was  a  proper  opportunity,  take  delight  in  expatiating 
upon  the  various  merits  of  die  Englifh  Poets ;  upon  the  niceties  of  their 
chara&erc,  and  the  events  of  their  progrefs  through  the  world  which  they 
contributed  to  illuminate.  His  mind  was  fo  full  of  that  kind  of  information, 
and  it  was  fo  well  arranged  in  his  memory,  that  in  performing  what  he  had 
undertaken  in  this  way,  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  put  his  thoughts  upon 
paper,  exhibiting  firft  each  Poet's  life,  and  then  fubjoining  a  critical  examina- 
tion of  his  genius  and  works.  But  when  he  began  to  write,  the  fubjeft 
fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  inftead  of  prefaces  to  each  poet  of  no  more 
than  a  few  pages  as  he  had  originally  intended  *,  he  produced  an  ample,  rich, 

and 

;*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  190.  3  Ibid.  174. 

.    *  His  defign  is  thus  announced  in  his  Advertifemtut :  "  The  BookfeUen  having  determined  to 
publifh  a  body  of  Englifh  Poetry,  I  was  perfuaded  topromife  them  a  Preface  to  the  works  of  each 
juithour;  an  undertaking,  as  it  was  then  presented  to  my  mind,  not  yery  tedious  or  difficult. 
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and  moft  entertaining  view  of  them  in  every  refpeft.  In  this  he  refemblcd  »78x- 
Quintilian,  who  tells  us,  that  in  the  compofkion  of  his  Inftitutions  of  ^tatl  7a, 
Oratory,  c<  Latius  Je  tamen  aperiente  materia  plus  quam  imponebatur  oneris 
fponte  fufcepi"  The  bookfellers  juftly  fenfible  of  the  great  additional  value 
of  the  copy-right,  prefented  him  with  another  hundred  pounds,  over  and  above 
two  hundred,  for  "which  his  agreement  was  to  furnilh  fuch  prefaces  as  he 
thought  fit. 

This  was,  however,  but  a  fmall  recompence  for  fuch  a  colle&ion  of 
biography,  and  fuch  principles  and  illuftrations  of  criticifm  as,  if  digefted  and 
arranged  in  one  fyftem  by  fbme  modern  Ariftotle  or  Longinus,  might  form 
a  code  upon  that  fubjedt  fuch  as  no  other  nation  can  fhew.  As  he  was  fo 
good  as  to  make  me  a  prefent  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  original,  and  indeed 
only  manufcript  of  this  admirable  work,  I  have  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
with  wonder  the  corredtnefs  with  which  he  rapidly  ftruck  off  fuch  glowing 
compofition.  He  may  be  affimilated  to  the  Lady  in  Waller,  who  could 
imprefs  with  "  Love  at  firft  fight :" 


€< 


Some  other  nymphs  with  colours  faint, 

And  pencil  flow  may  Cupid  paint, 
cc  And  a  weak  heart  in  time  deftroy ; 
cc  She  has  a  ftamp  and  prints  the  boy." 

That  he,  however,  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  fbme  anxiety  in  carrying 
on  the  work,  we  fee  from  a  feries  of  his  notes  to  Mr.  Nichols,  the  printer*, 

whofe 

"  My  pnrpofe  was  only  to  have  allotted  to  every  poet  an  Advertifement,  like  that  which  we 
find  in  the  French  Mifcellanies,  containing  a  few  dates,  and  a  general  character ;  but  I  have  been 
led  beyond  my  intention,  I  hope  by  the  honeft  defire  of  giving  ufeful  pleafure," 

*  Thus ; — «  In  the  Life  of  Waller,  Mr.  Nichols  will  find  a  reference  to  the  Parliamentary 
Hiftory,  from  which  a  long  quotation  is  to  be  inferted.  If  Mr.  Nichols  cannot  eafily  find  the 
book,  Mr.  Johnfon  will  fend  it  from  Streatham." 

"  Clarendon  is  here  returned." 

*•  By  fome  accident,  I  laid  jour  note  upon  Duke  up  fo  fafely,  that  I  cannot  find  it.  Your 
informations  have  been  of  great  ufe  to  me.  I  muft  beg  it  again;  with  another  lift  of  our  authours, 
for  I  have  laid  that  with  the  other.  I  have  fent  Stepney's  Epitaph.  Let  me  have  the  revifes  as 
foon  as  can  be.     Dec.  1778." 

"  I  have  fent  Philips,  with  his  Epitaphs,  to  be  inferted.  The  fragment  of  a  Preface  is 
hardly  worth  the  impreffion,  but  that  we  may  feem  to  do  fomething.  It  may  be  added  to  the  Life 
of  Philips.  The  Latin  page  is  to  be  added  to  the  Life  of  Smith*  I  (hall  beat  home,  to  revife 
the  two  (heets  of  Milton.    March  i,  1779/' 

Vol.  II.  Y  y  "  Plcafe 
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1 78 1.      whofe  variety  of  literary  inquiry  and  obliging  difpofition,  rendered  him  very 
jE^TTi.  ufeful  to  Johnfbn.     Mr.  Steevens  appears,  from  the  papers  in  my  poffeflion, 
to  have  fupplied  him  with  fomc  anecdotes  and  quotations ;  and  I  obferve  the 
fair  hand  of  Mrs.  Thrale  as  one  of  his  copyifts  of  feleft  paflages. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  upon  each  of  Johnfon's  <c  Lives  of  the 
Poets,"  or  attempt  an  analylis  of  their  merits,  which  were  I  able  to  do  it, 
would  take  up  too  much  room  in  this  work ;  yet  I  (hall  make  a  few  obferva- 
tions  upon  fome  of  them,  and  infcrt  a  few  various  readings. 

The  Life  of  Cowley  he  himfelf  confidered  as  the  beft  of  the  whole,  on 
account  of  the  diflertation  which  it  contains  on  the  Metaphyseal  Poets. 
Dryden,  whofe  critical  abilities  were  equal  to  his  poetical,  had  mentioned 
them  in  one  of  his  excellent  prefatory  difcourfes  to  his  Plays,  but  had  barely 
mentioned  them.  Johnfon  has  exhibited  them  at  large,  with  fuch  happy 
illuftration  from  their  writings,  and  in  fo  luminous  a  manner,  that  indeed  he 
may  be  allowed  the  full  merit  of  novelty,  to  have  difcovered  to  us  as  it  were, 
a  new  planet  in  the  poetical  hemilphere. 

It  is  remarked  by  Johnfon,  in  confidering  the  works  of  a  poet3,  that 
u  amendments  are  feldom  made  without  fome  token  of  a  rent;"  but  I  do 
not  find  that  this  is  applicable  to  profe.  We  fliall  fee  that  though  his 
amendments  in  this  work  are  for  the  better,  there  is  nothing  of  the  pannus 
a/Tutus  -y  the  texture  is  uniform,  and  indeed  what  has  been  there  at  firft,  is 
very  feldom  unfit  to  have  remained.. 


*« 


Pleafe  to  get  me  the  laft  edition  of  Hughes's  Letters ;  and  try  to  get  Dennis  upon  Black- 
more,  and  upon  Cato,  and  any  thing  of  the  fame  writer  againft  Pope.  Our  materials  are 
defeaive." 

"  As  Waller  profefled  to  have  imitated  Fairfax,  do  you.  think  a  few  pages  of  Fairfax  would 
enrich  our  edition  ?   Few  readers  have  feen  it,  and  it  may  pleafe  them.    But  it  is  not  neccflary." 

•'  An  account  of  the  Lives  and  Works  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  Englifh  Poets.  By,  &c. 
— c  The  Englifh  Poets,  biographically  and  critically  confidered,  by  Sam.  Johnson.'— Let 
Mr.  Nichols  take  his  choice,  or  make  another  to  his  mind:     May,  1781." 

"  You  fomehow  forgot  the  advertifement  for  the  new  edition.  It  was  not  inclofed.  Of 
Gay's  Letters  I  fee  not  that  any  ufe  can  be  made,  for  they  give  no  information  of  any  thing* 
That  he  was  a  member  of  the  Philofophical  Society  is  fomething ;  but  furely  he  could  be  but  a 
correfponding  member.  However,  not  having  his  Life  here,  I  know  not  how  to  put  it  in,  and 
it  is  of  little  importance." 

See  feveral  more  in  cf  The  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  178J.  The  Editor  of  that  Mifcellany, 
in  which  Johnfon  wrote  for  feveral  years,  feems  juftly  to  think  that  every  fragment  of  fo  great  a 
man  is  worthy  of  being  prefervedt . 

*  Life  of  Sheffield. . 

4,-  Various 
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Various  readings  4  in  the  Life  of  Cowley. 

"  All  [future  votaries  of]  that  may  hereafter  pant  for  folitude. 

«  To  conceive  and  execute  the  [agitation  or  perception]  pains  and  the 
pkafures  of  other  minds. 

"  The  wide  effulgence  of  [the  blazing]  afummer  noon." 

In  the  Life  of  Waller,  Johnfbn  gives  a  diftinft  and  animated  narrative  of 
publick  affairs  in  that  variegated  period,  with  ftrong  yet  nice  touches  of 
chara&er,  and  having  a  fair  opportunity  to  difplay  his  political  principles, 
does  it  with  an  unqualified  manly  confidence,  and  fatisfies  his  readers  how 
nobly  he  might  have  executed  a  Tory  hiftory  of  his  country. 

So  eafy  is  his  ftyle  in  thefe  Lives,  that  I  do  not  recoiled  more  than  three 

uncommon  or  learned  words ;  one,  when  giving  an  account  of  the  approach 

of  Waller's  mortal  difeafe,  he  fays,  "  he  found  his  legs  grow  tumid  "  by  ufing 

the  expreffion  his  legs  fwefod,  he  would  have  avoided  this ;  and  there  would 

have  been  no  impropriety  in  its  being  followed  by  the  interefting  queftion  to 

his  phyfician,  "  What  that fwelling  meant?"     Another,  when  he  mentions  that 

Pope  had  emitted  propofals ;  when  publifhed  or  ijfuedy  would  have  been  more 

readily  underftood  ;  and  a  third,  when  he  calls'Orrery  and  Dr.  Delany,  writers 

both  undoubtedly  veracious ;  when  true>  honejiy  or  faithful,  might  have  been 

ufed.     Yet,  it  mull  be  owned,  that  none  of  thefe  are  hard  or  too  big  words  j 

that  cuftom  would  make  them  feem  as  eafy  as  any  others ;  and  that  a  language 

is  richer  and  capable  of  more  beauty  of  expreffion,    by  having  a  greater 

variety  of  fynonimes. 

His  differtation  upon  the  unfitnefs  of  poetry  for  the  aweful  fubjedts  of  our 

holy  religion,  though  I  do  not  entirely  agree  with  him,  has  all  the  merit  of 
originality,  with  uncommon  force  of  reafoning. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Waller. 

Confented  to  [the  infertion  of  their  names]  their  own  nomination* 

[After]  paying  a  fine  of  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

Congratulating  Charles  the  Second  on  his  ^coronation]  recovered  right* 


€t 


4  The  original  reading  is  enclofed  in  brackets,  and  the  prefent  one  is  printed  in  Italicks. 

Y  y  2  "He 
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1.781.  «  He  that  has  flattery  ready  for  all  whom  the  -viciffitudes  of  the  world 

^Eut.  72.  happen  to  exalt,    muft  be  [confefied  to  degrade  his  powers]  /corned  as  a 
proftituted  mind* 

cc  The  charafters  by  which  Waller  intended  to  diftinguifh  his  writings  are 
[elegance]  fprigbtlinefs  and  dignity. 

"  Bloflbms  to  be  valued  only  as  they  [fetch]  foretell  fruits. 

"  Images  fuch  as  the  fuperficies  of  nature  [eafily]  readily  fupplies. 

<c  [^ks]  Some  applications  [are  fometimes]  may  be  thought  too  remote  and 
unconiequential. 

ic  His  images  are  [fometimes  confuted]  not  always  diftinft" 

Againft  his  Life  of  Milton,  the  hounds  of  Whiggifm  have  opened  in  full' 
cry.  But  of  Milton's  great  excellence  as  a  poet,  where  fhall  we  find  fuch  a 
blazon  as  by  the  hand  of  Johnfon  ?  I  fhall  feledt  only  the  following  paflage 
concerning  "  Paradife  Loft :" 

"  Fancy  can  hardly  forbear  to  conjedture  with  what  temper  Milton  fiir- 
veyed  the  filent  progrefs  of  his  work,  and  marked  his  reputation  ftealing  its 
way  in  a  kind  of  fubterraneous  current,  through  fear  and  filen<£.  I  cannot 
but  conceive  him  calm  and  confident,  little  difappointed,  not  at  all  dejedted* 
relying  on  his  own  merit  with  fteady  confcioufnefs,  and  waiting  without  impa- 
tience, the  viciffitudes  of  opinion,  and  the  impartiality  of  a  future  generation." 

Indeed  even  Dr.  Towers,  who  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  warmeft 
zealots  of  tfbe  Revolution  Society  itfel£  allows,  that  "  Johnfon  has  fpoken  in  the- 
higheft  terms  of  the  abilities  of  that  great  poet,  and  has  beftowed  on  his 
principal  poetical  compofitions,  the  moft  honourable  encomiums  V 

5  See  c<  An  Eflay  on  the  Life,  Character,  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,"  London, 
17&7  ;  which  is  very  well  written,  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the  democratical  bigotry  of  its 
authour ;  who  I  cannot  however  but  admire  for  his  liberality  in  fpeaking  thus  of  my  illuftrious 
friend  : 

"  He  poffefled  extraordinary  powers  of  underftanding,  which  were  much  cultivated  by  ftudy,  and 
Hill  more  by  meditation  and  refletticn.  His  memory  was  remarkably  retentive,  his  imagina* 
tion  uncommonly  vigorous,  and  his  judgement  keen  and  penetrating.  He  had  a  ftroag  fenfe 
of  the  importance  of  religion ;  his  piety  was  fincere,  and  fometimes  ardent ;  and  his  zeal  for  the 
interefts  of  virtue  was  often  manifefted  in  his  converfation  and  in  his  writings.  The  fame 
energy  which  was  difplayed  in  his  literary  productions  was  exhibited  alfo  in  his  converfation, 
which  was  various,  (hiking,  and  inftruclive;  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  equalled  him  for 
nervous  and  pointed  repartees. 

"  His  Dictionary,  his  moral  EiTays,  and  his  productions  in  polite  literature,  will  convey 
ufeful  inftmftion,  and  elegant  entertainment,  as  long  as  the  language  in  which  they  are  written 
(hall  be  underftood," 

That 
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That  a  man,  who  venerated  the  Church  and  Monarchy  as  Johnfon  did,  1781- 
fhould  fpeak  with  a  juft  abhorrence  of  Milton  as  a  politician,  or  rather  as  a  j&at.  72. 
daring  foe  to  good  polity,  was  furely  to  be  expe&edj  and  to  thofc  who 
cenfure  him,  I  would  recommend  his  commentary  on  Milton's  celebrated 
complaint  of  his  fituation,  when  by  the  lenity  of  Charles  the  Second,  Cf  A 
lenity  of  which  (as  Johnfon  well  obferves)  the  world  has  had  perhaps  no 
other  example ;  he,  who  had  written  in  juftification  of  the  murder  of  his 
Sovereign,  was  fafe  under  an  ASl  of  Oblivion.**  No  fooner  is  he  fafe  than  he  fukfe 
himfelf  in  danger,  fallen  on  evil  days  and  evil  tongues y  and  with  darknefs  and  with 
danger  compqfs'd  round.  This  darknefs,  had  his  eyes  been  better  employed, 
had  undoubtedly  deferved  compaflion  j  but  to  add  the  mention  of  danger  was 
ungrateful  and  unjufl.  He  was  fallen,  indeed,  on  evil  days  5  the  time  was 
come  in  which  regicides  could  no  longer  boaft  their  wickednefs.  But  of  evil 
tongues  to  complain,  required  impudence  at  leaft  equal  to  his  other  powers : 
Milton,  whofe  warmeft  advocates  muft  allow,  "  that  he  never  (pared  any 
afperity  of  reproach,  or  brutality  of  infolence*" 

I  have,  indeed,  often  wondered  how  Milton,  c<  an  acrimonious  and  furly  Re- 
publican," a  man  "  who  in  his  domeftick  relations  was  fo  fcvere  and  arbitrary," 
and  whofe  head  was  filled  with  the  hardeft  and  moft  difmal  tenets  of  Calvinifm, 
fhould  have  been  fuch  a  poet  >  fhould  not  only  have  written  with  fublimity, 
but  with  beauty,  and  even  gayety ;  fhould  have  exquifitely  painted  the  fweeteft 
fenfations  of  which  our  nature  is  capable ;  imaged  the  delicate  raptures  of 
connubial-  love ;  nay,  feeraed  to  be  animated  with  all  the  fpirit  of  revelry. 
It  is  a  proof  that  in  the  human  mind  the  departments  of  judgement  and 
imagination,,  perception  and  temper,  may  fome times  be  divided  by  ftrong 
partitions  \  and  that  the  light  and  fhade  in  the  fame  chara&er  may  be  kept 
fi>  diftinft  as  never  to  be  blended. 

In  the  Life  of  Milton,  Johnfon  took  occafion  to  maintain  his  own  and  the 
general  opinion  of  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank  verfe,  in  Englifh 
poetry,  and  quotes  this  appofite  illuftration  of  it  by  "  an  ingenious  critick," 
that  it  fiems  to  be  verfe  only  to  the  eye 6.  The  gentleman  whom  he  thus  cha- 
ra&erifes  is  (as  he  told  Mr.  Seward)  Mr.  Lock,  of  Norbury  Park,  in  Surrey, 
whofe  knowledge  and  tafte  in  the  fine  arts  is  univerfally  celebrated  -,  with. 

6  One  of  the  moft  natural  inftances  of  the  effect  of  blank  verfe  happened  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Hopeton.  His  Lord  (hip  obferved  one  of  his  (hepherds  poring  in  the  fields  upon  Milton's 
**  Paradife  Loft  ;"  and  having  afked  him  what  book  it  was,  the  man  anfwered,  "  An't  pleafeyour 
Lordfbip,  this  is  a  very  odd  fort  of  an  authour ;  he  would  fain  rhyme,  but  cannot  get  at  it." 

whofe 
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17S1.     whole  elegance  of  manners  the  writer  of  the  prefent  work  has  felt  himfelf 
JEtatl  72!  much  imprefled,  and  to  whofe  virtues  a  common  friend,  who  has  known  him 
long,  and  is  not  much  addi&ed  to  flattery,  gives  the  higheft  teftimony. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  $f  Milton. 

<f  I  cannot  find  any  meaning  but  this  which  [his  moft  bigotted  advocates] 
. even  kindnejs  and  reverence  can  give, 

"  [Perhaps  no]  Jcarcely  any  man  ever  wrote  fo  much,  and  praifed  fo  few. 

u  A  certain  [refcue]  prefervative  from  oblivion. 

Cf  Let  me  not  be  cenfured  for  this  digreffion,  as  [contracted]  pedantick  or 
paradoxical. 

"  Socrates  rather  was  of  opinion,  that  what  we  had  to  learn  was  how  to 
[obtain  and  communicate  happinefs]  do  good  and  avoid  evil. 

"  Its  elegance  [who  can  exhibit  ?]  is  lefs  attainable.  " 

I  could,  with  pleafure,  expatiate  upon  the  mafterly  execution  of  die  Life 
of  Dryden,  which  we  have  feen 7  was  one  of  Johnfon's  literary  projefts  at 
an  early  period,  afid  which  it  is  remarkable,  that  after  defifting  from  it, 
from  a  fuppofed  fcantinefs  of  materials,  he.fhould,  at  an  advanced  age,  have 
performed  fo  amply. 

His  defence  of  that  great  poet  againft  the  illiberal  attacks  upon  him,  as 
if  his  embracing  the  Roman  Catholick  communion  had  been  a  time-ferving 
meafure,  is  a  piece  of  reafoning  at  once  able  and  candid.  Indeed,  Dryden 
himfelf,  in  his  "  Hind  and  Panther,"  hath  given  fuch  a  pidhire  of  his  mind, 
that  they  who  know  the  anxiety  for  repofe  as  to  the  aweful  fubjeft  of  our 
ftate  beyond  the  grave,  though  they  may  think  his  opinion  ill-founded,  mult 
ihink  charitably  of  his  fentiment. 

"  But,  gracious  God,  how  well  doft  thou  provide 
"  For^erring  judgements  an  unerring  guide  ! 
<f  Thy  throne  is  darknefs  in  th'  abyfs  of  light, 
"  A  blaze  of  glory  that  forbids  the  fight. 
"  O  !  teach  me  to  believe  thee  thus  conceaPd, 
**  And  fearch  no  farther  than  thyfelf  reveaTd  -, 


See  page  85  of  this  Volume* 
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w  But  Her  alone  for  my  direftor  take, " 

"  Whom  thou  haft  promis'd  never  to  forfake. 

My  thoughdefs  youth  was  wing'd  with  vain  defires  j 

My  manhood,  long  milled  by  wand'ring  fires, 
c*  Follow'd  falfe  lights ;  and  when  their  glrmpfe  was  gone,. 
"  My  pride  ftruck  out  new  fparkles  of  her  own. 
"  Such  was  I,  fuch  by  Nature  ftill  I  am; 
"  Be  thine  the  glory,  and  be  mine  die  lhame. 
"  Good  life  be  now  my  talk :  my  doubts  are  done ; 
fC  What  more  could  fhock  my  faith  than  Three  in  One  ?" 

In  drawing  Dryden's  character,  Johnibn  has  given,  though  I  fuppofe 
unintentionally,  fome  touches  of  his  own.  Thus,  "  The  power  that  pre- 
dominated in  his  intellectual  operations  was  rather  ftrong  reafon  than  quick 
fenlibility.  Upon  all  occafions  that  were  prefented,  he  ftudied  rather  than 
felt ;  and  produced  fentiments  not  fuch  as  Nature  enforces,  but  meditation 
fupplies.  With  the  finjple  and  elemental  paflions  as  they  fpring  feparate  in 
the  mind,  he  feems  not  much  acquainted.  He  is,  therefore,  with  all  his 
variety  of  excellence,  not  often  pathetick ;  and  had  fo  little  fenfibility  of  the 
power  of  effufions  purely  natural,  that  he  did  not  efteem  them  in  others."*-* 
It  may  indeed  be  obferved,  that  in  all  the  numerous  writings  of  Johnibn, 
whether  in  profe  or  veffe,  and  even  in  his  tragedy,  of  which  the  fubjeft  is  the 
diftrefs  of  an  unfortunate  Princefs,  there  is  not  a  fingle  paffage  that  ever  drew 
a  tear.. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^/Dryden. 

<c  The  reafon  of  this  general  perufal,  Addifon  has  attempted  to  [find  in] 
derive  from  the  delight  which  the  mind  feels  in  the  inveftigation  of  fecrets. 

u  His  beft  aftions  are  but  [convenient]  inability  of  wickednefs. 

"  When  once  he  had  engaged  himfelf  in  difputation,  [matter]  thoughts 
flowed  in  on  either  fide. 

u  The  abyfs  of  un-ideal  [emptinefs]  vacancy. 

cc  Thefe,  like  [many  other  harlots,]  the  harlots  of  other  tnen,  had  his  love 
though  not  his  approbation. 

"  He  [fometimes  difplays]  descends  to  difplay  his  knowledge  with  pedantick 
oftentation. 

cc  French  words  which  [were  then  ufed  in]  had  then  crept  into  con- 
verfation.,> 

The 
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178 1.  The  Life  of  Pope  was  written  by  Johnfon  cm  amorey  both  from  the  early 

^uf,uJ  pofleffion  which  that  writer  had  taken  of  his  mind,  and  from  the  pleafure 
which  he  muft  have  felt,  in  for  ever  filencing  all  attempts  to  leflen  his  poetical 
fame,  by  demonftrating  his  excellence,  and  pronouncing,  a  triumphant 
apotheofis. — "  After  all  this,  it  is  furely  fuperfluous  to  anfwer  the  queftion 
that  has  once  been  afked,  Whether  Pope  was  a  poet  ?  otherwife  than  by  afking 
in  return,  If  Pope  be  not  a  poet,  where  is  poetry  to  be  found  ?  To  cir- 
cumfcribe  poetry  by  a  definition,  will  only  fhew  the  narrownefe  of  the 
definer;  though  a  definition  which  fhall  excludfiVope  will  not  cafily  be 
made.  Let  us  look  round  upon  the  prefent  time,  and  back  upon  the  paft  1  let 
enquire  to  whom  the  voice  of  mankind  has  decreed  the  wreath  of  poetry ; 
let  their  productions  be  examined,  and  their  claims  Hated,  and  the  pretenfions 
of  Pope  will  be  no  more  difputed." 

I  remember  once  to  hive  heard  Johnfon  fay,  cc  Sir,  a  thoufand  years  may 
elapfe  before  there  fhall  appear  another  man  with  a  power  of  verification 
equal  to  that  of  Pope.  That  power  muft  undoubtedly  be  allowed  its  due 
fhare  in  enhancing  the  value  of  his  captivating  cocnpofition." 

Johnfon,  who  had  done  liberal  juftice  to  Warburton  in  his  edition  of 
Shakfpeare,  which  was  publifhed  during  the  life  of  that  powerful  writer,  with 
ftill  greater  liberality  took  an  opportunity  of  paying  the  tribute  due  to  him 
when  he  was  no  longer  in  "  high  place,"  but  numbered  with  the  dead8. 

It 

*  Of  Johnfori's  condutt  towards  Warburton,  a  very  honourable  notice  is  taken  by  the  editor 
of  €<  Tratts  by  Warburton,  and  a  Warburtonian,  not  admitted  into  the  Collection  of  their 
refpeftive  Works."  After  an  able  and  "  fond,  though  not  undiftinguifhing,"  confideration  of 
Warburton's  chara&er,  he  fays,  f€  In  two  immortal  works,  Johnfon  has  flood  forth  in  the  fore- 
moft  rank  of  his  admirers.  By  the  teftimony  of  fuch  a  man,  impertinence  muft  be  abafhed,  and 
malignity  itfelf  muft  be  foftened.  Of  literary  merit,  Johnfon,  as  we  all  know,  was  a  fagacious 
but  a  moft  fevere  judge.  Such  was  his  difcernment,  that  he  pierced  into  the  moft  fecret  Springs 
of  human  actions ;  and  fuch  was  his  integrity,  that  he  always  weighed  the  moral  characters  of 
his  fellow-creatures  hi  the  '  balance  of  the  fan&uary.'  He  was  too  courageous  to  propitiate  a 
rival,  and  too  proud  to  truckle  to  a  fuperioun  Warburton  he  knew,  as  I  know  him,  and  as 
every  man  of  fenfe  and  virtue  would  wifh  to  be  known — I  mean,  both  from  his  own  writings, 
and  from  the  writings  of  thofe  who  diflented  from  his  principles,  or  who  envied  his  reputation. 
But,  as  to  favours,  he  had  never  received  or  alked  any  from  the  Bifhop  of  Gloucester ;  and,  if 
my  memory  fails  me  not,  he  had  feen  him  only  once,  when  they  met  almoft  without  defign, 
converted  without  much  -effort,  and  parted  without  any  lading  imprefitons  of  hatred  or  affection. 
Yet,  with  all  the  ardour  of  fympathetick  genius,  Johnfon  has  done  that  fpontaneoufly  and  ably, 
which,  by  fome  writers,  had  been  before  attempted  injudicioufly,  and  which,  by  others,  from 
whom  more  fuccefsful  attempts  might  have  been  expected,  has  not  hitherto  been  done  at  all*  He 
jpokc  well  of  Warburton,  without  infulting  thofc  whom  Warburton  defpifed.    He  fupprefTed  not 

j  the 
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It  feems  ftrange,  that  two  fuch  men  as  Johnfon  and  Warburton,  who  lived  1781. 
in  the  fame  age  and  country,,  fhould  not  only  not  have  been  in  any  degree  of  *jg^fl^ 
intimacy,  but  been  almoft  perfonally  unacquainted.  But  fuch  inftances,, 
though  we  mult  wonder  at  them*  are  -not  rare.  If  I  am  righdy  informed,, 
after  a  careful  inquiry,,  they  never  met*  but  once,,  which  was  at  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.  French,  ia  London*  well  known  for  her  elegant  aflemblies,,  and  bringing 
eminent  characters  together.  The  interview  proved  to  be  mutually  agreeable. 

I  am  well  informed,  that  Warburtdn  faid  of  Johnfon,  "  I  admire  him, 
but  I  cannot  bear  his  ftyle:"  and  that  Johnfon.  being  told  of  this,,  faid,  "  That 
k  exaftly  my  cafe  as  to  him*"     The  manner  in  which  he  exprefledhis  admi- 
ration of  the  fertility  of  Warburton?s  genius  and: of  the  variety  of  his  materials,, 
*  was,  u  The  table  is  always  fall*  Sir..    He  brings  things  from  the  north,  and 
die  fouth,   and  from,  every  quarter.     In  his  c  Divine  Legation,*   you  are 
always  entertained.     He  carries  you  round. and  round,  without  carrying  you. 
forward  to  the  point;  but  then. you  have  no  wilh  to  be  carried  forward."    He 
feid  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  "  Warburton  is  perhaps  the  lafl  man.  who- 
has  written  with:  a  mind  full  of  reading  and  reflection." 

It  is  remarkable*  that  ia  the  Life  of  Broome,  Johnfon  takes  notice  of 
Dr.  WarburtonS  ufing  a  mode  of  exprefllon.  which  he  himfelf  ufed,  and  that 
not  feldbm,  to  the  great  offence  of  thofe  who  did  not  know  hinu  Havings 
occafion,  to  mention*  a  note,  ftating  the  different  parts  which  were  executed: 
by  the  aflbciated  tranffators  of  "  The  Odyffey,"  he  fays>  "  Dr.  Warburtoa  • 
told  me,  in  his  warm  language,  that  he  thought  the  relation  given,  in  the 
sote  alie"    The  language  is  warm,  indeed;,  and*,  I  muft  own*,  cannot  be 

the  imperfections  of  this  extraordinary  man,,  while  he  endeavoured  to  do  jaftice  to  his  numerous* 
and  tranfcendental  excellencies.  He  defended  him  when  living,  amidft  the  cftmoors  of  luV 
enemies ;.  and  praifed  him  when  dead,  amidft  ihcjilexce  of  bhfritndu 

Having  availed  myfelf  of  this  editor's  eulogy  on  my  departed  friend ,.fbr  which  I  warmly 
thank  him,  let  roc  notfuffer  the  luftreof  his  reputation,  honeftry  acquired  by  profound  learning  and) 
vigordus  eloquence,  to  bo  tarnifhed  by  archarge  of  illiberally.    He  has  been  aecufed  of  invidiouily  . 
dragging  again.ihto  light  certain  writings  o£  aperfon.refpcAable  by  his  talents*,  his  learning,  hi** 
Nation,  and  hid>age,  which  were  publifhed  a  great  many  years  ago,. and  have  face,. it  is  (aid,, 
been  filently  given  up  by  their*  authour*    Bat  when  it  is  confidered  that  thefe'  writings  were  not 
£nsofjwth%  bat  deliberate  works  of  one  well  advanced  in  life;  overflowing  at  once  with  flattery . 
to  a  great  man  of  great  intercft  in  the  Church,  and  with  unjuft  and  acrimonious  abufo  of  two 
men  of  eminent  merit;,  and   that,   though  it  would  have  been  unreasonable  to  exped  an. 
humiliating  recantation,  no  apology  whatever  has  been  made  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  .for  the 
oppreffive  fervour  of  the  heat  of  the  day ; .  no  flight  relenting  indication  has  appeared  in  any  note, , 
or  any  comer  of  later  publications ;.  is  it  not  fair  to  underftand  him  as  fupercilioufly  perfevering  ?  - 
When  ke  allows  the  (hafts  to  remain  in  the  wounds,  and  will  not  ftretchfortha  lenient  hand*. 
is- it  wrong,  is  it  not  generous  to  become  an  indignant  avenger} 

VolJI^  [Z.zX  juftificd. 
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juftified  in  confiftency  with  a  decent  regard  to  die  eftabliflied  forms  of  fpeech. 
Johnfon  had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  ufe  the  word  lie,  to  exprefs  a  miftake  or 
an  errour  in  relation ;  in  lhort,  when  the  thing  was  not  Jo  as  told,  though  the 
relator  did  not  mean  to  deceive.  When  he  thought  there  was  intentional 
falfehood  in  the  relator,   his  expreflion  was,    «  He  lies,  and  he  htows  he 

lies." 

Speaking  of  Pope's  not  having  been  known  to  excel  in  converfarion, 
Johnfon  obferves,  that  cf  traditional  memory  retains  no  fallies  of  raillery,  or 
Sentences  of  obfervation  ;  nothing  either  pointed  or  folid,  wife  or  merry ;  and 
that  one  apophthegm  only  is  recorded."  In  this  <refpe&.  Pope  differed  widely 
from  Johnfon,  whofe  converfarion  was,  perhaps,  more  admirable  than  even  his 
Writings,  however  excellent.  Mr.  Wilkes  has,  however,  favoured  me  with 
one  repartee  of  Pope,  of  which  Johnfon  was  not  informed.  Johnfon,  after 
juftly  cenfuring  him  for  having  cc  nurfed  in  his  mind  a  foolifh  dif-efteem  of 
Kings,"  tells  us,  "  yet  a  little  regard  fhewn  him  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
melted  his  obduracy ;  and  he  had  not  much  to  fay  when  he  was  afked  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  how  be  could  love  a  Prince,  while  be  difliked  Kings  ?"  The 
anfwer  which  Pope  made,  was,  c<  The  young  lion  is  harmlefs,  and  even 
playful ;  but  when  his  claws  are  full,  grown  he  becomes  cruel,  dreadful,  and 
niifchievous." 

But  although  we  have  no  collection  of  Pope*s  fayings,  it  is  not  therefore 
to  be  concluded,  that  he  was  not  agreeable  in  focial  intercourfe ;  for  Johnfon 
himfelf  has  been  heard  to  fay,  that  "  the  happieft  converfarion  is  that  of 
which  nothing  is  diftinftly  remembered  but  a  general  effcft  of  pleafing 
impreflion."  The  late  Lord  Somerville9,  who  faw  much  both  of  great  and 
brilliant  life,  told  me,  that  he  had  dined  in  company  with  Pope,  and  that 
after  dinner  the:  little  man,  as  he  called  him,  drank  his  bottle  of  Burgundy, 
and  was  exceedingly  gay  aad  entertaining. 

I  cannot  'with-hold  from  my  great  friend  a  cenfure  of  at  leafl:  culpable 
inattention,  to  a  nobleman,  who,  it  has  been  fhewn,  behaved  to  him  with 
uncommon  politenefs.     He  fays,  "  Except  Lord  Bathurft,  none  of  Pope's 

•  Let  me  here  exprefs  my  grateful  remembrance  of  Lord  Somerville's  kindnefs  to  me,  at  a 
very  early  period.  He  was.  the  firft  perfon  of  high  rank  that  took  particular  notice  of  me  in 
the  way  mod  flattering  to.  a  young  man,  fondly  ambitious  of  being  diftinguiihed  for  his  literary 
talents  ;  and  by  the  honour  of  his  encouragement  made  me  think  well  of  myfclf,  and  afpire  to 
deferve  it  better.  He  had  a  happy  art  of  communicating  his  varied  knowledge  of  the  world, 
in  lhort  remarks  and  anecdotes,  with  a  quiet  pleafant  gravity,  that  was  exceedingly  engaging. 
Never  (hall  I  forget  the  hours  which  I  enjoyed  with  him  at  his  apartments  in  the  Royal  Palace  of  j 

Holy-Rood  Houfe,  and  at  his  feat  near  Edinburgh,  which  he  himfelf  had  formed  with  an 
elegant  tafte. 

noble 
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jiohle  friends^  were  fuch  as  that  a  good  man  would  wifh  to  have  his  inti-  *78*- 
macy  with  them  known  to  pofterity."  This  will  not  apply  to  Lord  Mansfield,  jjfa£~7t9 
who  was  not  ennobled  in  Pope's  life-time ;  but  Johnfon  fhould  have  recol- 
le&ed,  that  Lord  Marchmont  was  one  of  thofe  noble  friends.  He  includes  his 
Lordfhip  along  with  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  a  charge  of  negleft  of  the  papers 
which  Pope  left  by  his  will ;  when,  in  truth,  as  I  my felf  pointed  out  to  him, 
before  he  wrote  that  poet's  life,  the  papers  were  cc  committed  to  the  fole  care 
and  judgement  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  unlefs  he  (Lord  Bolingbroke)  fhall  not 
furvive  me  "  fo  that  Lord  Marchmont  had  no  concern  whatever  with  them. 
After  the  firft  edition  of  the  Lives,  Mr.  Malone,  whofe  love  of  juftice  is 
equal  to  his  accuracy,  made,  in  my  hearing,  the  fame  remark  to  Johnfon  { 
yet  he  omitted  to  correft  the  erroneous  ftatement.  Thefe  particulars  I 
mention,  in  the  belief  that  there  was  only  forgetfulnefs  in  my  friend ;  but 
I  owe  this  much  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont's  reputation,  who,  were  there 
no  other  memorials,  will  be  immortalifed  by  that  line  of  Pope,  in  the 
verfes  on  his  Grotto : 

"  And  the  bright  flame  was  (hot  through  Marchmont's  foul." 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  if  Pope, 

cc  [Somewhat  free]  fufficiently  bold  in  his  criticifms, 

cc  All  the  gay  [niceties]  varieties  of  diftion. 

"  Strikes. the  imagination  with  far  [more]  greater  force. 

«  It  is  [probably]  certainly  the  nobleft  verfion  of  poetry  which  the  world 
has  ever  feen. 

cc  Every  flieet  enabled  him  to  write  the  next  with  [lefs  trouble]  more 
facility. 

"  No  man  fympathizes  with  [vanity  deprefled]  the  forrows  of  vanity. 

cc  It  had  been  [criminal]  lefs  eafily  excufed. 

"  When  he  [threatened  to  lay  down]  talked  of  laying  down  his  pen. 

u  Society  [is  fo  named  emphatically  in  oppofition  to]  politically  regulated, 
is  a  ft  ate  contra-diftingmfhed  from  a  ftate  of  nature. 

"  A  fidkitious  life  of  an  [abfurd]  infatuated  fcholar. 

cc  A  foolifh  [contempt,  difregard,]  difefteem  of  Kings. 

Z  z  2  cc  His 
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^J.-^w      "  ***s  ^°Pes  an(*  ^ears»  **is  J°ys  m&  forrows  [wcr^  K^e  *h°fe  of  other 

JEm.  72.  mortals]  aUed  Jlrongly  upon  his  mind. 

"  Eager  to  purfue  knowledge  and  attentive  to  [accumulate]  retain  it* 

t(  A  mind  [excurfive]  a&ive,  ambitious,  and  adventurous. 

fC  In  its  [nobleft]  wideft  fearches  ftill  longing  to  go  forward* 

"  He  wrote  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  expofe  him  to  few  [neglefts} 
hazards. 

"  The  [reafonablenefs]  jujiice  of  my  determination, 

"  A  [favourite]  delicious  employment  of  the  poets. 

"  More  terrifick  and  more  powerful  [beings]  phantoms  perform  on  the 
ftormy  ocean. 

Cf  The  inventor  of  [thofe]  this  petty  [beings]  nation. 

"  The  [mind]  heart  naturally  loves  truth."  . 

In  the  Life  of  Addison  we  find  an  unpleafing  account  of  his  having 
lent  Steele  a  hundred  pounds,  and  cc  reclaimed  his  loan  by  an  execution." 
In  the  new  edition  of  the  Biograpbia  Britamicay  the  authenticity  of  this 
anecdote  is  denied.  But  Mr.  M  alone  has  obliged  me  with  the  following  note 
concerning  it : 

cc  Many  perfons  having  doubts  concerning  this  fa£t,  I  applied  to  Dr. 
Johnfon  to  learn  on  what  authority  he  aflerted  it .  He  told  me,  he  had  it 
from  Savage,  who  lived  in  intimacy  with  Steele,  and  who  informed  him, 
that  Steele  told  him  the  ftory  with  tears  in  his  eyes. — Ben  Viftor,  Dr.  Johnfon 
faid,  likewife  informed  him  of  this  remarkable  tranfaftion,  from  the  relation 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  the  comedian,  who  was  alio  an  intimate  of  Steele's.— 
Some,  in  defence  of  Addifon,  have  faid,  that  c  the  aft  was  done  with  the 
good-natured  view  of  roufing  Steele,  and  corre&ing  that  profufion  which 
always  made  him  neceffitous.' — c  If  that  were  the  cafe,  (faid  Johnfon,)  and 
that  he  only  wanted  to  alarm  Steele,  he  would  afterwards  have  returned  the 
money  to  his  friend,  which  it  is  not  pretended  he  did.' — c  This,  too,  (he 
added,)  might  be  retorted  by  an  advocate  for  Steele,  who  might  alledge,  that 
he  did  not  repay  the  loan  intentionally  y  merely  to  fee  whether  Addifon  would 
be  mean  and  ungenerous  enough  to  make  ufe  of  legal  procefs  to  recover  it* 
But  of  fuch  (peculations  there  is  no  end :  we  cannot  dive  into  the  hearts  of 
men  j  but  their  aftions  are  open  to  obfervation,' 

«  I  then 
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«  I  then  mentioned  to  him  that  fome  people  thought  that  Mr.  Addifon's  >78,« 
charadter  was  fo  pure,  that  the  fa&,  though  true,  ought  to  have  been  fuppreffed.  ^totT~^ 
He  faw  no  reafon  for  this.  c  If  nothing  but  the  bright  fide  of  chara&ers 
fhould  be  fhewn,  we  fhould  fit  down  in  delpondency,  and  think  it  utterly 
impoffible  to  imitate  them  in  any  thing.  The  facred  writers  (he  obferved) 
related  the  vicious  as  well  as  the  virtuous  actions  of  men ;  which  had  this 
iftoral  effedt,  that  it  kept  mankind  from  defpair,  into  which  otherwife  they 
would  naturally  fall,  were  they  not  fupported  by  the  recolle&ion  that  others 
had  offended  like  themfelves,  and  by  penitence  and  amendment  of  life  had 
been  reftored  to  the  favour  of  Heaven/ 

"  March  15,  1782.  E.  M." 

The  laft  paragraph  of  this  note  is  of  great  importance  5  and  I  requeft  that 
my  readers  may  confider  it  with  particular  attention*  It  will  be  afterwards 
referred  to  in  this  work. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  gf  Addison. 

cc  [But  he  was  our  firft  great  example]  He  was,  however,  one  of  our 
earliejl  examples  of  corre&nefs. 

■ 

cc  And  [overlook]  defpife  their  matters." 

cc  His  inftru&ions  were  fuch  as  the  [ftate]  character  of  his  [own  time} 
readers  made  [neceflary]  proper. 

€C  His  purpdfe  was  to  [diffufe]  infufe  literary  curiofity  by  gentle  and 
unfulpedbed  conveyance  [among]  into  the  gay,  the  idle,  and  the  wealthy.    * 

fC  Framed  rather  for  thole  that  [wifh]  are  learning  to  write. 

cc  Domeftick  [manners]  femes. 

In  his  Life  of  Parnell,  I  wonder  that  Johnfon  omitted  to  infert  an 
Epitaph  which  he  had  long  before  compofed  for  that  amiable  man,  without 
ever  writing  it  down,  but  which  he  was  fo  good  as,  at  my  requeft,  to  dictate 
me,  by  which  means  it  has  been  preferved. 

'V 

cc  Htc  requiefcit  Thomas  Parnell,   S.  T.  P* 

£$ui  facer dos  par  iter  et  Poet  a, 

Utrafque  partes  it  a  implevit, 
€€  Ut  neque  facerdoti  fuavitas  poet*y 
u  Nee  poet  a  facer dotis  fan ff it  as  deejfet" 

%  Various 
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Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Parnell. 

"  About  three  years  [after]  afterwards. 

"  [Did  not  much  want]  was  in  no  great  need  of  improvement. 

"  But  his  profperity  did  not  loft  long  [was  clouded  by  that  which  took  away 
all  his  powers  of  enjoying  either  profit  or  pleafure,  the  death  of  his  wife, 
whom  he  is  faid  to  have  lamented  with  fuch  forrow,  as  haftened  his  end  \] 
His  end,  whatever  was  the  caufe,  was  now  approaching. 

cc  In  the  Hermit,  die  [compofition]  narrative,  as  it  is  lefi  airy,  is  lefs 
pleating," 

*  *      . 

In  the  Life  of  Blackmore,  we  find  that  writer's  reputation  generoufly 
cleared  by  Johnfon,  from  the  cloud  of  prejudice  which  the  malignity  of  con- 
temporary wits  had  raifed  around  it.  In  this  fpirited  exertion  of  juftice,  he 
has  been  imitated  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  in  his  praife  of  the  architedture  of 
Vanburgh. 

We  trace  Johnfon's  own  charafter  in  his  obfervation  on  Blackmore's 
€€  magnanimity  as  an  authour." — "  The  inceflant  attacks  of  his  enemies, 
whether  ferious  or  merry,  are  never  difcovered  to  have  difturbed  his  quiet,  or 
to  have  leffened  his  confidence  in  himfelf."  Johnfon,  I  recoiled,  once  told 
me,  laughing  heartily,  that  he  understood  it  had  been  faid  of  him,  cc  He 
appears  not  to  feel  *  but,  when  he  is  alone,  depend  upon  it,  h&Juffersfadly" 
I  am  as  certain  as  I  can  be  of  any  man's  real  ientiments,  that  he  enjoyed  the 
perpetual  (hower  of  little  hoftile  arrows,  as  evidences  of  his  fame. 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Blackmore. 

w  To  [fet]  engage  poetry  [on  the  fide]  in  the  caufe  of  virtue, 

"  He  likewife  [eftablifhed]  efiforced  the  truth  of  Revelation, 

u  [Kindnefs]  benevolence  was  afhamed  to  favour. 

"  His  practice,  which  was  once  [very  extenfive]  invidioufly  great" 

"  There  is  fcarcely  any  diftemper  of  dreadful  name  [of]  which  he  has  not 
[(hewn]  taught  bis  reader  how  [it  is]  to  [be  oppofed]  oppofe* 

"*  I  fhould  have  thought  that  Johnfon,  who  had  felt  the  ferere  affll&Ion  from  which  Parnell 
never  recovered,  would  have  preferved  this  paffage. 

6  «  Of 
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«  Of  this  [contemptuous]  indecent  arrogance. 
Cf  [He  wrote)  but  produced  likewife  a  work  of  a  different  kind. 
cc  At  leaft  [written]  compiled  with  integrity. 

cc  Faults  which  many  tongues  £were  defirous]  would  have  made  hafte  to 
publifh. 

«  But  though  he  [had  not]  could  not  boaft  of  much  critical  knowledge. 

cc  He  [ufed]  waited  for  no  felicities  of  fancyy 

cc  Or  had  ever  elevated  his  [mind]  views  to  that  ideal  perfection  which 
every  [mind]  genius  born  to  excel  is  condemned  always  to  purfue  and  never 
overtake. 

«  The  [firft  great]  fundamental  principle  of  wifdom  and  of  virtue.'* 

•  ^  i 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  ^Philips. 

<c  His  dreaded  [rival]  antagonift  Pope* 

u  They  [have  not  often  much]  are  not  loaded  with  thought. 

"  In  his  tranflations  from  Pindar,  he  [will  not  be  denied  to  Jhaye  leached] 
found  the  art  of  reaching  all  the  obfcurity  of  the  Theban  bard." 

Various  readings  in  the  life  of  Congreve. 

"  Congreve's  converfation  muft  furely  have  been  at  leaft  equally  pleafing 
with  his  writings. 

<c  It  apparently  [requires]  p-e-fuppofes  a   familiar   knowledge  of  ma 
characters. 

€€  Reciprocation  of  [fimilies]  conceits. 

"  The  dialogue  is  quick  and  [various]  JparkKng. 

"  Love  for  Love*  a  comedy  [more  drawn  from  life]  of  nearer  alliance  /* 
Kfi. 

cc  The  general  chara&er  of  his  mifcellanies  is,  that  they  fhew  little  wit 
and  [no]  little  virtue. 

"  [Perhaps]  certainly  he  had  not  the  fire  requifite  for  the  higher  fpecies  of 
lyrick  poetry." 

Various 
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■ 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Tickeil, 

'      •  •  .  '■  '  •'  i 

€€  [Longed]  long  wijbed  to  perufe  it. 

.  *  .' 

"  At  the  [acceffion]  arrival  of  King  George. 

"  Fi&ion  [unnaturally]  unjkilfully  compounded  of  Grecian  deities  and 


Gothick  fairies. 
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Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Akenside. 

*€  For  [another]  a  different  purpofc. 

cc  [A  furious]  an  umeceffaty  and  outrageous  zeal. 

t€  [Something  which]  what  he  called  and  thought  liberty. 

<€  A  [favourer  of  innovation]  lover  of  contradiction. 

cf  Warburton's  [cenfurc]  objections. 

"His  rage  [for  liberty]  of  fatriotifm. 

cc  Mr.  Dyfon  with  [a  zeal]  an  ardour  of  friendlhip." 

In  the  Life  of  Lyttelton,  Johnfon  feems  to  have  been  not  favourably 
difpofed  towards  that  nobleman.  Mrs.  Thrale  fuggefts  that  he  was  offended 
by  Molly  After! s  preference  of  his  Lordfhip  to  him  \    I  can  by  no  means 

*  Let  not  my  readers  fmile  to  think  of  Johnfon's  being  a  candidate  for  female  favour ;  Mr* 
Peter  Garrick  afiured  me,  that  he  was  told  by  a  lady,  that  in  her  opinion  Johnfon  was  "  a  very 
/educing  man**  Difadvantages  of  perfon  and  manner  may  be  forgotten,  where  intellectual 
pleafure  is  communicated  to  a  fujceptible  mind;  and  that  Johnfon  was  capable  of  feeling  the  moft 
delicate  and  difintcrefted  attachment,  appears  from  the  following  letter,  which  is  publilhed  by 
Mrs*  Thxale,  with  fome  ethers  to  the  fame  perfon,  of  which  the  excellence  is  not  Co  apparent: 

To  Mifs  BOOTHBT. 

«•  Dearest  Madam,  January,  \j$$. 

«  THOUGH  I  am  afraid  your  illnefs  leaves  yon  little  Icifure  for  the  reception  of 
airy  civilities,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  pay  you  my  congratulations  on  the  new  year;  and  to  declare 
my  wifhes  that  your  years  to  come  may  be  many  and  happy.  In  this  wifh,  indeed,  I  include  ' 
myfelf,  who  have  none  but  you  on  whom  my  heart  repofes;  yet  furely  I  wifh  your  good,  even 
though  your  fituation  were  fuch  as  (hould  permit  you  to  communicate  no  gratification*  to, 
deareft,  deareft  Madam,  *• 

y  Your,  &c  ¥ 

"  Sam*  Johhson.'* 

JOIA 
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join  the  cenfure  bcftowed  by  Johnfon  on  his  Lordfhip,  whom  he  calls  "  poor 
Lyttelton,"  for  returning  thanks  to  the  Critical  Reviewers,  for  having  "  kindly  jjj^T  7% 
commended0  his  "  Dialogues  of  the  Dead"  Such  "  acknowledgements  (fays 
my  friend)  never  can  be  proper,  fince  they  muft  be  paid  either  for  flattery 
or  for  juftice."  In  my  opinion,  the  moft  upright  man,  who  has  been  tried 
on  a  falfe  accufation,  may,  when  he  is  acquitted,  make  a  bow  to  his  jury. 
And  when  thofe  who,  no  matter  by  what  right,  are  fo  much  the  arbiters  of 
literary  merit,  as  in  a  confiderable  degree  to  influence  the  publick  opinion* 
review  an  authour's  work,  placido  famine >  when  I  am  afraid  mankind  in  general 
are  better  pieafed  with  feverity,  he  may  furely  exprefs  a  grateful  fenfe  of  their 
civility. 

Various  readings  in  the  life  of  Lytteltok. 

cc  He  folaced  [himfelf]  bis  grief  by  writing  a  long  poem  to  her  memory. 

cc  The  produftion  rather  [of  a  mind  that  means  well  than  thinks  vigoroufly] 
as  it  ferns  of  leifure  than  of  Jiudy>  rather  effufiom  than  compofttions. 

cc  His  laft  literary  [work]  production. 

€t  [Found  the  way]  undertook  to  persuade/* 


As  the  introdu&ion  to  his  critical  examination  of  the  genius  and  writings  of 
*  Youno,  he  did  Mr.  Herbert  Croft,  then  a  Barrifter  of  Lincoln's-inn,  now  a 
clergyman,  the  honour  to  adopt  a  Life  of  Young  written  by  that  gentleman, 
who  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Young's  (on,  and  wifhed  to  vindicate  him  from 
fome  very  mittaken  remarks  to  his  prejudice.  Mr.  Croft's  performance  was 
fubjefted  to  the  revifion  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  as  appears  from  the  following 
note  to  Mr.  John  Nichols : 

c<  This  Life  of  Dr.  Young  was  written  by  a  friend  of  his  fon.     What- 
is  crofled  with  black  is  expunged  by  the  authour,  what  is  crofled  with  red  is 
expunged  by  me.     If  you  find  any  thing  more  that  can  be  well  omitted, 
I  fliall  not  be  forry  to  fee  it  yet  ihorter." 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  have  a  confiderable  fhare  of  merit,  and 
to  difplay  a  pretty  fuccefeful  imitation  of  Johnfon's  ftyle.  When  I  mentioned 
this  to  a  very  eminent  literary  charafter,  he  oppofed  me'  vehemently,  ex- 
claiming, "  No,  no,  it  is  not  a  good  imitation  of  Johnfon  •,  it  has  all  his  pomp 
without  his  force ;  it  has  all  the  nodofities  of  the  oak  without  its  ftrength." 
This  was  an  image  fo  happy,  that  one  might  have  thought  he  would  have 

Vol.  II.  A  a  a  been 
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been  fatisfied  with  it ;  but  he  was  not.     And  fetting  his  mind  again  to  work, 
he  added,  with  exquifite  felicity,  "  It  has  all  the  contortions  of  the  Sybil, 

without  the  infpiration." 

Mr.  Croft  very  properly  guards  us  againft  fuppofing  that  Young  was  a 
gloomy  man  j  and  mentions,  that  "  his  parifh  was  indebted  to  the  good- 
humour  of  the  authour  of  the  '  Night  Thoughts'  for  an  Affembly  and  a 
Bowling-Green."  A  letter  from  a  noble  foreigner  is  quoted,  in  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  been  cc  very  pleafant  in  converfation." 

Mr.  Langton,  who  frequently  vifited  him,  informs  me,  that  there  was  an 
air  of  benevolence  in  his  manner,  but  that  he  could  obtain  from  him  lefs 
information  than  he  had  hoped  to  receive  from  one  who  had  lived  fb  much  in 
intercourfe  with  the  brighteft  men  of  what  has  been  called  the  Auguftan 
age  of  England ;  and  that  he  fhewed  a  degree  of  eager  curiofity  concerning 
the  common  occurrences  that  were  then  pafling,  which  appeared  fome- 
what  remarkable  in  a  man  of  fuch  intellectual  ftores,  of  fuch  an  advanced 
age,  and  who  had  retired  from  life  with  declared  difappointment  in  his 
expectations. 

An  inftance  at  once  of  his  penfive  turn  of  mind,  and  his  cheerfulnefs  of  temper, 
appeared  in  a  little  ftory  which  he  himfelf  told  to  Mr.  Langton,  when  they 
were  walking  in  his  garden:  "  Here  (faid  he)  I  had  put  a  handfome  fun-dial, 
with  this  infcription,  Eheu  fugaces !  which  (ipeaking  with  a  fmile)  was  fadly 
verified,  for  by  the  next  morning  my  dial  had  been  carried  off." 

It  gives  me  much  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  however  Johnfon  may  have 
cafually  talked,  yet  when  he  fits,  as  "  an  ardent  judge  zealous  to  his  truft,  giving 
fentence,"  upon  die  excellent  works  of  Young,  he  allows  them  the  high  praife 
to  which  they  are  juftly  entitled.  cc  The  Universal  Pqffion  (fays  he)  is  indeed 
a  very  great  performance, — his  diftichs  have  the  weight  of  folid  fentiment, 
and  his  points  the  fliarpnefs  of  refiftlefs  truth." 

But  I  was  moft  anxious  concerning  Johnfon*s  decifion  upon  rc  Night 
Thoughts"  which  I  efteem  as  a  mafs  of  the  grandeft  and  richeft  poetry  that 
human  genius  has  ever  produced  \  and  was  delighted  to  find  this  character 
of  that  work  :  "  In  his  c  Night  Thoughts'  he  has  exhibited  a  very  wide  difplay 
of  original  poetry,  variegated  with  deep  reflections  and  ftriking  allufionsj  a 
wildernefs  of  thought,  in  which  the  fertility  of  fancy  fcatters  flowers  of  every 
hue  and  of  every  odour.  This  is  one  of  the  few  poems  in  which  blank  verfe 
could  not  be  changed  for  rhime  but  with  difad vantage."  And  afterwards* 
iC  Particular  lines  are  not  to  be  regarded,  the  power  is  in  the  whole,  and  in 

the 
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the  whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like  that  afcribed  to  Chinefe  plantation,      1781. 
Ae  magnificence  of  vaft  extent  and  endlefs  diverfity."  jEtauT*. 

But  there  is  in  this  Poem  not  only  all  that  Johnfon  fo  well  brings  in  view, 
but  a  power  of  the  Pathetick  beyond  almoft  any  example  that  I  have  feen. 
He  who  does  not  feel  his  nerves  fhaken,  and  his  heart  pierced  by  many  paffages 
in  this  extraordinary  work,  particularly  by  that  moft  affedting  one,  which 
defcribes  the  gradual  torment  fuffered  by  the  contemplation  of  an  objeft  of 
affeftionate  attachment,  vifibly  and  certainly  decaying  into  difiblution,  mull 
be  of  a  hard  and  obftinate  frame. 

To  all  the  other  excellencies  of  Cf  Night  Thoughts"  let  me  add  the  great 
and  peculiar  one,  that  they  contain  not  only  die  nobleft  fentiments  of  virtue, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  but  the  Chriftian  Sacrifice,  the  Divine  Propi- 
tiation, with  all  its  interefting  circumftances,  and  confolations  to  "  a  wounded 
fpirit,"  folemnly  and  poetically  difplayed  in  fuch  imagery  and  language,  as 
cannot  fail  to  exalt,  animate,  and  foothe  the  truly  pious.  No  book  whatever 
can  be  recommended  to  young  perfons,  with  better  hopes  of  feafoning  their 
minds  with  vital  religion  than  Young's  cc  Night  Thoughts." 

In  the  Life  of  Swift,  it  appears  to  me  that  Johnfon  had  a  certain  degree 
of  prejudice  againft  that  extraordinary  man,  of  which  I  have  elfewhere  had 
occafion  to  fpeak.  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  imputed  it  to  a  fuppofed  appre- 
henfion  in  Johnfon,  that  Swift  had  not  been  fufficiently  a&ive  in  obtaining  for 
him  an  Irifh  degree  when  it  was  folicited 5,  but  of  this  there  was  not  fufficient 
evidence ;  and  let  me  not  prefume  to  charge  Johnfon  with  injuftice,  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  fo  highly  of  the  writings  of  this  authour,  as  I  have  done 
from  my  youth  upwards.  Yet  that  he  had  an  unfavourable  bias  is  evident, 
were  it  only  from  that  pafiage  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  Swift's  pradlice  of 
faving,  as,  "  firft  ridiculous  *and  at  laft  deteftable ;"  and  yet  after  fome 
examination  of  circumftances,  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  own,  that  "  it  will 
perhaps  appear  that  he  only  liked  one  mode  of  expence  better  than  another, 
and  faved  merely  that  he  might  have  fomething  to  give." 

One  obfervation  which  Johnfon  makes  in  Swift's  life  fhould  be  often 
inculcated:  "  It  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  that,  there  was  in  his  converfation 
what  appears  fo  frequently  in  his  letters,  an  affe&ation  of  familiarity  with  the 
great,  an  ambition  of  momentary  equality,  fought  and  enjoyed  by  the  negle£t 
of  thofe  ceremonies  which  cuftom  has  eftabliflied  as  the  barriers  between  one 
order  of  fociety  and  another.  This  tranigreflion  of  regularity  was  by  himfelf 
and  his  admirers  termed  greatnefs  of  foul  5  but  a  great  mind  difdains  to  hokl 

3  See  page  67  of  Vol.  I, 

A  a. a  2  any 
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1781.     any  thing  by  courtefy,  and  therefore  never  ufurps  what  a  lawful  claimant  ftwjr 
]%xat.7z.  take  away*     Me  that  encroaches  on  another's  dignity  puts  lymfelf  in  his 

power ;  he  is  either  repelled  with  helplefc  indignity,  or  endured  by  clemency 

and  condefcenfion." 

Various  readings  in  the  Life  of  Swift. 

"  Charity  may  be  perfuaded  to  think  that  it  might  be  written  by  a  man  of 
4  peculiar  [opinions]  cbaraffer,  without  ill  intention. 

cc  He  did  not  [difown]  deny  it. 

«  [To]  by  whofe  kindnefs  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  was  [indebted  for] 
advanced  to  his  benefices. 

cc  [With]  for  this  purpofe  he  had  recourfe  to  Mr.  Harley. 

"  Sharpe,  whom  he  [reprefents]  defcribes  as  «  the  harmlefs  tool  of  others  hate/ 

iC  Harley  was  flow  becaufe  he  was  [irrefbhite]  doubtful. 

€€  When  [readers  were  not  many]  we  were  not  yet  a  nation  of  readers. 

<c  [Every  man  who]  be  that  could  fay  be  knew  him. 

<c  Every  man  of  known  influence  has  fo  many  [more]  petitions  [than] 
which  he  [can]  cannot  grant,  that  he  mull  neceflarily  offend  more  than  he 
[can  gratify]  gratifies. 

cc  Ecclefiaftical  [preferments]  benefices. 
"  Swift  [procured]  contrived  an  interview. 

"  [As  a  writer]  In  bis  works  he  has  given  very  different  (pecimens; 

cc  On  all  common  occafions  he  habitually  [aflumes]  affefis  a  ftyle  of 
[fuperiority]  arrogance. 

cc  By  the  [omiflion]  negle£t  of  thofe  ceremonies. 

«  That  their  merits  filled  the  world  [and]  or  that  there  was  no  [room  for] 
hope  of  more." 

I  have  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  order  of  the  "  Lives/'  in  making  my 
few  remarks.  Indeed  a  different  order  is  obferved  in  the  original  publication, 
and  in  the  colledtion  of  Johnfon's  Works.  And  fhould  it  be  obje&ed,  that 
many  of  my  various  readings  are  inconfiderable,  thofe  who  make  the  obje&ion 
will  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that  fuch  fmall  particulars  are  intended  for  thofe 
<who  are  nicely  critical  in  compofition,  to  whom  they  will  be  an  acceptable 
feledion. 

cf  Spence's 
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u  Spence's  Anecdotes/'  which  are  frequently  quoted  and  referred  to  in      i78x* 
Johnfon's  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  are  in  a  manufcript  colle&ion,  made  by  the  ^t~v~7^ 
Reverend  Dr.  Jofeph  Spence,  containing  a  number  of  particulars  concerning 
eminent  men.     To  each  anecdote  is  marked  the  name  of  the  perfon  on  whofe 
authority  it  is  mentioned.     This  valuable  colle&ion  is  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  upon   the   application  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  was 
pleafed  to  permit  it  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  I  am  forry 
to  think  made  but  an  aukward  return.     "  Great  afliftance  (fays  he)  has  been 
given  me  by  Mr.  Spence's  Colleftion,    of  which  I  confider  the  communi- 
cation as  a  favour  worthy  of  publick  acknowledgement ;"  but  he  has  not 
owned  to  whom  he  wa9  obliged  $   fo  that  the   acknowledgement  is  unap-    . 
propriated  to  his  Grace. 

While  the  world  in  general  was  filled  with  admiration  of  Johnfonrs  cc  Lives 
of  the  Poets,"  there  were  narrow  circles  in  which  prejudice  and  refentment 
were  foftered,  and  from  whence  attacks  of  different  forts  iflued  againft  him. 
By  fome  violent  Whigs  he  was  arraigned  of  injufticd;  t6  Milton;  by  fome 
Cambridge  men  of  depreciating  Gray,  and  his  exprefling  whh  a  dignified 
freedom  what  he  really  thought  of  George,  Lord  Ly ttelton,  gave  offence  to 
fome  of  the  friends  of  that  nobleman,  and  particularly  produced  a  declaration 
of  war  againft  him  from  Mrs.  Montague,  the  ingenious  Eflayift  on  Shakfpeafe, 
between  whom  and  his  Lordftiip  a  commerce  of  reciprocal  compliments 
had  long  been  carried  on.  In  this  war  the  fmaller  powers  in  alliance  with, 
him  were  of  courfe  led  to  engage,  at  leaft  on  the  defenfive,  and  thus  I  for 
one,  was  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  "  A  Feaft  of  Reafon,"  fuch  as 
Mr.  Cumberland  has  defcribed,  with  a  keen,  yet  juft  and  delicate  pen,  in  his 
"  Observer."  Thefe  minute  inconveniencies  gave  not  the  leaft  difturbance  to 
Johnlbn.  He  nobly  faid,  when  I  talked  to  him  of  the  feeble,  though  Jthrill 
outcry  which  had  been  raifed,  "  Sir,  I  confidered  myfelf  as  entrufted  with  a 
certain  portion  of  truth.  I  have  given  my  opinion  fincerely  j  let  them  fhew 
where  they  think  me  wrong." 

While  my  friend  is  thus  contemplated  in  the  fplendour  derived  from  his  laft 
and  perhaps  moft  admirable  work,  I  introduce  him  with  peculiar  propriety 
as  the  correfpondent  of  Warren  Hastings,  a  man  whofe  regard  reflects  - 
dignity  even  upon  Johnson;  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofe  abilities  was 
equal  to  that  of  his  power  j  and  who,  by  thofe  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
know  him  in  private  life,  is  admired  for  his  literature  and  tafte,  and  beloved 
for  the  candour,  moderation,  and  mildnefs  of  his  charafter.   Were  I  capable  of  ' 

paying  a  fuitable  tribute  .of  admiration  to  him,  I  Ihould  certainly  not  with- 

6  hold 
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1781,  hold  it  at  a  moment4  when  if  is  not  poflible  that  I  fhould  be  fufpe&ed  of 
jiitat  ri  being  an  interefted  flatterer.  But  how  weak  would  be  my  voice  after  that 
of  die  millions  whom  he  governed.  His  condefcending  and  obliging  com- 
pliance with  my  felicitation,  I  with  humble  gratitude  acknowledge ;  and  while 
by  publifhing  his  letter  to  me,  accompanying  the  valuable  communication,  I 
do  eminent  honour  to  my  great  friend,  I  fliall  entirely  difregard  any  invidious 
fuggeftions,  that  as  I  in  fome  degree  participate  in  the  honour,  I  have,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  gratification  of  my  own  vanity  in  view. 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Sir,  Park-lane,  Dec.  2,  1790. 

cc  I  have  been  fortunately  fpared  the  troublefome  fufpenfe  of  a  long 
fcarch,  to  which,  in  performance  of  my  promile,  I  had  devoted  this  morn- 
ing, by  lighting  upon  the  objetts  of  it  among  the  firft  papers  that  I  laid  my 
hands  on :  my  veneration  for  your  great  and  good  friend,  Dr.  Johnfon,  and 
the  pride,  or  I  hope  fomething  of  a  better  fentiment,  which  I  indulged  in 
poflefling  fuch  memorials  of  his  good-will  towards  me,  having  induced  me 
to  bind  them  in  a  parcel  containing  other  feleft  papers,  and  labelled  with  the 
titles  appertaining  to  them.  They  confift  but  of  three  letters,  which  I. 
believe  were  all  that  I  ever  received  from  Dr.  Johnfon.  Of  thefe,  one, 
which  was  written  in  quadruplicate,  under  the  different  dates  of  its  refpeftive 
difpatches,  has  already  been  made  publick,  but  not  from  any  communica- 
tion of  mine.  This,  however,  I  have  joined  to  the  reft ;  and  have  now  the 
pleafure  of  fending  them  to  you  for  the  ufe  to  which  you  informed  me  it 
was  your  defire  to  deftine  them. 

"  My  promife  was  pledged  with  the  condition,  that  if  the  letters  were 
found  to  contain  any  thing  which  fhould  render  them  improper  for  the 
publick  eye,  you  would  difpenfe  with  the  performance  of  it.  You  will  have 
the  goodnefs,  I  am  fure,  to  pardon  my  recalling  diis  ftipulation  to  your 
recolle&ion,  as  I  fhould  be  loth  to  appear  negligent  of  that  obligation  which 
is  always  implied  in  an  epiftolary  confidence.  In  the  refervation  of  that 
right  I  have  read  them  over  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  attention,  but  have 
not  feen  in  them  the  flighted  caufe  on  that  ground  to  with- hold  them  from 
you.  But,  though  not  on  that,  yet  on  another  ground  I  own  I  feel  a  little, 
yet  but  a  little,  relu&ance,  to  part  with  them :  I  mean  oa^that  of  my  own 

T  on : 
4  January,  1791. 

credit, 
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credit,  which  I  fear  will  fuffer  by  the  information  conveyed  by  them,  that  I  I7Sl- 
was  early  in  the  pofleflion  of  fuch  valuable  inftru&ions  for  the  beneficial  ^tal#  ?2i 
employment  of  the  influence  of  my  late  ftation,  and  (as  it  may  feem)  have 
fo  little  availed  myfelf  of  them.  Whether  I  could,  if  it  were  necefTary, 
defend  myfelf  againft  fuch  an  imputation,  it  little  concerns  the  world  to 
know.  I  look  only  to  the  effect  which  thefe  relicks  may  produce,  confidered 
as  evidences  of  the  virtues  of  their  authour :  and  believing  that  they  will  be 
found  to  dilplay  an  uncommon  warmth  of  private  friendlhip,  and  a  mind 
ever  attentive  to  the  improvement  and  extenfion  of  ufeful  knowledge,  and 
felicitous  for  the  interefts  of  mankind,  I  can  cheerfully  fubmit  to  the 
little  facrifice  of  my  own  fame  to  contribute  to  the  illuftration  of  fo  great 
and  venerable  a  charafter.  They  cannot  be  better  applied,  for  that  end, 
than  by  being  entrufted  to  your  hands.  Allow  me,  with  this  offering,  to 
infer  from  it  a  proof  of  the  very  great  efteem  with  which  I  hive  the  honour 
to  profefs  myfelf,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

cf  And  moll  humble  fervant, 

"  Warren  Hastings. 

cf  P.  $.   At  fbme  future  time,  and  when  you  have  no  further  occafion  for. 
thefe  papers,  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  return  them." 

The  laft  of  the  three  letters  thus  gracioufly  put  into  my  hands,  and  which 
has  already  appeared  in  publick,  belongs  to  this  year ;  but  I  fhall  previoufly 
infert  the  two  firft  in  the  order  of  their  dates.     They  altogether  form  a  grand . 
group  in  my  biographical  pidture. 

2i  the  Honourable  Warren  Hastings,.^. 
«  Sir,. 

cc  THOUGH  I.  have  had  but  litde  perfonal  knowledge  of  you,  I 
have  had  enough  to  make  me  wifh  for  more ;  and  though  it  be  now  a  long 
time  fince  I  was  honoured  by  your  vifit,  I  had  too  much  pleafure  from  it  to 
forget  it.  By  thofe  whom  we  delight  to  remember,  we  are  unwilling  to  be 
forgotten;  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  reviving  myfelf  in 
,  your  memory  by  a  letter  which  you  will  receive  from  the  hands  of -my 
friend  Mr.  Chambers 5  -,  a  man,  whole  purity  of  manners  and  vigour  of  mind  . 
are  Efficient  to  make  every  thing  welcome  that  he  brings. 

5  Now  Sir  Robert  Chalmers,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Judges  in  India. 

«   That. 


\ 


*     • 
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"  That  this  is  my  only  rcafon  for  writing,  will  be  too  apparent  by  the 
ufeleflhefs  of  my  letter  to  any.  other  purpofe.  I  have  no  queftions  to  afk> 
not  that  I  want  curiofity  after  either  the  ancient  or  prefent  ftate  of  regions, 
in  which  have  been  feen  all  the  power  and  fplendour  of  wide-extended 
empire ;  and  which,  as  by  fome  grant  of  natural  fuperiority,  fupply  the  reft 
of  the  world  with  almoft  all  that  pride  defires,  and  luxury  enjoys.  But  my 
knowledge  of  them  is  too  fcanty  to  fornifli  me  with  proper  topicks  of 
enquiry ;  I  can  only  wilh  for  information  j  and  hope,  that  a  mind  compre- 
henfive  like  yours  will  find  leifure,  amidft  the  cares  of  your  important 
ftation,  to  enquire  into  many  fubjeCts  of  which  the  European  world  either 
thinks  not  at  all,  or  thinks  with  deficient  intelligence  and  uncertain  conjecture. 
I  fhall  hope,  that  he  who  once  intended  to  increafe  the  learning  of  his 
country  by  the  introduction  of  the  Perfian  language,  will  examine  nicely  the 
traditions  and  hiftories  of  the  Eaft  -,  that  he  will  furvey  the  wonders  of  its 
ancient  edifices,  and  trace  the  veftiges  of  its  ruined  cities ;  and  that,  at  his 
return,  we  (hall  know  the  arts  and  opinions  of  a  race  of  men,  from  whom 
very  little  has  been  hitherto  derived. 

"  You,  Sir,  have  no  need  of  being  told  by  me,  how  much  may  be 
added  by  your  attention  kand  patronage  to  experimental  knowledge  and  natural 
hiftory.  There  are  arts  of  manufacture  praCtjfed  in  the  countries  in  which 
you  prefide,  which  are  yet  very  imperfectly  known  here,  either  to  artificers 
or  philofophers.  Of  the  natural  productions,  animate  and  inanimate,  we  yet 
have  fo  little  intelligence,  that  our  books  are  filled,  I  "fear,  with  conjectures 
about  things  which  an  Indian  peafant  knows  by  his  fenfes.. 

"  Many  of  thofe .  things  my  firft  wifh  i$  to  fee ;  rrjy  fecond  to  know  by 
fuch  accounts  as  a  man  like  you  will  be  able,  to  .give. 

cc  As  I  have  not  fkill  to  afk  proper  queftions,  I  have  Jikewife  no  fudi 
accels  to  great  men  as  can  enable  me  to  fend  you.  any  political  informa- 
tion. Of  the  agitations  of  arrunfettled  gQvernmen*,  and  the  ftruggles  of  a 
feeble  miniftry,  care  is  doubtlefs  taken  to  give  you  more*  exaCt  .accounts  than 
I  can  obtain.  If  you  are  inclined  to  intereft  yourfelf  much  in  publick 
tranfaCtions,  it  is  no  mtsfortune  to  you  to  be  fo  diftant  frpm  them. 

"  That  literature  is  not  totally  forfaking  us,  and  that  your  favourite 
language  is  not  negleCted,  will  appear  from  the  book 6,  which  I  fhould  have 
.pleafed  myfelf  more  with  fending,  if  I  could  have  prefented  it  bounds  but 


*  Jone&  "  Perfian  Grammar. 
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time  was  wanting.     I  beg,  however,  Sir,    that  you  will  accept  it  from  a      i781- 
*|Tian  very  defirous  of  your  regard ;  and  that  if  you  think  me  able  to  gratify  ^ut^ ?2, 
you  by  any  thing  more  important,  you  will  employ  me. 

c<  I  am  now  going  to  take  leave,  perhaps  a  very  long  leave,  of  my  dear 
Mr,  Chambers.  That  he  is  going  to  live  where  you  govern,  may  juftly 
alleviate  the  regret  of  parting ;  and  the  hope  of  feeing  both  him  and  you 
again,  which  I  am  not  willing  to  mingle  with  doubt,  muft  at  prefent, 
comfort  as  it  can,  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  March 30,  1774.  Sam.  JOHNSOH." 

ft  the  fame* 

fc  Sir, 

"  BEING  informed  that  by  the  departure  of  a  fhip,  there  is  now  aft 
opportunity  of  writing  to  Bengal,  I  am  unwilling  to  flip  out  of  your  memory 
by  my  own  negligence,  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of 
my  exiftence,  by  fending  you  a  book  which  is  not  yet  made  publick. 

"  I  have  lately  vifited  a  region  lefs  remote,  and  lefs  illuftrious  than  India* 
which  afforded  fome  occafions  for  fpeculation;  what  occurred  to  me,  I  have 
put  into  the  volume 7,  of  which  I  beg  your  acceptance. 

"  Men  in  your  ftation  fcldom  have  prefents  totally  difintereftedi  my  book 
is  received,  let  me  now  make  my  rcqueft. 

cc  There  is,  Sir,  fomewhere  within  your  government,  a  young  adventurer, 
one  Chauncy  Lawrence,  whofe  father  is  one  of  my  oldeft  friends.  Be 
pleafed  to  (hew  the  young  man  what  countenance  is  fit,  whether  he  wants  to 
be  reftrained  by  your  authority,  or  encouraged  by  your  favour.  His  father 
is  now  Prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  a  man  venerable  for  his 
knowledge,  and  more  venerable  for  his  virtue. 

«  I  wifli  you  a  profperous  government,  a  fafe  return,  and  a  long  enjoy- 
ment of  plenty  and  tranquillity.     I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient 

M  And  moft  humble  fervanr, 

"  London,  Dee.  20,  1774.  Sam.  J  OH  N  SON,* 

■ 

7  «  Journey  to  the  Weftem  Iflandi  of  Scotland," 

■  • 

Vol.  IL  Bbb  To 
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To  the  fame.  ^f 

«f  Sir,  Jan.  9,  178*.     "* 

u  AMIDST  the  importance  and  multiplicity  of  affairs  in  which 
your  great  office  engages  you,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  your  attention 
for  a  moment  to  literature,  and  will  not  prolong  the  interruption  by  an 
apology,  which  your  chara&er  makes  needlefs. 

"  Mr.  Hoole,  a  gentleman  long  known,  and  long  efteemed  in  the  India- 
Houfe,  after  having  traftflated  Taflb,  has  undertaken  Ariofto*  How  well 
he  is  qualified  for  his  undertaking  he  has  already  (hewn.  He  is  defirous*  Sir, 
of  your  favour  in  promoting  his  propofals,  and  flatters  me  by  fuppofing  that 
my  teftimony  may  advance  his  intereft. 

"  It  is  a  new  thing  for  a  clerk  of  the  India-Houfe  to  tranflate  poets-^k  ia 
new  for  a  Governour  of  Bengal  to  patronize  learning.  That  he  may  find  his 
Ingenuity  rewarded,  and  that  learning  may  flourifh  under  your  protedtion,  ia 
the  wifli  ofj  Sir* 

a  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

a  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  wr6te  to  him  in  February,  complaining  of  having  been  troubled  by  x 
recurrence  of  the  perplexing  queftion  of  Liberty  and  Neceffity— ind  men- 
tioning that  I  hoped  foon  to  meet  him  again  in  London.. 

> 

To  James  Boswell,  Efq* 

u  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  hoped  you  had  got  rid  of  all  this  hypocrify  of  mHery*  What 
have  you  to  do  with  Liberty  and  Neceffity  I  Or  what  more  than  to  hold  your 
tongue  about  it  ?  Do  not  doubt  but  I  {hall  be  moft  heartily  glad  to  fee  you 
here  again,  for  I  love  every  part  about  you  but  your  affe&ation  of  diftrefs* 

"  I  have  at  laft  finifhed  my  Lives,  and  have  laid  up  for  you  a  load  of 
copy,  all  out  of  order,  fo  that  it  will  amufe  you  a  long  time  to  let  it  right. 
Come  to  me,  my  dear  Bozzy*  and  let  us  he  as  happy  as  we  can.  We  will 
go  again  to  the  Mitre,  and  talk  old  times  over.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  affe&ionately, 
«  March  14,  1781.  Sam.  Johnson/" 

On  Monday,  March  19,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  on  Tuedajr,  the  aoth>. 

met  him  in  Fleet-ftreet,  walking,  or  rather  indeed  moving  along*  for  his 

6  inarch. 
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march  is  thus  defcribed  in  a  very  juft  and  pidkurefque  manner,  in  a  fhort 
Life 8  of  him  publifhed  by  Kearfley,  very  foon  after  his  death :  "  When  he 
walked  the  ftreets,  what  with  the  conftant  roll  of  his  head,  and  the  con- 
comitant motion  of  his  body,  he  appeared  to  make  his  way  by  that  motion, 
independent  of  his  feet."  That  he  was  often  much  (tared  at  while  he 
advanced  in  this  manner,  may  cafily  be  believed ;  but  It  was  not  fafe  to  make 
fport  of  one  fo  robuft  as  he  was.  Mr.  Langton  faw  him  one  day,  in  a  fit  of 
abfence,  by  a  fudden  ftart,  drive  the  load  off  a  porter's  back,  and  walk 
forward  brifkly,  without  being  confcious  of  what  he  had  done.  The  porter 
was  very  angry,  but  flood  ftill,  and  eyed  the  huge  figure  with  much  earneft- 
nefs,  till  he  was  fatisfied  that  his  wifeft  courfe  was  to  be  quiet,  and  take  up  hjs 
burthen  again. 

Our  accidental  meeting  in  the  ftreet  after  a  long  feparation  was  a  pleafing 
furprize  to  us  both.  He  ftepped  afide  with  me  into  Falcon-court,  and  made 
kind  inquiries  about  my  family*  and  as  we  were  in  a-  hurry  going  different 
waysj  I  promifed  to  call  on  him  next  day;  he  faid  he  was  engaged  to  go  out 
in  the  morning.  u  Early,  Sir."  faid  I.  Johkson.  «  Why,  Sir,  a  London 
morning  does  not  gp  with  the  fun." 

I  waited  on  him  next  evening,  and  he  gave  me  a  quantity  of  his  original 
m^nufcript  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  which  he  had  preferved  for  me. 

I  found  that  his  friend,  Mr.  Thrale,  was  now  very  ill,  and  had  removed, 
I  fuppofe  by  the  felicitation  of  Mrs.  Thrale,  to  a  houfe  in  Grofvenor-fquare. 
I  was  lorry  to  find  him  fadly  changed  in  his  appearance. 

He  told  me  I  might  now  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  Dr:  Johnfon  drink  wine 
again,  for  he  had  lately  returned  to  it.  When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon, 
he  faid, cc  I  drink  it  now  fometimes,  but  not  focially."  The  firft  evening  that  I 
was  with  him  at  Thrale's,  I  obferved  he  poured  a  quantity  of  it  into  a  large  glafs, 
and  fwallowed  it  greedily.  Every  thing  about  his  chara&er  and  manners  was 
forcible  and  violent ;  there  never  was  any  moderation -,  many  a  day  did  he 
fait,  many  a  year  did  he  refrain  from  wine  5  but  when  he  did  eat,  it  was 
voracioufly;  when  he  did  drink  wine,  it  was  copioufly.  He  could  pra&ifc 
abftinence,  but  not  temperance. 

•  With  this  well-chofen  motto: 

"  .  From  hit  cradle 

"  He  was  a  Scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one: 

*'  And  to  add  greater  honours  to  his  age 

49  Thai  man  could  give  him,  he  died  fearing  Heaven,"'  Shaksp ears. 

Bbbs  Mrs; 
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Mrs.  Thralc  and  I  had  a  difpute,  whether  Shakfpeare  or  Milton  had  drawn 
the  moft  admirable  pifture  of  a  man9.  I  was  for  Shakfpeare;  Mrs.  Thralc 
for  Milton ;  and  upon  a  fair  hearing,  Johnfbn  decided  for  my  opinion. 

I  told  him  of  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  playful  fallies  upon  Dean  Marlay.    cc  I 
don't  like  the  Deanery  of  Ferns y  it  founds  fo  like  a  barren  title."— "  Dr.  Heath 
fliould  have  its"  faid  I.     Johnfon  laughed,  and  condescending  to  trifle  in-the- 
fame  mode  of  conceit,  fuggefted  Dr.  Mofs. 

He  faid,  "  Mrs.  Montagu  has  dropt  me.  Now,  Sir,  there  are  people- 
whom  one  fliould  like  very  well  to  drop,  but  would  not  wifti  to  be  dropped 
by."  He  certainly  was  vain  of  the  fociety  of  ladies,  and  could  make  himfelf' 
very  agreeable  to  them  when  he  chofe  it;  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  agreed  with- 
me  that  he  could,  Mr.  Gibbon,  with  his  ufiial  fneer,  controverted  it,  perhaps- 
in  refentment  of  Johnfon's  having  talked  with  fome  difguft  of  his  uglinefs, . 
which  one  fliould  think  a  pbilofopher  would  not  mind.*  Dean  Marlay  wittily* 
obferved,  "  A  lady  may  be  vain  when-  fhe  can  turn  a  wolf-dog  into  a-  lap- 
dog." 

The  eleftion  for  Ayrfhire,  my  owncounty>  was  this  fpring  tried  upon  a* 
petition,  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  '  I  was  one  of  the- 
Counfel  for  the  fitting  member,  and  took  the  liberty  of  previoufly  Hating 
different  points  to  Johnfon,  who  never  foiled  to  fee  them  clearly,  and-  to 
fiipply  me  with  fome  good  hints.  •  He  diftated  to  me  the  following  note  upon . 
the  regiftration  of  deeds ; . 

"  A  l  l  laws  are  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  community1 1  what  is . 
legally  done,   fliould  be  legally  recorded,  that  the  ftate .  of  things  may  ht*. 

»  Shakfpeare  makes  Hamlet  thus  defcribe  his  father ; 

"  See  what  a  grace  was  feated  on  this  brow,. 
€t  Hyperion's  curls,  the  front  of  Jove  himfelf, 
"  An  eye  like  Mars,  to  threaten  and  command', 
"  A  ftation  like  the  herald,  Mercury, 
"-New  lighted  on  a  Heaven -kiffing  hill ; 
"  A  combination  and  a  form  indeed, 

4 

Where  every  god  did  feera  to  fet  his  feal, 
To  give  the  world  aflbrance  of  a  man." 

Milton  thus  pourtrays  our  firlt  parent,  Adam: 

"  His  fair.large  front  and  eye  fublime  declar'd ' 
*'  Abfolute  rule;   and  hyacinthin  locks 
"  Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 
"  Cluft'ring,  but  not  beneath  his  fhoulders  broad." 

4  known* 
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known,  and  that  wherever  evidence  is  requifite,  evidence  may  be  had.     For      *78i- 
this  reafon,  the  obligation  to   frame  and  eftablifh  a  legal  regiftef  is  enforced  ^;tat:  72.- 
by  a  legal  penalty, .  which  penalty  is  the  want  of  that  perfe&ion  and  plenitude 
of  right  which  a  regifter  would  give.     Thence  it  follows,  that  this  is  not 
an  objeftion  merely  legal  ;  for  the  reafon  on  which  the  law  ftands  being 
equitable,  makes  it  an  equitable  objection." 

"  This  (faid  he)  you  muft  enlarge  on,  when  fpeaking  to  the  Committee. 
You  muft  not  argue  there,  as  if  you  were  arguing  in  the  fchools ;  clofe  reafoning 
will  not  fix  their  attention;,  you  muft  fay  the  fame  thing  over  and  over  again, 
in  different  Words.  If  you  fay  it  but  once,  they  mifs  it  in  a  moment  of 
inattention..  It  is  unjuft,  Sir,  to  cenfure  lawyers  for  multiplying  words  when 
they  argue;  it  is  necejfaryfox  them  to  multiply  words." 

•His  .notion  %>f  the  duty  of  a  member  of  Parliament,  fitting  upon  an  election 
committee  was.  veiy  high; -and  when  he  was  told  of  a  gentleman  upon  one 
of  thofe  committees,  who  read  the  newfpapers  part  of  the  time,  and  flept 
the  reft,  while  the  merits  of  a  vote  were  examined  by  the  counfel,  and  as  an 
*excufe>.wheo  challenged Jby  she  chairman  for  fuch  behaviour,  blundy  anfwered, 
5C I  had.  made  up  my  mind,  upon  that  cafe."  Johnfon*  with  an  indignant 
contempt,  feidj  "  If  he  was  fuch  a  rogue  as  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  a 
cafe  without  hearing  it,  he  fhould  not  have  been  fuch  a  fool  as  to  tell  it." — 
"  I .  think  (faid  Mr.  Dudley  Long)  the  Dodtor  has  pretty  plainly  made  him 
outto  be  both  rogue  and  fool." 

Johnfon's  profound  reverence  for  the  Hierarchy  made  him  expeft  from 
Bifhops  the  higheft  degree  of  decorum;  he  was  offended  even  at  their  going 
to  taverns;  "  A  bifhop  (faid  he)  has  nothing  to  do  at  a  tippling-houfe.  It  is 
not  indeed  immoral  in  him  to  go  to  a  tavern  ;  neither  would  it  be  immoral  in 
him  to  whip  a  top  in.Grofvenor-fquare.  But,  if  he  did,  I  hope  the  boys 
would  fall  upon  him  and  apply  the  whip  to  him.  There  are  gradations  in 
conduft;  there  is  morality— decency— propriety.  None  of  thefe  Should  be 
violated  by  a  bifhop.  A  bifhop  fhould  not  go  to  a  hdufe  where  he  may 
meet  a  young  fellow  leading  out  a  wench."  Boswell.  *«  But,  Sir,  every 
tavern  does  not  admit  women."  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  any 
tavern  will  admit  a  well-dreft  man  and  a  well-dreft  woman  5  they  will  not 
perhaps  admit  a  woman  whom  they  fee  every  night  walking  by  their  door,  in 
the  ftreet.  But  a  well-dreft  man  may  lead  in  a  well-dreft  woman  to  any 
tavern  in  London.  Taverns  fell  meat  and  drink,  and  will  fell  them  to  any 
body  who  can  eat  and  can  drink.     You  may  as  well  fay  that  a  mercer  will 

aot-fell  filks  to  a  woman  of  the  town*" 

He 


374  THE    L.IFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

1781.  He  alfo  difapproved  of  bifliops  going  to  routs,  at  leaft  of  their  flaying  at 

JEuLyz.  them  longeF  than  their  prefence  commanded  refpeft.      He  mentioned  a 

particular  bilhop.     cc  Poh  (faid  Mrs.  Thrale)   the  Bifhop  of .  is 

never  minded  at  a  rout."  Boswell.  cf  When  a  Bifhop  places  himfelf  in  a 
fituation  where  he  has  no  diftinft  chara&er,  and  is  of  no  confequence,  he 
degrades  the  dignity  of  his  order."  Johnson.  "  Mr.  Bofwell*  Madam,  ha* 
faid  it  as  correctly  as  could  be." 

Nor  was  it  only  in  the  dignitaries  of  the  Church  that  Johnfon  required  a 
particular  decorum  and  delicacy  of  behaviour ;  he  juftly  confidered  that  the 
clergy,  as  men  fet  apart  for  the  facred  office  of  fcrving  at  the  altar,  and 
imprefling  the  minds  of  men  with  the  awefui  concerns  of  a  future  ftate, 
fhould  be  fomewhat  more  ferious  than  the  generality  of  mankind,  and 
have  a  fuitable  compofure  of  manners.  A  due  fenfe  of  die  dignity  of  their 
profeflion,  independent  of  higher  motives,  will  ever  prevent  them  from  lofihg 
their  diftin&ion  in  an  indifcriminate  focialityj  and  did  flich  as#affe(5t  this, 
know  how  much  it  leflens  them  in  the  eyes ,  of  thofe  whom  they  think  to 
pleafe  by  it,  they  would  feel  themfelves  much  mortified. 

Johnfon,  and  his  friend,  Beauclerk,  were  once  together  in  company  with 
feveral  clergymen,  who  thought  they  fhould  appeaf  to  advantage,  by  afluming 
the  lax  jollity  of  men  of  the  world-,  which,  as  it  may  be  obferved  in  fimilar  cafes, 
they  carried  to  noify  excefs.  Johnfon,  who  they  expedted  would  bfe  enter- 
tainedy  fate  grave  and  filent  for  fome  time  5  at  laft,  turning  to  Beauclerk,  he 
faid,  by  no  means  in  a  whifper,  "  This  merriment  of  parfons  is  mighty 
offeuvive." 

Even  the  drefs  of  a  clergyman  fhould  be  in  character,  and  nothing  can 
be  more  defpicable  than  conceited  attempts  at  avoiding  the  appearance  of 
the  clerical  order ;  attempts,  which  are  as  ineffectual  as  they  are  pitiful. 
Dr.  Porteus,  now  Bifhop  of  London,  in  his  excellent  charge  when  prefiding 
over  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  juftly  animadverts  upon  this  fubjeft;  and  obfervcs 
of  a  reverend  fop,  that  he  "  can  be  but  half  a  beau"  ; 

Addifon,  in  cc  The  Spedtator,"  has  given  us  a  fine  portrait  of  af  clergy- 
man, who  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  member  of  his  Club\  and  Johnfon  has  ex- 
hibited a  model,  in  the  chara&er  of  Mr.  Mudge ',  which  has  efcaped  the 
colledtors  of  his  works,  but-which  he  owned  to  me,  and  which  indeed  he 
(hewed  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  at  the  time  when  it  was  written.  It  bears  the 
genuine  marks  of  Johnfon's  beft  manner,  and  is  as  follows : 

1  See  Vol.  I.  p.  206. 
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cc  The  Reverend  Mr.  Zachariab  M*dge,  Prebendary  of  Exeter,  and  Vicar      178* 
of  St.  Andrews  in  Plymouth ;  a  man  equally  eminent  .for  his  virtues  and   Mm.  v*. 
abilities,  and  at  once  beloved  as  a  companion  and  reverenced  as  a  paftor.' 
He  had  that  general  curiofity  to  which  no  kind  of  knowledge  is  indifferent  or 
fuperfluous;  and  that  general  benevolence  by  which  no  order  of  men  is  hated 
or  defpifed. 

Ci  His  principles  both  of  thought  and  a£tion  were  great  and  comprehenfi  ve. 
By  a  folicitous  examination  of  objections,  and  judicious  companion  of 
oppofite  arguments,  he  attained  what  enquiry  never  gives  but  to  induftry 
and  perfpicuity,  a  firm  and  unfliaken  fettlement  of  conviftion.  But  his 
firmnefs  was  without  afperity ;  for,  knowing  with  how  much  difficulty  truth 
was  fometimes  found,  he  did  not  wonder  that  many  miffed  it. 

"  The  general  courfc  of  his  life  was  determined  by  his  profeflion;  he 
ftudied  the  (acred  volumes  in  the  original  languages  -,  with  what  diligence  and 
iuccefs,  his  Notes  upon  the  Pfaitns  give  fiifficient  evidence.  He*  once  endea- 
voured to  add  the  knowledge  of  Arabick  to  that  of  Hebrew ;  but  finding 
his  thoughts  too  much  diverted  from  other  ftudies,  after  fome  time;  defifted 
from  his  purpofe. 

€€  His  difcharge  of  parochial  duties  was  exemplary.  How  his  Sermons  were 
compofed,  may  be  learned  from  die  excellent  volume  which  he  has  given 
to  the  publick  *  but  how  they  were  delivered,  can  be  known  only  to  thofe 
that  heard  them,  for  as  he  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  words  will  not  eafily 
defcribe  him.  His  delivery^  though  unconftrained  was  not  negligent,  and 
though  forcible  was  not  turbulent;  draining  anxious  nicety  of  emphafis, 
and  laboured  artifice  of  a&ion,  it  captivated  the  hearer  by  its  natural  dignity, 
it  roufed  the  fluggifli,  and  fixed  the  volatile,  and  detained  the  mind  upon 
the  fubjeft,  without  dire&ing  it  to  the  speaker. 

<c  The  grandeur  and  folemnity  of  the  preacher  did  not  intrude  upon  his 
general  behaviour;  at  the  table  of  his  friends  he  was  a  companion  com- 
municative and  attentive,  of  uAaffefted  manners,  of  manly  cheerfulnels, 
willing  to  pleafe>  and  eafy  to  be  pleafed.  His  acquaintance  was  univerfally 
folicited,  and  his  pretence  obftrufted  no  enjoyment  which  religion  did  not 
forbid.  Though  ftudious  he  was  popular;  though  argumentative  he  was 
modeft;  though  inflexible  he  was  candid  j  and  though  metaphyfical  yet 
orthodox  V* 

*  "  London  Chiomck/*  Nfy  2,  17691  This  refpeftable  man  is  there  mentioned  to  have 
died  ob  the  3d  of  April,  that  year,  at  Cofflett,  the  feat  of  Thomas  Vcak,  Efq.  in  his  *  way  to 
houdoru 

On 
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*f  8  «  •          On  Friday,  March  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  with 

)e^Ctz.  d1*  Earl  of  Charlemont,  Sir  Annefley  Stewart,  Mr.  Eliot,    of  Port-Eliot^ 

Mr.  Burke,  Dean  Marlay,   now  Bifhop  of  Clonfert,  Mr.  Langton ;  a  moft 

agreeable  day,  of  which  I  regret  that  every  circumftance  is  not  prefervedj 

but*  it  is  unreafonable  to  require  fuch  a  multiplication  of  felicity. 

Mr.  Eliot,  with  whom  Dr.  Walter  Harte  had  travelled,  talked  to  us  of 
his  "  Hiftory  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,"  which  he  faid  was  a  very  good  book  in 
the  German  translation.  Johnson.  u  Harte  was  exceffively  vain.  He  put 
copies  of  his  book  in  manufcript  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Chefterfield  and 
Lord  Graovifle,  that  they  might  revife  it.  Now,  how  abfurd  was  it  to 
fuppofe  that  two  fuch  noblemen  would  revife  fo  big  a  manufcript.  Poor 
man !  he  left  London  the  day  of  the  publication  of  his  book,  that  he  might . 
be  out  of  the  way  of  the  great  praife  he  was  to  receive j  and  he  was  afhamed 
to  return,  when  he  found  how  ill  his  book  had  fucceeded.  It  was  unlucky  iji 
coming  out  on  the  fame  day  with  Robertfon's  €  Hiftory  of  Scotland/  His 
hu/bandry,  however,  is  good."  Boswell.  <c  So  he  was  fitter  for  that  thaa 
for  heroick  hiftory.  He  did  well  when  he  turned  his  fword  into  a  plough- 
fhare." 

Mr.  Eliot  mentioned  a  curious  Hquor  peculiar  to  his  country,  which  the 
Cornifh  filhermen  drink.  They  call  it  Mahogany  j  and  it  is  made  of  two 
parts  gin,  and  one  part  treacle,  well  beat  together.  I  begged  to  have  feme 
of  it  made,  which  was  done  with  proper  fkill  by  Mr.  Eliot.  I  thought  it 
very  good  liquor ;  and  faid  it  was  a  counterpart  of  what  is  called  Atbol 
Porridge  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  which  is  a  mixture  of  whifky  and 
honey.  Johnfon  faid,  "  that  muft  be  a  better  liquor  than  the  Cornifh,  for 
both  its  component  parts  are  better."  He  alfo  obferved,  <c  Mahogany  muft 
be  a  modern  name \  for  it  was  not  long  fince  the  wood  called  mahogany  was 
known  in  this  country."  I  mentioned  his  fcale  of  liquors  5— claret  for  boys— ■ 
port  for  men — brandy  for  heroes.  "  Then  (faid  Mr.  Burke)  let  me  have 
claret :  I  love  to  be  a  boy ;  to  have  the  carelefs  gaiety  of  boyifli  days." 
Johnson.  "  I  lhould  drink  claret  too,  if  it  would  give  me  that;  but  it  does 
not :  it  neither  mak^s  boys  men,  nor  men  boys.  You'll  be  drowned  by  it 
before  it  has  any  effeft  upon  you." 

I  ventured  to  mention  a  ludicrous  paragraph  in  the  news-papers,  that  Dr* 
Johnfon  was  learning  to  dance  of  Veftris.  Lord  Charlemont,  wilhing  to 
excite  him  to  talk,  propofed,  in  a  whifper,  that  he  (hould  be  afked,  whether  it 
was  true.  "  Shall  I  afk  him  ?"  faid  his  Lordifeip.  We  were,  by  a  great 
majority,  clear  for  the  ejcperiment    Upon  which  his  Lordfhip  very  gravely 

and 
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and  with  a  courteous  air  laid,  cc  Pray,  Sir,  is  it  true  that  you  are  taking  '781- 
ieffons  of  Veftris  ?"  This  was  rifking  a  good  deal,  and  required  the  boldnefs  ^^71, 
of  a  General  of  Irifh  Volunteers  to  make  the  attempt.  Johnfon  was  at  firft 
ftartled,  and  in  fome  heat  anfwered,  cc  How  can  your  Lordfliip  aflc  fo 
fimple  a  queftion?"  But  immediately  recovering  himfel£  whether  from 
unwillingnefs  to  be  deceived,  or  to  appear  deceived,  or  whether  from  real 
good  humour,  he  kept  up  the  joke :  "  Nay,  but  if  any  body  were  to  anfwer 
the  paragraph,  and  contradict  it,  I'd  have  a  reply,  and  would  fay,  that  he 
who  contradi&ed  it  was  no  friend  either  to  Veftris  or  me*  For  why  fliould 
not  Dr.  Johnfon  add  to  his  other  powers  a  little  corporeal  agility  ?  Socrates 
learnt  to  dance  at  an  advanced  age,  and  Cato  learnt  Greek  at  an  advanced 
age.  Then  it  might  proceed  to  fay,  that  this  Johnfon,  not  content  with 
dancing  on  the  ground,  might  dance  on  the  rope ;  and  they  might  introduce 
the  elephant  dancing  on  the  rope.  A  nobleman  wrote  a  play,  called  c  Love 
in  a  hollow  Tree.'  He  found  out  that  it  was  a  bad  one,  and  therefore  wifhed 
to  buy  up  all  the  copies,  and  burn  them.  The  Duchefs  of  Marlborough 
had  kept  one ;  and  when  he  was  againft  her  at  an  ele&ion,  fhe  had  a  new 
edition  of  it  printed,  and  prefixed  to  it,  as  a  frontifpiece,  an  elephant  dancing 
on  a  rope ;  to  {hew,  that  his  Lordfhip's  writing  comedy  was  as  aukward  as 
an  elephant  dancing  on  a  rope." 

On  Sunday,  April  1,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  with  Sir  Philip 
Jennings  Clerk  and  Mr.  Perkins,  who  had  the  fuperintendence  of  Mr. 
Thrale's  brewery,  with  a  falary  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Sir  Philip 
had  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman  of  ancient  family,  well  advanced  in  life. 
He  wore  his  own  white  hair  in  a  bag  of  goodly  fize,  a  black  velvet  coat, 
with  an  embroidered  waiftcoat,  and  very  rich  laced  ruffles ;  which  Mrs.  Thrale 
laid  were  old  falhioned,  but  which,  for  that  realbn,  I  thought  the  more 
refpeftable,  more  like  a  Tory  j  yet  Sir  Philip  was  then  in  oppofition  in 
parliament.  "  Ah,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  ancient  ruffles  and  modern  principles 
do  not  agree."  Sir  Philip  defended  the  oppofirion  to  the  American  war 
ably  and  with  temper,  and  I  joined  him.  He  faid,  the  majority  of  the 
nation  was  againft  the  miniftry.  Johnson.  cc  I>  Sir,  am  againft  the  miniftry  $ 
but  it  is  for  having  too  litde  of  that  of  which  oppofition  thinks  they  have  too 
much.  Were  I  minifter,  if  any  man  wagged  his  finger  againft  me,  he  fhould 
be  turned  out  s  for  that  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  Government  to  give  at 
pleafure  to  one  or  to  another,  fhould  be  given  to  the  fupporters  of  Govern- 
ment. If  you  will  not  oppofe  at  the  expence  of  lofing  your  place,  your 
oppofition  will  not  be  honeft,  you  will  feel  no  ferious  grievance  \  and  the 

Vol.  II.  C  c  c  prefent 
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prefent  oppofition  is  only  a  conteft  to  get  what  others  have.  Sir  Robertr 
Walpole  a£ted  as  I  would  do.  As  to  the  American  war*  the  Jenft  of  the 
nation  is  with  the  miniftry.  The  majority  of  thofe  who  can  underftand  is  with- 
it;  the  majority  of  thofe  who  can  only  hear  is  againft  it;  and  as  thofe  who* 
can  only  hear  are  more  numerous  than  thofe  who  can  underftand,.  and  oppo- 
fition is  always  loudeft,  a  majority  of  the  rabble  will  be  for  oppofition." 

This  boifterous  vivacity  entertained  us  5  but  thefaft  really  was,  that  thofe 
who  could  underftand  the  beft  were  againft  the  American  war*  as  alnaoft  every 
man  now  is,  when  the  queftion  has  been  coolly  confidered. 

Mrs.  Thrale  gave  high  praife  to.  a  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance,. 
Johnson.  u  Nay,  my  dear  lady,  donttalk  fix  Mr.  ****'s  character  is  very 
jhort.  It  is  nothing.  He  fills  a  chair.  He  is  a.  maaof  a  genteel,  appearance,, 
and  that  is  all.  I  know  nobody  who  blafts  by  praife  as  you, do  :.for  whenever 
there  is  exaggerated  praife,  every  body  is  fct  againft  a  chara£ter..  They  are 
provoked  to  attack  it..  Now  there  is  *****  •-  you  praifed  that  man.  with  fueh. 
dilproportion,  that  I  was  incited  to  leflen  him,,  perhaps  more  than  he  deferves- 
His  blood  is  upon  your  head*  By  the  fame  principle^,  your  malice  defeats 
itfelf ;  for  your  cenfure  is  too  violent..  And  yet  (looking-  to  her  with  a: 
leering  fmile)*  flie  is  the  firft  woman  in  the  world  could  (he  but  reftrain. 
that  wicked  tongue  of  hers — Ihe  would  be  the  only  woman  could  (he  but. 
command  that  litde  whirligig." 

Upon  the  fubjeft  of  exaggerated  praife  I  took  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  I 
thought  there  might  be  very  high  praife  given  to-  a  known  chara&er  which, 
deferved  it,,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  exaggerated..  Thus,  one  might 
fey  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,,  He  is  a  very  wonderful  man..  Johnson,  "No,, 
Sir,,  you  would  not  Be  fafe  if  another  man  had  a  mind  perverfely  to  contra*- 
dift.  He  might  anfwer*  Where  is  all  the  wonder  ?  Burke  is,.  t<*  be  fure,  a 
man  of  uncommon  abilities,  with  a  great  quantity  of  matter  in  his  mind,  and 
a  great  fluency  of  language  in  his  mouth.,  But  we  are  not  he  ftunned  and 
aftonilhed  by  him.  So  you  fee,  Sir,  even  Burke  would  fufter,.  not  from 
any  fault  of  his  own,  but  from  your  folly »'* 

Mrs.  Thrale  mentioned  a  gendeman  who  had  acquired  a  fortune  of  four, 
thoufand  a  year  in  trade,  but  was  abfolutely  miferable,  becaufe  he  could  not 
talk  in  company ;  fo  miferablex  that  he  was  impelled  to  lament  his  fituation* 
in.  the  ftreet  to  ******>  whom  he  hates,,  and  who  he  knows  defpifes  him- 
u  I  am  a  mod  unhappy  maa  (faid  he).  I  am  invited  to  converfations..  I 
go  to  converfations ;  but,  alas !  I  have  no  converfation."  Johnson.  cc  Maa 
commonly  cannot  be  fuccefsfvl  in  different  ways.    This  gendeman  has  Ipent* 
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in  getting  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  the  time  in  which  he  might  have 
learnt  to  talk ;  and  now  he  cannot  talk/'  Mr.  Perkins  made  a  lhrcwd  and 
droll  remark :  "  If  he  had  got  his  four  thoufend  a  year  as  a  mountebank, 
he  might  have  learnt  to  talk  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  getting  his 
fortune." 

Some  other  gentlemen  came  in.  The  converfatjon  concerning  the  perfon 
whofe  chara&er  Dr.  Johnfon  had  treated  fo  flightingiy,  as  he  did  not  know 
his  merit,  was  refumed.  Mrs.  Thrale  laid,  "  You  think  fo  of  him,  Sir, 
becaufe  he  is  quiet,  and  does  not  exert  himfclf  with  force.  You'll  be  faying 
the  fame  thing  of  Mr.  *****  there,  who  fits  as  quiet—"  This  was  not 
well  bred ;  -and  Johnfon  did  not  let  it  pafs  without  come&ion.  "  Nay, 
Madam,  what  right  have  you  to  talk  thus  ?  Both  Mr.  *****  and  I  have 
teafon  to  take  it  ill.  Tou  may  talk  lb  of  Mr.  ***** :  but  why  do  you  make 
fne  do  it.  Have  I  faid  any  thing  againft  Mr.  *****.  You  have  Jet  him, 
that  I  might  Ihoot  him :  but  I  have  not  lhot  him." 

One  of  the  gentlemen  laid,  he  had  feen  three  folio  volumes  of  Dr. 
Johnfon's  layings  collected  by  me.  cc  I  muft  put  you  right*  Sir  (feid  I) ; 
for  I  am  very  exalt  in  authenticity.  You  could  not  fee  folio  volumes,  for  I 
have  none:  you  might  have  feen  fome  in  quarto  and  oftavo.  This  is 
inattention  which  one  Ihould  guard  againft/'  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  want 
of  concern  about  veracity.  He  does  not  know  that  he  law  any  volumes. 
If  he  had  feen  them  he  could  have  remembered  their  fize." 

Mr.  Thrale  appeared  very  Jethargick  to-day.  I  faw  him  again  on  Monday 
evening,  at  which  time  he  was  not  thought  to  be  in  immediate  danger ;  but 
early  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  4th,  he  expired.  Johnfon  was  in  die 
houfe,  and  thus  mentions  the  event :  "  I  felt  almoft  the  laft  flutter  of  his 
pulfe,  and  looked  for  the  laft  time  upon  the  lace  that  for  fifteen  years  had 
never  been  turned  upon  me  but  with  relpeft  and  benignity '."  Upon  that 
day  there  was  a  Call  of  the  Literary  Club  >  .but  Johnfon  apologifed  for  his 
abfence  by  the  following  note : 

u  Mr.  Johnson  knows  that  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  and  the  other 
Gentlemen  will  excufe  his  incompliance  with  the  Call,  when  they  are  told  that 
Mr.  Thrale  died  this  morning." 

*  Wednefday." 

9  Prayers  and  Meditation*,  p.  19  if 

C  c  c  2  *        Mr. 
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1781*  Mr.  Thrale's  death  was  a  very  eflential  lofs  to  Johnfon,  who,  although  fie 
'muut*.  did  not  forefee  all  that  afterwards  happened,  was  fufficiently  convinced  that 
the  comforts  which  Mr.  Thrale's  family  afforded  him  would  now  in  a  great 
meafure  ceafe*  He,  however,  continued  to  (hew  a  kind  attention  to  his 
widow  and  children  aa  long  as  it  was  acceptable ;  and  he  took  upon  him*  wkh 
a  very  earned  concern,  thy?  office  of  onfe  of  his  executors*,  the  importance  of 
which  feemed- greater  than  ufual  to  him,  from  his  circumftances  having  been* 
always  fuch  that  he  had  fcarcely  any  (hare  in  the  real  bufinefs  of  life.  Hi*. 
friends  of  the  Club. were  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Thrale  might  have  made  a  liberal 
provifion  for  him  for  his  life,  which,  as  Mr,  Thrale  kft  no  fon,  and  a  very 
large  fortune,  it  would  have  been  highly  to  his  honour  to  have  done;,  and, 
confidering  Dr.  Johnfon's.  age,  could  not  have  been  of  long  duration :  but  he 
bequeathed  him  only  two  hundred  pounds,  which  was  the  legacy  given,  to 
each  of  his  executors*  I  could  not  but  be  fomewhat  diverted  by  hearing 
Johnfon  talk  in  a  pompous. manner  of  his  new  office,,  and  particularly/ of  the 
concerns  of  the  brewery*  which  it  was  at  laft  refolved  fhould  be  fold*  Lord  Lucan 
tells  a  very  good  ftory,  which,  if  nofcpreci&ly  exaft,,  is  certainly  charaderiftical : 
that  when  the  fek  of  Thrale's  brewery  was  going  forward,  Johnfon.  appeared 
budding  about,  with  an  ink-hon)  and  pen  in  his  button-hole,  like  an  excife- 
manj  and  on  bping  fai]c^d  what  he  reaUy  confidered  to  be  the  value  of  the 
property  which  waaix*:bQJdtfpQ^  o&  wfwered,  c<  We  are  not  here  to  feU* 
parcel  of  boiler*  and  Mft&  ,but  $hq  potentiality  of  growing  rich*  beyond  the 
dreams,  of  avarice.'' 

On  Friday,  April  6,.  he  carried  me  to  dine  at  a  club,  which,  at  his  defire, 
had  beat  .lately  formed  at  the  Queen's  Arms,  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard. 
He  told  Mr..Hoo^  jJittrhcLwlh/ed  to  have  a  Gty  Quby  and  afked  him  to. 
coHeft  one  1 . Jbtrt,  fa&  ^hfe  5  t>m9t .  Jet:  jttaan  be  patriots."  The  company 
to-day  w&e  very  -  jfenffclf!  well-behaved  men*  .  I  have  preferved  only  two 
particulars  of  his  convocation*  He  fakj*  he  was  glad  Lord  George  Gordon, 
had  efcaped,  rather  than  that  a  precedent  fhould  be  eftabliihed  for  hanging, 
a  man  for  ctnfiruttivt  treafm\  which,  in  confiftency  with*  his  true,  manly, 
conftituti6nal  ToryUm,  he  cdnfidered  would  be  a  dangerous  engine  of  arbi- 
trary power.  And  xipon  ks  being  mentioned  that  an  opulent  and  very 
indolent  Scotch  nobleman,  who  totally  refigned  the  management  of  hk 
affairs  to  a  man  of  knowledge  and  abilities,  had  claimed  fome  merit  by 
£tying>  cc  The  next  bed  thing  to  managing  a  man's  own  affairs  well,  is ' 
being  fenfible  of  incapacity,  and  not  attempting  it,  but  having  full  confidence 
in  one  who  can  do  it/*    Johnson.  u  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  paltry.    There  is  & 

middle 
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middle  courle.     Let  a  man  give  application,  and  depend  upon  it  he  will  loon      1781. 
get  above  a  delpicable  ftate  of  helpleflhels,  and  attain  the  power  of  afting  for  jg^"-^ 
himfelf." 

On  Saturday,  April  7,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr,  Hoole's,  with  Governour 
Boucher  and  Captain  Orme,  both  of  whom  had  been  long^in  the  Eaft-Indies ; 
and  being  men  of  good  lenfe  and  obfervation,  were  very  entertaining, 
Johnfon  defended  the  oriental  regulation  of  different  cafts  of  men,  which  was 
objefted  to  as  totally  deftru&ive  of  the  hopes  of  rifing  in  fbciety  by  perfonal 
merit.  He  (hewed  that  there  was  a  principle  in  it  iufliciently  plaufible  by 
analogy.  •*  We  fee  (laid  he)  in  metals  that  there  are  different  fpeciesj  and 
fo  likewife  ip  animals,,  though  one  Ipecies  may  not  differ  very  widely  from 
another,  as  in  the  Ipecies  of  dog9— - -the  cur,  the  lpanielx  the  maftiflv  The 
Bramins  are  the  maftiffs  of  mankind." 

On  Thurfday,  April  1 2,  I  dined  with  him  at  a  Bifhop's,  where  were  Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Berrenger,  and  fome  more  company.  He  had  dined 
the  day  before  at  another  Bilhop's.  I  have  unfortunately  recorded  none  of  hh 
converfation  at  the  Bifhop's  where  we  dined  together :  but  I  have  preferved 
his  ingenious  defence  of  his  dining  twice  abroad  in  Paffion-week ;  a  laxity, 
in  which  I  am  convinced  he  would  not  have  indulged  himfelf  at  the  time 
when  he  wrote  his  folemn  paper  in  "  The  Rambler,"  upon  that  aweful 
feafon.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  by  being  much  more  in  company,  and 
enjoying  more  in  luxurious  living,  he  had  contracted  a  keener  relifh  of 
pleafure,  and  was  eonfequently  lefs  rigorous  in  his  religious  rites.  This  he 
would  not  acknowledge  ;  but  he  reafoned,  with  admirable  fophiftry,  as 
follows :  "  Why,  Sir,  a  Biihop's  calling  company  together  in  this  week,  is, 
to  ufe  the  vulgar  phrafe,  not  the  thing.  But  you  muft  conlider  laxity  is  a  bad 
thing  >  but  precifenefs  is  alfo  a  bad  thing ;  and  your  general  character  may  be 
more  hurt  by  precifeneft  than  by  dining  with  a  Bifhop  in  Paffion-week. 
There  might  be  a  handle  for  reflection.  It  might  be  laid,  c  He  refilled  to  dine 
with  a  Bifhop  in  Faffioa-week,  but  was  three  Sundays  abfent  from  church." 
Boswell.  <c  Very  true,  Sir.  But  fuppofe  a  man  to  be  uniformly  of  good 
conduit,  •  would  it  not  be  better  that  he  Ihould  refiife  to  dine  with  a  Bifhop 
m  this  week,  and  fo  not  encourage  x  bad  practice  by  his  example  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider  whether  you  might  not  do  more 
barm  by  leflening  the  influence  of  a  Biihop's  character  by  your  difapprobation 
in  refilling  him,  than  by  going  to  him,0 
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J*  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  tn  Lichfitld. 

«  Dear  Madam, 

"  LIFE  is  full  of  troubles.  I  have  juft  loft  my  dear  ffiend  Thrale., 
I  hope  he  is  happy  *  but  I  have  had  a  great  lofc.  I  am  otherwife  pretty  vdL. 
I  require  fome  care  myfelf,  but  that  care  is  not  ineffectual  *  and  when  I  am 
out  of  order  I  think  it  often  my  own  fault, 

"  The  fpring  is  now  making  quick  advances.  As  it  is  the  feafon  in 
which  the  whole  world  is  enlivened  and  invigorated,  I  hope  that  both  you  and 
I  Hull  partake  <xf  its  benefits.  My  defire  is  to  fee  Lichfield ;  but  being  left 
executor  to  my  friend,  I  know  hot  whether  I  can  be  fpared  $  but  I  will  try* 
for  it  is  now  Jong  fince  we  faw  one  another,  and  how  litde  we  can  promife 
ourfejves  many-  ni(»c  interviews,  we  are  taught  by  hourly  examples-  of 
mortality.  Let  u».  try  to  livd  fo  as  that  mortality  may  not  be  an  eviL 
Wrice  to  me  foon,  my  deared*  your  letters  will  give  me  great  pleafure. 

"  I  am  forry  that  Mr.  Porter  has  not  had  his  box ;  but  by  fending  k  to 
Mr.  Mtfhias,  wJk>  very  readily  undertook  its  conveyance,  I  did  the  beft  I 
could,  and  perhaps  before  now  he  has  it 

«  Be  fo: kind  as  to  mate  my,  compliments  to  my  friends;  I  have  a  great 
value  .for.  their  jkitaM,  wd  hope  »  enjoy  k  befcae  f*mm*r  is  pad.  Do 
write  to  tte.    1  am*  dnnrefl:  love, 

4(  Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

*  London,  -April >rt*  778k*.  Sam.  JoHKaoK," 


v    .  . 


On  Fridays  April  ijj  l^g  Good-Friday,  I  <wei*  to  St.  CkmcntVchurch 
widrhini,  asufeak  .  ThcnerLfkw  again  Us  old  feliow-callegian,  Edwards,  to 
whom!  foid,  u  I  think  Sir*  Dr.  Johnfon  and  yota  meet  only  at  church."—"  Sir 
(faid  he)  it  is  the  Jfeft  place  we  can  meet  in  except  Heaven,  and  J  hope  we 
fhall  meet  there  too."-  i>r.  Johnfon  cold  me  -that  there  was  very  little  com- 
munication between  Edwards  and  him,  after  their  unexpe&ed  renewal  of 
acquaintance.  "Bat  (faiclhe,  finiiing)  he  met  me  tmcc,  and  faid,  «  I  am 
todd  you  have  written  a  very  pretty  book  caHcd  tht  RamHerS  I  was  un- 
willing that  he  (hould  leave  the  world  in  total  darknefs,  and  fent  him  a  let." 

Mr.  Berrenger  vtfkod  him  to-day,  and  was  very  pleating.  We  talked  of 
an  evening  fociety  for  convention  at  a  houfe  in  town,  cf  which  we  were  att 
members,  but  of  which  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  will  never  do,  Sir.  There  is 
nothing  ferved  about  there,  neither  tea,  nor  coffee,  nor  lemonade,  nor  any 

thing 
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thing  whatever ;  and.  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  a  man  does  not  love  to  go  to  a 
place  from  whence  he  comes  out  exactly  as  he  went  in.  I  endeavoured  for 
argument'^  fake,  to  maintain  that  men  of  learning  and  talents  might  have 
very  good  intelle&ual  fociety,  without  the  aid  of  any  litde  gratifications  of 
the  ien&s.  Berrenger  joined  with  Johnfon,,  aftd  faid  that  without  thefe  any 
meeting  would  be  dull  and  infipid..  He  would  therefore  have  all  the  flight 
refreshments;  nay,  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  have  fome  cold  meat,  and  a 
bottle  of  wine  upon  a  fide-board!  "  Sir,,  (faid  Johnfon  to  me,,  with  an  air  of 
triumph,)  MhvBerrenger  knows  the  world..  Every  body  loves  to  have  good 
things  furniihed  to  them  without  any  trouble..  I  told  Mrs.  Thrale  once,  that 
as  (he  did  not  choofe  to  have  card-tables,  Die  fhould  have  a  profofion  of  the 
belt  (weetmeats,.  and  fhe  would  be  fure  to  haivfc  company-  enough  come  to 
Iter."  The  event  proved  the  juftice  of  Johnfon's  opinion,  as  to  the  im- 
pra&icability  of  getting  people  to  •meet*  when  they  know  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  to  touch  the  palate;  for  this  Society,  though  held'  at  the  houfe  of  a 
per/on  defervedly  much  efteemed,  and  competed  of  Vefy  eminent  men,, 
could  not  be  preferved  from  gradual  decay.     "    •  •  - 

On  Sunday,.  April  15,  being  Eafar-day,  after  fetenm  woifliip  in  St.  Paul'a 
churchy  I  found  him  done;  Dr.  Scott,  of  the  Commons*  came.  He  talked 
of  its  having  been  faid,.  that  Addifoa  wrote  fortie  of  his  beft  pipers  in  "  The; 
Spedator,"  when  warm  with  wine.  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  feem  willing  to 
admit  this.  Dr.  Scott,  as  a  confirmation  06  it  related,  that  Bbckftbne 
eompofed  his  "  Commentaries"  with  a  bottle  of  port  before  him; 

I  told  him,  that  in  a  company  where  I  had  lacely:  been,  a  defirc  was- 
txprelled  to  know  his  authority  for  the  (hocking  fiery  of  Addifon's  (ending 
an  execution  into  Steele's  hpufe.  -«*■  Sir  .  (faid  he)  it  is  generaity  known, 
k  is  known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  wi$k  the  litecary  hiftory  of  that  period 
It  is  as  well  known,  as  that  he  wrote  '  Caflo/'  Mr..  Thomas  Sheridan  once 
defended  Addifon  to  me*  by  alledging  chat  he  did  it  in  aider  to  cover  Steele's 
goods  from  other  creditor*,  <who  were  going  to  feiae  them*. 

We  talked  of  the  difference  between  die* mode  of  education; at  Oxford,  and 

that  in  the  Colleges,    where  <,  inftru&ioB  is  chiefly  conveyed  by  le&urcs. 

Johnson.  "  Lc&ures  were  once  ufcfelj  but  nam,,  when  all  can  read,  and 

books  are  fo  numerous,  k&arcs  are  uandceflary,  -  If  your  attention  fails,  and, 

you  mifs  a  part  of  a  lefture,  it  is  loft,  you  cannot  go  back  as  you  do  upton 

a  book."    Dr..  Scott  agreed  with  him.    "  But  yet  (faid. I)  Dr.  Scott,,  you 

yourfclf  gave  kftures  at  Oxford."    He  fouled^    «  You  laughed.(then  (aid  I) 

at  thoie  who  came  to  you*" 

2  Dr. 
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Dr.  Scott  left  us,  and  foon  afterwards  we  went  to  dinner.  Our  company 
confifted  of  Mre.  Williams,  Mrs.  Definoulins,  Mr,  Levett,  Mr.  Alien, 
the  printer,  and  Mrs.  Hall,  fitter  of  the  Reverend  Mr,  John  Wefley,  and 
refembling  him,  as  I  thought,  both  in  figure  and  manner.  Johnfon  produced 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  fbme  handfome  filver  falvers,  which  he  told  me  he 
had  bought  fourteen  years  ago ;  fo  it  was  a  great  day.  I  was  not  a  litde 
amufed  by  obierving  Allen  perpetually  ftruggling  to  talk  in  the  manner  of 
Johnfon,  like  the  litde  frog  in  the  fable,  blowing  himfelf  up  to  refembte  the 
iiatcly  ox. 

I  mentioned  a  kind  of  religious  Robinhood  Society,  which  met  every 
Sunday  evening,  at  Coachmakers'-hall,  for  free  debate ;  and  that  the  fubjeft 
for  this  night  was,  the  ttxt  which  relates,  with  other  miracles,  which  hap- 
pened at  our  Saviour's  death,  "  And  the  graves  were  opened,  and  many 
bodies  of  the  faints  which  fkpt  aiofe,  and  came  out  of  the  graves  after  his 
rcfurre&ion,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto  many."  Mrs. 
Hall  faid  it  was  a  very  curious  fubjeft,  and  fhe  fhould  like  to  hear  it 
difcufled.  Johnson,  (fomewhat  warmly)  "  One  would  not  go  to  fuch  a 
place  to  hear  it— one  would  not  be  feen  in  fuch  a  place — to  give  coun- 
tenance to  fuch  a  meeting."  I,  however,  refolved  that  I  would  go.  "  But 
Sir,  (laid  fhe  to  Johnfon,)  I  fhould  like  to  hear  you  difcufs  it/'  He  feemed 
rclu&ant  to  engage  in  it.  She  talked  of  the  refurre&ion  of  the  human  race 
in  general,  and  maintained  that  we  fhall  be  raifed  with  the  fame  bodies. 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Madam,  we  fee  that  it  is  not  to  be  the  fame  body;  for  the 
Scripture  ufes  the  illuftrarion  of  grain  fown,  and  we  know  that  the  grain  which 
grows  is  not  the  fame  with  what  is  fown.  You  cannot  fuppofe  that  we 
fhall  xife  with  a  difeafed  body ;  it  is  enough  if  there  be  fuch  a  famenefs  as  to 
diftinguifh  identity  of  perfbri."  She  feemed  defirous  of  knowing  more,  but 
he  left  the  queftion  in  obicurity. 

Of  apparitions,  Jie  obferved,  «  A  total  difbelief  of  them  is  adverfe  to  Ac 
opinion  of  the  exiftence  of  the  foul  between  death  and  the  laft  day  -,  the 
queftion  fimply  is,  whether  departed  fpirits  ever  have  the  power  of  making 
themfelves  perceptible  to  us ;  a  man  who  thinks  he  has  feen  an  apparition, 
can  only  be  convinced  himfelf;  his  authority  will  not  convince  another,  and 
his  convidion,  if  rational,  muft  be  founded  on  being  told  fomething  which 
cannot  be  known  but  by  fupernaturai  means/' 

He  mentioned  a  thing  as  mot  unfirequent,  of  which  I  had  never  heard 
before— being  collide  that  is,  hearing  one's  name  pronounced  by  the  voice  of 
a  known  perfon  at  a  great  diftance,  far  beyond  the  poffibility  of  being  reached 

by 
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by  any  found,  uttered  by  human  organs.  "An  acquaintance,  on  whofe  i78»- 
veracity  I  can  depend,  told  me,  that  walking  home  one  evening  to  Kilmar-  /Kut'^a! 
nock,  he  heard  himfelf  called  from  a  wood,  by  the  voice  of  a  brother  who 
had  gone  to  America;  and  the  next  packet  brought  accounts  of  that  brother's 
death."  Macbean  aflferted  that  this  inexplicable  calling  was -a  thing  very  well 
known.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  that  one  day  at  Oxford,  as  he  was  turning  the  key 
of  his  chamber,  he  heard  his .  mother  diftin&ly  call  Sam.  She  was  then  at 
Lichfield  ;  but  nothing  enfued.  This  phenomenon  is,  I  think,  as  wonderful 
as  any  other  myfterious  fadt,  which  many  people  are  very  flow  to  believe, 
or  rather,  indeed,  rejedt  with  an  obftinatc  contempt. 

Some  time  after  this,  upon  his  making  a  remark  which  efcaped  my 
attention,  Mrs.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  both  together  ftriving  to 
anfwer  him.  He  grew  angry,  and  called  out  loudly,  "  Nay,  when  you. both 
fpeak  at  once  it  is  intolerable/'  But  checking  himfelf,  and  {pftening,  b* 
faid,  "  This  one  may  fey,  f  hough  yQU  art  bdi€s4"  Then .  j^  frightened  into 
gay  humour,  and  addrefTed  theca  in  the  words  q£  one  of  die  fongs  in  "  TJitf 
Beggar's  Opera," 

"  But  two  at  a  time  there's  no  mortal  can  bear." 

Cl  What,  Sir,  (faid  I,)  are  you  going  to  turn  Captain  MacheatR  ?"  *  There 
was  fomething  as  pleafantly  ludicrous  in  this  fcene  as  can  be  imagined.  The 
contrail  between  Macheatb,  Polly,  and  Lucy — and  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon, 
blind,  peevifh  Mrs.  Williams,  and  lean,  lank,  preaching  Mrs.  Hall,  was 
exquifite. 

I  Hole  away  to  CoachmakerVhall,  and  heard  the  difficult  text  of  which  we 
.  had  talked,  difcuffed  with  great'  decency,  and  fome  intelligence,  by  feveral 
lpeakers.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  appearance  of  ghofts 
in  modern  times,  though  the  arguments  for  it,  fupporfed  by  'Mr.  Addifbn's 
authority,  preponderated.  The  immediate  fubjeA  of  debate  was  embarrafled 
by  the  bodies  of  the  faints  having  been  faid  to  rife,  and  by  the  queftion  what 
became  of  them  afterwards ;  did  they  return  again  to  their  graves  ?  Or  were 
they  tranflated  to  Heaven?  Only  one. evangelift  mentions  thfc  fad9,  and  the 
commentators  whom  I  have  looked  at,  do  not  make  the  paflage  clear. 
There  is,  however,  no  occalion  fQr  our  underftanding  it  farther,  than  to  know 
that  it  was  one  of  the  extraordinary  manifeftations  of  divine  power,  which 
accompanied  the  mod  important  event  that  ever  happened. 

•  ■  »  St.  Matthew,  chap,  xxvii.  -v„  £a,  53,    •; 

Vol.  II.  Ddd  On 
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>78^  On  Friday,  April  20,  I  fpent  with  him  one  of  the  happieft  days  that 

&m.  72!  I  remember  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life.  Mrs.  Garrick, 
whofe  grief  for  the  loft  of  her  hufband  was,  I  believe,  as  fincere  as  wounded 
affe&ion  and  admiration  could  produce,  had  this  day,  for  the  firft  time  fince 
his  death,  a  fcleft  party  of  his  friends  to  dine  with  her.  The  company  was 
Mifs  Hannah  More,  who  lived  with  her,  and  whom  fhc  called  her  Chaplain; 
Mrs.  Bofcawen,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Burney, 
Dr.  Johnfon,  and  myfelf.  We  found  ourfelves  veiy  elegantly  entertained 
at  her  houfe  in  the  Adelphi,  where  I  have  paffed  many  a  pleafing  hour  with 
him  "  who  gladdened  life."  She  looked  very  well,  talked  of  her  hufband 
with  complacency,  and  while  (he  caft  her  eyes  on  his  portrait,  which  hung 
over  the  chimney-piece,  faid,  that  "  death  was  now  the  moft  agreeable 
objeft  to  her."  The  very  femblance  of  David  Garrick  was  cheering.  Mr, 
Beauclerk,  with  happy  propriety,  inferibed  under  that  fine  portrait  of  him, 
which  by  Lady  Diana's  kindnefs  is  now  the  property  of  my  friend  Mr* 
Langton,  the  following  paffage  from  his  beloved  Shakfpeare : 


<£ 


-  A  merrier  man* 


cc 

CC 

cc 


CC 

cc 
tc 


€<  Within  the  limit  of  becoming  mirth, 

I  never  fpent  an  hour's  talk  withal. 

His  eye  begets  occafion  for  his  wit  $ 

For  ev'ry  objeft  that  the  one  doth  catch* 
cc  The  other  turns  ^to  a  mirth-mQving  jeft ; 
cc  Which  his  fair  tongue  (Conceit's  expofitorj 

Delivers  in  fuch  apt  and  gracious  words, 

That  aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales,. 

And  younger  hearings  are  quite  ravifhed  $ 
€s  So  fweet  and  voluble  is  his  difcourfe." 

We  were  all  in  fine  fpirits ;  and  I  whifpered  to  Mrs.  Bofcawen,  "  I  believe 
this  is  as  much  as  can  be  made  of  life."  In  addition  to  a  fplendid  enter- 
tainment, we  were  regaled  with  Lichfield  ale,  which  had  a  peculiar  appro- 
priated value.  Sir  Jofhua,  and  Dr.  Burney,  and  I,  drank  cordially  of  it  to 
Dr.  Johnfon's  health ;  and  though  he  would  not  join  us,  he  as  cordially 
anfwered,  €C  Gendemen,  I  wifh  you  all  as  well  as  you  do  me."' 

The  general  efiedt  of  this  day  dwells  upon  my  mind  in  fond  remem- 
brance j  but  I  do  not  find  much  converfation  recorded.  What  I  have 
preferved  fhall  be  faithfuDy  given. 

1  Somebody 
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Somebody  mentioned  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  die  ftrenuous  Whig,  who  ufed 
to  fend  over  Europe  prefents  of  democratical  books,  with  their  boards 
ftamped  with  daggers  and  caps  of  liberty.  Mrs.  Carter  faid,  "  He  was  a 
bad  man.  He  ufed  to  talk  uncharitably."  Johnson.  "  Poh !  poh  !  Madam ; 
who  is  the  worfe  for  being  talked  of  uncharitably  ?  Befides,  he  was  a  dull 
poor  creature  as  ever  lived.  And  I  believe  he  would  not  have  done  harm 
to  a  man  whom  he  knew  to  be  of  very  oppofite  principles  to  his  own.  I 
remeipber  once  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  when  an  advertifement  was  to  be 
drawn  up,  he  pointed  me  out  as  the  man  who  could  do  it  beft.  This, 
you  will  obferve  was  kindnefs  to  me.     I  however  flipt  away  and  efcaped  it." 

Mrs.  Carter  having  faid  of  a  certain  perfon,  "  I  doubt  he  was  an  Atheift." 
Johnson.  "  I  don't  know  diat.  He  might  perhaps  have  become  one,  if  he 
had  had  time  to  ripen,  (fmiling).  He  might  have  exuberated  into  an 
Atheift." 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  praifed cc  Mudge's  Sermons."  Johnson.  <f  Mudge's 
Sermons'  are  good,  but  not  pra&ical.  He  grafps  more  fenfe  than  he  can 
hold  j  he  takes  more  corn  than  he  can  make  into  meal  j  he  opens  a  wide 
prolpeft,  but  it  is  fo  diftant,  it  is  indiftinft.  I  love  c  Blair's  Sermons/ 
Though  the  dog  is  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Prefbyterian,  and  every  thing  he 
fhould  not  be,  I  was  the  firft  to  praife  thejn.  Such  was  my  candour."  (fmiling). 
Mrs.  Boscawen.  "  Such  his  great  merit  to  get  the  better  of  all  your  pre- 
judices." Johnson.  4C  Why,  Madam,  let  us  compound  the  matter  let  us 
afcribe  it  to  my  candour,  and  his  merit." 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  large  company  in  the  drawing-room,  feveral  ladies, 
the  Bifhop  of  Killaloe,  D.  Percy,  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  of  the  Treafury,  &c.  &c. 
Somebody  faid  the  life  of  a  mere  literary  man  could  not  be  very  entertaining. 
Johnson.  "  But  it  certainly  may.  This  is  a  remark  which  has  been  made, 
and  repeated,  without  juftice ;  why  fhould  the  life  of  a  literary  man  be  leis 
entertaining  than  the  life  of  any  other  man  ?  Are  there  not  as  interefling 
varieties  in  fuch  a  life?  "As  a  literary  life  it  may  be  very  entertaining." 
Boswell.  "  But  it  muft  be  better  furely,  when  it  is  diverfified  with  a  little 
a&ive  variety— fuch  as  his  having  gone  to  Jamaica; — or — his  having  gone 
to  the  Hebrides."     Johnfon  was  not  difpleafed  at  this. 

Talking  of  a  very  refpedtable  authour,  he  told  us  a  curious  circumftance 
in  his  life,  which  was,  that  he  had  married  a  printer's  devil.  Reynolds. 
"  A  printer's  devil,  Sir !  Why,  I  thought  a  printer's  devil  was  a  creature 
with  a  black  face  and  in  rags."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir.  But  I  fuppofe,  he 
had  her  face  waftied,  and  put  clean  clothes  on  her.     (Then  looking  very 
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1 78 1.  ferious,  and  very  earned)  And  (he  did  not  difgrace  him — the  woman  had  a 
^tatT~  -£  bottom  of  good  fenfe."  The  word  bottom  thus  introduced,  was  fo  ludicrous, 
when  contrafted  with  his  gravity,  that  mod  of  us  could  not  forbear  tittering 
and  laughing,  though  I  recolledt  that  the  Bifhop  of  Killaloe  kept  his  coun- 
tenance with  perfect  fteadincfs,  while  Mifs  Hannah  More  flyly  hid  her  face 
behind  a  lady's  back  who  fate  on  the  fame  fettee  with  her.  His  pride  could 
not  bear  that  any  expreflion  of  his  fhould  excite  ridicule,  when  he  did  not 
intend  it ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  afllime  and  exercife  defpotick  power,  glanced 
fternly  around,  and  called  out  in  a  ftrong  tone,  "Where's  the  merriment?" 
Then  collefting  himfelf,  and  looking  aweful,  to  make  us  feel  how  he  could 
impofe  reftraint,  and  as  it  were  fearching  his  mind  for  a  ftill  more  ludicrous 
word,  he  (lowly  pronounced,  "  I  fay  the  woman  was  fundamentally  fenfible;" 
as  if  he  had  faid,  hear  this  now,  and  laugh  if  you  dare.  We  all  fat  compofed 
as  at  a  funeral. 

He  and  I  walked  away  together;  we  flopped  a  little  while  by  the  rails 
of  the  Adelphi,  looking  on  the  Thames,  and  I  faid  to  him  with  tendernels, 
that  I  thought  of  two  friends  we  had  loft,  who  once  lived  in  the  buildings 
behind  us,  Beauclerk  and  Garrick.  "  Aye,  Sir,  (faid  he,  tenderly,)  and  two 
fuch  friends  as  cannot  be  fupplied." 

For  fome  time  after  this  day  I  did  not  fee  him  very  often,  and  of  the 
converfation  which  I  did  enjoy,  I  am  forry  to  find  I  have  preferved  but 
little.  I  was  at  this  time  engaged  in  a  variety  of  other  matters,  which  required 
exertion  and  afllduity,  and  neccfiarily  occupied  almoft  all  my  time. 

One  day  having  fpoken  very  freely  of  thofe  who  were  then  in  power,  he 
faid  to  me,  "  Between  ourfelves,  Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  give  oppofition  the 
fatisfaftion  of  knowing  how  much  I  difapprove  of  the  miniftry."  And  when 
I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Burke  had  boafted  how  quiet  the  nation  was  in  George 
the  Second's  reign,  when  Whigs  were  in  power,  compared  with  the  prefent 
reign,  when  Tories  governed.  "  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  you  are  to  confider 
that  Tories  having  more  reverence  for  government,  will  not  oppofe  with  the 
fame  violence  as  Whigs,  who  being  unreftrained  by  that  principle,  will  oppofe 
by  any  means." 

This  month  he  loft  not  only  Mr.  Thrale,  but  another  friend,  Mr.  William 
Strahan,  Junior,  printer,  the  eldeft  fon  of  his  old  and  conftant  friend,  Printer 
to  his  Majefty. 


ft 
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To  Mrs.  Strahan, 

c<  Dear  Madam, 

«  THE  grief  which  I  feel  for  the  lofs  of  a  very  kind  friend  is 
fufficient  to  make  .me  know  how  much  you  muft  fuffer  by  the  death  of  an 
amiable  fon ;  a  man,  of  whom  I  think  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  no  one  knew 
him  who  does  not  lament  him.  I  look  upon  myfelf  as  having  a  fiiend, 
another  friend  taken  from  me. 

"  Comfort,  dear  Madam,  I  would  give  you  if  I  could,  but  I  know  how 
little  the  forms  of  confolation  can  avail.  Let  me,  however,  counfel  you  not 
to  wafte  your  health  in  unprofitable  forrow,  but  go  to  Bath,  and  endeavour  to 
prolong  your  own  life,  but  when  we  have  all  done  all  that  we  can,  one  friend 
muft  in  time  lofe  the  other.     I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

'"  April  23,  178U  Sam.  Johnson." 

On  Tuefday,  May  8,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  again  dining  with  him  and  Mr. 
Wilkes,  at  Mr.  Dilly's.     No  negotiation  was  now  required  to  bring  them 
together  j  for  Johnfon  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  former 'interview,  that  he 
was  very  glad  to  meet  Wilkes  again,  who  was  this  day  feated  between  Dr. 
Beattie  and  Dr.  Johnfon  ;  (between  Truth  and  Reafon,  as  General  Paoli  faid, 
when  I   told  him  of  it).     Wilkes.  "  I  have  been  thinking,   Dr.  Johnfon, 
that  there  fhould  be  a  bill  brought  into  parliament  that  the  controverted 
eledtions  for  Scotland  lhould  be  tried  in  that  country,  at  their  own  Abbey  of 
Holy-Rood  Houfe,  and  not  here ;  for  the  confequence  of  trying  them  here 
is,  that  we  have  an  inundation  of  Scotchmen,  who  come  up  and  never  go 
back  again.     Now  here  is  Bofwell,  who  has  come  up  upon  the  eleftion  for 
his  own  county,  which  will  not  laft  a  fortnight."     Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  tried  at  all ;  for,  you  know,  one  Scotchman  is 
as  good  as  another."     Wilkes.  "  Pray,  Bofwell,  how  much  may  be  got  in  a 
year  by  an  Advocate  at  the  Scotch  bar  ?"     Boswell.  "  I  believe  two  thoufand 
pounds."     Wilkes.  cf  How  can  it  be  poffible  to  Ipend  that  money  in  Scot- 
land?"    Johnson.  <€  Why,  Sir,  die  money  may  be  fpent  in  England:  but 
there  is  a  harder  queftion.     If  one  man  in  Scotland  gets  poflefiion  of  two 
thoufand  pounds,  what  remains  for  all  the  reft  of  the  nation  ?"     Wilkes., 
"  You  know,  in  the  lafl:  war,  the  immenfe  booty  which  Thurot  carried  off 
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»78r-      from  the  complete  plunder  of  feven  Scotch  ifles.     He  re-imbarked  with 
j£ta£  72^  three  and  Jix-pence"     Here  again  Johnfon  and  Wilkes  joined  in  extravagant 
fportive  raillery  upon  the  fuppofed  poverty   of  Scotland,  which  Dr.  Beattie 
and  I  did  not  think  it  worth  our  while  to  dilpute. 

The  fubjeft  of  quotation  being  introduced,  Mr.  Wilkes  cenfared  it  as 
pedantry.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  is  a  good  thing ;  there  is  a  community 
of  mind  in  it.  Claflical  quotation  is  the  parole  of  literary  men  all  over  the 
world."  Wilkes.  "  Upon  the  continent  they  all  quote  the  vulgate  Bible. 
Shakfpeare  is  chiefly  quoted  here  -,  and  we  quote  alfo  Pope,  Prior,  Butler, 
Waller,  and  fometimes  Cowley," 

We  talked  of  Letter- writing.  Johnson.  "  It  is  now  become  fo  much  the 
fafliion  to  publifh  letters,  that  in  order  to  avoid  it,  I  put  as  litde  into  mine  as 
I  can."  Boswzll.  Cf  Do  what  you  will,  Sir,  you  cannot  avoid  it.  Should 
you  even  write  as  ill  as  you  can,  your  letters  would  be  publifhed  as 
•curiofities. 

1  Behold  a  miracle  !  inftead  of  wit 

c  See  two  dull  lines  with  Stanhope's  pencil  writ." 

He  gave  us  an  entertaining  account  of  Bet  Flinty  a  woman  of  the  town, 
-who,  with  fome  eccentrick  talents  and  much  effrontery,  forced  herfelf  upon 
his  acquaintance.  <c  Bet  (faid  he)  wrote  her  own  Life  in  verfe ',  which  fhc 
brought  to  me,  wifhing  that  I  would  furnifh  her  with  a  Preface  to  it  (laughing). 
I  ufed  to  fay  of  her,  that  (he  was  generally  flut  and  drunkard— occafionally, 
whore  and  thief.  She  had,  however,  genteel  lodgings,  a  fpinnet  on  which 
Ihe  played,  and  a  boy  that  walked  before  Jier  chair.  Poor  Bet  was  taken  up 
on  a  charge  of  dealing  a  counterpane,  and  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey.  Chief 
juftice  ,  who  loved  a  ivench,    fummed  up  favourably,  and  fhe  was 

acquitted.  After  which,  Bet  faid,  widi  a  gay  and  fatisfied  air,  *  Now  that  the 
•counterpane  is  my  own,  I  fhall  make  a  petticoat  of  it." 

Talking  of  oratory,  Mr.  Wilkes  defcribed  it  as  accompanied  with  all  the 
•charms  of  poetical  expreflion.     Johnson.  cc  No,  Sir;  oratory  is  the  power 

1  Johnfon,  whofe  memory  was  wonderfully  retentive,  remembered  the  firft  four  lines  of  this 
curious  production,  which  have  been -communicated  to  me  by  a  young  lady  of  his  acquaintances 

'*  When  firft  I  drew  my  vital  breath, 
"  A  little  minikin  I  came  upon  earth ; 
"  And  then  I  came  from  a  dark  abode, 
**  Into  this  gay  and  gaudy  world." 

of 
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of  beating  down  your  adverfary's  arguments,  and  putting  better  in  their 
place."  Wilkes.  "  But  this  does  not  move  the  paflions."  Johnson.  "  He 
muft  be  a  weak  man  who  is  to  be  ib  moved."  Wilkes,  (naming  a  cele- 
brated orator)  c<  Amidft  all  the  brilliancy  of  — — 's  imagination,  and  the 
exuberance  of  his  wit,  there  is  a  ftrange  want  of  tafte.  It  was  obferved  of 
Apelles's  Venus,  that  her  flefh  feemed  as  if  fhe  had  been  nourished  by  rofes  : 
his  oratory  would  fometimes  make  one  fufpeft  that  he  eats  potatoes  and  drinks 
whifky." 

Mr.  Wilkes  obferved,  how  tenacious  we  are  of  forms  in  this  country^  and 
gave  us  an  inftance,  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  remitting  money 
to  pay  the  army  in  America  in  Portugal  pieces,  when,  in  reality,  the  remit- 
tance is  made  not  in  Portugal  money  but  in  our  own  fpecie.  Johnson.  "  Is 
there  not  a  law,  Sir,  againft  exporting  the  current  coin  of  the  realm  ?" 
Wilkes.  c<  Yes,  Sir :  but  might  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  cafe  of 
real  evident  neceflity,  order  our  own  current  coin  to  be  fent  into  our  own 
colonies  ?" — Here  Johnfon,  with  that  quicknefs  of  recolle&ion  which  diftin- 
guifhed  him  fo  eminently,  gave  the  Middle/ex  Patriot  an  admirable  retort 
upon  his  own  ground.  "  Sure,  Sir,  you  don't  think  a  resolution  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  equal  to  the  law  of  the }and"  Wilkes,  (at  once  perceiving  the 
application)  <f  God  forbid,  Sir." — To  hear  what  had  been  treated  with  fuch. 
violence  in  «  The  f  alfe  Alarm,"  now  turned  into  pleafant  repartee,  was 
extremely  agreeable.  Johnfon  went  on — "  Locke  obferves  well,  that  a  pro- 
hibition to  export  the  current  coin  is  impolitick ;  for  when  the  balance  of 
trade  happens  to  be  againft  a  ftate,  the  current  coin  muft  be  exported." 

Mr.  Beauclerk's  great  library  was  tliis  feafon  fold  in  London  by  au&iork 
Mr.  Wilkes  faid,  he  wondered  to  find  in  it  liich  a  numerous  colleftion  of 
fermons,  feeming  to  think  it  ftrange  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Beauclerk's 
charafter  in  the  gay  world,  fhould  have  chofen  to  have  many  compofitions 
of  that  kind.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  confider,  that  fermons 
make  a  confiderable  branch  of  Englifh  literature ;  lb  that  a  library  muft  be 
very  imperfe<5t  if  it  has  not  a  numerous  colle&ion  of  fermons  * :  and  in  all 

colledions,. 

* 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  probably  did  not  know  that  there  is  in  an  Engli(h  fermon  the  moll  comprehensive 
and  lively  account  of  that  entertaining  faculty,  for  which  he  himfelf  is  fo  much  admired.  It  is 
in  Dr.  Barrow's  firft  volume,  and  fourteenth  fermon,  "  Againft  foolijb  Talking  and  Jcfiing"  My 
old  acquaintance,  the  late  Corbyn  Morris,  in  his  ingenious  "  Eflky  on  Wit,  Humour,  and 
Ridicule,"  calls  it  "  zprofufe  defcription  of  Wit :"  but  I  do  not  fee  how  it  could  be  curtailed*, 
without  leaving  out  fome  good  circopiftance  of  difcrimination*    As  it  is  not  generally  known,. 

and: 
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collections,  Sir,  the  defire  of  augmenting  it  grows  ftronger  in  proportion  to 
the  advance  in  acquifition ;  as  motion  is  accelerated  by  the  continuance  of  the 
impetus.  Befides,  Sir,  (looking  at  Mr.  Wilkes  with  a  placid  but  fignificant 
fmile,)  a  man  may  colleft  fermons  with  intention  of  making  himfelf  better 

and  may  perhaps  difpofe  fome  to  read  fermons,  from  which  they  may  receive  real  advantage, 
while  looking  only  for  entertainment,  I  (hall  here  quote  it. 

"  But.firft  (fays  the  learned  preacher)  it  may  be  demanded,  what  the  thing  we  fpeak  of  is  ? 
Or  what  this  facetioufnefs  (or  w//,  as  he  calls  it  before,)  doth  import  r  To  which  queftions  I 
might  reply,  as  Democritus  did  to  him  that  aflced  the  definition  of  a  man,  * 'Tis  that  which 
we  all  fee  and  know.'  Any  one  better  apprehends  what  it  is  by  acquaintance,  than  I  can  inform 
him  by  defcriptiqn.  It  is,  indeed,  a  thing  fo  verfarile  and  multiform,  appearing  in  fo  many 
fhapes,  fo  many  poftures,  fo  many  garbs,  fo  varioufly  apprehended  by  feveral  eyes  and  judge- 
ments, that  it  feemeth  no  lefs  hard  to  fettle  a  clear  and  certain  notion  thereof,  than  to  make  a 
portrait  of  Proteus,  or  to  define  the  figure  of  the  fleeting  air.  Sometimes  it  lieth  in  pat  allufion 
to  a  known  ftory,  or  in  fcafonablc  application  of  a  trivial  faying,  or  in  forging  an  appofite  tale: 
fometimes  it  playeth  in  words  and  phrafes,  taking  advantage  from  the  ambiguity  of  their  fenfe, 
or  the  affinity  of  their  found:  fometimes  it  is  wrapped  in  a  drefs  of  humourous  expreulon: 
fometimes  it  lurkcth  under  an  odd  fimilitude :  fometimes  it  is  Icdged  in  a  fly  queftion,  in  a  fmart 
anfwer,  in  a  quirkifh  reafon,  in  a  Ihrewd  intimation,  in  cunningly  diverting  or  cleverly  retorting 
an  objection  :  fometimes  it  is  couched  in  a  bold  fcheme  of  fpeech,  in  a  tart  irony,  in  a  lofty 
hyperbole,  in  a  ftartling  metaphor,  in  a  plaufible  reconciling  of  contradictions,  or  in  acute 
nonfenfe  :  fometimes  a  fcenical  reprefentation  of  pcrfons  or  things,  a  counterfeit  fpeech,  a  mimical 
look  or  gefturc,  paffeth  for  it :  fometimes  an  affected  Simplicity,  fometimes  a  prefumptuous 
bluntnefs  giveth  it  being :  fometimes  it  rifeth  only  from  a  lucky  hitting  upon  what  is  ft  range, 
fometimes  from  a  crafty  wrefting  obvious  matter  "to  the  purpofe.  Ofurn  it  confifleth  in  one 
knows  not  what,  and  fpringeth  up  one  can  hardly  tell  how.  Its  ways  are  unaccountable,  and 
inexplicable  ;  being  anfwerable  to  the  numberlefs  rovings  of  fancy,  and  windings  of  language. 
It  is,  in  fhort,  a  manner  of  fpeaking  out  of  the  fimple  and  plain  way,  (fuch  as  reafon  teacheth 
and  proveth  things  by,)  which  by  a  pretty  furprizing  uncouthnefs  in  conceit  or  expreffion,  doth 
affect  and  amufe  the  fancy,  ftirring  in  it  fome  wonder,  and  breeding  fome  delight  thereto.  It 
raifeth  admiration,  as  fignifying  a  nimble  fagacity  of  apprehenfion,  a  fpecial  felicity  of  invention, 
a  vivacity  of  fpirir,  and  reach  of  wit  more  than  vulgar ;  it  feeming  to  argue  a  rare  quicknefs  of 
parts,  that  one  can  fetch  in  remote  conceits  applicable ;  a  notable  (kill,  that  he  can  dextroufly 
accommodate  them  to  the  purpofe  before  him  ;  together  with  a  lively  brilknefs  of  humour,  not 
apt  to  damp  thofe  fportful  flafhes  of  imagination.  (Whence  in  Ariftotle  fuch  perfons  are  termed 
iriA&oi,  dexterous  men,  and  itirpwoi,  men  of  facile  or  verfatile  manners,  who  can  eafily  tum 
themfelves  to  all  things,  or  turn  all  things  to  themfelves.)  It  alfo  procureth  delight,  by  grati- 
fying curiofiry  with  its  rarenefs,  as  femblance  of  difficulty  :  (as  monfters,  not  for  their  beauty, 
but  their  rarity ;  as  juggling  tricks,  not  for  their  ufe,  but  their  abftrufenefs,  are  beheld  with 
pleafure  :)  by  diverting  the  mind  from  its  road  of  ferious  thoughts ;  by  inftilling  gaiety  and 
airinefs  of  fpirit ;  by  provoking  to  fuch  difpofitions  of  fjurit  in  way  of  emulation  or  complai- 
fance ;  and  by  feafoning  matters,  otherwifc  diftafteful  or  infipid,  with  an  unufual  and  thence 
grateful  tang." 

by 
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by  them.     I  hope  Mr.  Beauclerk  intended,  that  fbme  time  or  other  that 
fhould  be  the  cafe  with  him/' 

Mr.  Wilkes  faid  to  me,  loud  enough  for  Dr.  Johnfon  to  hear,  "  Dr. 
Johnfon  fhould  make  me  a  prefent  of  his  c  Lives  of  the  Poets/  as  I  am  a 
poor  patriot  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  them/'  Johnfon  feemed  to  take  no 
notice  of  this  hint ;  but  in  a  litde  while,  he  called  to  Mr.  Dilly,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
be  fo  good  as  to  fend  a  fet  of  my  Lives  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  with  my  compli- 
ments/' This  was  accordingly  done;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  paid  Dr.  Johnfon  a 
vifit,  was  courteoufly  received,  and  fate  with  him  a  long  time. 

The  company  gradually  dropped  away.  Mr.  Dilly  himfelf  was  called 
down  ftairs  upon  bufinefs ;  I  left  the  room  for  fome  time ;  when  I 
returned,  I  was  ftruck  with  obferving  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  and  John  Wilkes, 
Efq.  literally  tete  cl  tite  \  for  they  were  reclined  upon  their  chairs,  with  their 
heads  leaning  almoft  clofe  to  each  other,  and  talking  earneftly,  in  a  kind  of 
confidential  whifper,  of  the  perfonal  quarrel  between  George  the  Second  and 
the  King  of  Pruflia.  Such  a  fcene  of  perfedtly  eafy  fociality  between  two 
fuch  opponents  in  the  war  of  political  controyerfy,  as  that  which  I  now 
beheld,  would  have  been  an  excellent  fubjedt  for  a  pi&ure.  It  prefented 
to  my  mind  the  happy  days  which  are  foretold  in  Scripture,  when  the  lion 
(hall  lye  down  with  the  kid '. 

After  this  day  there  was  another  pretty  long  interval,  -  during  tf  hich  Dr. 
Johnfon  and  I  did  not  meet.     When  I  mentioned  it  to  him  with  regret,   he 
4was  pleafed  to  fay,  "  Then,  Sir,  let  us  live  double." 

About  this  time  it  was  much  the  fafhion  for  feveral  ladies  to  have  evening 
aflemblies,  where  the  fair  fex  might  participate  incoaverfation  with  literary  and 
ingenious  men,  animated  by  a  defire  to.  pleafe,  Thefe  focieties  were  de- 
nominated Blue-fiocking  Clubs,  the  origin  of  which  title  being  little  known, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  relate  it.  One  of  the  moft  eminent  members  of 
thofe  focieties,  when  they  firft  comrpenced,  was  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  whofe  dreis 
was  remarkably  grave,  and  in  particular  it  was  obferved,  that  he  wore  blue- 
(lockings.  Such  was  the  excellence  of  his  converfation,  that  his  abfence  was 
felt  as  fo  great  a  lofs,  that  it  ufed  to  be  faid,  ?'  We  can  do  nothing  without 
the  blue-ftockings ;  and  thus  by  degrees  the  title  was  eftablifhed.  Mifs  Hannah 
More   has  admirably  .defcribed  a  Blue-flocking  Club,  in  her  u  Bas  Bleu"  a 

3  When  I  mentioned  this  to  the  Bifliop  of  Killaloe,  <?  With  the  goat,**  faid  his  Lordfhip. 
Such,  however,  is  the  engaging  politenefs  and  pleafentry  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  fuch  the  focial 
good  humour  of  the  Bifhop,  that  when  they  dined  together  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  I  alfo  was,  thejr 
were  mutually  agreeable. 

Vol.  II.  E  e  e  poem 
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poem  in  which  many  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft  confpicuous  there  are 
mentioned. 

Johnfon  was  prevailed  with  to  come  fometimes  into  thefc  circles,  and  did 
not  think  himfelf  too  grave  even  for  the  lively  Mifs  Monckton  (now  Countefs 
of  Corke)  who  ufed  to  have  the  fineft  bk  of  blue  at  the  houfe  of  her  mother, 
Lady  Galway.  Her  vivacity  enchanted  the  Sage,  and  they  ufed  to  talk 
together  with  all  imaginable  eafe.  A  Angular  inftance  happened  one  evening, 
when  (he  infifted  that  fome  of  Sterne's  writings  were  very  pathetick.  Johnfon 
bluntly  denied  it.  "  I  am  fure  (faid  (he)  they  have  affe&ed  me.*9— «  Why 
(faid  Johnfon,  fmiling,  and  rolling  himfelf  about)  that  is,  becaufe,  deareft, 
you're  a  dunce."  When  {he  fome  time  afterwards  mentioned  this  to  him,  he 
laid  with  equal  truth  and  politenefs  *  "  Madam,  if  I  had  thought  fo,  I  cer- 
tainly fhould  not  have  faid  it." 

Another  eveining  Johnfon's  kind  indulgence  towards  me  had  a  pretty 
difficult  trial.  I  had  dined  at  the  Duke  of  Montrofe's,  with  a  very  agreeable 
party,  and  his  Grace,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  had  circulated  the  bottle 
very  freely.  Lord  Graham  and  I  went  together  to  Mifs  Monckton's,  where 
I  certainly  was  in  extraordinary  fpirits,  and  above  all  fear  or  awe.  In  the 
midft  of  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  amongft  whom  I 
recolledt  with  confufion,  a  noble  lady  of  the  moft  ftately  decorum ;  I  placed 
myfelf  next  to  Johnfon,  and  thinking  myfelf  now  folly  his  match,  talked  to 
him  in  a  loud  and  boifterous  manner,  defirous  to  let  the  company  know  how 
I  could  contend  with  Ajax.  I  particularly  remember  preffing  him  upon  the 
value  of  the  pleafures  of  the  imagination,  and  as  an  illuftration  of  my 
argument,  aflcing  him,  "  What,  Sir,  fuppofing  I  were  to  fancy  that  the 
(naming  the  moft  charming  Duchefe  in  his  Majefty's  dominions)  were  in 
love  with  me,  fhould  I  not  be  very  happy  ?"  My  friend  with  much  addrefs 
evaded  my  interrogatories,  and  kept  me  as  quiet  as  poffiblej  but  it  may 
eafily  be  conceived  how  he  muft  have  felt 4.    When  a  few  days  afterwards 

I  waited 

4  Next  day  I  endeavoured  to  give  what  had  happened  the  moft  ingenious  tarn  I  could,  by  the 
following  verfes : 

To  the  Honourable  Mjtfs  Moncktox. 

NOT  that  with  th'  excellent  Montrofe 

I  bad  the  happinefi  to  dine; 
Not  that  I  late  from  table  rofe, 

From  Graham's  wit,  from  generous  wine. 

4 

It 
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I  waited  upon  him  and  made  an  apology,  he  behaved  with  the  moft  friendly 
gentlenefs. 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  year,  Johnfbn  and  I  dined  together  at 
feveral  places.  I  recolleft  a  placid  day  at  Dr.  Butters's,  who  was  now 
removed  from  Derby  to  Lower  Grofvenor-ftreet,  London  j  but  of  his  con* 
verfation  on  that  and  other  occafions  during  this  period,  I  neglefted  to  keep 
any  regular  record,  and  (hall  therefore  infert  here  fome  mifcellaneous  articles 
which  I  find  in  my  Johnfonian  notes. 

His  diforderly  habits,  when  "  making  provifion  for  the  day  that  was 
palTing  over  him,"  appear  from  the  following  anecdote,  communicated  to 
me  by  Mr.  John  Nichols :— "  In  the  year  1763,  a  young  bookfeller,  who  was 
an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Whifton,  waited  on  him  with  a  fubfeription  to  his 
c  Shaldpeare ;'  and  obferving  that  the  Doftor  made  no  entry  in  any  book  of 
the  fiibfcriber's  name,  ventured  diffidently  to  afk,  whether  he  would  pleafe  to 
have  the  gentleman's  addrefs,  that  it  might  be  properly  infcrted  in  the  printed 
lift  of  fubferibers. — c  /  jhall  print  no  Lift  of  Subfcribers ,'  faid  Johnfon,  with 
great  abruptnefs :  but  almoft  immediately  rccolle&ing  himfelf,  added,  very 
complacently,  c  Sir,  I  have  two  very  cogent  reafons  for  not  printing  any  lift 
of  fubferibers— one,  that  I  have  loft  all  the  names— the  other,  that  I  have 
lpent  all  the  money/' 

» 

It  was  not  theft  alone  which  led 

On  facred  manners  to  encroach  ; 
And  made  me  feel  what  moft  I  dread, 

Johnson's  juft  frown-,  and  felf- reproach* 

Bat  when  I  cnter'd,  not  abafh'd* 

From  your  bright  eyes  were  (hot  fucfi  rays,. 
At  once  intoxication  flafh'd, 

And  all  my  frame  was  in  a  blaze ! 

But  not  a  brilliant  blaze  I  own, 

Of  the  doll  fmoak  I'm  yet  alhamM ; 
I  was  a  dreary  rain  grown, 

And  not  enlightened  though  inflam'd*     . 

Victim  at  onee  to  wine  and  love, 

I  hope,  Maria,  you'll  forgive; 
While  I  invoke  the  powers  above* 

That  henceforth  I  may  wifer  live*. 

The  lady  was  generoufly  forgiving,  returned  me  an  obliging  anfwer,  and  1  thus  obtained  an 
J8  of  Oblivion  >  and  took  care  never  to  offend  again. 

Vol.  II.  [Eee  2 J  Johnfon 
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johnfon  could  not  brook  appearing  to  be  worftcd  in  argument,  even  when 
he  had  taken  the  wrong  fide,  to  fhew  the  force  and  dexterity  of  his  talents* 
When,  therefore,  he  perceived  that  his  opponent  gained  ground,  he  had 
recourfe  to  forne  fudden  mode  of  robuft  fophiftry.  Once  when  I  was  preffing 
upon  him  with  vifible  advantage,  he  flopped  me  thus :— .«  My  dear  Bofwell, 
let's  have  no  more  of  this;  you'll  make  nothing  of  it.     I'd  rather  have  you 

whittle  a  Scotch  tune." 

Care,  however,  muft  be  taken  to  diftinguilh  between  Johnfon  when  he 
*c  talked  for  vi&ory,"  and  Johnfon  when  he  had  no  defire  but  to  inform  and 
illuftrate. — cc  One  of  Johnfon's  principal  talents  (fays  an  eminent  friend)  was 
ihewn  in  maintaining  the  wrong  fide  of  an  argument,  and  in  a  fplendid  pcr- 
yerfion  of  the  truth. — If  you  could  contrive  to  have  his  fair  opinion  on  a 
fubjeft,  and  without  any  bias  from  perfonal  prejudice,  or  from  a  wifh  to  be 
victorious  in  argument,  it  was  wifiiom  itfclf,  not  only  convincing,  but 
overpowering." 

He  had,  however,  all  his  life  habituated  himfelf  to  confider  converfation  as 
a  trial  of  intellectual  vigour  and  ikill ;  and  to  this,  I  think,  we  may  venture 
to  afcribe  that  unexampled  richnefs  and  brilliancy  which  appeared  in  his  own. 
As  a  proof  at  once  of  his  eagernefs  for  colloquial  diftin&ion,  and  his  high 
notion  of  this  eminent  friend,  he  once  addreffed  him  thus :  cc  -<•■■  ,  we  now 
have  been  feveral  hours  together  j  and  you  have  faid  but  one  thing  for  which  I 
envied  you." 

He  difliked  much  all  fpeculative  defponding  confiderations,  which  tended 
to  difcourage  men  from  diligence  and  exertion.  He  was  in  this  like  Dr. 
Shaw,  the  great  traveller,  who,  Mr*  Daines  Barrington  told  me,  ijfcd  to  fay, 
A€  I  hate  a  tui  bono  man."  Upon  being  alked  by  a  friend  what  he  fhould  think 
of  one  who  was  apt  to  (ay,  non  eft  tanti  ;— "  That  he's  a  ftupid  fellow,  Sir. 
(anfwered  Johnfon)  What  would  thefe  tanti  men  be  doing  the  while  ?" 
When  I,  in  .a  low-fpirited  fit,  was  talking  to  him  with  indifference  of  the 
(Hirfiiits  'Which  generally  engage  us  in  a  courfe  of  a&ion,  and  inquiring  a 
reafon  for  taking  £o  much  trouble  *  u  Sir,  (laid  he,  in  an  animated  tone,)  it 
:is  driving  on  the  fyftem  x>f  life." 

He  told  -me,  that  he  was  glad  that  I  had,  by  General  Oglethorpe's  means, 
^become  acquainted  with  Dr.  Shebbeare.  Indeed  that  gentleman,  whatever 
objc&ions  were  made  to  him,  had  knowledge  and  abilities  much  above  the 
clafs  of  ordinary  writers,  and  deferves  to  be  remembered  as  a  refpeftable  name 
in  literature,  were  it  only  for  his  admirable  **  Letters  on  the  Engiifh  Nation/' 
.-under  the  name  of  "  Battifta  Angeloni,  a  Jefuit." 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  and  Shebbeare5,  were  frequently  named  together,  as  having  in  '  *781- 
former  reigns  had  no  predileftion  for  the  family  of  Hanover.  The  authour  ^^"T^ 
of  the  celebrated  "  Heroick  Epiftle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,"  introduces 
them  in  one  line,  in  a  lift  of  thofe  who  "  tafted  the  fweets  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign."  Such  was  Johnfon's  fair  tafte  of  the  merit  of  that  fatire, 
that  he  allowed  Dr.  Goldfmith,  as  he  told  me,  to  read  it  to  him  from 
beginning  to  end,  and  did  not  refufe  his  praifc  to  its  execution. 

Goldfmith  could  fometimes  take  adventurous  liberties  with  him,  and  efcape 
unpunifhed.  Beauclerk  told  me  that  when  Goldfmith  talked  of  a  projett  for 
having  a  third  Theatre  in  London,  fol'ely  for  the  exhibition  of  new  plays,  in 
order  to  deliver  authours  from  the  fuppofed  tyranny  of  managers,  Johnfon 
treated  it  flightingly  s  upon  which  Goldfmith  faid,  "  Aye,  aye,  this  may  be 
nothing  to  you,  who  can  now  fhelter  yourfelf  behind  the  corner  of  a  penGon*" 
and  that  Johnfon  bore  this  with  good-humour. 

Johnfon  praifed  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  Poems,  which  his  Lordfhip  had 
publifhed  with  his  name,  as  not  difdaining  to  be  a  candidate  for  literary 
fame.  My  friend  was  of  opinion,  that  when  a  man  of  rank  appeared  in  that 
character,   he  deferved  to  have  his  merit  handfomely  allowed 6.     In  this  I. 

*  I  recollecl  a  ludicrous  paragraph  in  the  news-papers,  that  the  King  had  penfioned  .both  a  . 
ifc-bear  and  a  &k-bear. 

*  Men  of  rank  and  fortune  however  (hould  be  pretty  well  allured  of  having  a  real  claim  to  the 
approbation  of  the  publick  as  writers,  before  they  venture  to  ftand  forth.  Dryden  in  his  Preface 
to  "  All  for  Love,"  thus  exprefles  himfelf : 

"  Men  of  pleafant  conversation  (at  lead  efteemed  fo)  and  endued  with  a  trifling  kind  of -fancy,  . 
perhaps  helped  out  by  a  fmattering  of  Latin,  are  ambitious  to  diftinguifti  themfelves  from.  the.. 
kerd  of  gentlemen,  by  their  poetry  : 

'  Rams  enim  ferme  fett/us  communis  ilia 
•  Fort  una.     ■ 

And  is  aot  this  a  wretched  affectation,  not  to  be  contented  with  what  fortune  has  done  for  them,- . 
and  fit  down  quietly  with  their- eft  a  tes,  but  they  muft  call  their  wits  in  queftio'n,  and  needlefly 
expofe  their  nakednefs  to  publick  view  ?     Not  confidering  that  they  are  not  to  expect  the  fame 
approbation  from  fober  men,  which  they  have  found  from  their  flatterers  after  the  third  bottle :  . 
If  a  little  glittering  in  difcourfe  has  pafied  tbem  on  us  for  witty  men,  where  was  the  neceffity  of 
undeceiving  the  world?    Would  a  man. who  ha?  an  ill  title  to  an  eftate,  but  yet  is  in  pofleflion  . 
of  it*  would  he  bring  it  of  his  own  accord  to  be  tried  at  Weftminfter  ?     We  who  write,  if  we. 
want  the  talents,  yet  have  the  excufe  that  we  do  it  for  a.  poor  fubfiftencc;  but  what  can  be 
urged  in  their  defence,    who  not  having  the  vocation  of  poverty  to  fcribble,  out  of  mere  - 
wantonnefs  take  pains  to  make  themfelves  ridiculous  ?    Horace  was  certainly  in  the  right  where 
he  faid,  *  That  no  man  is  Satisfied  with  his  own  condition.'    A  Poet  is  not  pleafed,  becaafe  he  is  - 
not  rich ;  and  the  rich  are  difcontented  becaufe  the  poets  will  not  admit  them  of  their  number/1 

thinks 
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1781.     think  he  was  more  liberal  than  Mr.  William  Whitehead,  in  his  cc  Elegy 

JEtatVW  t0  Lord  Villiers,"  in  which  under  the  pretext  of  "  fuperiour  toils,  demanding 

all  their  care,"  he  difcovers  a  jealoufy  of  the  great  paying  their  court  to  the 

Mufes. 

«* ■■    ■         ■  To  the  chofen  few 

"  Who  dare  excel,  thy  foft'ring  aid  afford, 

u  Their  arts,  their  magick  powers,  with  honours  due 
«  Exalt  s — but  be  thyfelf  what  they  record." 

Johnfon  had  called  twice  on  the  Bifhop  of  Killaloe  before  his  Lordfhip  fet 
out  for  Ireland,  having  miffed  him  the firft  time.  He  faid,  cc  It  would  have 
hung  heavy  on  my  heart  if  I  had  not  feen  him.  No  man  ever  paid  more 
attention  to  another  than  he  has  done  to  me 7  *  and  I  have  negle&ed  him,  not 
wilfully,  but  from  being  otherwife  occupied.  .  Always,  Sir,  fet  a  high  value 
on  fpontaneous  kindnefs.  He,  whole  inclination  prompts  him  to  cultivate 
your  friendfhip  of  his  own  accord,  will  love  you  more  than  one  whom  you 
have  been  at  pains  to  attach  to  you." 

Johnfon  told  me,  that  he  was  once  much  pleaied  to  find  that  a  carpenter, 
who  lived  near  him,  was  very  ready  to  fhew  him  fome  things  in  his  bufinefs 
which  he  wifhed  to  fee.     cc  It  was  paying  (faid  he)  refpeft  to  literature." 

I  afked  him  if  he  was  not  diffatisfied  with  having  fo  fmall  a  (hare  of 
wealth,  and  none  of  thofe  diftin&ions  in  the  ftate  which  are  the  objefts  of 
ambition.  He  had  only  a  penfion  of  three  hundred  a  year.  Why  was  he 
not  in  fuch  circumftances  as  to  keep  his  coach  ?  Why  had  he  not  fome  con- 
fiderable  office  ?     Johnson.  «  Sir,  I  have  never  complained  of  the  world ; 

7  This  gave  me  a  very  great  pleafure,  for  there  had  been  once  a  pretty  (mart  altercation 
between  Dr.  Barnard  and  him,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  a  man  could  improve  himfelf  after  the 
age  of  forty-five;  when  Johnfon  in  a  hairy  humour,  expreffed  himfelf  in  a  manner  not  quite  civil* 
Dr.  Barnard  made  it  the  fubjeft  of  a  copy  of  pleafant  verfes,  in  which  he  fuppofed  himfelf  to 
2cam  different  perfections  from  different  men.    They  concluded  with  delicate  irony : 

"  Johnfon  fhall  teach  me  how  to  place, 
u  In  faired  light  each  borrow'd  grace  5 

'*  From  him  I'll  learn  to  write : 
"  Copy  his  clear  familiar  ftyle, 
"  And  by  the  roughnefs  of  his  file, 

"  Grow— like  himfelf— polit*." 

I  know  not  if  Johnfon  ever  faw  the  Poem,  but  I  had  occafion  to  find  that  as  Dr.  Barnard  and 
he  knew  each  other  better,  their  mutual  regard  incxtafed, 

i  nor 
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nor  do  I  think  that  I  have  rcafon  to  complain.  It  is  rather  to  be  wondered  i78r* 
at  that  I  have  fo  much.  My  penfion  is  more  out  of  the  ufual  courfe  of  ^aCiz 
things  than  any  inftance  that  I  have  known.  Here,  Sir,  was  a  man  avowedly 
no  friend  to  the  Government  at  the  time,  gets  a  penfion  without  alking  for 
it.  I  never  courted  the  great  •,  they  lent  for  me :  but  I  think  they  now  give 
me  up.  They  are  fatisfied.  They  have  feen  enough  of  me."  Upon  my 
obferving  that  I  could  not  believe  this,  for  they  muft  certainly  be  highly 
pleafed  by  his  converfation ;  confcious  of  his  own  fuperiority,  he  anfwered, 
"  No,  Sir;  great  Lords  and  great  Ladies  don't  love  to  have  their  mouths 
flopped."  This  was  very  expreflive  of  the  effett  which  the  force  of  his 
underftanding  and  brilliancy  of  his  fancy  could  not  but  produce ;  and,  to  be 
lure,  they  muft  have  found  themfelves  ftrangely  diminiflied  in  his  company. 
When  I  warmly  declared  how  happy  I  was  at  all  times  to  hear  him  $ — cc  Yes, 
Sir  (laid  he).  But  if  you  were  Lord  Chancellor,  it  would  not  be  fo :  you 
would  then  confider  your  own  dignity." 

There  was  much  truth  and  knowledge  of  human  nature  in  this  remark. 
But  certainly  one  fhould  think,  that  in  whatever  elevated  ftate  of  life  a 
man  who  knew  the  value  of  the  converfation  of  Johnfon  might  be  placed, 
though  he  might  prudently  avoid  a  fituation  in  which  he  might  appear  leflened 
by  comparifon  -,  yet  he  would  frequently  gratify  himfelf  in  private  with  the 
participation  of  the  rich  intelle£Eual  entertainment  which  Johnfon  could 
furnifh*  Strange,  however,  it  is,  to  confider  how  few  of  die  great  fought 
his  fociety ;  fo  that  if  one  were  difpofed  to  take  occafion  for  fatire  on  that 
account,  very  conspicuous  objefts  prefent  themfelves.  His  noble  friend,  Lord 
Elibank,  well  obferved,  that  if  a  great  man  procured  an  interview  with 
Johnfon,  and  did  not  wifh  to  fee  him  more,  it  fliewed  a  mere  idle  curiofity, 
and  a  wretched  want  of  relifh  for  extraordinary  powers  of  mind.  Mrs. 
Thrale  juftly  and  wittily  accounted  for  fuch  conduct  by  faying,  that  Johnfon's 
converfation  was  by  much  too  ftrong  for  a  perfon  accuftomed  to  obfequiouf- 
nefs  and  flattery  $  it  was  muftard  in  a  young  child's  mouth  ! 

One  day,  when  I  told  him  that  I  was  a  zealous  Tory,  but  not  enough 
"  according  to.  knowledge,"  and  fhould  be  obliged  to  him  for  "  a  reafon," 
he  was  fo  candid,  and  expreffed  himfelf  fo  well,  that  I  begged  of  him  to  repeat 
what  he  had  laid,  and  I  wrote  down  as  follows : 

Of  Tory  and  Whig. 

ct  A  wife  Tory  and  a  wife  Whig,  I  believe,  will  agree.  Their  principles 
are  the  fame,  though  their  modes  of  thinking  are  different.    A  high  Tory 

makes 
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makes  Government  unintelligible  :  it  is  loft  in  the  clouds.  A  violent  Whig 
makes  it  impra&icable :  he  is  for  allowing  fo  much  liberty  to  every  man,  that 
there  is  not  power  enough  to  govern  any  man.  The  prejudice  of  the  Tory  is 
for  eftablifhment :  the  prejudice  of  the  Whig  is  for  innovation.  A  Tory 
does  not  wilh  to  give  more  real  power  to  Government ;  but  that  Govern- 
ment ftiould  have  more  reverence.  Then  they  differ  as  to  the  Church. 
The  Tory  is  not  for  giving  more  legal  power  to  the  Clergy,  but  wifhes  they 
fhould  have  a  confiderable  influence,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  mankind : 
the  Whig  is  for  limiting  and  watching  them  with  a  narrow  jealoufy." 

On  Saturday,  June  2,  I  fet  out  for  Scotland,  and  had  engaged,  as  I  fome- 

times  did,    to  pay  a  vifit,  in  my  way,  at  Southill,  in  Bedfordshire,  at  the 

hofpitable  manfion  of  'Squire  Dilly,  the  elder  brother  of  my  worthy  friends 

the  bookfellers  in  the  Poultry.     Dr.  Johnfon  agreed  to  be  of  the  party  this 

year,  with  Mr.  Charles  Dilly  and  me,  and  to  go  and  fee  Lord  Bute's  feat  at 

Luton  Hoe.     He  talked  little  to  us  in  the  carriage,  being  chiefly  occupied  in 

reading  Dr.  Watfon's  fecond  volume  of  cc  Chemical  Effays,"  which  he  liked 

very  well,  and  his  own  cc  Prince  of  Abylfinia,"  on  which  he  feemed  to  be 

intenfely  fixed ;  having  told  us,  that  he  had  not  looked  at  it  fince  it  was  firft 

publilhed.     I  happened  to  take  it  out  of  my  pocket  to-day,  and  he  feized 

upon  it  with  avidity.   He  pointed  out  to  me  the  following  remarkable  paffage : 

*<  By  what  means  (faid  the  Prince)  are  the  Europeans  thus  powerful  j  or  why, 

fince  they  can  fo  eafily  vifit  Afia  and  Africa  for  trade  or  conqueft,  cannot  the 

Afiaticks  and  Africans  invade  their  coafts,  plant  colonies  in  their  ports,  and 

give  laws  to  their  natural  princes  ?     The  fame  wind  that  carries  them  back 

would  bring  us  hither."— <f  They  are  more  powerful,  Sir,  than  we,  (anfwered 

Imlac,)  becaufc  they  are  wifer.     Knowledge  will  always  predominate  over 

ignorance,  as  man  governs  the  other  animals.     But  why  their  knowledge  is 

more  than  ours,  I  know  not  what  reafon  can  be  given,  but  the  unfcarchable 

will  of  the  Supreme  Being."      He  faid,  cc  This,  Sir,  no  man  can  explain 

otherwife." 

We  ftopped  at  Welwyn,  where  I  wilhed  much  to  fee,  in  company  with 
Dr.  Johnfon,  the  refidence  of  the  authour  of  "  Night  Thoughts,"  which  was 
then  poffeffed  by  his  fon,  Mr.  Young.  Here  fome  addrefs  was  requifite,  for 
I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Young,  and  had  I  propofed  to  Dr.  Johnfon 
that  we  fhould  fend  to  him,  he  would  have  checked  my  wilh,  and  perhaps 
been  offended.  I  therefore  concerted  with  Mr.  Dilly,  that  I  fhould  fteal  away 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  and  him,  and  try  what  reception  I  could  procure  from 

<&*&   6  ™ 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHN.SON.  401 

Mr.  Young;  if  unfavourable  nothing  was  to  Be  faid ;  but  if  agreeable  I  fliould     *7*1- 
return  and  notify  it  to  them.     I  haftened  to  Mr.  Young's,  found  he  was  at  /Btat.~7». 
home,   lent  in  word  that  a  gentleman  defired  to  wait  upon  him,  and   was 
(hewn  into  a  parlour,  where  he  and  a  young  lady,  his  daughter,  were  fitting. 
He  appeared  to  be  a  plain,  civil,  country  gentleman ;  and  when  I  begged 
pardon   for  prefuming  to  trouble  him,  but  faid  I  wifhed  much  to  fee  his 
place,  if  he  would  give  me  leave ;  he  behaved  very  courteoufly,  and  anfwered,  . 
"  By  all  means,  Sir ;  we  are  juft  going  to  drink  tea ;  will  you  fit  down  ?" 
I  thanked  him,  but  faid,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  come  with  me  from  London, 
and  I  njuft  return  to  the  inn  and  drink  tea  with  him  -,  that  my  name  was 
Bofwell,  I  had  travelled  with  him  in  the  Hebrides.     <c  Sir  (faid  he)  I  fliould 
think   it  a  great  honour  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfoa  here.     Will  you  allow  me  to 
fend  for  him  ?"     Availing  myfelf  of  this  opening,  I  faid  that  "  I  would  go 
myfelf  and  bring  him,  when  he  had  drunk  tea;  he  knew  nothing  of  my 
calling  here."    JSaving  been  thus  fuccefsful,  I  haftened  back  to  the  inn,  and 
informed  Dr.  Johnfon  that  "  Mr.  Young,  fon  of  Dr.  Young,  the  authour  of 
f  Night  Thoughts/  whom  I  had  juft  left,  defired  to  have  the  honour  of 
feeing  him  at  the  houfe  where  his  father  lived."     Dr.  Johnfon  luckily  made 
no  inquiry  how  this  invitation  had  arifen,  but  agreed  to  go,  and  when  wc 
entered  Mr.  Young's  parlour,    he  addreffed  him  with  a   very  polite  bow; 
"  Sir,  I  had  a  curiofity  to  come  and  fee  this  place.     I  had  the  honour  to 
know  that  great  man,  your  father."    We  went  into  the  garden,  where  we 
found  a  gravel  walk,  on  each  fide  of  which  was  a  row  of  trees,  planted  by 
Dr.  Young,  which  formed  a  handfome  Gothick  arch ;  Dr.  Johnfon  called  it 
a  fine  grove.     I  beheld  it  with  reverence. 

We  fat  fome  time  in  the  fummer-houfe,  on  die  outfide  wall  of  which  was 
inferibed,  "  Ambulant es  in  horto  audiebant  vocem  Dei.9'  And  in  reference  to 
a  brook  by  which  it  is  fituated,  "  Vivendi  re£fe  qui  frorogat  boram>  &c." 
I  faid  to  Mr.  Young,  that  I  had  been  told  his  father  was  cheerful.  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  he  was  too  well-bred  a  man  not  to  be  cheerful  in  company ;  but  he 
was  gloomy  when  alone.  He  never  was  cheerful  after  my  mother's  death, 
and  he  had  met  with  many  difappointments."  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved  to  me 
afterwards,  "  That  this  was  no  favourable  account  of  Dr.  Young ;  for  it  is  not 
becoming  in  a  man  to  have  fo  little  acquiefcence  in  die  ways  of  Providence, 
as  to  be  gloomy  becaufe  he  has  not  obtained  as  much  preferment  as  he 
expe&ed ;  nor  to  continue  gloomy  for  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  Grief  has  its 
time.1'  The  lait  part  of  this  cenfure  was  theoretically  made.  Pra&ically, 
<we  know  that  grief  for  the  lofs  of  a  wife  may  be  continued  very  long,  in 

Vol.  II.  F  f  f  proportion 
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proportion  as  affe&ion  has  been  fmcere.    No  man  knew  this  better  than 
Dr.  Johnfon. 

We  went  into  the  church,  and  looked  at  the  monument  erefted  by  Mr. 
Young,  to  his. father.  Mr.  Young  mentioned  an  anecdote,  that  his  father 
had  received  feveral  thoufand  pounds  of  fubfcription-money  for  his  "  Univerfal 
Paflion,"  but  had  loft  it  in  the  South-Sea.  Dr.  Johnfon  thought  this  muft 
be  a  miftake  j  for  he  had  never  feen  a  fubfcription-book. 

Upon  the  road  we  talked  of  the  uncertainty  of  profit  with  which  authours 
and  bookfellers  engage  in  the  publication  of  literary  works,  Johnson,. 
"  My  judgement  I  have  found  is  no  certain  rule  as  to  the  fale  of  a  book."" 
Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  been  much  plagued  with  authours  fending 
you  their  works  to  revife  ?"  Johnson.  <c  No,  Sir;  I  have  been  thought  a 
four  furly  fellow."  Boswell.  "  Very  lucky  for  you,  Sir—in  that  refpeft." 
I  muft  however  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  what  he  now  faid,  which  he 
no  doubt  imagined  at  the  time  to  be  the  fadt,  there  was,  perhaps,  no  man  who 
more  frequendy  yielded  to  the  felicitations  even  of  very  obfcure  authours,  to  read 
their  manufcripts,  or  more  liberally  aflifted  them  with  advice  and  corre&ion. 

He  found  himfelf  very  happy  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  there  is  always  abun- 
dance of  excellent  fare  and  hearty  welcome. 

On  Sunday,  June  3,  we  all  went  to  Southill  church,  which  is  very  near  to 
Mr.  Dilly's  houfe.  It  being  the  firft  Sunday  of  the  month,  the  holy  facrament 
was  adminiftered,  and  I  ftaid  to  partake  of  it.  When  I  came  afterwards 
into  Dr.  Johnfon's  room,  he  faid,  "  You  did  right  to  ftay  and  receive  the' 
communion  j  I  had  not  thought  of  it."  This  feemed  to  imply  that  he  did 
not  choofe  to  approach  the  altar  without  a  previous  preparation,  as  to  which 
"  good  men  entertain  different  opinions,  fome  holding  that  it  is  irreverent  to 
partake  of  that  ordinance  without  confiderable  premeditation  5  others,  that 
whoever  is  a  fincere  Chriftian,  and  in  a  proper  frame  to  difcharge  any  other 
ritual  duty  of  our  religion,  may,  without  fcruple,  difcharge  this  moft  folemn 
one.  A  middle  notion  I  believe  to  be  the  juft  one,  which  is,  that  communicants 
need  not  think  a  long  train  of  preparatory  forms  indifpenfibly  neceflary  $  but 
neither  fhould  they  rafhly  and  lighdy  venture  upon  fo  aweful  and  myfterious 
an  inftitution.  Chriftians  muft  judge  each  for  himfelf,  what  degree  of 
retirement  and  felf-examination  is  neceflary  upon  each  occafion. 

Being  in  a  frame,  which,  I  hope  for  the  felicity  of  human  nature,  many 
experience — in  fine  weather— at  the  country-houfe  of  a  friend — confoled  and 
elevated  by  pious  exercifes-— I  expreffed  myfelf  with  an  unreftrained  fervour 
to  my  "  Guide,  Philofopher,  and  Friend  "  "  My  dear  Sir,  I  would  fain  be  a 
good  man  $  and  I  am  very  good  now.  I  fear  God,  and  honour  the  King,  I  wifh 

1  to 
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to  do  no  ill,  and  to  be  benevolent  to  all  mankind.'9  He  looked  at  me  with  a  178'- 
benignant  indulgence  j  but  took  occafion  to  give  me  able  and  falutaiy  caution.  ^^Tz. 
€t  Do  not,  Sir,  accuftom  yourfelf  to  truft  to  impreffims.  There  is  a  middle 
ftate  of  mind  between  conviftion  and  hypocrify,  of  which  many  are  confcious. 
By  trailing  to  impreflions,  a  man  may  gradually  come  to  yield  to  them,  and 
at  length  be  fubjeft  to  them,  fo  as  not  to  be  a  free  agent,  or  what  is  the 
fame  thing  in  effelb,  to  fuppofe  that  he  is  not  a  free  agent.  A  man  who  is  in 
that  ftate,  fhould  not  be  fuffered  te  live  -,  if  he  declares  he  cannot  help  afting 
in  a  particular  way,  but  is  irrefiftibly  impelled,  there  can  be  no  confidence 
in  him,  no  more  than  in  a  tyger.  But,  Sir,  no  man  believes  himfelf  to  be 
impelled  irrefiftibly;  we  know  that  he  who  fays  he  believes  it,  lies.  Fa- 
vourable impreflions  at  particular  moments,  as  to  the  ftate  of  our  fouls,  may 
be  deceitful  and  dangerous.  In  general  no  man  can  be  fure  of  his  acceptance 
with  God  j  fome,  indeed,  may  have  had  it  revealed  to  them.  St.  Paul,  who 
wrought  miracles,  may  have  had  a  miracle  wrought  on  himfelf,  and  may 
have  obtained  fupernatural  affurance  of  pardon,  and  mercy,  and  beatitude ; 
yet  St.  Paul,  though  he  exprefles  ftrong  hope,  alfo  expreffes  fear,  left  having  l 
preached  to  others,  he  himfelf  fhould  be  a  caft-away." 

The  opinion  of  a  learned  Bifhop  of  our  acquaintance,  as  to  there  being 
merit  in  religious  faith,  being  mentioned.  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  Sir,  the 
moft  licentious  man,  were  hell  open  before  him,  ifrould  not  take  the  moft 
beautiful  (trumpet  to  his  arms.  We  muft,  as  the  Apoftle  fays,  live  by  faith, 
not  by  fight." 

I  talked  to  him  of  original  fin 8,  in  confequence  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  of 
[  the  atonement  made  by  our  Saviour.     After  fome  converfation,  which  he 
defired  me  to  remember,  he  at  my  requeft  didtated  to  me  as  follows : 

cc  Wi  t  h  refpedt  to  original  fin,  the  inquiry  is  not  necefiary ;  for  whatever 
is  the  caufe  of  human  corruption,  men  are  evidently  and  confefledly  fo  cor- 
rupt, that  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth  are  infufficient  to  reftrain  them 
from  crimes. 

9  Dr.  Ogden,  in  his  fecond  fermon  "  On  the  Articles  of  the  Cbriftian  Faith/'  with  admirable 
acatenefs  thasttddrefles  the  oppofers  of  that  do&rine,  which  accounts  for  the  confufion,  fin,  and 
roifery,  which  we  find  in  this  life;  "  It  would  be  fevere  in  God,  you  think,  to  degrade  us  to 
fuch  a  fad  ftate  as  this,  for  the  offence  of  our  firft  parents ;  but  you  can  allow  him  to  place  us  in 
it,  without  any  inducement.  Are  our  calamities  leffened  for  not  being  afcribed  to  Adam?  If 
your  condition  be  unhappy,  is  it  not  ftill  unhappy,  whatever  was  the  occafion?  With  the 
aggravation  of  this  reflection,  that  if  it  was  as  good  as  it  was  at  firft  defigned,  there  feeras  to  be 
fomewhat  the  left  reafon  to  look  for  its  amendment." 

F  f  f  2  '*  Whatever 
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i78r.  «  Whatever  difficulty  there  may  be  in  the  conception  of  vicarious  puniifr- 

jEtatt  72!  m€nts>  lt  IS  an  opinion  which  has  had  pofleflion  of  mankind  in  all  ages. 
1  There  is  na  nation  that  has  not  ufed  the  pra&ice  of  facrifices.  Whoever, 
therefore,  denies  the  propriety  of  vicarious  punilhments,  holds  an  opinion 
which  the  fentiments  and  praftice  of  mankind  have  contradilted,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world.  The  great  faerifice  for  the  fins  of  mankind  was 
offered  at  the  death  of  the  Messiah,,  who  is  called  in  fcripture,  c  The  Lamb 
of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world.'  To  judge  of  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  the  fcheme  of  redemption,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  neceffary  to 
the  government  of  the  univerfe,  that  God  fhould  make  known  his  perpetual 
and  irreconcileable  detcftation  of  moral  evil.  He  might  indeed  punifh,.  and 
punifli  only  the  offenders :.  but  as  the  end  of  punifliment  is  not  revenge  of 
crimes,  but  propagation  of  virtue,  it  was  more  becoming  the  Divine 
clemency  to  find,  another  manner  of  proceeding,  Iefs  deftru&ive  to  man,  and 
at  leaft  equally  powerful  to  promote  goodnefs.  The  end  of  punifliment  is 
to  reclaim  and  warn-  That  punifliment  will  both  reclaim  and  warn,  which 
Ihews  evidendy  fuch  abhorrence  of  fin.  in  God,  as  may  deter  us  from  it,  or 
ftrike  us  with  dread  of  vengeance  when  we  have  committed  it.  This  is 
efiefted  by  vicarious  punifhment.  Nothing  could  more  teftify  the  oppofition 
between  the  nature  of  God  and  moral  evil,  or  more  amply  difplay  his  juftice, 
to  men  and  angels,  to  all  orders  and  fucceffions  of  beings,  than  that  it  was 
neceffary  for  the  higheft  and  pureft  nature,  even  for  Divinity  itfelf,.  to 
pacify  the  demands  of  vengeance,  by  a  painful  death ;  of  which  the  natural 
eflfeft  will  be,  that  when  juftice  is  appeafed,  there  is  a  proper  place  for  the 
exercife  of  mercy  ;,  and  that  fuch  propitiation  fhall  fupply,  in  fome  degree, 
the  imperfections  of  our  obedience,  and  the  inefficacy  of  our  repentance. 
For,  obedience  and  repentance,  fuch  as  we  can  perform,  are  (till  neceffary. 
Our  Saviour  has  told  us,  that  he  did  not  come  to  deftroy  the  law,  but  to 
fulfil :  to  fulfil  the  typical  law,  by  the  performance  of  what  thofe  types  had 
forefhewn;  and  the  moral  law,  by  precepts  of  greater  purity  and  Jiigher 
exaltation." 

[Here  he  faid,  "  God  blefs  you  with  it."  I  acknowledged  myfelf  much 
obliged  to  him ;  but  I  begged  that  he  would  go  on  as  to  the  propitiation 
being  the  chief  objett  of  our  moft  holy  faith.  He  then,  didtated  this  one 
other  paragraph.] 

"  The  peculiar  doftrine  of  Chriftianity  is,  that  of  an  univerfal  faerifice, 
and  perpetual  propitiation.  Other  prophets  only  proclaimed  the  will  and  the 
threatenings  of  God.     Christ  f^tisfied  his  juftice." 

The 
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The  Reverend  Mr.  Palmer,  Fellow  of  Queen's-College,  Cambridge,  dined      i7*r« 
with  us.     He  exprefled  a  wilh  that  a  better  provifion  were  made  for  pariih-  jE^fT^ 
$lerks.     Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  a  parilh-clerk  fhould  be  a  man  who  is  able 
to  make  a  will,  or  write  a  letter  for  any  body  in  the  parifh." 

I  mentioned  Lord  Monboddo's  notion  that  the  ancient  Egyptians,  with  att 
their  learning,  and  all  their  arts,  were  not  only  black,  but  woolly-haired, 
Mr.  Palmer  afked  how  did  it  appear  upon  examining  the  mummies  ?  Dr. 
Johnfon  approved  of  this  teft. 

Although  upon  moft  occafions  I  never  heard  a  more  ftrenuous  advocate 
for  the  advantages  of  wealth,  than  Dr.  Johnfon;  he  this  day,  I  know  not 
from  what  caprice,  took  the  other  fide.  cc  I  have  not  obferved  (faid  he)  that 
men  of  very  large  fortunes  enjoy  any  thing  extraordinary  that  makes  happinefs. 
What  has  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ?  What  has  the  Duke  of  Devonlhire  ?  The 
only  great  inftance  that  I  have  ever  known  of  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  was, 
that  of  Jamaica  Dawkins,  who  going  to  vifit  Palmyra,  and  hearing  that  the 
way  was  infefted  by  robbers,  hired  a  troop  of  Turkifh  horfe  to  guard  him." 

Dr.  Gibbons,  the  Difienting  minifter,  being  mentioned>  he  faid,  "  I  took 
to  Dr.  Gibbons/'  And  addrefling  himfelf  to  Mr.  Charles  Dilly,  added, 
u  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  him.  Tell  him,  if  he'll  call  on.  me,  and  dawdle  over 
a  difli  of  tea  in  an  afternoon,  I  fhall  take  it  kind." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Smith,  Vicar  of  Southill,  a  very  refpe&able  man,  with 
a  very  agreeable  family,  fent  an  invitation  to  us  to  drink  tea.  I  remarked  Dr. 
Johnfon's  very  formal  politenefs.  Though  always  fond  of  changing  the  fcene, 
he  faid,  "  We  muft  have  Mr.  Dilly's  leave.  We  cannot  go  from  your  houfc, 
Sir,  without  your  permiffion."  We  all  went,  and  were  well  fatisfied  with  our 
vifit.  I  however  remember  nothing  particular,  except  a  nice  diftinftion  which 
Dr.  Johnfon  made  with  refpedt  to  the  power  of  memory,  maintaining  that 
forgetfulnefs  was  a  man's  own  fault,  cc  To  reiriember  and  to  recolledt  (laid 
he)  are  different  things.  A  man  has  not  the  power  to  recolleft  what  is  not 
in  his  mind;  but  when  a  thing  is  in  his  mind  he  may  remember  it."  The 
remark  was  occafioned  by  my  leaning  back  on  a  chair,  which  a  little  before 
I  had  perceived  to  be  broken,  and  pleading  forgetfulnefs  as  an  excufc.  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  its  being  broken  was  certainly  in  your  mind." 

When  I  obferved  that  a  houfebreaker  was  in  general  very  timorous. 
Johnson.  "  No  wonder,  Sir;  he  is  afraid  of  being  ftiot  getting  into  a 
houfe,  or  hanged  when  he  has  got  out  of  it." 

He  told  us,    that  he  had  in  one  day  written  fix  fheets  of  a  tranflatibn 

from  the  French;  adding,  "  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  it  now.    I  wifh  that  I 

had. 
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had  copies  of  all  the  pamphlets  written  againft  me,  as  it  is  faid  Pope  had. 
Had  I  known  that  I  fhould  make  fo  much  noife  in  the  world,  I  fhould  have 
been  at  pains  to  colled:  them.  I  believe  there  is  hardly  a  day  in  which  there 
is  not  fomething  about  me  in  the  news-papers." 

On  Monday,  June  4,  we  all  went  to  Luton-Hoe,  to  fee  Lord  Bute's  mag- 
nificent feat,  for  which  I  had  obtained  a  ticket.  As  we  entered  the  park,  I 
talked  in  a  high  ftyle  of*  my  old  friendfhip  with  Lord  M ountftuart,  and  faid, 
<c  I  fhall  probably  be  much  at  this  place."  The  Sage,  aware  of  human 
viciffitudes,  gently  checked  me:  cc  Don't  you  be  too  fure  of  that."  He 
made  two  or  three  peculiar  obfervations ;  as  when  fhewn  the  botanical  garden, 
**  Is  not  every  garden  a  botanical  garden  ?"  When  told  that  there  was  a 
fhrubbery  to  the  extent  of  feveral  miles ;  €€  That  is  making  a  very  foolifh 
ufe  of  the  ground ;  a  little  of  it  is  very  well."  When  it  was  propofed  that 
we  fhould  walk  on  the  pleafure-groundj  Cf  Don't  let  us  fatigue  ourfelves. 
Why  fhould  we  walk  there  ?  Here's  a  fine  tree,  let's  get  to  the  top  of  it." 
But  upon  the  whole,  he  was  very  much  pleafed.  He  faid,  €C  This  is  one  of 
the  places  I  do  not  regret  having  come  to  fee.  It  is  a  very  ftately  place, 
indeed ;  in  the  houfe  magnificence  is  not  facrificed  to  convenience,  nor  con- 
venience to  magnificence.  The  library  is  very  fplendidj  the  dignity  of  the 
rooms  is  very  great  j  and  the  quantity  of  piftures  is  beyond  expectation, 
beyond  hope. 

It  happened  without  any  previous  concert,  that  we  vifited  the  feat  of  Lord 
3ute  upon  the  King's  birth-day j  we  dined  and  drank  his  Majefty's  health  at 
an  inn,  in  the  village  of  Luton. 

In  the  evening  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his  promife  to*  favour  me  with  a  copy 
of  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chefterficld  9,  and  he  was  at  laft  pleafed 
to  comply  with  this  earneft  requeft,  by  diftaring  it  to  me  from  his  memory  5 
for  he  believed  that  he  himfelf  had  no  copy.  There  was  an  animated  glow  in 
his  countenance  while  he  thus  recalled  his  high-minded  indignation. 

He  Jaughed  heartily  at  a  ludicrous  aftion  in  the  Court  of  Seffion,  in 
which  I  was  Counfel.  The  Society  of  Procurators,  or  Attornies,  entitled 
to  praftife  in  the  inferiour  Courts  at  Edinburgh,  had  obtained  a  royal  charter, 
in  which  they  had  tak^n  care  to  have  their  ancient  defignation  of  Procurators, 
changed  into  that  of  Solicitors,  from  a  notion,  as  they  fuppofed,  that  it  was 
more  genteel ;  and  this  new  title  they  difplayed  by  a  publick  advertifement 
for  a  General  Meeting  at  their  Hall. 

*  See  page  141  of  Vol,  I. 

It 
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It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Scottifh  nation  is  not  diftinguifhed  for  humour;      J78r- 
and,  indeed,  what  happened  on  this  occafion  may  in  fome  degree  juftify  the  jfaunu 
remark :  for  although  this  fociety  had  contrived  to  make  themfelves  a  very 
prominent  objeft  for  the  ridicule  of  fuch  as  might  ftoop  to  it,  the  only  joke 
that  appeared  was  the  following  paragraph,  fent  as  a  card  to  the  news-paper 
called  <c  The  Caledonian  Mercury :" 

<c  A  correfpondent  informs  us,  that  the  Worihipfiil  Society  of  Chaldeans* 

CadieSy  or  Running  Stationers  of  this  city,    are  refolved,    in  imitation,    and 

encouraged  by  the  Angular  fuccefs  of  their  brethren,  of  an  equally  reJpeBable 

Society,  to  apply  for  a  Charter  of  their  Privileges,  particularly  of  the  fole 

privilege  of  procuring,  in  the  mod  extenfive  fcnfe  of  the  word,  exclufive 

of  chairmen,  porters,  penny-poft  men,  and-other/jj^rrwr.ranks;  their  hrethcren 

the  R — y — l  S — ll — rs,  alias  P— c — rs,  before  the  inferiour  Courts  of 
this  City,  always  excepted. 

u  Should  the  Worfhipful  Society  be  fuccefsful,  they  are  farther  refolved 
not  to  be  puffed  up  thereby,  but  to  demean  themfelves  with  more  equanimity 
and  decency  than  their  R-y-l,  learned,  and  very  modeft  brethren  above  men- 
tioned have  done,  upon  their  late  dignification  and  exaltation/* 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Society  profecuted  Mr.  Roberribn^ 
the  publifher  of  the  paper,  for  damages *  and  the  firft  judgement  of  the  whole 
Court  very  wifely  difmiffed  the  adtion,  Solvuntur  rifu  tabula,  tu  mijfus  otitis* 
But  a  new  trial  or  review  was  granted  upon  a  petition,  according  to  the 
forms  in  Scodand.  This  petition  I  was  engaged  to  anfwer,  and  Dr.  Johnfon* 
with  great  alacrity  furnifhed  to-night  what  follows : 

"  All  injury  is  either  of  the  perfon,  the  fortune,  or  the  fame.  Now,  it 
is  a  certain  thing,  it  is  proverbially  known,  that  ajefi  breaks  no  bones.  They 
never  have  gained  half-a-crown  lefs.  in  the  whole  profeffion  fince  this  mis- 
chievous paragraph  has  appeared :  and,  as  to  their  reputation,  What  is  their 
reputation  but  an  inftrument  of  getting  money  ?  If,  therefore,  they  have  loft 
no  money,  the  queftion  upon  reputation  may  be  anfwered  by  a  very  old 
polition,  De  minimis  non  curat  Prator. 

"  Whether  there  was,  or  was  not,  an  animus  injuriandi,  is  not  worth 
inquiring,  if  no  injuria  can  be  proved.  But  the  truth  is,  there  was  no  animus 
injuriandi.  It  was  only  an  animus  irritandi ',  which,  happening  to  be  exercifed 
upon  a  genus  irritable,  produced  unexpe&ed  violence  of  refentment.     Their 

1  Mr.  Robertfon  altered  this  word  tojoceud,  he  having  found  in  Bbckftene  that  to  irritate  k 
fcftionablc. 

irritability 
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i78l«  irritability  arofe  only  from  an  opinion  of  their  own  importance,  and  their 
&X2LUJ2.  flight  in  their  new  exaltation.  What  might  have  been  borne  by  a  Procurator 
could  not  be  borne  by  a  Solicitor.  Your  Lordftiips  well  know,  that  bonoret 
mutant  mores.  Titles  and  dignities  play  itrongly  upon  the  fancy.  As  a  mad- 
man is  apt  to  think  himfelf  grown  fuddenly  great ;  fo  he  that  grows  fuddenly 
great  is  apt  to  borrow  a  little  from  the  mad-man.  To  co-operate  with 
their  refentment  would  be  to  promote  their  phrenzy;  nor  is  it  poffible  to 
guefs  to  what  they  might  proceed,  if  to  the  new  tide  of  Solicitor,  fhould  be 
added  the  elation  of  viftory  and  triumph. 

"We  eonfider  your  Lordftiips  as  the  protestors  of  our  rights,  and  the 
guardians  of  our  virtues ;  but  believe  it  not  included  in  your  high  office, 
that  you  fhould  flatter  our  vices,  or  folace  our  vanity :  and,  as  vanity  only 
diftates  this  profecution,  it  is  humbly  hoped  your  Lordftiips  will  difmifs  it. 

"  If  every  attempt,  however  light  or  ludicrous,  to  leflen  another's  reputa- 
tion, is  to  be  punifhed  by  a  judicial  fentence,  what  punilhment  can  be 
fufficiently  fcvere  for  him  who  attempts  to  diminifh  the  reputation  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Juftice,  by  reclaiming  upon  a  caufe  already  determined, 
without  any  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  queftion  ?  Does  it  not  imply  hopes 
that  the  Judges  will  change  their  opinion  ?  Is  not  uncertainty  and  inconftancy 
in  the  higheft  degree  difreputable  to  a  Court  ?  Does  it  not  fuppofe,  that  the 
former  judgement  was  temerarious  or  negligent  ?  Does  it  not  leffen  the  con- 
fidence of  the  publick  ?  Will  it  not  be  faid,  that  jus  eft  aut  incognitum,  aut 
vagum?  and  will  not  the  confequence  be  drawn,  miferp  eft  Jervitus?  Will 
not  the  rules  of  adtion  be  obfeure  ?  Will  not  he  who  knows  himfelf  wrong 
to-day,  hope  that  the  Courts  of  Juftice  will  think  him  right  to-morrow  ? 
Surely,  my  Lords,  thefe  are  attempts  of  dangerous  tendency,  which  the 
Solicitors,  as  men  verfed  in  the  law,  fhould  have  forefecn  and  avoided.  It 
was  natural  for  an  ignorant  printer  to  appeal  from  the  Lord  Ordinary ;  but 
from  lawyers,  the  dependents  of  lawyers,  who  have  pra&ifed  for  three  hundred 
years,  and  have  now  raifed  themfelves  to  a  higher  denomination,  it  might  be 
cxpefted,  that  they  fhould  know  the  reverence  due  to  a  judicial  determina- 
tion \  and,  having  been  once  difmifled,  fhould  fit  down  in  filence." 

I  am  afhamed  to  mention,  that  the  Court,  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  with- 
out having  a  fingle  additional  circumftance  before  them,  reverfed  their  own 
judgement,  made  a  ferious  matter  of  this  dull  and  foolifli  joke,  and  adjudged 
Mr.  Robertfon  to  pay  to  the  Society  five  pounds  (fterling  money)  and  cofb 
pf  fiat.    The  decifion  will  feem  ftrange  to  Englifh  lawyers. 

3  Oa 
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On  Tuefday,  June  5,  Johnfon  was  to  return  to  London.  He  was  very  i78r« 
pleafant  at  breakfaft;  I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine  having  refolved  never  to  jEtat.  72. 
marry  a  pretty  woman.  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  it  is  a  very  foolilh  refolution  to 
refolve  not  to  marry  a  pretty  woman.  Beauty  is  of  irfelf  very  eftimable. 
No,  Sir,  I  would  prefer  a  pretty  woman,  unlefs  there  are  objections  to  her. 
A  pretty  woman  may  be  foolifli ;  a  pretty  woman  may  be  wicked ;  a  pretty 
woman  may  not  like  me.  But  there  is  no  fiich  danger  in  marrying  a  pretty 
woman  as  is  apprehended  5  (he  will  not  be  perfecuted  if  Ihe  does  not  invite 
perforation.  A  pretty  woman,  if  fhe  has  a  mind  to  be  wicked,  can  find 
a  readier  way  than  another  5  and  that  is  all." 

I  accompanied  him  in  Mr.  Dilly's  chaife  to  Shefford,  where  talking  of 
Lord  Bute's  never  going  to  Scotland,  he  faid,  cc  As  an  Englifliman,  I  fhould 
wifh  all  the  Scotch  gentlemen  to  be  educated  in  England ;  Scotland  would 
become  a  province  *  they  would  Ipend  all  their  rents  in  England."  This  is 
a  fubjeft  of  much  confequcnce,  and  much  delicacy.  The  advantage  of  an 
Englilh  education  is  unquefHonably  very  great  to  Scotch  gendemen  of  talents 
and  ambition  i  and  regular  vifits,  and  I  fhould  think  other  means,  might 
be  effectually  ufed  to  prevent  them  from  being  totally  eftranged  from  their 
native  country,  any  more  than  a  Cumberland  or  Northumberland  gentleman, 
who  has  been  educated  in  the  South  of  England.  I  otai,  indeed,  that  it  is 
no  fmall  misfortune  for  Scotch  gentlemen,  who  have  neither  talents  nor 
ambition,  to  be  educated  in  England,  where  they  may  be  perhaps  diftin- 
guifhed  only  by  a  nick-name,  lavifh  "their  fortune  in  giving  expenfive  enter- 
tainments to  thofe  who  laugh  at  them,  and  faunter  about  as  mere  idlfr 
infignificant  hangers  on  even  upon  the  foolifh  great  j  when  if  they  had  been 
judicioufly  brought  up  at  home,  they  might  have  been  comfortable  and 
creditable  members  of  fociety. 

At  Shefford,  I  had  another  affectionate  parting  from  my  revered  friend, 
who  was  taken  up  by  the  Bedford  coach,  and  carried  to  the  metropolis.  I 
went  with  Meflieurs  Dilly,  to  fee  fome  friends  at  Bedford;  dined  with  the 
officers  of  the  militia  of  the  county,  and  next  day  proceeded  on  my  journey. 

2a  Bennet  Lancton,  Eft. 

u  Dear  Sir, 

"  HOY?*  welcome  your  account  of  yourfelf  and  your  invitation  to 

your  new  houfe  was  to  me,  I  need  not  tell  you,  who  confider-our  friendfhip 

not  only  as  formed  by  choice,  but  as  matured  by  time.    We  have  been  now 

Vol.  IL  Ggg  long 
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long  enough  acquainted  to  have  many  images  in  common ;  and,  therefore, 
itar[~727  H>  have  a  fource  of  converfation  which  neither  the  learning  nor  the  wit  of  * 
new  companion  can  fupply. 

"  My  Lives  are  now  publifhed ;  and  if  you  will  tell  me  whither  I  fliall 
fend  them  that  they  may  come  to  you,  I  will  take  care  that  you  (hall  not  be 
without  them. 

c<  You  will,  perhaps,  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Mrs.  Thrale  is  diflncumbred 
of  her  brewhoufe ;  and  that  it  feemed  to  the  purchafer  fo  far  from  an  evil,, 
that  he  was  content  to  give  for  it  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds. 
Is  the  nation  ruined  ? 

"  Pleafe  to  make  my  relpeftfbl  compliments  to  Lady  Rothes,  and  keep 
me  in  the  memory  of  all  the  little  dear  family,  particularly  pretty  Mrs.  Jane* 
I  am,  Sir, 

cc  Your  affe&ionate  humble  fervant, 

«  Bolt-court, June  16,  1781.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

T'o  Thomas  Astle,   Efq. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  am  afhamed  that  you  have  been  forced  to  call  fo  often  for  your 
books,  but  it  has  been  by  no  fault  on  either  fide.  They  have  never  been 
out  of  my  hands,  nor  have  I  ever  been  at  home  without  feeing  you ;  for  to 
fee  a  man  fo  fkilful  in  the  antiquities  of  my  country,  is  an  opportunity  of 
improvement  not  willingly  to  be  miffed, 

t  "  Your  notes  on  Alfred  *  appear  to  me  very  judicious  and  accurate,  but 
they  are  too  few.  Many  things  familiar  to  you  are  unknown  tome,  and  to 
moft  others ;  and  you  mud  not  think  too  favourably  of  your  readers :  by 
fuppofing  them  knowing,  you  will  leave  them  ignorant.  Meafure  of  land, 
and  value  of  money,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  ftate  with  care*  Had  the 
Saxons  any  gold  coin  ? 

"  I  have  much  curiofily  after  the  manners  and  tranla&ions  of  the  middle 
ages,  but  have  wanted  either  diligence  or  opportunity  in  both.  You,  Sir, 
have  great  opportunities,  and  I  wifh  you  both  diligence  and  fuccefs. 

4C  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
"  July  17*  i78x-  Sam.  Johnson."- 

*  The  Will  of  King  Alfred,  alluded  to  in  this  letter,  is  now  printing  from  the  original  Saxon, 
in  the  library  of  Mr.  Aftle,  at  the  expence  of  the  Univcrfi ty  of  Oxford.  It  is  not  to  be  fold, 
bat  is  to  be  diftribattd  in  pre/eots* 

3  The- 
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The  following  curious  anecdote  I  infert  in  Dr.  Burney's  own  words.  Cf  Dr. 
Burney  related  to  Dr.  Johnfon  the  partiality  which  his  writings  had  excited  in 
a  friend  of  Dr.  Burney's,  the  late  Mr.  Bewley,  well  known  in  Norfolk  by  the 
name  of  the  Pbilofapber  of  Maffingbam  j  who,  from  the  Ramblers  and  Plan  of 
his  Di&ionary,  and  long  before  the  authour's  fame  was  eftablifhed  by  the 
Diftionary  itfel£  or  any  other  work,  had  conceived  fuch  a  reverence  for  him, 
that  he  urgently  begged  Dr.  Burney  to  give  him  the  cover  of  the  firft  letter  he 
had  received  from  him,  as  a  relick  of  fo  eftimable  a  writer.  This  was  m 
1755.  In  1760,  when  Dr.  Burney  vifited  Dn  Johnfon  at  the  Temple  ht 
London,  where  he  had  then  Chambers,  he  happened  to  arrive  there  before 
he  was  up ;  and  being  fhewn  into  the  room  where  he  was  to  breakfaft,  find- 
ing himfelf  alone,  he  examined  the  contents  of  the  apartment,  to  try 
whether  he  could  undMcovered  fteal  any  thing  to  fend  to  his  friend  Bewley, 
as  another  relick  of  the  admirable  Dr.  Johnfon.  But  finding  nothing  better 
to  his  purpofe,  he  cut  fome  briftles  off  his  hearth-broom,  and  inclofed  them 
in  a  letter  to  his  country  enthufiaft,  who  received  them  with  due  reverence.' 
The  Do&or  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  honour  done  him  by  a  man  of  genius  and 
icience,  to  whom  he  was  an  utter  ftranger,  that  he  faid  to  Dr.  Burney,  *  Sir, 
there  is  no  man  pofiefied  of  the  fmalleft  portion  of  xnodefty,  but  muft  be 
flattered  with  the  admiration  of  fuch  a  mam  I'll  give  him  a  fet  of  my  Lives, 
if  he  will  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  of  them.*  In  this  he  kept  his  wo?d  ;< 
and  Dr.  Burney  had  not  only,  the  pleafure  of~  gratifying  his  friend  with  a 
prefent  more  worthy  of  his  acceptance  than  the  fegment  from  die  hearth- 
broom,  but  foon  after  of  introducing  him  to  Dr.  Johnfon  himfelf  in  Bolt- 
court,  with  whom  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  converting  a  confiderabie  time, 
not  a  fortnight  before  his  death;  which  happened  in  St.  MarttnVftreet,4 
during  his  vifit  to  Dr.  Burney,  in  the  houfe  where  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
had  lived  and  died  before." 

In  one  of  his  little  memorandum-books  is  the  following  minute : 

<€  Augufl:  9,  3  p.  m.  aetat.  72,  in  the  furamer-houfe  at  Streatham. 

u  After  innumerable  refolutions  formed  and  neglected,  I  have  retired 
hither,  to  plan  a  life  of  greater  diligence,  in  hope  that  I  may  yet  be  ufeful, 
and  be  daily  better  prepared  to  appear  before  my  Creator  and  my  Judge, 
from  whofc  infinite  mercy  I  humbly  call  for  afliftance  and  fupport 

"  My  purpofe  is, 

**  To  pafs  eight  hours  every  day  in  fome  ferious  employment. 

cc  Having  prayed,  I  purpofe  to  employ  the  next  fix  weeks  upon  the1 
Italian  language,  for  my  fetded  ftudy." 

G  g  g  2  How 
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How  venerably  pious  does  he  appear  in  theft  moments  of  folitude,  and1 
how  fpirited  are  his  refolutions  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind,  even  in, 
elegant  literature  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  life*  and  when  afflifted  with 
many  complaints. 

In  autumn  he  went  to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  Lichfield,  and  Aflibourne, 
for  which  very  good  reafons  might  be  given,  in  the  conjectural  yet  pofitive 
manner  of  writers,  who  are  proud  to  account  for  every  event  which  they 
jrel*te.  He  himfelf  however  fays,  cc  The  motives  of  my  journey  I  hardly: 
know*  I  omitted  it  laft  year,  and  am  not  willing  to  mils  it  again5/'  But 
fome  good  confiderations  arife,  amongft  which  is  the  kindly  recolle&ion  of 
Mr.  He&or,  furgeon,  at  Birmingham.  "  He&or  is  likewife  an  old  friend,, 
the  only  companion  of  my  childhood  that  paffed  through  the  fchool  with  me. 
We  have  always  loved  one  another  i  perhaps  we  may  be  made  better  by 
fome  ferious  conversation,  of  which  however  I  have  no.  diftinft  hope." 

He  fays  too,  "  At  Lichfield,  ray  native  place,  v  I  hope  to  Ibcw  a-,  good 
example  by  frequent  attendance  on  publick  worfhip." 

My  correfpondence  with  him  during  the  reft  of  this  year  was  I  know  not- 
why  very  fcanty,  and  all  on.  my  fide..  I  wrote  him  one.  letter  to  introduce: 
Mr.  Sinclair  (now  Sir  John)  the  member  for  Caithnefs,  to  his  acquaintance^ 
and  informed  him:  in  another,  that  my  wife,  had  again  been  affe&ed  witk 
alarming  fymptoms  of  illnefi. 

,78z«  In  1782,  his  complaints  increafed,  and  the  hiftoryof  his  lift  for  this  year,, 
is  little  more  than  a  mournful  recital  of  the  variations  of  his  illnels,  in  the 
midft  of  which,  however,  it  will  appear  from  hi*  letters,  that  the  powers  of. 
iis  mind. were  in  no  degree  impaired.. 

2&  James  Foswsll,  Efy\ 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  s  i  t  down  to  anfwer  your  letter.on  the  fame  day  in  which  I  received" 
k,  ancj  am  pleafed  that  my  firft  letter  of  the  year  is  to  you.     No  man  ought 
to  be  at  eafc  while  he  knows  himfelf  in  the  wrong;   and  I  have  not  fatisfied. 
myfelf  with  my  long  filence.    The  letter  relating  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  .however, 
was,  I  believe,  never  brought.. 

«  My  health  has  been  tottering  this  laft  year  *  and  I  can  give  no  very 
laudable  account  of  my  time.    I. am  always  hoping  to  do  better  than  I  haye. 
ever  hitherto  done.. 

*  Praycrj  and  Meditations*  p>  201. 

u  my 
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*  My  journey  to  Afhbournc  and  Staffbrdfhire  was  not  plcafant  j  for  what     »7*«- 
enjoyment  has  a  lick  man  vifiting  the  fick  ?    Shall  wc  ever  have  another  £^T^0 
frolick.like  our  journey  to  the  Hebrides  ? 

"  I  hope  that  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell  will  liirmount  her  complaints  $  in  lofing 
her  you  would  lofe  your  anchor,  and  be  toft,  without  liability,  by  the  waves 
of  life  4.     I  wilh  both  her  and  you  very  many  years,  and  very  happy. 

cc  For  fome  months  paff  I  have  been  {6  withdrawn  from  die  world,  that  I 
can  fend  you  nothing  particular.    All  your  friends,  however,  are  well,  and- 
will  be  glad  of  your  return  to  London.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

*  Yours  molt  affectionately, 

«  Janoaiyj,  ljti.  SkiM.  JblTNfffrir."' 

At  a  time  when  he  was  lefs  able  than  he  had  once  been  to  fuftain  a  (hock,, 
Ue  was  luddenly  deprived  of  Mr.  Levett*  which  he  thus  communicated  to- 
Dr.  Lawrence; 

"  Sir, 

"  OUR  old  friend,  Mr.  Levett,  who  was laflhiight  eminently  cheerful,* 
died  tins  morning.  The*  man  who  lay  in  the  fame  rooms  hearing  an  un- 
common noife,  got  up  and  tried  to  make  him  lpeak, .  but  without  effect  - 
He  then  called  Mr.  Holder,  the  apothecary,  who  though  when  hie  came  he 
thought  him  dead,  opened  a  vein,  but  could  draw  no  blood.  So  has  ended* 
the  long  life  of  a  Yery  ufefiil  and  very  blamelels  man.    I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  moll  humble  fervant, 

"  Jan.  17*  17***  Sam.  JOHNSON;" 

« 

In  one  of  his  memorandum-books-  in  my  ppffeffion,  is  the  following  entry: - 
u  January  ao,  Sunday.  Robert  Levett  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of 
Bridewell,  between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon.  He  died  on  Thuriday  17,  > 
about  feven  in  the*  morning,  by  an  inftantaneous  death.  He  was  an  old  and  1 
faithful  friend;  I  have  known  him  from  about  46.  Cmmenjari.  May/ 
God  have  mercy  on  him.     May  he  have  mercy  on  me." 

Such  was  Johnfon's  affectionate  regard  for  Levett ',  that  he  honoured  his  > 
memory  with.  the.  following  ,verfes : . 

4  The  troth  of  this  has  been  proied  by  fad  experience. 

9  See  an  account  of  Jum  in  "  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  Fcb«  1785. 
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"  CONDEMN' D  to  Hope's  delufive  mine, 

cc  As  on  we  toil  from  day  to  day, 
"  By  fudden  blaft  or  flow  decline, 

cc  Our  focial  comforts  drop  away, 

•cc  Well  try'd  through  many  a  varying  year, 
Cf  See  Levett  to. the  grave  defcend  •, 

"  Officious,  innocent,  fincere, ! 

cc  Of  cv9ry  friendlefs  name  the  friend. 

"  Yet.  ftili  he  Mis  Affedtion's  eye, 

cc  Obfcurely  wife  and  coarfely  kind  s 
"  Nor,'  tettdr'd  arrogance  \  deny 

cc  The  praife  to  merit  unrdfiu'd. 


"  When  fainting  Nature  call'd  for  aid, 
t€  And  hov'ring  Death  prepar'd  the  blow, 

%<  His  vigorouc  remedy  djfpky 'd  ■    • 
<c  The  jK)w'^  of  ait  'Without  tbf  ibow. 

xc  In  Mifery's  <darkeft  caverns  known, - 
.      cc  His  *eady  help  was  ever  nigh,    ' 
n  "Where  hopelefs  Anguith  pours  his  groan, 
rr  Arid tanfely  Want  retired  to' die'1. 

•a  No  fummons  mock'd  by  chill  delay, 
cc  No  petty  gains  difdain'd  by  pride  s 
*l  The  modeft  wants  of  ev*ry  day 
'  tt  Theeottof^ry-dayfopplyy. 


i. 


»* 


"  His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  rounds  .      .  ,      . 

"  Nor  made  a  paufe  iior  left  a  void  ; 
<f  And  fore  th'  Eternal  Mailer  found 
.cc  His  Single  t^leat  w?M  empJoy'd, 

*  In  both  editions  of  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  "letter'd  Ignorance"  is 
printed. 

1  Johnfon  repeated  this  line  to  me  thus : 

"  And  Labour  Reals  an  hour  to  die." 
But  he.  afterwards  altered  it  to  the  prefent  reading. 

«  The 
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*  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 
cc  Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by  5 

*  His  frame  was  firm,  his  powers  were  bright, 
C€  Though  now  his  eightieth  year  was  nigh. 

cc  Then,  with  no  throbs  of  fiery  pain, 

"  No  cold  gradations  of  decay, 
"  Death  broke  at  once  the  vital  chiirt, 

"  And  freed  his  foul  the  neareft  way/* 

In  one  of  his  regifters  of  this  year,   there  occurs  the  following- curious 
paflage :   "  Jan.  ao.   The  miniftry  is  diffolved.     I  prayed  with  Francis,  and: 

9 

gave  thanks V*  It  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  diicuOion,  whether  there  are  two 
diftinft  particulars,  mentioned  here,  or  that  we  are  to  underftand  the  giving 
of  thanks,  to  be  in  confequence  of  the  diffolution  of  the  miniftry.  In  fupport 
of  the  laft  of  thefe  conjeftures,  may  be  urged  his  mean  opinion  of  that 
miniftry,  which  has  frequently  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  >  and  it  is 
ftrongly  .confirmed  by  what  he  faid  on  the  fubjedt  to  Mr.  Seward  :^— "  I.  am  glad 
the  miniftry  is  removed.  Such  a  bunch  of  imbecility  never  di(gracea  &  country. 
If  they  (ent  a  rrieflenger  into  the  City  to  take  up  a  printer,,  the  meflenger 
-was  taken  up'inftead  of  die  printer,  and  committed  by  the  fitting  Alderman  .* 
If  they  fent  one  army  to  the  relief  of  another,  the  firft  army  was  defeated  and 
taken  before  the  fecond  arrived.  I  will  not  fay  that  what  they  did  was  always 
wrong  i  but  it  was  always  done  at  a  wrong  time/'  . .  , 

Ta  Mrs;  Straha.n.;  ' 

"  De ah  Madam,  ..       . 

<c  Mrs.  Williams  (hewed  me  your  kind  letter.  This  little  habi- 
tation |s  now  but  a  melancholy  place,  clouded  with  the  gloom  of  difeafc 
and  .death.  ,  Of  the  four;  inmates,  one  has  been  fuddenly  fnatched  away; 
two  are'  oppreffed  by  v£ry  affii&ive  and  dangerous  iBncfi ;  •  and  I  tried  yeflier- 
day  to  gain  fome  relief  by  a  third  bleeding,  from  a  diforder  which -has.  for. 
fome  time  diftreffed  me,  and  I  think  myfelf  to-day  much  better. 

"  I  am  glad,  dear  Madam,  to  hear  that  you  are  fo  far  recovered ,4s, fo 
go  to  Bath,  Let  me  once  rp^re  eqtre^t  you  *o  ftay  Hn'ybur  heiutlj  is  not 
ohfyro!)tdflied!  but  confirmed."  ^6ur  fortune  is  fiich  as'  tnat.no  moderate- 

.      .:'.).-...'  '  •'   >  ■:.....  •    f    4     •  ••     • 

9 

'  >'ftayfcrsimd  Meditatttms;  p.  z6^\\-     -*■-----♦ 

r  t-  .»  expence 
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17S*     expence  deferves  your  care;  and  you  have  a  hu/band  who,  I  believe,  does 
j^T   '  not  regard  it.     Stay,  therefore  till  you  are  quite  well    I  am,  for  my  part, 
very  much  deferted  5  but  complaint  is  ufelefs.     I  hope  Go*  will  blefe  you, 
and  I  defire  you  to  form  the  lame  wifhfor  me.    I  am,  dear  Madam, 

£€  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
"•Feb.  4,  178*.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Slo  Edmond  Maioni,  Efq. 

-«  Sir, 

"  I  have  for  many  weeks  been  fo  much  out  of  order,  that  I  have 

gone  out  only  in  a  coach  to  Mrs.  Thrale's,  where  I  can  ufe  all  the  freedom 
that  ficknefs  requires.  Do  not,  therefore,  take  it  amifs,  that  I  am  not  with 
you  and  Dr.  Farmer.    I  hope  hereafter  to  fee  you  often.    I  am,  Sir, 

u  Your  moft  humhle  fervant, 
«  Feb. -27,  1782.  x  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

7i  the  Jatne. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  h  0  p  e  1  grow  better,  and  fhall  foon  be  able  to  enjoy  the  kindnefi 
<of  my  friends.    I  think  this  wild  adherence  to  Chatterton  more  unaccount- 
able than  the  obftinate  defence  of  Offian.    In  Oflian  there  is  a  national  pride, 
which  may  be  forgiven,  though  it  cannot  be  applauded.  In  Chatterton  there  is 
nothing  bait  Jthe  refolution  to  fay  again  what  has  once  been  faid.    I  am,  Sir, 

«  Your  humble  fervant, 

"March  2,  178a.  SAM,  JOHNSON." 

Thefe  lhbrt  letters  (hew  the  regard  which  Dr.  Johnfon  entertained  for  Mr. 
Malone,  who  the  more  he  is  known  is  the  more  highly  yalued.  It  is  much  to 
be  regeetted  that  Johnfon  was  prevented  from  Jharing  the  elegant  hospitality  of 
that  gendemaa's  table,  at  which  he  would  in  every  relpeft  have  been  fully- 
gratified.  Mr.  Malone,  who  has  fo  ably  fucceeded  him  as  an  Editor  of 
Shakfpeare,  has,  in  his  Preface,  done  great  and  juft  honour  to  Johnfon's 
memory. 

¥0  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield, 
"  Dear  Madam, 

"  I  went  away  from  Lichfield  ill,  and  have  had  a  troublefome  time 

with  my  breath;  for  fome  weeks  I  have  been  difordered  by  a  cold,  of  which 

could  not  get  the  violence  abated,  till  I  had  been  let  blood  three  times.    I 

4  have 


THE    LIFE    OK    Dfc.    JOHNSON. 

« 

Hare  not,  however,  been  fd  bad  but  that  I  could  have  written,  and  I  am  forry 
that  I  rtegle&ed  it. 

"  My  dwelling  is  but  melancholy,  both  Williams,  and  Defmoulins,  and 
myfelf  are  very  ficklyj  Frank  is  not  well;  and  poor  Levett  died  in  his  bed 
the  other  day,  by  a  fudden  ftroke ;  I  fuppofe  not  one  minute  palled  between 
health  and  death ;  fo  uncertain  are  human  things. 

a  Such  is  the  appearance  of  the  world  about  me ;  I  hope  your  fcenes  are 
more  cheerful.  But  Whatever  befals  us,  though  it  is  wife  to  be  ferious,  it  is 
ufelefs  and  foolifli,  and  perhaps  finful  to  be  gloomy.  Let  us,  therefore,  keep 
ourfelves  as  eafy  as  we  can ;  though  the  lofs  of  friends  will  be  felt,  and  poor 
Levett  had  been  a  faithful  adherent  for  thirty  years. 

<c  Forgive  me,  my  dear  love,  the  omiflion  of  writing ;  I  hope  to  mend  that 
and  my  other  faults.    Let  me  have  your  prayers. 

<c  Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mils  Adey,  and  Mr.  Pearfon, 
and  the  whole  company  of  my  friends.    I  am,  my  dear, 

<c  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  London,  March  2,  1782.  SaM.  JOHNSON." 

f*  the  Jam. 

a  Dear  Madam, 

"  MY  lad  was  but  a  dull  letter,  and  I  know  not  that  this  will  be 
much  more  chearful;  I  am  however  willing  to  write,  becaufe  you  are  defirous 
to  hear  from  me. 

-  <<  My  diforder  has  now  begun  its  ninth  week,'  for  it  is  not  yet  over.  I 
was  laft  Thurfday  blooded  for  the  fourth  time,  and  have  fince  found  myfelf 
much  relieved,  but  I  am  very  tender  and  cafily  hurt;  fo  that  fince  we  parted 
I  have  had  litde  comfort,  but  I  hope  that  the  fpring  will  recover  me ;  and 
that  in  the  fummer  I  fhall  fee  Lichfield  again,  for  I  will  not  delay  my  vifit 
another  year  to  the  end  of  autumn. 

"  I  have,  by  advenifing,  found  poor  Mr.  Levett'a  brothers  in  Yorklhire, 
who  will  t*ke  the  little  that  he  has  left;  it  is  but  little,  yet  it  will  be  welcome, 
for  I  believe  they  are  of  very  low  condition. 

«  To  be  fick,  and  to  fee  nothing  but  ficknefs  and  death,  is  but  a  gloomy 

ftate,  but  I  hope  better  times,  even  in  this  world  will  come,  and  whatever 

this  world  may  with-hold  or  give,  we  fhall  be  happy  in  a  better  ftate.  Pray  for 

me,  my  dear  Lucy.  , 

Vol;  II.  H  h  h  «  Make 
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1782.         «  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs,  Cobb,  and  Mifs  Adey,  and  my  old 
iEtau  73!  friend,  Hetty  Bailey,  and  to  all  the  Lichfield  ladies.     I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Yours,  affeftionately, 

«  Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  S  A  M.  J  o  H.N  S  O  N.'* 

March  19,  1782. 

On  the  day  on  which  this  letter  was  written,  he  thus  feelingly  mentions 
his  refpedted  friend  and  phyfician,  Dr.  Lawrence :— "  Poor  Lawrence  has 
almoft  loft  the  fenfe  of  hearing;  and  I  have  loft  the  converfation  of  a  learned, 
intelligent,  and  communicative  companion,  and  a  friend  whom  long  famili- 
arity has  much  endeared.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  beft  men  whom  I  have 
known.—-"  Noftrum  omnium  mi/era  Deus  V 

It  was  Dr.  Johnfon's  cuftom  when  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Lawrence  concerning 
his  own  health,  to  ufe  the  Latin  language.  I  have  been  favoured  by  Mifs 
Lawrence  with  one  of  thefe  letters  as  a  fpecimen. 

T.  Lawrentio,  Medico  S* 

"  NO  V  UM  frigus,    nova  tujis,   nova  Jpirandi  difficult  as,    novam 

Janguinis  miffionem  Juadent,  quam  tamen  te  inconjulto  nolim  fieri.     Ad  te  venirt 

vix  poJfumy  nee  eft  cur  ad  me  venias.     Li  cere  vel  non  licere  uno  verbo  dicendum  eft, 

cater  a  mihi  et  Holder  0 x  reliqueris.     Si  per  te  licet >  imperatur  nuncio  Holderum  ad 

me  deducere. 

«  Mans  Cahndis,   1782. 

cc  Toft  quam  tu  difcejferis  'quo  me  veriam %  ?'* 

To 

*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  207. 

1  Mr.  Holder,  Dr.  Johnfon's  apothecary. 

*  Soon  after  the  above  letter,  Dr.  Lawrence  left  London,  bnt  not  before  the  palfy  had  made 
fo  great  a  progrefs  as  to  render  him  unable  to  write  for  hiinfelf.— The  following  are  extracts  from 
letters  addrefled  to  one  of  his  daughters : 

"  You  will  eafily  believe  with  what  gladnefs  I  read  that  you  had  heard  once  again  that  voice 
to  which  we  have  all  fo  often  delighted  to  attend.  May  you  often  hear  it.  If  we  had  his  mind, 
and  his  tongue,  we  could  fpare  the  reft. 

«•  I  am  not  vigorous,  but  much  better  than  when  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  held  my  pulfe  the  laft 
time.  Be  fo  kind  as  to  let  me  know,  from  one  little  interval  to  another,  the  ftate  of  his  body. 
I  am  pleafed  that  he  remembers  me,  and  hope  that  it  never  can  be  poffible  for  me  to  forget 
him.    July  2a,  1782." 

"  I  am  much  delighted  even  with  the  fmall  advances  which  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  makes  towards 
recovery.    If  we  could  have  again  but  his  mind,  and  his  tongue  in  his  mind,  and  his  right  hand, 
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To  Captain  Lanoton1,  in  Rochester* 

«<  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I T  is  now  long  fincc  we  faw  one  another,  and  whatever  has  been 
the  reafon  neither  you  have  written  to  me,  nor  I  to  you.  To  let  friendfliip 
die  away  by  negligence  and  filence,  is  certainly  not  wife.  It  is  voluntarily 
to  throw  away  one  of  the  greateft  comforts  of  this  weary  pilgrimage,  of 
which  when  it  is,  as  it  muft  be,  taken  finally  away,  he  that  travels  on 
alone,  will  wonder  how  his  efteem  could  be  fb  litde.  Do  not  forget  me ; 
you  fee  that  I  do  not  forget  you.  It  is  pleafing  in  the  filence  of  folitude  to 
think,  that  there  is  one  at  leaft,  however  diftant,  of  whofe  benevolence  there 
is  little  doubt,  and  whom  there  is  yet  hope  of  feeing  again, 

cc  Of  my  life,  from  the  time  we  parted,  the  hiftory  is  mournful.  The 
fpring  of  laft  year  deprived  me  of  Thrale,  a  man  whofe  eye  for  fifteen  years 
had  fcarcely  been  turned  upon  me  but  with  refpedt  or  tendernefs ;  for  fuch 
another  friend,  the  general  courfe  of  human  things  will  not  fuffer  man  to  hope. 
I  pafied  the  fiimmer  at  Streatham,  but  there  was  no  Thrale ;  and  having  idled 
away  the  fummer  with  a  weakly  body  and  negle&ed  mind,  I  made  a  journey 
to  Staffordfhire  on  the  edge  of  winter.  The  feafon  was  dreary,  I  was  fickly, 
and  found  the  friends  fickly  whom  I  went  to  fee.  After  a  forrowful  fojourn, 
'I  returned  to  a  habitation  pofleflfed  for  the  prefent  by  two  fick  women,  where 
my  dear  old  friend,  Mr.  Levett,  to  whom  as  he  ufed  to  tell  me,  I  owe  your 
acquaintance,  died  a  few  weeks  ago,  fuddenly  in  his  bed ;  there  pafled  not, 
I  believe,  a  minute  between  health  and  death.  At  night,  as  at  Mrs.  Thrale's, 
I  was  mufing  in  my  chamber,  I  thought  with  uncommon  earneftnefs,  that 
however  I  might  alter  my  mode  of  life,  or  whitherfoever  I  might  remove, 

we  (hoald  not  much  lament  the  reft.  I  mould  not  defpair  of  helping  the  fwelled  hand  by  elec- 
tricity, if  it  were  frequently  and  diligently  fupplied. 

"  Let  me  know  from  time  to  time  whatever  happens ;  and  hope  I  need  not  tell  you,  how 
much  I  am  interested  in  every  change.    Aug.  26,  1782." 

•*  Though  the  accounts  with  which  you  favoured  me  in  your  laft  letter  could  not  give  me 
the  pleafqre  that  I  wifhed,  yet  I  was  glad  to  receive  it ;  for  my  affeftion  to  my  dear  friend  makes 
me  defirous  of  knowing  his  ftate,  whatever  it  be;  I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  continue  to  let  me 
know,  from  time  to  time,  all  that  you  obferve. 

"  Many  fits  of  fevere  illnefs  have,  for  about  three  months  paft,  forced  my  land  phyficiaa 
often  upon  my  mind.  I  am  now  better,  and  hope  gratitude,  as  well  as  diftrefs,  can  be  a  motive 
to  remembrance.    Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftreer,  Feb.  4,  1783." 

3  Mr.  Langton  being  at  this  time  on  duty  at  Rochester,  he  is  addrefled  by  his  military  title* 

1 1  h  h  2  I  would 
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I  would  endeavour  to  retain  Levett  about  me;  in  the  morning  my  fervant 
brought  me  word  that  Levett  was  called  to  another  ftate,  a  date  for  which, 
I  think,  he  was  not  unprepared,  for  he  was  very  uleful  to  the  poor.  How 
much  foever  I  valued  him,  I  now  wilh  that  I  had  valued  him  more. 

"  I  have  myfelf  been  ill  more  than  eight  weeks  of  a  diforder,  from  wbieh 
at  th«  expence  of  about  fifty  ounces  of  blood,  I  hope  I  am  now  recovering. 

"  You,  dear  Sir,  have,  I  hope,  a  more  cheerful  fcenej  you  fee  George 
fond  of  his  book,  and  the  pretty  mifles  airy  and  lively,  with  my  own  little 
Jenny  equal  to  the  beft ;  and  in  whatever  can  contribute  to  your  quiet  or 
pleafure,  you  have  Lady  Rothes  ready  to  concur.  May  whatever  you  enjoy 
of  good  be  encreafed,  and  whatever  you  fuffer  of  evil  be  diminifhed. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

••  Bolt-court,  Flect-ftreet,  Sam.  J  OH  K  SON." 

M*rch  20,  1782. 

ft  Mr.  Hector,  in  Bitmingbam\ 

"  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I  h  0  p  e  I  do  not  very  grofsly  flatter  myfelf  to  imagine  that  you 
and  dear  Mrs.  Carelefs  will  be  glad  to  hear  fome  account  of  me.  I  per- 
formed the  journey  to  London  with  very  little  inconvenience,  and  came  fafe 
to  my  habitation,  where  I  found  nothing  but  ill  health,  and,  of  confequence* 
very  Tittle  cheerfulnefs.  I  then  went  to  vifit  a  little  way  into  the  country, 
where  I  got  a  complaint  by  a  cold  which  has  hung  eight  weeks  upon  me,  and 
from  which  I  am,  at  the  expence  of  fifty  ounces  of  blood,  not  yet  free.  I 
am  afraid  I  muft  once  more  owe  my  recovery  to  warm  weather,  which  feems 
to  make  the  advances  towards  us. 

cc  Such  is  my  health,  which  will,  I  hope,  foon  grow  better.  In  other 
reipeds  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain.  I  know  not  that  I  have  written  any 
thing  more  generally  commended  than  the  Lives  of  the  Poets  j  and  have 
found  the  world  willing  enough  to  carefs  me,  if  my  health  had  invited  me 
to  be  in  much  company ;  but  this  feafon  I  have  been  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  nurftng  myfelf. 

"  When  fummer  comes  I  hope  to  fee  you  again,  and  will  not  put. off  my 
vifit  to  the  end  of  the  year.  I  have  lived  fo  long  in  London,  that  I  did  not 
remember  the  difference  of  feafons. 

4  A  pajf  of  this  letter  having  been  torn  off,  I  have,  from  the  evident  meaning,  fupplied  a  few 
woids  and  half  words  at  the  ends,  and  beginnings  of  lines* 

3  "Your 
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«  Your  health,  when  I  faw  you,   was  much  improved.     You  will  be     *78*;- 
prudent  enough  not  to  put  it  in  danger.    I  hope,  when  we  meet  again,  we  [sm^ni. 
fhall  all  congratulate  each  other  upon  fair  profpe&s  of  longer  life ;  though 
what  are  the  pleafures  of  the  longeft  life,  when  placed  in  companion  with  a 
happy  death  ?    I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  moft  aflfe&ionately, 

*<  London,  March  n,  1781.  Sam.  Johnson." 

fa  the  fame. 

"  DEAR   SlR,  [Without  a  date,  but fuppofed to  be  ab<mt  this  time*]' 

cc  T  H  AT  you  and  dear>Mrs.  Carelefs  fliould  have  care  or  curiofity 
about  my  health,  gives  me  that  pleafure  which  every  man  feels  from  finding 
himfelf  not  forgotten.  In  ?ge  we  feel  again  that  love  of  our  native  place 
and  our  early  friends,  which,  in  the  buftle  or  amufements  of  middle  life, 
were  overborn  and  fulpended.  You  and  I  Ihould  now  naturally  cling  to  one 
another :  we  have  outlived  moft  of  thofe  who  could  pretend  to  rival  us  in  each 
other's  kindnefs.  In  our  walk  through  life  we  have  dropped  our  companions, 
and  are  now  to  pick  up  fuch  as  chance  may  offer  us,  or  to  travel  on  alone. 
You,  indeed,  have  a  filler,  with  whom  you  can  divide  the  day :  I  have  no 
natural  friend  left  >  but  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  preferve  me  from 
negle&;  I  have  not  wanted  fuch  alleviations  of  life  as  friendship  could  fupply. 
My  health  has  been,  from  my  twentieth  year,  fuch  as  has  feldom  afforded 
me  a  fingle  day  of  eafe ;  but  it  is  at  lew  not  worfe :  and  I  fometimes  make 
myfelf  believe  that  it  is  better.  My  diiarders  are,  however,  ftill  fufficiently 
Oppreflive. 

"  I  think  of  feeing  Staffbrdfliire  again  this  autumn,  and  intend  to  find  my 
way  through  Birmingham,  where  I  hope  to  fee  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Carelefs 
well.    I  am,  Sir,  your  affc&ionate  friend, 

"  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

I  wrote  to  him  at  different  dates  1  regretted  that  I  could  not.  come  to 
London  this  fpring,  but  hoped  we  ihould  meet  fbmewhere  in  the  fummer; 
mentioned  the  ftate  of  my  affairs,  and  fuggefted  hopes  of  fome  preferment; 
informed  him,  that  as  "  The  Beauties  of  Johnlbn"  had  been  publifhed  in 
London,  fome  ^obfcure  fcribbler  had  publifhed  at  Edinburgh,  what  he  called 
"  Deformities  of  Johnlbn," 

fa 
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To  James  Boswell,   Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  pleafure  which  we  ufed  to  receive  from  each  other  on  Good- 
Friday  and  Eafter-day,  we  muft  be  this  year  content  to  mifs.  Let  us, 
however,  pray  for  each  other,  and  hope  to  fee  one  another  yet  from  time  to 
time  with  mutual  delight.  My  diforder  has  been  a  cold,  which  impeded  the 
organs  of  relpiration,  and  kept  me  many  weeks  in  a  ftate  of  great  uneafinefs, 
but  by  repeated  phlebotomy  it  is  now  relieved ;  and  next  to  the  recovery  of 
Mrs.  Bofwell,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  will  rejoice  at  mine. 

"  What  we  ihall  do  in  the  fummer  it  is  yet  too  early  to  confider.  You 
want  to  know  what  you  fhall  -do  now ;  I  do  not  think  this-  time  of  buftle  and 
confufion  likely  to  produce  any  advantage  to  you.  Every  man  has  thofe  to 
reward  and  gratify  who  have  contributed  to  his  advancement.  To  come 
hither  with  fuch  expeftations  at  the  expence  of  borrowed  money,  which,  I 
find,  you  know  4iot  where  to  borrow,  can  hardly  be  confidered  as  prudent. 
I  am  forry  to  find,  what  your  fbllicitation  feems  to  imply,  that  you  have 
already  gone  the  whole  length  of  your  credit/  This  is  to  fet  the  quiet  of 
your  whole  life  at  hazard.  If  you  anticipate  your  inheritance,  you  can  at 
laft  inherit  nothing ;  all  that  you  receive  muft  pay  for  the  paft.  You  muft 
get  a  place,  or  pine  in  penury,  with  the  empty  name  of  a  great  eftate. 
Poverty,  my  dear  friend,  is  fo  great  an  evil,  and  pregnant  with  fo  much 
temptation,  and  fo  much  mifery,  that  I  cannot  but  earneftly  enjoin  you  to 
avoid  it.  Live  on  what  you  have,  live  if  you  can  on  lets ;  do  not  borrow 
either  for  vanity  or  pleafure  $  the  vanity  will  end  in  fhame,  and  the  pleafure  in 
regret;  ftay  therefore  at  home,  till  you  have  faved  money  for  your  journey  hither. 

"  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon*  are  laid  to  have  got  money  to  the  colle&or; 
if  the  c  Deformities'  have  the  fame  fuccefs,  I  fhall  be  ftill  a  more  extenfivc 
benefaftor. 

"  Make  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  who  is,  I  hope,  reconciled  to 
me  5  and  to  the  young  people,  whom  I  never  have  offended. 

-"  You  never  told  me  the  fuccefs  of  your  plea  againft  the  Solicitors. 

cc  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  affectionate 

«'  London,  March  28,  1782.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 


Notwithftanding  his  affli&ed  ftate  of  body  and  mind  this  year,  the  fol- 
lowing correfpondence  affords  a  proof  not  only  of  his  benevolence  and 
^jonfeientious  readinefs  to  relieve  a  good  man  from  errour,  but  by  his  clothing 

1  one 
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one  of  the  fentiments  in  his  "  Rambler"  in  different  language,  not  inferiour     *782- 
to  that  of  the  original,  ftiews  his  extraordinary  command  of  clear  and  forcible  jEtat*  73. 
cxpreflioru 

A  clergyman  at  Bath  wrote  to  him,  that  in  Cf  The  Morning  Chronicle," 
a  paffage  in  "  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon,"  article  Death,  had  been  pointed 
out  as  fuppofed  by  fome  readers  to  recommend  filicide,  the  words  being, 
cc  To  die  is  the  fate  of  man;  but  to  die  with  lingering  anguifh  is  generally 
his  folly  j"  and  refpedtfully  fuggefting  to  him,  that  fuch  an  erroneous  notion 
of  any  fentence  in  the  writings  of  an  acknowledged  friend  of  religion  and 
virtus,  fhould  not  pafs  nncontradifted. 

Johnfon  thus  anfwered  the  clergyman's  letter : 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.      ■    ■    ,  at  Bath. 

"  SlRy 

"BEING  now  in  the  country  in  a  ftate  of  recovery,  as  I  hope, 
from  a  very  oppreffive  diforder,  I  cannot  neglcft  the  acknowledgement  of 
your  Chriftian  letter.  The  book  called  "  The  Beauties  of  Johnfon,"  is  the 
production  of  I  know  not  whom :  I  never  faw  it  but  by  cafual  infpeftion, 
and  confidered  myfelf  as  utterly  difengaged  from  its  confequences.  Of  the 
paflage  you  mention,  I  remember  fome  notice  in  fome  paper  \  but,  knowing 
that  it  muft  be  mifreprefented,  I  thought  of  it  no  more,  nor  do  I  know  where 
to  find  it  in  my  own  books.  I  am  accuftomed  to  think  little  of  news-papers ; 
but  an  opinion  fo  weighty  and  ferious  as  yours  has  determined  me  to  do, 
what  I  (hould,  without  your  feafonable  admonition,  have  omitted ;  and  I  will 
dire<5t  my  thought  to  be  fhewn  in  its  true  ftate  5.  If  I  could  find  the  paffage, 
I  would  diredt  you  to  it.  I  fuppofe  the  tenour  is  this : — c  Acute  difeafes  are 
the  immediate  and  inevitable  ftrokes  of  Heaven ;  but  of  them  the  pain  is 
fliort,  and  the  conclufion  fpeedy :  chronical  diforders,  by  which  we  are  fuf- 
pended  in  tedious  torture  between  life  and  death,  are  commonly  the  effedt  of 

5  What  follows  Appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  May  29,  1782.—"  A  correfpondent 
having  mentioned,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  December  12,  the  laft  claufe  of  the  following 
paragraph,  as  feeming  to  favour  fuicide ;  we  are  requeued '  to  print  the  whole  paflage,  that  its 
true  meaning  may  appear,  which  is  not  to  recommend  fuicide,  but  exercife. 

"  Exercife  cannot  fee u re  us  from  that  diflblution  to  which  we  are  decreed  ;  but  while  the  foul 
and  body  continue  united,  it  can  make  the  aflbciation  pleafmg,  and-give  probable  hopes  that 
they  (hall  be  disjoined  by  an  eafy  fepamion.  It  was  a  principle  among  the  ancients,  that  acute 
difeafes.  are  from  Heaven,  and  chronical  from  ourfelves  ;  the  dart  of  death,  indeed,  falls  from 
Heaven,  but  we  poifon  it  by  our  own  mifconduft :  to  die  is  the  fate  of  man  3  but  to  die  with 
lingering  anguifh  is  generally  his  folly." 

our 


424  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

178*-     our  own  mifconduft  and  intemperance.    To  die,  &£/— This,  Sir,  you  fee, 

&ULV7*.  ls  ^  true>  an^  ^  blamelefs.  .  I  hope,  fome  time  in  the  next  week,  to  hare? 

all  rectified.     My  health  has  been  lately  much  fhaken ;  if  you  favour  this 

with  any  anfwer,  it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  I  have  your  prayers. 

*'  I  am,  &c. 
"May  15*  1782.  Sam.  Johnson."    . 

fc  This  letter,  as  might  be  expe&ed,  had  its  full  efieft,  and  the  clergyman 

acknowledged  it  in  grateful  and  pious  terms6. 

The  following  letters  require  no  extra&s  from  mine  to  introduce  them. 

To  Jambs  Bosweil,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  earneftnefs  and  tendernefs  of  your  letter  is  fuch,  that  I  can- 
not think  myfelf  (hewing  it  more  refpeft  than  it  claims  by  fitting  down  to 
anfwer  it  the  day  on  which  I  received  it. 

€€  This  year  has  affli&ed  me  with  a  very  irkfome  and  fevere  diforder. 
My  refpiration  has  been  much  impeded,  and  much  blood  has  been  taken 
away.  I  am  now  harrafied  by  a  catarttious  cough,  from  which  my  purpofe 
is  to  feek  relief  by  change  of  air  5  and  I  am,  therefore,  preparing  to  go  to 
Oxford. 

"  Whether  I  did  right  in  difliiading  you  from  coming  to  London  this 
fpring,  I  will  not  determine.  You  have  not  loft  much  by  miffing  my  com- 
pany $  I  have  fcarcely  been  well  for  a  (ingle  week.  I  might  have  received 
comfort  from  your  kindnefs;  but  you  would  have  fcen  me  affii&cd,  and, 
perhaps,  found  me  peevifh.  Whatever  might  have  been  your  pleafure  or 
mine,  I  know  not  how  I  could  have  honeftly  advifed  you  to  come  hither  with 
borrowed  money.  Do  not  accuftom  yourfelf  to  confider  debts  only  as  an  in* 
convenience :  you  will  find  it  a  calamity.  Poverty  takes  away  fo  many  means 
of  doing  good,  and  produces  fo  riuch  inability  to  refill  evil,  both  natural 
and  moral,  that  it  is  by  all  virtuous  means  to  be  avoided.  Confider  a  man 
whofe  fortune  is  very  narrow  -,  whatever  be  his  rank  by  birth,  or  whatever 
his  reputation  by  intelledtual  excellence,  what  good  can  he  do  ?  or  what 
evil  can  he  prevent?  That  he  cannot  help  the  needy  is  evident,  he  has 
nothing  ro  fpare.  But,  perhaps,  his  advice  or  admonition  may  be  ufeful. 
His  poverty  will  deflroy  his  influence :  many  more  can  find  that  he  is  poor, 

*  The  Correfpondcnee  may  be  fcen  at  length  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Feb*  1786. 

than 
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than  that  he  is  wife ;  and  few  will  reverence  the  underftanding  that  is  of  fo      »78*- 
little  advantage  to  its  owner.     I  lay  nothing  of  the  perfonal  wretchednefs  of  j^tf™ 
a  debtor,  which,  however,  has  pafled  into  a  proverb.     Of  riches,  it  is  not 
neceffary  to  write  the  praife.     Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  he  who 
has  money  to  fpare,  has  it  always  in  his  power  to  benefit  others ;  and  of 
•fuch  power  a  good  man  muft  always  be  defirous. 

"  I  am  pleafed  with  your  account  of  Eafter 7.  We  fhall  meet,  I  hope, 
in  autumn,  both  well  and  both  chearful ;  and  part  each  the  better  for  the 
other's  company. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  to  the  young  charmers. 

<c  I  am,  &c. 

~  London,  June  3, 1782*  Sam.  John  son." 

To  James  Bo  swell,  Efq. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  BEING  uncertain  whether  I  fliould  have  any  call  this  autumn 
into  the  country,  I  did  not  immediately  anfwer  your  kind  letter.  I  have  no 
call,  but  if  you  defire  to  meet  me  at  Afhbourne,  I  believe  I  can  come 
thither ;  if  you  had  rather  come  to  London,  I  can  ftay  at  Streatham ;  take 
your  choice. 

"  This  year  has  been  very  heavy.  From  the  middle  of  January  to  the 
middle  of  June  I  was  battered  by  one  diforder  after  another;  I  am  now  very 
much  recovered,  and  hope  ftill  to  be  better.  What  happinefc  it  is  that 
Mrs.  Bofwell  has  efcaped 

"  My  €  Lives'  are  reprinting,  and  I  have  forgotten  the  authour  of  Gray's 
charadter 8 :  write  immediately,  and  it  may  be  perhaps  yet  inferted. 

c<  Of  London  or  Afhbourne  you  have  your  free  choice  i  at  any  place  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  fee  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c. 

"  Aug.  24, 37.82*  Sam.  Johnson," 

.  On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  I  informed  him  that  my  honoured  father  had  died 
that  morning  j  a  complaint  under  which  he  had  long  laboured,  having 
fuddenly  come  to  a  crifis,  while  I  was  upon  a  vifit  at  the  feat  of  Sir  Charles 
Prefton,  from  whence  I  had  haftened  the  day  before,  upon  receiving  a  letter 
by  exprefs. 

7  Which  I  celebrated  in  the  Church-of-England  chapel  at  Edinburgh,  founded  by  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Smith,  of  refpeclable  and  pious  memory. 

8  The  Reverend  Mr.  Temple,  Vicar  of  St.  Gluvias,  Cornwall. 

Vol.  II.  I  i  i  To 
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2*  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  ftruggled  through  this  year  with  fo  much  infirmity  of 
body,  and  fuch  ftrong  impreffions  of  the  fragility  of  life,  that  death,  wherever 
it  appears,  fills  me  with  melancholy ;  and  I  cannot  hear  without  emotion,  of 
the  removal  of  any  one,  whom  I  have  known,  into  another  ftate. 

"  Your  father's  death  had  every  circumftance  that  could  enable  you  to 
bear  it;  it  was  at* a  mature  age,  and  it  was  expected*  and  as  his  general 
life  had  been  pious,  his  thoughts  had  doubtlefs  for  many  years  pad  been 
turned  upon  eternity.  That  you  did  not  find  him  fcnfiblc  muft  doubtlefs 
grieve  you;  his  difpofition  towards  you  was  undoubtedly  that  of  a  kind, 
though  not  of  a  fond  father.  Kindnefs,  at  leaft  aftual,  is  in  our  power,  but 
fondnefs  is  not ;  and  if  by  negligence  or  imprudence  you  had  extinguifhed  his 
fondnefs,  he  could  not  at  will  rekindle  it.  Nothing  then  remained  between 
you  but  mutual  forgivenefs  of  each  other's  faults,  and  mutual  defire  of  each 
other's  happinefs. 

"  I  {hall  long  to  know  his  final  difpofition  of  his  fortune. 

u  You,  dear  Sir,  have  now  a  new  ftation,  and  have  therefore  new  cares, 
and  new  employments.  Life,  as  Cowley  feems  to  fay,  ought  to  refemble  a 
well  ordered  poem  ;  of  which  one  rule  generally  received  is,  that  the  exordium 
fhould  be  fimple,  and  fhould  promifc  little.  Begin  your  new  courfe  of  life 
with  the  leaft  fhow,  and  the  leaft  expence  poffible;  you  may  at  pleafurc 
encreafe  both,  but  you  cannot  eafily  diminifh  them.  Do  not  think  your 
eftate  your  own,  while  any  man  can  call  upon  you  for  money  which  you 
cannot  pay  ;  therefore,  begin  with  timorous  parfimony.  Let  it  be  your  firft 
care  not  to  be  in  any  man's  debt. 

"  When  the  thoughts  are  extended  to  a  future  ftate,  the  prefent  life  feems 
hardly  worthy  of  all  thofe  principles  of  conduft,  and  maxims  of  prudence, 
which  one  generation  of  men  has  tranfmitted  to  another  ;  but  upon  a  clofcr 
view,  when  it  is  perceived  how  much  evil  is  produced,  and  how  much  good 
is  impeded  by  embarraffment  and  diftrefs,  and  how  little  room  the  expedients 
of  poverty  leave  for  the  exercife  of  virtue;  its  forrows  manifeft  that  the 
boundlefs  importance  of  the  next  life,  enforces  fome  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  this. 

"  Be  kind  to.  the  old  fervants,  and  fecure  the  kindnefs  of  the  agents  and 
faftors  j  do  not  difguft  them  by  afperity,  or  unwelcome  gaiety,  or  apparent 
fufpicion.  From  them  you  muft  learn  the  real  ftate  of  your  affairs,  the 
chara&ers  of  your  tenants,  and  the  value  of  your  lands, 

"  Make 
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» 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Bofwell;  I  think  her  expectations  from      *7*2- 
air  and  exercife  are  the  beft  that  fhc  can  form.     I  hope  fhe  will  live  long  and  JBm.~7jl 
happily. 

cc  I  forget  whether  I  told  you  that  Rafay  has  been  here ;  we  dined  cheer- 
fully together.     I  entertained  lately  a  young  gentleman  from  Coriatachat. 

"  I  received  your  letters  only  this  morning.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

"  London,  Sept.  7,  1782.       *  Sam.  Johnson.'* 

In  anfwer  to  my  next  letter,  I  received  one  from  him,  diffuading  me  from 
haftening  to  him  as  I  had  propofed ;  what  is  proper  for  publication  is  the 
following  paragraph,  equally  juft  and  tender : 

<c  One  expence,  however,  I  would  not  have  you  to  fpare :  let  nothing  be 
omitted  that  can  preferve  Mrs.  Boiwell,  though  it  fhould  be  neceflary  to 
tranfplant  her  for  a  time  into  a  fofter  climate.  She  is  the  prop  and  ftay  of 
your  life.     How  much  muft  your  children  fuffer  by  lofing  her." 

My  wife  was  now  fo  much  convinced  of  his  fincere  friendfhip  for  me,  and 
regard  for  her,  that  fhe  without  any  fuggeftion  on  my  part,  wrote  him  a  very 
polite  and  grateful  letter. 

Dr.  Johnson  to  Mrs.  Boswell. 
"  Dear  Ladv, 

cc  I  have  not  often  received  fo  much  pleafure  as  from  your  invitation 
to  Auchinleck.  The  journey  thither  and  back  is,  indeed,  too  great  for  the 
,  latter  part  of  the  year;  but  if  my  health  were  fully  recovered,  I  would  fuffer 
no  little  heat  and  cold,  nor  a  wet  or  a  rough  road  to  keep  me  from  you* 
I  am,  indeed,  not  without  hope  of  feeing  Auchinleck  again,  but  to  make  it 
a  pleafant  place  I  muft  fee  its  lady  well,  and  brilk,  and  airy.  For  my  fake, 
therefore,  among  many  greater  reafons,  take  care,  dear  Madam,  of  youf 
health,  (pare  no  expence,  and  want  no  attendance  that  can  procure  eafe,  or 
preferve  it.  Be  very  careful  to  keep  your  mind  quiet ;  and  do  not  think  it 
too  much  to  give  an  account  of  your  recovery  to  Madam,  your,  &c. 

"  London,  Sept.  7,  1 782.  S  A  M.   J  O  H  N  S  O  N." 


To  James   Boswell,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  HAVING  pafled  almoft  this  whole  year  in  a  fucceffion  of 
<liforders,  I  went  in  Oftober  to  Brighthelmfton,  whither  I  came  in  a  ftate 
of  fo  much  weaknefs,  that  I  refted  four  times  in  walking  between  the  inn  and 

I  i  i  2  tbe 
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1782.  the  lodging.  By  phyfick  and  abftinence  I  grew  better,  and  am  now  reafonably 
JEui  7j!  ttfyy  though  at  a  great  diftance  from  health.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that 
health  begins,  after  feventy,  and  often  long  before,  to  have  a  meaning  different 
from  that  which  it  had  at  thirty.  But  it  is  culpable  to  murmur  at  the 
eftablifhed  order  of  the  creation,  as  it  is  vain  to  oppofe  it.  He  that  lives, 
mult  grow  old;  and  he  that  would  rather  grow  old  than  die,  has  God  to 
thank  for  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 

"  At  your  long  filence  I  am  rather  angry.  You  do  not,  (ince  now  you  are 
the  head  pf  your  houfe,  think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whether  you  or 
your  friend  can  live  longer  without  writing,  nor  fulpeft  after  fo  many  years 
of  friendftiip,  that  when  I  do  not  write  to  you,  I  forget  you.  Put  all  fuch 
isfelefs  jealoufies  out  of  your  head,  and  difdain  to  regulate  your  own  pra&ice 
by  the  praftice  of  another,  or  by  any  other  principle  than  the  defire  of  doing  right; 

"  Your  oeconomy,  I  fuppofe,  begins  now  to  be  fetded;  your  expences 
are  adjufted  to  your  revenue,  and  all  your  people  in  their  proper  places* 
Refolve  not  to  be  poor :  whatever  you  have,  fpend  lefs.  Poverty  is  a  great 
enemy  to  human  happinefs,  it  certainly  deftroys  liberty,  and  it  makes  fome 
virtues  impra&icable,  and  others  extremely  difficult. 

cc  Let  me  know  the  hiftory  of  your  life,  fince  your  acceffion  to  your  eftate.. 
How  many  houfes,  how  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  hand,  and . 

what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

****** 

"  Of  my  c  Lives  of  the  Poets/  they  have  printed  a  new  edition  in  o&avoj 
I  hear,  of  three  thoufand.  Did  I  give  a  fet  to  Lord  Hailes  ?  If  I  did  not, 
I  will  do  it  out  of  thefe.     What  did  you  make  of  all  your  copy  ? 

"  Mrs.  Thrale  and  the  three  Mifles  are  now  for  the  winter,  in  Argyll- 
ftreet.  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  well  again ;  and 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affe&ionate  humble  fcrvant, 

"  London,  Dec.  7,  1782.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

"  Dear   Sir,  Edinburgh,  Dec.  20,  .1782. 

w  I  was  made  happy  by    your  kind  letter,    which  gave  us  die 
agreeable  hopes  of  feeing  you  in  Scotland  again. 

"  I  am  much  flattered  by  the  concern  you  are  pleafed  to  take  in  my 
recovery.  I  am  better,  and  hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  convince  you  by 
my  attention,  of  how  much  confequence  I  efteem  yomr  health  to  the  world 
and  to  myfelf.     I  remain,  Sir,  with  grateful  refpeft, 

€C  Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

«  Margaret  Boswell." 

The 


( 
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The  death  of  Mr.  Thrale  had  made  a  very  material  alteration  upon  Johnfon, .  1 78*- 
With  refpeft  to  his  reception  in  that  family.  The  manly  authority  of  the  j£J2fT^ 
hu/band  no  longer  curbed  the  lively  exuberance  of  the  lady ;  and  as  her  vanity 
had  been  fully  gratified;  by  having  the  Coloflus  of  Literature  attached  to  her 
for  many  years,  fhe  gradually  became  lefs  affiduous  to  pleafe  him.  Whether 
her  attachment' to  him  was  already  divided  by  another*  objeft,  I  am  unable  to 
afcertain;  but  it  is  plain  that  Johnfon's  penetration  was  alive  to  her  negleft 
er  forced  attention;  for  on  the  6th  of  Oftober  this  year,  we  find  him  making 
a  "  parting  ufe  of  the  library"  at  Streatham,  and  pronouncing  a  prayer,-  which 
he  compofed  "  On  leaving  Mr.  Thrale's  family9." 

"  Almighty  God,  .Father  of  all  mercy,  help  me  by  thy  grace,  that!  may, 
with  humble  and  fincere  thankfulnefs,  remember  the  comforts  and  conveniencies 
which  I  have  enjoyed  at  this  place ;  and  that  I  may  refign  them  with  holy 
fubmiflion,  equally  trufting  in  thy  proteftion  when  Thou  giveft,  and  when 
Thou  takeft  away.     Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

u  To  thy  fatherly  proteftion,  O  Lord,  I  commend  this  family.  Blefs, 
guide,  and  defend  them,  that  they  may  fo  pafs  through  this  world,  as  finally 
to  enjoy  in  thy  prefence  everlafting  happinefs,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake. 
Amen." 

One  cannot  read  this  prayer,  without  fome  emotions  not  very  favourable  to> 
the  lady  whole  conduct  occafioned  it. 

In  one  of  his  memorandum-books  Ifind,  "Sunday,  went  to  church  at : 
Streatham.     Temflo  vakdixi  cum  ofculo" 

He  met  Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  often  at  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds's,    and  other 
places,  and  was  a  good  deal  with  him  at  Brighthelmfton  this  autumn,  being . 
pleafed  at  once  with  his  excellent  table  and  animated  converfation.     Mr.. 
Metcalfe  fhewed  him  great  refpeft,  and  lent  him  a  note  that  he  might  have 
the  ufe  of  his  carriage  whenever  he  pleafed.     Johnfon .  (3d  O&ober,  1782,) 
returned*  this  polite  anfwer :— •"  Mr.  Johnfon  is  very  much  obliged  by  the  kind 
offer  of  the  carriage  j  but  he  has  no  defire  of  ufing  Mr.  Metcalfe's  carriage, 
except  when  he  can  have,  the  pleafure  of  Mr.  Metcalfe's  company."     Mr. 
Metcalfe  could  not  but  be  highly  pleafed  that  his  company  was  thus  valued  by 
Johnfon,  and  he  frequently  attended  him  in  airings.     They  alfo  went  together 
to  Cirencefter,  and  they  vifited  Petworth  and  Cowdery,  the  venerable  feat  of 
the  Lords  Montacute.     "  Sir,   (faid  Johnfon,)  I  fhould  like  to  ftay  here 
four-and-twenty  hours.    We  fee  here  how  our  anceftors  lived." 

9  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  214* 

Thtat 
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That  his  curiofity,  however,  was  unabated,  appears  from  two  letters  to 
Mr.  John  Nichols,  of  the  ioth  and  20th  of  Odtober  this  yean  In  one  he 
fays,  "  I  have  looked  into  your  c  Anecdotes,'  and  you  will  hardly  thank  a 
lover  of  literary  hiftory  for  telling  you,  that  he  has  been  much  informed  and 
gratified.  I  wifh  you  would  add  your  own  difcoveries  and  intelligence  to 
thofe  of  Dr.  Rawlinfon,  and  undertake  the  Supplement  to  Wood.  Think 
of  it."  In  the  other,  "  I  tfilh,  Sir,  you  could  obtain  fome  fuller  informa- 
tion of  Jortin,  Markland,  and  Thirlby.  They  were  three  contemporaries  of 
great  eminence." 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  h  e  a  r  d  yefterday  of  your  late  diforder,  and  fhould  think  ill  of 
myfelf  if  I  had  heard  of  it  without  alarm.  1  heard  likewife  of  your  recovery, 
which  I  fincerely  wifh  to  be  complete  and  permanent.  Your  country  has 
been  in  danger  of  lofing  one  of  its  brighteft  ornaments,  and  I  of  lofing  one 
of  my  oldeft  and  kindeft  friends :  but  I  hope  you  will  ftill  live  long,  for  the 
honour  of  the  nation  5  and  that  more  enjoyment  of  your  elegance,  your 
intelligence,  and  your  benevolence,  is  ftill  referved  for,  dear  Sir, . 

"  Your  mod  affectionate,  &c. 

"  Brighthelmfton,  Nor.  14,  1782.  «  Sam.  J  OH  N  SON." 

*  r 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Wilfon  having  dedicated  to  him  his  "  Archeological 
Dictionary,"  that  mark  of  refpeft  was  thus  acknowledged. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Wi  lson,  Clitberoe,  Lane  a/hire. 

"  Reverend  Sir, 

<€  THAT  I  have  long  omitted  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  honour 
conferred  upon  me  by  your  Dedication,  I  intreat  you  with  great  earneftnefs 
not  to  confider  as  more  faulty  than  it  is.  A  very  importunate  and  oppreflive 
diforder  has  for  fome  time  debarred  me  from  the  pleafures,  and  obftrufted 
me  in  the  duties  of  life.  The  efteem  and  kindnefs  of  wife  and  good  men 
is  one  of  the  laft  pleafures  which  I  can  be  content  to  lofe  j  and  gratitude  to 
thofe  from  whom  this  pleafure  is  received,  is  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  never 
to  be  reproached  with  the  final  negleft.  I  therefore  now  return  you  thanks  for 
the  notice  which  I  have  received  from  you ;  and  which  I  confider  as  giving 
to  my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight  $  not  only  as  extending  its 

3  fuperficies, 
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fuperficies,  but  as  increafing  its  value.  Your  book  was  evidently  wanted,  and  *782- 
will,  I  hope,  find  its  way  into  the  fchool,  to  which,  however,  I  do  not  mean  ^ta^/73. 
to  confine  it ;  for  no  man  has  fo  much  fkill  in  ancient  .rites  and  pradtices  as 
not  to  want  it.  As  I  fuppofe  myfelf  to  owe  part  of  your  kindnefs  to  my 
excellent  friend  Dr.  Patten,  he  has  likewife  a  juft  claim  to  my  acknowledge- 
ments, which  I  hope  you,  Sir,  will  tranfmit.  There  will  foon  appear  a  new 
edition  of  my  Poetical  Biography  -,  if  you  will  accept  of  a  copy  to  keep  me 
in  your  mind,  be  pleafed  to  let  me  know  how  it  may  be  conveniently  con- 
veyed to  you.  The  prefent  is  fmall,  but  it  is  given  with  good  will  by, 
Reverend  Sir,  your  moft,  &c. 

"  Dec. 31,  1762.  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  1783  he  was  more  feverely  afflitted  than  ever,  as  will  appear  in  the    1783. 
courfe   of  his  correspondence ;    but  ftill  the  fame  ardour  for  literature,  the 
fame  conftant  piety,  the  lame  kindnefs  for  his  friends,  and  the  fame  vivacity, 
both  in  converfation  and  writing,  diftinguifhed  him. 

Having  given  Dr.  Johnfon  a  full  account  of  what  I  was  doing  at  Auchin- 
leck,  and  particularly  mentioned  what  I  knew  would  pleafe  him— my  having 
brought  an  old  man  of  eighty-eight  from  a  lonely  cottage  to  a  comfortable 
habitation  within  my  enclofures,  where  he  had  good  neighbours  near  to  him, 
I  received  an  anfwer  in  February,  of  which  I  extraft  what  follows : 

"  lam  delighted  with  your  account  of  your  activity  at  Auchinleck,  and 
wifh  the  old  gendeman,  whom  you  have  fo  kindly  removed,  may  live  long 
to  promote  your  profperity  by  his  prayers.  You  have  now  a  new  charadter 
and  new  duties ;  think  on  them,  and  pradtife  them. 

"  Make  an  impartial  eftimate  of  your  revenue,  and  whatever  it  is,  live 
upon  lefs.  Refolve  never  to  be  poor.  Frugality  is  not  only  the  bafis  of 
quiet,  but  of  beneficence.  No  man  can  help  others  that  wants  help  him- 
fclf ;  we  muft  have  enough  before  we  have  to  fpare. 

cc  I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mrs.  Bofwell  grows  well ;  and  hope  that  to  keep 
her  well,  no  care  nor  caution  will  be  omitted.  May  you  long  live  happily 
together. 

"  When  you  come  hither,  pray  bring  with  you  Baxter's  Anacreon.  I 
cannot  get  that  edition  in  London." 

On  Friday,  March  21,  having  arrived  in  London  the  night  before,  I  was 
glad  to  find  him  at  Mrs.  Thrale's  houfe,  in  Argyll-ftreet,  appearances  of 
friendfhip  between  them  being  ftill  kept  up.  1  was  fhewn  into  his  room, 
and  after  the  firft  testation  he  faid,   "  I  am  glad  you  are  come.    I  am  very 

ill." 
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,783-  ill."  He  looked  pale,  and  was  diftreffed  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing.  Bot 
ikaL  74.  he  ibon  affumed  his  ufual  ftrong  animated  ftyle  of  converfation.  Seeing  me 
now  for  the  firft  time  as  a  Laird,  or  proprietor  of  land,  he  began,  cc  Sir,  the 
fuperiority  of  a  country-gendeman  over  the  people  upon  his  eftate  is  very 
agreeable i  and  he  who  fays  he  does  not  feel  it  to  be  agreeable,  lies:  for  it 
mull  be  agreeable  to  have  ..a  cafual  fuperiority  over  thofe  who  are  by  nature  equal 
with  us."  Boswell.  "  Yet  Sir,  we  fee  great  proprietors  of  land  who  prefer 
living  in  London."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the  pleafure  of  living  in  London, 
the  intelle&ual  fuperiority  that  is  enjoyed  there,  may  counterbalance  the 
other.  Befides,  Sir,  a  man  may  prefer  the  ftate  of  the  country-gentleman 
upon  the  whole,  and  yet  there  may  never  be  a  moment  when  he  is  willing 
to  make  the  change  to  quit  London  for  it."  He  faid,  "  It  Is  better  to 
have  five  per  cent,  out  of  land  than  out  of  money,  becaufe  k  is  more  fecure ; 
but  the  readinefs  of  transference,  and  promptnefs  of  intereft,  make  many 
people  rather  choofe  the  funds.  Nay,  there  is  another  difadvantage  belong- 
ing to  land,  compared  with  money.  A  man  is  not  fo  much  afraid  of  being 
aiiard  creditor  as  of  being  a  hard  landlord."  Boswell.  S€  Becauie  there  is 
a  fort  of  kindly  connexion  between  a  landlord  and  his  tenants."  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir  i  many  landlords  with  us  never  fee  their  tenants.  It  is  becaufe  if 
a  landlord  drives  away  his  tenants,  he  may  not  get  others;  whereas  the, 
demand  for  money  is  fo  great,  it  may  always  be  lent." 

He  talked  with  regret  and  indignation  of  the  fadtious  oppofition  toGovern- 
ment  at  this  time,  and  imputed  it,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  Revolution. 
"  Sir,  (laid  he,  in  a  low  voice,  having  come  nearer  to  me,  while  his  old 
prejudices  ieemed  to  be  fermenting  in  his  mind,)  this  Hanoverian  family  is 
ifolee  here.  They  have  no  friends.  Now  the  Stuarts  had  friends  who  ftuck 
by  them  fo  late  as  1745.  When  the  right  ,of  the  King  is  aot  reverenced, 
there  will  not  be  reverence  for  thofe  appointed  by  the  King." 

His  obfervation  that  the  prefent  royal  family  has  no  friends,  has  been  too 
much  juftified  by  the  very  ungrateful  behaviour  of  many  who  were  under 
great  obligations  to  his  Majefty;  at  the  fame  time  there  are  honourable 
exceptions  -,  and  the  very  next  year  after  this  converfation,  and  ever  fince, 
the  King  has  had  asxxtenfive  and  generous  fupport  as  ever  was  given  to  any 
monarch,  and  has  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing  that  he  was  more  and  more 
endeared  to  his  .people. 

He  repeated  to  me  his  verfes  on  Mr.  Levett,  with  an  emotion  which  gave 
them  full  effect  i  and  then  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  cc  You  jnuft  be  as  much 

with 
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with  me  as  you  can.     You  have  done  me  good.     You  cannot  think  how 
much  better  I  am  fince  you  came  in." 

He  fent  a  meflage  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Thrale  that  I  was  arrived.  I  had  not 
feen  her  fince  her  hufband's  death.  She  loon  appeared,  and  favoured  me 
with  an  invitation  to  ftay  to  dinner,  which  I  accepted.  There  was  no  other 
company  but  herfelf  and  three  of  her  daughters,  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  L  She 
too,  faid  (he  was  very  glad  1  was  come,  for  fhe  was  going  to  Bath,  and 
fhould  have  been  forry  to  leave  Dr.  Johnfon  before  I  came.  This  feemed 
to  be  attentive  and  kind,  and  I  who  had  not  been  informed  of  any  change, 
imagined  all  to  be  as  well  as  formerly.  He  was  little  inclined  to  talk  at 
dinner,  and  went  to  fleep  after  it ;  but  when  he  joined  us  in  the  drawing-room, 
he  feemed  revived,  and  was  again  himfclf. 

Talking  of  converfation,  he  faid,  "  There  muft,  in  the  firft  place,  be 
knowledge,  there  muft  be  materials ;— in  the  fecond  place,  there  muft  be  a 
command  of  words ;— in  the  third  place,  there  muft  be  imagination,  to  place 
things  in  fuch  views  as  they  are  not  commonly  feen  in  j— and  in  the  fourth 
place,  there  muft  be  prefcnce  of  mind,  and  a  refblution  that  is  not  to  be  over- 
come by  failures ;  this  laft  is  an  eflential  requifite  $  for  want  of  it  many  people 
do  not  excel  in  converfation.  Now  /  want  it,  I  throw  up  the  game  upon 
Jofing  a  trick."  I  wondered  to  hear  him  talk  thys  of  himfelf,  and  faid, 
"  I  don't  know,  Sir,  how  this  may  be,  but  I  am  fure  you  beat  other  people's 
cards  out  of  their  hands."  I  doubt  whether  he  heard  this  remark.  While 
he  went  on  talking  triumphantly,  J  was  fixed  in  admiration,  and  faid  to 
Mrs.  Thrale,  "  O,  for  fhort-hand  to  take  this  down."— «  You'll  carry  it  all 
in  your  head,  (faid  fhe;)  a  long  head  is  as  good  as  fhort-hand." 

It  has  been  obferved  and  wondered  at,  that  Mr.  Charles  Fox  never  talked 
with  any  freedom  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  though  it  is  well  known, 
and  I  myfelf  can  witnefs,  that  his  converfation  is  various,  fluent,  and  exceed- 
ingly agreeable.  Johnfon's  experience,  however,  founded  him  in  going  on 
thus :  "  Fox  never  talks  in  private  company,  not  from  any  determination 
*u>t  to  talk,  but  .becaufe  he  has  not  the  firft  motion.  A  man  who  is  ufed 
co  the  applaufe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  has  no  toifh  for  that  of  a  private 
company.  A  man  accuftomed  to  throw  for  a  thoufand  pounds,  if  fet  down 
to  throw  for  fixpence,  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  count  his  dice.  Burke's 
.talk  is  the  ebullition  of  his  mind  5  he  does  not  talk  from  adefire  of  diftindtion, 
Jbut  becaufe  his  mind  is  full*" 

He  thus  curioufly  charafterifed  one  of  our  old  acquaintance:  "  ******** 

is  a  good  man,  Sir*  but  he  is  a  vain  man,  and  a  liar.     He,  however,  only 

Vol.  II.  K  k  k  tells 
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tells  lies  of  vanity ;  of  viftories,  for  inftance,  in  converfation  which  never 
happened."  This  alluded  to  a  ftory  which  I  had  repeated  from  that  gentleman, 
to  entertain  Johnfon  with  its  wild  bravado :  "  This  Johnfon,  Sir,  (faid  he,) 
whom  you  are  all  afraid  of,  will  fhrink  if  you  come  clofe  to  him  in  argument, 
and  roar  as  loud  as  he.  He  once  maintained  the  paradox,  that  there  is  no 
beauty  but  in  utility.  c  Sir,  (faid  I,)  what  fay  you  to  the  peacock's  tail, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  obje6ls  in  nature,  but  would  have  as  much 
utility  if  its  feathers  were  all  of  one  colour.'  He  felt  what  I  thus  produced, 
and  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  expedient,  ridicule  j  exclaiming^  €  A  peacock 
has  a  taif,  and  a  fox  has  a  tail ;'  and  then  he  burft  out  into  a  laugh,  c  Well, 
Sir,  (faid  I,  with  a  ftrong  voice,  looking  him  full  in  the  face)  you  have 
unkennelled  your  fox;  purfue  him  if  you  dare/  He  had  not  a  word  to  fay, 
Sir."    Johnfon  told  me  that  this  was  a  fi&ion  from  beginning  to  end. '. 

After  mufing  for  fome  time,  he  faid,  "  I  wonder  how  I  lhould  have  any 
enemies ;  for  I  do  harm  to  nobody  \"  Boswell.  "  In  the  firft  place,  Sir, 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  recoiled,  that  you  fet  out  with  attacking  the  Scotch ; 
fo  you  got  a  whole  nation  for  your  enemies."  Johnson.  "  Why  I  own,  that 
by  my  definition  of  oats  I  meant  to  vex  them."  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  can 
you  trace  the  caufe  of  your  antipathy  to  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  c<  I  can 
not,  Sir."  Boswell.  u  Old  Mr.  Sheridan  fays,  it  was  becaufe  they  fold 
Charles  the  Firft."  Johnson.  "  Then,  Sir,  old  Mr.  Sheridan  has  found  out 
a  very  good  reafon." 

Surely  the  moft  obftinate  and  fulky  nationality,  the  moft  determined 
averfion  to  this  great  and  good  man,  muft  be  cured,  when  he  is  feen  thus 
playing  with  one  of  his  prejudices,  of  which  he  candidly  admitted  that  he 

1  Were  I  to  infert  all  the  ftories  which  have  been  told  of  contefts  boldly  maintained  with  him, 
imaginary  vi&ories  obtained  over  him*,  of  reducing  him  to  filence,  and  of  making  him  own  that 
his  antagonifts  had  the  better  of  him  in  argument,  my  volumes  would  fweli  to  an  immoderate 
fize.  One  inftance,  1  find,  has  circulated  both  in  converfation  and  in  print;  that  when  he  would 
net  allow  the  Scotch  writers  to  have  merit,  the  late  Dr.  Rofe,  of  Chifwick,  aflerted,  that  he  could 
name  one  Scotch  writer,  who  Dr.  Johnfon  himfelf  would  allow  to  have  written  better  than  any 
man  of  the  age ;  and  upon  Johnfon's  aflcing  who  it  was,  anfwered,  "  Lord  Bute,  when  lie  figned 
the  warrant  for  your  pennon."  Upon  which  Johnfon,  ftruck  with  the  repartee,  acknowledged 
that  this  was  true.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  Johnfon,  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  if  Rofe  faid  this,  I  never 
heard  it." 

*  This  reflection  was  very  natural  in  a  man  of  a  good  heart,  who  was  not  confeious  of  any 
ill-will  to  mankind,  though  the  (harp  fayings  which  were  fometimes  produced  by  his  difcrimina* 
tion  and  vivacity,  and  which  he  perhaps  did  not  recolleft,  were,  I  am  afraid,  too  often  remembered 
with  refentment. 

could 
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could  not  tell  the  reafon.     It  was,  however,   probably  owing  to  his  having 

had  in  his  view  the  worft  part  of  the  Scottiih  nation,  the  needy  adventurers,  jEtatT?*! 

many  of  whom  he  thought  were  advanced  beyond  their  merits,  by,  means 

which  he  did  not  approve.     Had  he  in  his  early  life  been  in  Scotland,  and 

feen  the  worthy,  fenfible,  independent  gentlemen,  who  live  rationally  and  hofpi- 

tably  at  home,  he  never  could  have  entertained  fuch  unfavourable  and  unjuft 

notions  of  bfs  fellow-fubjedts.     And  accordingly  we  find,  that  when  he  did 

vifit  Scotland,  in  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  he  was  fully  fenfible  of  all  that 

it  defcrved,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  when  fpeaking  of  his  "  Journey 

to  the  Weftern  Wands/'' 

Next  day,  Saturday,  March  22,  I  found  him  (till  at  Mrs.  Thrale's,  but  he 
told  me  that  he  was  to  go  to  his  own  houfe  in  the  afternoon.  He  was  better, 
but  I  perceived  he  was  but  an  unruly  patient,  for  Dr.  Pepys,  who  vtfited 
him,  while  I  was  with  him  faid,  "  If  you  were  tradable.  Sir,  I  fhould  prefcribc 
for  you." 

I  related  to  him  a  remark  which  a  refpe&able  friend  had  made  to  me, 
upon  the  then  ftate  of  Government,  when  thofe  who  had  been  long  in 
oppofition  had  attained  to  power,  it  was  fuppofed  againft  the  inclination  of 
the  Sovereign.  <c  You  need  not  be  uneafy  (faid  this  gentleman)  about  the 
King.  He  laughs  at  them  all;  he  plays  them  one  againft  another." 
Johnson.  "  Don't  think  fo,  Sir.  The  King  is  as  much  oppreflcd  as  a  man 
can  be.     If  he  plays  them  one  againft  another  he  wins  nothing." 

I  had  paid  a  vifit  to  General  Oglethorpe  in  the.  morning,  and  was  told  by 
him  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faw  company  on  Saturday  evenings,  and  he  would  meet 
me  at  Johnfon's,  that  night.  When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon,  not 
doubting  that  it  would  pleafe  him,  as  he  had  a  great  value  for  Oglethorpe, 
the  fretfulnefe  of  his  difeafe  unexpectedly  (hewed  itfelf ;  his  anger  fuddenly 
kindled,  and  he  faid,  with  vehemence,  "  Did  not  you  tell  him  not  to  come  ? 
Am  I  to  be  hunted  in  this  manner  ?"  I  fatisfied  him  that  I  could  not  divine 
that  the  vifit  would  not  be  convenient,  and  that  I  certainly  could  not  take  it 
upon  me  of  my  own  accord,  to  forbid  the  General. 

I  found  Dr.  Johnfon  in  the  evening  in  Mrs.  Williams's  room,  at  tea  and 
coffee  with  her  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  were  alfo  both  ill ;  it  was  a  fad 
fcene,  and  he  was  not  in  a  very  good  humour.  He  faid  of  a  performance  that 
had  lately  come  out,  "  Sir,  if  you  Ihould  fearch  all  the  mad-houfes  in 
England,  you  would  not  find  ten  men  who  would  write  fo,  and  think  it 
fcnfe," 

K  k  k  2  I  was 
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I  was  glad  when  General  Oglethorpe's  arrival  was  announced ;  and  we  left 
the  ladies.  Dr.  Johnfon  attended  him  in  the  parlour,  and  was  as  courteous 
as  ever.  The  General  faid  he  was  bufy  reading  the  writers  of  the  middle 
age.  Johnfon  faid  they  were  Very  curious.  Oglethorpe.  "  The  Houfe  of 
Commons  has  ufurped  the  power  of  the  nation's  money,  and  ufed  it  tyranni- 
cally. Government  is  now  carried  on  by  corrupt  influence,  inftead  of  the 
inherent  right  in  the  King."  Johnson.  cc  Sir,  the  want  of  inherent  right  in, 
the  King  occafions  all  this  difturbance.  What  we  did  at  the  Revolution  was 
fteceflary :  but  it  broke  our  conftitution  V  Oglethorpe.  "  My  father  did 
not  think  it  neceflary." 

On  Sunday,  March  23,  I  breakfafted  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  feemed  much 
relieved,  having  taken  opium  the  night  before.  He  however  protefted  againfl 
it,  as  a  remedy  that  fhould  be  given  with  the  utmoft  relu&ance,  and  only  in. 
extreme  neceffity.  I  mentioned  how  commonly  it  was  ufed  in  Turkey,  and 
therefore  it  could  not  be  fo  pernicious  as  he  apprehended.  He  grew  warm> 
and  faid, <c  Turks  take  opium,  and  Chriftians  take  opium  -,  but  RuiTel,  in  his 
account  of  Aleppo,  tells  us,  that  it  is  as  difgraceful  in  Turkey  to  take  too  much 
opium,  as  it  is  with  us  to  get  drunk.  Sir,  it  is  amazing  how  things  are 
exaggerated.  A  gentleman  was  lately  telling  in  a  company  where  I  was. 
prefent,  that  in  France,  as  foon  as  a  man  of  fafhron  marries,  he  takes  an 
opera  girl  into  keeping  s  and  this  he  mentioned  as  a  general  cuftom.  Pray,. 
Sir,  (faid  I,)  how  many  opera  girls  may  there  be  ?  He  anfwered,  c  About 
fourfcore/  Well  then,  Sir,  (laid  I,)  you  fee  there  can  be  no  more  than  four- 
fcore  men  of  fafhion  who  can  do  this*" 

Mrs.  Defmoulins  made  tea;  and  Ihe  and  I  talked  before  him  upon  a. 
topick  which  he  had  once  borne  patiently  from 'me,  when  we  were  by  our- 
felves— his  not  complaining  of  the  world>  becaufe  he  was  not  called  to  fome 
great  office,  nor  had  attained  to  great  wealth.  He  flew  into  a  violent  paflion, 
I  confefs  with  fome  juftice,  and  commanded  us  to  have  doae.  "  Nobody 
(faid  he)  has  a  right  to  talk  in  this  manner,  to  bring  before  a  man  his  own 
character,  and  the  events  of  his  life,  when  he  does  not  choofe-  it  fhould  be 
done.     I  never  have  fought  the  world  s  the  world  was  not  to  feek  me.     It  is 

•  I  have,  in  my  c*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  fully  exprefled  my  fentiroents  upon 
this  fubjeft.  The  Revolution  was  neceffary%  but  not  a  fubjecl  for  glory ;  becaufe  k  for  a  long 
time  blafted  the  generous  feelings  of  Loyalty.  And  now,  when  by  the  benignant  eiFecl  of  time 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  are  eftablilhcd  in  our  affedkns%  how  unwife  is  it  to  revive  by  celebrations 
the  memory  of  a  (hock,  which  it  would  furely  have  been  better  that  our  conftitution  had  not 
required. 

2  .  rather 
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lather  wonderful  that  fo  much  has  been  done  for  me.    All  die  complaints 

which  at  made  of  the  world  are  unjuft.     I  never  knew  a  man  of  merit  jSaT?*. 

negle&ed.     It  was  generally  by  his  own  fault  that  he  failed  of  fuccefs.     A 

man  may  hide  his  head  in  a  hole.     He  may  go  into  the  country,  and  publifh 

a  book  now  and  then*  which  nobody  reads,  and  then  complain  he  is  negle&ed. 

There  is  no  reafoh  why  any  perfon  lhould  exert  himfetf  for  a  man  who  hat 

written  a  good  book.     He  has  not  written  it  for  any  individual.    I  may  as 

well  make  a  prefent  to  the  port-man  who  brings  me  a  letter.    When  patronage 

was  limited,  an  authour  expelled  to  find  a  Mecaenas,  and  complained  if  he 

did  not  find  one.     Why  fhould  he  complain  ?     This  Mecasnas  has  others  as 

good  as  he,  or  others  who  have  got  the  ftart  of  him."    Boswelu*  €€  But 

furcly,  Sir,  you  will  allow  that  there  are  many  men  of  merit  at  the  bar  who 

never  get  pra&ice."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you. are  fiire  that  pra&ice  is  got  from 

an  opinion  that  the  perfon  employed  deferves  it  heft;  fo  that  if  a  man  of 

merit  at  the  bar  does  not  get  praftice,  it  is  from  errour,  not  from  injuftice. 

He  is  not  negle&ed.     A  horfe  that  is  brought  to  market  may  not  be  bought, 

though  he  is  a  very  good  horfe :   but  that  is  from  ignorance,   not  from 

intention." 

There  was  in  this  difcourfe  much  novelty,  ingenuity,  and  difcrimination, 
ftich  as  is  feldom  to  be  found.  Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  men  of 
merit,  who  have  no  fuccefs  in  life,  may  be  forgiven  for  lamenting^  if  they  are 
not  allowed  to  complain.  They  may  confider  it  as  bard  that  their  merit 
fhould  not  have  its  fuitable  diftinttion.  If  there  is  no  internal  injuftice  towards 
them  on  the  part  of  the  world,  becaufe  their  merit  has  not  been  perceived, 
they  may  repine  againft  fortune,  or  fatey  or  by  whatever  name  they  choofe  to 
call  the  fuppofed  mythological  power  of  Dejtiny.  It  has,  however,  occurred 
to  me,  as  a  confolatory  thought,  that  men  of  merit  lhould  confider  thus  :«— • 
How  much  harder  would  it  be  if  the  fame  men  had  both  all  the  merit  and 
all  the  profperity  ?  Would  not  this  be  a  miferable  diftribution  for  the  poor 
dunces  ?  Would  men  of  merit  exchange  their  intellectual  fuperiority,  and 
die  enjoyments  arifing  from  it,  for  external  diftin&ion,  and  the  pleafures  of 
wealth  ?  If  they  would  not,  let  them  not  envy  others,  who  are  poor  where 
they  are  rich,  a  compenfation  which  is  made  to  them.  Let  them  look 
inwards  and  be'fatisfied ;  recollecting  with  confeious  pride  what  Virgil  finely 
feysof  the  Corycius  Senex,  and  which  I  have,  in,  another  place  4,  with  truthr 
and  fincerity  applied  to  Mr.  Burke :  ' 

"  Regum  *quabat  opes  animis" 

♦  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scotland  againft  the  Attempt  to  diminifh  tbe  Number  of  the  Lords  of 
Seffion*    1785. 

On 
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On  the  fubjeft  of  the  right  employment  of  wealth,  Johnfon  obferved,  «  A 
man  cannot  make  a  bad  ufe  of  his  money,  fo  far  as  regards  Society,  if  he 
does  jiot  hoard  it.  For  if  he  either  fpends  it  or  lends  it  out,  Society  has  the 
benefit.  It  is  in  general  better  to  fpend  money  than  to  give  it  away ;  for 
induftry  is  more  promoted  by  fpending  money,  than  by  giving  it  away.  A 
man  who  fpends  his  money  is  fore  he  is  doing  good  with  it :  he  is  not  lb  fure 
when  he  gives  it  away.  A  man  who  fpends  ten  thoufand  a  year  will  do  more 
good  than  a  man  who  fpends  two  thoufand  and  gives  away  eight." 

In  the  .evening  I  came  to  him  again.  He  was  rather  fretful  from  his 
illnefs.  A  gentleman  afked  him,  whether  he  had  been  abroad  to-day* 
€C  Don't  talk  fo  childidly,  (faid  he).  You  may  as  well  alk  if  I  hanged  my- 
felf  to-day."  I  mentioned  politicks.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I'd  as  foon  have  a 
man  to  break  my  bones  as  talk  to  me  of  publick  affairs,  internal  or  external. 
I  have  lived  to  fee  things  all  as  bad  as  they  can  be." 

Having  mentioned  his  friend  the  fecond  Lord  Southwell,  he  (aid,  cc  JLord 
Southwell  was  the  higheft  bred  man  without  infblence  that  I  ever  was  in  com- 
pany with  i  the  moft  qualified  I  ever  faw.  Lord  Orrery  was  not  dignified : 
Lord  Chefterfield  was,  but  he  was  infolent.  Lord  *********  is  a  man  of 
coarfe  manners,  but  a  man  of  abilities  and  information.  I  don't  fay  he  is  a 
man  I  would  fet  at  the  head  of  a  nation,  though  perhaps  he  may  be  as  good 
as  the  next  Prime  Minifter  that  comes.     But  he  is  a  man  to  be  at  the  head 

4 

of  a  Club ;— I  don't  fay  our  Club  ;— for  there's  no  fuch  Club."  Boswell. 
«  But,  Sir,  was  not  he  once  a  faftious  man  ?"  Johnson.  <c  O  yes,  Sir ;  as 
faftious  a  fellow  as  could  be  found :  one  who  was  for  finking  us  all  into  the 
mob."  Boswell.  "  How  then,  Sir,  did  he  get  into  favour  with  the  King?" 
Johnson.  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  he  promifed  the  King  to  do  whatever 
the  King  pleafed." 

He  faid,  "  Goldfmith's  blundering  fpeech  to  "Lord  Shelburne,  which  has 
been  fo  often  mentioned,  and. which  he  really  did  make  to  Mm,  was  only  a 
blunder  in  emphafis  :— c  I  wonder  they  fhould  call  your  Lordfhip  Mdagriday 
for  Malagrida  was  a  very  good  man  5  —  meant,  I  wonder  they  fhould  ufe 
Malagrida  as  a  term  of  reproach." 

Soon  after  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  by  means  of  one  of 
his  friends,  a  proof  that  his  talents,  as  well  as  his  obliging  fervice  to  authours, 
were  ready  as  ever.  He  had  revifed  <c  The  Village,"  an  admirable  poem, 
by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Crabbe.  Its  fentiments  as  to  the  falfe  notions  of  ruftick 
happinefs  and  ruftick  virtue,  were  quite  congenial  with  his  own ;  and  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  not  only  to  fuggeft  flight  corrections  and  variations,  but  to 

3  furnifh 
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ftirnifli  fome  lines,  when  he  thought  he  could  give  the  writer's  meaning  better 
than  in  the  words  of  the  manufcript 5. 

On  Sunday,  March  30,  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  evening,  and  had  the 
pleafure  to  meet  with  Dr.  Brocklefby,  whofe  reading,  and  knowledge  of  life, 
and  good  Ipirits,  fupply  him  with  a  never-failing  fource  of  converfation. 
He  mentioned  a  refpeftable  gentleman,  who  became  extremely  penurious 
near  the  clofe  of  his  life.  Johnfon  faid  there  muft  have  been  a  degree  of 
madnefs  about  him.  "  Not  at  all  Sir,  (faid  Dr.  Brocklelby,)  his  judgement 
was  entire."  Unluckily,  however,  he  mentioned  that  although  he  had  a 
fortune  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds,  he  denied  himfelf  many  comforts, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  he  could  not  afford  them.  cc  Nay,  Sir,  (cried 
Johnfon,)  when  the  judgement  is  fo  difturbed  that  a  man  cannot  count,  that 
is  pretty  well." 

I  fhall  here  infert  a  few  of  Johnfon's  fayings,  without  the  formality  of  dates, 
as  they  have  no  reference  to  any  particular  time  or  place. 

"  The  more  a  man  extends  and  varies  his  acquaintance  the  better."    This, 
however,  was  meant  with  a  juft  reftrittion;  for,  he  on  another  occafion  laid 
to  me,  "  Sir,  a  man  may  be  fo  much  of  every  thing,  that  he  is  nothing  of 
any  thing." 

"  Railing  the  wages  of  day-labourers  is  wrong ;  for  it  does  not  make  them 
live  better,  but  only  makes  them  idler,  and  idleness  is  a  very  bad  thing  for 
human  nature." 

5  I  (hall  give  an  inftance,  marking  the  original  by  Roman,  and  Johnfon *s  fubftitution  in  Italick. 
characters ; 

In  fairer  fcenes,  where  peaceful  pleafures  fpring, 

Tityrus,  the  pride  of  Mantuan  fwains,  might  fmg : 

But  charm'd  by  him,  or  f mitten  with  his  views, 
"  Shall  modem  poets  court  the  Mantuan  mufe  ? 
g€  From  Truth  and  Nature  fhall  we  widely  ftray, 
"  Where  Fancy  leads,  or  Virgil  led  the  way  ?" 

"  On  Mineio's  banks  >  in  Cdfar's  bounteous  reign, 

If  Tityrus  found  the  golden  age  again  % 

Muftfleepy  bards  the  flattering  dream  prolong, 

Mecbanick  echos  of  the  Mantuan  fong  ? 
**  From  Truth  and  Nature  fhall  we  widely  Jlray, 
"  Where  Virgil,  not  where  Fancy,  leads  the  way**- 

Here  we  find  Johnfon's  poetical  and  critical  powers  undiminifhed.  t  muft,  however,  obferve, 
that  the  aids  he  gave  to  this  poem,  as  to  "  The  Traveller"  and  "  Deferted  Village"  of 
Goldfmith,  were  fo  fmall  aa  by  no  means  to  impair  the  diftinguifhed  merit  of  the  authour. 

u  it 
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1785.         <c  It  is  a  very  good  cuitom  to  keep  a  journal  for  a  man's  own  ufe ;  he  may 

]gt~£    "   write  upon  a  card  a  day  all  that  is  neceflary  to  be  written,  after  he  has 

had  experience  of  life.     At  firft  there  is'  a  great  deal  to  be  written,  becaufe 

there  is  a  great  deal  of  novelty.    But  when  once  a  man  has  fetded  his  opinions, 

there  is  feldom  mucll  to  be  let  down." 

4€  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  the  journal  which  we  fee  Swift  kept  in 
London,  for  it  contains  flight  topicks,  and  it  might  foon  be  written/' 

I  praifed  the  accuracy  of  an  account  book  of  a  private  perfon  whom  I 
mentioned.  Johnson.  <c  Keeping  accounts,  Sir,  is  of  no  ufe  when  a  man 
is  fpending  his  own  money,  and  has  nobody  to  whom  he  is  to  account. 
You  won't  eat  lefs  beef  to-day,  becaufe  you  have  written  down  what  it  coft 
yefterday."  I  mentioned  a  lady  who  thought  as  he  did,  fo  that  her  hu/band 
could  not  get  her  -  to  keep  an  account  of  the  expence  of  the  family,  as  fhe 
thought  it  enough  that  (he  never  exceeded  the  fum  allowed  her.  Johnson. 
<c  Sir,  it  is  fit  fhe  fhould  keep  an  account,  becaufe  Her  hu/band  wifhes  its  but 
I  do  not  fee  its  ufe/9  I  maintained  that  keeping  an  account  has  this 
advantage,  that  it  fatisfies  a  man  that  his  money  has  not  been  loft  or  ftolen, 
which  he  might  fbmerimes  be  apt  to  imagine,  were  there  no  written  ftate 
of  his  expence  i  and  befides,  a  calculation  of  oeconomy  fb  as  not  to  exceed  one's 
income,  cannot  be  made  without  a  view  of  the  different  articles  in  figures, 
that  one  may  fee  how  to  retrench  in  fbme  particulars  lefs  neceflary  than  others. 
This  he  did  not  attempt  to  anfwer. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  of  ours,  whofe  narratives,  which  abounded  in 
€urious  and  interefting  topicks,  were  unhappily  found  to  be  very  fabulous ;  I 
mentioned  Lord  Mansfield's  having  iaid  to  me,  "  Suppofe  we  believe  one  half 
of  what  he  tells."  Johnson.  "  Aye;  but  we  don't  know  which  half  to 
believe.  By  his  lying  we  lofe  not  only  our  reverence  for  him,  but  all  comfort 
in  his  converfation."  Boswell.  «  May  we  not  take  it  as  amufing  fi&ion?" 
Johnson.  «  Sir,  the  misfortune  is,  that  you  will  infenfibly  believe  as  much 
of  it  as  you  incline." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  notwithftanding  their  congeniality  in  politicks,  he 
never  was  acquainted  with  a  late  eminent  noble  judge,  whom  I  have  heard 
fpeak  of  him  as  a  writer,  with  great  refpeft.  Johnfon,  I  know  not  upon  what 
degree  of  inveftigation,  entertained  no  exalted  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  intel- 
ledhial  character.  Talking  of  him  to  me  one  day,  he  faid,  "  It  is  wonderful, 
Sir,  with  how  little*  real  fuperiority  of  mind  men  can  make  an  eminent  figure 
in  piiblidt  life."  He  expreffed  Jiimfelf  to  the  fame  purpofe  concerning 
another  law  Lord,  who,  it  feems>  once  took  a  fancy  to  aflbciate  with  the  wits 

of 
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of  London;  but  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  thatFoote  faid,  "  What  can  he  mean  1783. 
by  coming  among  us  ?  He  is  not  only  dull  himfelf,  but  the  caufe  of  dullnefs^  ^JfTT^ 
in  others/'  Trying  him  by  the  teft  of  his  colloquial  powers,  Johnfon  had 
found  him  very  ciefe&ive.  He  once  faid  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  «  This 
man  now  has  been  ten  years  about  town,  and  has  made  nothing  of  itj" 
meaning  as  a  companion  6.  He  faid  to  me,  "  I  never  heard  any  thing  from 
him  in  company  that  was  at  all  ftriking ;  and  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  it  is  when 
you  come  clofe  to  a  man  in  converfation,  that  you  difcover  what  his  real 
abilities  are ;  to  make  a  fpeech  in  a  publick  aflembly  is  a  knack.  Now  I 
honour  Thurlow,  Sirs  Thurlow  is  a  fine  fellow*  he  fairly  puts  his  mind  to 
yours." 

After  repeating  to  him  fome  of  his  pointed  lively  layings,  I  faid,  "  It  is 
a  pity,  Sir,  you  don't  always  remember  your  own  good  things,  that  you  may 
have  a  laugh  when  you  will."  Johnson.  c<  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  better  that  I 
forget  them,  that  I  may  be  reminded  of  them  and  have  a  laugh  brought  to 
my  recollettion." 

When  I  recalled  his  having  faid  as  we  failed  upon  Lochlomond,  cc  That  if 
he  wore  any  thing  fine,  it  fhould  be  very  fine;"  I  obferved  that  all  his 
thoughts  were  upon  a  great  fcale.  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  every 
man  will  have  as  fine  a  thing  as  he  can  get;  as  a  large  diamond  for  his  ring." 
Boswell.  "  Pardon  me,  Sir*  a  man  of  a  narrow  mind  will  not  think  of  it^ 
a  flight  trinket  will  fatisfy  him, 

c  Nee  Jufferre  queat  majoris  fondera  gemma" 
* 

I  told  him  I  fhoujd  fend  him  fbme  ,cc  Eflays"  which  I  had  written,  which  I 
hoped  he  would ,  be  fo  good  as  to  read,  and  pick  out  the  good  ones* 
Johnson.  cc  Nay,  Sir,  fend  me  only  the  good  ones  j  don't  make  me  pick 
them." 

On  ThurfiJay,  April  10,  I  introduced  to  him,  at  his  houfe  in  Bolt-court, 
the  Honourable  and  Reverend  William  Stuart,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute;  a 
gendeman  truly  worthy  of  being  known  to  Johnfon,  being,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  high  birth,  learning,  travel,  and  elegant  manners,  an  exemplary 
parifh  prieft  in  every  refpedt. 

*  Knowing  as  well  as  I  do,  what  precifion  and  elegance  of  oratory  his  Lordfhip  can  difplay, 
I  cannot  but  fufpeft  that  his  unfavourable  appearance  in  a  focial  circle,  which  drew  fach  animad- 
verfions  upon  him,  muft  be  owing  to  a  cold  affectation  of  confequence,  from  being  referred  and 
ftiflp.  If  it  be  fo,  and  he  might  be  an  agreeable  man  if  he  would,  we  cannot  be  forry  that  he 
mifles  his  aim. 

Vol.  II.  L  1  I  After 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

After  fome  compliments  on  both  fides,  the  tour  which  johnfon  and  I  had 
made  to  the  Plebrides  was  mentioned.-±-JoHNsoN.  cc  I  got  an  acquifition  of 
more  ideas  by  it  than  by  any  thing  that  I  remember.     I  faw  quite  a  different 
fyftem  of  life-"     Boswell.  "  You  would  not  like  to  make  the  fame  journey 
again."     Johnson.    "Why  no,   Sfr*    not   the  fame:    it  is   a  tale   told. 
Graving  an  Italian  critick,   obferves,  that  every  man  defires  to  fee  that  of 
which  he  has  read  ;  but  no  man  defires  to  read   an  account  of  what  he  has 
feen.      So  much  does  defcription  fall  fhort  of  reality.      Defcription  only 
excites  curiofity:    feeing   fatisfies  it.      Other  people  may  go  and  fee  the 
Hebrides."     Boswell.  "  I  fhould  wifli  to  go  and  fee  fome  country  totally 
different  from  what  I  have  been  ufed  to ;  fuch  as  Turkey,  where  religion  and 
eyery  thing  elfe  are  different."     Johnson.  cc  Yes,  Sir;  there  are  two  obje£b  , 
of  curiofity — the  Chriftian  world  and  the  Mahometan  world.     All  the  reft 
may  be  cortfidered  as  barbarous."     Boswell.  cc  Pray,  Sir,  is  the  c  Turkifh 
Spy'  a  genuine  book  ?"     Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.     Mrs.  Manley,  in  her  Life, 
lays,  that  her  father  wrote  the  two  firft  volumes.      And  in  another  book, 
*  Dunton's  Life  and  Errours,'    we  find  that  the  reft  was   written  by  one 
Saulty  at  two  guineas  a  fheet,  under  the  direftion  of  Dr.  Midgeley." 

Boswell.  "  This  has  been  a  very  factious  reign,  owing  to  the  too  great 
indulgence  of  Government."  Johnson.  cc  /  think  fo,  Sir.  What  at  firft 
was  lenity,  grew  timidity.  Yet  this  is  reafoning  h  pofteriori,  and  may  not 
be  juft  Suppofing  a  few  had  at  firft  been  punifhed,  I  believe  fadtion 
would  have  been  crufhed ;  but  it  might  have  been  faid*  that  it  was  a  fan- 
guinary  reign.  A  man  cannot  tell  a  priori  what  will  be  beft  for  Government 
to  do.  This  reign  has  been  very  unfortunate.  We  have  had  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  war ;  but  that  does  not  prove  that  we  have  been  ill  governed.  One 
fide  or  other  muft  prevail  in  war,  as  one  or  other  muft  win  at  play.  When 
we  beat  Louis,  we  were  not  better  governed  5  nor  were  the  French  better 
governed  when  Louis  beat  us." 

On  Saturday,  April  1 2,  I  vifited  him,  in  company  with  Mr.  Windham, 
of  Norfolk,  whom,  though  a  Whig,  he  highly  valued.  One  of  the  beft 
things  he  ever  faid  was  to  this  gentleman;  who,  before  he  fet  out  for  Ireland 
as  Secretary  to  Lord  Northington,  when  Lord  Lieutenant,  expreffed  to  the 
Sage  fome  modeft  and  virtuous  doubts,  whether  he  could  bring  himfelf  to 
pra&ife  thofe  arts  which  it  is  fuppofed  a  perfon  in  that  fituation  has  occafion 
to  employ.  «  Don't  be  afraid,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,  with  a  pleafant  fmile,) 
you  will  foon  make  a  very  pretty  rafcaJL" 

«  He 
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He  talked  to-day  a  good  deal  of  the  wonderful  extent  and  variety  of  London,      1785. 
and  obferved,  that  men  of  curious  enquiry  might  fee  in  it  fuch  modes  of  life    i^  7* 
as  very  few  could  even  imagine.     He  in  particular  recommended  to  us  to 
explore  JVapping>  which  we  refolved  to  do,  and  certainly  fhall. 

Mr.  Lowe  the  painter,  who  was  with  him,  was  very  much  diftrefled  that  a 
large  pidture  which  he  had  painted  was  refufed  to  be  received  into  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  Royal  Academy.  Mrs.  Thrale  knew  Johnfon's  chara&er  fb 
fuperficially,  as  to  reprefent  him  as  unwilling  to  do  fmall  afts  of  benevolence  j 
and  mentions,  in  particular,  that  he  would  hardly  take  the  trouble  to  write  a 
letter  in  favour  of  his  friends.  The  truth,  however,  is,  that  he  was  remark- 
able, in  an  extraordinary  degree,  for  what  fhe  denies  to  him  \  and,  above  all, 
for  this  very  fort  of  kindnefs,  writing  letters  for  thofe  to  whom  his  felicitations 
might  be  of  fervice.  He  now  gave  Mr.  Lowe  the  following,  of  which  I 
was  diligent  enough,  with  his  permiflion,  to  take  copies  at  the  next  coffee- 
houfe,  while  Mr.  Windham  was  fo  good  as  to  ftay  by  me. 

To  Sir  Joshua  Rernolds. 
«  Sir, 

<c  Mr.  Lowe  confiders  himfelf  as  cut  off  from  all  credit  and  all 
hope,  by  the  rejedtion  of  his  pi&ure  from  the  Exhibition.  Upon  this  work 
he  has  exhaijfted  all  his  powers,  and  fulpended  all  his  expectations :  and 
certainly,  to  be  refufed  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  publick, 
is  in  itfelf  a  very  great  hardfhip.     It  is  to  be  condemned  without  a  trial. 

<c  If  you  could  procure  the  revocation  of  this  incapacitating  edi£t,  you 
would  deliver  an  unhappy  man  from  great  affliftion.  The  Council  has  fbme- 
times  reverfed  its  own  determination ;  and  I  hope,  that  by  your  interpofition 
this  lucklefs  pi&ure  may  be  got  admitted.     1  am,  &c. 

"April  12,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mr.  Barrv. 
"  Sir, 

"  Mr.  Lowe's  exclufion  from  the  Exhibition  gives'  him  more 
trouble  than  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Council  could  imagine  or 
intend.  He  confiders  difgrace  and  ruin  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  your 
determination. 

"  He  fays,  that  feme  pictures  have  been  received  after  rejeftion ;  and  if 
there  be  any  fuch  precedent,  I  earneftly  intreat  that  you  will  ufe  your  interefl 

L  1  1  2  in 
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1783.     in  his  favour.    Of  his  work,  I  can  fay  nothing:   I  pretend  not  to  judge  of 

^^Cnt  P^^g  >  ^  t^s  P^re  *  never  **w :  but  *  conceive  it  extremely  hard  to 
fhut  out  any  man  from  the  poflibility  of  fuccefs ;  and  therefore  I  repeat  my 
requeft  that  you  will  propofe  the  re-confideration  of  Mr.  Lowe's  cafe ;  and 
if  there  be  any  among  the  Council  with  whom  my  name  can  have  any 
weight,  be  pleafed  to  communicate  to  them  the  defire  o£  Sir, 

c<  Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
"  April i2,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Such  interceflion  was  too  powerful  to  be  refilled,  and  Mr.  Lowe's  per- 
formance was  admitted  at  Somerfet-houfe.  The  fubjedt,  as  I  recoiled,  was 
the  Deluge,  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  water  was  verging  to  the  top  of 
the  laft  uncovered  mountain.  Near  to  the  {pot  was  feen  the  laft  of  the 
antediluvian  race,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  were  faved  in  the  ark  of  Noah. 
This  was  one  of  thofe  giants,  then  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  who  had 
ftill  ftrength  to  fwim,  and  with  one  of  his  hands  held  aloft  his  infant  child. 
Upon  the  fmall  remaining  dry  fpot  appeared  a  famifhed  lion,  ready  to  lpring 
at  the  child  and  devour  it.  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  that  Johnfon  faid  to  him, 
"  Sir,  yonr  pifture  is  noble  and  probable." — "  A  compliment,  indeed,  (faid 
Mr.  Lowe,)  from  a  man  who  cannot  lie,  and  cannot  be  miftaken." 

About  diis  time  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  mentioning  bis  bad  health, 
and  that  he  intended  a  vifit  to  Lichfield.  "It  is  (fays  he)  with  no  great 
expe&ation  of  amendment  that  I  make  every  year  a  journey  into  the  country* 
but  it  is  pleafant  to  vifit  thofe  whofe  kindnefs  has  been  often  experienced." 

On  April  18,  (being  Good-Friday,)  I  found  him  at  breakfaft,  in  his  ufual 
manner  upon  that  day,  drinking  tea  without  milk,  and  eating  a  erofs-bun 
to  prevent  faintnefsj  we  went  to  St.  Clement's  church,  as  formerly.  When 
we  came  home  from  church  he  placed  himfelf  on  one  of  the  ftone  feats  at  his 
garden- door,  and  I  took  the  other,  and  thus  in  the  open  air  and  in  a  placid 
frame,  he  talked  away  very  eafily.  Johnson.  "  Were  I  a  country  gentleman, 
I  fhould  not  be  very  holpitable,  I  fhould  not  have  crowds  in  my  houfe." 
Bos  well.  "Sir  Alexander  Dick  tells  me,  that,  he  remembers  having  a 
thoufand  people  in  a  year  to  dine  at  his  houfe ;  that  is  reckoning  each  perfon 
one  each  time  that  he  dined  there."  Johnson.  "  That,  Sir,  is  about  three 
a  day."  Boswell.  "  How  your  ftatement  lefiens  the  idea."  Johnson* 
"  That,  Sir,  is  the  good  of  counting.  It  brings  every  thing  to  a  certainty 
which   before    floated   in  the  mind  indefinitely,"     Boswell.  "  But   Omne 

ignotum 
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ignotum  pro  magnifico  eft.  One  is  forry  to  have  this  diminifhed."  Johnson. 
«  Sir,  you  fhould  not  allow  yourfelf  to  be  delighted  with  errour."  Boswell. 
"  Three  a  day  feem  but  few."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  he  who  entertains 
three  a  day  does  very  liberally.  And  if  there  is  a  large  family  the  poor 
entertain  thofe  three,  for  they  eat  what  the  poor  would  get  -,  there  muft  be 
fuperfluous  meat;  it  muft  be  given  to  the  poor,  or  thrown  out/'  Boswell. 
"  I  obferve  in  London,  that  the  poor  go  about  and  gather  bones^  which  I 
underftand  are  manufactured.  Joh;son.  "Yes,  Sir;  they  boil  them,  and 
extradt  a  greafe  from  them  for  greafing  wheels  and  other  purpofes.  Of  the 
beft  pieces  they  make  a  mock  ivory,  which  is  ufed  for  hafts  to  knives,  and 
various  other  things.  The  coarfer  pieces  they  burn  and  pound  them,  and 
fell  the  afhes."  Boswell.  "For  what  purpofe,  Sir?"  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  for  making  a  furnace  for  the  chymifts  for  melting  iron.  A  pafte  made 
of  burnt  bones  will  ftand  a  ftronger  heat  than  any  thing  elfe.  Confider,  Sir, 
if  you  are  to  melt  iron,  you  cannot  line  your  pot  with  brafs,  becaufe  it  is 
fbfter  than  iron  and  would  melt  looner  *  nor  with  iron,  for  though  malleable 
iron  is  harder  than  caft  iron,  yet  it  would  not  do;  but  a  pafte  of  burnt  bones 
will  not  melt."  Boswell.  "  Do  you  know,  Sir,  I  have  difcovered  a  ma- 
nufadture  to  a  great  extent,  of  what  you  ohly  piddle  at — fcraping  ancl  drying 
the  peel  of  oranges.  At  a  place  in  Newgate-ftreet,  there  is  a  prodigious 
quantity  done,  which  they  fell  to  the  diftillers."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  believe 
they  make  a  higher  thing  out  of  them  than  a  fpirit;  they  make  what  is  called 
orange-  butter,  the  oil  of  the  orange  infpiffated,  which  they  mix  perhaps  with 
common  pomatum,  and  make  it  fragrant.  The  oil  does  not  fly  off  in  the 
drying." 

Boswell.  "  I  wifh  to  have  a  good  walled  garden."  Johnson.  "  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  worth  the  expence  to  you.  We  compute  in  England,  a 
park- wall  at  a  thoufand  pounds  a  mile;  now  a  garden- wall  muft  coft  at  leaft 
as  much.  You  intend  your  trees  fhould  grow  higher  than  a  deer  will  leap. 
Now  let  us  fee — for  a  hundred  pounds  you  could  only  have  forty-four  fquare 
yards,  which  is  very  litde ;  for  t^o  hundred  pounds,  you  may  have  eighty-four 
fquare  yards,  which  is  very  well.  But  when  will  you  get  the  value  of  two 
hundred  pounds  of  walls  in  your  climate  ?  No,  Sir,  fuch  contention  with  , 
nature  is  not  worth  while.  I  would  plant  an  orchard,  and  have  plenty  of 
fuch  fruit  as  ripen  well  in  your  country.  My  friend*  Dr.  Madan,  of  Ireland, 
{aid,  that  in  an  orchard  there  fhould  be  enough  to  eat,  enough  to  lay  up, 
enough  to  be  ftolen,  and  enough  to  rot  upon  the  ground.  Cherries  are  an 
early  fruit,  you  .may  have  them;  and  you  may  have  the  early  apples  and 

i  pears." 
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!783-  pears."  Boswell.  "We  cannot  have  nonpareils."  Johnson.  "Sir,  you 
JEm.  74.  can  no  rnore  have  nonpareils  than  you  can  have  grapes."  Boswell.  "  Wc 
have  them,  Sir;  but  they  are  very  bad."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  never  try 
to  have  a  thing  merely  to  fhew  that  you  cannot  have  it  For  ground  that 
would  let  for  forty  fhillings  you  may  have  a  large  orchard ;  and  you  fee  it 
cofts  you  only  forty  fhillings.  Nay,  you  may  graze  the  ground  when  the 
trees  are  grown  up,  you  cannot  while  they  are  young."  Boswell.  "  Is  not 
a  good  garden  a  very  common  thing  in  England,  Sir?"  Johnson.  "Not 
fo  common,  Sir,  as  you  imagine.  In  Lincolnlhire  there  is  hardly  an  orchard; 
in  Staffbrdfhire  very  little  fruit."  Boswell.  "  Has  Langton  no  orchard  ?" 
Johnson.  "No,  Sir."  Boswell.  "How  fo,  Sir?"  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  from  the  general  negligence  of  the  county.  He  has  it  not,  becaufe 
nobody  elfe  has  it."  Boswell.  "  A  hot-houfe  is  a  certain  tiling;  I  may  have 
that."  Johnson.  "  A  hot-houfe  is  pretty  certain  j  but  you  muft  firft  build 
it,  then  you  muft  keep  fires  in  it,  and  you  muft  have  a  gardener  to  take  care 
of  it."  Boswell.  "  But  if  I  have  a  gardener  at  any  rate."  Johnson. 
"Why,  yes."  Boswell.  "I'd  have  it  near  my  houfe;  there  is  no  need 
to  have  it  in  the  orchard."  Johnson.  Yes,  I'd  have  it  near  my  houfe— 
I  would  plant  a  great  many  currants ;  the  fruit  is  good,  and  they  make  a 
pretty  fweetmeat." 

I  record  this  minute  detail,  which  ibme  may  think  trifling,  in  order  to  fhew 
clearly  how  this  great  man,  whofe  mind  could  grafp  fuch  large  and  extenfive 
f~ubje£ts  as  he  has  fhewn  in  his  literary  labours,  was  yet  well-informed  in  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  and  loved  to  illuftrate  them. 

Mr.  Walker,  the  celebrated  matter  of  elocution  came,  and  then  we  went 
up  flairs  into  the  ftudy.  I  afked  him  if  he  had  taught  many  clergymen. 
Johnson.  "  I  hope  not."  Walker.  "  I  have  taught  only  one,  and  he  is 
the  bcft  reader  I  ever  heard,  not  by  my  teaching,  but  by  his  own  natural 
talents."  Johnson.  "  Were  he  the  beft  reader  in  the  world,  I  would  not 
have  it  told  that  he  was  taught."  Here  was  one  of  his  peculiar  prejudices. 
Could  it  be  any  difadvantage  to  the  clergyman,  to  have  it  known  that  he  was 
taught  an  eafy  and  graceful  delivery  ?  Boswell.  "  Will  you  not  allow,  Sir, 
that  a  man  may  be  taught  to  read  well  ?"  John&on.  "  Why,  Sir,  fo  far 
as  to  read  better  than  he  might  do  without  being  taught,  yes.  Formerly  it 
was  fuppofed  that  there  was  no  difference  in  reading,  but  that  one  read  as 
well  as  another."  Boswell.  "  It  is  wonderful  to  fee  old  Sheridan  as 
enthufiaftick  about  oratory  as  ever."  Walker.  "  His  enthufiafm  as  to  what 
oratory  will  do  may  be  too  great.     But  he  reads  well."     Johnson*  "  He 

reads 


THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  447 

reads  well,  but  he  reads  low;  and  you  know  it  is  much  eafier  to  read  low      1783. 
than  to  read  high;  for  when  you  read  high  you  are  much  more  limited,  your  ^tatT    ^ 
loudeft  note  can  be  but  one,  and  fo  in  proportion  to  loudnefs.     Now  fome 
people  have  occafion  to  fpeak  to  an  extenfive  audience,  and  mud  fpeak  loud 
to  be  heard."     Wa  ker.  cc  The  art  is  to  read  ftrong,  though  low." 

Talking  of  the  origin  of  language — Johnson.  "  It  muft  have  come  by 
infpiration.  A  thoufand,  nay  a  million  of  children  could  not  invent  a  lan- 
guage. While  the  organs  are  pliable,  there  is  not  underftanding  enough  to 
form  a  language :  by  the  time  that  there  is  underftanding  enough,  the  organs 
are  become  ftiff.  We  know  that  after  a  certain  age  we  cannot  learn  to 
pronounce  a  new  language.  No  foreigner,  who  comes  to  England  when 
advanced  in  life,  ever  pronounces  Englifh  tolerably  well ;  at  leaft  fuch 
inftances  are  very  rare.  When  I  maintain  that  language  muft  have  come  by 
infpiration,  I  do  not  mean  that  infpiration  is  required  for  rhetorick,  and  all 
the  beauties  of  language ;  for  when  once  man  has  language,  we  can  conceive 
that  he  may  gradually  form  modifications  of  it.  I  mean  only,  that  infpiration 
feems  to  *  me  to  be  neceflary  to  give  man  the  faculty  of  fpeech  -,  to  inform 
him  that  he  may  have  fpeech  -,  which  1  think  he  could  no  more  find  out 
without  infpiration,  than  cows  or  hogs  would  think  of  fuch  a  faculty." 
Walker.  "  Do  you  think,  Sir,  that  there  are  any  perfect  fynonimes  in 
any  language  ?"  Johnson.  "  Originally  there  were  not ;  but  by  ufing  words 
negligendy,  or  in  poetry,  one  word  comes  to  be  confounded  with  another." 

He  talked  of  Dr.  DodcL  "  A  friend  of  mine  (faid  he)  came  to  me  and 
told  me,  that  a  lady  wiftied  to  have  Dodd's  pifture  in  a  bracelet,  and  afked 
me  for  a  motto.  I  faid,  I  could  think  of  no  better  than  Currat  Lex.  . 
I  was  very  willing  to  have  him  pardoned,  that  is,  to  have  the  fentence  changed 
to  tranfportation :  but,  when  he  was  once  hanged,  I  did  not  wifh  he  fhould. 
be  made  a  faint." 

Mrs.  Burney,  wife  of  his  friend  Dr.  Burney,  came  in,  and  he  feemed  to 
be  entertained  with  her  qonverfation. 

Garrick's  funeral  was  talked  of  as  extravagantly  expenfive.  Johnfon,  from 
his  diflike  to  exaggeration,  would  not  allow  that  it  was  diftinguiflied  by  any. 
extraordinary  pomp.  "  Were  there  not  fix  horfes  in  each  coach  ?"  faid  Mrs. 
Burney.  Johnson*  "  Madam,  there  were  no  more  fix  horfes.  than  fix 
phoenixes." 

Mrs.  Burney  wondered  that  fome  very  beautiful  new  buildings  fliould  be 
erefted  in  Moorfields,  in  fo  fhocking  a  fituation  as  between  Bedlam  and 
St.  Luke's  Hofpitalj  and  faid,  fhe  eouldnot  live  there.    Johnson-  "Nay/ 

Madam,  . 
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1783.  Madam,  you  fee  nothing  there  to  hurt  you.  You  no  more  think  of  ma3- 
]jEta£  '  nefs  by  having  windows  that  look  to  Bedlam,  than  you  think  of  death  by 
having  windows  that  look  to  a  church-yard/'  Mrs.  Burnev.  "  We  may 
look  to  a  church-yard,  Sir;  for  it  is  right  that  we  fhould  be  kept  in  mind 
of  death/'  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Madam,  if  you  go  to  that  it  is  right  that 
we  fhould  be  kept  in  mind  of  madnefs,  which  is  occafioned  by  too  much 
indulgence  of  imagination.  I  think  a  very  moral  ufe  may  be  made  of 
thefe  new  buildings.  I  would  have  thofe  who  have  heated  imaginations  live 
there,  and  take  warning/'  Mrs.  Burney.  €C  But,  Sir,  many  of  the  poor 
people  that  are  mad  have  become  fo  from  difeafe,  or  from  diftrefling  events. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  their  faults,  but  their  misfortune;  and,  therefore,  to 
think  of  them,  is  a  melancholy  confideration." 

Time  paired  on  in  converfation  till  it  was  too  late  for  the  Tervice  of  the 
church  at  three  o'clock.  I  took  a  walk,  and  left  him  alone  for  fome  time; 
then  returned,  and  we  had  coffee  and  converfation  again  by  ourfelves. 
•  I  ftated  the  chara&er  of  a  noble  friend  of  mine,  as  a  curious  cafe  for  his 
opinion :— cc  He  is  the  moft  inexplicable  man  to  me  that  I  ever  knew.  Can 
you  explain  him,  Sir  ?  He  is,  I  really  believe,  noble-minded,  generous,  and 
princely.  But  his  moft  intimate  friends  may  be  feparated  from  him  for 
years,  without  his  ever  afking  a  queftion  concerning  them.  He  will  meet 
them  with  a  formality,  a  coldnefs,  a  ftately  indifference ;  but  when  they  come 
clofe  to  him,  and  fairly  engage  him  in  converfation,  they  find  him  as  eafy, 
pleafant,  and  kind  as  they  could  wifli.  One  then  fuppofes  that  what  is  fo 
agreeable  will  foon  be  renewed ;  but  ftay  away  from  him  for  half  a  year,  and 
he  will  neither  call  on  you,  nor  fend  to  inquire  about  you."  Johnson. 
€€  Why,  Sir,  I  cannot  afcertain  his  chara&er  exaftly,  as  I  do  not  know 
him;  but  I  fhould  not  like  to  have  fuch  a  man  for  my  friend .:  He  may 
love  ftudy,  and  wilh  not  to  be  interrupted  by  his  friends ;  Amicifures  tcmporis. 
He  may  be  a  frivolous  man,  and  be  fo  much  occupied  with  petty  purfuits, 
that  he  may  not  want  friends.  Or  he  may  have  a  notion  that  there  is  a 
dignity  in  appearing  indifferent,  while  he  in  faft  may  not  be  more  indifferent 
at  his  heart  than  another." 

We  went  to  evening  prayers  at  St.  Clement's,  at  feven,  and  then  parted. 

On  Sunday,  April  20,  being  Eafter-day,  after  attending  folemn  fervice  at 
St  Paul's,  I  came  to  Dr,  Johnfon,  and  found  Mn  Lowe,  the  painter,  fitting 
with  him.  Mr.  Lowe  mentioned  the  great  number  of  new  buildings  of  late 
in  London,  yet  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  obferved,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
was  not  increafed.    Johnson.  «  Why,  Sir,  the  bills  of  mortality  prove  that 

no 
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no  more  people  die  now  than  formerly ;  fo  it  is  plain  no  more  live.    Births 

are  nothing,  for  not  one   tenth  of  the  people  of  London  are  born  there." 

Bos  well.  "  I  believe,  Sir,  a  great  many  of  the  children  born  in  London  die 

early."    Johnson,  "  \Y,hy  yes,  Sir."    Boswell.  "  But  thofe  who  do  live 

are  as  ftout  and  ftrong  people  as  any.    Dr.  Price  fays,  they  muft  be  naturally 

ftronger   to  get   through."    Johnson.  "  That    is  fyftem,    Sir.    A  great 

traveller  obferves,  that  it  is,  faid  there  are  no  weak  on  deformed  people 

among  the  Indians  j  but  he.  yt'ith  much  fagacity  afligns  the  reafon  of  this, 

which  is,  that  the  hardfhip  of  their  life  as  hunters  and  fiihers,  does  not  allow 

weak  or  difeafed  children  to  grow  up.     Now  had  I  been  an  Indian  I  mull: 

have  died  early,  my  eyes  would  not  have  ferved  me  to  get  food.    I  indeed 

now  could  fifli,  give  me  Englifti  tackle ;  but  had  I  been  an  Indian  I  muft 

have  ftarved,  or  they  would  have  knocked  me  on  the  head  when  they  faw 

I  could  do  nothing."    Boswell.  "  Perhaps  they  would  have  taken  care  of 

you ;  we  are  told  they  are  food  of  oratory,  you  would  have  talked  to  thepu" 

Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  fhould  not  have  lived  long  enough  to  be  fit  to 

calk ,  I  fhould  have  been  dead  before  I  was  ten  years  old.     Depend  upon  it, 

Sir,  a  favage  ^hen  he  is  hungry  will  not  carry  about  with  him  a  looby  of 

nine  years  old,  who  cannot  help  himfelf.    They  have  no  afie&ion,  Sir/' 

Boswbll.  "  I  believe  natural  affe£tion«of  which  we  hear  fo  much,  is  very 

fmalL"     Johnson.  <c  Sir,  natural  afie&ion  is  nothing.    But  affeftion  from 

principle  and   eftablifhed  duty  is  fometimes  wonderfully  ftrong/9    Lowe. 

A  hen,  Sir,  will  feed  her  chickens  in  preference  to  herfelf."    Johnson. 

But  we  don't  know  that  the  hen  is  hungry  j  let  the  hen  be  fairly  hungry, 
and  I'll  warrant  fhe'll  peck  the  com  herfelf.  A  cock,  I  believe,  will  feed 
hens  inftead  of  himfelf;  but  we  don't  know  that  the  cock  is  hungry/9 
Boswbll.  "  And  that,  Sir,  is  not  from  affe&ion  but  gallantry.  But  fome  of 
the  Indians  have  affeiftion."  Johnson.  <c  Sir,  that  they  help  fome  of  their 
children  is  plain  j  for  fome  of  them  live  which  could  not  do  without  being 
helped/9 

I  dined  with  him ;  the  company  were,  Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs.  Defmoulins, 
and  Mr.  Lowe.  He  feemed  not  to  be  well,  talked  little,  grew  drowfy  foon 
after  dinner  and  retired,  upon  which  I  went  away. 

Having  next  day  gone  to  Mr.  Burke's  feat  in  the  country,  from  whence 
I  was  recalled  by  an  exprefs,  that  a  near  relation  of  mine  had  killed  his 
antagonift  in  a  duel,  and  was  himfelf  dangenoufly  wounded,  I  faw  little  of 
Dr.  Johnfon  till  Monday,  April  a8,  when  I  fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  the 

Vol.  II.  M  m  m  day 
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day  with  him,  and  introduced  the  fubjed,  which  chiefly  occupied  my  mind. 
Johnson.  <c  I  do  not  fee,  Sir,  that  fighting  is  abfolutely  forbidden  in  Scripture; 
I  fee  revenge  forbidden,  but  not  felf-defence."  Boswell.  u  The  Quakers 
fay  it  is ;  5C  Unto  him  that  fmiteth.thee  on  one  cheek,  offer  alfo  the  other.*' 
Johnson.  <c  But  ftay,  Sir,  the  text  is  meant  only  to  have  the  efifeft  of 
moderating  paffion ;  it  is  plain  that  we  are  not  to  take  it  in  a  literal  fenfe. 
We  fee  this  from  the  context,  where  there  are  other  recommendations,  which 
I  warrant  you  the  Quaker  will  not  take  literally,  as  for  inftance,  c  From  him 
that  would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  thou  not  away.'  Let  a  man  whofe  credit 
is  bad. come  to  a  Quaker,  and  fay,  c  Well,  Sir,  lend  me  a  hundred  pounds \ 
he'll  find  him  as  unwilling  as  any  other  man.  No,  Sir,  a  man  may  fhoot  the 
man  who  invades  his  chara&er,  as  he  may  fhoot  him  who  attempts  to  break 
into  his  houfe."  So  in  1745,  my  friend,  Tom  Gumming,  the  Quaker,  faid, 
he  would  not  fight,  but  lie  would  drive  an  ammunition-cart  ;  and  we  know 
that  the  Quakers  have  fent  flannel  waiftcoats  to  our  foldiers,  Co  enable  them 
to  fight  better  Boswell.  "  When  a  man  is  the  aggreflbr,  and  by  ill-uiage 
forces  on  a  duel  fn  which  he  is  killed,  have  we  not  little  ground  to  hope  that 
he  is  gone  into  a  ftate  of  happincfc?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  are  not  to  judge 
detcrminately  of  the  ftate  in  which  a  man  leaves  this  life.  He  may  in  a 
moment  have  repented  effe&ually,  and  it  is  poffible  may  .have  been  accepted 
by  God.  There  is  in  c  Cainden's  Remains,'  an  epitaph  upon  a  very  wicked 
man,  who  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  lay, 


c  Between  the  ftirrup  and  the  ground, 
c  I  mercy  afked,  I  mercy  found." 


Boswbll.  <cJs  not  the  expreffion  in  the  Burial-fervice,  <  In  Hat  Jure  and 
certain  hope  of.  a  blefled  refurredtion  ;'  too  flxong  to  be  ufcd  indiscriminately, 
and,  indeed,  fometimes  when  thofe  .over  whofe  bodies  it  is  faid  have  been 
notorioufly  profane  ?"  Johnson.  "  It  is  fure  and  certain  hope,  Sir;  not  belief." 
I  did  not  infift  further;  but  cannot  help  thinking  that  lefi  pofitive  words 
would  be  more  proper. 

Talking  of  a  man  who  was  •  grown  very  fat,  fo  as  to  be  incommoded  with 
corpulency ;  he  faid,  "  He  eats  too  much,  Sir."  Boswell.  <c  I  don't  know, 
Sir,  you  will  fee  one  man  fat  who  eats  moderately,  and  another  lean  who  eats 
a  great  deal."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  quantity  that  a 
man  eats,  it  is  plain  that  if  he  is  too  fat,  he  has  eaten  more  than  he  fhould 
have  done.  One  man  may  have  a  digeftion  that  confumes  food  better  than 
cotnmoQ;  but  it  is  certain  that  folidity  is  encreafed  by  putting  fopnetjiing  to 
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it."    Boswell.  a  But  may  not  folids  fwell  and  be  diftended? "    Johnson. 
fC  Yes,  Sir,  they  may  fwell  and  be  diftended;  but  that  is  not  fat," 

We  talked  of  the  accufation  againft  a  gentleman  for  fuppofed  delinquencies 
in  India.  Johnson.  "  What  foundation  there  is  for  accufation  I  know  not, 
but  they  will  not  get  at  him.  Where  bad  actions  are  committed  at  fo  great 
a  diftance,  a  delinquent  can  obfcure  the  evidence  till  the  fcent  becomes  cold ; 
there  is  a  cloud  between,  which  cannot  be  penetrated,  therefore  all  diftant 
power  is  bad.  I  am  clear  that  the  beft  plan  for  the  government  of  India  is 
a  defpotick  governour ;  for  if  he  be  a  good  man  it  is  evidendy  the  beft 
government  $  and  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  bad  man,  it  is  better  to  have  one 
plunderer  than  many.  A  governour  whofe  power  is  checked,  lets  others 
plunder  that  he  himfelf  may  be  allowed  to  plunder.  But  if  defpotick,  he 
fees  that  the  more  he  lets  others  plunder  the  lefs  there  will  be  for  himfelf, 
fo  he  reftrains  them  *  and  though  he  himfelf  plunders,  the  country  is  a  gainer, 
compared  with  being  plundered  by  numbers." 

I  mentioned  the  very  liberal  payment  which  had  been  received  for  review- 
ing ;  and,  as  evidence  of  this,  that  it  had  been  proved  in  a  trial  that  Dr. 
Shebbeare  had  received  fix  guineas  a  fheet  for  that  kind  of  literary  labour. 
Johnson.  cc  Sir,  he  might  get  fix  guineas  for  a  particular  fheet,  but  not 
communibus  jheetibus"  Boswell.  "  Pray,  Sir,  by  a  fheet  of  review  is  it 
meant  that  it  fhall  be  all  of  the  writer's  own  compofition ;  or  are  extracts, 
made  from  the  book  reviewed,  dedudted?"  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir:  it  i&a 
fheet,  no  matter  of  what.'1  Boswell.  "  I  think  that  it  is  not  reafonable*" 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  it  is.  A  man  will  more  eafily  write  a  fheet  all  his  own 
than  read  an  oftavo  volume  to  get  extracts."  To  one  of  Johnfon's  wonderful 
fertility  of  mind,  I  believe  writing  was  really  eafier  than  reading  and  extradt- 
ing ;  but  with  ordinary  men  the  cafe  is  very  different.  A  great  deal,  indeed, 
will  depend  upon  the  care  and  judgement  with  which  the  extracts  are  made. 
I  can  fuppofe  the  operation  to  be  tedious  and  difficult :  but  in  many  inftances 
we  muft  obferve  crude  morfels  cut  out  of  books  as  if  at  random ;  and  when 
a  large  extract  is  made  from  one  place,  it  furely  may  be  done  with  very,  little 
trouble.  One/  however,  I  muft  acknowledge,  might  be  led,  from  the 
praftice  of  Reviewers,  to  fuppofe  that  they  take  a  pleafure  in  original  writing; 
for  we  often  find  that,  inftead  of  giving  an  accurate  account  of  what  has  been 
done  by  the  stuthour  whofe  work  they  are  reviewing,  which  is  furely  the  proper 
bufinefs  of  a  literary  journal,  they  produce  fome  plaufible  and  ingenious  con- 
ceits of  their  own,  upon  the  topicks  which  have  been  difcufled. 

M  m  m  2  Upon 
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Upon  being  told  that  old  Mn  Sheridan,  indignant  at  the  negleft  of  his 
oratorical  plans,  had  threatened  to  go  to  America ;-— Johnson.  "  I  hope  he 
will  go  to  America."  Boswell.  «  The  Americans  don't  want  oratory." 
Johnson.  "  Hut  we  can  want  Sheridan." 

On  Monday,  April  29,  I  found  him  at  home  in  the  forenoon,  and  Mr. 
Seward  with  him.  Horace  having  been  mentioned  j — Bos  well.  cc  There  is 
a  great  deal  of  thinking  in  his  works.  One  finds  there  almoft  every  thing  but 
religion."  Seward.  "  He  (peaks  of  his  returning  to  it  in  his  Ode  Parens 
Deorum  cultor  et  infrequent"  Johnson.  «  Sir,  he  was  not  in  earneft.  This 
was  merely  poetical."  Boswell.  "  There  are,  I  am  afraid,  many  people 
who  have  no  religion  at  all."  Seward.  "  And  fenfible  people  too."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  not  fenfibk  in  that  reJpeft.  There  muft  be  either  a  natural  or 
a  moral  ftupidity,  if  one  lives  in  a  tottd  negleft  of  fo  very  important  a  con- 
cern." Seward.  "  I  wonder  that  there  (hould  be  people  without  religion/1 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  need  not  wonder  at  this,  when  you  confider  how  large 
a  proportion  of  almoft  every  man's  life  is  palled  without  thinking,  of  k.  I 
myfelf  was  for  fome  years  totally  regardlefs  of  religion*  It  had  dropped  out 
of  my  mind.  It  was  at  an  early  part  of  my  life.  Sickneis  brought  it  back, 
and  I  hope  I  have  never  loft  it  fince."  Boswell.  "  My  dear  Sir,  what  a 
man  muft  you  have  been  without  religion !  Why  you  muft  have  gone  on 
drinking,  and  fwearing,  and — "  Johnson,  (with  a  frhile)  "  I  drank  enough 
and  fwore  enough,  to  be  fure."  Seward.  "  One  (hould  think  that  ficknefs, 
and  the  view  of  death,  would  make  more  men  religious."  Johnson.  "  Sir* 
they  do  not  know  how  to  go  about  it.  They  have  not  the  firft  notion.  A 
man  who  has  never  had  religion  before,  no  more  grows  religious  when  he  is 
fick,  than  a  man  who  has  never  learnt  figures  can  count  wlien  he  has  need  of 
calculation." 

I  mentioned  a  worthy  friend  of  ourt  whom  we  valued  much,  but  obferred 
that  hi  was  too  ready  to  introduce  religious  difcourfe  upon  all  occasions. 
Johnson.  "  Why  yes,  Sir,  he  will  introduce  religious  difcourfe  without  fee- 
ing whether  it  will  end  in  inftruftion  and  improvement*  or  produce  fome 
profane  jeft.  He  would  introduce  it  in  the  company  of  Wilkes*  and  twenty 
more  fuch." 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Johnibn's  excellent  diftin&ion  between  liberty  of  con* 
fcience  and  liberty  of  teaching.  Johnson.  "  Confider*  Sir ;  if  you  haw 
children  whom  you  wifli  to  educate  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  there  comes  a  Quaker  who  tries  to  pervert  them  to  his  prin- 
ciples ,  you  would  drive  away  the  Quaker.     You  would  not  truft  to  the 

predominates* 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  453 

predomination K)f  right,  which  you  believe  is  in  your  opinions;  you  would  *7*J- 
keep  wrong  out  of  their  heads.  Now  the  vulgar  are  the  children  of  the  State,  ^tatl  74. 
If  any  one  attempts  to  teach  them  doftrines  contrary  to  what  the  State 
approves,  the  magiftrate  may  and  ought  to  reftrain  him."  Seward.  "Would 
you  reftrain  private  converfation,  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  cc  Why,  Sir,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  where  private  converfation  begins,  and  where  it  ends.  If  we  three 
fhould  difcufs  even  the  great  queftiazi  concerning  the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme 
Being  by  ourfelves,  we  fhoukl  not  be  reftrained  5  for  that  would  be  to  put 
an  end  to  all  improventfcnt.  But  if  we  fhould  difcufs  it  in  the  prefenoe  of 
ten  boardkig-fchool  girls,  and  as  many  boys,  I  think  the  magiftrate  would  do 
well  to  put  us  in  the  flocks,  to  finifh  the  debate  there." 

Lord  Hailcs  had  lent  him  a  prefent  of  a  curious  little  primed  poem,  on 
repairing  the  UnrverGcy  of  Aberdeen,  by  David  Mallocb,  which  he  thought 
would  pleale  Johnfbn,  as  affording  clear  evidence  that  Mallet  had  appeared 
even  as  a  literary  character  by  the  name  of  Mallocb ;  his  changing  which  to 
one  of  fofter  found,  had  given  Johnfbn  occafion  to  introduce  him  into  his 
Didionary,  under  the  article  Alias.  This  piece  was,  I  fuppofe,  one  of 
Malkt's  firft  eflaysT  It  is  preferved  in  his  works,,  with  feveral  variations. 
Johnfbn  now  read  aloud,  from  the  beginning  of  it,  where  there  were  fbme 
common-place  aflertions  as  to  the  fuperiority  of  ancient  times.  "  How  felfe 
is  all  this  to  fay  that  in  ancient  times  learning  was  not  a  difgrace  to  a  Peer  as 
it  is  now.  In  ancient  times  a  Peer  was  as  ignorant  as  any  one  elfe.  He 
would  have  been  angry  to  have  it  thought  he  could  write  his  name.  Men  in 
ancient  times  dared  to  ftand  forth  with  a  degree  of  ignorance  with  which 
nobody  would  dare  now  to  ftand  forth.  I  am  always  angry  when  I  hear 
ancient  times  praifed  at  the  expence  of  modern  times.  .  There  is  now  a  great 
deal  more  learning  in  the  world  than  than  there  was  formerly ;  for  it  is  uni- 
verfally  diffbfed.  You  have,  perhaps,  no  man  who  knows  as  much  Greek  and 
Latin  as  Bentley;  or  no  man  who  knows  as  much  mathematicks  as  Newton: 
but  you  have  many  more  men  who  know  Greek  and  Latin,  and  who  know 
mathematicks." 

On  Thurfday,  May  1,  I  vifited  him  in  the  evening  along  with  young  Mr.. 
$urkc.  He  faid,  <c  It  is  ftrange  that  there  fhould  be  fo  little  reading  in  the 
world,  and  fo  much  writing.  People  in  general  do  not  willingly  read,  if 
they  can  have  any  thing  elfe  to  amufe  them.  There  muft  be  an  external 
impulfe ;  emulation,  or  vanity,  or  avarice.  The  progrefs  which  the  under- 
standing makes  through  a  book,  has  more  pain  than  pleafure  in  it.  Language 
is  fcanty,  and  inadequate  to  exprefs  the  nice  gradations  and  mixtures  of  our 
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feelings.  No  man  reads  a  book  of  fcience  from  pure  inclination.  The  books 
that  we  do  read  with  pleafure  are  light  compofitions,  which  contain  a  quick 
fucceffion  of  events.  However,  I  liave  this  year  read  all  Virgil  through.  I 
read  a  book  of  the  iEneid  every  night,  fo  it  was  done  in  twelve  nights,  and 
I  had  great  delight  in  it.  The  Georgicks  did  not  give  me  fo  much  plea- 
fure, except  the  fourth  book.  The  Eclogues  I  have  almoft  all  by  heart.  I 
do  no  think  the  ftory  of  the  JEneid  interefting.  I  like  the  ftory  of  the 
Odyfley  much  better ;  and  this  not  on  account  of  the  wonderful  things  which 
it  contains  *  for  there  are  wonderful  things  enough  in  the  JEntid  j— - the  fliips 
of  the  Trojans  turned  to  fea-nymphs— the  tree  at  Polydorus's  tomb  dropping 
blood.  The  ftory  of  the  Odyfley  is  interefting,  as  a  great  part  of  it  is 
domeftick.  It  has  been  faid,  there  is  pleafure  in  writing,  particularly  in 
writing  verfes.  I  allow  you  may  have  pleafure  from  writing  after  it  is  over, 
if  you  have  written  well ;  but  you  don't  go  willingly  to  it  again.  I  know 
when  I  have  been  writing  verfes,  I  have  run  my  finger  down  the  margin  to 
fee  how  many  I  had  made,  and  how  few  I  had  to  make." 

He  feemed  to  be  in  a  v&ry  placid  humour,  and  although  I  have  no  note 
of  the  particulars  of  young  Mr.  Burke's  converfation,  it  is  but  juftice  to 
mention  in  general,  that  it  was  fuch  that  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  to  me  afterwards, 
cc  He  did  very  well  indeed;  I  have  a  mind  to  tell  his  father." 

I  have  no  minute  of  any  interview  with  Johnfon  till  Thurfday,  May  1 5, 
when  I  find  what  follows : — Boswell.  cc  I  wifli  much  to  be  in  Parliament, 
Sir."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  unlefs  you  come  refolved  to  fupport  any 
adminiftration,  you  would  be  the  worfe  for  being  in  Parliament,  becaufe  you 
would  be  obliged  to  live  more  expenfively."  Boswell.  "  Perhaps,  Sir,  I 
fhould  be  the  lefs  happy  for  being  in  Parliament.  I  never  would  fell  my  vote, 
and  I  fhould  be  vexed  if  things  went  wrong."  Johnson.  "  That's  cant,  Sir. 
It  would  not  vex  you  more  in  the  houfe,  than  in  the  gallery.  Publick  affairs 
vex  no  man."  Boswell.  <c  Have  not  they  vexed  yourfelf  a  little,  Sir? 
Have  not  you  been  vexed  by  all  the  turbulence  of  this  reign,  and  by  that 
abfurd  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  '  That  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
has  incrcafed,  is  increafing,  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed'  ?"  Johnson.  cc  Sir, 
I  have  never  flept  an  hour  lefs,  nor  eat  an  ounce  lefs  meat.  I  would  have 
knocked  the  factious  dogs  on  the  head,  to  be  fure ;  but  I  was  not  vexed" 
Boswell.  <c  I  declare,  Sir,  upon  my  honour,  I  did  imagine  I  was  vexed, 
and  took  a  pride  in  it.  But  it  wat,  perhaps,  cant ;  for  I  own  I  neither  eat 
lefs  nor  flept  lefs."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  friend,  clear  your  mind  of  cant. 
You  may  talk  as  other  people  do.    You  may  fay  to  a  man,  c  Sir,  I  am  your 
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moft  humble  fervant.'     You  are  not  his  moft  humble  fervant.    You  may  fay,      1783. 
c  Thefe  are  fad  times ;  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  be  referved  to  fuch  times.'  ^^74! 
You  don't  mind  the  times.     You  tell  £  man,  « I  am  forry  you  had  fuch 
bad  weather  the  laft  day  of  your  journey,  and  were  fo  much  wet.'     You 
don't  care  fix-pence  whether  he  was  wet  or  dry.      You  may  talk  in  this 
manner;  it  is  a  mode  of  talking  in  Society :  but  don't  think  foolifhly." 

I  talked  of  living  in  the  country.  Johnson.  "  Don't  fet  up  for  what  is 
called  hofpitality  $  it  is  a  wafte  of  time,  and  a  wafte  of  money  j  you  are  cat 
lip,  and  not  the  more  refpefted  for  your  liberality.  If  your  houfe  be  like 
an  inn,  nobody  carts  for  you.  A  man  who  ftays  a  week  with  another,  makes 
him  a  flaVe  for  a  week."  Boswell.  cc  But  there  are  people,  Sir,  who  make 
their  houfes  a  home  to  their  guefts,  and  are  themfelves  quite  eafy."  Johnson. 
cc  Then,  Sir,  home  mull  be  the  fame  to  the  guefts,  and  they  need  not 
come." 

Here  he  difeovered  a  notion  common  enough  in  perfons  not  much 
accuftomed  to  entertain  company ;  that  there  muft  be  a  degree  of  elaborate 
attention  otherwife  company  will  think  themfelves  neglefted-;  and  fuch 
attention  is  no  doubt  very  fatiguing.  He  proceeded,  "  I  would  not,  however, 
be  a  ftranger  in  my  own  county  5  I  would  vifit  my  oeighbours,  and  receive 
their  vifits ;  but  I  would  not  be  in  hafte  to  return  vifits.  If  a  gentleman 
comes  to  fee  me,  I  tell  him  he  does  me  a  great  deal  of  honour.  I  do  not 
go  to  fe$  him  perhaps  for  ten  weeks,  then  we  are  very  complaifant  to  each 
other.  No,  Sir,  you  will  have  much  more  influence  by  giving  or  lending 
money  where  it  is  wanted,  than  by  hofpitality." 

On  Saturday,  May.  17,  I  faw  him  for  a  flioit  time.  Haying  mentioned: 
that  I  had  that  morning  been  with  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  remembered  their 
former  intimacy  with  a  cordial  warmth,  and  faid  to  me,  i€  Tell  Mr.  Sheridan, 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  him  and  {hake  hands  with  him."  Boswell.  cc  It  is  to 
me  very  wonderful  that  refentment  lhould  be  kept  up  fo  long.'*  Johnson. 
«  Why,  Sir,  it  is  not  altogether  refentment  that  he  does  not  vifit  me ;  it  is 
partly  falling  out  of  the  habit — pardy  difguft,  as  one  has  at  a  drug  that  has 
made  him  fick.     Befides,  he  knows  that  I  laugh  at  his  oratory." 

Another  day  I  fpoke  of  one  of  our  friends,  of  whom  he,  as  well  as  I,  had 
a  very  high  opinion.  He  expatiated  in  his  praife  j  but  added,  cc  Sir,  he  is  a 
curfed  Whig,  a  bottomlefs  Whig,  as  they  all  are  now." 

I  mentioned  my  expe&ations  from  the  intereft  of  an  eminent  perfon  then  in 
power  i  adding,  "  but  I  have  no  claim  but  the  claim  of  friendfhip.  However, 
lome  people  will  go  a  great  way  from  that  motive."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  they 
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will  go  all  the  way  from  that  motive."  A  gentleman  talked  of  retiring. 
"  Never  think  of  that,"  faid  Johnfon.  The  gentleman  urged,  "  I  (hould 
then  do  no  ill."  Johnson,  "  Nor  no  good  either*  Sir,  it  would  be  a  civil 
filicide." 

On  Monday,  May  26,  I  found  him  at  tea,  and  the  celebrated  Mifs 
Burney,  the  authour  of  cc  Evelina  and  Cecilia"  with  him.  I  afked  if  there 
would  be  any  fpeakers  in  parliament,  if  there  were  no  places  to  be  obtained  ? 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sin  Why  do  you  (peak  here  ?  Either  to  inftruft  and 
entertain,  which  is  a  benevolent  motive ;  or  for  diftin&ion,  which  is  a  felfiih 
motive."  I  mentioned  "  Cecilia."  Johnson,  (with  an  air  of  animated 
fatisfaftion)  "  Sir,  if  you  talk  of  *  Cecilia/  talk  on." 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Barry's  exhibition  of  his  pilturcs.  Johnson.  "  What- 
ever the  hand  may  have  done,  the  mind  has  done  its  part.  There  is  a  grafp 
of  mind  there  which  yoy  find  no  where  elfe 7." 

I  afked  whether  a  man  naturally  virtuous,  or  one  who  has  overcome 
wicked  inclinations  is  the  beft.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  you,  the  man  who  has 
overcome  wicked  inclinations  is  not  the  beft.  He  has  more  merit  to  bimfelf. 
I  would  rather  truft  my  money  to  a  man  who  has  no  hands,  and  fo  a  phyfical 
impoflibility  to  fteal,  than  to  a  man  of  the  moft  honeft  principles.  There  is 
a  witty  fatrrical  ftory  of  Foote.  He  had  a  fmall  buft  of  Gar  rick  placed  upon 
his  bureau.  *  You  may  be  furprized  (faid  he)  that  I  allow  him  to  be  fo 
near  my  gold  ;•— but  you  will  obferve  he  has  no  hands." 

On  Friday,  May  29,  being  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  next  morning,  I  paffed 
a  part  of  the  day  with  him  in  more  than  ufual  earneftnefs ;  as  his  health  was 
in  a  more  precarious  ftate  than  at  any  time  when  I  had  parted  from  him. 
He  however  was  quick  and  lively,  and  critical  as  ufual.  I  mentioned  one 
who  was  a  very  learned  man.  Johnson.  cc  Yes,  Sir,  he  has  a  great  deal  of . 
learning  $  but  it  never  lies  ftraight.  There  is  never  one  idea  by  the  fide  of 
another  j  'tis  all  entangled :  and  then  he  drives  it  fo  aukwardly  upon  con- 
verfation." 

I  dated  to  him  an  anxious  thought,  by  which  a  fincere  Chriftian  might  be 
difturbed,  even  when  confeious  of  having  lived  a  good  life,  fo  far  as  is  con- 
fident with  human  infirmity  -,  he  might  fear  that  he  fhould  afterwards  fall 
away,  and  be  guilty  of  fuch  crimes  as  would  render  all  his. former  religion 
vain.     Could  there  be,  upon  this  awefiil  fubjeft,  fuch  a  thing  as  balancing 

1  In  Mr.  Barry's  printed  analyfis,  or  defcription  of  thefe  pifturcg.  he  fpeaks  of  Jofaafon's 
chara&cr  in  the  higheft  terms. 

*  of 
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of  accounts  ?  Suppofe  a  man  who  has  led  a  good  life  for  feven  years,  com-  «783- 
mits  an  aft  of  wickednefs,  and  inftantly  dies ;  will  his  former  good  life  have  ^ut'  tJ 
any  efFedt  in  his  favour  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  a  man  has  led  a  good  life  for 
feven  years,  and  then  is  hurried  by  paflion  to  do  what  is  wrong,  and  is  fuddenly 
carried  off,  depend  upon  it  he  will  have  the  reward  of  his  feven  years*  good 
life  j  God  will  not  take  a  catch  of  him.  Upon  this  principle  Richard  Baxter 
believes,  that  a  Suicide  may  be  laved,  c  If  (fays  he)  it  fhould  be  objefted 
that  what  I  maintain  may  encourage  fuicide,  I  anfwer,  I  am  not  to  tell  a  lie 
to  prevent  it."  Boswell.  <c  But  does  not  the  text  fay,  c  As  the  tree  falls,  fo 
it  muft  lye*  ?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir  j  as  the  tree  falls.  But — (after  a  little 
paufe) — that  is  meant  as  to  the  general  ftate  of  the  tree,  not  what  is  the 
effeft  of  a  fudden  blaft."  In  fhort,  he  interpreted  the  expreflion  as  refer- 
ing  to  condition,  not  to  pofition.  The  common  notion,  therefore,  feems 
to  be  erroneous;  and  Shenftone's  witty  remark  on  Divines  trying  to  give 
the  tree  a  jerk  upon  a  death-bed,  to  make  it  lye  favourably,  is  not  well 
founded. 

I  alked  him  what  works  of  Richard  Baxter's  I  fhould  read.  He  faid, 
cc  Read  any  of  them ;  they  are  all  good." 

He  faid,  "  Get  as  much  force  of  mind  as  you  can.  Live  within  your 
income.  Always  have  lomething  faved  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Let  your 
imports  be  more  than  your  exports,  and  you'll  never  go  far  wrong." 

.  I  allured  him,  that  in  the  extenfive  and  various  range  of  his  acquaintance 
there  never  had  been  any  one  who  had  a  more  fincere  refpedt  and  affeftion 
for  him  than  I  had.  He  faid,  cc  I  believe  it,  Sir.  Were  I  in  diftrefs,  there 
is  no  man  to  whom  I  fhould  fooner  come  than  to  you.  I  fhould  like  to 
come  and  have  a  cottage  in  your  park,  toddle  about,  live  moftly  on  milk, 
and  be  taken  care  of  by  Mrs.  Bofwell.  She  and  I  are  good  friends  now  5 
are  we  not  ?" 

Talking  of  devotion,  he  faid,  cc  Though  it  be  true  that  c  God  dwelleth 
not  in  temples  made  with  hands,'  yet  in  this  ftate  of  being  our  minds  are 
more  pioufly  affefted  in  places  appropriated  to  divine  worfhip,  than  in  others. 
Some  people  have  a  particular  room  in  their  houfe  where  they  fay  their 
prayers,  of  which  I  do  not  difapprove,  as  it  may  animate  their  devotion." 

He  embraced  me,  and  gave  me  his  blefTing,  as  ufual  when  I  was  leaving 
him  for  any  length  of  time.  I  walked  from  his  door  to-day  with  a  fearful 
apprehenfion  of  what  might  happen  before  I  returned 

Vol.  II.  N  n  n  To 
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*r""*~J  To  the  Right  Honourable  William  Windham* 

iEtat.  74.  * 

'         «  Sir, 

"THE  bringer  of  this  letter  is  the  father  of  Mifi  Philips,  &  finger, 
who  comes  to  try  her  voice  on  the  ftage  at  Dublin. 

"  Mr.  Philips  is  one  of  my  old  friends ;  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither 
he  nor  his  daughter  will  do  any  thing  that  can  difgrace  their  benefa&ors,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  entreating  you  to  countenance  and  protect  them  fo  far  a* 
tnay  be  fuitable  to  your  ftation  and  chara&er ;  and  fliall  confider  rnyfelf  a* 
obliged  by  any  favourable  notice  which  they  fhall  have  the  honour  of  receiving 
from  you.     I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  London,  May  31,  1783.  SaM.  JOHNSON." 

The  following  is  another  inftance  of  his  a&ive  benevolence : 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

*  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  lent  you  fome  of  my  god-fon's  performances,  of  which  I 
do  not  pretend  to  form  any  opinion.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
him  to  you,  I  did  not  know  what  I  have  fince  been  told,  that  Mr.  Mofer 
had  admitted  him  among  the  Students  of  the  Academy.  What  more  can  be 
done  for  him  I  earneftly  entreat  you  to  confider  j  for  I  am  very  defirous  that 
he  lhould  derive  fome  advantage  from  my  connexion  with  him.  If  you 
are  inclined  to  fee  him,  I  will  bring  him  to  wait  on  you  at  any  time  that 
you  fliall  be  pleafed  to  appoint.     I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  June*,  1783,  Sam.  Johnson." 

My  anxious  apprehenfions  at  parting  with  him  this  year  proved  to  be  but 
too  well  founded ;  for  not  long  afterwards  he  had  a  dreadful  ftroke  of  the 
palfy,  of  which  there  are  very  full  and  accurate  accounts  in  letters  written 
by  himfelfi  which  fliew  with  what  compofure  his  fteady  piety  enabled  him  to 
behave. 

To  the  Reverend  Br.  John  Taylor. 
fc  Dear  Sir, 

"  I T  has  pleafed  God,  by  a  paralytick  ftroke  in  the  night,  to  deprive 
me  of  fpeech. 

cc  I  am  very  defirous  of  Dr.  Heberden's  afliftance>  as  I  think  my  cafe  is 

not  paft  remedy.    Let  me  fee  you  as  loon  as  it  is  poflible.     Bring  Dr. 

4  Heberden 
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Hcberdcn  with  you,  if  you  can  5  but  come  yourfelf  at  all  events.'    I  am  glad 
you  are  fo  well,  when  I  am  fo  dreadfully  attacked. 

"  I  think  that  by  a  fpeedy  application  of  ftimulants  much  may  be  done. 
I  queftion  if  a  vomit,  vigorous  and  rough,  would  not  rouze  the  organs  of 
fpecch  to  a&ion.  As  it  is  too  early  to  fend,  I  will  try  to  recoiled  what  I 
can,  that  can  be  fufpefted  to  have  brought  on  this  dreadful  diftrefs. 

€€  I  have  been  accuftomed  to  bleed  frequently  for  an  afthmatick  complaint, 
but  have  forborne  for  Ibrne  time  by  Dr.  Pepys's  perfuafion,  who  perceived 
my  legs  beginning  to  fwell.  I  fometimes  alleviate  a  painful,  or  more  pro- 
perly an  oppreflive  conftriftion  of  my  cheft,  by  opiates ;  and  have  lately 
taken  opium  frequently,  but  the  laft,  or  two  laft  times,  in  fmaller  quantities. 
My  largeft  dofe  is  three  grains,  and  laft  night  I  took  but  two.  You  will 
fuggeft  thefe  things  (and  they  are  all  that  I  can  call  tu  mind)  to  Dr. 
Heberden.    I  am,  &c. 

"  June  17,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

Two  days  after  he  wrote  thus  to  Mrs.  Thrafe' : 

€€  On  Monday  the  16th  I  fat  for  my  pitture,  and  walked  a  confiderable 
way  with  little  inconvenience.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening  I  felt  myfelf 
light  and  eafy,  and  began  to  plan  fchemes  of  life.  Thus  I  went  to  bed,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  waked  and  fat  up,  as  has  been  long  my  cuftom,  when  I  felt 
a  confufion  and  indiftin&nefs  in  my  head,  which  lafted,  I  fuppofe,  about  half 
a  minute.  I  was  alarmed,  and  prayed  God,  that  however  he  might  afflift 
my  body,  he  would  fparc  my  underftanding.  This  prayer,  that  I  might  try 
the  integrity  of  my  faculties,  I  made  in  Latin  verfe.  The  lines  were  not 
very  good>  but  I  knew  them  not  to  be  very  good :  I  made  them  eafily,  and 
concluded  myfelf  to  be  unimpaired  in.  my  faculties. 

«  Soon  after  I  perceived  that  I  had  fuffered  a  paralytick  ftroke,  and  that 
my  fpeech  was  taken  from  me.  I  had  no  pain,  and  fo  little  deje&ion  in 
this  dreadful  ftate,  that  I  wondered  at  my  own  apathy,  and  confidered  that 
perhaps  death  itfelf,  when  it  fhould  come,  would  excite  left  honour  than 
leans  now  to  attend  it. 

"  In  order  to  rouze  the  vocal  organs,  I  took  two  drams.  Wine  has  been 
celebrated  for  the  produ&ion  of  eloquence*  I  put  myfelf  into  violent  motion, 
and  I  think  repeated  it;  but  all  was  vain.  I  then  went  to  bed,  and,  ftrangg 
as  it  may  feem,  I  think,  flept*    When  I.  faw  light,*  it  was  time  to 'contrive 

•  VoL  II.  p.  268,  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  Cafeffion. 

N  n  n  2  what 
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»783*  what  I  fhould  do.  Though  God  flopped  my  fpcech,  he  left  me  my  hand, 
IflEtau  74I  I  enjoyed  a  mercy  which  was  not  granted  to  my  dear  friend  Lawrence,  who 
now  perhaps  overlooks  me  as  I  am  writing,  and  rejoices  that  I  have  what  he 
wanted.  My  firft  note  was  neceflarily  to  my  fervant,  who  came  in  talking, 
and  could  not  immediately  comprehend  why  he  fhould  read  what  I  put  into 
his  hands. 

"  I  then  wrote  a  card  to  Mr.  Allen,  that  I  might  have  a  difcreet  friend  at 
hand,  to  aft  as  occafion  fhould  require.  In  penning  this  note,  I  had  fome 
difficulty ;  my  hand,  I  knew  not  how  nor  why,  made  wrong  letters.  I  then 
wrote  to  Dr.  Taylor  to  come  to  me,  and  bring  Dr.  Heberden;  and  I  fent  to 
Dr.  Brocklefby,  who  is  my  neighbour.  My  phyficians  are  very  friendly  and 
give  me  great  hopes;  but  you  may  imagine  my  fituation.  I  have  fb  far 
recovered  my  vocal  powers,  as  to  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  with  no  very  imper- 
fe£t  articulation.  My  memory,  I  hope,  yet  remains  as  it  was  *  but  fuch  an 
attack  produces  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  every  faculty." 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
*  Dear  Sir, 

«  I  have  had,  indeed,  a  very  heavy  blow;  but  God,  who  yet 
fpares  my  life,  I  humbly  hope  will  Ipare  my  understanding,  and  rcftore  my 
ijpeech.  As  I  am  not  at  all  helplefs,  I  want  no  particular  afliftance,  but  am 
ftrongly  affedted  by  Mrs.  Davies's  tendernefs  j  and  when  I  think  fhe  can  do 
me  good,  fhall  be  very  glad  to  call  upon  her.  I  had  ordered  friends  to  be 
fliut  out,  but  one  or  two  have  found  the  way  in  -,  and  if  you  come'you 
fhall  be  admitted:  for  I  know  not  whom  I  can  fee  that  will  bring  mere 
amufement  on  his  tongue,  or  more  kindnefs  in  his  heart.    I  am,  &c. 

««Jonci8,  1783-  Sam.  Johnson;" 

It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  preferve  fbeh  a  memorial  of  Johnfon's 
regard  for  Mr.  Davies,  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  my  introduction  to 
him  9.  He  indeed  loved  Davies  cordially,  of  which  I  fhall  give  the  follow- 
ing little  evidence.  One  day,  when  he  had  treated  him  with  too  much 
afperity,  Tom,  who  was  not  without  pride  and  fpirit,  went  off  in  a  paffion ; 
but  he  had  hardly  reached  home,  when  Frank,  who  had  been  fent  after  him; 
delivered  this  note :— *  Come,  come,  dear  Davies,  I.  am  always  forry  when 
we  quarrel.;  fend  me  word  that  we  are  friends/' 


•  Poor  Derrick,  however*. though- he.  did  not  himfelf  introduce  me  to  Dr.  Johnfon  at  he 
promifed,  had  the  merit  of  introducing  ine  to  Davies*  the  immediate  introduftor* 

u 
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To  James  Boswell*  Efq. 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  anxiety  about  my  health  is  very  friendly,  and  very  agree- 
able  with  your  general  kindnefs.  I  have,  indeed,  had  a  very  frightful  blow. 
On  the  17  th  of  laft  month,  about  three  in  the  morning,  as  near  as  I  can 
guefs,  I  perceived  myfelf  almoft  totally  deprived  of  fpeech.  I  had  no  pain. 
My  organs  were  fo  obftrudted,  that  I  could  lay  no,  but  could  fcarcely  lay 
yes.  I  wrote  the  neceflary  directions,  for  it  pleafed  God  to  lpare  my  hand, 
and  fent  for  Dr.  Heberden  and  Dr.  Brocklelby.  Between  the  time  in  which  I 
difcovered  my  own  dilbrder,  and  that  in  which  I  lent  for  the  doAors,  I  had,  1 
believe,  in  Ipite  of  my  furprize  and  folicitude,  a  little  fleep,  and  Nature 
began  to  renew  its  operations.  They  came,  and  gave  the  directions  which 
the  difeafe  required,  and  from  that  time  I  have  been  continually  improving  in 
articulation.  I  can  now  Ipeak,  but  the  nerves  are  weak,  and  I  cannot  con* 
tinue  difcourfe  long ;  but  ftrength,  I  hope,  will  return.  The  phyficians 
confider  me  as  cured.  I  was  laft  Sunday  at  church.  On  Tuefday  I  took  an 
airing  to  Hampftead,  and  dined  with  the  Club,  where  Lord  Palmerfton  was 
propofed,  and,  againft  my  opinion,  was  reje&ed *.  I  defign  to  go  next  week 
with  Mr.  Langton  to  Rochefter,  where  I  purpofe  to  ftay  about  ten  days,  and 
then,  try  fome  other  air.  I  have  many  kind  invitations.  Your  brother  has 
very  frequently  enquired  after  me.  Molt  of  my  friends  have,  indeed,  been 
very  attentive.    Thank  dear  Lord  Hailes  for  his  prelent. 

"  I  hope  you  found  at  your  return  every  thing  gay  and  profperous,  and 
your  lady,  in  particular,  quite  recovered  and  confirmed.  Pay  her  my  relpe&s. 

"  I  am,,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

m  London,  July  3,  1783.  Sam.  John  son.-' 


To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,. in  Lichfield. 
"  Dear  Madam, 

"  THE  account  which  you  give  of  your  health  is  but  melancholy. 
May  it  pleafe  God  to  reftore  you.  My  difeafe  affefted  my  lpeech,  and  ftill 
continues,  in  lbme  degree,  to  obftruft  my  utterance  \  my  voice  is  diftinft 
enough  for  awhile,  but  the  organs  being  ftill  weak  are  quickly  weary :  but  in 
other  relpe&s  I  am,  I  think,  rather  better  than  I  have  lately  been ;  and  can 
let  you  know  my  ftate  without  the  help  of  any  other  hand. 

1  Hia-Loxdlhip  was  foon  after  chofen,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Club. 

"  In 
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1783.  «*«  In  the  opinion  of  my  friends,  and  in  my  own,  I  am  gradually  mending. 
Ifoat.  nL  ^^c  phyficians  confider  me  as  cured  \  and  I  had  leave,  four  days  ago,  to  wafh 
the  canrfiarides  from  my  head.    Laft  Tuefday  I  dined  at  the  Club. 

"  I  am  going  next  week  into  Kent,  and  purpofe  to  change  the  air  frequently 
this  fummer ;  whether  I  {hall  wander  fo  far  as  Stafibrdfhire  I  cannot  tell.  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  come.  Return  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Pearfon, 
and  all  that  have  ihewn  attention  to  me. 

cc  Let  us,  1  my  dear,  pray  for  one  another,  and  confider  our  fufferings  as 
notices  mercifully  given  us  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  another  ftate. 

(t  I  live  now  but  in  a  melancholy  way.  My  old  friend  Mr.  Levett  is  dead, 
who  lived  with  me  in  the  houfe,  and  was  ufeful  and  companionable  -,  Mrs. 
Defmoulins  is  gone  away ;  and  Mrs.  Williams'  is  fo  much  decayed,  that  (he 
can  add  little  to  another's  gratifications.  The  world  pafles  away,  and  we  are 
palling  with  it ;  but  there  is,  doubtlefs,  another  world,  which  will  endure  for 
ever.    Let  us  all  fit  ourfelves  fpr  it.    I  am,  &c. 

'•  London,  July  5,  1783.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

Such  was  the  general  vigour  of  his  conftitution,  that  he  recovered  from  this 
alarming  and  fevere  attack  with  wonderful  quicknefs  $  fo  that  in  July  he 
was  able  to  make  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Langton  at  Rochefter,   where  he  patted 

^  about  a  fortnight,  and  made  litde  excurfions  as  eafily  as  at  any  time  of  his 
life.  In  Auguft  he  went  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Salifbury,  to  Heale, 
the  feat  of  William  Bowles,  Efq,  a  gendeman  whom  I  have  heard  him 
praife  for  exemplary  religious  order  in  his  family.  In  his  diary  I  find  a  fhoit 
but  honourable  mention  of  this  vifit : — "  Auguft  28,  I  came  to  Heale  with- 

.    put  fatigue.    '30.  I  am  entertained  quite  to  my  mind." 

To  Dr.  Brocklesby. 

u  DEAR  Sir,  Heale,  near  Sallfbuiy,  Aug.  29,  1783. 

a  WITHOUT  appearing  to  want  a  juft  fenfe  of  your  kind  atten- 
tion, I  cannot  omit  to  giye  an  account  of  the  day  which  feemed  to  appear 
in  fome  fort  perilous.  I  rofe  at  five,  and  went  out  at  fix,  and  having  reached 
Salifbury  about  nine,  went  forward  a  few  miles  in  my  friend's  chariot.  I 
was  no  more  wearied  with  the  journey,  though  it  was  a  high  hung  rough 
<coach,  than  I  fhould  have  been  forty  years  ago.  We  flull  now  fee  what  air 
will  do,  The  country  is  all  a  plain ;  and  the  houfe  in  which  I  am,  fo  far  as 
I  can  judge  from  my  window,  for  I  write  before  I  have  left  my  chamber, 
is  fufficiently  pleafant. 

«  Be 


r 
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H  Be  (b  kind  as  to  continue  your  attention  to  Mrs.  Williams;  it  is  great     x783» 
confolation  to  the  well,  and  ftill  greater  to  the  fick,  that  they  find  them-  ^Eut.  74. 
fclves  not  neglefted ;  and  I  know  that  you  will  be  defirous  of  giving  comfort 
even  where  you  have  no  great  hope^  of  giving  help. 

cc  Since  I  wrote  the  former  part  of  the  letter,  1  find  that  by  the  courfe  of 
the  poft  I  cannot  fend  it  before  the  thirty-firft.    I  am,  &c. 

"  Sam.  Johnson/' 

While  he  was  here  he  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Brocklefby,  acquainting  him 
of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Williams,  which  affe&ed  him  a  good  deal.  Though 
for  feveral  years  her  temper  had  not  been  complacent,  fhe  had  valuable  quali- 
ties, and  her  departure  left  a  blank  in  his  houfe.  Upon  this  occaflon  he, 
according  to  his  habitual  courfe  of  piety,  compofed  a  prayer  \ 

I  ilhall  here  infert  a  few  particulars  concerning  him,  with  which  I  have 
been  favoured  by  one  of  his  friends.    • 

u  He  had  once  conceived  the  defign  of  writing  the  Life  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  faying,  that  he  thought  it  mud  be  highly  curious  to  trace  his 
extraordinary  rife  to  the  fupreme  power,  from  fb  obfcure  a  beginning.  He 
at  length  laid  afide  his  fcheme,  on  difcovering  that  all  that  can  be  told  of  him 
is  already  in  print ;  and  that  it  is  impracticable  to  procure  any  authentick 
information  in  addition  to  what  the  world  is  already  poflefled  of/' 

"  He  had  likewife  prbjedted,  but  at  what  part  of  his  life  is  not  known,  a 
work  to  (hew  how  fmall  a  quantity  of  real  fiction  there  is  in  the  world ; 
and  how  the  fame  images,  with  very  litde  variation,  have  ferved  all  the 
authours  who  have  ever  written." 

"  His  thoughts  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  were  frequently  employed  on 
his  deceafed  friends.  He  often  muttered  thefe,  or  fuch  like  fentences ,  *  Poor 
man !  and  then  he  died." 

"  Speaking  of  a  certain  literary  friend,  '  He  is  a  very  pompous  puzzling 
fellow,  (fays  the  Dodtor ;)  he  lent  me  a  letter  once  that  fomebody  had  written 
to  him,  no  matter  what  it  was  about ;  but  he  wanted  to  have  the  letter  back, 
and  exprefled  a  mighty  value  for  it,  he  hoped  it  was  to  be  met  with  again, 
he  would  not  lofe  it  for  a  thoufand  pounds.  I  layed  my  hand  upon  it  foon 
afterwards,  and  gave  it  him.  I  believe  I  faid,  I  was  very  glad  to.  have  met  with 
it.  O  then  he  did  not  know  that  it  fignified  any  thing.  So  you  fee,  when 
the  letter  was  loft  it  was  worth  a  thoufand  pounds,  and  when  it  was  found  it 
was  not  worth  a  farthing." 


*  Prayers  and  Meditations,  p.  zi6* 
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1783.  «  The  ftylc  and  charafter  of  his  conversion  is  pretty  generally  known ;  it 
^tat.  74.  was  certainly  condufted  in  conformity  with  a  precept  of  Lord  Bacon,  but  k 
is  not  clear,  I  apprehend,  that  this  conformity  was  either  perceived  or 
intended  by  Johnfon.  The  precept  alluded  to  is  as  follows :  €  In  all  kinds 
of  fpeech,  either  pleafant,  grave,  fevere,  or  ordinary,  it  is  convenient  to 
fpeak  leifurely,  and  rather  drawingly  than  haftily :  becaufe  hafty  fpeech 
confounds  the  memory,  and  oftentimes,  befides  the  unfeemlinefs,  drives  a 
man  either  to  ftammering,  a  non-plus,  or  harping  on  that  which  fhould  fol- 
low; whereas  a  flow  fpeech  confirmeth  the  memory,  addeth  a  conceit  of 
wiftiom  to  <he  hearers,  befides  a  feemlinefs  of  fpeech  and  countenance.'  Dr. 
J  ohnforf's  method  of  converfation  was  certainly  calculated  to  excite  attention, 
and  to  amufe  or  inftruft,  (as  it  happened,)  without  wearying  or  confufing  his 
company.  He  was  always  tnoft  perfeftly  clear  and  confpicuous*  and  his 
language  was  fo  accurate,  and  his  fentences  fo  neatly  conftru&ed,  that  his  con- 
verfation might  have  been  all  printed  without  any  correftion.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  was  eafy  and  natural  j  the  accuracy  of  it  had  no  appearance  of  labour, 
conftraint,  or  -ftiffnefs  j  he  feemed  more  correft  than  others  by  die  force  of 
habit  and  the  cuftomary  exercifes  of  his  powerful  mind." 

"  He  fpoke  often  in  praife  of  French  literature.  €  The  French  are 
'excellent  in  this,  (he  would  fay,)  they  have  a  book  on  every  fubjeft.*  From 
-what  he  had  feen  of  them  he  denied  them  the  praife  of  fuperiour  politeneft, 
and  mentioned,  with  very  vifible  difguft,  the  cuftom  they  have  of  fpitting  on 
the  floors  of  their  apartment.  c  This  (fays  the  Doftor)  is  as  grofs  a  thing  as 
can  well  be  done;  and  one  wonders  how  any  man,  or  let  of  men,  can  perfift 
in  fo  offenfive  a  pradbice  for  a  whole  day  together  j  one  fhould  expeft  that 
the  firft  feffort  toward  civilization  would  remove  it  even  amongft  favages." 

"  Baxter's  <  Reafons  of  the  Chriftian  Religion/  he  thought  contained  the 
fceft  coile&ion  of  the  evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem." 

"  Chymiftry  was  always  an  interefting  purfuit  with  Dr.  Johnfon.  Whilft 
jie  was  in  Wiltfhire,  he  attended  fome  experiments  that  were  made  by  a 
phyfician  at  Salifbury,  on  the  new  kinds  of  air.  In  the  courfe  of  the  experi- 
ments frequent  mention  being  made  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  Dr.  Johnfon  knit  his 
.brows,  and  in  a  ftern  manner  enquired,  c  Why  do  we  hear  fo  much  of  Dr. 
Prieftley J  ?'    He  was  very  properly  anfwered,  «  Sir,  becaufe  we  are  indebted 

to 

3  I  do  not  wonder  at  Johnfon1*  difplcafurc  when  the  name  of  Dr.  PriefHey  was  mentioned ;  for 
I  know  no  writer  who  has  been  fuffered  to  publifh  more  pernicious  dodrincB.  I  (hall  inftance  onlj 
three.  Firft,  Materiahjm ;  by  which  mind  is  denied  to  human  nature,  which,  if  believed, 
mult  deprive  us  of  *  very  elevated  principle.    Secondly,  Neceffitj  5  01  the  doclrine  that  eveiy  aclion, 

whether 
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to  him  for  thefc  important  difcoveries.'    On  this,  Dr.  Johnfon  appeared  well     >78J- 
content  j   and  replied,   c  Well,  well,  I  believe  we  are  j   and  let  every  man  &m.  74, 
have  the  honour  he  has  merited." 

€€  A  friend  was  one  day,  about  two  years  before  his  death,  ftruck  with 
fome  inftance  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  great  candour.  c  Well,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  will 
always  fay  that  you  are  a  very  candid  man.'— c  Will  you  (replied  the  Dodfcor) 
I  doubt  then  you  will  be  very  lingular.  But,  indeed,  Sir,  (continued  he,) 
I  look  upon  myfelf  to  be  a  man  very  much  mifunderftood.  I  am  not  an 
uncandid,  nor  am  I  a  fevere  man.  I  fometimes  fay  more  than  I  mean  in 
jeft,  and  people  are  apt  to  believe  me  ferious  :  however,  I  am  more  candid 
than  I  was  when  I  was  younger.  As  I  know  more  of  mankind  I  expeft  lefe 
of  them,  and  am  ready  now  to  call  a  man  a  good  man,  upon  eafier  terms  than 
1  was  formerly." 

On  his  return  from  Heale  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Burney.  «  I  came  home  on  the 
1 8  th  at  noon  to  a  very  difconfolate  houfe.  You  and  I  have  loft  our  friends, 
but  you  have  more  friends  at  home.  My  domeftick  companion  is  taken  from 
me.  She  is  much  milled,  for  her  acquifitions  were  many,  and  her  curiofity 
univerfal  j  fo  that  fhe  partook  of  every  converfation.  I  am  not  well  enough  to 
go  much  out ;  and  to  fit,  and  eat,  or  faft  alone,  is  very  wearifome.  I  always 
mean  to  fend  my  compliments  to  all  the  ladies." 

His  fortitude  and  patience  met  with  fevere  trials  during  this  year.  The 
ftroke  of  the  palfy  has  been  related  circumftantially ;  but  he  was  alfo  affli&ed 
with  the  gout,  and  was  befides  troubled  with  a  complaint  which  not  only  was 
attended  with  immediate  inconvenience,  but  threatened  him  with  a  painful 
chirurgical  operation,  from  which  mod  men  would  fhrink.  The  complaint 
was  a  Jar  cot  tic  ^  which  Johnfon  bore  with  uncommon  firmnefs,  and  was  not 
at  all  frightened  while  he  looked  forward  to  amputation.  He  was  attended  by 
Mr.  Pott  and  alfo  Mr.  Cruikfhank.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  of  the  30th  of 
July  this  year,  to  Mr.  Cruikfliank,  in  which  he  fays,  « I  am  going  to  put 
myfelf  into  your  hands  •"  and  another,  accompanying  a  fet  of  his  "  Lives  of 

whether  good  or  had,  is  included  in  an  unchangeable  and  unavoidable  fyftem  ;  a  notion  utterly 
fubverfivc  of  moral  government.  Thirdly,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  the  future  world, 
(which,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  inform  us,  will  be  adapted  to  our  merely  improved  nature,)  will  be 
materially  different  from  this ;  which,  if  believed,  would  fink  wretched  mortals  into  defpair,  as 
they  could  no  longer  hope  for  the  "  reft  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,"  or  fox  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  is  revealed  to  us  as  fomething  beyond  our  prefent  conceptions ;  but  would  feel  them- 
felves  doomed  to  a  continuation  of  the  uneafy  ftate  under  which  they  now  groan.  I  (ay  nothing  of 
the  petulant  intemperance  with  which  he  dares  toinfult  the  venerable  eftablifhments  of  hiacountry. 

Vol.  II.  O  o  o  the 
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the  Poets,"  in  which  he  fays,  "  I  beg  your  acceptance  of  thefe  volumes,  as 
an  acknowledgement  of  the  great  favours  which  you  have  beftowed  on,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant."  I  have  in  my  pofleflion  feveral 
more  letters  from  him  to  Mr.  Cruikfhank,  and  alfo  to  Dr.  Mudge  at 
Plymouth,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  infert,  as  they  are  filled  with 
unpleafmg  technical  details.  I  fhall,  however,  extraft  from  his  letters  to 
Dr.  Mudge  fuch  paflages  as  fhew  either  a  felicity  of  expreflion,  or  the 
undaunted  ftate  of  his  mind. 
"  My  conviftion  of  your  fkill,  and  my  belief  of  your  friendfhip,  determine 
me  to  intreat  your  opinion  and  advice." — "  In  this  ftate  I  with  great  earneft- 
nefs  defire  you  to  tell  me  what  is  to  be  done.  Excifion  is  doubtlefs  neceffary 
to  the  cure,  and  I  know  not  any  means  of  palliation.  The  operation  is 
doubtlefs  painful ;  but  is  it  dangerous  ?  The  pain  I  hope  to  endure  with 
decency  j  but  I  am  loth  to  put  life  into  much  hazard."— cc  By  reprefenting 
the  gout  as  an  antagonift  to  the  palfy,  you  have  faid  enough  to  make  it 
welcome.  This  is  not  ftri&ly  the  firft  fit,  but  I  hope  it  is  as  good  as  the 
firft ;  for  it  is  the  fecond  that  ever  confined  me  ;  and  the  firft  was  ten  years 
ago,  muchlefs  fierce  and  fiery  than  this." — "Write,  dear  Sir,  what  you 
can,  to  inform  or  encourage  me.  The  operation  is  not  delayed  by  any  fears 
or  objeftions  of  mine." 

Happily  the  complaint  abated  without  his  being  put  to  the  torture  of 
amputation.  But  we  muft  furely  admire  the  manly  refolution  which  he 
difeovered  while  it  hung  over  him. 

To  Bennet  Langton,  Efq. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

<c  YOU  may  very  reafonably  charge  me  with  infenfibiHty  of  your 
kindnefs,  and  that  of  Lady  Rothes,  fince  I  have  fuffered  fo  much  time  to 
pafs  without  paying  any  acknowledgement*  I  now,  at  laft,  return  my 
thanks  j  and  why  I  did  it  not  fooner  I  ought  to  tell  you.  I  went  into  Wilt- 
shire as  foon  as  I  well  could,  and  was  there"  much  employed  in  palliating  my 
own  malady.  Difeafe  produces  much  felfilhnefs.  A  man  in  pain  is  looking 
after  eafe ;  and  lets  moft  other  things  go  as  chance  fhall  difpofe  of  them. 
In  the  mean  time  I  have  loft  a  companion,  to  whom  I  have  had  recourfe 
for  domeftick  amufement  for  thirty  years,  and  whofe  variety  of  knowledge 
never  was  exhaufted  $  and  now  return  to  a  habitation  vacant  and  defolate. 
I  carry  about  a  very  troublefome  and  dangerous  complaint,  which  admits  no 
cure  but  by  the  chirurgical  knife.  Let  me  have  your  prayers,    I  am,  &c. 

"  Loudon,  Sept.  29,  1783.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

6  la 
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In  his  next  letter  to  the  fame  gentleman  he  writes,  <c  The  gout  has  within  »783- 
thefe  four  days  come  upon  me  with  a  violence  which  I  never  experienced  ^?tat#  -+< 
before.  It  made  me  hclplefs  as  an  infant."— -And  in  the  following,  having 
mentioned  Mrs.  Williams,  fays,  "  Whofe  death  following  that  of  Levett,  has 
now  made  my  houfe  a  folitude.  She  left  her  little  fubftance  to  a  charity- 
fchool.  She  is,  I  hope,  where  there  is  neither  darknefs,  nor  want,  nor 
ibrrow." 

I  wrote  to  him,  begging  to  know  the  ftate  of  his  health,  and  mentioned 
that  "  Baxter's  Anacreon,  which  is  in  the  library  at  Auchinleck,  was,  I  find, 
collated  by  my  father  in  1727,  with  the  M.  S.  belonging  to  the  Univerfity  of 
Leyden,  and  he  has  made  a  number  of  Notes  upon  it.     Would  you  advife 
me  to  publifh  a  new  edition  of  it  ?" 

His  anfwer  was  dated  September  30. — cc  You  fhould  not  make  your  letters 
fuch  rarities,  when  you  know,  or  might  know,  the  uniform  ftate  of  my 
health.  It  is  very  long  fince  I  heard  from  you ;  and  that  I  have  not  anfwere'd 
is  a  very  inefficient  reafon  for  the  filence  of  a  friend. — Your  Anacreon  is  a 
very  uncommon  book ;  neither  London  nor  Cambridge  can  fupply  a  copy  of 
that  edition.  Whether  it  Ihould  be  reprinted,  you  cannot  do  better  than  con- 
fult  Lord  Hailes.— Befides  my  conftant  and  radical  difeafe,  I  have  been  for 
thefe  ten  days  much  harraffed  with  the  gout,  but  that  has  now  remitted.  I 
hope  God  will  yet  grant  me  a  little  longer  life,  and  make  me  lefs  unfit  to 
appear  before  him." 

He  this  autumn  received  a  vifit  from  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Siddons.  He 
gives  this  account  of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale : — "  Mrs.  Siddons, 
in  her  vifit  to  me,  behaved  with  great  modefty  and  propriety,  and  left  nothing 
behind  her  to  be  cenfured  or  defpifed,  Neither  praife  nor  money,  the  two 
powerful  corrupters  of  mankind,  feem  to  have  depraved  her.  I  (hall  be  glad 
to  fee  her  again.  Her  brother  Kemble  calls  on  me,  and  pleafes  me  very  well. 
Mrs.  Siddons  and  I  talked  of  plays ;  and  fhe  told  me  her  intention  of  exhibit- 
ing this  winter  the  charafters  of  Conftance,  Catherine,  and  Ifabella,  in 
Shakfpeare." 

Mr.  Kemble  has  favoured  me  with  the  following  minute  of  what  paffed  at 
this  vifit.  • 

<c  When  Mrs.  Siddons  came  into  the  room,  there  happened  to  be  no  chair 
ready  for  her,  which  he  obferving,  faid  with  a  fmile,  '€  Madam,  y.ou  who  fo 
often  occafion  a  want  of  feats  to  other  people,  will  the  more  eafily  excufe  the 
want  of  one  yourfelf/ 

O  o  o  2  c<  Having 
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"  Having  placed  himfelf  by  her,  he  with  great  good  humour  entered  upon 
a  confideration  of  the  Englilh  drama  j  and,  among  other  enquiries,  particu- 
larly afked  her  which  of  Shaklpeare's  chara&crs  fhe  was  moft  pleafed  with. 
Upon  her  anfwering  that  (he  thought  the  chara&er  of  Queen  Catherine  in 
Henry  the  Eighth  the  moft  natural.  c  I  think  fo  too,  Madam,  (faid  he*) 
and  whenever  you  perform  it  I  will  once  more  hobble  out  to  the  theatre 
myfelf.'  Mrs.  Siddons  promifed  (he  would  do  herfelf  the  honour  of  afting 
his  favourite  part  for  him ;  but  many  circumftances  happened  to  prevent  the 
reprefentation  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  during  the  Do&or's  life. 

€C  In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  he  thus  gave  his  opinion  upon  the  merits  of 
fome  of  the  principal  performers  whom  he  remembered  to  have  feen  upon  the 
ftage.  €  Mrs.  Porter,  in  the  vehemence  of  rage,  and  Mrs.  Clive  in  the 
fprightlinefs  of  humour,  I  have  never  feen  equalled.  What  Clive  did  beft, 
fhe  did  better  than  Garrick;  but  could  not  do  half  fo  many  things  wells 
fhe  was  a  better  romp  than  any  I  ever  faw  in  nature.  Pritchard,  in  common 
life,  was  a  vulgar  ideotj  fhe  would  talk  of  her  gownd:  but,  when  fhe 
appeared  upon  the  ftage,  feemed  to  be  infpired  by  gentility  and  underftanding. 
I  once  talked  with  Colley  Cibber,  and  thought  him  ignorant  of  the  principles 
of  his  art.  Garrick,  Madam,  was  no  declaimer  j  there  was  not  one  of  his 
own  fcene-fhifters  who  could  not  have  fpoken  To  be>  or  not  to  be>  better  than 
he  did ;  yet  he  was  the  only  aftor  I  ever  faw  whom  I  could  call  a  mafter  both 
in  tragedy  and  comedy  ;  though  1  liked  him  beft  in  comedy.  A  true  con- 
ception of  charafter,  and  natural  expreflion  of  it  were  his  diftinguifhing 
excellencies/  Having  expatiated,  with  his  ufual  force  and  eloquence,  on 
Mr.  Garrick's  extraordinary  eminence  as  an  adtor,  he  concluded  with  this 
compliment  to  his  focial  talents  :  c  And  after  all,  Madam,  I  thought  him  lefs 
to  be  envied  on  the  ftage  than  at  the  head  of  a  tabled 

Johnfon,  indeed,  had  thought  more  upon  the  fubjefl:  of  afting  than  might 
be  generally  fuppofed.  Talking  of  it  one  day  to  Mr.  Kemble,  he  faid,  "  Are 
you,  Sir,  one  of  thofe  enthufiafts  who  believe  yourfelf  transformed  into  the 
very  charafter  you  reprefent."  Upon  Mr.  Kemble's  anfwering  that  he  had 
never  felt  fo  ftrong  a  perfuafion  himfelf  *  tc  To  be  fure  not,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon). 
The  thing  is  impoflible.  And  if  Garrick  really  believed  himfelf  to  be  that 
monfter  Richard  the  Third,  he  deferred  to  be  hanged  every  time  he  per- 
formed it." 

A  pleafing  inftance  of  the  generous  attention  of  one  of  his  friends  has  been 
difcovered  by  the  publication  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  collection  of  Letters.     In  a 

letter 
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letter  to  one  of  die  Mifs  Thrales4,  he  writes,   "  A  friend,  whofe  name  I  will      1785* 
tell  when  your  mamma  has  tried  to  guefs  it,  fent  to  my  phyfician  to  enquire  jEtatT?!. 
whether  this  long  train  of  illnefs  had  brought  me  into  difficulties  for  want  of 
money,  with  an  invitation  to  fend  to  him  for  what  occafion  required.     I 
ihall  write  this  night  to  thank  him,  having  no  need  to  borrow."    And  after- 
wards, in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  Since  you  cannot  guefs,  I  will  tell  you, 
that  the  generous  man  was  Gerard  Hamilton.    I  returned  him  a  very  thank- 
ful and  refpe&ful  letter  *" 

I  applied  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  by  a  common  friend,  and  he  has  been  fo 
obliging  as  to  let  me  have  Johnfon's  letter  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  to 
adorn  my  collection. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Willi  am  Gerard  Hamilton. 

€€  Dear  Sir, 

"  YOUR  kind  enquiries  after  my  affairs,  and  your  generous  offers 
have  been  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Brocklefby.  I  return  thanks  with 
great  fincerity,  having  lived  long  enough  to  know  what  gratitude  is  due  to 
fuch  friendfhip  j  and  entreat  that  my  refufal  may  not  be  imputed  to  fullennefs 
or  pride.  I  am,  indeed,  in  no  want.  Sicknefs  is,  by  the  generofity  of  my 
phyficians,  of  little  expence  to  me.  But  if  any  unexpe&ed  exigence  fhould' 
prefs  me,  you  fhall  fee,  dear  Sir,  how  cheerfully  I  can  be  obliged  to  fo  much 
liberality.    I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant> 

•f  Nov.  19,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  find  in  this,  as  in  former  years,  notices  of  his  kind  attention  to  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  who,  though  in  the  humble  ftation  of  a  tallow-chandler  upon 
Snow-hill,  was  a  woman  of  excellent  good  fenfe,  pious,  and  charitable. 
She  told  me,  fhe  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  Mrs*  Matters  the  poetefs, 
whofe  volumes  he  revifed,  and,  it  is  faid,  illuminated  here  and  there  with  a 
ray  of  his  own  genius.  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  very  zealous  for  the  fupport  of  a 
Welch  charity-fchool ;  and  Johnfon  this  year,  I  find,  obtained  for  it  a  fermon 
from,  the  late  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Dr.  Shipley,  whom  he,  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  chara&erifes  as  "  knowing  and  convertible ;"  and 
whom  all  who  knew  his  Lordfhip,  even  thofc  who  differed  from  him  in  poli- 
ticks, remember  with  much  refpeft. 

4  Vol.  n.  p.  328.  5  Ibid,  p.  34.2* 

The- 
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1783.  The  Earl  of  Carlifle  having  written  a  tragedy  entitled  cc  The  Father's 

iEtau  il.  Revenge,"  fome  of  his  Lordfliip's  friends  applied  to  Mrs.  C  ha  pone,  to 
prevail  on  Dr.  Johnfon  to  read  and  give  his  opinion  of  it,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did,  in  a  letter  to  that  lady.  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  having  informed  me 
that  this  letter  was  in  Lord  Carlifle's  pofleffion,  though  not  fortunate  enough 
to  have  the  honour  of  being  known  to  his  Lordfhip,  trufting  to  the  geneial 
courtefy  of  literature,  I  wrote  to  him,  requefting  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  it, 
and  to  be  permitted  to  infert  it  in  my  life  of  Dr.  Johnfon.  His  Lordlhip  was 
fo  good  as  to  comply  with  my  requeft,  and  has  thus  enabled  me  to  enrich 
my  work  with  a  very  fine  piece  of  writing,  which  diiplays  at  once  the 
critical  fkill  and  politenefs  of  my  illuftrious  friend ;  and  perhaps  the  curiofity 
which  it  will  excite,  may  induce  the  noble  and  elegant  authour  to  gratify  the 
world  by  the  publication 6  of  a  performance,  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has 
Ipoken  in  fuch  terms. 

To  Mrs.  Chaponl 

"Madam, 

"  B  Y  fending  the  tragedy  to  me  a  fecond  time 7,  I  think  that  a  very 
honourable  diftin&ion  has  been  fhewn  me,  and  I  did  not  deUy  the  perufal,  of 
which  1  am  now  to  tell  the  effedfc. 

"  The  conftrudlion  of  the  play  is  not  completely  regular  j  the  ftage  is  too 
often  vacant,  and  the  fcenes  are  not  fufficiently  conne&ed.  This,  however, 
would  be  called  by  Dryden  only  a  mechanical  defeat  j  which  takes  away  little 
from  the  power  of  the  poem,  and  which  is  feen  rather  than  felt. 

"  A  rigid  examiner  of  the  di&ion  might,  perhaps,  wilh  fome  words  changed, 
and  fome  lines  more  vigoroufly  terminated.  But  from  fuch  petty  imperfections 
what  writer  was  ever  free  ? 

<c  The  general  form  and  force  of  the  dialogue  is  of  more  importance.    It 
feems  to  want  that  quicknefs  of  reciprocation  which  chara&erifes  the  Englifh 
drama,  and  is  not  always  fufficiently  fervid  or  animated. 
.    "  Of  the  fentiments,  I  remember  not  one  that  I  wifhed  omitted.     In  the 
imagery  I  cannot  forbear  to  diftinguifh  the  comparifon  of  joy  fucceeding  grief 

*  A  few  copies  only  of  this  tragedy  have  been  printed,  and  given  to  the  authour's  friends. 

7  Dr.  Johnfon,  having  been  very  ill  when  the  tragedy  was  firft  fent  to  him,  had  declined  the 
coafideration  of  it. 

to 
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to  light  rufhing  on  the  eye  accuftomed  to  darknefs.  It  fecms  to  have  all 
that  can  be  defired  to  make  it  pleafe.     It  is  new,  juft,  and  delightful  '• 

"  With  the  chara&ers,  either  as  conceived  or  preferved>  I  have  no  fault 
to  find  s  but  was  much  inclined  to  congratulate  a  writer  who,  in  defiance  of 
prejudice  and  fafhion,  made  the  Archbiiho'p  a  good  man,  and  fcorned  all 
thoughtlefs  applaufe,  which  a  vicious  churchman  would  have  brought  him. 

<c  The  cataftrophe  is  aflfedting.  The  Father  and  Daughter  both  culpable, 
both  wretched,  and  both  penitent,  divide  between  them  our  pity  and  our 
forrow. 

cc  Thus,  Madam,  I  have  performed  what  I  did  not  willingly  undertake, 
and  could  not  decently  refufe.  The  noble  writer  will  be  pleafed  to  remem- 
ber, that  fincere  criticifm  ought  to  raife  no  refentment,  becaufe  judgement  is 
not  under  the  controul  of  will j  but  involuntary  criticifm,  as  it  has  (till  lefs 
of  choice,  ought  to  be  more  remote  from  poflibility  of  offence.     I  am,  &c. 

"  Nov.  28,  1783.  Sam.  Johnso  n." 

* 

I  confulted  him  on  two  queftions,  of  a  very  different  nature :  one,  whether 
the  unconftitutional  influence  cxercifed  by  the  Peers  of  Scotland  in  the  ele&ion 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Commons,  by  means  of  fi&itious  qualifications, 
ought  not  to  be  refifted  ?— the  other,  What,  in  propriety  and  humanity, 
fhould  be  done  with  old  horfes  unable  to  labour  ?  I  gave  him  fomc  account 
of  my  life  at  Auchinleck ;  and  exprefled  my  fatisfa&ion  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  county  had,  at  two  publick  meetings,  eledled  me  their  Pr<e/es,  or 
Chairman. 

To  Jambs   Boswell>  Efq. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

«  LIKE  all  other  men  who  have  great  friends,  you  begin  to  feel 
the  pangs  of  neglefted  merit,  and  all  the  comfort  that  I  can  give,  you  is,  by 
telling  you  that  you  have  probably  more  pangs  to  feel,  and  more  negleft  to 
fufFer.  You  have,  indeed,  begun  to  complain  too  fbon ;  and  I  hope  I  am 
the  only  confidant  of  your  difcontent.     Your  friends  have  not  yet  had  leifure 

*  ••  I  could  have  borne  my  woes  j  that  Granger  Joy 

«•  Wounds  while  it  fmiles  :— The  long-imprifon'd  wretch, 
•*  Emerging  from  the  night  of  his  damp  cell, 

Shrinks  from  the  fun's  bright  beams ;  and  that  which  flings.- 
Gladnefs  o'er  all*  to  him  is  agony*" 

to 
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to  gratify  perfonal  kindnefs  j  they  have  hitherto  been  bufy  in  ftrengthening 
their  minifterial  ifttereft.  If  a  vacancy  happens  in  Scotland,  give  them  early 
intelligence  j  "and  as  you  can  ferve  Government  as  powerfully  as  any  of  your 
probable  competitors,  you  may  make  in  Ibrne  fort  a  warrantable  claim. 

"  Of  the  exaltations  and  depreffions  of  your  mind  you  delight  to  talk,  and 
I  hate  to  hear.     Drive  all  fuch  fancies  from  you. 

"  On  the  day  when  I  received  your  letter,  I  think,  the  foregoing  page 
was  written  j  to  which,  one  difeafe  or  another  has  hindered  me  from  making 
any  additions.  I  am  now  a  little  better.  But  ficknefs  and  folitude  prefs  me 
very  heavily.     I  could  bear  ficknefs  better,  if  I  were  relieved  from  folitude. 

cc  The  prefent  dreadful  confufion  of  the  publick  ought  to  make  you  wrap 
yourfelf  up  in  your  hereditary  pofiefiions,  which,  though  lefs  than  you  may 
wifh,  are  more  than  you  can  want ;  and  in  an  hour  of  religious  retirement 
return  thanks  to  God,  who  has  exempted  you  from  any  ftrong  temptation 
to  fa&ion,  treachery,  plunder,  and  difloyalty. 

"  As  your  neighbours  diftinguifh  you  by  fuch  honours  as  they  can  beftow, 
content  yourfelf  with  your  ftation,  without  negletting  your  profeflion.  Your 
eftate  and  the  Courts  will  find  you  full  employment  j  and  your  mind  well 
occupied  will  be  quiet. 

«  The  ufurpation  of  the  nobility,  for  they  apparently  ufurp  all  the  influence 
they  gain  by  fraud,  and  mifreprefentation,  I  think  it  certainly  lawful,  perhaps 
your  duty  to  refift.    What  is  not  their  own  they  have  only  by  robbery. 

"  Your  queftion  about  the  horfes  gives  me  more  perplexity.  I  know  not 
well  what  advice  to  give  you.  I  can  only  recommend  a  rule  which  you  do 
not  want — give  as  litde  pain  as  you  can.  I  fuppofe  that  we  have  a.  right  to 
their  fervice  while  their  ftrength  lafts ;  what  we  can  do  with  them  afterwards 
I  cannot  fo  eafily  determine.  But  let  us  confider.  Nobody  denies  that  man 
has  a  right  firft  to  milk  the  cow,  and  to  fheer  the  ftieep,  and  then  to  kill 
them  for  his  table.  May  he  not,  by  parity  of  reafon,  firft  work  a  horfe,  and 
then  kill  him  the  eafieft  way,  that  he  may  have  the  means  of  another  horfe, 
or  food  for  cows  and  fheep  ?  Man  is  influenced  in  both  cafes  by  different 
motives  of  felf-intereft.    He  that  rejefts  the  one  muft  reject  the  other. 

"  I  am,  &c. 

•*  London,  Dec.  24,  1783.  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  A  happy  and  pious  Chriftmas;  and  many  happy  years  to  you,  your 
lady,  and  children."  3 

The 
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The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Mickle,  Ibrne  rime  before  his  death,  wrote  me  a      x783* 
letter  concerning  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  which  he  mentions,    "  I  was  upwards  of  ^Etatt  74. 
twelve  years  acquainted  with  him,  was  frequently  in  his  company,  always  talked 
with  eafe  to  him,  and  can  truly  lay,    that  I  never  received  from  him  one 
rough  word." 

In  this  letter  he  relates  his  having,  while  engaged  in  tranflating  the  Lufiad, 
had  a  dilpute  of  confiderable  length  with  Johnfon,  who,  as,  ufual  declaimed 
upon  the  mifery  and  corruption  of  a  fea  life,  and  ufed  this  expreffion : — c<  It 
had  been  happy  for  the  world,  Sir,  if  your  hero  Gama,  Prince  Henry  of 
Portugal,  and  Columbus,  had  never  been  born,  or  that  their  fchemes  had 
never  gone  farther  than  their  own  imaginations."— "  This  fentiment,  (fays 
Mr.  Mickle,)  which  is  to  be  found  in  his  l  Introdu&ion  to  the  World 
difplayed/  I,  in  my  Differtation  prefixed  to  the  Lufiad,  have  controverted ; 
and  though  authours  are  faid  to  be  bad  judges  of  their  own  works,'  I  am  not 
afhamed  to  own  to  a  friend,  that  that  differtation  is  my  favourite  above  all 
that  I  ever  attempted  in  profe.  Next  year,  when  the  Lufiad  was  publifhed, 
I  waited  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  addrefled  me  with  one  of  his  good-humoured 
fmiles : — c  Well,  you  have  remembered  our  dilpute  about  Prince  Henry, 
and  have  cited  me  too.  You  have  done  your  part  very  well  indeed  5  you 
have  made  the  beft  of  your  argument :  but  I  am  not  convinced  yet.* 

"  Before  publifhing  the  Lufiad,  I  fent  Mr.  Hoole  a  proof  of  that  part  of  the 
introduction,  in  which  I  make  mention  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  yourfelf,  and  other  well- 
wifhers  to  the  work,  begging  it  might  be  (hewn  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  This  was 
accordingly  done;  and  in  place  of  the  Ample  mention  of  him  which  I  had 
made,  he  dictated  to  Mr.  Hoole  the  fentence  as  it  now  ftands. 

"  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me  in  177a,  that  about  twenty  years  before  that  time, 
he  himfelf  had  a  defign  to  tranflate  the  Lufiad,  of  the  merit  of  which  he 
ipoke  highly,  but  had  been  prevented  by  a  number  of  other  engagements." 

Mr.  Mickle  reminds  me  in  this  letter  of  a  converfation,  when  dining  one 
day  at  Mr.  Hoole's  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  when  Mr.  Nicol,  the  King's  book- 
feller,  and  I  attempted  to  controvert  the  maxim,  "  Better  that  ten  guilty 
fhould  efcape,  than  one  innocent  perfon  fuffer;"  and  were  anfwered  by  Dr. 
Johnfon  with  great  power  of  reafoning  and  eloquence.  I  am  very  forry  that 
I  have  no  record  of  that  day ;  but  I  well  recoiled  my  illuftrious  friend's 
having  ably  fhewn,  that  unlefs  civil  inftitutions  infure  proteftion  to  the  inno- 
cent, all  the  confidence  which  mankind  fhould  have  in  them  would  be  loft. 

I  fhall  here  mention  what  fhould  properly  have  appeared  in  my  account 
of  laft  year,  though  the  controverfy  was  not  clofed  till  this.    The  Reverend 

Vol.  II..  Ppp  Mr. 
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i785*  Mr.  Shaw,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Hebrides,  having  entertained  doubts  of  the 
!fitat.  74!  authenticity  of  the  poems  afcribed  to  Offian,  divcfted  himfelf  of  national 
bigotry;  and  having  travelled  in  the  Highlands  and  J  (lands  of  Scotland,  and 
alfo  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  furnilh  himfelf  with  materials  for  a  Gaelick 
Di&ionary,  which  he  afterwards  compiled,  was  fo  fully  farisfied  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  in  the  right  upon  the  queftion,  that  he  fairly  publiihed  a  pam- 
phlet, ftating  his  convi&ion,  and  the  proofs  and  reafons  on  which  it  was 
founded.  A  perfon  at  Edinburgh,  of  the  name  of  -Clark,  anfwered  this 
pamphlet  with  much  zeal,  and  much  abufe  of  its  authour.  Johnfon  took 
Mr.  Shaw  under  his  prote&ion,  and  gave  him  his  affiftancc  in  writing  a  reply,, 
which  has  b«en  admired  by  the  beft  judges,  and  by  many  been  confidered 
as  conclufive.  A  few  paragraphs,  which  fufficiendy  mark  their  great  authour,. 
lhall  be  feledted. 

«  My  aflertions  are,  for  the  moft  part,  purely  negative :  I  deny  the 
cxiftence  of  Fingal,  becaufe  in  a  long  and  curious  peregrination  through  the 
Gaelick  regions  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  it.  What  I  could  not  fee 
myfelf  I  fufpedt  to  be  equally  invifible  to  others ;  and  I  fulpeft  with  the  more 
reafon,  as  among  all  thofe  who  have  feen  it  no  man  can  (hew  it. 

cc  Mr.  Clark  compares  the  obftinacy  of  thofe  who  disbelieve  the  genuine- 
nefs  of  Offian  to  a  blind  man,  who  fhould  difpute  the  reality  of  colours,  and 
deny  that  the  Britifh  troops  are  cloathed  in  red.  The  blind  man's  doubt 
Vtould  be  rational,  if  he  did  not  know  by  experience  that  others  have  a  power 
which  he  himfelf  wants :  but  what  perfpicacity  has  Mr.  Clark  which  Nature 
has  with-held  from  me  or  the  reft  of  mankind  ? 

<c  The  true  ftate  of  the  parallel  muft  be  this.  Stippofe  a  man,  with  eyes 
like  his  neighbours,  was  told  by  a  boafting  corporal,  that  the  troops,  indeed, 
wore  red  clothes  for  their  ordinary  drefi,  but  that  every  foldier  had  likewiie  a 
fuit  of  black  velvet,  which  he  put  on  when  the  King  reviews  them.  This  he 
thinks  ftrange,  and  defires  to  fee  the  fine  clothes,  but  finds  nobody  in  forty 
thoufand  men  that  can  produce  either  coat  or  waiftcoat.  One,  indeed,  has 
left  them  in  his  cheft  at  Port  Mahon  \  another  has  always  heard  that  he  ought 
to  have  velvet  clothes  iomewhere ;  and  a  third  has  heard  fomebody  fay,  that 
foldiers  ought  to  wear  velvet.  Can  the  enquirer  be  blamed  if  he  goes  away 
believing  that  a  foldier's  red  coat  is  all  that  he  has  ? 

"  But  the  moft  obdurate  incredulity  may  be  fhamed  or  filenced  by  feds. 
To  overpower  contradi&ions,  let  the  foldier  (hew  his  velvet  coat,  and  the 
Fingalift  the  original  of  Offian. 

1  *  The 
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f c  The  difference  between  us  and  the  blind  man  is  this :— the  blind  man  is 
unconvinced,  becaufe  he  cannot  fee;  and  we,  becaufe  though  we  can  fee,  we 
find  that  nothing  can  be  fhown." 

Notwithftanding  the  complication  of  diforders  under  which  Johnfon  now 
laboured,  he  did  not  refign  himfelf  to  defpondency  and  difcontent,  but  with 
wifdom  and  fpirit  endeavoured  to  confole  and  amufe  his  mind  with  as  many 
innocent  enjoyments  as  he  could  procure.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  mentioned 
the  cordiality  with  which  he  infifted  that  fiich  of  the  members  of  the  old  club 
in  Ivy-lane  as  furvived  fhould  meet  again  and  dine  together,  which  they  did, 
twice  at  a  tavern,  and  once  at  his  houfc:  and  in  order  to  imure  himfelf 
fociety  in  the  evening  for  three  days  in  the  week,  he  inftituted  a  Club  at 
the  EfTex  Head,  in  Efiex-ftreet,  then  kept  by  Samuel  Gneaves,  an  old  fervant 
of  Mr.  Thrale's. 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

cc  I T  is  inconvenient  to  me  to  come  out,  I  fhould  elfe  have  waited 
on  you  with  an  account  of  a  litde  evening  Club  which  we  are  eftablifhing  in 
Eflex-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  and  of  which  you  are  defired  to  be  one.  It  will 
be  held  at  the  EfTex  Head,  now  kept  by  an  old  fervant  of  Thrale's.  The 
company  is  numerous,  and,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  lift,  tnifcellaneous.  The 
terms  are  lax,  and  the  expences  light.  Mr.  Barry  was  adopted  by  Div 
Brocklefby,  who  joined  with  me  in  forming  the  plan.  We  meet  thrice  a 
week,  and  he  who  miffes  forfeits  two-pence. 

cc  If  you  are  willing  to  become  a  member,  draw  a  line  under  your  name. 
Return  the  lift.  We  meet  for  the  firft  time  on  Monday  at  eight.  I  am,  &c% 


««  Dec 4, 1783.  *  Sam.  Johnson. 


>* 


It  did  not  fuit  Sir  Jofhua  to  be  one  of  this  Club.  But  when  I  mention  only 
Mr.  Daines  Barrington,  Dr.  Brocklefby,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Joddrel, 
Mr.  Paradife,  Dr.  Horfley,  Mr.  Windham  9, 1  lhall  fufEciendy  obviate  the  mif- 
reprefentation  of  it  by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  if  it  had  been  a  low  ale-houfe 

V 

*  I  was  in  Scotland  when  this  Club  was  founded,  and  during  all  the  winter.  Johnfon,  how. 
ever,  declared  I  fhould  be  a  member,  and  invented  a  word  upon  the  occafion  :  *«  Bofwell  ((aid  he) 
is  a  very  clubabU  man."  When  I  came  to  town  I  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Barrington,  and  chofen. 
I  believe  there  are  few  focieties  where  there  is  better  converfation  or  more  decorum.  Several 
of  us  refotved  to  continue  k  after  our  great  founder  was  removed  by  death.  Other  members  were 
added ;  and  now,  above  fix  years  fince  that  lofs,  we  go  on  happily* 

P  p  p  2  affociation, 
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aflbciation,  by  which  Johnfon  was  degraded.  Johnfon  himfel£  like  his 
name- fake  Old  Ben,  compofed  the  Rules  of  his  Club  \ 

In  the  end  of  this  year  he  was  feized  with  a  fpafmodick  afthma  of  fuch 
violence,  that  he  was  confined  to  the  houfe  in  great  pain,  being  fometimes 
obliged  to  fit  all  night  in  his  chair,  a  recumbent  pofture  being  fo  hurtful  to 
his  refpiration,  that  he  could  not  endure  lying  in  bed ;  and  there  came  upon 
him  at  the  fame  time  that  oppreffive  and  fatal  difeafe>  a  dropfy.  It  was  a 
very  fevere  winter,  which  probably  aggravated  his  complaints;  and  the 
folitude  in  which  Mr.  Levett  and  Mrs.  Williams  had  left  him,  rendered 
his  life  very  gloomy*    Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  ftill  lived,  was  herfelf  lb  very 

•Rules, 

"  To-day  deep  thoughts  with  me  refolve  to  drench 

««  In  mirth*  which  after  no  repenting  draws."  Milton. 

"  The  Club  (hall  confift  of  rbur-and-twenty* 

««  The  meetings  fhall  be  on  the  Monday,  Thurfday,  and  Saturday  of  every  week;  but  in  the 
week  before  Eafter  there  fhall  be  no  meeting* 

"  Every  member  is  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  friend  once  a  week,  but  not  oftener- 

"  Two  members  (hall  oblige  themfelves  to  attend  in  their  turn  every  night  from  eight  to  ten* 
or  to  procure  two  to  attend  in  their  room. 

"  Every  member  prefent  at  the  Club  fhall  fpend  at  leaft  fix-pence ;  and  every  member  who 
ftays  away  fhall  forfeit  three-pence. 

"  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  fliall  keep  an  account  of  the  abfent  members ;  and  deliver  to  the* 
Prefident  of  the  night  a  lift  of  the  forfeits  incurred.. 

"  When  any  member  returns  after  abfence,  he  fhaU  immediately  lay  down  his  forfeits ;  which 
if  he  omits  to  do,,  the  Prefident  fhall  require. 

"  There  fhall  be  no  general  reckoning*,  but  every  man  fhall  adjuft  his  own  expences. 

"  The  night  of  indifpenfable  attendance  willxome  to  every  member  once  a  month.  Whoever 
(hall  for  three  months  together  omit  to  attend  himftlf,.  or  by  fubftitution,  nor  fhall  make  any 
apology  in  the  fourth  month,  fhall  be  confidered  as  having  abdicated  the  Club. 

"  When  a  vacancy  is  to.  be  filled,  the  name  of  the  candidate,  and  of  the  member  recommend- 
ing him,  fhall  ftand  in  the  Club-room  three  nights.  On  the  fourth  he  may  be  chofen  by  ballot ; 
fix  members,  at  leaft,  being  prefent,  and  two-thirds  of  the  ballot  being  in  his  favour ;  or  the 
majority,  fhould  the  numbers  not  be  divifible  by  three. 

"  The  matter  of  the  houfe  fhall  give  notice,  fix  days  before,  to  each  of  thofe  members  whofe 
turn  of  necefTary  attendance  is  come. 

"  The  notice  may  be  in  thefe  words :— •  Sir,  On  ■  the  ■  of  , 

will  be  your  turn  of  pnefiding  at  the  Eflex  Head.  Your  company  is  therefore  eameftly 
iequefted..' 

««  One  penny  fhall  be  left  by  each  member  for  the  waiter.." 

Johnfon's  definition  of  a  Club  in  this  fenfe  in  his  Dictionary  is,  "  An  affembly  of  good 
fellows,  meeting  under  certain  condiuoas," 

ill 
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IH  that  fhe  could  contribute  very  little  to  his  relief.     He,   however,   had     *783* 
none  of  that  unfocial  fhynefs  which  we  commonly  fee  in  people  affiidted  with  jgxaunl 
(icknefs.     He  did  not  hide  his  head  in  abftra&ion  j   he  did  not  deny  himfelf 
to  the  vifits  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances ;  but  at  all  times,  when  he  was 
not  overcome  by  fleep,  was  ready  for  converfation  as  in  his  beft  days. 

To  Mrs.  Lucy  Portbr,  in  Lichfield. 

€C  Dear  Madam, 

"  YOU  may  perhaps  think  me  negligent  that  I  have  not  written  to 
you  again  upon  the  lofs  of  your  brother ;  but  condolences  and  confolations 
are  fuch  common  and  fuch  ufelefs  things,  that  the  omifiion  of  them  is  no 
great  crime ;  and  my  own  difeafes  occupy  my  mind,  and  engage  my  care. 
My  nights  are  miferably  reftlefe,  and  my  days>  therefore*  are  heavy.  I  try, 
however,  to  hold  up  my  head  as  high  as  1  can. 

c<  I  am  forry  that  your  health  is  impaired ;  perhaps  the  fpring  and  the 
fummer  may,  in  fome  degree,  reftore  it  -,  but  if  not,  we  muft  fubmit  to  the 
inconveniencies  of,  time,  as  to  the  other  difpenfations  of  Eternal  Goodnefs^ 
Pray  for  me,  and  write  to  me,,  or  let  Mr.  Pearfon  write  for  you.    I  am,  &c. 

"  London,  Nov.  29*  r7.8jv  Sam.  Johnson^"* 

And  now  I  am  arrived  at  the  laft  year  of  the  life  of  Samuel  JoH*rsow,    1784- 
an  year  in  which,  although  paffed  in  fevere  indifpofition,  he  neverthelefs  gave 
many  evidences  of  the  continuance  of  thofe  wondrous  powers  of  mind, 
which  raifed  him  fo  high  in  the  intelle&ual  world.     His  converfation  and  his 
letters  of  this  year  were  in  no  refpett  inferiour  to  thofe  of  former  years. 

The  following  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  his  being  alive  to  the  moll  minute- 
curiofities  of  literature^ 

To  Mr.  Dillv,  Bookfeller  in  the  Poultry. 

«  Sir,  ^ 

cc  THERE  is  in  the  world  a  fet  of  books,  which  ufed  to  be  fold 
by  the  bookfellers  on  the  bridge*  and  which  I  muft  entreat  you  to  procure 
me.  They  are  called,  Burton  }s  Books  -,  the  title  of  one  is,  Admirable  Curiofities y 
Rarities,  and  Wonders  in  England.  I  believe  there  are  about  five  or  fix  of 
them  1  they  feem  very  proper  to  allure  backward  readers ;.  be  lb  kind  as  ta 
get  them  for  me,,  and  fend  me  them  with  the  beft  printed  edition  of  c  Baxter's 
Call  to  the  Unconverted/    I  am*  &c. 

**  Jan.  6,  1784,.  Sam.  Johnson*" 

His 
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!784-         His  attention  to  the  Eflex  Head  Club  appears  from  the  following  letter  to 
Mtai. "Yc!  ^r#  Alderman  Clark,   a  gentleman  for  whom  he  defervedly  entertained  a 
great  regard. 

To  Richard  Clark,  Eft. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"YOU  will  receive  arequifirion,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Club, 
to  be  at  the  houfe  as  Prefident  of  the  night.  This  turn  comes  once  a 
month,  and  the  member  is  obliged  to  attend,  or  fend  another  in  his  place. 
You  were  enrolled  in  the  Club  by  my  invitation,  and  I  ought  to  introduce 
you  ;  but  as  I  am  hindered  by  ficknefs,  Mr.  Hoole  will  very  properly  fupply 
my  place  as  introduftor,  or  yours  as  Prefident.  I  hope  in  milder  weather 
to  be  a  very  conftant  attendant.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

«  Jan.  27,  1784.  '  Sam.  Johnson. 

* 

<c  You  ought  to  be  informed,  that  the  forfeits,  began  with  the  year,  and 
that  every  night  of  non-attendance  incurs  the  muldt  of  three-pence,  that  is, 
nine-pence  a  week." 

On  the  8th  of  January  I  wrote  to  him,  anxioufly  inquiring  as  to  his  health, 
and  enclofing  my  *c  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scodandl,  on  the  prefent  State  of 
the  Nation."— cc  I  truft  (faid  I)  that  you  will  be  liberal  enough  to  make 
allowance  for  my  differing  from  you  on  two  points,  [the  Middlesex  Ele&ioa 
and  the  American  War]  when  my  general  principles  of  government  are 
according  to  your  own  heart,  and  when,  at  a  crifis  of  doubtful  event  I  Hand 
forth  with  honefl  zeal  as  an  ancient  and  faithful  Baron.  My  reafon  for  intro- 
ducing thole  two  points  was,,  that  as  my  opinions  with  regard  to  them  had 
been  declared  at  the  periods  when  they  were  leaft  favourable,  I  might  have 
the  credit  of  a  man  who  is  not  a  worfhipper  of  minifterial  power." 

iTo  James  Boswell,  Eft. 
**  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  h  e  a  r  of  many  inquiries  which  your  kindnefe  has  diipofed  you 
to  make  after  me.  I  have  long  intended  you  a  long  letter,  which  perhaps 
the  imagination  of  its  length  hindered  me  from  beginning.  I  will,  therefore, 
content  myfelf  with  a  (hotter. 

€f  Having  promoted  the  inftitution  of  a  new  Club  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  the  houfe  of  an  old  fcrvant  of  Thrale's,  I  went  thither  to  meet  the  com- 
pany, and  was  feized  with  a  ipafmodick  afthma  fo  violent,  that  with  difficulty 

I  got 
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I  got  to  my  own  houfe,  in  which  I  have  been  confined  eight  or  nine  weeks,  *7*4* 
and  from  which  I  know  not  when  I  fhall  be  able  to  go  even  to  church.  jEUt,  7* 
The  afthma,  however,  is  not  the  worft.  A  dropfy  gains  ground  upon  me ; 
my  legs  and  thighs  are  veiy  much  fwollen  with  water,  which  I  fhould  be 
content  if  I  could  keep  there,  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  foon  be  higher. 
My  nights  are  very  fleeplefs  and  very  tedious.  And  yet  I  am  extremely 
afraid  of  dying*. 

<c  My  phyficians  try  to  make  me  hope,  that  much  of  my  malady  is  the  effedl 
of  cold,,  and  that  lome  degree  at  leaft  of  recovery  is  to  be  expedted  from 
vernal  breezes  and  fummer  funs.  If  my  life  is  prolonged  to  autumn,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  try  a  warmer  climate ;  though  how  to  travel  with  a  difeafed  body,, 
without  a,  companion  to  conduit  me,  and  with  very  little  money,  I  do  not 
well  fee  Ramfay  has  recovered  his  limbs  in  Italy ;  and  Fielding  was  fent 
to  Lifbon*  where,  indeed,  he  died ;  but  he  was,  I  believe,  paft  hope  when 
he  went-    Think  for  me  what  I  can  do. 

"  I  received  your  pamphlet,  and  when  I  write  again  may  perhaps  tell  you 
fome  opinion  about  it;  but  you  will  forgive  a  man  ftruggling  with  difeafe 
his  negleft  of  dilputes,  politicks,  and  pamphlets.  Let  me  have  your  prayers.. 
My  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  young  ones.  Aflc  your  phyficians  about 
my  cafe;  and  defire  Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  write  me  his  opinion. 

€i  I  am,,  dear  Sir,  &c. 
«  Feb.  ii,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 


"To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield. 

"  My  dearest  Love, 

cc  I  have  been  extremely  ill  of  an  afthma  and  dropfy,  but  received^ 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  fudden  and  unexpefted  relief  laft  Thurfday,  by  the 
•difcharge  of  twenty  pints  bf  water.  Whether  I  fhall  continue  free,  or  fhall 
fill  again,  cannot  be  told.     Pray  for  me. 

"  Death,  my  dear,  is  very  dreadful  i  let  us  think  nothing  worth  our  care 
but  how  to  prepare  for  it :  what  we  know  amifs  in  ourfelves  let  us  make 
hafte  to  amend,  and  put  our  truft  in  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  inter- 
celHon  of  our  Saviour.    I  am,  dear  Madam, 

"  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Feb.  23,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

5V 
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To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

*<  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  juft  advanced  fo  far  towards  recovery  as  to  read  a  pam- 
phlet ;  and  you  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the  firft  pamphlet  which  I  read 
was  yours.  1  am  very  much  of  your  opinion,  and,  like  you,  feel  great 
indignation  at  the  indecency  with  which  the  King  is  every  day  treated.  Your 
paper  contains  very  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  hiftoiy  and  of  the  confti- 
tution,   very  properly  produced  and  applied.      It  will  certainly  raife  your 

character*,  though  perhaps  it  may  not  make  you  a  Minifter  of  State. 

****** 

cc  I  defire  you  to  fee  Mrs.  Stewart  -once  again,  and  tell  her,  that  in  the 
letter-cafe  was  a  letter  relating  to  me,  for  which  I  will  give  heff  if  flie  is 
willing  to  give  it  me,  another  guinea.  The  letter  is  of  confequence  only  to 
me.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

"  London,  Feb.  27,  1 784.  Sam.  JOHNSO  N." 

In  conlequence  of  Johnfon's  requeft  that  I  Ihould  aflc  our  phyficians  about 
"his  cafe,  and  defire  Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  fend  his  opinion,  I  tranfmitted 
him  a  letter  from  that  very  amiable  Baronet,  then  in  his  eighty- firft  year, 
with  his  faculties  as  entire  as  ever  j  and  mentioned  his  expreflions  to  me  in 
the  note  accompanying  it :  a  With  my  moft  affe&ionate  wilhes  for  Dr. 
Johnfon's  recovery,  in  which  his  friends,  his  country,  and  all  mankind  have 
fo  deep  a  ftake:"  and  at  the  fame  time  a  full  opinion  upon  his  cafe  by 
Dr.  Gillefpie,  who,  like  Dr.  Cullen,  had  the  advantage  of  having  paffed 
through  degradations  of  iurgery  ,and  pharmacy,  and  by  ftudy  and  pradtice 
had  attained  to  fuch  (kill,  that  my  father  fettled  on  him  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year  for  five  years,  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  during  his  life,  as  an  honorarium 
jto  fecure  his  particular  attendance.    The  opinion  was  conveyed  in  a  letter 

*  I  fent  it. to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  letter,  in  which  I  thus  expreffed  myfelf ;  "  My  principles  may 
appear  to  you  too  monarchical ;  but  I  know  and  am  perfuaded,  they  are  not  inconfiftent  with  the 
true  principles  of  liberty.  Be  this  as  it  may,  you,  Sir,  arc  now  the  Prime  Minifter,  called  by 
<the  Sovereign  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  people,  againft  a 
violent  faction.  As  fuch,  you  are  entitled  to  the  warmeft  fopport  of  every  good  fubjea  in  every 
department."  He  anfwered,  "  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  fentiments  you  do  me  the 
■honour  to  exprefs,  and  have  obferved  with  great  pleafure  the  zealous  and  able  fuffort  given  to  the 
£ausb  of  the  Public*  in  the  work  you  were  fo  good  to  tranfmit  to  me." 

4  to 
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to  me,  beginning,  cc  I  am  fincerely  forry  for  the  bad  ftate  of  health  your 
very  learned  and  illuftrious  friend,  Dr.  Johnfon,  labours  under  at  prefent." 

* 
To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

cf  Dear  Sir, 

c<  PRESENTLY  after  I  had  fent  away  my  laft  letter,  I  received  m 
your  kind  medical  packet.  I  am  very  much  obliged  both  to  you  and  your 
phyficians  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  difeafe.  Dr.  Gillelpie  has  fent  an  * 
excellent  confiUum  medicum>  all  folid  pra&ical  experimental  knowledge,  I  am 
at  prefent,  in  the  opinion  of  my  phyficians  (Dr.  Heberden  and  Dn  Brocklelby) 
as  well  as  my  own,  going  on  very  hopefully.  I  have  juft  begun  to  take 
vinegar  of  fquills.  The  powder  hurt  my  ftomach  fo  much,  that  it  could  not 
be  continued. 

€C  Return  Sir  Alexander  Dick  my  fincere  thanks  for  his  kind  letter;  and 
bring  with  you  the  rhubarb  *  which  he  fb  tenderly  offers  me. 

"  I  hope  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell  is  now  quite  well,  and  that  no  evil,  either  real 
or  imaginary,  now  difturbs  you.     I  am,  &c. 

"  London,  March  z,  1784.  Sam.  Johnso N." 

I  alio  applied  to  three  of  the  eminent  phyficians  who  had  chairs  in  our 
celebrated  fchool  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  Doctors  Cullen,  Hope,  and 
Monro,  to  each  of  whom  I  fent  the  following  letter : 

«  Dear  Sir, 

€€  Dr.  Johnson  has  been  very  ill  for  fome  time;  and  in  a  letter  of 
anxious  apprehenfion  he  writes  to  me,  c  Afk  your  phyficians  about  my  cafe/ 

cc  This,  you  fee,  is  not  authority  for  a  regular  confutation :  but  I  have 
no  doubt  of  your  readinefs  to  give  your  advice  to  a  man  fo  eminent,  and 
who,  in  his  Life  of  Garth,  has  paid  your  profeffion  a  juft  and  elegant  com- 
pliment :  c  I  believe  every  man  has  found  in  phyficians  great  liberality  and 
dignity  of  fentiment,  very  prompt  effufions  of  beneficence,  and  willingnefs  to 
exert  a  lucrative  art,  where  there  is  no  hope  of  lucre.' 

c<  Dr.  Johnfon  is  aged  feventy-four.     Laft  fummer  he  had  a  ftroke  of  the 

palfy,  from  which  he  recovered  almoft  entirely.     He  had,  before  that,  been 

v 

3  From  his  garden  at  Preftonfield,  where  he  cultivated  that  plant  with  fuch  fuccefi,  that  he 
was  piefented  with  a  gold  medal  by  the  Society  of  London  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Vol.  II.  Q^q  q  troubled 
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*784*  troubled  with  a  catarrhous  cough.  This  winter  he  was  feized  widi  a  Q>af^ 
itat^c.  modick  afthma,  by  which  he  has  been  confined  to  his  houfe  for  about  thrtfr 
months.  Dr.  Brocklefby  writes  to  me,  that  upon  the  leaft  admiffion  of  cold,, 
there  is  fuch  a  conftriftion  upon  his  breaft,  that  he  cannot  lye  down  in  his 
bed,  but  is  obliged  to  fit  up  all  night,-  and  gets  reft,  and  lortietknes  deep, 
xmly  by  means  of  laudanum  and  fyfup  of  poppies;  and  that  there  are 
cedematous  tumours  on  his  legs  and  thighs.  Dr.  Brockleflby  truft*  a  good 
deal  to  the  return  of  mild  weather.  Dr.  Johnfon  lays, .  that  a  dropfy  gains 
ground  upon  him ;  and  h6  feem$  to  think  that  a  wartaer  climate  would  do 
him  good.  I  understand  he  is  now  rather  better,,  and  is  ufing  vin€gar  of 
fquills.     I  am,  with  great  efteem,  dear  Sir,. 

"  Your  moft  obedient  humble  ftrvaitt, 
«<  Match  7,  1784..  James  Bos  well." 

All  of  them  paid  the  moft  polite  attention  to  my  letter,  and  its  venerable 
objedh  Dr.  Cullen's  words  concerning  him  were,  u  It  would  give  me  the 
greateft  pleafure  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  a  man  whom  the  publick  properly 
efteem,  and  whom  I  efteem  and  refpeft  as  much  as  I  do  Dr.  Johnfon."  Dr. 
Hope's,  M  Few  people  have  a  better  claim  on  me  than  your  friend,  as  hardly 
a  day  pafles  that  I  do  not  afk  his  opinion  about  this  or  that,  tford."  Dr. 
Monro's,.  <€  I  moft  fincerely  join  you  in  fympathizing  with  that  very  worthy 
and  ingenious  charadter,  from  whom  his  country  has  derived  much  ihftru&ion 
and  entertainment/' 

Dr.  Hope  correfponded  with  his  friend  Dr.  Brocklefby.  Doftors  Cullen 
and  Monro  wrote  their  opinions  and  prefcriptions  to.  me,  which  I  afterwards 
carried  with  me  to  London,  and,  ib  far  as  they  were  encouraging,  communi- 
cated to  Johnfon.  The  liberality  on  one  hand,  and  grateful  fcnfe  of  it  on  the 
other,  J  have  great  fetisfa&ion  in  recording. 

I'd  James  Boswell,  Eft. 
"  Dear  Sir,  \ 

"  I  am  too  much  pleafcd  with  the  attention  wmcn  you  and  your  dear 
lady  4  ftiow  to  my  welfare,  not  to  be  diligent  in  letting  you  know  the  progrefc 
which  I  make  towards  health..  The  dropfy,  by  God's  blefling,  has  now  run 
almoft  totally  away  by  natural  evacuation  j  and  the  afthma,  if  not  irritated 

*  Who  had  written  him  a  very  kind  letter* 

bjr 
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by  cold,  gives  me  little  trouble.  Whije  I  am  writing  this,  I  have  not  any  fen-     «784- 
fatibn  of  debility  or  difeafe.     But  I  do  not  yet  venture  out,  having  been  j£mk^[ 
confined  to  the  houfe  from  the  thirteenth  of  December,  now  a  quarter  of 
a  year. 

"  When  it  will  be  fit  for  me  to  travel  as  far  as  Auchinleck,  I  am  not  able 
to  guefs  -,  but  fuch  a  letter  as  Mrs.  BofwelPs  might  draw  any  man,  not  wholly 
motionlefs,  a  great  way.  Pray  tell  the  dear  lady  how  much  her  civility  and 
kindnefs  have  touched  and  gratified  mi. 

"  Our  parliamentary  tumults  have  now  begun  to  fubfide,  and  the  King's 
authority  is  in  fome  meafure  re-eftabliihed.  Mr.  Pitt  will  have  great  pQwer ; 
but  you  rnuft  remember,  that  what  he  has  to  give  muft,  at  lead  for  fome 
time,  be  given  ,to  thole  who  gave,  and  thofe  who  preferve  his  power.  A 
new  minifter  can  facrifice  little  to  eft;em  or  friendship  -,   he  muft,  till  he  is 

fettled,  think  only  of  extending  his  intereft. 

»**     +    +    * 

"  If  you  come  hither  through  Edinburgh,  fend  for  Mrs.  Stewart,  and  give 
from  me  another  guinea  for  the  letter  in  the  old  cafe,  to  which  I  fhall  not 
he  fatisfied  with  my  claim,  till  ihe  gives  it  me. 

**  Pleafe  to  bring  with  you  Baxter's  Anacreon ;  and  if  you  procure  heads 
4>f  He&or  Boece,  the  hiftorian,  and  Arthur  Johnfton,  the  poet,  I  will  puG 
them  in  my  room,  or  any  other  of  the  fathers  of  Scottifli  literature. 

cc  I  wifli  you  an  cafy  and  happy  journey,  and  hope  I  need  not  tell  you 
that  you  will  be  welcome  to,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  afieftionate  humble  fervanti 

«'  London,  March  1 8, 1784*  SaakJohNSO  N." 

I  wrote  to  him,  March  28,  from  York,  informing  him  that  I  had  a  high 
gratification  in  the  triumph  of  monarchical  principles  over  ariftocratical 
influence,  in  that  great  county,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  King  j  that  I  was  thus  far 
on  my  way  to  him,  but  that  news  of  the  diflblution  of  Parliament  having 
arrived,  I  w,as  to  haften  back  to  my  own  county,  where  I  had  carried  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty  by  a  great^  majority,  fend  had  fome  intention  of  being 
a  candidate, to  reprefent  the  county  in  Parliament. 

To  Jame^s  BoswELi.,  Efy. 

"  Dea*  Sir, 

**  YOU  could  do  nothing  fo  proper  as  to  hafte  back  when  you 
ioond  die  Parliament  diffolved.    With  the  influence  which  your  addrefs  muft 

Qjl  q  %  have 
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have  gained  you,  it  may  reafonably  be  expe&ed  that  your  prefence  will  be  of 
importance,  and  your  a&ivity  of  effedt. 

"  Your  folicitude  for  me  gives  me  that  pleafure  which  every  man  feels  from 
the  kindnefs  of  fuch  a  friend  -,  and  it  is  with  delight  I  relieve  it  by  telling, 
that  Dr.  Brocklefby's  account  is  true,  and  that  I  am,  by  the  bleffing  of  God, 
wonderfully  relieved, 

"  You  are  entering  upon  a  tranfa&ion  which  requires  much  prudence. 
You  muft  endeavour  to  oppofe  without  exafperating ;  to  praftife  temporary 
hoftility,  without  producing  enemies  for  life.  This  is,  perhaps,  hard  to  be 
done ;  yet  it  has  been  done  by  many,  and  feems  moft  likely  to  be  effected 
by  oppofing  merely  upon  general  principles,  without  defcending  to  perfonal 
or  particular  cenfures  or  objedtions.  One  thing  I  muft  enjoin  you,  which  is 
feldom  obferved  in  the  conduft  of  elections ; — I  muft  entreat  you  to  be 
fcrupulous  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  One  night's  drunkennefe  may  defeat 
the  labours  of  forty  days  well  employed.  Be  firm,  but  not  clamorous ;  be 
adtive,  but  not  malicious ;  and  yoi/may  form  fuch  an  intereft,  as  may  not 
only  exalt  yourfelf,  but  dignify  your  family. 

"  We  are,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  all  bufy  here.  Mr.  Fox  refolutely  Hands, 
for  Weftminfter,  and  his  friends  fay  will  carry  the  eleftion.  However  that  be, 
he  will  certainly  have  a  feat.  Mr.  Hoole  has  juft  told  me,  that  the  city  leans 
towards  the  King., 

<c  Let  me  hear,  from  time  to  time,  how  you  are  employed,  and  what 
progrefs  you  make. 

"  Make  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  all  the  young  Bofwells,  the  fincere  com- 
pliments of,  Sir,  your  affe&ionate  humble  fervant, 

««  London,  March  30,  17*4.  Sam.  JOHNSO N." 

To  Mr.  Langton  he  wrote  with  that  cordiality  which  was  fuitable  to  the 
long  friendfhip  which  had  fubfifted  between  him  and  that  gentleman. 

March  27.  "  Since  you  left  me,  I  have  continued  in  my  own  opinion,  and 
in  Dr.  Brocklefby's,  to  grow  better  with  refpeft  to  all  my  formidable  and 
dangerous  diftempers ;  though  to  a  body  battered  and  fhaken  as  mine  has 
lately  been,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  weak  attacks  may  be  fometimes  mif- 
chievous.  I  have,  indeed*  by  ftanding  carelefsly  at  an  open  window,  got  a 
very  troublefome  cough,  which  it  has  been  neceflary  to  appeafe  by  opium, 
in  larger  quantities  than  I  like  to  take,  and  I  have  not  found  it  give  way  fo 
readily  as  I  expe&ed ;  its  obftinacy,  however,  feems  at  laft  difpofed  to  fubmit 
to  the  remedy,  and  I  know  not  whether  I  fhould  then  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  any  morbid  fenfation.    My  afthma  is,  I  am  afraid,  conftitutional 

and 
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and  incurable ;  but  it  is  only  occafional,  and  unlefs  it  be  excited  by  labour  or  *784« 
by  cold,  gives  me  no  moleftation,  nor  does  it  lay  very  clofe  fiege  to  life  ;  for  jgtzU  - - 
Sir  John  Floyer,  whom  the  phyfical  race  confider  as  authour  of  one  of  the 
beft  books  upon  it,  panted  on  to  ninety,  as  was  fupjxjfed ;  and  why  were  we 
content  with  fuppofing  a  fa£t  fo  interefting,  of  a  man  fo  conipicuous,  becaufe 
he  corrupted,  at  perhaps  feventy  or  eighty,  the  regifter,  that  he  might  pafs 
for  younger  than  he  was  ?  He  was  not  much  lefs  than  eighty,  when  to  a  man 
of  rank  who  modeftly  afked  him  his  age,  he  anfwered,  c  Go  look  %  though 
he  was  in  general  a  man  of  civility  and  elegance. 

€€  The  ladies,  I, find,  are  at  your  houfe  all  well,  except  Mils  Langton,  wha 
will  probably  foon  recover  her  health  by  light  fuppers.  Let  her  eat  at  dinner 
as  fhe  will,  but  not  take  a  full  ftomach  to  bed.  Pay  my  fincere  relpc&s 
to  the  two  principal  ladiep  in  your  houfe ;  and  when  you  write  to  dear  Mifc 
Langton  in  Lincolnshire,  let  her  know  that  I  mean  not  to  break  our  league 
of  friendfhip,  and  that  I  have  a  fet  of  Lives  for  her,  when  I  have  the  means 
of  fending  it." 

April  8.  cc  I  am  ftill  difturbed  by  my  cough ;  but  what  thanks  have  I  not 
to  pay,  when  my  cough  is  the  moft  painful  fenfation  that  I  feel  ?  and  from 
that  I  expeft  hardly  to  be  releafed,  while  winter  continues  to  gripe  us  with  fo 
much  pertinacity.  The  year  has  now  advanced  eighteen  days  beyond  the 
equinox,  and  ftill  there  is  very  little  remiflion  of  the  cold.  When  warm 
weather  comes,  which  furely  muft  come  at  laft,  I  hope  it  will  help  both  me 
and  your  young  lady. 

"  The  man  fo  bufv  about  addrefles  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  our  own 
Bofwell,  who  had  come  as  far  as  York  towards  London^  but  turned  back  on 
the  diflblution,  and  is  laid  now  to  ftand  for  fome  place.  Whether  to  wifh 
him  fuccefs,  his  beft  friends  hefitate. 

cc  Let  me  have  your  prayers  for  the  completion  of  my  recovery :  I  am 
now  better  than  I  ever  expedted  to  have  been.  May  God  add  to  his  mercies 
the  grace  that  may  enable  me  to  ufe  them  according  to  his  will  My  com- 
pliments to  all." 

April  13.  "  I  had  this  evening  a  note  from  Lord  Portmore 5,  defiring  that 
I  would  give  you  an  account  of  my  health.     You  might  have  had  it  with 

* 

5  To  which  Johnfon  returned  this  anfwer : 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  «/Portmoib. 

"  Dr..  Johnson  acknowledges  with  great  refpeft  the  honour  of  Lord  Portmore'* 
notice.    He  is  better  than  he  was ;  and  will,  as  his  Lordfhip  directs,  write  to  Mr.  Langton/' 

"  Bolt-court,  Fleet-ftreet,  Apr.  \$9  1784." 

i  lefs 
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i784-      lefs  circumdu&ion.     I  am,  by  God's  blefling,  I  believe,  free  from  all  morbid 

^JfTr  fenfations,  except  a  cough,  which  is  only  troublefome.     But  I  am  ftill  weak, 

and  can  have  no  great  hope  of  ftrength  till  the  weather  ihall  be  ibfter.  The 

fummer,    if  it  be  kindly,  will,  I  hope,  enable  me  to  fupport  the  winter. 

God,  who  has  fo  wonderfully  reftored  me,  can  preferve  me  in  all  feaibns. 

"  Let  me  enquire  in  my  turn  after  the  ftate  of  your  family,  great  an4  little. 
I  hope  Lady  Rothes  and  Mifs  Langton  are  both  well.  TM  is  a  good  bafls 
of  content.  Then  how  goes  George  on  with  his  ftudies  ?  How  does  Mifs 
Mary  ?  And  how  does  my  own  Jenny  ?  I  think  I  owe  Jenny  a  letter,  which 
I  will  take  care  to  pay.   In  the  mean  time  tell  her  that  I  acknowledge  the  debt. 

"  Be  pleafed  to  make  my  compliments  to  the  ladie6.  If  Mrs.  Langton 
comes  to  London,  Jhe  will  favour  me  with  a  vifit,  for  I  am  not  well  enough 
to  go  out." 

To  Ozias  Humphrey6,  Efy. 

«  Sir, 

cc  Mr.  Hoole  has  told  me  with  what  benevolence  you  liftened  to  a 
requeft  which  I  was  almoft  afraid  to  make,  of  leave  to  a  young  painter 7  to 
attend  you  from  time  to  time  in  your  painting-room,  to  fee  your  operations, 
and  receive  your  inftru&ions. 

«  The  young  man  has  perhaps  good  parts,  but  has  been  without  a  regular 
education.  He  is  my  god-fon,  and  therefore  I  intereft  myfelf  in  his  progrefs 
and  fuccefs,  and  ihall  think  myfelf  much  favoured  if  I  receive  from  you  a 
permiffion  to  fend  him. 

"  My  health  is,  by  God's  blefling,  much  reftored,  but  I  am  not  yet 
allowed  by  my  phyficians  to  go  abroad ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  myfelf  yet 
able  to  endure  the  weather.    I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  April  j,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson/' 

•  The  eminent  painter,  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  family  of  Homfrey  (now  (pelt  Humphrey) 
in  the  weft  of  England ;  who,  as  appears  from  their  arms  which  they  have  invariably  ufed, 
have  been  (as  1  have  feen  authenticated  by  the  bed  authority)  one  of  thofe  among  the  Knights 
and  Efquires  of  honour  who  are  repre&nted  by  Holingfhead  as  having  iflued  from  the  Tower  of 
London  on  courfers  apparelled  for  the  juftes*  accompanied  by  ladies  of  honour,  leading  every  one 
a  Knight,  with  a  chain  of  gold,  palling  through  the  ftreets  of  London  into  Smithfield,  on 
Sunday  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  the  firft  Sunday  after  Michaelmas,  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  King  Richard  the  Second.  This  family  once  enjoyed  large  poffeffions,  but,  like 
others,  have  loft  them  in  the  progrefs  of  ages.  Their  blood,  however,  remains  to  them  weH 
afcertained ;  and  they  may  hope,  in  the  revolution  of  events,  to  recover  that  rank  in  fociety  for 
which,  in  modern  times,  fortune  feems  to  be  an  indifpenfable  requifite: 

7  Son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Paterfon*  eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  booka. 

-3  T* 
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1784. 
To  the  Jame.  «*  x^mmi0mmmJ 

«  S I R,  *"'  75' 

<c  T  H  E  b^rcr  is  my  godfon,  whom  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending to  your  kindnefs ;  which  I  hope  he  will  deferve  by  his  refpedt  to  your 
excellence,  and  his  gratitude  for  your  favours.     I  am,  Sir, 

<c  Your  molt  humble  fervant, 
"  April  10,  1784.  «  Sam.  Johnson/' 

To  the  fame m 
«  Sir, 

cc  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  civilities  to  my  god-fon,  but 
muft  beg  of  you  to  add  to  them  the  favour  of  permitting  him  to  fee  you 
paint,  that  he  may  know  how  a  pifture  is  begun,  advanced,  and  completed. 

"  If  he  may  attehd  you  in  a  few  of  your  operations,  I  hope  he  will  ftiew 
that  the  benefit  has  been  properly  conferred,  both  by  his  proficiency  and  his 
gratitude.     At  leaft  I  fhaB  confider  you  as  enlarging  your  kindnefs  to,  Sir, 

<c  Your  humble  fervant, 
«  May  31,  17*4.  Sam.  Johnson/* 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  T a ylor,  Jfhhume>  Verbyjhire. 

«  Dear  Sir, 

"  WHAT  can  be  the  reafon  that  I  hear  nothing  from  you  ?  I  hope 
nothing  difables  you  from  writing.  What  I  have  feen,  and  what  I  have  felt, 
gives  me  reafon  to  fear  every  thing.  Do  not  omit  giving  me  the  comfort  of 
knowing,  that  after  all  my  loffes  I  have  yet  a  friend  left. 

"  I  want  every  comfort.  My  life  is  very  folitary  and  very  cheerlefs. 
Though  it  has  pleafed  God  wonderfully  to  deliver  me  from  the  dropfy,  I 
am  yet  very  weak,  and  have  not  palled  the  door  fince  the  1 3th  of  December. 
I  hope  for  foftie  help  from  warm  weather,  which  will  furely  come  in  time, 

€t  I  could  not  have  the  confent  of  the  phyficians  to  go  to  church  yefterday ; 
I  therefore  received  the  holy  Sacrament  at  home,  in  the  room  where  I  com- 
municated with  dear  Mrs.  Williams,  a  little  before  her  death,  O  !  my  friend, 
the  approach  of  death  is  very  dreadful.  I  am  afraid  to  think  on  that  which 
I  know  I  cannot  avoid.  It  is  vain  to  look  round  and  round  for  that  help 
which  cannot  be  had.  Yet  we  hope  and  hope,  and  fancy  that  he  who  has 
lived  to-day  may  live  to-morrow.  But  let  us  learn  to  derive  our  hope  only 
from  God, 

"  la 
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1784.         €<  jn  t^c  mean  time,  let  us  be  kind  to  one  another.     I  have  no  friend  now 
iEtat. nc.  living,  but  you  and  Mr.  Hedtor,  that  was  the  friend  of  my  youth.    Do  not 
negleft,  dear  Sir,  yours  affe&ionately, 

«  London,  Eafter-Mondajr.  Sam.  JOHNSO N.,# 

April  12,  1784. 

What  follows  is  a  beautiful  fpecimen  of  his  gendenefs  and  complacency  to 
a  young  lady  his  god-child,  one  of  the  daughters  of  his  friend  Mr.  Langton, 
then  I  think  in  her  feventh  year.  He  took  the  trouble  to  wrtfe  it  in  a  large  round 
hand,  nearly  refembling  printed  chara&ers,  that  (he  might  have  the  fatisfadtion 
of  reading  it  herfelf.  The  original  lies  before  me,  but  fhall  be  faithfully 
reftored  to  her ;  and  I  dare  fay  will  be  preferved  by  her  as  a  jewel  as  long  as 
ihe  lives. 

< 

7a  Mi/s  Jane  Langton,  in  Rocbefter,  Kent. 

€t  My  dearest  Miss  Jenny, 

<(  Iam  forry  that  your  pretty  letter  has  been  fo  long  without  being 
anfwered  j  but,  when  I  am  not  pretty  well,  I  do  not  always  write  plain  enough 
for  young  ladies.  I  am  glad,  my  dear,  to  f<;e  that  you  write  fo  well,  and 
hope  that  you  mind  your  pen,  your  book,  and  your  needle,  for  they  are  all 
neceflary.  Your  books  will  give  you  knowledge,  and  make  you  refpefted ; 
and  your  needle  will  find  you  ufefiil  employment  when  you  do  not  care  to 
read.  When  you  are  a  little  older,  I  hope  you  will  be  very  diligent  in  learning 
arithmetick  j  and,  above  all,  that  through  your  whole  life  you  will  carefully 
fay  your  prayers,  and  read  your  bible.     I  am,  my  dear, 

*  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
«  May  10,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 


On  Wednefday,  May  5,  I  arrived  in  London,  and  next  morning  had  the 
pleafure  to  find  Dr.  Johnfon  gready  recovered.  I  but  juft  faw  him ;  for  a 
coach  was  waking  to  cany  him  to  Iflington,  to  the  houfe  of  his  friend  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  where  he  went  fometimes  for  the  benefit  of  good  air, 
which,  notwithftanding  his  having  formerly  laughed  at  the  general  opinion 
upon  the  fubjeft,  he  now  acknowledged  was  conducive  to  health. 

One  morning  afterwards,  when  1  found  him  alone,  he  communicated  to 
me,  with  folemn  earneftnefs,  a  very  remarkable  circumftance  which  had 
happened  in  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  when  he  was  much  diftrefTed  by  the 
dropfy.    He  had  fhut  himfelf  up,  and  employed  a  day  in  particular  exercifes 

of 
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of  religion,— falling,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  On  a  fudden  he  obtained  *7*4* 
extraordinary  relief,  for  which  he  looked  up  to  heaven  with  grateful  devo-  g,^  -f 
tion.  He  made  no  direct  inference  from  this  faft ;  but  from  his  manner  of 
telling  it,  I  could  perceive  that  it  appeared  to  him  as  fomething  more  than 
an  incident  in  the  common  courfe  of  events.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no 
difficulty  to  avow  that  caft  of  thinking,  which  by  many  modern  pretenders 
to  wifdom,  is  called  Juperftitious.  But  here  I  think  even  men  of  pretty  dry 
rationality  may  believe,  that  there  was  an  intermediate  interpofition  of  divine 
Providence,  and  that €C  the  fervent  prayer  of  this  righteous  man"  availed 8. 

On  Sunday,  May  9,  1  found  Colonel  Valiancy,  the  celebrated  antiquarian 
and  engineer  of  Ireland,  with  him.  On  Monday  the  10th  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Paradife's*  where  was  a  large  company ;  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Joddrel, 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  &c.  On  Thurfiky  the  13th  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr,  Joddrel's,  with  another  large  company ;  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  Lord 
Manboddo 9,  Mr.  Murphy,  &c. 

On  Saturday,  May  15,  I  dined  with  him  at  Dr.  Brockle/by's,  where  were 
ColonelVallancy,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  that  e ver-cheerful  companion  Mr.  Devaynes, 
apothecary  to  his  Majefty.  Of  thefe  days,  and  others  on  which  I  (aw  him,  I  have 
no  memorials,  except  the  general  recolle&ion  of  his  being  able  and  animated 
in  converfation,  and  appearing  to  reliih  fociety  as  much  as  the  youngeft  man. 

8  Upon  this  fubjeft  there  is  a  very  fair  and  judicious  remark  in  the  Life  of  Dr.  Abernethy,  in 
the  firft  edition  of  the  Bhgrapbia  Britannkat  which  I  fliould  have  been  glad  to  fee  in  his  life 
which  has  been  written  for  the  fecond  edition  of  that  valuable  work.  "  To  deny  the  exercife  of 
a  particular  providence  in  the  Deity's  government  of  the  world  is  certainly  impious :  yet  nothing 
ferves  the  caufe  of  the  fcorner  more  than  an  incautious  forward  zeal  in  determining  the  particular 
instances  of  it." 

In  confirmation  of  my  fentiments,  I  am  alfo  happy  to  quote  that  fallible  and  elegant  writer 
Mr.  Melmoth,  in  Letter  VIII.  of  his  collection,  publifhed  under  the  name  of  Fitxojborne.  "  We 
may  fafely  aflert,  that  the  belief  of  a  particular  Providence  is  founded  upon  fuch  probable  reaibns 
as  may  well  juftify  our  aflent.  It  would  fcarce,  therefore,  be  wife  to  renounce  an  opinion  which 
affords  fb  firm  a  fupport  to  the  foul,  in  thofe  feafons  wherein  (he  ftands  in  mod  need  of  affiftance, 
merely  becanfe  it  is  not  poffible,  in  queftions  of  this  kind,  to  folve  every  difficulty  which  attends 
them." 

•  I  was  forry  to  obfervc  Lord  Monboddo  avoid  any  communication  with  Dr.  Johnfon. 
I  flattered  myfelf  that  I  had  made  them  very  good  friends,  (fee  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,"  third  edition,  page  67,)  but  unhappily  his  Lordmip  had  refumed  and  cherilhed  a 
violent  prejudice  againft  my  illuftrious  friend,  to  whom  I  mull  do  the  juftice  to  fay,  there  was 
on  his  part  not  the  leaft  anger,  but  a  good-humoured  fportivenefs.  Nay,  though  he  knew  of 
his  Lordfhip's  difpofition  towards  him,  he  was  even  kindly ;  as  appeared  from  bis  inquiring  of 
me  after  him,  by  an  abbreviation  of  his  name,  "  Well,  how  does  Mowty  ?" 

Vol.  II.  R  r  r  I  find 
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I  find  only  thefc  three  {mall  particulars:— One,  when  a  perfon  was  mentioned 
who  faid,  "  I  have  lived  fifty-one  years  in  this  world  without  having  had  ten 
minutes  of  uneafinefsj"  he  exclaimed,  "The  man  who  fays  fo  lies.  He 
attempts  to  impofc  on  human  credulity."  The  Biftiop  .of  Exeter  in  vain 
obfenrcd,  that  men  were  very  different.  His  Lordfhip's  manner  was  not 
imprefiive,  and  I  learnt  afterwards  that  Johnfon  did  not  find  out  that  the  perfon 
who  talked  to  him  was  a  Prelate ;  if  he  had,  I  doubt  not  that  he  would  have 
treated  him  with  mote  refpeft ;  for  once  talking  of  George  Pfalmanazar, 
whom  he  reverenced  for  his  piety,  he  faid,  cc  I  fhould  as  foon  think  of  con- 
tradicting a.bifhop."  One  of  the  company  provoked  him  greatly  by  doing 
what  he  oould  leaft  of  all  bear,  which  was  quoting  fomething  of  his  own 
writing,  againft  what  he  then  maintained.  cc  What,  Sir,  (cried  the  gentleman,) 
do  you  fay  to 

c  The  bufy  day,  the  peaceful  night, 
c  Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by  ?" 

Johnfon  having  thus  had  himfelf  prefented  as  giving  an  inftance  of  a 
man  who  had  lived  without  uneafinefs  was  much  offended,  for  he  looked 
upon  fiich  quotation  as  unfair.  His  anger  burft  out  in  an  imjuftifiable 
retort,  infinuating  that  the  gentleman's  remark  was  a  {ally  of  ebriety* 
€<  Sir,  there  is  one  paffion  I  would  advife  you  to  command.  When  you  have 
drunk  out  that  glafs,  don't  drink  another/'  Here  was  exemplified  what 
Goldfmith  faid  of  him,  with  the  aid  of  a  very  witty  image  from  one  of  Gibber's 
Comedies,  "  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon  -,  for  if  his  piftol  mifles  fire* 
he  knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end  of  it."— Another,  whep  a  gentleman 
of  eminence,  in  the  literary  world  was  violendy  cenfured  for  attacking  people 
by  anonymous  paragraphs  in  news-papers;  he,  from  the  fpririt  of  contradidioa 
as  I  thought,  took  up  his  defence,  and  faid,  "  Come,  come,  this  is  not  fo 
terrible  a  crime ;  he  means  only  to  vex  them  a  little.  I  do  not  fay  that  I 
fhould  do  it  i  but  there  is  a  great  difference  between  him  and  me ;  what  i* 
fit  for  Hephaeftion  is  not  fit  for  Alexander."— Another,  when  I  told  him  that  a 
young  and  handfome  Countefs  had  faid  to  me,  "  I  fhould  think  that  to  be  praifed 
by  Dr.  Johnfon  would  make  one  a  fool  all  one's  life*"  and  that  I  anferered,. 
€c  Madam,  I  fhall  make  him  a  fool  to-day,  by  repeating  this  to  him*"  he 
faid,  cc  1  am  too  old  to  be  made  a  fool  j  but  if  you  fay  I  am,  I  fhall  not  deny 
it.  I  am  much  pleafed  with  a  compliment,  efpecially  from  a  pretty  woman." 
On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  May  15,  he  was  in  fine  fpirits,  at  our  Effex- 
Head-Club.    He  told  us,  u  I  dined  yefterday  at  Mrs*  Garrick's,  with  Mrs., 

Carter* 
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Carter,  Mifc  Hannah  More,  and  Mifs  Fanny  Burney.  Three  fuch  women  are  not  » 7*4- 
to  be  found.  I  know  not  where  I  could  find  a  fourth,  except  Mrs.  Lennox,  ^[7f9 
who  is  fuperiour  to  them  all."  Boswell.  cc  What!  had  you  them  all  to 
yourfelG  Sir?"  Johnson.  cc  I  had  them  all  as  much  as  they  were  had; 
but  it  might  have  been  better  had  there  been  more  company  there." 
Boswell.  "  Might  not  Mrs.  Montagu  have  been  a  fourth  ?"  Johnson* 
"  Sir,  Mrs.  Montagu  does  not  make  a  trade  of  her  wit.  But  Mrs.  Montagu 
is  a  very  extraordinary  woman ;  (he  has  a  conftant  ftream  of  converfation,  and 
it  is  always  impregnated ;  it  has  always  meaning."  Boswell.  <c  Mr.  Burke 
has  a  conftant  ftream  of  convention."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  if  a  man 
were  to  go  by  chance  at  the  fame  time  with  Burke  under  a  fhed,  to  fhun  a 
ihower,  he  would  fay  this  is  an  extraordinary  man.  If  Burke  fliould  go  into 
a  ftable  to  fee  his  horfe  dreft,  the  oftler  would  lay  we  have  had  an  extra- 
ordinary man  here."  Boswell.  "  Foote  was  a  man  who  never  failed  in 
converfation.  If  he  had  gone  into  a  ftable—"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  he  had 
gone  into  a  ftable,  the  oftler  would  have  faid  here  has  been  a  comical  fellow; 
but  he  would  not  have  refpe&ed  him."  Boswell.  c<  And,  Sir,  the  oftler 
would  have  anfwered  him,  would  have  given  him  as  good  as  he  brought, 
as  the  common  faying  is."  Johnson.  <c  Yes,  Sir;  and  Foote  would  have 
anfwered  the  oftler.— When  Burke  does  not  defcend  to  be  merry,  his  con- 
verfation is  very s  fuperiour  indeed.  There  is  no  proportion  between  the 
powers  which  he  fhews  in  ferious  talk  and  in  jocularity.  When  he  lets  himfelf 
down  to  that,  he  is  in  the  kennel."  I  have  in  another  place  ■  oppofed,  and 
I  hope  with  fuccels,  Dr.  Johnfon's  very  Angular  and  erroneous  notion  as  to 
Mr.  Burke's  pleafantry.  Mr.  Windham  now  faid  low  to  me,  that  he  differed 
from  our  great  friend  in  this  obfervation ;  for  that  Mr.  Burke  was  often  very 
happy  in  his  merriment.  It  would  not  have  been  right  for  either  of  us  to 
have  contradifted  Johnfon  at  this  time,  in  a  Society  all  of  whom  did  not  know 
and  value  Mr.  Burke  as  much  as  we  did.  It  might  have  occasioned  fome- 
thirig  more  rough,  and  at  any  rate  would  probably  have  checked  the  flow  of 
Johnfon's  good-humour.  He  called  to  us  with  a  fudefen  air  of  exultation, 
as  the  thought  ftajted  into  his  mind,  €<  O !  Gentlemen;  I'  muft  tell  you  a  very 
great  thing. '  The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  has  ordered  the  ♦Rambler'  to  be 
tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  language  \     So  I  fhall  be  read  on  the  banks  of 


r  **  Journal  of  a  Tout  to  the  Hebrides/'  edit.  3,  p.  20. 

*  I  havftfince  heard  that  the  report  wa»  not  welt-founded;  tot  the  ehtfen  dttcotood  by 
Johajba  in  the  belief  that  it  ww  era**  flpwed  a  oohte  ardour  for  literary  fama 

R  r  r  a  the 
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the  Wolga.    Horace  boafts  that  his  fame  would  extend  as  far  as  the  banks* 
of  the  Rhone;    now  the  Wolga  is  farther  from  me  than  the  Rhone  was/ 
from  Horace,"     Boswbll.  c<  You  muft  certainly  be  pleafed  with  this,  Sir." 
Johnson.  "  I  am  pleafed,  Sir,  to  be  fure.     A  man  is  pleafed  to  find  he  has 
fucceeded  in  that  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  do." 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  his  having  feen  a  noble  perfon  driving 
in  his  carriage,  and  looking  exceedingly  well,  notwithftanding  his  great  age. 
Johnson.  cc  Ah,  Sir  5  that  is  nothing.  Bacoa  obferves*  that  a  ftout  healthy 
old  man  is  like  a  tower  undermined." 

On  Sunday,  May  16,  I  found  him  alone;  he  talked  of  Mrs.  Thrale  with 
much  concern,  faying,  cc  Sir,  fhe  has  done  every  thing  wrong,  fince  Thralc's 
bridle  was  off  her  neck;"  and  was  proceeding  to  mention  fome  circumftances 
which  have  fince  been  the  fubjeft  of  publick  difcuffion,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Biihop  of  Carlifle. 

Dr.  Douglas,  upon  this  occafion,  refuted  a  naiftaken  notion  which  is  very 
common  in  Scotland,  that  the  ecclefiaftical  discipline  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, though  duly  enforced,  is  inefficient  to  preferve  the  morals  of  the  clergy, 
inafmuch  as  all  delinquents  may  be  fcreened  by  appealing  to  the  Convocation, 
which  being  never  authorized  by  the  King  to  fit  for  the  dilpatch  of  bufinefs, 
the  appeal  never  can  be  heard.  Dr.  Douglas  obferved,  that  this  was  founded 
upon  ignorance ;  for  that  the  Bifhops  have  fufficient  power  to  maintain  disci- 
pline, and  that  the  fitting  of  the  Convocation  was  wholly  immaterial  in  this 
refpe6t,  it  being  not  a  Court  of  judicature,  but  like  a  parliament,  to  make 
Canons  and  regulations  as  times  may  require. 

Johnfon,  talking  of  the  fear  of  death,  feid,  "  Some  people  are  not 
afraid,  becaufe  they  look  upon  falvation  as  the  effed  of  an  abfblute  decree, 
and  think  they  feel  in  themfelves  the  marks  of  fan&ification.  Others,  and 
thofe  the  moft  rational  in  my  opinion,,  look  upon  falvation  as  conditional  j 
and  as  they  never  can  be  fure  that  they  have  complied  with  the  conditions, 
they  are  afraid." 

In  one  of  his  little  manufcript  diaries,  about  this  time,  I  find  a  fhort  notice, 
which  marks  his  amiable  difpofition  more  certainly  than  a  thoufand  ftudied 
declarations. — "  Afternoon  ipent  cheerfully  and  elegantly,  I  hope  without 
offence  to  God  or  man  j  though  in  no  holy  duty,  yet  in  the  general  exercile 
and  cultivation  of  benevolence." 

On  Monday,  May  17,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Dilly's,  where  were 
Colonel  Valiancy,  Reverend  Dr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Capel  Lofft,  who,  though 
a  moft  zealous  Whig,  has  a  mind  fo  full  of  learning  and  knowledge,  and  fd 

much 
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much  in  exercife  in  various  exertions,  and  withal  fo  much  liberality,  that  «784- 
the  ftupendous  powers  of  the  literary  Goliath,  though  they  did  not  frighten  jgUu  •"$, 
this  litde  David  of  popular  fpirit,  could  not  but  excite  his  admiration. 
There  was  alfo  Mr.  Braithwaite  of  the  Poft-office,  that  amiable  and  friendly 
man,  who,  with  modeft  and  unaffuming  manners,  has  aflbciated  with  many 
of  the  wits  of  the  age.  Johnfon  was  very  quiefcent  to-day.  Perhaps  too  I 
was  indolent.  I  find  nothing  more  of  him  in  my  notes,  but  that  when  I 
mentioned  that  I  had  feen  in  the  King's  library  fixty -three  editions  of  my 
favourite  Thomas  a  Kempis,  amongft  which  it  was  in  eight  languages, 
Latin,  German,  French,,  Italian,  Spamfh,  Englifh,  Arabick,  and  Armenian, 
he  faid,  he  thought  it  unnecefiary  to  collect  many  editions  of  a  book,  which 
were  all  the  fame,  except  as  to  the  paper  and  print;  he  would  have  the 
original,  and  all  the  tranflations,  and  all  the  editions  which  had  any  variations 
in  the  text.  He  approved  of  the  famous  collection  of  editions  of  Horace 
by  Douglas,,  mentioned  by  Pope,  who  is  faid  to  have  had  a  clofet  filled  with 
them ;  and  he  faid*  every  man  fhould  try  to  colled  one  book  in  that  manner, 
and  prefent  it  to  a  publick  library.. 

On.  Tuefday,  May  1 7,.  I  faw  him  for  a  fliort  time  in  the  morning.  I  told 
him  that  the  mob  had  called  out,  as  the  King  pafled>  "  No  Fox — No  Fox," 
which  1  did  not  like.  He  faid,.  "They  were  right,  Sir."  I  laid,  I  thought 
not,  for  it  feemed  to  be  making  Mr.  Fox  the  King's  competitor.  There 
being  no  audience,  fo  that  there  could  be  no  triumph  in  a  vidtory,  he  fairly 
agreed  with  me.  I  faid  it  might  do  very  well,  if  explained  thus :  cc  Let  us 
have  no  Fox  "  underftanding  it  as  a  prayer  to  his  Majefty  not  to  appoint 
that  gentleman  minifter. 

On  Wedneiday,  May  1 9, 1  (at  a  part  of  the  evening  with  him,  by  ourfelves* 
I  obferved,  that  the  death  of  our  friends  might  be  a  confolation  againft  the 
fear  of  our  own  difiblution,  becaufe  we  might  have  more  friends  in  the  other 
world  than  in  this.  He  perhaps  felt  this  as  a  reflection  upon  his  apprehenfion 
as  to  death;  and  faid,  with  heat,  "  How  can  a  man  know  where  his  departed 
friends  are,,  or  whether  they  will  be  his  friends  in  the  other  world.  How  many 
friendfhips  have  you  known  formed  upon  principles  of  vbtue  ?  Moft  friend- 
fhips  are  formed  by  caprice  or  by  chance,  mere  confederacies  in  vice  or  leagues 
in  folly." 

We  talked  of  our  worthy  friend  Mr.  Langton.  He  faid,  "  I  know  not  who 
will  go  to  Heaven  if  Langton  does  not.  Sir,  I  could  almoft  fay,  Sis  anima 
tnea  cum  Langtono"  I  mentioned  a  very  eminent  friend  as  a  virtuous  man. 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  but  ■  has  not  the  evangelical  virtue  of  Langton* 

3  I  am  afraid,  would  not  fcruple  to  pick  up  a  wench/' 

He 


+94  THE    LIFE    OF     DR.    JOHNSON. 

x784*  He  however  charged  Mr.  Langton  with  what  he  thought  want  of  judge- 
jEuu  7T.  nient  upon  an  intereftiog  occafion.  "  When  I  was  ill  (faid  he)  I  defired  he 
would  tell  me  fincerely  in  what  he  thought  my  life  was  faulty.  Sir,  he 
brought  me  a  Ihect  of  paper*  on  which  he  had  written  down  feveral  texts 
of  Scripture,  recommending  chxi&an  charity.  And  when  I  queftioned  him 
what  occafion  1  had  given  for  fuch  an  animadverfion,  all  that  he  could  lay 
amounted  to  this— that  I  fometimes  contradifted  people  in  converfation. 
Now  what  harm  does  it  do  to  any  man  to  be  -contradi&ed  ?"  Boswell. 
"  I  fyppofe  he  meant  the  manner  of  doing  it;  roughly— and  harfhly*" 
Johnson,  "  And  who  is  the  worfe  for  that  ?"  Boswell.  «  It  hurts  people  of 
weak  nerves."  Johnson.  cc  I  know  no  fuch  weak-nerved  people."  Mr. 
Burke,  to  whom  I  related  this  conference,  faid,  "  It  is  well,  if  when  a  man 
comes  to  die,  he  has  nothing  heavier  upon  his  conference  than  having  been  a 
little  rough  in  converfation." 

Johnfon,  at  the  time  when  the  paper  was  prefented  to  him,  though  at 
firft  pleafed  with  the  attention  of  his  friend,  whom  he  thanked  in  an  earneft 
manner,  foon  exclaimed,  in  a  loud  and  angry  tone,  «  What  is  your  drift,  Sir  ?" 
Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  pleafantly  obferved,  that  it  was  a  fcene  for  a  comedy,  to 
fee  a  penitent  get  into  a  violent  paflion  and  belabour  his  confeflbr  K 

I  have  prefeived  no  more  of  his  converfation  at  the  times  when  I  faw  him 
during  the  reft  of  this  month,  till  Sunday,  the  30th  of  May,  when  I  met  him 
in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Hoole's,  where  there  was  a  large  company,  both  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen*  Sir  James  Johnfton  happened  to  fay,  that  he  paid  no 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  counfel  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
becaufe  they  were  paid  for  fpeaking.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  argument  is 
argument.  You  cannot  help  paying  regard  to  their  arguments  if  they  are 
gG9d.  ,  If  it  were  tefttmony  you  might  difregard  it,  if  you  knew  that  it  were 
purchafcet    There  is  a  beautiful  image  in  Bacon  upon  this  fubjeft ;  teftimony 

r  After  all,  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  as  Mr.  Langton  was  ferioufly  requefted  by  Br. 
Johnfon  to  mention  what  appeared  to  him  erroneous  in  the  character  of  his  friend,  he'was  bound, 
as  dh  heneft  man,  to  intimate  what  he  really  thought,  which  he  certainly  did  in  the  rood  delicate 
manner  j  fo  that  Johnfon  hirafdf,  whtn  in  a  quiet  frame,  w*9  pleaftd  with  it.  The  texts  foggefted 
are  now  before  me,  and  I  (hall  quote  a  few  of  then*  "  Bk&d  are  the  meek,  for  they  fhall 
inherit  the  earth,"  Mai.  v.  5. — "  I  therefore,  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord,  befeech  you,  that  ye 
walk  worthy  qf  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called.  With  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefc,  with 
long-foffering;  forbearing  one  another  in  love."  Ephef.  v,  1,  2.—"  And  above  all  thefe  things  put 
on  charity,  whithis  the  bond  of  perfeclnefs."  Col.  iii.  14.— **  Charity  fuffereth  long,  and  is 
kind;  charity  envieth  not,  charity  vaunteth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed  up  :  doth  not  behave  itfclf 
wtfeeinly,  is  not  eafiry  jprovoked/1  t  Cor.  xiii.  4, 5. 

IS 
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is  like  an  arrow  (hot  from  a  long  bow$  the  force  of  it  depends  on  the  ftrength      1784. 
of  the  hand  that  draws  it.     Argument  is  like  an  arrow  from  a  crofs-bow,  ^EtttTrc! 
which  has  equal  force  though  (hot  by  a  child." 

He  had  dined  that  day  at  Mr.  Hoole's,  and  Mils  Helen  Maria  Williams 
being  expe&ed  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Hoole  put  into  his  hands  her  beautiful 
"-  Ode  on  the  Peace  V*  Johnfon  read  k  over,  and  when  this  amiable,  elegant, 
and  accomplifhed  young  lady  was  prefented  to  him,  he  took  her  by  the 
hand  in  the  moft  courteous  manner,  and  repeated  the  fineft  ftanza  of  her 
poem ;  this  was  the  moft  delicate  and  pleating  compliment  he  could  pay. 
Her  relpeftable  friend,  Dr.  Kippis,  from  whom  I  had  this  anecdote,  wa*. 
ftanding  by>  and  was  not  a  little  gratified. 

Mils  Williams  told  me,  that  the  only  other  time  fhe  was  fortunate  enough 
to  be  in  Dr.  Johnfon*s  company,  he  aflced  her  to  fit  down  byhim,  which  (he 
did,    and  upon  her  enquiring  how.  he  was,,  he  anfwered,  "  I  am  very  ilL 
indeed,  Madam.     I  am  very  ill  even  when  you  are  near  me;  what  fhould 
I  be  were  you  at  a  diftance." 

He  had  now  a  great  defire  to  go  to  Oxford,  as  his  firft  jaunt  after  his 
illnefs ;  we  talked  of  it  for  fome  days,  and  I  had  promifed  to  accompany  hirrv 
He  was  impatient  and  fretful  to-night,  becaufe  I  did  not  at  once  agree  to  go 
with  him  on  Thurfday.  When  1  confidered  how  ill  he  had  been, .  and  what 
allowance  fhould  be  made  for  the  influence  of  ficknefs  upon  his  temper,  1 
refolved  co  indulge  him,  though  with  fome  inconvenience  to  myftlf,  as  I 
wifhed  to  attend  the  mufical  meeting  in  honour  of  Handel,  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  on  the  following  Saturday. 

In  the  midft  of  his  own  difeafes  and  pains,  he  was  ever  companionate  to* 
the  diflxefles  of  others,  and  actively  earned  in  procuring  them  aid,  as 
appears  from  a  note  to  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds,  of  June  i,  in  thefe  words  t. 
€<  I  am  alhamed  to  afk  for  fome  relief  for  a  poor  man,  to  whom,  I  hope,  I 
have  given  what  I  can  be  expefted  to  (pare.  The  man  importunes  me,  and. 
the  blow  goes  round.     I  am  going  to  try  another  air  on  Thurfday." 

On  Thurfday,  June  3,  the  Oxford  poft-coachtook.us  up  in  the  morning, 
at  Bolt-court.  The  other  two  pafiengcrs  were  Mrs.  Beresford  and  her 
daughter,  two  very  agreeable  ladies  from  America;  they  were  going  to  Won 
cefterfhire,  where  they  then  refided.  Frank  had  been  font  by  his  matter  the 
9  day  before  to  take  places  for  us ;  and  1  found  from  the  way-bill^  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  had  made  our  names  be  put  down.    Mrs.  Beresford^ who  had  read: 

4  The  Peace  made  by  that  very  able  ftatefman,  the  Earl  of  Shelbutne,  npw  Marquis  of 
Lanfdowne,  which  may  fairly  be  confidered  as  t\e  foundation  of  all  the  profperity  of  Great— 
Britain  fince  that  time. 

2  it*, 
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»784«     it,  whifpered  me,  "  Is  this  the  great  Dr.  Johnfon  ?"  I  told  her  it  was;  fo  flic 

^uuV^  was  t'1€n  prep*1"^  to  ^cn*  As  (he  foon  happened  to  mention  in  a  voice  fo 
low  that  Johnfon  did  not  hear  it,  that  her  hufband  had  been  a  member  of  the 
American  Congrefe,  I  cautioned  her  to  beware  of  introducing  that  fubjelt, 
as  fhe  muft  know  how  very  violent  Johnfon  was  againft  the  people  of  that 
country.  He  talked  a  great  deal,  but  I  am  forry  I  have  prefcrved  litde  of 
the  conversation.  Mifs  Beresford  was  fo  much  charmed,  that  fhe  faid  to  me 
afide,  <c  How  he  does  talk !  Every  ientence  is  an  effay."  She  amufed  herfelf 
in  the  coach  with  knotting ;  he  would  fcarcely  allow  this  fpecies  of  employ- 
ment any  merit.  "  Next  to  mere  idlenefs  (faid  he)  I  think  knotting  is  to 
be  reckoned  in  the  fcale  of  infignificance ;  though  I  once  attempted  to  learn 
knotting.  Dempfter's  filler  (looking  to  me)  endeavoured  to  teach  me  it; 
but  I  made  no  progrefs." 

I  was  furprifed  at  his  talking  without  referve  in  the  publick  poft-coach  of 
the  ftate  of  his  affairs ;  "  I  have  (faid  he)  about  the  world  I  think  above  a 
thouland  pounds,  which  I  intend  (hall  afford  Frank  an  annuity  of  feventy 
pounds  a  year.** 

At  the  inn  where  we  flopped  he  was  exceedingly  diflatisfied  with  fome  roaft 
mutton  which  we  had  for  dinner.  The  ladies  I  faw  wondered  to  fee  the  great 
philofopher,  whofe  wifdom  and  wit  they  had  been  admiring  all  the  way,  get 
into  ill-humour  from  fuch  a  caufe.  He  fcolded  the  waiter,  faying,  *c  It  is  as 
bad  as  bad  can  be.     It  is  ill-fed,  ill-killed,  ill-kept,  and  ill-dreft." 

He  bore  the  journey  very  well,  and  feemed  to  feel  himfelf  elevated  as  he 
approached  Oxford,  that  magnificent  and  venerable  feat  of  Learning,  Ortho- 
doxy, and  Toryifm.  Frank  came  in  the  heavy  coach,  in  readinefi  to  attend 
him ;  and  we  were  received  with  the  moft  polite  hofpitality  at  the  houfe  of 
his  old  friend  Dr.  Adams,  Mailer  of  Pembroke  College,  who  had  given  us 
a  kind  invitation.  Before  we  were  fet  down,  I  communicated  to  Johnfon  my 
having  engaged  to  return  to  London  dire&ly,  for  the  reafon  I  have  men- 
tioned, but  that  I  would  haften  down  to  him  again.  He  was  pleafed  that  I 
had  made  this  journey  merely  to  keep  him  company.  He  was  eafy  and 
placid,  with  Dr.  Adams,  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Adams,  and  Mrs.  Kennicor,  widow 
of  the  learned  Hebraean,  who  was  here  on  a  vifit.  He  foon  diipatched  the 
inquiries  which  were  made  about  his  illnefs  and  recovery,  by  a  ihort  and 
diftindt  narrative ;  and  then  afluming  a  gay  air,  repeated  from  Swifi^ 

"  Nor  think  on  our  approaching  ills, 
"  And  talk  of  fpeftacles  and  pills." 

Tr. 
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Dr.  Newton,   the  Bilhop  of  Briftol,  having  been  mentioned,   Johnfon,      *784- 
rccolle&ing  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  mentioned  by  that  Prelate*,  j£tXBi%  ?i% 
thus  retaliated : — cc  Tom  knew  Ije  fhould  be  dead  before  what  he  has  faid  of 
me  would  appear.     He  durft  not  have  printed  it  while  he  was  alive."     Dr. 
Adams.  "  I  believe  his  *  Diflertations  on  the  Prophecies'  is  his  great  work." 
J  ohnson.  a  Why,  Sir,  it  is  Tom's  great  work ;  but  how  far  it  is  great,  or 
how  much  of  it  is  Tom's,  are  other  queftions.     I  fancy  a  confiderable  part 
of  it  was  borrowed."     Diu  Adams.    cc  He  was  a  very  fuccefsful  man." 
Johnson.*  "  I  don't  think  fo,  Sir>— He  did  not  get  very  high.     He  -was  late 
in  getting  what  he  did  get ;   and  he  did  not  get  it  by  the  beft  means.     I 
believe  he  was  a  grofs  flatterer." 

I  fulfilled  my  intention  by  going  to  London,  and  returned  to  Oxford  on 
Wednefday  the  9th  of  June,  when  I  was  happy  to  find  myfelf  again  in  the 
lame  agreeable  circle  at  Pembroke  College,  with  the  comfortable  profpeft  of 
making  fome  ftay.  Johnfon  welcomed  my  return  with  more  than  ordinary 
glee. 

He  talked  with  great  regard  of  the  Honourable  Archibald  Campbell, 
whofc  character  he  had  given  at  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  table,  when  we  were 
at  Inveraray s ;  and  at  this  time  wrote  out  for  me,  in  his  own  hand,  a  fuller 
account  of  that  learned  and  venerable  writer,  which  I  have  publilhed  in  its 

+  Dr.  Newton  in  his  Account  of  his  own  Life,  after  animadverting  upon  Mr.  Gibbon's 
Hiftory,  fays,  "  Dr.  Johnfon'*  '  Lives  of  the  Poets9  afforded  more  amufcment;  bat  candour 
was  much  hurt  and  offended  at  the  malevolence  that  predominates  in  every  part*  Some  paflages, 
it  mud  be  allowed,  are  judicious  and  well  written,  but  make  not  fufficient  compenfation  for  fo 
much  fpleen  and  ill  humour.  Never  was  any  biographer  more  fparing  of  his  praife,  or  more 
abundant  in  -his  cenfures.  He  feemingly  delights  more  in  expofing  blemifhes,  than  in  recom- 
mending beauties ;  (lightly  pafles  over  excellencies,  enlarges  upon  imperfections,  and  not  content 
with  his  own  fevere  reflections,  revives  old  (caudal,  and  produces  large  quotations  from  the 
forgotten  works  of  former  criticks.  His  reputation  was  fo  high  in  the  republick  of  letters,  that 
it  wanted  not  to  be  raifed  upon  the  ruins  of  others.  But  thefe  Eflays,  inftead  of  railing  a 
higher  idea  than  was  before  entertained  of  his  understanding,  have  certainly  given  the  world  a 
worie  opinion  of  his  temper/'  The  Biftiop  was  therefore  the  more  furprized  and  concerned  for  his 
townfman,  for  be  "  refpeQed  htm  not  only  for  his  genius  end  learning,  hut  valued  him  much  more  for  the 
more  amiable  fart  of  his  cbaraSer,  his  humanity  and  charity,  bis  morality  and  religion ."  The- lad 
fentence  we  may  confider  as  the  general  and  permanent  opinion  of  Bifhqp  Newton  j  the  remarks 
which  precede  it  muft,  by  all  who  have  read  Johnfon's  admirable  work,  be  imputed  to  the 
difguft  and  peevifhnefs  of  old  age.  I  wifh  it  had  not  appeared,  and  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  not 
been  provoked  by  it  to  exprefs  himfelf,  not  in  refpeclful  terms,  of  a  Prelate,  whofe  labours  were 
certainly  of  confiderable  advantage  both  to  literature  and  religion. 

5  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/'  3d  edit.  p.  371* 

Vol*  II.  S  s  s  proper 
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proper  place.    Johnfon  made  a  remark  this  evening  which  (buck  me  a  good* 
deal.     <c  I  never  (faid  he)  knew  a  nonjuror  who  could  reafon."     Surely  he 
did  not  mean  to  deny  that  faculty  to  many  of  their  writers ;  to  Hickes,  Brett, 
and  other  eminent  divines  of  that  perfuafion  $  and  did  not  recoiled:  that  the 
feven  Bifhops,    fo  juftly  celebrated  for  their   magnanimous   refiftance  of 
arbitrary  power,  were  yet  Nonjurors  to  die  new  Government.     The  non- 
juring  clergy  of  Scotland,  indeed,  who,,  excepting  a  few,  have  lately,  by  a 
fudden    ftroke,   cut   off   all   ties   of  allegiance   to    the   houfe  of  Stuart,, 
and  refolved  to  pray  for  our  prefent  lawful  Sovereign  by  name,    may  be 
thought  to  have  confirmed  this  remark $  as  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  divine 
indefeafibla  hereditary  right  which  they  profeffed  to  believe,,  if  ever  true,,  muft 
be  equally  true  ftill.     Many  of  my  readers  will  be  furprized  when.  I  mention,, 
that  J  ohnfon  aflured  me  he  had  never  in  his  life  been  in.  a  nonjuring  meeting- 
houfe. 

Next  morning  at  breakfaft,  he  pointed  out  a  paflage  in  Savage's c*  Wanderer,** 
dying,  <c  Thefe  are  fine  verfes." — "  If  (faid  he)  I  had  written  with  hoftilitjr 
pf  Warburton  in  my  Shakfpeare,  I  Ihould  have  quoted  this  couplet : 

'  Here  Learning,  blinded  firft,.  and  then  beguiTd, 
(  Looks  dark  as  Ignorance>  as  Fancy  wild/ 

You  fee  they'd  have  fitted  him  to  a  5T,"  (fouling)..  D*.  Adams.  c<  But  you* 
did  not  write  againft  Warburton.'*  Johnson.  <c  No,  Sir,  I  treated  him  with- 
great  refpeft  both  in.  my  Preface  and  in  my  Notes." 

Mrs.  Kennicot  fpoke  of  her  brother,,  die  Reverend.  Mr.  Chamberlayne*, 
who  had  given  up  good  preferments  in  the  Church  of  England  on  his  con*- 
verfion  to  the  Roman  Catholick  faith.     Johnfon,  who  warmly  admired  every 
man  who  afted  from  a  confeientious  regard  to  principle,  erroneous  or  nov 
exclaimed  fervently#  "  God  blefs  him*** 

Mrs.  Kennicot,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  opinion,  that  the  prefent 
was  not  worfe  than  former  ages,  mentioned  that  her  brother  aflured  her,  there 
was  now  lefs  infidelity  on  the  Continent  than  there  had  been ;  Voltaire  and. 
Roufleau  were  lefs  read.  I  afferted,,  from  good  authority,,  that  Hume's 
infidelity  was  certainly  lefs  read.  Johnson.  "  All  infidel  writers  drop  into 
oblivion,  when  perfonal  connections  and  the  floridnefs  of  novelty  are  gone  * 
though  now  and  then  a  foolifh  fellow,  who  thinks  he  can  be  witty  upon  them,, 
may  bring  them  again  into  notice.  There  will  fometimes  ftart  up  a  College 
jokerA  who  does  not  confider  that  what  is  a  joke  in  a  College  will  not  do  ii* 

the 
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the  world*    To  fach  defenders  of  Religion  I  would  apply  a  ftanza  of  a  poem     *784- 
which  I  remember  to  have  feen  in  fome  old  colledlion :  ^tauTc! 

c  Henceforth  be  quiet  and  agree, 

c  Each  kifs  his  empty  brother  $ 
c  Religion  (corns  a  foe  like  thee, 

c  But  dreads  a  friend  like  t'other/ 

•The  point  is  wefl>  though  the  expreffion  is  not  correft ;   one,  and  not  tbce> 
ihould  be  oppofcd  to  f  other  V* 

On  the  Roman  Catholick  religion  he  faid,  "  If  you  join  the  Papifts  extcr* 
tially,  they  will  not  interrogate  you  ftriftly  as  to  your  belief  in  their  tenets. 
-No  reafoning  Papift  believes  every  article  of  their  faith.  There  is  one  fide 
T>n  which  a  good  man  might  be  perfuaded  to  embrace  it.  A  good  man,  of 
a  timorous  diipoficion,  in  great  doubt  of  his  acceptance  with  God,  and  pretty 
credulous,  might  be  glad  to  be  of  a  church  where  there  are  fb  many  helps  to 
get  to  Heaven.  I  would  be  a  Papift  if  I  could.  I  have  fear  enough ;  but 
an  obftinate  rationality  prevents  me.  I  (hall  never  be  a  Papift,  unlefs  on  the 
near  approach  of  death,  of  which  I  have  a  very  great  terrour.  I  wonder  that 
women  are  not  all  Papifts."  Bo&well.  Cf  They  are  not  more  afraid  of  death 
than  men  are/'  Johnson*  «  Becaufe  they  are  lefs  wicked."  Dr.  Adams* 
/c  They  are  more  pious."  Johnson.  "  No,  hang  'em,  they  are  not  more 
pious*  A  wicked  fellow  is  the  moft  pious  when  he  takes  to  it.  He'll  beat 
you  all  at  piety." 

He  argued  in  defence  of  fome  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Romfc. 
As  to  the  giving  the  bread  only  to  the  laity,  he  laid,  u  They  may  think,  that  in 
wlvtf.  is  merely  ritual,  deviations  from  the  primitive  mode  may  be  admitted 

*  1  have  inforted  the  ftanza  at  Jobnfcn  repealed  it  from  memory ;  but  I  have  face  found  the 
poem  itfelf,  in  "  1  he  Foundling  Hofpital  for  Wit/'  panted  at  Londdn,  1 749.  It  is  as  follows. ; 

**>  EFlOfcAM*  occafiontd  by  a  religion  Diffutt  at  Batk 

w  On  Reafon,  Faith,  and  Myftery  high,  *    " 

"  Two  wits  harangue  the  table ; 
"  B— — — y  believes  he  knows  not  why,  x 

«<  N  fwears  'tis  all  a  fable. 

# 

"  Peace,  coxcombs,  peace,  and  both  agree, 

"  N'       ■    ",  kifs  thy  empty  brother ; 
v  Religion  laughs  at  foes  like  tjtee,  .      t\  _  , 

"  And  dreads  a  friend  like  t'other." 

Sss2  on 
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on  the  ground  of  convenience,  and  I  think  they  are  as  well  warranted  to  make 
this  alteration,  as  we  are  to  fubftitute  fprinkling  in  the  room  of  the  ancient 
baptifm.  As  to  the  invocation  of  faints,  he  faid,  "  Though  I  do  not  think 
it  authorifed,  it  appears  to  me,  that c  the  communion  of  faints'  in  the  Creed 
means  the  communion  with  the  faints  in  Heaven,  as  connefted  with  €  The 
holy  cathoUck  church 7."  He  admitted  the  influence  of  evil  fpirits  upon  our 
minds,  and  faid,  "  Nobody  who  believes  the  New  Teftament  can  deny  it." 
1  brought  a  volume  of  Dr.  Hurd,  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefter's  Sermons,  and 
read  to  the  company  fome  paflages  from  one  of  them,  upon  this  text, 
cc  Refift  the  Devil  and  he  will  fly  from  you"    James  iv.  7. 

I  was  happy  to  produce  fo  judicious  and  elegant  a  fupporter8  of  a  do&rine, 
which,  I  know  not  why,  fhould  in  this  world  of  imperfe£t  knowledge,  and 

therefore 

*  Waller,  in  his  "  Divine  Poefie,"  Canto  firft,  has  the  fame  thought  finely  expreflcdi 

"  The  Church  triumphant,  and  the  Church  below, 

"  In  fongs  of  praife  their  prefent  union  fhow : 

*'  Their  joys  are  full;  our  expectation  long, 

"  In  life  we  differ,  but  we  join  in  fong ;  v 

«c  Angels  and  we  affifted  by  this  art, 

"  May  fmg  together,  though  wexlwell  apart.'* 

•  The  Sermon  thus  opens:—**  That  there  are  angels  and  fpirits  good  and  bad;  that  at  the 
head  of  thefe  lad  there  is  one  more  confiderable  and  malignant  than  the  reft,  who  in  the  form, 
or  under  the  name  of  a  Jerpeut,  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  fall  of  man,  and  whofe  head,  a* 
the  prophetick  language  is,  the  fon  of  man  was  one  day  to  bmife\  that  this  evil  fpirit,  though 
that  prophecy  be  in  pact  completed,  has  not  yet  received  his  death**  wound,  but  is  ftill  permitted, 
for  ends  unfearchable  to  us,  and  in  ways  which  we  cannot  particularly  explain,  to  have  a  certain 
degree  of  power  in  this  world  hoftile  to  its  virtue  and  happinefs,  and  fossetimes  exerted  with 
too  much  fucceft;  all  this  is  fo  clear  from  Scripture,  that  no  believer,  unlefi  he  be  firft  of  all 

Jpoiled  by  phihfophy  and  <vam  deceit  >  can  poflibly  entertain  a  doubt  of  it." 

Having  treated  oFfcJfcfiatr,  his  Lordfhip  fays,  "  As  I  have  no  authority  to  affirm  that  there 
mre  now  any  fuch,  fo  neither  may  I  prefume  to  fay  with  confidence,  that  there  are  not  any.'* 

"  But  then  with  regard  to  the  influence  of  evil  fpirits  at  this  day  upon  the  souls  of  men, 
I  fhall  take  leave  to  be  a  great  deal  more  peremptory.— -[Then,  having-  dated  the  Various  proofs], 
AH  this  I  fay  is  fo  manifeft  to  every  one  who  reads  the  Scriptures,  that  if  we  reipe& 
their  authority,  the  queftion  concerning  -the  reality  of  the  dexnonick  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  men  is  clearly  determined." 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  thefe  are  not  the  words  of  an  antiquated  or  obfcuie  enthufiafr,  but 
of  a  learned  and  polite  Prelate  now  alive  ;  and  were  fpoken,  not  to  a  vulgar  congregation,  but 
to  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincola's-Inn.  His  Lordfhip  in  this  Sermon  explains  the  words, 
M  deliver  us  from  evil,"  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as  fignifying  a  requeft  to  be  protected  from  "  the 
evil  one,"  that  is,  the  Devil.    This  is  well  illtaftrated  in  a  (tart  but  excellent  Commentary 


* 
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lore  of  wonder  and  myftery  in  a  thoufand  thftances,  be  contested  by  fame 
an  unthinking  affurance  and  flippancy. 

After  dinner,  when  one  of  us  talked  of  there  being  a  great  enmity  between 
Whig  and  Tory.  Johnson.  "  Why  not  fo  much,  I  think,  unlefs  when  they 
come  into  competition  with  each  other.  There  is  none  when  they  are  only 
common  acquaintance,  none  when  they  are  of  different  {exes.  A  Tory  will 
marry  into  a  Whig  family,  and  a  Whig  into  a  Tory  family,  without  any 
relu&ance.  But  indeed  in  a  matter  of  much  more  concern  than  political 
tenets,  and  that  is  religion,  men.  and  women  do  not  concern  themfelves  much 
about  difference  of  opinion.  And  ladies  fet  no  value  on  the  moral  character 
of  men  who  pay  their  addreffes  to  them  >  the  greateft  profligate  will  be  as 
well  received  as  the  man  of  the  greateft  virtue,  and  this  by  a  very  good 
woman,  by  a  woman  who  fays  her  prayers  three  times. a  day*"  Our  ladies 
endeavoured  to  defend  their  fex  from  this  charge ;  but  he  roared  them  down  I 
"  No,  no;  a  lady  will  take  Jonathan  Wild  as  readily  as  St.  Auftin,  if  he  has 
three-pence  more ;  and,  what  is  worfe,  her  parents  will  give  her  to  him. 
Women  have  a  perpetual  envy  of  our  vices  i  they  are  lefs  vicious  than  we, 
not  from  choice,  but  becaufe  we  reftrift  them ;  they  are  the  flaves  of  order 
and  fafhion ;  their  virtue  is  of  more  confequence  to  us  than  our  own,  fo  far.  as 
concerns  this  world." 

Mifs  Adams  mentioned  a  gendeman  of  licentious  character,  and  faid, 
ft  Suppofe  I  had  a  mind  to  marry  that  gendeman,  would  my  parents  confent." 
Johnson:  "  Yes,  they'd  confent,  and  you'd  go.  Ypu'd  go  though  rJiey 
did  not  confent."  Miss  Adams.  "  Perhaps  their  oppofing  might  make  me 
go."  Johnson.  "  O,  very  well  j  you'd  take  one  whom. you  think  a  had  man* 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  vexing  your  parents.  You  put  me  ia  mind  of.pt* 
Barrowby  the  phyfician,  who  was  very  fond  of  fwine's  flefh..  One  day  when 
he  was  eating  it,  he  faid,  c  I  wifh  I  was  a  Jew.'— «  Why*  fo  ?  (faid  ibme* 
body)  j  the  Jews  are  not  allowed  to  eat  your  favourite  meat/ — c  Becaufe 
(faid  he)  I  fhould  then  have  the  guft  of  eating  it,,  with  the  pleafure  of  finning.'' 
He  then  proceeded  in  his  declamation*. 

Mifs  Adams  foon  afterwards  made  an  obfervation  that  I  do  not  itcollefli, 
which  pleafed  him  much;  he  faid  with  a  good-humoured  fmile,  "  That, there 
fiiould  be  fo  much  excellence  united  with  fo  much  depravity  is  flrange." 

by  my  late  worthy  friend^tbe  Reverend  Dr..Ldrt,  of  wham  it  may  truly  be  faid,  Muhis  Hie  lonit 
JUbilU  oecidH.  It  is  remarkable  that  Waller  in  his  ••  Refleaions  on  the  fcvtral  frtition*,"  in  that 
iacied  form  of  devotion,  has  onderftood  this  in  the  fame  fenfe, 

«  Guard  as  from  all  temptations  of  the  Fos»". 

Indeed* 
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Indeed,  this  lady's  good  qualities,  merit,  and  accomplishments,  and.  hfif 
conftant  attention  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  were  not  loft  upon  him*.  She  happened 
to  tell  him  that  a  little  coffee-pot,  in  which  (he  had  made  his  coffee,  was  the 
only  thing  (he  could  call  her  own.  He  turned  to  her  with  a  complacent 
gallantry,.  "  Don't  fay  fo,  my  dear*  I  hope  you  don't  reckon  my  heart  as 

nothing." 

I  afked  him  if  it  was  true  as  reported,  that  he  had  (kid  lately,  <c  I  am  for 
the  King  againft  Fox  -,  but  I  am  for  Fox  againft  Pitt."  Johnson,  €C  Yes, 
Sir;  the  King  is  my  mailer;    but 'I  dd  not  know  Pitt;  and  Fox  is  my 

friend."  :        •         '  * 

"  Fox  (added  he)  is  a  mod:  extraordinary1  man;  her&is a  ram  (deicribing 
him  in  ftrong  terms  of  obje&ion  in  fome  refpe&s  according  as  he  ^appre^ 
hended,  but  which  exalted  his  abilities  die  more)*  who*  has  divided  the  king- 
dom with  Csefar;  fo  that  it  was  a  doubt  whether  the  nation  Ihould  be  mled 
by  the  fceptre  of  George  the  Third,  or  tfee  tongue  of  Fox;" 

Dr.  Wall,  phyfician  at  Oxford*  drank  tea  with  u&  Johnfon  had  in  general 
a  peculiar  pleafiire  in  the  company  of  phyficians,  which  was  certainly  not 
abated  by  the  converfation  of  this  learned,  ingenious,  and  pleating  gentleman* 
Johnfon  (aid,  "  It  is  wonderful  how  little  good  RadclifFe's  travelling  fellow* 
fhips  have  done.  I  know  nothing  that  has  been  imported  by  them ;  yet  many 
additions  to  our  medical  knowledge  might  be  -got  in  foreign  countries. 
Inoculation,  for  inftance,  has  faved  more  lives  than  war  deftooys.  And'  the 
cures  performed  by  the  Peruvian-bark  are  innumerable.  But  it  i9  in  vain 
to  fend  our  travelling  phyficians  to  France,  and  Italy,  and  Germany,  for  all 
that  is  known  there  is  known  here*  Fd  fend  them  out  of  Chriftendomj  I'd 
fetid 'them  among  barbarous  nations*" 

1  On  Friday,  June  1 1,  we  talked  at  brcttkfaft,  of  forms  of  prayer,  Johnson. 
€t  I  know  of  no  good  prayers  bat  thofe  in  the  c  Book  of  Common  Prayer." 
Dr.  Adams,  (in  a  very  earneft  manner)  "  I  wifli,  Sir,  you  would  compoft 
fome  family  prayers."  Johksojt*  *  I  will  not  compofe  prayers  for  you,  Sin 
becaufe  you  can  do  it  for  yourfelf.  But  I  ha&e  thought  of  getting  together 
all  the  books  of  prayers  which  I  could,  feledbing  thofe  which,  fhonld  appear  to 
me  the  bed,  putting  out  fome,  inferring  others,  adding  fome  prayers  of 
my  own,  and  prefixing  a  difcourfe  on  prayer."  We  all  now  gathered  about 
him,  and  two  or  three  of  us  at  a  time  joined  in  prefliog  him  to  execute  thi$ 
#lan.  He  feemed  to  be  a  little  difpleafed  at  the  manner  of  our  importunity, 
and  in  great  agitation  called  out,.  «  Do  not  talk  thus  of  what  is  fo  awefoJL 
I  know  not  what  time  Gojd  wHt  allow  me  in  thi*  wodd,.  There  are  piany 
•••  •    •  things 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  503 

things  which  I  wifh  to  do."     Some  of  us  perfifted,  and  Dr.  Adams  faid,      1784. 
"  I  never  was  more  ferious  about  any  thing  in  my  life/'    Johnson-.  "  Let  £tatr#  ~7 
me  alone,,  let  me  alone?  I  am  overpowered/*     And  then  he  put  his  hands 
before  his  face,  and  reclined  for  fome  time  upon  the  table. 

I  mentioned  Jeremy  Taylor's  ufihg,  in  his  forms  of  prayer,  "  I  am  the 
chief  of  finners,"  and  other  fuch  felf-condemning  expreffions.  "  Now  (faid 
I)  this  cannot  be  faid  with  truth  by  every  man,  and  therefore  is  improper 
for  a  general  printed  form.  I  myfelf  cannot  fay  that  I  am  the  worft  of 
men..  I  will  not  fay  fo/*  Johnson-  <c  A  man  may  know,  that  phyfically,. 
that  is,  in  the  real  ftate  of  things,,  he  is  not  the  worft  man ;  but  that  morally 
he  may  be  £>•  Law  obferves,  that  *  Every  man  knows  fomething  worfe  of 
himfelf,  than  he  is  fure  of  in  others.'  You  may  not  have  committed  fuch 
crimes  as  feme  men  have  done ;  but  you  do  not  know  againft  what  degree 
of  light  they  have  finned.  Befides,  Sir,  '  the  chief  of  finners'  is  a  mode  of 
expreffion  for  c  I  am  a  great  finner/  So  St.  Paul,  (peaking  of  our  Saviour's 
having  died,  to  fave  finners,  fays,  €  of  whom  I  ^m  the  chief:'  yet  he  certainly 
did  not  think  himfelf  fo  bad.  as  Judas  Ifcariot/'  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir, 
Taylor  means  it  literally, .  for  he  founds  a  conceit  upon  it*  When  praying, 
for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  of  himfelf  in  particular,  he  fays,  c  Lord, 
thou  wilt  not  leave  thy  chief  work  undone."  Johnson.  "  I  do  not  approve 
of  figurative  expreffions  in  addreffing  the  Supreme  Being ;  and  I  never  ufe 
them.  Taylor  gives  a  very  good  advice :  '  Never  lie  in  your  prayers  5  never 
•oonfels  more  than  you  really  believe  -,  never  promife  more  than  you  mean  to 
perform/'  I  recollected  this  precept  in  his  "  Golden  Grove."  But  his 
rxcmpk  for  prayer  contradi&s  his  precepts 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  went  in  Pr^  Adams's  coach  to  dine  with  Dr.  Nowell,, 
Principal  of  St.  Mary.  Hall,  at  his  beautiful  villa  at  Iffley,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ifis,. about  two  miles  from  Oxford.  While  we  were  upon  the  road,  I  had 
the  refolution  to  afk  Johnfon  whether  he  thought  that  the  roughnefs  of  his 
manner  had  been  an  advantage  or  not,  and  if  he  would  not  have  done  more 
good  if  he  had  been  more  gentle  I  I  proceeded  to  anfwer  myfelf  thus  :—■ 
"  Perhaps  it  has  been  of  advantage,  as  it  has  given  weight  to  what  you  faid. 
You  could  not*  perhaps,  have  talked  with  fuch  authority  without  it/'  Johnsow. 
"  No,  Sir j  I  have  done  more  good  as  I  am.  Obfcenity  and  Impiety  have 
always  been  repreffed  in  my  company."  Boswell.  "  True,  Sir;  and  that  is 
more  than  can  be  faid  of  every  Bilhop*  Greater  liberties  have  been  taken 
in  the  prefence  of  a  Biihop,  though  a  very  good  man,  from  his  being  milder, 
and  therefore  not  commanding  fuch  awe.  Yet,  Sir,  many  people  who  might 
a  have 
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have  been  benefited  by  your  converfation,  have  heen  frightened  away.  A  worthy 
friend  of  ours  has  <old  me,  that  he  has  often  been  afraid  to  talk  to  you." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  need  not  have  been  afraid,  if  he  had  any  thing  rational 
to  fay.     If  he  had  not,  it  was  better  he  did  not  talk," 

Dr.  Nowell  is  cejebrated  for  having  preached  a  fermon  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1772,  full  of  high  Tory  fentiments,  for 
which  he  was  thanked  as  ufual,  and  printed  it  at  their  requeft ;  but,  in  the 
midlt  of  that  turbulence  and  fa&ion  which  difgraced  a  part  of  the  prefent 
jeign,  the  thanks  were  afterwards  ordered  to  be  expunged.  This  ftrange 
condud:  fufficiendy  expofes  itfelf ;  and  Dr.  Nowell  will  ever  have  the  honour 
which  is  due  to  a  lofty  friend  of  our  monarchical  constitution.  Dr.  Johnfbn 
faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  the  Court  will  he  very  much  to  blame  if  he  is  not  pro- 
moted." I  told  this  to  Dr.  Nowell,  and  averting  my  humbler,  though  not 
lefs  zealous  exertions  in  the  fame  caufe,  I  fuggefted  that  whatever  return  we 
might  receive,  we  fhould  ftill  have  the  confolation  of  being  like  Butler's 
steady  and  generous  Royalift, 

<c  True  as  the  dial  to  the  fun, 

u  Although  it  be  not  fhone  upon.* 

We  were  well  entertained  and  very  happy  at  Dr.  NowelPs,  where  was  a 
-very  agreeable  company,  and  we  drank  "  Church  and  King"  after  dinner, 
with  true  Tory  cordiality. 

We  talked  of  a  certain  clergyman  of  extraordinary  chara&er,  who  by 
exerting  his  talents  in  writingson  temporary  topicks,  and  difplaying  uncommon 
intrepidity,  had  raifed  himfelf  to  affluence.  I  maintained  that  we  ought  not 
to  be  indignant  at  his  fuccefs  j  for  merit  of  every  fort  was  entitled  to  reward. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  will  not  allow  this  man  to  have  merit.  No,  Sin  what  he 
has  is  rather  the  contrary ;  I  will,  indeed,  allow  him  courage,  and  on  this 
account  we  fo  far  give  him  credit.  We  have  more  refpeft  for  a  man  who 
robs  boldly  on  the  highway,  than  for  a  fellow  who  jumps  out  of  a  ditch,  and 
•knocks  you  down  behind  your  back.  Courage  is  a  quality  fo  neceffary  for 
maintaining  virtue,  that  it  is  always  refpe&ed,  even  when  it  is  affociate4 
.with  vice." 

I  cenfured  the  coarfc  invedtive  which  was  become  fafhionable  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  faid  that  if  members  of  parliament  muft  attack  each  other 
perfonally  in  the  heat  of  debate,  it  fhould  be  done  more  genteelly.  Johnson. 
*  No,  Sir;  that  would  be  much  worfe.  Abufe  is  not  fo  dangerous  when 
there  is  no  vehicle  of  wit  or  delicacy,  no  fubtle  conveyance.    The  difference 

^  between 
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between  coarfe  and  refined  abufe  is  as  the  difference  between  being  bruifed      1784* 
by  a  club,  and  wounded  by  a  poifoned  arrow."    I  have  fince  obferved  his  ^tat*]7r, 
pofition  elegantly  expreffed  by  Dr.  Young : 

"  As  the  foft  plume  gives  fwiftnefs  to  the  dart, 
cc  Good  breeding  fends  the  fatire  to  the  heart.4 

On  Saturday,  June  12,  there  drank  tea  with  us  at  Dr.  Adams's,  Mr.  John 
Henderfbn,  ftudent  of  Pembroke-College,  celebrated  for  his  wonderful 
acquirements  in  Alchymy,  Judicial  Aftrology,  and  other  abftrufe  and  curious 
learning;  and  the  Reverend  Herbert  Croft,  who  I  am  afraid  was  fomewhat 
mortified  by  Dr.  Johnfbn's  not  being  highly  pleafed  with  fome  "  Family 
Difcourfes,"  which  he  had  printed ;  they  were  in  too  familiar  a  flyle  to  be 
approved  of  by  fo  manly  a  mind.  I  have  no  note  of  this  evening's  conversion, 
except  a  fingle  fragment.  When  I  mentioned  Thomas  Lord  Lyttelton's 
vifion,  the  prediction  of  the  time  of  his  death,  and  its  exadt  fulfilment; 
Johnson.  "  It  is  the  moft  extraordinary  thing  that  has  happened  in  my 
day.  I  heard  it  with  my  own  ears,  from  his  uncle,  Lord  Weftcote.  I  am 
(b  glad  to  have  every  evidence  of  the  fpiritual  world,  that  I  am  willing  to 
believe  it."  Dr.  Adams.  "You  have  evidence  enough;  good  evidence, 
which  needs  not  fuch  fupport."     Johnson.  "  I  like  to  have  more." 

Mr.  Henderfon,  with  whom  I  had  fauntered  in  the  venerable  walks  of 
Merton-College,  and  found  him  a  very  learned  and  pious  man,  he  fupt  with  us. 
Dr.  Johnfon  furprifed  him  not  a  little,  by  acknowledging  with  a  look  of 
horrour,  that  he  was  much  oppreffed  by  the  fear  of  death.  The  amiable 
Dr.  Adams  fuggefted  that  God  was  infinitely  good.  Johnson.  cc  That  he  is 
infinitely  good,  as  far  as  the  perfeftion  of  his  nature  will  allow,  I  certainly 
believe;  but  it  is  neceflary  for  good  upon  the  whole,  that  individuals  fhould 
be  punifhed.  As  to  an  individual  therefore,  he  is  not  infinitely  good ;  and  as 
I  cannot  be  Jure  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  falvation  is 
graqted,  I  am  afraid  I  may  be  one  of  thofe  who  fhall  be  damned."  (looking 
difmally).  Dr.  Adams.  "  What  do  you  mean  by  damned  ?"  Johnson. 
(paffionately  and  loudly)  "  Sent  to  Hell,  Sir,  and  punifhed  everlaftingly." 
Dr.  Adams..  "  I  don't  believe  that  do&riife."  Johnson.  "  Hold,  Sir;  do  you 
believe  that  fome  will  be  punifhed  at  all  ?"  Dr.  Adams.  "  Being  excluded  from 
Heaven  will  be  a  punifhment;  yet  there  may  be  no  great  pofitive  fuffering." 
Johnson.  "Well,  Sir;  but,  if  you  admit  any  degree  of  punifhment,  there 
is  an  end  of  your  argument  for  infinite  goodnefs  iimply  confidered ;    for, 

Vol.  II.  T  t  t  infinite 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

infinite  goodnefs  would  infliflfc  no  puniihment  whatever.  There  is  not  infinite 
goodnefs  phyfically  confidered ;  morally  there  is.9'  Boswell.  "  But  may 
not  a  man  attain  to  fuch  a  degree  of  hope  as  not  to  be  uneafy  from  the  fear  of 
death  ?"  Johnson.  "  A  man  may  have  fuch  a  degree  of  hope  as  to  keep- 
him  quiet*  You  fee  I  am  not  quiet,  from  the  vehemence  with  which  I  talk  5 
but  I  do  not  delpair."  Mrs.  Adams.  <c  You  feem,  Sir,  to  forget  the  merits 
of  our  Redeemer. "  Johnson.  cc  Madam,  I  do  not  forget  the  merits  of  my 
Redeemer  j  but  my  Redeemer  has  faid  that  he  will  fet  fome  on  his  right- 
hand,  and  fome  on  his  left."— -He  was  in  gloomy  agitation*  and  faid,  "  I'll 
have  no  more  on't."  If  what  has  now  been  ftated  ftiould  be  urged  by  the 
enemies  of  Chriftianity,  as  if  its  influence  on  the  mind  were  not  benignant,, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  Johnfon's  temperament  was  melancholy,  of  which 
fuch  direful  apprehenfions  of  futurity  are  often  a  common  effect.  We  (hall 
prefently  fee  that  when  he  approached  nearer  to  his  aweful  change,  his  mind 
became  tranquil,  and  he  exhibited  as  much  fortitude  as  becomes  a  thinking; 
man  in  that  fituation. 

From  the  fubjeft  of  death  we  pafled  to  difcourfe  of  life,  whether  it  was. 
upon  the  whole  more  happy  or  miferable.  Johnfon  was  decidedly  for  the 
balance  of  mifery :  in  confirmation  of  which  I  maintained,  that  no  maa. 
would  choofe  to  lead  over  again  the  life  which  he  had  experienced.  Johnfoa 
acceded  to  that  opinion  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  This  is  an  inquiry  often* 
made ;  and  its  being  a  fubjeft  of  difquifition  is  a  proof  that  much  mifery 
prefles  upon  human  feelings ;  for  thofe  who  are  confcious  of  a  felicity  of 
exiftence,  would  never  hefitate  to  accept  of  a  repetition  of  it*  I  have  met 
with  very  few  who  would.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Burke  make  ufe  of  a  very  ingenious, 
and  plaufible  argument  on  this  fubjedj  "  Every  man  (faid  he)  would  lead 
his  life  over  again  -9  for,  every  man  is  willing  to  go  on  and  take  an :  addition 
to  his  life*  which  as  he  grows  older,  he  has  no  reafon  to  think  will  be  better* 
or  even  fb  good  as  what  has  preceded."  I  imagine,  however,  the  truth  is, 
that  there  is  a  deceitful  hope  that  the  next  part  of  life  wiD  be  free  from  the 
pains,  and  anxieties*  and  forrows  which  we  have  already  felt.  We  are  for 
wife  purpofes  cc  Condemned  to  Hope's  delufive  mine,"  as  Johnfon  finely  fays; 
and  I  may  alfo  quote  the  celebrated  lines  of  Dryden,  equally  philofophical 
and  poetical: 

«  When  I  confider  life,  'tis  all  a  cheats 
<c  Yet  fool'd  with  hope,  men  favour  the  deceit; 
c<  Truft?on  and  think  to-morrow  wiU'repay,, 
cc  To-morrow's  falfer  than  the  former  day  * 

«  Lies 
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**  Lies  worfe;  and  while  it  fays  we  (hall  'be  bleft 
<c  With  fome  new  joys,  cuts  off  what  we  poffeft. 

Strange  cozenage !  none  would  live  paft  years  again  ; 

Yet  all  hope  pleafure  in  what  yet  remain .; 

And  from  the  dregs  of  life  think  to  receive, 
c<  What  the  firft  fprighdy  running  could  not  give  V 

It  was  obferved  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  it  feemed  ftrange  that  he,  who  has 
fo  often  delighted  his  company  by  his  lively  and  brilliant  converfation,  fhould 
fay  he  was  miferable.  Johnson.  "  Alas !  it  is  all  outfide;  I  may  be  cracking 
my  joke  and  curling  the  fun.  Suny  bow  I  bate  tby  beams  V*  I  knew  not  well 
what  to  think  of  this  declaration ;  whether  to  hold  it  as  a  genuine  pifture  of 
his  mind %  or  as  the  effedt  of  his  perfuading  himfelf  contrary  to  fadt,  that  the 
pofition  which  he  had  affumed  as  to  human  unhappinefs,  was  true.  We  may 
apply  to  him  a  fentence  in  Mr.  Greville's  "  Maxims,  Characters,  and  Re* 
fle&ions  y '  a  book  which  is  entitled  to  much  more  praife  than  it  has  received : 
"  Ajustarchus  is  charming:  how  full  of  knowledge,  of  fenfe,  of  fentirrrent. 
You  get  him  with  difficulty  to  your  fupper;  and  after  having  delighted  every 
body  and  himfelf  for  a  few  hours,  he  is  obliged  to  return  home;— he  is 
finifhing  his  treatife,  to  prove  that  unhappinefs  is  the  portion  of  man/9 

On  Sunday,  June  13,  our  philofophcr  was  calm  at  breakfaft.  There  was 
fomething  exceedingly  pleafing  in  our  leading  a  College  life,  without  reftraint, 
and  with  fuperiour  elegance,  in  confequence  of  our  living  in  the  Mailer's 
houfe,  and  having  the  company  of  ladies.  Mrs.  Kennicot  related,  in  his 
pretence,  a  lively  faying  of  Dr.  Johnfon  to  Mils  Hannah  More,  who  had 
exprefled  a  wonder  that  the  poet  who  had  written  "  Paradife  Loft,"  fhould 
write  fuch  poor  Sonnets :— u  Milton,  Madam,  was  a  genius  that  could  cut  a 
Coloflus  from  a  rock  5  but  could  not  carve  heads  upon  cherry-ftones." 

We  talked  of  the  cafuiftical  queftion,  Whether  it  was  allowable  at  any  time 
to  depart  from  Trutb  ?  Johnson.  cc  The  general  rule  is,  that  Truth  fhould 
never  be  violated,  becaufe  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  comfort  of 
life,  that  we  fhould  have  a  full  fecurity  by  mutual  faith  *  and  occafional  incon- 
veniencies  fhould  be  willingly  fufiered  that  we  may  preferve  it.  There  muft, 
however,  be  fome  exceptions.    If,  for  inftance,  a  murderer  fhould  afk  you 

•   AVRENGZEBE. 

■  Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  man  may  appear  very  gay  in  company  who  is  fad  at  heart. 
His  merriment  is  like  the  found  of  drams  and  trumpets  in  a  battle,  to  drown  the  groans  of  the 
wounded  and  dying*  a  Page  139. 
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which  way  a  man  is  gone,  you  may  tell  him  what  is  not  true,  becaufe  you 
are  under  a  previous  obligation  not  to  betray  a  man  to  a  murderer/9  Boswell. 
"  Suppofing  the  perfon  who  wrote  Junius  were  afked  whether  he  was  the  authour* 
might  he  deny  it  ?"  Johnson.  "  I  don't  know  what  to  fay  to  this.  If  you 
vitvtjure  that  he  wrote  Junius,  would  you,  if  he  denied  it,  think  as  well  of 
him  afterwards  ?  Yet  it  may  be  urged,  that  what  a  man  has  no  right  to  afk, 
you  may  refufe  to  communicate;  and  there  is  no  other  effedtual  mode  of 
preferving  a  fecret,  and  an  important  fecret,  the  difcovery  of  which  may  be 
very  hurtful  to  you,  but  a  flat  denial ;  for  if  you  are  filent,  or  hefitate,  or 
evade,  it  will  be  held  equivalent  to  a  confeflion.  But  ftay,  Sir;  here  is 
another  cafe.  Suppofing  the  authour  had  told  me  confidentially  that  he  had 
written  Junius*  and  I  were  afked  if  he  had,  I  fheuld  hold  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
deny  it,  as  being  under  a  previous  promife,  exprefs  or  implied,  to  conceal  it. 
Now  what  I  ought  to  do  for  the  authour,  may  I  not  do  for  myfelf?  But  I 
deny  the  lawfulnefs  of  telling  a  lie  to  a  fick  man  for  fear  of  alarming  him. 
You  have  no  bufinefs  with  confequences :  you  are  to  tell  the  truth.  Befides, 
you  are  not  fure  what  effed  your  telling  him  that  he  is  in  danger  may  have; 
It  may  bring  his  diftemper  to  a  crifis,  and  that  may  cure  him.  Of  all  lying 
I  have  the  greateft  abhorrence  at  this,  becaufe  I  believe  it  has  been  frequently 
pra&ifed  on  myfelf." 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  there  is  much  weight  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  have  held,  that  Truth,  as  an  eternal  and  immutable  principle,,  ought^ 
upon  no  account  whatever,  to  be  violated,  from  fuppofed  previous  or  fupe* 
Hour  obligations,  of  which  every  man  being  the  judge  for  himfelf,  there  is 
great  danger  that  we  may  too  often,  from  partial  motives,  perfuade  ourfelves 
that  they  exift ;  and  probably  whatever  extraordinary  inftances  may  fometimes 
occur,  where  fome  evil  may  be  prevented  by  violating  this  noble  principle* 
it  would  be  found  that  human  happinefs  would,  upon  the  whole,  be  more 
'  perfedt  were  Truth  univerfally  preferved. 

In  the  Notes  to  the  «  Dunciad"  we  find  the  following  elegant  and  pathetick 
verfes,  addrefled  to  Pope  * : 

«  While  malice,  Pope,  denies  thy  page 

"  Its  own  celeftial  fire  5    s 
<c  While  criticks,  and  while  bards  in  rage 

"  Admiring,  won't  admire : 

'  The  annotate*  calls  them  "  amiable  verfen" 

«  whac 
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u  While  wayward  pens  thy  worth  afiail, 

"  And  envious  tongues  decry ; 
"  Thefc  times,  though  many  a  friend  bewail, 

cc  Thefe  times  bewail  not  L 

Cf  But  when  the  world's  loud  praife  is  thine, 
And  fpleen  no  more  fhall  blame ; 
When  with  thy  Homer  thou  fhalt  fhine  x 
<f  In  one  eftablifli'd  fame , . 

cc  When  none  fhall  rail,  and  every  lay 

<c  Devote  a  wreath  to  thee : 
"  That  day  (for  come  it  will)  that  day 

cc  Shall  I  lament  to  fee." 

It  Is  furely  not  a  Iitde  remarkable,  that  they  fliould  appear  without  a  name; 
Mifs  Seward,  knowing  Dr.  Johnfon's  almoft  univerfal  and  minute  literary 
information,  fignified  a  defire  that  I  fhould  afk  him  who  was  the  authour- 
He  was  prompt  with  his  anfwer :— -<c  Why,  Sir,  they  were  written  by  one 
Lewis,  an  under-mafter  or  ufher  of  Weftminfter  fchool,  who  published  a 
mifcellany,  in  which  *  Grongar  Hill*  firft  came  out"  Johnfon  praifed  thenr 
highly,  and  repeated  them  with  a  noble  animation.  In  the  twelfth  line,  inftead 
of  €(  one  eftablifhed  fame,"  he  repeated  "  one  unclouded  flame,"  which  he 
thought  was  the  reading  in  former  editions  ;  but  I  believe  was  a  flafh  of  his 
own  genius.     It  is  much  more  poetical  than  the  other. 

On  Monday  14,  and  Tuefday,  June  15,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  dined  on  one  of 
them,  I  forget  which,  with  Mr.  Mickle,  tranflator  of  the  "  Lufiad,"  at 
Wheadey,  a  very  pretty  country  place  a  few  miles  from  Oxford ;  and  on  the 
other  with  Dr.  Wetherell,  Mafter  of  Univerfity-College.  From  Dr.  We- 
therell's  he  went  to  vifit  Mr.  Sackville  Parker  the  bookfeller ;  and  when  he 
returned  to  us,  gave  the  following  account  of  his  vifit,  faying,  <c  I  have 
been  to  fee  my  old  friend,  Sack.  Parker;  I  find  he  has  married  his  maid; 
he  has  done  right.  She  had  lived  with  him  many  years  in  great  confidence, 
and  they  had  mingled  minds;  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  found  any 
wife  that  would  have  made  him  fo  happy.  The  woman  was  very  attentive 
and  civil  to  me ;  (he  prefied  me  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  them,  and  to  fay 
what  I  liked,  and  (he  would  be  fure  to  get  it  for  me.  Poor  Sack !  He  is 
very  ill,  indeed.  We  parted  as  never '  to  meet  again.  It  has  quite  broke 
me  down."     This  pathetick  narrative  was  ftrangely  diverfified  with  the 

grave 
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1784-      grave  and  earned  defence  of  a  man's  having  marrkd  his  maid*   I  could  not 
)to£\s[  but  feel  it  as  in  fome  degree  ludicrous. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuefday,  June  1 5,  while  we  fat  at  Dr.  Adams's,  we 
talked  of  a  printed  letter  from  the  Reverend  Herbert  Croft,  to  a  young 
gentleman  who  had  been  his  pupil,  in  which  he  advifed  him  to  read  to 
the  end  of  whatever  books  he  fhould  begin  to  reacL  Johnson.  fC  This 
is  furely  a  ftrange  advice ;  you  may  as  well  refolve  that  whatever  men  you 
happen  to  get  acquainted  with,  you  are  to  keep  to  them  for  life.  A  book  may 
be  good  for  nodiing;  6r  there  may  be  only  one  thing  in  it  worth  knowing ; 
are  we  to  read  it  all  through  ?  Thefe  Voyages  (pointing  to  the  three  large 
volumes  of  c  Voyages  to  the  South  Sea,'  which  were  juft  come  out)  who 
will  read  them  through  ?  A  man  had  better  work  his  way  before  the  maft, 
than  read  them  through  j  they  will  be  eaten  by  rats  and  mice,  before  they 
are  read  through.  There  can  be  little  entertainment  in  fuch  books  $  one  fct 
of  Savages  is  like  another."  Boswell.  «  I  do  not  think  the  people  of 
Otaheite  can  be  reckoned  Savages."  Johnson.  <c  Don't  cant  in  defence  of 
Savages."  Boswell.  "  They  have  the  art  of  navigation."  Johnson.  k<  A 
dog  or  a  cat  can  fwim."  Boswell.  "  They  carve  very  ingenioufly." 
Johnson.  €<  A  cat  can  fcratch,  and  a  child  with  a  nail  can  fcratch."  I 
perceived  this  was  none  of  the  mollia  tempora  fandi,  fb  defifted. 

Upon  his  mentioning  that  when  he  came  to  College  he  wrote  his  firft 
exercife  twice  over*  but  never  did  fo  afterwards,  Miss  Adams.  u  I  fuppofe, 
Sir,  you  could  not  make  them  better."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Madam,  to  be 
fure,  I  could  make  them  better.  Thought  is  better  than  no  thought." 
Miss  Adams.  <c  Do  you  think,  Sir,  you  could  make  your  Ramblers  better?" 
Johnson.  Cf  Certainly  I  could."  Boswell.  cc  I'll  lay  a  bet,  Sir,  you  can- 
not." Johnson.  Cf  But  I  will,  Sir,  if  I  choofe.  I  (hall  make  the  beft  of 
them  you  fhall  pick  out,  better.  Boswell.  "  But  you  may  add  to  them. 
I  will  not  allow  of  that."  Johnson.  cc  Nay,  Sir,  there  are  three  ways  of 
making  them  better ;— putting  out — adding — or  corre&ing." 

During  our  vifit  at  Oxford,  the  following  converfation  pafled  between  him 
and  me  on  the  fubjeft  of  my  trying  my  fortune  at  the  Englifh  bar :  Having 
afked  whether  a  very  extenfive  acquaintance  in  London,  which  was  very 
valuable,  and  of  great  advantage  to  a  man  at  large,  might  not  be  prejudicial 
to  a  lawyer,  by  preventing  him  from  giving  fufficient  attention  to  bufinefs. 
Johnson.  cc  Sir,  you  will  attend  to  bufinefs  as  bufinefs  lays  hold  of  you* 
When  not  actually  employed,  you  may  fee  your  friends  as  much  as  you  do 
now.  You  may  dine  at  a  Club  every  day,  and  fup  with  one  of  the  members 
every  night ;   and  you  may  be  as  much  at  publick  places  as  one  who  has 

fecn 
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Jeen  them  all  would  wifh  to  be.  But  you  muft  take  care  to  attend  conftantly 
in  Weftminfter-Hall  $  both  to  mind  your  bufinefs,  as  it  is  almoft  all  learnt 
there,  (for  nobody  reads  now;)  and  to  (hew  that  you  want  to  have  bufinefs. 
And  you  muft  not  be  too  often  feen  at  publick  places,  that  competitors  may 
not  have  it  to  fay,  '  He  is  always  at  the  Playhoufe  or  at  Ranelagh,  and 
never  to  be  found  at  his  chambers/  And,  Sir*  there  muft  be  a  kind  of 
folemnity  in  the  manner  of  a  profeffional  man.  I  have  nothing  particular 
to  fay  to  you  on  the  fubjeft.  All  this  1  fhould  fay  to  any  one ;  I  fhould  have 
laid  it  to  Lord  Thurlow  twenty  years  ago/' 

The  Profession  may  probably  think  this  reprefentation  of  what  is  required 
in  a  Barrifter  who  would  hope  for  fuccefs,  to  be  by  much  too  indulgent;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  as 

cc  The  wits  of  Charles  found  eafier  ways  to  fame," 

fome  of  the  lawyers  of  this  age  who  have  rifen  high,  have  by  no  means 
thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fiibmit  to  that  long  and  painful  courfe  of 
ftudy  which  a  Plowden,  a  Coke,  a  Hale  confidered  as  requifite.  My  refpe&ed 
friend,  Mr.  Langton,  has  fhewn  me  in  the  hand-writing  of  his  grandfather, 
a  curious  account  of  a  converfation  which  he  had  with  Lord  Chief  Jufticc 
Hale,  in  which  that  great  man  tells  him,  "  That  for  two  years  after  he  came 
to  the  inn  of  court,  he  ftbdied  fixteen  hours  a  day;  however  (his  Lordfhip 
added)  that  by  this  intenfe'  application  he  almoft  brought  himfelf  to  his  grave, 
though  he  were  of  a  very  ftrong  conftitution,  and  after  reduced  himfelf  to 
;«ght  hours;  but  that  he  would  not  ad  vile  any  body  to  fb  much;  that  he 
thought  fix  hours  a  day,  with  attention  and  conftancy  was  fufficient j  that  a 
man  muft  ufe  his  body  as  he  would  his  horfe,  and  his  ftomach  >  not  tire  him 
at  once,  but  rife  with  an  appetite." 

On  Wednefday,  June  19,  Dr.  Johnfbn  and  I  returned  to  London;  he  was 
not  well  to-day,  and  faid  very  little,  employing  himfelf  chiefly  in  reading 
Euripides.  He  exprefied  fome  difpleafure  at  me,  for  not  obferving, 
fufficiently  the  various  obje&s  upon  the  road*  "  If  I  had  your  eyes,  Sir, 
(faid  he)  I  fhould  count  the  paflengers."  It  was  wonderful  how  accurate  his 
obfervations  of  vifual  obje&s  was,  notwithstanding  his  imperfedt  eyefight, 
owing  to  a  habit  of  attention.  That  he  was  much  fatisfied  with  the  refpeft 
paid  to  him  at  Dr.  Adams's,  is  thus  attefted  by  himfelf:  c<  I  returned  laft 
night  from  Oxford,  after  a  fortnight's  abode  with  Dr.  Adams,  who  treated 
me  as  well  as  I  could  expert  or  wifh;  and  he  that  contents  a  fick  man,  a  majv 
whom  it  is  impoffiblc  to  pleafe,  has  furely  done  his  part  well  \" 

*  "  Letters  to  Mrs,  Thrale,"  Vol.  II.  page  372* 
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After  his  return  to  London  from  this  excurfion,  I  faw  him  frequently,  but 
have  few  memorandums ;  I  fliall  therefore  here  infert  feme  particulars  which 
I  collefted  at  various  times '. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Aftle,  of  Afhbourne  in  Derbylhire,  brother  to  the 
learned  and  ingenious  Thomas  Aftle,  Efq.  was  from  his  early  years  known  to 
Dr.  Johnfon,  who  obligihgly  advifed  him  as  to  his  ftudies,  and  recommended 
to  him  the  following  books,  of  which  a  lift  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  com- 
municate, lyes  before  me  in  Johnfon's  own  hand-writing. — Universal  Hiftory 
(ancient). — Rollings  Ancient  Hiftory. — Puffendorfs  Introduction  to  Hiftory.— 
Vertot's  Hiftory  of  Knights  of  Malta. — Vert  of  s  Revolution  of  Portugal. — Vertot's 
Revolutions  of  Sweden.— Carte* s  Hiftory  of  England.— Prefent  State  of  England. — 
Geographical  Grammar.— Prideaux's  Connection. — Nelfon's  Feafts  and  Fafts. — 
Duty  of  Man. — Gentleman's  Religion.— Clarendon  s  Hiftory.— Watts' s  Improve- 
ment of  the  Mind. — Watts' s  Logick.-?- Nature  Difplayed. — Lowth's  Englifb 
Grammar*— Blackwal  on  the  Clajicks.— Sherlock's  Sermons. — Burnet's  Life  of 
Hale. — Dupin's  Hiftory  of  the  Church.— Shuckford's  Connexions. — Law's  Serious 
Call— Walton  $  Complete  Angler. — Sandys' s  Travels.— Sprat's  Hiftory  of  the  Royal 
Society. — England's  Gazetteer.— Goldfmitb's  Roman  Hiftory. — Some  Commentaries 
on  the  Bible. 

It  having  been  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnfon  that  a  gentleman  who  had  a  ion 
whom  he  imagined  to  have  an  extreme  degreie  of  timidity,  refolved  to  fend 

•  Having  unexpectedly  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Stone,  of  London- Field,  Hackney,  feen  the 
original  in  JohnTon't  hand-writing,  of  "  The  Petition  of  the  City  of  London  to  his  Majefty,  in 
favour  of  Dr.  Dodd,"  I  now  prefent  it  to  my  readers,  with  fuch  paflages  as  were  omitted* 
inclofed  in  crotchets,  and  the  additions  or  variations  marked  in  Italicks. 

"  That  William  Dodd,  Doctor  of  Laws,  now  lying  under  fentence  of  death  in  your  Majefty* t 
gaol  of  Newgate  9  for  the  crime  of  forgery,  has  for  a  great  part  of  his  life  fet  an  ufeful  and 
laudable  example  of  diligence  in  his  calling,  [and  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  has  exercifed  his 
miniftry  with  great  fidelity  and  efficacy,]  which  in  ~many  inflames  has  produced  the  moft  hapfy 
tjea. 

"  That  he  has  been  the  firft  inffi tutor,  [or]  and  a.  very  earned  and  active  promoter  of  fcveral 
nodes  of  ufeful  charity,  and  [that]  therefore  [he]  may  be  confidered  as  having  been  on  many 
occafions  a  benefactor  to  the  publick, 

"  [That  when  they  confider  his  pall  life,  they  are  willing  to  fuppofe  his  late  crime  to  have 
been  not  the  confequence  of  habitual  depravity,  but  the  fuggeftion  of  fdme  fuddea  and  violent 
temptation.] 

"  [That]  Tour  Petitioners  %  therefore  confidering  His  cafe  as  in  fome  of  its  circumftances  un- 
precedented and  peculiar,  and  encouraged  by  your  Majefty '/  known  clemency  [they]  moft  humbly 
recommend  the  faid  William  Dodd  to  [his]jwr  Majefty's  moft  gracious  confideration,  in  hope 
that  he  will  be  found  not  altogether  [unfit]  unworthy  to  (land  an  example  of  royal  mercy/' 
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him  to  a  publick  fchool,  that  he  might  acquire  confidence.     «  Sir,  (faid      ll*i* 
Johnfon,)  this  is  a  prepofterous  expedient  for  removing  his  infirmity ;  fuch  a  ^tat.  75. 
dilpofition  fhould  be  cultivated  in  the  (hade.    Placing  him  at  a  publick  fchool 
is  forcing  an  owl  upon  day," 

Speaking  of  a  gendeman  whofe  houfe  was  much  frequented  by  low  com- 
pany ;  "  Rags,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  will  always  make  their  appearance  where  they 
have  a  right  to  do  it," 

Of  the  fame  gendeman's  mode  of  living,  he  faid,  "  Sir,  the  fervants, 
inftead  of  doing  what  they  are  bid,  (land  round  the  table  in  idle  clufters, 
gaping  upon  the  guefts 5  and  feem  as  unfit  to  attend  a  company,  as  to  fteer  a 
man  of  war." 

A  *  dull  country  magiftrate  gave  Johnfon  a  long  tedious  account  of  his 
exercifing  his  criminal  jurifdi&ion,  the  refult  of  which  was  his  having  fen- 
tenced  four  convi&s  to  tranfportation.  Johnfon,  in  an  agony  of  impatience 
to  get  rid  of  fuch  a  companion,  exclaimed,  "  I  heartily  wiih,  Sir,  that  I 
were  a  fifth." 

Johnfon  was  prefcnt  when  a  tragedy  was  read,  in  which  there  occurred 
this  fine : 

"  Who  rules  o'er  freemen  fhould  himfelf  be  free." 

The  company  having  admired  it  much,   "  I  cannot  agree  with  you  (faid 
Johnfon) :  It  might  as  well  be  faid, 


€  Who  drives  fat  oxen  fhould  himfelf  be  fat." 

He  was  pleafed  with  the  klndnefs  of  Mr.  Cator,  who  fras  joined  with  him 
in  Mr.  Thrale's  important  truft,  and  thus  defcribes  him 4:  cc  There  is  much 
good  in  his  character,  and  much  ufefulnefs  in  his  knowledge."  He  found  a 
cordial  folace  at  that  gentleman's  feat  of  Beckenham,  in  Kent,  which  is 
indeed  one  of  the  fineft  places  at  which  I  ever  was  a  gueft. 

Johnfon  feldom  encouraged  general  cenfure  of  any  profefllon ;  but  he  was 
willing  to  allow  a  due  fhare  of  merit  to  the  various  departments  neceflary  in 
civilifed  life.  In  a  fplcnetick,  farcaftical,  or  jocular  frame,  however,  he  would 
fometimes  utter  a  pointed  faying  of  that  nature.  One  inftance  has  been  men- 
tioned ',  where  he  gave  a  fudden  fatirical  ftroke  to  the  charafter  of  an  attorney. 
The  too  indifcriminate  admiflion  to  that  employment,  which  requires  both 
abilities  and  integrity,  has  given  rife  to  injurious  reflections,  which  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  many  very  refpe&able  men  who  exercife  k  with  reputation  and  honour. 

4  ••  Letters  to  Mj*.  Thrall  Vol.  II.  p.  284.  5  Sec  Vol.  I.  p.  343. 

Vol.  II,  U  u  u  Johnfon 
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• 

Johnfon  having  argued  for  fome  time  with  a  pertinacious  gentleman ; 
his  opponent,  who  had  talked  in  a  very  puzzling  manner,  happened  to  fay, 
"  I  don't  underftand  you,  Sir ;"  upon  which  Johnfon  obferved,  "  Sir,  I  have 
found  you  an  argument ;  but  I  am  not  obliged  to  find  you  an  underftanding." 

Talking  to  me  of  Horry%  Walpole,  (as  the  Honourable  Horace  Walpole  is 
often  called,)  Johnfon  allowed  that  he  got  together  a  great  many  curious 
litde  things,  and  told  them  in  an  elegant  manner.  Mr.  Walpole  thought 
Johnfon  a  more  amiable  chara&er  after  reading  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale * 
but  never  was  one  of  the  true  admirers  of  that  great  man.  We  may  fuppofe 
a  prejudice  conceived,  if  he  ever  heard  Johnfon's  account  to  Sir  George 
Staunton,  that  when  he  made  the  fpeeches  in  parliament  for  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  ".he  always  took  care  to  put  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the  wrong,  and 
to  fay  every  thing  he  could  againft  the  deflorate  of  Hanover/*  The  celebrated 
Heroick  Epiftle,  in  which  Johnfon  is  fatyrically  introduced,  has  been  afcribed 
both  to  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Mafon.  One  day  at  Mr.  Courtenay's,  when  a 
gentleman  expreffed  his  opinion  that  there  was  more  energy  in  that  poem 
than  could  be  expe&ed  from  Mr.  Walpole  j  Mr.  Warton,  the  late  Laureat 
obferved,  "  It  may  have  been  written  by  Walpole,  and  buckram'd  by  Mafon/* 

He  difapproved  of  Lord  Hailes  for  having  modernifed  the  language  of  the 
ever-memorable  John  Hales  of  Eton,  in  an  edition  which  his  Lordfhip  pub- 
lifhed  of  that  writer's  works.  <c  An  authour's  language,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  is  a 
chara&eriftical  part  of  his  compofition,  and  is  alfo  charadteriftical  of  the  age 
in  which  he  writes.  Befides,  Sir,  when  the  language  is  changed  we  are  not 
fure  that  the  fenfe  is  the  fame.  No,  Sir  -,  I  am  forry  Lord  Hailes  has  done 
this." 

Here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  his  frequent  ufe  of  the  expreflion,  No,  Sir, 
was  not  always  to  intimate  contradiction  -,  for  he  would  fay  fo,  when  he*  was 
about  to  enforce  an  affirmative  propofition  which  had  not  been  denied/  as  in 
the  inftance  lafi:  mentioned.  I  ufed  to  confider  it  as  a  kind  of  flag  of  defiance; 
as  if  he  had  faid,  "  Any  argument  you  may  offer  againft  this  is  not  juft. 
No,  Sir,  it  is  not."    It  was  like  Falftaff's  «  I  deny  your  Major." 

Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  having  faid  that  he  took  the  altitude  of  a  man's  tafte 
by  his  ftorics  and  his  wit,  and  of  his  underftanding  by  the  remarks  which  he 
repeated  \  being  always  fure  that  he  mud  be  a  weak  man  who  quotes  com- 
mon things  with  an  emphafis  as  if  they  were  oracles.  Johnfon  agreed  with 
him  i  and  Sir  Jofhua  having  alfo  obferved  that  the  real  chara&er  of  a  man 
was  found  out  by  his  amufements— Johnson.  "Yes,  Sirs  no  man  is  a 
hypocrite  in  his  pleafures." 

Had 
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Had  Johnfon  treated  at  large  De  Chris  Oratoribus,  he  might  have  given  l7*4* 
us  an  admirable  work.  When  the  Duke  of  Bedford  attacked  the  miniftry  jEtat.  75. 
as  vehemently  as  he  could,  for  having  taken  upon  them  to  extend  the  rime 
for  the  importation  of  corn,  Lord  Chatham,  in  his  firft  fpeech  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  boldly  avowed  himfelf  to  be  an  advifer  of  that  meafure.  "  My 
colleagues,  (faid  he,)  as  I  was  confined  by  indifpofition,  did  me  the  fignal 
honour  of  coming  to  the  bed-fide  of  a  fick  man,  to  afk  his  opinion.  But, 
had  they  not  thus  condefcended,  I  (hould  have  taken  up  my  bed  and  walked* 
in  order  to  have  delivered  that  opinion  at  the  Council  Board."  Mr.  Langton, 
who  was  prefent,  mentioned  this  to  Johnfon,  who  obferved,  t€  Now,  Sir, 
we  fee  that  he  took  thefe  words  as  he  found  them ;  without  confidering,  that 
though  the  expreffion  in  Scripture,  take  up  thy  bed  and  walk,  ftridtly  fuited 
the  inftance  of  the  fick  man  reftored  to  health  and  ftrength,  who  would  of  courfe 
be  fuppofcd  to  carry  his  bed  with  him,  it  could  not  be  proper  in  the  cafe  of 
a  man  who  was  lying  in  a  ftate  of  feeblenefs,  and  who  certainly  would  not  add 
to  the  difficulty  of  moving  at  all,  that  of  carrying  his  bed." 

When  I  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  news-paper  one  of  Mr,  Grattan's 
animated  and  glowing  fpeeches,  in  favour  of  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  in  which 
this  expreffion  occurred,  (I  know  not  if  accurately  taken) :  «  We  will  per- 
fevere,  till  there  is  not  one  link  of  the  Englifh  chain  left  to  clank  upon  die 
rags  of  the  meaneft  beggar  in  Ireland."— f€  Nay,  Sir,  (faid  Johnfon,)  don't 
you  perceive  that  one  link  cannot  clank/9 

Mrs.  Thrale  has  publilhed 5,  as  Johnfon's,  a  kind  of  parody  or  counterpart 
of  a  fine  poetical  paflage  in  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  fpeeches  on  American  Tax- 
ation. It  is  vigorously  but  fomewhat  coarfely  executed ;  and  i  am  inclined  to 
fuppofe,  is  not  quite  corre&ly  exhibited.  I  hope  he  did  not  ufe  the  words 
cc  vile  agents  for  the  Americans  in  the  Houfe  of  Parliament ;"  and  if  he  did 
fo,  in  an  extempore  effufion,  I  wilh  the  lady  had  not  committed  it  to  writing, 

Mr.  Burke  uniformly  (hewed  Johnfon  the  greateft  rdpeft  *  and  when  Mr. 
Townfhend,  now  Lord  Sydney*  at  a  period  when  he  was  conipicuous  in  oppo- 
fition,  threw  out  fome  refleftion  in  parliament  upon  the  grant  of  a  penfion 
to  a  man  of  fuch  political  principles  as  Johnfon j  Mr.  Burke,  though  then  of 
the  fame  party  with  Mr.  Townfhend,  ftood  warmly  forth  in  defence  of  his 
friend,  to  whom,  he  juftly  obferved,  the  penfion  was  granted  folely  on 
account  of  his  eminent  literary  merit.  I  am  well  affured,  that  Mr.  Townfhend's 
attack  upon  Johnfon  was  the  occafion  of  his  "  hitching  in  a  rhyme  *"  for,,  that 

3  •«  Anecdotes/'  p»  43. 

U  u  u  a  in 
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1 784.     in  the  original  copy  of  Goldfmith's  character  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  "  Retaliation," 
JStaiu~7c!  another  perfon's  name  ftood  in  the  couplet  where  Mr.  Townlhend  is  now 
introduced: 

"  Though  fraught  with  all  learning,  kept  {training  his  throat, 
"  To  perfuade  Tommy  Townjhend  to  lend  him  a  vote." 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  among  the  minutia  of  my  collection,  that 
Johnfon  was  once  drawn  for  the  militia,  the  Trained  Bands  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  that  Mr.  Rackftrow,  of  the  Mufeum  in  Fleet-ftreet,  was  his 
Colonel.  It  may  be  believed  he  did  not  ferve  in  perfbn ;  but  the  idea,  with 
all  its  circumftances,  is  certainly  laughable.  He  upon  that  occafion  provided 
himfelf  with  a  mufket,  and  with  a  fword  and  belt,  which  I  have  feen  hang- 
ing in  his  clofet. 

He  was  very  conftant  to  thole  whom  he  once  employed;  if  they  gave 
him  no  realbn  to  be  difpleafed.     When  fomebody  talked  of  being  impofed 
on  in  the  pur  chafe  of  tea  and  fugar,  and  fuch  articles ;  "  That  will  not  be 
the  cafe,  (faid  he,)  if  you  go  to  zjtattfy  Jhopy  as  I  always  do.     In  fuch  a, 
ihop  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to  take  a  petty  advantage." 

An  authour  of  molt  anxious  and  reftlefs  vanity  being  mentioned,  "  Sir, 
(faid  he,)  there  is  not  a  young  fapling  upon  Parnaflus  more  feverely  blown 
about  by  every,  wind  of  criticifm  than  that  poor  fellow." 

The  difference  he  obferved,   between  a  well-bred  and  an  ill-bred  man  is 
this:  cc  One  immediately  attracts  your  liking,  the  other  your  averfion.    You 
•love  the  one  till  you  find  realbn  to  hate  him;  you  hate  the  other  till  you  find 
realbn  to  love  him." 

The  wife  of  one  of  his  acquaintance  had  fraudulently  made  a  purfe  to  her- 
felf  out  of  her  hufband's  fortune.  Feeling  a  proper  compunction  in  her  laft 
moments,  flie  confeffed  how  much  lhe  had  fecretedj  but  before  lhe  could 
tell  where  it  was  placed,  lhe  was  feifed  with  a  convulfive  fit  and  expired. 
Her  hulband  faid,  he  was  more  hurt  by  her  want  of  confidence  in  him,  than 
by  the  lofs  of  his  money.  <r  I  told  him  (faid  Johnfon)  that  he  fhould  confole 
himfelf;  for  perhaps  the  money  might  be  found,  and  he  vrzsfure  that  his  wife 
was  gene." 

A  foppifh  phyfician  imagined  that  Johnfon  had  animadverted  on  his 
wearing  a  fine  coat,  and  mentioned  it  to  him.  "  I  did  not  notice  you  ?*'  was 
his  anfwer.  The  phyfician  ftill  infilled.  «  Sir,  (laid  Johnfon,)  had  you  been 
dipt  in  Padtolus,  I  Ihould  not  have  noticed  you." 

He 
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He  teemed  to-  take  a  pleafure  in  fpeaking  in  his  own  ftyle;  for  when  he      1784. 
Had  carelefsly  milled  it,  he  would  repeat  the  thought  tranflated  into  it.  ^^fTT 
Talking  of  the  Comedy  of  «  The  Rehearfal,"  he  faid,  c«  It  has  not  wit 
enough  to  keep  it  fweet."    This  was  ealy ;— he  therefore  caught  himfelf,  'and 
pronounced  a  more  rounded  fcntence,  "  It  has  not  vitality  enough  to  preferve 
it  from  putrefa&ion." 

He  cenfured  a  writer  of  entertaining  Travels  for  afluming  a  feigned  cha- 
rafter,  faying  (in  his  fenfe  of  the  word)  cc  He  carries  out  one  lye*  we  know 
not  how  many  he  brings  back/' 

Though  he  had  no  tafte  for  painting,  he  admired  much  the  manner  in 
which  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  treated  of  his  art,  in  his  "  Difcourfes  to  the  Royal 
Academy/*  He  obferved  of  a  pafiage  one  day,  "  I  think  I  might  as  well 
have  faid  this  myfelf."  And  once  when  Mr.  JLangton  was  fitting  by  him, 
he  read  one  of  them  very  eagerly,  and  exprefied  himfelf  thus:  "  Very  well, 
Mailer  Reynolds  ;  very  well,  indeed.     But  it  will  not  be  underftood." 

No  man  was  more  ready  to  make  an  apology  when  he  had  cenfured  unjuftly 
than  Johnfon,  When  a  proof-iheet  of  one  of  his  works  was  brought  to  him, 
he  found  fault  with .  the  mode  in  which  a .  part  of  it  was  arranged,  refitted 
to  read  it,  and  in  a  paffion  defired  that  the  compofitor  6  might  be  fent  to 
him.  The  compofitor  was  Mr.  Manning,  a  decent  (enfible  man,  who  had 
compoied  about  one  half  of  his.. "  Didtionajy,"  when  in  Mr.  Strahan's  printing- 
houfej  and  a  great  part  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  when  in  Mr.  Nichols's 
printing- houfe;  and  now  (in  his  (eventy-feventh  year)  when  in  Mr.  Baldwin's 
printing-houfe, .  has  compoied  a  part  of  this  work  concerning  him.  By 
producing  the  manufcript,  he  at  once  fatisfied  Dr.  Johnfon  that  he  was  not  . 
to  blame.  Upon  which  Johnfon  candidly  and  earneftly  faid  to  him, 
"  Mr*  Compofitor,  I  afk  your  pardon.  Mr.  Compofitor,  I  afk  your  pardon, 
again  and  again." 

His  generous  humanity  to  the  miferable  was  almoft  beyond  example. 
The  following  inftance  is  well  attefted:  Coming  home  late  one  night,  he 
found  a  poor  woman  lying  in  the  ftreet,  fo  much  exhaufted  that  fhe  could  not 
walk ;  he  took  her  upon  his  back,  and  carried  her  to  his  houfe,  where  he 
difcovered  that  fhe  was  one  of  thofe  wretched  females  who  had  fallen  into  the 
loweft  ftate  of  vice,  poverty,  and  difeafe.  Inftead  of  harihly  upbraiding  her, 
he  had  her  taken  care  of  with  all  tendernefs  for  a  long  time,  at  a  confiderable 

•  Compofitor,  in  the  art  of  printing,  means,  the  perfon  who  adjufts  the  types  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  to  (land  for  printing;  one  who  arranges  what  is  called  the  form,  from  which, 
an  impreffion  is  taken* 

expence, 
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cxpence,  tin  (he  was  reflated  to  health,  »d  endeavoured  to  put  her  into  a 
virtuous  way  of  living 7. 

He  thought  Mr.  Caleb  Whitefoord,  Angularly  happy  in  tutting  on  the 
fignature  of  Papyrius  Cur/or,  to  his  ingenious  and  diverting  croft-readings  of 
the  news-papers;  it  being  a  real  name  of  an  ancient  Roman,  and  clearly 
expreflive  of  the  thing  done  in  this  lively  conceit. 

He  once  in  his  life  was  known  to  have  uttered  what  is  called  a  bull; 
Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  when  they  were  riding  together  in  Devonshire,  com- 
plained that  he  had  a  very  bad  horfe,  for  that  even  when  going  down  hill  he 
moved  ilowly  Step  by  Hep.  "  Ay  (faid  Johnfon)  and  when  he  goes  up  h^l, 
\it  ftands  ftiUr 

He  had  a  great  averfion  to  gesticulating  in  company.  He  called  once  to 
a  gentleman  who  offended  him  in  that  point,  "  Don't  attitudenife."  And 
^hen  another  gendeman  thought  he  Was  giving  additional  force  to  what  he 
uttered,  by  expreflive  movements  of  his  hands,  Johnlbn  fairly  feized  them, 
and  held  them  down. 

An  authour  of  considerable  eminence  having  engroffed  a  good  Share  of  the 
conversation  in  the  company  of  Johnlbn,  and  having  faid  nothing  but  what 
was  very  trifling  and  infignificant ;  Johnfon  when  he  was  gone,  obferved  to  us, 
€C  It  is  wonderful  what  a  difference  there  fometimes  is  between  a  man's 
powers  of  writing  and  of  talking.  ■  ■  »  writes  with  great  Spirit,  but  is  a 
poor  talker ;  had  he  held  his  tongue  we  might  have  fuppofed  him  to  have 
been  reStrain'd  by  modefty;  but  he  has  Spoken  a  great  deal  to-day;  and  you 
have  heard  what  Stuff  it  was. 

A  gendeman  having  faid  that  a  conge  tTelire,  has  not  perhaps  the  force  of 
a  command,  but  may  be  considered  only  as  a  Strong  recommendation.  €€  Sir, 
(replied  Johnfon,  who  overheard  him,)  it  is  fuch  a  recommendation,  as  if  I 
Should  throw  you  out  of  a  two-pair-of-Stairs  window,  and  recommend  to  you 
tofallfoft8." 

■ 

Mr.  Steevens,  who  paSTed  many  a  fecial  hour  with  him  during  their  long 
acquaintance,  which  commenced  when  they  both  lived  in  the  Temple,  has 
preferred  a  good  number  of  particulars  concerning  him,  moSt  of  which  are 
to  be  found  in  the  department  of  Apothegms,   &c.  in  the  Colledtion  of 

7  This  circumftance  therefore  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Courtenay's  "  Poetical  Chancier,"  of  him  is 
ftri&ly  true. 

*  This  has  been  printed  in  other  publications,  "  fall  to  the  ground."  fiat  Johnfon  himfelf  gave 
sne  the  true  expreflion  which  he  had  ufed,  as  above;  mining  *W  the  recommendadon  left  at 
little  choice  in  the  one  cafe  as  the  other. 

i  "  Johnfon't 
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c<  Johnfon's  Works."  But  he  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  the  following, 
which  are  original : 

<c  One  evening,  previous  to  the  trial  of  Baretti,  a  confultation  of  his  friends 
was  held  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cox,  the  Solicitor,  in  Southampton-buildings, 
Chancery-lane.  Among  others  prefent  were,  Mr.  Burke  and  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  differed  in  fentiments  concerning  the  tendency  of  fome  part  of  the 
defence  the  prifoner  was  to  make.  When  the  meeting  was  over,  Mr.  Steevens 
obferved,  that  the  queftion  between  him  and  his  friend  had  been  agitated  with 
rather  too  much  warmth.  €  It  may  be  fo,  Sir,  (replied  die  Do&or,)  for 
Burke  and  I  ftiould  have  been  of  one  opinion,  if  we  had  had  no  audience." 

€€  Dr.  Johnfon  once  aflumed  a  charafter  in  which  perhaps  even  Mr.  Bofwell 
never  faw  him.  His  curiofity  having  been  excited  by  the  praifes  beftowed  on 
the  celebrated  Torre's  fireworks  at  Marybone-Gardens,  he  defired  Mr.  Steevens 
to  accompany  him  thither.  The  evening  had  proved  Ihowery ;  and  foon  after 
the  few  people  prefent  were  afiembled,  publick  notice  was  given,  that  the 
conductors  to  the  wheels,  funs,  ftars,  &c.  were  fb  thoroughly  water-fbaked, 
that  it  was  impoffible  any  part  of  the  exhibition  (hould  be  made.  c  This  is 
a  mere  excufe  (fays  the  Doftor)  to  fave  their  crackers  for  a  more  profitable 
company.  Let  us  but  hold  up  our  flicks,  and  threaten  to  break  thofe  coloured 
lamps  that  furround  the  Orcheftra,  and  we  fhall  foon  have  our  wifhes  gratified. 
The  core  of  the  fire-works  cannot  be  injured ;  let  the  different  pieces  be 
touched  in  their  refpe&ive  centers,  and  they  will  do  their  offices  as  well  as 
ever.'— »-Some  young  men  who  overheard  him,  immediately  began  the 
violence  he  had  recommended,  and  an  attempt  was  fpeedily  made  to  fire  fome 
of  the  wheels  which  appeared  to  have  received  the  fmalleft  damage;  but  to 
litde  purpofe  were  they  lighted,  for  mod  of  them  completely  failed.— The 
authour  of*  The  Rambler/  however,  may  be  confidered  on  this  occafion,  as 
the  ring-leader  of  a  fuccefsful  riot,  though  not  as  a  fkilful  pyrotechnift." 

"  It  has  been  fuppofed  that  Dr.  Johnfon,  fo  far  as  fafhion  was  concerned, 
was  carelefs  of  his  appearance  in  publick.  But  this  is  not  altogether  true, 
as  the  following  flight  inftance  may  fhow :— Goldfmith's  laft  Comedy  was  to 
be  reprefented  during  fome  court-mourning;  and  Mr.  Steevens  appointed  to 
call  on  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  carry  him  to  the  tavern  where  he  was  to  dine  with 
others  of  the  Poet's  friends.  The  Do<5tor  was  ready  drefled,  but  in  coloured 
cloaths ;  yet  being  told  that  he  would  find  every  ene  elfe  in  black,  received 
the  intelligence  with  a  profufion-  of  thanks,  haftened  to  change  his  attire,  all 
the  while  repeating  his  gratitude  for  the  information  that  had  faved  him  from 
an  appearance  fo  improper  in  the  front  row  of  a  front  box.    '  I  would  not 

(added 
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(added  he)  for    ten  pounds,   have  Teemed  fo   retrograde  to    any  general 

obfervance." 

"  He  would  fometimes  found  his  diflikes  on  .very  (lender  circumftances. 
Happening  one  day  to  mention  Mr.  Flexman,  a  Diflenting  minifter,  with 
fome  compliment  to  his  exatt  memory  in  chronological  matters  j  the  Doctor 
replied,  c  Let  me  hear  no  more  of  him,  Sir.  That  is  the  fellow  who  made 
the  Index  to  my  Ramblers,  and  fet  down  .the  name  of  Milton  thus:—-* 

Milton,  Mr.  John." 

Mr.  Steevens  adds  this  teftimony,  c<  It  is  unfortunate  however  for  Johnfon, 
that  his  particularities  and  frailties  can  be  more  diftindtly  traced  than  his  good 
and  amiable  exertions.  Could  the  many  bounties  he  ftudioufly  concealed, 
the  many  a&s  of  humanity  he  performed  in  private,  be  difplayed  with  equal 
circumftantiality,  his  defefts  would  be  fo  far  loft  in  the  blaze  of  his  virtues, 
that  the  latter  only  would  be  regarded." 

Though  from  my  very  great  admiration  of  Johnfon,  I  have  wondered  that  he 
was  not  courted  by  all  the  great  and  all  the  eminent  perfons  of  his  time,  it 
ought  fairly  to  be  confidered,  that  no  man  of  humble  birth,  who  lived  entirely 
by  literature,  in  fhort  no  authour  by  profeflion,  ever  rofe  in  this  country,  into 
that  perfonal  notice  which  he  did*  In  the  courfe  of  this  work  a  numerous 
variety  of  names  have  been  mentioned,  to  which  many  might  be  added. 
I  cannot  omit  Lord  and  Lady  Lucan,  at  whole  houfe  he  often  enjoyed  all 
that  an  elegant  table,  and  the  beft  company  can  contribute  to  happinefs  ;  he 
found  hofpitality  united  with  extraordinary  accomplifhments,  and  embellifhed 
with  charms  of  which  no  man  could  be  infenfible. 

On  Tuefday,  June  22,  I  dined  with  him  at  The  Literary  Club,  the  laft 
time  of  his  being  in  that  refpedtable  fociety.  The  other  members  prefent 
were  the  Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Lord  Eliot,  Lord  Palmerfton,  Dr.  Fordyce, 
and  Mr.  Malone.  He  looked  ill ;  but  had  fuch  a  manly  fortitude,  that  he 
did  not  trouble  the  company  with  melancholy  complaints.  They  all  (hewed 
evident  marks  of  kind  concern  about  him,  with  which  he  was  much  pleafed, 
and  he  exerted  himielf  to  be  as  entertaining  as  his  indifpofitlon  allowed  him. 

The  anxiety  of  his  friends  to  preferve  fo  eftimable  a  life,  as  long  as  human 
means  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  influence,  made  them  plan  for  him  a 
retreat  from  the  feverity  of  a  Britilh  winter,  to  the  mild  climate  of  Italy, 
This  fcheme  was  at  laft  brought  to  a  ferious  refolution  at  General  Paoli's, 
where  I  had  often  talkecj  of  it.  One  eflential  matter,  however,  I  underftood 
was  neceflary  to  be  previoufly  fettled,  which  was  obtaining  fuch.  an  addition 
lo  his  income,  as  would  be  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  defray  the  expence  in 


a  manner 
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?  manner  becoming  the  firft  literary  chara&er  of  a  great  nation,  and,  inde-  »784- 
pendent  of  all  his  other  merits,  the  Authour  of  The  Dictionary  of  the  j^tetT  '^ 
English  Language.  The  perfon  to  whom  I  above  all  others  thought  I 
(hould  apply  to  negotiate  this  bufinefs,  was  the  Lord  Chancellor9,  becaufe  I 
knew  that  he  highly  valued  Johnfon,  and  that  Johnfon  highly  valued  his 
Lordlhip ;  fo  that  it  was  no  degradation  of  my  illuftrious  friend  to  folicit  for 
him  the  favour  of  fuch  a  man,  I  hava  mentioned  what  Johnfon  faid  of  him 
to  me  when  he  was  at  the  bar ' ;  and  after  his  Lordfhip  was  advanced  to  the 
ftals,  he  faid  of  him,  c<  I  would  prepare  myfelf  for  no  man  in  England  but 
Lord  Thurlow,  When  I  am  to  meet  with  him  I  fhould  wilh  to  know  a  day 
before.'*  How  he  would  have  prepared  himlelf  I  cannot  conjefture.  Would 
he  have  fcleded  certain  topicks,  and  confidered  them  in  every  view  fo  as  to 
be  in  readinefs  to  argue  them  at  all  points  ?  and  what  may  we  fuppofe  thofe 
topicks  to  have  been  ?  I  once  ftarted  the  curious  enquiry  to  the  great 
man  who  was  the  (ubjeft  of  this  compliment:  he  fmiled,  but  did  not 
purfue  it. 

J  firft  confulted  with  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  who  perfeftly  coincided  in 
opinion  with  me  $  and  I  therefore,  though  perfonally  very  little  known  to  his 
Lordlhip,  wrote  to  him  *,  ftating  the  cafe,  and  requefting  his  good  offices  for 
Dr.  Johnfon.  I  mentioned  that  I  was  obliged  to  fet  out  for  Scotland  early 
in  the  week  after,  fo  that  if  his  Lordfhip  (hould  have  any  commands  for  me 
as  to  this  pious  negociation,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  &nd  them  before  that 
time *  otherwife  Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  would  give  all  attention  to  it. 

This  application  was  made  not  only  without  any  fuggeftion  on  the  part  of 
Johnfon  himfelf,  but  was  utterly  unknown  to  him,  nor  had  he  the  fmalleft 
iufpicion  of  it  Any  infinuations,  therefore,  which  fince  his  death  have  been 
thrown  out,  as  if  he  had  (looped  to  aflc  what  was  fuperfluous,  are  without 
any  foundation.  But,  had  he  afked  it,  it  would  not  have  been  fuperfluous  * 
for  though  the  money  he  had  faved  proved  to  be  more  than  his  friends 
imagined,  or  than  I  believe  he  himfelf,  in  his  careleflhefs  concerning  worldly 
matters,  knew  it  to  be,  had  he  travelled  upon  the  Continent,  an  augmenta- 
tion of  his  income  would  by  no  means  have  been  unneceflary. 

•  Edward  Lord  Thurlow*  *  Page  441  of  this  Volume. 

1  It  is  ftrange  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  ihoold  have  related  that  the  application  was  made  by  Sir 
Jofliua  Reynolds,  when  he  could  fo  eafily  have  been  informed  of  the  truth  by  inquiring  of  Sir 
Jofliua*    Sir  John's  careleflhefs  to  a/certain  fads  is  very  remarkable. 

Voi.  II.  Xxx  On 
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On  Wednefday,  June  23,  I  vifited  him  in  the  forenoon,  after  having  been 
prefent  at  the  (hocking  fight  of  fifteen  men  executed  before  Newgate.  I  (aid 
to  him,  I  was  fure  that  human  life  was  not  machinery,  that  is  to  fay,  a  chain 
of  fatality  planned  and  diredled  by  the  Supreme  Being,  as  it  had  in  it  fo  much 
wickednefc  and  mifery,  fo  many  inftances  of  both*  as  that  by  which  my  mind 
was  now  clouded.  Were  it  machinery  it  would  be  better  than  it  is  in  thefe  re(pe&s, 
though  lefs  noble,  as  not  being  a  fyftem  of  moral  government.  He  agreed 
with  me  now,  as  he  always  did,  upon  the  great  queftion  of  the  liberty  of 
the  human  will,  which  has  been  in  all  ages  perplexed  with  fo  much 
fophiftry.  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  doftrine  of  Neceflity,  no  man  believes  it. 
If  a  man  (hould  give  me  arguments  that  I  do  not  fee*  though  I  could  not 
anfwer  them,  (hould  I  believe  that  I  do  not  fee  ?"  It  will  be  obferved,  that 
Johnfon  at  all  times  made  the  juft  diftin&ion  between  doftrines  contrary  to 
reafon,  and  dodtrines  above  reafon. 

Talking  of  the  religious  difcipline  proper  for  unhappy  convi£ts,  he  laid; 
<c  Sir,  one  of  our  regular  clergy  will  probably  not  imprefs  their  minds  diffidently ; 
they  (hould  be  attended  by  a  Methodift  preacher,  or  a  Popilh  prieft."  Let 
me  however  obferve,  in  juftice  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vilette,  who  has  been 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  for  no  lefe  than  feventeen  years,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  has  attended  many  hundreds  of  wretched  criminals,  that  his  earned  and 
humane  exhortations  have  been  very  efle&uaL  His  extraordinary  diligence  is 
highly  praife-worthy,  and  merits  a  diftinguiflied  reward. 

On  Thurfday,,  June  24,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Dilly*s,  where  were  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Knox,,  matter  of  Tunbridge-fchool,  Mr.  Smith,  Vicar  of 
Southill,  Dr.  Beattie,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  authour  of  various  literary  performances, 
and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Mayo.  At  my  defire  old  Mr.  Sheridan  was  invited, 
as  I  was  earned  to  have  Johnfon  and  him  brought  together  again  by  chance,' 
that  a  reconciliation  might  be  effe&ed.  Mr.  Sheridan  happened  to  come 
early,  and  having  learnt  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  to  be  there,  went  away ;  fo  I 
found,  with  fincere  regret,  that  my  friendly  intentions  were  hopelefs.-  I 
recoiled*  nothing  that  pafled  this  day,  except  Johnfon's  quicknefs,  who,  when 
Pr.  Beattie  obferved,.  as  fomething  remarkable  which  had  happened  to  him,  thai 
he  had  chanced  to  fee  both  No.  1,  and  No.  1,000,  of  the  hackney-coaches, 
the  firfl  and  the  laft ;  «  Why,  Sir,  (faid  he,)  there  is  an  equal  chance  for 
one's  feeing  thofe  two  numbers  as  any  other  two."  He  was  clearly  right; 
yet  the  feeing  of  t;he  two  extremes,  each  of  which  is  in  fome  degree  more 
soofpicuous  than  the  reft,  could  not  but  ftrike  one  in  a  ftronger  marine!"  than 
the  fight  pf  any  other  xwo  numbers*— Though  I  have  neglefted  to  preferve 

his 
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bis  converfation,  it  was  perhaps  at  this  interview  that  Mr.  Knox  formed  the 
notion  of  it  which  he  has  exhibited  in  his  "  Winter  Evenings." 

On  Friday,  June  25,  I  dined  with  him  at  General  Paoli's,  where  he  fays, 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  I  love  to  dine."  There  were  a  variety 
of  difhes  much  to  his  tafte,  of  all  which  he  feemed  to  me  to  eat  fo  much, 
that  I  was  afraid  he  might  be  hurt  by  it ;  and  I  whifpered  to  the  General 
my  fear,  and  begged  he  might  not  prefs  him.  "  Alas !  (faid  the  General,) 
fee  how  very  ill  he  looks  ;  he  can  live  but  a  very  fhort  time.  Would  you 
refufe  any  flight  gratifications  to  a  man  under  fentence  of  death  ?  There  is 
>a  humane  cuftom  in  Italy,  by  which  perfons  in  that  melancholy  fituation  are 
indulged  with  having  whatever  they  like  bed  to  eat  and  drink,  even  with 
cxpenfive  delicacies." 

I  {hewed  him  fbme  verfes  on  Lichfield  by  Mifs  Seward,  which  I  had  that 
day  received  from  her,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  him  approve  of  them. 
He  confirmed  to  me  the  truth  of  a  high  compliment  which  I  had  been  told  he 
had  paid  to  that  lady,  when  fhe  mentioned  to  him  "  The  Colombiade,"  an 
epick  poem,  by  Madame  du  Boccage :— -cc  Madam,  there  is  not  in  it  any 
thing  equal  to  your  defcription  of  the  fea  round  the  North  Pole,  in  your  Ode 
on  the  death  of  Captain  Cook." 

On  Sunday,  June  27,  I  found  him  rather  better.  I  mentioned  to  him  a 
young  man  who  was  going  to  Jamaica  with  his  wife  and  children,  in  expecta- 
tion of  being  provided  for  by  two  of  her  brothers  fettled  in  that  ifland,  one 
a  clergyman  and  the  other  a  phyfician.  Johnson.  "  It  is  a  wild  fcheme, 
Sir,  unlets  he  has  a  pofitive  and  deliberate  invitation.  There  was  a  poor 
girl,  who  ufed  to  come  about  me,  who  had  a  coufin  in  Barbadoes,  that,  in  a 
letter  to  her,  exprefled  a  wifh  fhe  would  come  out  to  that  ifland,  and  expa- 
tiated on  the  comforts  and  happinefs  of  her  fituation.  The  poor  girl  went 
out :  her  coufin  was  much  furprized,  and  afked  her  how  fhe  could  think  of 
coming.  €  Becaufe  (faid  ihe)  you  invited  me.' — f  Not  I '  (anfwered  the 
coufin).  The  letter  then  was  produced.  c  I  fee  it  is  true,  (faid  fhe,)  that  I 
did  invite  you  -,  but  I  did  not  think  you  would  come/  They  lodged  her  in 
an  out-houfe,  where  fhe  palled  her  time  miferably ;  and  as  foon  as  fhe  had  an 
opportunity  fhe  returned  to  England.  Always  tell  this,  when  you  hear  of 
people  going  abroad  to  relations,  upon  a  notion  of  being  well  received.  In 
the  cafe  which  you  mention,  it  is  probable  the  clergyman  fpends  all  h«  gets, 
and  the  phyfician  does  not  know  how  much  he  is  to  get." 

We  this  day  dined  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  with  General  Paoli,  Lord 
Eliot,  (formerly  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Port  Eliot,)  Dr.  Beatcie,  and  fomc  more 

X  x  x  2  company. 
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company.  Talking  of  Lord  Chefterficld  j — Johnson.  "  His  manner  was; 
JEtat*  7C.  cxquifitely  elegant,  and  he  had  more  knowledge  than  I  expedted."  Boswell- 
€€  Did  you  find,  Sir,  his  converfation  to  be  of  a  fuperiour  ftyle."  Johnson.. 
¥  Sir,  in  the  converfation  which  I  had  with  him  I  had  the  beft  right  to. 
fiiperiority,  for  it  was  upon  philology  and  literature/9  Lord  Eliot,  who  had 
travelled  at  the  fame  time  with  Mr,  Stanhope,  Lord  ChefterfiekTs  natural 
fbn,  juftly  obferved,  that  it  was  ftrange  that  a  man  who  fhcwcd  he  had  fa 

» 

much  affeftion  for  his  fbn  as  Lord  Chefterficld  did,  by  writing  fb  many  long, 
and  anxious  letters  to  him,  almoft  all  of  them  when  he  was  Secretary  of 
State,  which  certainly  was  a  proof  of  great  goodnefs  of  difpofition,  fhould. 
endeavour  to  make  his  fbn  a  rafcal.  His  Lordfhip  told  us,  that  Foote  had; 
intended  to  bring  on  the  ftage  a  father  who  had  thus  tutored  his  fon,  and  to. 
Ihew  the  fon  an  honeft  man  to  every  thing  elfe,  but  praftifing  his  father's 
maxims  upon  him,  and  cheating  him,  Johnson.  "  I  am  much  pleafed  with 
this  defign  -,  but  I  think  there  was  no  occafion  to  make  the  fon  honeft  at 
all.  No;  he  fhould  be  a  confummate  rogue:  the  contraft  between  honefty 
and  knavery  would  be  the  ftronger.  It  fhould  be  contrived  fo  that  the 
father  fhould  be  the  only  fufferer  by  the  fbn's  villainy,,  and  thus  there  would 
be  poetical  juftice." 

He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr.. Walter  Harte.     a  I  know  (faid  he) 
Harte  was  your  Lordfhip's  tutor,  and  he  was  alfo  tutor  to  the  Peterborough, 
family.     Pray,  my  Lord,  do  you  recoiled  any  particulars  that  he  told  you 
of  Lord  Peterborough  ?     He  is  a  favourite  of  mine,    and  is  not  enough 
known :  his  character  has  been  only  ventilated  in  party  pamphlets."     Lord 
Eliot  faid,  if  Dr.  Johnfon  would  be  fo  good  as  to  afk  him  any  queftions,. 
he  would  tell  what  he  could  recolfcft.     Accordingly  fome  things  were  men- 
tioned.    "  But  (faid  his  Lordfliip)  the  beft  account  of  Lord  Peterborough 
that   I  have  happened  to  meet  with,   is,   €  Captain  Carleton's  Memoirs/ 
Carleton  was  defcended  of  an  anceftor  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the 
fiege  of  Deny.     He  was  an  officer ;  and,  what  was  rare  at  that  time,  had . 
fome  knowledge  of  engineering."    Johnfon  faid,.  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
book.     Lord  Eliot  had  it  at  Port  Eliot ;  but,  after  a  good  deal  of  enquiry,. 
procured  a  copy  in  London,  and  fent  it  to  Johnfon,  who  told  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  that  he  was  going  to  bed  when  it  came,  but  was  fo  much  pleafed 
with  it,  that  he  fate  up  till  he  had  read  it  through,  and  found  in  it  fuch  an . 
air  of  truth,  that  he  could  not  doubt  of  its  authenticity ;  adding,  with  a  fmile 
(in  allufion  to  Lord  Eliot's  having  recently  been  raifed  to  the  peerage,)  "  I 

z  did 
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did  not  tfiink  a  young  Lord  could  have  mentioned  to  me  a  book  in  the  Englifh 
hiftory  that  was  not  known  to  me." 

An  addition  to  our  company  came  after  we  went  up  to  the  drawing-room ; 
Dr.  Johnfon  feemed  to  rife  in  fpirits  as  his  audience  increafed.  He  faid, 
«  He  wifhed  that  Loid  Orford's  pictures,  and  Sir  Afhton  Lever's  Mufeum, 
might  be  purchafed  by  the  publick,  becaufe  both  the  money,  and  the  pictures, 
and  the  curiofities,  would  remain  in  the  country.  Whereas,  if  they  were  fold 
into  another  kingdom,-  the  nation  would*  indeed  get  fome  money,  but  would 
lofe  the  pictures  and  curiofities,  which  it  would  be  defirable  we  fhould  have 
for  improvement  in  tafte  and  natural  hiftory.  The  only  queftion  was,  that 
as  the  nation  was  much  in  want  of  money,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
take  a  large  price  from  a  foreign  ftate." 

He  entered  upon  a  curious  difcuffion  of  the  difference  between  intuition 
and  fagacity,  one  being  immediate  in  its  effeCt,  the  other  requiring  a  circuitous 
procefs  i  one  he  obferved,  was  the  eye  of  the  mind,  the  other  the  nofe  of  the  mind. 

A  gentleman  prefent  took  up  the  argument  againft  him,  and  maintained 
that  no  man  ever  thinks  of  the  nofe  of  the  mind,  not  adverting  that  though  that 
figurative  phrafe  feems  ftrange  to  us,  as  very  unufual,  it  is  truly  not  more  forced 
than  Hamlet's  u  In  my  mind's  eye,  Horatio."  He  perfifted  much  too  long, 
and  appeared  to  Johnfon  as  putting  himfelf  forward  as  his  antagonift  with  too 
much  prefumption  5  upon  which  he  called  to  him  in  a  loud  tone,  "  What  is 
it  you  are  contending  for,  if  you  be  contending  ?" — And  afterwards  imagining 
that  the  gendeman  retorted  upon  him  with  a  kind  of  fmart  drollery,  he  faid, 

"  Mr., ,  it  does  not  become  you  to  talk  fo  to  me.     Befides,  ridicule 

is  not  your  talent;  you  have  there  neither  intuition  nor  fagacity."— The 
gentleman  protefted  that  he  had  intended  no  improper  freedom,  but  had  the 
greateft  refpeCt  for  Dr.  Johnfon.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  during  which  we  were, 
fomewhat  uneafy— Johnson.  "  Give  me  your  hand,  Sir.  You  were  too 
tedious,  and  I  was  too  fhort/*     Mr.  ■    ■ — .  "  Sir,  I  am  honoured  by 

your  attention  in  any  way."  Johnson.  w  Come,  Sir,  let's  have  no  more  of 
it.  We  offended  one  another  by  our  contention  $  let  us  not .  offend  the 
company  by  our  compliments." 

He  now  faid,  cc  He  wifhed  much  to  go  to  Italy, .  and  that  he  dreaded 
paffing  the  winter  in  England."  I  faid  nothing,  but  enjoyed  a  fecret  fatis- 
faction  in  thinking  that  I  had  taken  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  make  fuch 
a  fcheme  practicable.. 

On  Monday,  June  28,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  the  following  letter : . 

'  5*- 
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to  James  Boswell,  Efq* 
"  Sir,       ' 

"  I  shouid  have  anfwered  your  letter  immediately ;  if  (being  much 
engaged  when  I  received  it)  I  had  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  this  morning. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  fuggeftion^  and  I  will  adopt  and 
prefs  it  as  far  as  I  can.  The  beft  argument,  I  am  fure,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
Hkely  to  fail,  is  Dr.  Johnfon's  merit.— But  it  will  be  neceflary,  if  I  (hould  be 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  mifs  feeing  you,  to  converfe  with  Sir  Jofhua  on  the  funi 
it  will  be  proper  to  afk — in  (hort,  upon  the  means  of  fctting  him  out.  It 
would  be  a  reflection  on  us  all,  if  fuch  a  man  fhould  perilh  for  want  of  the 
means  to  take  care  of  his  health.     Yours,  &c« 

«  Thurlow." 

This  letter  gave  me  a  very  high  fatisfa&ion ;  I  next  day  went  and  fhewed 
it  to  Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  who  was  exceedingly  pleafed  with  it.  He  thought 
that  I  ftiould  now  communicate  the  negotiation  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  might 
afterwards  complain  if  the  ,  attention  with  which  it  had  -been  honoured* 
fhould  he  too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intended  to  let  out  for  Scotland 
next  morning,  but  Sir  Jofhua  cordially  infifted  that  I  fhould  ftay  another  day, 
that  Johnfon  and  I  might  dine  with  him,  that  we  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  Tour,  and  as  Sir  Jofhua  exprefTed  himfel£  "  have  it  all  out."  I 
haftened  to  Johnfon*  and  was  told  by  him  that  he  was  rather  better  to-day. 
Boswell.  «  I  am  very  anxious  about  you,  Sir,  and  particularly  that  you 
fhould  go  to  Italy  for  the  winter,  which  I  believe  is  your  own  wifh." 
Johnson.  "  It  is,  Sir."  Boswell.  "  You  have  no  objeftion,  I  prefume,  but 
the  money  it  would  require."  Johnson.  "  Why  no,  Sir."  Upon  which  I  gave 
him  a  particular  account  of  what  had  been  done,  and  read  to  him  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  letter. — He  liftened  with  much  attention;  then  warmly  faid, 
-  "  This  is  taking  prodigious  pains  about  a  man."-*-"  O !  Sir,  (faid  I,  with 
moft  fincere  afFedtion,)  your  friends  would  do  every  thing  for  you."  He 
paufed — grew  more  and  more  agitated— till  tears  ftarted  into  his  eyes,  and 
he  exclaimed  with  fervent  emotion,  "  God  blefs  you  all."  I  was  fo  affe<5tcd 
that  I  alfo  fhed  tears. — After  a  fhort  filence,  he  renewed  and  extended  his 
grateful  benedittion,  "  God  blefs  you  all,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake."  We 
both  remained  for  fome  time  unable  to  fpeak.— He  rofe  fuddenly  and  quitted 
the  room  quite  melted  in  tendernefs.     He  ftaid  but  a  fliort  time,  till  he  had 

recovered 
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recovered  his  firmnefs*  foon  after  he  returned  I  left  him,  having  firft  engaged      »784- 
Sim  to  dine  at  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's,  next  day. — I  never  was  again  under  ^tatT#  -7 
that  roof  which  I  had  fo  long  reverenced. 

On  Wednefday,  June  30,  the  friendly  confidential  dinner  with  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  took  place,  no  other  company  being  prefent.  Had  I  known  that 
this  was  the  laft  time  that  I  fhould  enjoy  in  this  world,  the  converfation  of  a 
friend  whom  I  fo  much-  relpe<3;ed,  and  from  whom  I  derived  fo  much 
inftrudtion  and  entertainment,  I  fhould  have  been  deeply  affedted.  When 
I  now  look  back  to  it,  I  am  vexed  that  a  fmgle  word  fhould  have  been 
forgotten^ 

Both  Sir  Jofhua  and  I  were  fo  fanguine  in  our  expedfcations,  that  we 
expatiated  with  confidence  on  the  large  provifion  which  we  were  fure  would 
be  made  for  him,  conje&uring  whether  munificence  would  £e  difplayed 
in  one  large  donation,  or  ia  an  ample  increafe  of  his  penfion.  He  himfelf 
catched  fb  much  of  our  enthufiafm>  as  to. allow  himfelf  to  fuppofe  it  not 
impoflible  that  our  hopes  might  in  one  way  or  other  be  realifed.  He  faid 
that  he  would  rather  have  his  penfion  doubled  than  a  grant  of  a  thoufand 
pounds;  "  For  (faid  he)  though  probably  I  may  not  live  to  receive  as  much 
as  a  thoufand  pounds,  a  man  would  have  the  confcioufhefs  that  he  fhould 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  fplendour,  how  long  foever  it  might  be." 
Confidering  what  a  moderate  proportion  an  income  of  fix  hundred  pounds  a 
year  bears  to  innumerable  fortunes  in  this  country,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
a  man  fo  truly  great  fhould  think  it  fplendour. 

As  an  inftance  of  extraordinary  liberality  of  friendfhip,  he  told  us,  that 
Dr.  Brocklefby  had  upon  this  occafion,  offered  him  a  hundred  a  year  for  his 
life.  A  grateful  tear  ftarted  into  his  eye*  as  he  fpoke  this  in-  a  faultering 
tone. 

Sir  Jofhua  and  I  endeavoured  to  flatter  his  imagination  with  agreeable. 
pr6fpe£s  of  happinefs  in  Italy.  "  Nay  (faid  he)  I  muft  not  expert  much. 
of  that ;  when  a  man  goes  to  Italy  merely  to  feel  how  he  breathes  the  air,  he 
can  enjoy  very  little." 

Our  converfation  turned  upon  living  in  the  country,  which  Johnlbn,  whofe 
melancholy  mind  required  the  diffipation  of  quick  fucceffive  variety,  had 
habituated  himfelf  to  confider  as  a  kind  of  mental  imprifonmenL  "  Yet,  Sir, 
(faid  I,)  there  are  many  people  who  are  content  to  live  in  the  country." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  in  the  intelledtual  world  as  in  the  phyfical  world  j  we 
are  told  by  natural  philofbphers,  that  a  body  is  at  reft  in  the  place  that  is  fit 
for  it  j  they  who  are  content  to  live  in  the  country  are  fit  for  the  country." 

Talking 
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Talking  of  various  enjoyments,  1  argued  that  a  refinement  of  tafte  wai  a 
difadvantage,  as  they  who  have  attained  to  it  muft  be  feldomer  pleafed  than 
thofe  who  have  no  nice  difcrimination^  and  are  therefore  fatisfied  with  every 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way.  Johnson.  *  Nay,  Sir;  that  is  a  paltry  notion. 
Endeavour  to  be  as  pcrfeft  as  you  can  in  every  xefpeft." 

I  accompanied  him  in  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's  coach,  to  the  rntry  of  Bolt- 
court.  He  afked  me  whether  I  would  not  go  with  him  to  his  houfej  I 
declined  it,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  my  fpirits  would  fink.  We  bade  adieu 
to  each  odier  affeftionately  in  the  carriage.  When  he  had  got  down  upon* 
the  foot-pavement,  he  called  out,  *€  Fare  you  wells"  and  without  looking 
back,  fprung  away  with  a  kind  of  pathetick  brifknefs,  if  I  may  ufe  that 
expreflion,  which  itemed  to  indicate  a  ftroggle  to  conceal  uneafinefs,  and 
imprefled  me  with  a  foreboding  of  our  long,  long  reparation. 

I  remained  one  day  more  in  town,  to  have  the  chance  of  talking  over  my 
negotiation  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  j  but  the  multiplicity  of  his  Lordfhip's 
important  engagements  did  not  allow  of  it  j  fo  I  left  the  management  of 
the  bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds. 

Soon  after  this  time  Dr.  Johnfbn  had  the  mortification  of  being  informed 
by  Mrs.  Thrale,  that  "  what  fhe  fuppofed  he  never  believed  V*  was  true, 
namely,  that  fhe  was  a&ually  going  to  marry  Signor  Piozzi,  an  Italian  mufick- 
mafter.  He  endeavoured  to  prevent  it,  but  in  vain.  If  fhe  would  publifli 
.the  whole  of  the  correlpondence  that  pafied  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  her 
on  the  fubjeft,  we  fbould  have  a  full  view  of  his  real  fentiments.  As  it  is, 
our  judgement  muft  be  biafled  by  that  chara&eriftick  fpecimen,  which  Sir 
John  Hawkins  has  given  us :  "  Poor  Thrale !  I  thought  that  either  her 
virtue  or  her  vice  would  have  rcftrained  her  from  fuch  a  marriage.  She  is 
now  become  a  fubjeft  for  her  enemies  to  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if 
fhe  has  any  left,  to  forget,  or  pity9." 

It  muft  be  admitted  that  Johnfbn  derived  a  confiderable  portion  of  hap- 
pinefs  from  the  comforts  and  elegancies  which  he  enjoyed  in  Mr,  Thrale's 
family  j  but  Mrs.  Thrale  aflures  us  he  was  indebted  for  thefe  to  her  hufband 
alone,  who  certainly  refpefted  him  fmcerely.  Her  words  are,  «  Veneration 
for  bis  virtue,  reverence  for  bis  talents,  delight  in  bis  eonverfation,  and  habitual 
endurance  of  a  yoke  my  hufband  firft  put  upon  me,  and  of  which  be  urn* 
mtedly  bore  bisjbare  for  fixteen  or  f event een  years,  made  me  go  on  fo  long  with 

Vf  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,"  Vol.  II.  page  37$. 

•  Dr.  Johnfon's  Letter  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  "  life,"  p.  570, 

*  "  Anecdotes,"  p.  293* 
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Mr.  Johnfin\  but  the  perpetual  confinement  I  1niU  own  to  have  been  terrifying,      17*4- 
in  the  firfi  years  of,  our  friend/hip,  and  irkfome  in  the  loft  \  nor  could  I  pretend  jQfT^ 
to  fupport  it  without  help  when  my  coadjutor  was  no  more.1*     Alas!    how 
different  is  this  from  the  declarations  which  I  have  heard  Mrs.  Thrale  make  in 
his  life-time,  without  a  Angle  murmur  againft  any  peculiarities,  or  againft  any 
one  circumftance  which  attended  their  intimacy. 

As  a  fincere  friend  of  the  great  man  whole  Life  I  am  writing,  I  think  it 
necefiary  to  guard  my  readers  againft  the  miftaken  notion  of  Dr.  Johnlbn's 
character,  which  this  lady's  "  Anecdotes"  of  him  fuggeft  *  for  from  the  very 
nature  and  form  of  her  book,  it  "  lends  deception  lighter  wings  to  /ly." 

"  Let  it  be  remembered,  (fays  an  eminent  critick*,)  that  flie  has  comprifed 
in  a  fmall  volume  all  that  fhe  could  recollect  of  Dr.  Johnfbn  in  twenty  years% 
during  which  period,  doubdefs,  fome  fevere  things  were  (aid  by  him ;  and 
they  who  read  the  book  in  two  hours,  naturally  enough  fuppofe  that  his  whole 
converfation  was  of  this  complexion.  But  the  fa£t  is,  I  have  been  often  in 
his  company,  and  never  once  heard  him  fay  a  fevere  thing  to  any  one;  and 
many  others  can  atteft  the  lame.  When  he  did  fay  a  fevere  thing  it  was 
generally  extorted  by  ignorance  pretending  to  knowledge,  or  by  extreme 
vanity  or  affettation. 
.    tf  Two  inftances  of  inaccuracy  (adds  he)  are  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice: 

cc  It  is  laid ',  c  That  natural  rougbnefs  of  bis  manner  fo  often  mentioned,  would, 
notwithftanding  the  regularity  of  his  notions  burft  through  them  ail  from  time  to  time ; 
amdhe  once  bade  a  very  celebrated  lady,  who  praifed  him  with  too  much  zeal  perhaps, 
or  perhaps  toofirong  an  empbafis,  (which  always  offended  him,)  confider  what  her 
flattery  was  worth  before  Jhe  cboaked  him  with  it  J 

cc  Now  let  the  genuine  anecdote  be  contrafted  with  this.— The  perfon  thug 
reprefented  as  being  harlhly  treated,  though  a  very  celebrated  lady,  was  then 
juft  come  to  London  from  an  obfeure  lituation  in  the  country.  At  Sir  Joihua 
Reynolds's  one  evening  Ihe  met  Dr.  Johnfon.  She  very  foon  began  to  pay 
her  court  to  him  in  the  moft  fulfome  ftrain.  €  Spare  me,  I  befeech  you, 
dear  Madam,9  was  his  reply.  She  (till  laid  it  on.  '  Pray,  Madam,  let 
us  have  no  more  of  this,9  he  rejoined.  Not  paying  any  attention  to  thele 
warnings,  Ihe  continued  ftill  her  eulogy.  At  length,  provoked  by  this 
indelicate  and  vain  obtrufion  of  compliment,  he  exclaimed,  c  Deareft  lady, 

cojplider  with  yourfejf  what  your  flattery  is  worth  before  you  bellow  it  fo  freely/ 

*Who  has  been  pleafed  to  fuxnifli  me  with  his  remarks. 
*  "  Anecdotes,"  p.  183. 

*"  Vol.  II.  -  Y  y  7  %  «  How 
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*  How  different  does  this  ftoiy  appear,  when  accompanied  with  aft  theft 
circumftances  which  really  belong  to  it,  but  which  Mrs.  Thrale  either  did  no* 
know,  or  has  fuppreflcd 

"  She  fays  4,  «  One  gentleman,  however,  who  dined  at  a  nobleman's  houfe  in 
bis  company,  and' that  of  Mr.  Thrale,  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  the  anecdote,  was 
willing  to  enter  the  lifts  in  defence  of  King  WWiam's  cbara&cn  and  having 
oppofed  and  contradilted  Jobnfon  two  or  three  times,  petulantly  enough,  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  began  to  fed  uneafy,  and  expeSt  difagreeable  confequences ;  to  avoid 
which,  he  f aid,  loud  enough  for  the  Doctor  to  bear— Our  friend  here  bos  no  meaning 
now  in  all  this,  except  juft  to  relate  at  club  to-morrow  bow  be  teized  Jobnfon  at 
dinner  to-day,  this  is  all  to  do  bimfelf  honour. — No,  upon  my  word,  (replied 
the  other,)  I  fee  no  honour  in  it,  whatever  you  may  do. — Well,  Sir,  (returned 
Mr.  Jobnfon,  JlernlyJ   if  you  do  not  fee  the  honour,   I  am  Jure  I  feel  the 

difgrace-S 

«  This  is  all  fophifticated.  Mr.  Thrale  'was  not  in  the  company,  though  he 
might  have  related  the  ftoiy  to  Mrs.  Thrale*  A  friend,  fo>m  whom  I  had  the 
ftory,  was  prefent;  and  it  was  not  at  the  houfe  of  a  nobleman.  On  the 
obfervatioo  being  made  by  the  matter  <=>f  the  houfe  on  a  gentleman's  contra- 
dicting Johnfon,  that  he  had  talked  for  the  honour,  &c.  die  gentleman  mut- 
tered, in  a  low  voice,  €  I  fee  no  honour  in  it;*  and  Dr.  Johnfon  iaid  nothing:: 
fo  all  the  reft  (though  btin  trouvee)  is  mere  garrnfh.** 

I  have  had  occafion  feveral  times,  in*  the  courfc  of  this  work,  to  point 
out  the  inccorre&nefs  of  Mrs,  Thrale,  as  to  particulars  which  confifted  with 
my  own  knowledge.-  But  indeed  fhe  has,  in  flippant  terms  enough, 
cxprefled  her  difapprobation  of*  that  anxious  defirc  of  authenticity  which 
prompts  a  perfon  who  is  to  record  conversions,  to  write  them  down 
at  the- moment5.  Unqveftionably,  if  they  are  to  bfc  recorded'. at: all,  the 
fooner  it  is  done  the*  better.  This  lady  herfelf  fays  \  €t  To  recolleft, 
however,  and*  to  repeat  the  fayings  of  Dr.  Jobnfon,  is  almojl  all  that  can  be 
done  by  the  writers  of  bis  Life-,  as  bis  life,  at  leajl  ftnee  my  acquaintance  with  him, 
eonfified  in  little  elfe  than  talking,  when  be  was  not  employed  in  fome  ferious  piece 
of  work."  She  boafts  of  her  having  kept  a  common-place  book ;  and, 
we  find  (he  noted,  at  one  time  or  other,  in  a  very  lively  manner,  fpecimens 
of  the  converfation  of  Dj.  Johnfon,  and  of  thofe  who  talked  with  Urn ;  but 
had  fhe  done  it  recendy,  they  probably  would  have-  been  fefr  erroneous ; 

«  «f  Anecdotes/'  p.  Z02.  5  Ibid,  p*  44*.  *  Ibid.  p.  23* 

and 
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$ndwe  fhould  have  toeen  relieved  from  thofe  difagreeable  doubts  of  dieir 
authenticity,  with  which  we  muft  now  penrfe  them. 

She  fays  of  him 7,  "  He  was  the  moft  charitable  of  mortals,  without  being  what 
we  call  an  active  friend.  Admirable  at  giving  coun/el;  no  man  faw  his  way  Jo 
-clearly  \  htt  he  would  not  ftir  a  finger  for  the  affijlance  of  thoje  to  whom  be  was 
willing  enough  to  give  advice.'9  And  again  on  the  fame  page,  "  If  you  wanted 
a  flight  favour,  you  mufl  apply  to  people  of  other  difpofitions  ;  for  not  a  ftep  vtould 
Johnfon  move  to  obtain  a  man  a  vote  in  a  fociety,  to  repay  a  compliment  which 
might  be  ufeful  or  pleafing*  to  write  a  letter  of  requeft,  &c.  d\r  to  obtain  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more  for  a  friend  who  perhaps  had  already  two  or  three.  No 
force  -could  urge  him  to  diligence,  no  importunity  could  conquer  his  resolution  to 
ftandftili:9 

It  is  ama2ing  that  one  who  had  foch  opportunities  of  knowing  Dn 
Johnfon,  fhould  appear  fo  little  acquainted  with  his  real  chara&er.  I 
am  fony  this  lady  does  not  advert,  that  fhe  herfelf  contradicts  the 
affertion  -of  <his  being  obfbnately  defective  in  the  petite  morale*  in  the 
little  endearing  -charities  of  fecial  life  in  conferring  fmaller  favours;  for 
fhe  fays  \  c<  Dr.  Johnfon  was  liberal  enough  in  granting  literary  affiftance  to 
ethers*  I  think ;  and  innumerable  are  the  Prefaces,  Sermons,  Leffures,  and  De* 
dications  which  be  ujed  to  make  for  people  who  begged  of  him"  I  am  certain 
that  a  more  aSlive  friend  has  rarely  been  found  in  any  age.  This  work, 
which  I  fondly  hope  will  refcue  his  memory  from  obloquy,  contains  a 
thoufand  inftances  of  his  benevolent  exertions  in  almoft  every  way  that 
can  be  conceived*  and  particularly  in  employing  his  pen  with  a  generous 
readmefs  for  thofe  to  whom  its  aid  could  be  ufeful.  Indeed  his  obliging 
aftivity  in  doing  little  offices  of  kindnefs,  both  by  letters  and  perfonal  appli- 
cation, was  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  features  in  *  his  character ;  and  for 
the  truth  of  this  I  can  appeal  to  a  number  of  his  relpeftable  friends : 
Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Windham,  Mr.  Malone,  the  Bilhop  «f  Dromore,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Sir  Robert  Chambers.— And  can  Mrs.  Thrale  forget  the  advertifementa 
which  he  wrote  for  her  hufband  at  the  time  of  his  ek&ion  conteft ;  the 
epitaphs  on  him  and  her  mother  i  the  playful  and  even  trifling  verfes,  for 
the  amufement  of  her  -and  her  daughters;  his  correfponding  with  her 
children,  and  entering  into  their  minute  concerns,  which  (hews  him  in  the 
moft  amiable  light? 

3  ■"  Anecdotes,"  p.  51*  •  Bad.  p.  193. 

Y  y  y  a  She 
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*784*  She  relates 9,  that  Mr.  Ch— 1m — ley  unexpe&edly  rode  up  to  Mr.  Thrale's 
iEtau  75.  carriage,  in  which  Mr.  Thrale  and  fhe,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  were  travelling ; 
that  he  paid  them  all  his  proper  compliments,  but  ohferving  that  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  was  reading,  did  not  fee  him,  "  tapt  bitn  gently  m  tbe  Jboulder*  €  'Tis 
Mr.  Cb—4m — ley?  Jays  my  bujband.  €  Well,  Sir— and  what  if  if  is  Mr. 
Cb—4m—leyi  Jays  the  other ',  fierrdy,juft  lifting  bit eyes  a  moment  from  bis  book, 
and  returning  to  it  again,  witb  renewed  avidity"  This  furely  conveys  a 
notion  of  Johnibn,  as  if  he  had  been  grofily  rude  to  Mr.  Cholmondeley, 
a  gentleman  whom  he  always  loved  and  efteemed.  If,  therefore,  there 
was  an  abfblute  neceflity  for  mentioning  the  ftory  at  all,  it  might  have  been 
thought  that  her  tendernefs  for  Dr.  Johnfon's  charadter  would  have  difpofed 
her  to  ftate  any  thing  that  could  foften  it.  Why  then  is  there  a  total 
filence  as  to  what  Mr.  Cholmondeley  told  her?— -That  Johnibn,  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earlieft  years,  having  been  made  fenfible  of  what  had 
doubdefs  a  ftrange  appearance,  took  occafion,  when  he  afterwards  met  him, 
to  make,  a  very  courteous  and  kind  apology.  There  is  another  little  cir- 
cumftance  which  I  cannot  but  remark.  Her  book  was  publifhed  in  1785, 
fiie  had  then  in  her  poflefiion  a  letter  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  dated  in  1777  x, 
which  begins  thus :  "  Cholmondeley's  ftory  ihocks  me,  if  it  be  true,  which 
I  can  hardly  think,  for  I  am  utterly  unconfcious  of  it:  I  am  very 
forry,  and  very  much  alhamed."  Why  then  publifh  the  anecdote?  Or  if 
fhe  didr  why  not  add  the  circumftances,  with  which  fhe  was  well  ac- 
quainted ? 

In  his  focial  intercourfe  fhe  thus  defcribes  him1:  "  Ever  mujmg  till  be 
was  tailed  out  to  conver/e,  and  converging  till  the  fatigue  of  bis  friends,  or  tbe 
promptitude  of  bis  own,  temper  to  take  offence,  conjigned  him  back  again  to  Jilent 
meditation"  Yet  in  the  fame  book l  fhe  tells .  us,  u  He  was,  however, 
Jeldom  inclined  to  be  Jilent,  when  any  moral  or  literary  quefiion  was  Jtarttd; 
and  it  was  onjuch  occafions  (bat,  like  tbe  Sage  in  €  Rajfelas,'  bejpoke,  and 
attention  watched  his  lips  -,  be  reqfoned,  attd  cenviftion  clofed  bis  periods"  His 
converfation,  indeed,  was  fo  far  from  ever  fatiguing  his  friends,  that  they 
regretted  when  it  was  interrupted  or  ceafed,  and  could  exclaim  in  Milton'* 
language, 

"  With  thee  converting,  -I  forget  all  time." 

*  cr  Anecdotes,"  p.  258.  ■  "  Utters  to  Mrs.  Throfe,''  Vol.  JL  p.  it. 

*  «  Anecdotes,"  p.  23.  *  Ibid.  p.  302. 

*  I  certainly 
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I  certainly,  then,  do  not  claim  too  much  in  behalf  of  my  illuftrious  friend  *  784- 
in  faying,  that  however  fmart  and  entertaining  Mrs.  Thrale's  "  Anecdotes"  ^tatT^cl 
are,  they  muft  not  be  held  as  good  evidence  againft  him;  for  wherever  an 
inftance  of  harfhnefs  and  feverity  is  told,  I  beg  leave  to  doubt  its  perfed 
authenticity ;  for  though  there  may  have  been  fome  foundation  for  it,  yet, 
like,  that  of  his  reproof  to  the  cc  very  celebrated  lady,"  it  may  be  fo  exhibited 
in  the  narration  as  to  be  very  unlike  the  real  fad:* 

The  evident  tendency  of  the  following  anecdote4,  is  to  reprcfcnt  Dr» 
Johnfon  very  deficient  in  affedkion,  tendernefs,  or  even  common  civility* 
€C  When  I  one  day  lamented  the  lo/s  of  a  firft  coujin  killed  in  America—- 
c  Pr'ytbee,  my  dear,  (/aid  be,  J  have  done  with  canting ;  bow  would  the  world  be 
the  worfe  for  it,  I  may  ajk,  if  all  your  relations  were  at  once  /pitted  like  larks, 
and  roafted /or  Prefto' s /upper  ?' — Prefto  was  the  dog  that  lay  under  the  table 
while  we  talked"  I  fufpeft  this  too  of  exaggeration  and  diftertion.  I 
allow  that  he  made  her  an  angry  fpeech;  but  let  the  circumftances  fairly 
appear  as  told  by  Mr.  Baretti  who  was  prefent  1 

€€  Mrs.  Thrale,  while  fupping  very  heartily  upon  larks,  laid  down  her  knife 
and  fork,  and  abruptly  exclaimed,  '  O,  my  dear  Mr.  Johnfon,  do  you  know 
what  has  happened  ?  The  laft  letters  from  abroad  have  brought  us  an  account 
that  our. poor  coufin's  head  was  taken  off  by  a  cannon-ball/  Johnfon,  who 
was  fhocked  both  at  the  fait, .  and  her  light  unfeeling  manner  of  mention- 
ing it,  replied,  c  Madam,  it  would  give  you  very  litde  concern  if  all  your 
relations  were  fpitted  like  thofe  larks,  and  dreft  forPrefto's  flipper5." 

It  is  with  concern  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  animadvert  on  the  inaccuracies 
of  Mrs.  Piozzi's  u  Anecdotes,"  and  perhaps  I  may  be  thought  to  have  dwelt 
too  long  upon  her  little  collection.  But  as  from  Johnfon's  long  refidence 
under  Mr.  Thrale's  roof,  and  his  intimacy  with  her,  the  account  which  fhe  has 
given  of  him  may  have  made  an  unfavourable  and  unjuft  impreflion,  my 

4  ««  Anecdotes,"  p.  63. 

5  Upon  mentioning  this  to  my  friend  Mr.  Wilkes,  he,  with  his  ufiial  readinefs,  pleafantly 
matched  it  with  the  follow  ing  fentimental  anecdote.  He  was  invited  by  a  young  map  of  fafluon 
at  Paris,  to  fup  with  him  and  a  lady,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  his  miftrefs,  but  with 
whom  he  was  going  to  part.  He  faid  to  Mr.  Wilkes  that  he  really  felt  very  much  for  her, 
(he  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  and  that  he  meant  to  make  her  a  prefent  of  two  hundred  louis-d'ors, 
Mr.  Wilkes  obferved  the  behaviour  of  Mademoiselle,  who  fighed  indeed  very  piteouily,  and 
affumed  every  pathetic  k  air  of  grief;  but  eat  no  lefs  than  three  French  pigeons,  which  are  aa 
large  as  Englifh  partridges,  befides  other  things.  Mr.  Wilkw  whifpered  the  gentleman,  «*  We 
often  fay  in  England,  Excejfive  forrvw  is  exceeding  dry,  but  I  never  heard  Exctjfive  /arrow  is 
weeding  hungry*    Perhaps  one  hundred  will  do."    The  gentleman  took  the  hint* 

duty, 
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'784-     duty,  as  a  faithful  biographer,  has  obliged  me  reluftantly  to  perform  tWs 
«tat.  7j.  unpleafing  talk. 

'Having  left  the  pious  negotiation^  as  I  called  it,  in  the  beft  hands,  I  fhaH 
;here  infert  what  relates  to  it.  Johnfon  wrote  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  on 
July  6,  as  follows:  *<  I  am  going,  I  Jiope*  in  a  few  days,  to  try  the  air  of 
Berbyfliire,  but  hope  to  fee  you  before  I  go.  Let  me,  however,  mention  to 
you  what  I  have  much  at  heart.~If  the  Chancellor  fhould  continue  his 
attention  to  Mr.  Bofweirs  requeft,  and  confer  with  you  on  the  means  of 
relieving  my  languid  ftate,  I  am  very  defirous  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
alking  money  upon  falfe  pretences.  I  defire  you  to  reprefent  to  his  LortUhip, 
what,  as  foon  as  it  is  fuggefted,  he  will  perceive  to  be  reafonaWe.— That,  if  I 
grow  much  worfe,  I  fliall  be  afraid  to  leave  my  phyficians,  to  fiifler  the 
inconveniences  of  travel,  and  pine  4n  the  folitude  of  a  foreign  country.— 
That,  if  I*grow  much  better,  of  which  indeed  there  is  now  litde  appearance, 
I  fliall  not  wifh  to  leave  my  friends  and  my  donaeftick  ^comforts ;  for  i  do 
not  travel  for  pleafure  or  curiofity;  yet  if  I  fhould  recover,  curiofity  would 
icvive. — In  my  prefent  ftate,  I  am  defirous  to  make  a  ftruggle  for  a  little 
longer  life,  and  hope  to  obtain  fome  help  from  a  fofter  climate.  Do  for  me 
what  you  can/9  He  wrote  to  me  July  a6 :  "  I  wifh  your  affairs'  coykl  have 
permitted  a  longer  and  continued  exertion  of  your  zeal  and  kindnefc.  They 
that  have  your  kindnefs  may  want  your  .ardour.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  very 
feeble,  and  very  deje&ed." 

By  a  letter  from  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  I  was  informed,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  called  on  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  application  had 
not  been  fuccefsful;  but  that  his  Lordfhip,  after  ipeaking  highly  in  praife  of 
Johnfon,  as  a  man  who  was  an  honour  to  his  country,  defired  Sir  Jqflitft.  *P 
let  him  know,  that  on  granting  *  mortgage  of  his  penfion,  he  fhould  draw  on 
his  Lordfhip  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  hundred  pounds;  and  that  his 
Lordfhip  explained  the  meaning  of  the  mortgage  to  be,  that  he  wifhed  the 
bufmefs  to  be  .conduced  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould  appear 
to  be  under  the  ljeaft  poffible  obligation.  Sir  Jofhua  mentioned,  that  he  had 
by  the  fame  poft  communicated  all  this  to  Dx.  Johnfon. 

How  Johnfon  was  affe&ed  upon  'the  occafion  -will  appear  from  what  he 
wrote  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds-: 

Afhbourne,  Sept.  9.  «  Many  words  I  hope  are  not  neceflary  between 
you .  and  me,  to  convince  you  what  gratitude  is  excited  in  my  heart  by  the 
Chancellor's  liberality,  and  your  kind  offices.    ****** 

« I  have 
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u  I  have  enclofed  a  letter,  to  the  Chancellor,  which,  when  you  have  read  it,      1784, 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  fcal  with  a  head,  or  any  other  general  feal,  and  convey-  jg^'m'f 
it  to  him:  had  I  fent  it  direftly  to  him,,  I  lhould  have  feemedto  overlook 
the  favour  of  your  intervention/* 

To  the  Lord  High   Chancellor6; 

"My  Lord,, 

**-  A  f  te  r  a  long  and  not  inattentive  obfervation  of  mankind,  the? 
generofity  of  your  Lordfhip's  offer  raifes  in  me  nor  lefs  wonder  than  gratitude* 
Bounty,,  fo  liberally  beftowed,  I  fhould  gladly  receive,  if  my  condition 
made  it  neceflary ;  for,  to  fuch  a  mind,  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own 
his  obligations?  But  it  has  pleaied  God  to  reftore  me  to  fo  great  a 
meafure  of  health,  that  if  I  lhould  now  appropriate  fo  much  of  a  fortune 
deftined  to  do  good,  I  could  not  elcape  from  myfelf  the  charge  of  advancing 
a  falfe  claim;  My  journey  to  the  continent,  though  I  once  thought  it 
neceflary,  was  never  much  encouraged*  by  my  phyficians$  and  I  was  very 
defirous  that  your  Lordfhip  lhould  be  told  of  it  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  as 
an  event  very  uncertain ;  for  if  I  grew  much  better,  I  lhould  not  be  willing, 
if  much  worfe,  not  able,  to  migrate.— -Your  Lordlhip  was  firft  fblicited 
without  my  knowledge;  but,  when  I  was  told,  that  you  were  pleafed  to 
honour  me  with  your,  patronage, .  I  did  not  expeft  to  hear  of  a  refufal;  yet, 
as  I  have  had  no  long  time  to  brood J  hope,  and  have  not  rioted  in  imaginary 
opulence,  this  cold  reception  has  been  fcarce  a  difappointment;  and,  from 
your  Lordlhip's  kindneis,  I  have  received  a  benefit,  which  only  men  like 
you  are  able  to  bellow.  I  fhall  now  live  mibi  carior,  with  a  higher  opinion 
of  tny,  own.  merit.     I  am,  my  Lord, . 

c*  Your  Lordlhip's  moft  obliged, . 

"  Moft  grateful,  .and  moft  humble  fervant^ 
•«  Sept.  13*4.  Sam.  Johnson-. 

Upon  this  unexpected  faflure  I  abftain  from  prefummg  to  make  any  remarks* 
or  offer  any  conje&ures. 

•  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  on  account  of  the  excellence  both  of  the  fentiment  and  expreffion  of 
this  letter,  took  a  copy'  of  it,  which  he  (hewed  to  forae  of  his  friends;  one  of  whoa,  who 
admixed  it,  being. allowed  to  perufc  it  leifurety  at  home  a  copy  was  made,  and  found  its  way 
into  the  news-papers  and  magazines*  It  was  tranferibed  -with  fome  inaccuracies.  I  print  it 
from  the  original  draft  in  Jphnfan's  owa  hand- writing. 

4  Having.: 
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Having  after  repeated  reafanings,  brought  Dr.  Johnfon  to  agree  to  my 
removing  to  London,  and  even  to  furnilh  me  with  arguments  in  favour  of 
what  he  had  oppofedj  I  wrote  to  him  fequefting  he  would  write  them  for  me; 
he  was  fo  good  as  to  comply,  and  I  fliall  extratt  that  part  of  hfe  letter  to  me 
of  June  ii,  as  a  proof  how  well  he  could  exhibit  a  cautious  yet  encouraging 
view  of  it: 

"  I  remember,  and  intreat  you  to  remember,  that  virtus  eft  vitium  fugere ; 
the  firft  approach  to  riches  is  fecurity  from  poverty.  The  condition  upon 
which  you  have  my  confent  to  fettle  in  London  is,  that  your  expence  never 
exceeds  your  annual  income.  Fixing  this  bafis  of  fecurity,  you  cannot  be 
hurt,  and  you  may  be  very  much  advanced.  The  lofs  of  your  Scottifh 
bufinefs,  which  is  all  that  you  can  lofe,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  any  equivalent 
to  the  hopes  and  poflibilities  that  open  here  upon  you.  If  you  fucceed,  the 
queftion  of  prudence  is  at  an  end ;  every  body  will  think  that  done  right  which 
ends  happily ;  and  though  your  expeditions,  of  which  I  would  not  advife  you 
to  talk  too  much,  fhould  not  be  totally  anfwered,  you  can  hardly  fail  to  get 
friends  who  will  do  for  you  all  that  your  prefent  fituation  allows  you  to  hope: 
and  if,  after  a  few  years,  you  fhould  return  to  Scotland,  yon  will  return  with 
a  mind  fupplied  by  various  converfation,  and  many  opportunities  of  enquiry, 
with  much  knowledge  and  materials  for  reflc&ion  and  inftra&ion." 
.  Let  us  now  contemplate  Johnfon  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
ftill  retaining  for  her  all  the  tendernefs  of  afie&ion. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bagshaw,  at  Bromley. 
u  Sir, 

cc  Pe.rhaps  you   may  remember,    that  in  the   year   1753,    you 
committed  to  the  ground  my  dear  wife.     I  now  entreat  your  permiflion  to 
lay  a  ftone  upon  her  $  and  have  fent  the  infeription,  that,  if  you  find  it  proper," 
you  may  fignify  your  allowance. 

cc  You  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by  fhowing  the  place  where  fhe  lies, 
that  the  ftone  may  proteft  her  remains. 

u  Mr,  Ryland  will  wait  on  you  for  the  infeription 7,  and  procure  it  to  be 
engraved.  You  will  eafily  believe  that  I  fhrink  from  this  mournful  office. 
When  it  is  done,  if  I  have  ftrength  remaining,  I  will  vifit  Bromley  once  again, 
*nd  pay  you  part  of  the  refpedt  to  which  you  have  a  right  from,  Reverend  Sir, 

cc  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
"  July  12, 1784.  .  Sam.  Johnson/* 

7  Printed  in  bis  Works. 

On 
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On  the  fame  day  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Langton:  "  I  cannot  but  think  that  in  1784- 
my  languid  and  anxious  date,  I  have  fome  reafon  to  complain  that  I  receive  ^JfTc! 
from  you  neither  enquiry  nor  confolation.  You  know  how  much  I  value  your 
fiiendlhip,  and  with  what  confidence  I  expeft  your  kindnefs,  if  I  wanted  any 
aft  of  tendernefs  that  you  could  perform ;  at  lead,  if  you  do  not  know  it,  I 
think  your  ignorance  is  your  own  fault.  Yet  how  long  is  it  that  I  have  lived 
almoft  in  your  neighbourhood  without  the  lead  notice. — I  do  not,  however, 
confider  this  neglcd  as  particularly  fhown  to  me  j  I  hear  two  of  your  moft 
valuable  friends  make  the  fame  complaint.  But  why  are  all  thus  overlooked  ? 
You  are  not  opprcfled  by  ficknefs,  you  are  not  didradted  by  bufinefs ;  if  you 
are  fick,  you  are  fick  of  leifure :— And  allow  yourfelf  to  be  told,  that  no  difeafe 
is  more  to  be  dreaded  or  avoided.  Rather  to  do  nothing  than  to  do  good, 
is  the  lowed  date  of  a  degraded  mind.     Boileau  (ays  to  his 'pupil, 

*  £%ue  Us  vers  nc  Joim  fas  votre  etcrnel  emploi, 

*  Cultivez  vos  amis.9    ■ 

That  voluntary  debility,  which  modern  language  is  content  to  term  indolence, 
will,  i£  it  is  not  counteracted  by  refolution,  render  in  time  the  ftrongeft 
faculties  lifelefs,  and  turn  the  flame  to  the  fmoke  of  virtue.— I  do  not  cxpett 
nor  defire  to  fee  you,  beciufe  I  am  much  pleafed  to  find  that  your  mother  days 
fo  long  with  you,  and  I  fhould  think  you  neither  elegant  nor  grateful,  if  you 
did  not  dudy  her  gratification.  You  will  pay  my  relpe&s  to  both  the  ladies, 
and  to  all  the  young  people.— -I  am  going  Northward  for  a  while,  to  try  what 
help  the  country  can  give  me;  but,  if  you  will  write,  the  letter  will  come 
after  me." 

Next  day  he  fet  out  on  a  jaunt  to  StafFordfhire  and  Derbyfliire,  flattering 
himfelf  that  he  might  be  in  fome  degree  relieved. 

During  his  abfence  from  London  he  kept  up  a  correlpondence  with  feveral 
of  his  friends,  from  which  I  fhall  feled  what  appears  to  me  proper  for 
publication,  without  attending  nicely  to  chronological  order. 

To  Dr.  Brocklesby,  he  writes,  Afhbourne,  July  ao.  cc  The  kind  attention 
which  you  have  fo  long  fhewn  to  my  health  and  happinefs,  makes  it  as 
much  a  debt  of  gratitude  as  a  call  of  intcred,  to  give  you  an  account  of  what 
befals  me,  when  accident  recovers  me  from  your  immediate  care.< — The 
journey  of  the  fird  day  was  performed  with  very  litde  fenfe  of  fatigue ;  die 
fecond  day  brought  me  to  Lichfield,  without  much  laflltude,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  I  could  not  have  borne  fuch  violent  agitation  for  many  days  together. 

Vol.  IL  Z  2  z  Tell 
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Tell  Dr.  Hebeiden,  that  in  the  coach  I  read  <  Ciceronianus,'  which  I  concluded 
as  I  entered  Lichfield.  My  affe&ion  and  underftanding  vent  along  with 
Erafmus,  except  that  once  or  twke  he  fomewhat  unfkilfuHy  entangles  Cicero's 
civil  or  moral,  with  his  rhetorical  cfaara&er.— -1  ftaid  five  days  at  Lichfield, 
but,  being  unable  to  walk*  had  no  great  plcafure;  and  yefterday  (19th)  I  came 
hkher,  where  I  -am  to  try  what  air  and  attention  can  perforrn.-~Of  any 
improvement  in  my  health  I  cannot  yet  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  perception. 
+  *  +  *  *  *aM^,The  afthma  has  00  abatement.  Opiates  ftop  the  fit>  fix  as  that 
I  can  fit  and  fixnetimes  lie  eafy>  but  they  do  not  now  procure  me  the  power 
of  motion  *  and  I  am  afraid  that  my  general  ftrength  of  body  does  not 
encreafe.  The  weather  indeed  is  not  benign;  but  how  low  is  he  funk,  whofc 
ftrength  depends  upon  the  weather  !— I  am  now  looking  into  Floyer,  who 
lived  with  lus  afthma  to  almoft  his  ninetieth  year.  His  book  by  w%nt  q£ 
order  is  obfcure,  and  his  afthma,  I  think,  not  of  the  fame  kind  with  mine 
Something  however  I  may  perhaps  learn.«~My  appetite  (till  continues  keen 
enough;  and  what  I  confider  as  a  fymptom  of  radical  health,  I  have  a 
voracious  delight  in  raw  fummer  fruit,  of  which  I  was  lefs  eager  a  few  years 
ago.— You  will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  this  account  to  Dr.  Hcbcnden, 
and  if  any  thing  is  to  be  done,  let  me  have  your  joint  opinion. — Now— ubite 
cur* — let  me  enquire  after  the  Club  V 

July  31.  "  Not  recollefting  that  Dr.  Hcberdcn  might  be  at  Wincjfojy 
I  thought  your  letter  lqng  in  coming.  But,  you  know,  nocitura  ptunturj  the 
letter  which  I  fo  much  defired,  tells  me  that  I  have  loft  one  of  my  beft  and 
tendereft  friends9.  My  comfort  is,  that  he  appeared  to  live  like  a  man  (hat 
had  always  before  his  eyes  the  fragility  of  our  prefent  exiftence,  and  was 
therefore,  I  hope,  not  unprepared  to  meet  his  judge.— Yopr  attention,  dear 
Sir,  and  that  of  Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  health  is  extremely  kind.  \  ap)  lo& 
jo  think  that  I  grow  worfe;  and  cannot  fairly  prove  even  to  my  own  par- 
tiality,  tftat  I  grow  much  better." 

Auguft  5.  "  I  return  you  thanks,  dear  Sir,  for  your  unwearied  attention, 
both  medicinal  and  friendly,  and  hope  to  prove  the  effeft  of  your  care  by 
tying  to  acknowledge  it/1 

Auguft  ia.  "  Pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  have  me  in  your  thoughts,  and 
mention  my  cafe  to  others  as^ou  have  opportunity.  I  feern  to  myfelf  neither 
to  gain  nor  lofe  ftrength.    I  have  lately  tried  milk,  but  have  yet  found  no 

•AtthftE&xHad,  EOtx-facet*.  •  Mb.  ABen*  the  printer. 

a  advantage, 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

advantage,  and  am  afraid  of  it  merely  as  a  liquid.  My  appetite  is  Ml  good* 
which  I  know  is  dear  Dr.  Hcherden's  criterion  of  the  vis  vft*.«-*Aa  we  cannot 
now  fee  each  other,  do  not  omit  to  write,  for  you  cannot  think  with  what 
warmth  of  expectation  I  reckon  the  hours  of  a  poft-clay." 

Auguft  14.  *  I  have  hitherto  :fent  you  only  melancholy  letters,  you  will 
be  glad  to  hear  fomc  better  account.  Yefterday  the  afthma  remitted,  per* 
ceptibly  remitted,  and  I  moved  with  more  cafe  than  1  have  enjoyed  for 
many  weeks.  May  God  continue  his  mercy.— This  account  I  would  not 
delay,  becaufe  I  am  not  a  lover  of  cotriploints,  or  complainers,  and  yet 
I  have  fince  we  parted,  uttered  nothing  till  now  but  terrour  and  forrow. 
Write  to  me,  dear  Sir." 

Auguft  l6.  "Better  I  hope,  and  better.  My  refpiration  gets  more  and 
more  eafe  and  liberty*  I  went  to  church  yefterday,  after  a  very  liberal  dinner, 
without  any  inconvenience;  it  is  indeed  no  long  iwalk,  ibutl  never  walked  k 
without  difficulty,  Xuice  1  came,  before.  *  *  *  *  *  *  the  intdnlion  wrt-e&ly 
to  oveipower die  fecming  visinertie of  thepeftoral and  pulmonary  mufctas*— 
I  am  favoured  with  -a  degree  of  cafe  that  very  mudi  delights  tnt,  tnd.do 
not  defpair  of  another  nee  upon  the  flairs  «f  the  Academy.~-df  i  were* 
however,  jof  alhumour  tofee,  or  to  Aow  die  ftatfe  of  my Ibody,  on  the  dark 
Ikje,  1  .might  lay, 

*  Quid  te  4*e*fpta  juvat  Jprds  dc  pluribus  w*? 

The  nights  are  ftill  fleeplefs,  and  the  water  rifes,  though  it  does  not  rife 
very  'feft.  "Let  us,  however,  rejoice  in  all  the  good  that  we  have.  The 
remiffion  of  one  difeafe  will  enable  nature  to  combat  die  reft-— The  fquills 
I  have  not  ncglefted  *  for' I  have  taken  more  than  a  hundred  drops  a  day, 
and  Qiie  day  took  two  hundred  and  'fifty,  which,  according  to  the  popular 
equivalence  of  a  drop  to  a  grain,  is  more  than 'half  an  ounce  .—I.  tfiank  you; 
dear  Sir,  for  your  attention  in  oitiering  the  medicines ;  youf  attention  to  me 
has  never  foiled.  If  the  virtue  of  medicines  could  be  enforced  by  the 
benevolence  of  the  prefcriber,  how  fixm  fhould  I'fee  will." 

Auguft  19.  €€  The  relaxation  of  the  afthma  (till  continues,  yet  I  do  not' 
truft  it  wholly  to  itfelf,  but  foothe  it  now  and  then  with  an  opiate.  I  not 
only  perform  the  perpetual  aft  of  reipiration  widi  lefs  labour,  but  I  can  walk? 
with  fewer  intervals  of  reft,  and  with  greater  freedom  of  morion. — I  never 
thought  well  of  Dr.  James's  compounded  medicines ;  his  ingredients  appeared 
to  me  fometimes  inefficacious  and  trifling,  and  fometimes  heterogeneous 'a  Ad 

Z  z  z  2  deftru&ive 
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deftru&ive  of  each  other.  This  prdcription  exhibits  a  compofitioq  of  about 
three  hundred  and  thirty  grains,  in  which  there  are  four  grains  of  emetick 
tartar,  and  fix  drops  thebafck  tinfture.  He  that  writes  thus,  furely  writes 
for  fhow.  The  bafis  of  his  medicine  is  the  gum  ammohiacum,  which  dear 
Dr.  Lawrence  ufed  to  give,  but  of  which  I  never  faw  any.  eflfeft.  We  will, 
if  you  pleafe,  let  this  medicine  alone.  .  The  (quills  have  every  fuffrage,  and 
in  the'»lquUls  we  will  reft  for  the  prefent."   - 

Auguft  21.  "  The  kindnefc  which  you  fhow  by  having  me  in  your 
thoughts  upon  all  occafions,  will,  I  hope,  always  fill  my  heart  with  gratitude* 
Be  pleafed  to  return  my  thanks  to  Sir  George  Baker,  for  the  confideration 
which  he  has  bellowed  upon  me*— -Is  this  the  balloon  that  has  been  lb 
Jong  expedted,  this  balloon  to .  which  I  fubferibed,  but  without  payment  ? 
It  is  pity  that  philofbphers  have  been  difappointed,  and  fhame  that  they 
have  been  cheated  i  but  I  know  not  well  how  to  prevent  either.  Of  this 
experiment  I  have  read  nothing;  where  was  it  exhibited?  and  who  was 
the  man  that  ran  away  with  fo  much  money  ?— Continue,  dear  Sir,  to  write 
often  and  more  at  a  time ;  for  none  of  your  prefcriptions  operate  to  their 
proper  ufes  more  certainly  than  your  letters  operate  as  cordials/9 

Auguft  26. .  "  I  fuffered  you  to  efcape  laft  poft  without  a  letter,  but  you 
are  not  to  expeft  fuch  indulgence  very  often,  for  I  write  not  fo  much  becaufe 
I  have  any  thing  to  fay,  as  becaufe  I  hope  for  an  anfwer ;  and  the  vacancy 
of  my  life  here  makes  a  letter  of  great  value,— I  have  here  litde  company 
and  little  amufement,  and  thus  abandoned  to  the  contemplation  of  my  own 
miferies,  I  am  fbmetimes  gloomy  and  deprefled  -,  this  too  I  refift  as  I  can, 
and  find  opium,  I  think,  ufeful,  but  I  feldom  take  more  than  one  grain.-— 
Is  not  this  ftrange  weather?  Winter  abforbed  the  fpring,  and  now  autumn 
is  come  before  we  have  had  iummer.  But  let  not  our  kindnefs  for  each 
other  imitate  the  inconftancy  of  the  feafons." 

Sept.  2.  cc  Mr.  Windham  has  been  here  to  fee  me>  he  came,  I  think, 
forty  miles  out  of  his  way,  and  ftaid  about  a  day  and  a  half,  perhaps  I  make 
the  time  fhorter  than  it  was.  Such  converfation  I  fhall  not  have  again  till  I 
come  back  to  the  regions  of  literature,  and  there  Windham  is,  inter  ftellas  \ 
Luna  minores"  He  then  mentions  the  effe&s  of  certain  medicines,  as  taken, 
that  "  Nature  is  recovering  its  original  powers,  and  the  fuudtions  returning 

1  It  is  remarkable  that  fo  good  a  Latin  fcholar  as  Johnfon,  fhould  hav*  been  fo  inattentive 
Co  the  metre,  as  by  miftake  to  have  written  j?e Has  inftead  of  ignes. 

to 
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to  their  proper  ftate.  God  continue  his  mercies,  and  grant  me  to  ufc  them 
rightly." 

Sept.  9.  €t  Do  you  know  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Devonfksre  ?  And 
have  you  ever  feen  Chatfworth  ?  I  was  at  Chatfworth  on  Monday :  I  had 
indeed  feen  it  before,  but  never  when  its  owners  were  at  home  5  I  was  very 
kindly  received,  and  honeftly  prefied  to  ftay,  but  I  told  them  that  a  lick  man 
is  not  a  fit  inmate  of  a  great  houfe.     But  I  hope  to  go  again  fome  time."  . 

Sept.  ii.  "  I  think  nothing  grows  worfe,  but  all  rather  better,  except 
fleep,  and  that  of  late  has  been  at  its  old  pranks.  Laft  evening,  I  felt  what 
I  bad  not  known  for  a  long  time,  an  inclination  to  walk  for  amufement  > 
I  took  a  fliort  walk,  and  came  back  again  neither  breathlefs  nor  fatigued.—* 
This  has  been  a  gloomy,  frigid,  ungenial  lummer>  but  of  late  it  feems  to 
mend;  I  hear  the  heat  fometimes  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  feel  it> 

c  Prat  area  minimus  gelido  jam  in  corpore  Janguis 
1  Fcfre  caUtJold:—— 

I  hope,  however,  with  good  help,  to  find  means  of  fupporting  a  winter  at 
home,  and  to  hear  and  tell  at  the  Club  what  is  doing,  and  what  ought  to  be 
doing  in  the  world.  I  have  no  company  here,  and  (hall  naturally  come  home 
hungry  for  converfation.— To  wifti  you,  dear  Sir,  more  leifure  would  not  be 
kind ;  but  what  leifure  you  have,  you  muft  beftow  upon  me."' 

Sept.  1 6.  "I  have  now  let  you  alone  for  a  long  time,  having  indeed  little 
to  fay.  You  charge  me  fomewhat  unjuftly  with  luxury.  At  Chatfworth,  you 
ihould  remember,  that  I  have  eaten  but  once  >  and  the  Do&or,  with  whom 
I  live,  follows  a  milk  diet.  I  grow  no  fatter,  though  my  ftomach,  if  it  be 
not  difturbed  by  phylick,  never  fails  me.— I  now  grow  weary  of  fblitude,  and 
think  of  removing  next  week  to  Lichfield,  a  place  of  more  fociety,  but 
otherwife  of  lefs  convenience.  When  I  am  fettled,  I  (hall  write  again.— r 
Of  the  hot  weather  that  you  mention,  we  have  had  in  Derbyfhire  very  much> 
and  for  myfelf  I  feldom  feel  heat,  and  fuppofe  that  my  frigidity  is  the  effect 
of  my  diftemper,  a  fuppofition  which  naturally  leads  me  to  hope  that  a  hotter 
climate  may  be  ufeful.     But  I  hope  to  ftand  another  Englifh  winter." 

Lichfield,  Sept.  29*  "  On  one  day  I  had  three  letters  about  the  air- 
balloon  :  yours  was  far  the  belt,  and  has  enabled  me  to  impart  to  my  friends 
in  the  country  an  idea  of  this  ipecies  of  amufement.  In  amufement,  mere 
amufement,  I  am  afraid  it  muft  end,  for  I  do  not  find  that  its  courfe  can  be 
directed  fo  as  that  it  ihould  ferve  any  purpofes  of  communication  *  and  it  can 
4  give 
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give  no  new  intelligence  of  the  ftate  of  the  air  at  different  heights*  till  A^y 
have  afcended  above  the  height  of  mountains,  which  they  feem  never  likbtyr 
to  4o.~I  came  hither  on  the  17  th.  £fow  long  I  ft&ll  ftay,  1  have  not  deter- 
httoei.  My  dropfy  is  gone,  dnd  my  afthfna  much  remitted,  but  I  have  fek 
myfelf  a  iittle  declining  thefe  two  days,  or  at  leaft  to^ddy 5  -but  fucfi  vidffitutfes 
moft  be  expe&ed.  One  day  may  be  worfe  than  another ;  but  this  laft  month 
is  far  better  thah  the  former ;  if  the  next  fhoukl  be  as  much  better  than  this, 
I  Aid!  run  abtait  the  toNwi  on  my  own  legs." 

O6tober  6.  *'  The  fate  of  the  balloon  I  do  not  much  temectt  to  make 
hew  balloons  «is  to  repeat  the  jeft  again.  We  now  know  a  method  of  mount- 
ing into  the  air*  and,  I  think,  are  not  likely  to  know  moire.  The  vehicles 
can  ferve  no  trie  till  "we  can  guide  them ;  and  they  can  gratify  no  curiofity  till 
we  mount  tfith  them  to  grater  heights  than  we  can  reach  without,  till  we 
rife  above  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountains,  which  we  have  yet  not  done* 
We  know  the  ftate  6f  the  air  in  all  its  -regions,  to  the  top  of  iTeneriffe,  and 
therefore  learn  nothing  from  thofe  who  navigate  a  balloon  <Jbtfow  the  clouds. 
The  firft  experiment,,  however,  was  bold,  and  defcrved  applaufc  and  reward. 
But  fince  it  has  been 'performed,  ancl  its  eveht  is  known,  I  had  father  now  fliid 
a  medicine  that  can  eafe  an  afthma. 

October  2  c.  "  You  write  to  mCwith  a  zeal  that  animates,  ahd  a  tender- 
nefs  that  melts  me.  I  am  not  afraid  either  of  a  journey"  to  London,  or  a 
refidencein  it.  I  came  down  with  little  fatigue,  and  am  how  hot  weaker. 
In  the  fmoky  atmblphere  I  was  delivered  from  the  dropfy,  Which  I  confider 
as  the  original  and  radical  difeafe.  The  town  is  my  element"*;  there  are  my 
friends,  there  are  my  books,  to  which  I  haVe  not  yet  bidden  farewell,  and 
there  arc  my  amufements.  Sir  Jofhua  told  me  long  ago,  that  my  vocation 
was  to  piiblick  life,  and  I  hdpe'ftiUto  keep  my  ftation,  till  God  fhall  bid  me 
Go  i*.  peace" 

To  Mr.  Hoot?.  Aihbourue,  Aug.  7. '«  Shicte  I  Was  here,  'I  hstrt  two 
litde  letters  from  you,  and  have  not  had  the  gratitude  to  write.  But  eveiy 
man  is  mod' free  with  his  beft  friends,  becaufe  he  does  not  fuppofe  that  dtey 
can  fulpcft  him  of  intentional  incivility. — One  reafon  for  my  omiffion  is,  that 

*  His'  love  of  London  continually  appears.  Once  upon  reading  that  fine  in  the  curiam  epitaph 
Quoted  in  the  "  Spectator/* 


u 


Bom  in  NewiBngfarid,  did  in  London  die;*' 


fie  UugMdanrfjrfd.  «  Fdo'nbt  Vodder  It  this.    lr*6uti  hive  been 'ftrange,  if  bom  toLoddon, 
*e  Ud  Sit  in  K^lMgluiL'* 

being 
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being  b  a  place  to  which  you  are  wholly  a  ftranger,  I  Ijave  00  topicks  of  17*4* 
correspondence.  If  you  had  any  knowledge  of  A(hbeurne>  I  could  tell  you  ^f^ 
of  twp  Afliboume  men,  who,  being  hft  week  condemned  at  Derby,  to  be 
hanged  for  a  robbery,  went  ?nd  hanged  themfclves  in  their  c$lL  But  this, 
however  it  may  fupply  us  with  talk,  is  nothing  to  you.— Your  kiadpgfc,  I 
know,  would  make  you  glad  to  hear  ibiyie  good  of  me,  but  I  have  not- much 
good  to  tel}  i  if  I  grow  not  worfe,  it  is  all  that  I  can  fay. — I  hope  Mrs. 
Hoole  receives  more  help  from  her  migration.  Make  her  my  complipaentfi, 
and  write  again  to,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  fervant." 

Aug.  13.    "I  thank  you  for  your  affedjonat*  letter.    I  hope  we  Jhall  both 
be  the  better  for  each  other's  friendthip*  and  I  hope  we  fhall  not  very  quickly 
be  parted.— Tell  Mr.  Nichols,  that  I  (hall  be  glad  of  his  correfpondenc*,, 
when  his  bufincfe  allows  him  a  litde  remiffion ;  though  to  wifh  him  lefs  bufi- 
nefs,  that  I  may  have  more  pkafure,  would  be  too  felfifb.— To  pay  for  ieats 
at  the  balloon  is  not  very  necefiary*  becaufe,  in  leis  than  a  minutc>,  they  who* 
gaze  at  a  mile's  diftancc  will  fee  all  that  can  be  feen..  About  the  wings,.  I  am 
of  your  mind *   they  cannot  at  all  affift  it,,  nor  I  think  regulate  its  motion.— 
1  am  now  grown  (omewhat  eafier  in  my  body,  but  my  mind  is  ioraetimes 
deprefled.— About  the  Club,.  I  ao*  in  no  great  paiq»    The  forfeitures  go  on», 
and  the  houfe,  I  hear>  is improved  for  our  future  ipcctuigs..   I  hope  we  fhalL 
aaeef  often,  and  fit  long/9 

Sept.  4.  "  Your  leaser  was*  indeed,  long  ia  c&nng>  but  it  w^  very 
welcpme.  Our  acquaintance  has  now  fubfifted  long,  and  our  pecollelHott  of 
each  other  involves  a  great  fpace,  and  naany  little  occurrences^  which  melt 
she  thoughts  to  tendernefi.  Write  to  me,  fhereforp,  as  frequently  as  you 
can*— I  hear  from  Dr.  Brocklefby  and  Mr.  Ryland,  that  die  Club  is  not 
erouded.     I  hope  we  fhall  enliven  it  when  wetter  brings  us  together." 

To  Diu  Burney.    Auguft  2.     '<  The  weather,  you  know,  has  not  tpen- 
balmy  i  I  am  now  reduced  to  diink>  and  am  «t  laft  coptent  to  talk  of  the 
*eeattav    Pride  muft  have  a  fall1, — I  have  loft  dear  MnAJkn,,  and. wherever. 
J  turn, the  dead  or  the  dying  meet  my  notice,  and  force  niy  attention  upon  mifqy 


*  There  was  no  information  for  which  Dr»  Johnfon  was  left  grateful  than  for  tjiat  which 
concerned  the  weather.  It  was  in  alMon  to  his  impatience  with  thofe  who  were  redueed  f» 
keep  conversation  ahve  by  obfervations  on  the  weather*  that  he  applied  the  old  proverb  to  himielf* 
if  any  one  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  told  him  it  was  hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry,  windy  or  calm, 
he  would  flop  them,  by  faying,  "  Pohl  ppfel  yon  .are  teUng  u*  fat  of  wfcicfc  none  but  JHfn 
in  a  mine  as  a  dungeon  can  be  ignorant.  Let  as  bear  with  patience,  or  enjoy  if.  quiet, 
eiementaiy  changes,  whether  for  the  better  or  the  woife?  as  they  are  Mjycr  fecren).";  Bu*HByr 

-and 
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and  mortality.  Mrs.  Burney's  efcape  from  fo  much  danger,  and  her  cafe  after 
fo  much  pain,  throws,  however,  fome  radiance  of  hope  upon  the  gloomy 
profpe&.  May  her  recovery  be  perfeft,  and  her  continuance  long.— I  ftruggle 
hard  for  life.  1  take  phyfick,  and  take  air;  my  friend's  chariot  is  always 
ready.  We  have  run  this  morning  twenty-four  miles,  and  could  run  forty- 
eight  more.     But  who  can  run  the  race  with  death  V* 

Sept.  4.  {Concerning  a  private  tranfa&ion,  in  which  his  opinion  was 
aiked,  and  after  giving  it  he  makes  the  following  reflexions,  which  are 
applicable  on  other  occafions.]  €<  Nothing  deferves  more  companion  than 
wrong  conduct  with  good  meaning ;  than  lofs  or  obloquy  fufiered  by  one 
who,  as  he  is  confeious  only  of  good  intentions,  wonders  why  he  lofes  that 
kindnefs  which  he  wifhes  to  preferve ;  and  not  knowing  his  own  fault,  if,  as 
-may  fometimes  happen,  nobody  will  tell  him,  goes  on  to  offend  by  his 
endeavours  to  pleafe. — I  am  delighted  by  finding  that  our  opinions  are  the 
dame.— You  will  do  me  a  real  kindnefs  by  continuing  to  write.  A  poft-day 
has  <now  been  long  a  day  of  recreation/9 

Nov.  x*  "  Our  correlpondence  paufed  for  want  of  topicks.  I  had  (aid 
what  I  had  to  fay  on  the  matter  propofed  to  my  confideration ;  and  nothing 
remained  but  to  tell  you,  that  I  waked  or  flept  *  that  I  was  more  or  lefs  fick. 
.  I  drew  my  thoughts  in  upon  myfelf,  and  fuppofed  yours  employed  upon  your 
,book.— That  your  book  has  been  delayed  I  am  glad,  fince  you  have  gained 
an  opportunity  of  being  more  exa6t— Of  the  caution  neccflary  in  adjusting 
narratives  there  is  no  end.  Some  tell  what  they  do  not  know,  that  they  may 
not  feem  ignorant,  and  others  from  mere  indifference  about  truth.  All  truth 
is  not,  indeed,  of  equal  importance  *  but,  if  little  violations  are  allowed, 
«reiy  violation  will  in  time  be  thought  little ;  and  a  writer  fhoukl  keep  him- 
felf  vigilantly  on  his  guard  againft  the  firft  temptations  to  negligence  or 
fupineneis.T— I  ha^  eeafcd  .to  write,  becaufe  reipedting  you  I  had  no  more  to 
4ay,  and  refpe&ing  myfelf  could  fay  little  good.  I  cannot  boaft  of  advance- 
jnent,  and  .in. cafes  of  convalefcence  it  may  be  laid,  with  few  exceptions,  n*n 
frogredi,  eft  regredi.  I  hope  I  maybe  excepted--n-My  great  difficulty  was  with 
my  fweet  Fanny,  who,  by  tier  artifice  of  inferting  her  letter  in  yours,  had 
given  me  a  precept  of  frugality  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  negle&j  and  I 
Jknow  not  who  were  in  town  ,woder  whofe  coyer  I  coyld  fend  my  letter.  J 
jrejoice  to  hear  that  ypu  are  all  fo  well,  and  £aye  a  delight  particularly  fym* 
patherick  in  the  recovery  <rf  Mrs.  Burney.*' 

To  Mr.  Lanoton,  Aug.  15.    "  The  kindnefs  of  your  laft  letter,  and  my 
4)miflion  to  anfwerit,  begins  to  give  you,  eyen  in  my  opinion,  a  right  to 

recriminate, 


THE     LIFE     OF     DR.    JOHNSON.  545 

recriminate,  and  to  charge  me  with  forgetfulnefs  of  the  abfent.  I  will  there-  1784. 
fore  delay  no  longer  to  give  an  account  of  myfelf,  and  wifh  I  could  relate  ^^  ~' 
what  would  pleafe  either  myfelf  or  my  friend,— On  July  13,  I  left  London, 
partly  in  hope  of  help  from  new  air  and  change  of  place,  and  partly  excited 
by  the  fick  man's  impatience  of  the  prefent.  I  got  to  Lichfield  in  a  ftage 
vehicle,  with  very  little  fatigue,  in  two  days,  and  had  the  confolation  to  find, 
that  fipce  my  laft  vilit  my  three  old  acquaintance  are  all  dead.— July  20, 1  went  » 
to  Afhbourne,  where  I  have  been  till  now;  the  houfe  in  which  we  live  is  repair- 
ing. I  live  in  too  much  folitude,  and  am  often  deeply  dejefted :  I  wifli  we 
were  nearer,  and  rejoice  in  your  removal  to  London.  A  friend,  at  once 
cheerful  and  ferious,  is  a  great  acquisition.  Let  us  not  negleft  one  another 
for  the  little  time  which  Providence  allows  us  to  hope.— Of  my  health  I  can- 
not tell  you,  what  my  wilhes  perfuaded  me  to  expeft,  that  it  is  much  improved 
by  the  feafon  or  by  remedies.  I  am  fleeplefs  j  my  legs  grow  weary  with  a 
very  few  fteps,  and  the  water  breaks  its  boundaries  in  fome  degree.  The 
afthma,  however,  has  remitted ;  my  breath  is  ftill  much  obftrudted,  but  is 
more  free  than  it  was.  Nights  of  watchfulnefs  produce  torpid  days;  I  read 
very  little,  though  I  am  alone  ;  for  I  am  tempted  to  fupply  in  the  day  what 
I  loft  in  bed.— This  is  my  hiftory,  like  all  other  hiftories,  a  narrative  of 
mifery.  Yet  am  I  fo  much  better  than  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  I 
ought  to  be  alhamed  of  complaining.  I  now  fit  and  write  with  very  little 
fenfibility  of  pain  or  weaknefs  j  but  when  I  rife,  I  lhall  find  my  legs  betraying 
me.— Of  the  money  which  you  mentioned  I  have  no  immediate  need ;  keep 
it,  however  for  me,  unlefs  fome  exigence  requires  it.  Your  papers  I  will 
Ihew  you  certainly  when  you  would  fee  them,  but  I  am  a  little  angry  at  you 
for  not  keeping  minutes  of  your  own  acceptum  et  expenjum,  and  think .  a  little 
time  might  be  fpared  from  Ariftophanes,  for  the  res  familiares.  Forgive  mc^ 
for  I  mean  well. — I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  and  Lady  Rothes,  and  all  the 
young  people,  too  many  to  enumerate,  are  well  and  happy.  God  blefs 
you  alL" 

To  Mr.  Windham,  Auguft.  "  The  tendernefs  with  which  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  treat  me,  through  my  long  illnefs,  neither  health  nor  fickncfs  can 
I  hope  make  me  forget  j  and  you  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  after  we  parted  you 
were  no  longer  in  my  mind.  But  what  can  a  fick  man  fay,  but  that  he  is 
iick  ?  His  thoughts  are  necefiarily  concentred  in  himfelf  s  he  neither  receives 
nor  can  give  delight;  his  enquiries  are  after  alleviations  of  pain,  and  his 
■efforts  are  to  catch  fome  momentary  comfort,— Though  I  am  now  in  the 

Vol.  1L  4  A  neighbourhood 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

neighbourhood  of  the  Peak,  you  muft  expert  no  account  of  its  wonders,  of 
its  hills,  its  waters,  its  caverns,  or  its  mines ;  but  I  will  tell  you,  dear  Sir% 
what  I  hope  you  will  not  hear  with  left  fatisfa&ion,  that  for  about  a  week  pall 
my  afthma  has  been  lefs  affli&ive." 

Oftober  2.  cc  I  believe  you  have  been  long  enough  acquainted  with  the 
phenomena  of  ficknefc,  not  to  be  furprized  that  a  lick  man  wifhes  to  be  where 
he  is  not,  and  where  it  appears  to  every  body  but  himfelf  that  he  might  eafily 
be,  without  having  the  refolution  to  remove,  I  thought  Alhbourne  a  folitary 
place,  but  did  not  come  hither  till  laft  Monday,— I  have  here^more  company, 
but  my  health  has  for  this  laft  week  not  advanced ;  and  in  the  languor  of 
difeafe  how  litde  can  be  done  ?  Whither  or  when  I  (hall  make  my  next 
remove,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  entreat  you,  dear  Sir,  to  let  me  know,  from 
time  to  time^  where  you  may  be  found,  for  your  refidence  is  a  very  powerful 
attra&ive  to,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant.'* 

To  tbt Right  Honourable -Willi  am  Gerard  Hamilton. 

u  Dear  Sir, 

"  CONSIDERING  what  reafon  you  gave  me  in  the  ipring  to 
conclude  that  you  took  part  in  whatever  good  or  evU  might  befal  me*  I 
ought  not  to  have  omitted  fo  long  the  account  which  I  am  now  about 
to  give  you.— My  difeafes  are  an  afthma  and  a  dropfy,  and,  what  is  lefs 
curable,  feventy-five.  Of  the  dropfy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  iiimraer,  or  in 
the  fpring*  I  recovered  to  a  degree  which  ftruck  with  wonder  both  me  and 
my  phyficians :  the  afthma  now  is  likewife,  for  a  time,  very  much  relieved. 
I  went  to  Oxford,  where  the  afthma  was  very  tyrannical,  and  the  dropfy  begai* 
again  to  threaten  me,  but  feafonable  phyfick  flopped  the  inundation :  I  then 
returned  to  London*  and  in  July  took  a  refolution  to  vifit  Staffordfhire  and 
Derbyfhire,  where  I  am  yet  ftrugglmg  with  my  difeafes.  The  dropfy  made 
another  attack,  and  was  not  eafily  eje&ed*  but  at  laft  gave  way.  The  afthma 
fuddenly  remitted  in  bed,  on  die  1 3th  of  Auguft*  and,  though  now  very 
oppreffive,  is*  I  think*  ftill  fomething  gender  than  it  was  before  the  remiflipru 
My  limbs  are  miferably  debilitated*  and  my  nights  are  fleeplefs  and  tedious.— 
When  you  read  this*  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  forry  that  I  wrote  no  fooner.  I 
will  not  prolong  my  complaints..  I  hope  ftill  ^to  fee  you  in  a  happier  houry  ta 
talk  over  what  we  have  often  talked,  and  perhaps  to  find  new  topicks  of 
merriment,  or  new  incitements  to  curiofity.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 

"  Lichfield*  Oft.  10,  1 784,  S  AM.  J  Q H  N  S  0  Hi" 

*  Ik 
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To  John  Paradise,  Efq. 

u  Dear  Sir, 

"  THOUGH  in  all  my  fummer's  excurfion  I  hare  given  you  no 
account  of  myfelf,  I  hope  you  think  better  of  me  than  to  imagine  it  poffible 
for  me  to  forget  you,  whofe  kindnefs  to  me  has  been  too  great  and  too  con- 
stant not  to  have  made  its  impreffion  on  a  harder  breaft  than  mine. — Silence 
is  not  very  culpable  when  nothing  pleafing  is  fupprefled.  It  would  have 
alleviated  none  of  your  complaints  to  have  read  my  viciflitudes  of  evil.  I 
have  ftruggled  hard  with  very  formidable  and  obftinate  maladies ;  and  though 
I  cannot  talk  of  health,  think  all  praife  due  to  my  Creator  and  Prefcrvcr  for 
the  continuance  of  my  life.  The  dropfy  has  made  two  attacks,  and  has 
given  way  to  medicine  j  the  afthma  is  very  oppreffive,  but  that  has  likewifc 
once  remitted.  I  am  very  weak,  and  very  fleeplefs ;  but  it  is  time  to  con- 
clude the  talc  of  mifery.— I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  grow  better,  for  you 
have  likewife  your  fhare  of  human  evil,  and  that  your  lady  and  the  young 
charmers  are  well.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

«•  Lichfield,  Oft.  20, 1784.  Sam,  Johnson/* 

To  Mr.  Georcb  Nicoll4, 

«*  Dear  Sir, 

C(  S I N  C  E  we  parted  I  have  been  much  opprcfled  by  my  afthma, 
but  it  has  lately  been  lefs  laborious.  When  I  fit  I  am  almoft  at  eafe,  and 
I  can  walk,  though  yet  very  little,  with  lefs  difficulty  for  this  week  paft  than 
before.  I  hope  I  fhall  again  enjoy  my  friends,  and  that  you  and  I  fhall  have 
a  little  more  literary  converfation.— Where  1  now  am,  every  thing  is  very 
liberally  provided  for  me  but  converfation.  My  friend  is  fick  himfelf,  and 
the  reciprocation  of  complaints  and  groans  affords  not  much  of  either  pleafure 
or  inftrudtion.  What  we  have  not  at  home  this  town  does  not  fupply,  and 
I  fhall  be  glad  of  a  little  imported  intelligence,  and  hope  that  you  will  bellow 
now  and  then  a  little  time  on  the  relief  and  entertainment  of,  Sir,  yours,  &c 

«  Afhbourne, Auguft  19,  1784.  Sam.  JOHNSON." 

To  Mr.  Cruikshank. 
«  Dear  Sir,  :. 

«DO  not  fuppofe  that  I  forget  you  j  I  hope  I  fhall  never  be  accufed 
of  forgetting  my  benefaftors,  I  had,  till  lately,  nothing  to  write  but 
complaints  upon  complaints,   of  miferies  upon  miferies,   but  within  this 

4  Bookfeller  to  his  Majcfty. 

4  A  a  fortnight 
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1784:     fortnight  I  have  received  great  relief>— Have  yourLedtures  any  vacation? 

^tat^c.  1^  y°u  are  releafed  from  the  neceffity  of  daily  ftudy,  you  may  find  time  for  a 

letter  to  me.— [In  this  letter  he  dates  the  particulars  of  his  cafe.]— In  return 

for  this  account  of  my  health,  let  me  have  a  good  account  of  yours,  and  of 

your  profperity  in  all  your  undertakings.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c. 

"  Afhbourne,  Sept.  4,  1784.  S  A  M.  J  O  H  N  S  O  N." 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  Auguft  14.  "  The  tendernefs  with  which  you 
always  treat  me,  makes  me  culpable  in  my  awn  eyes  for  having  omitted  to 
write  in  fo  long  a  feparation ;  I  had,  indeed,  nothing  to  fay  that  you  could 
wifh  to  hear.  All  has  been  hitherto  mifery  accumulated  upon  mifery,  difeafe 
corroborating  difeafe,  till  yefterday  my  afthma  was  perceptibly  and  un- 
expectedly mitigated.  I  am  much  comforted  with  this  fhort  relief,  and  am 
willing  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  may  continue  and  improve.  I  have  at  prefent, 
fuch  a  degree  of  eafe,  as  not  only  may  admit  the  comforts,  but  the  duties  of 
life.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Davies.— -Poor  dear  Allen,  he  was  a 
good  man." 

To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Auguft  19.  cc  Having  had  fince  our  fepara- 
tion, little  to  fay  that  could  pleafe  you  or  myfelf  by  laying,  I  have  not  been 
lavifli  of  ufelefs  letters  -,  but  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you  will  partake  of  the 
plcafure  with  which  I  can  now  tell  you,  that  about  a  week  ago,  I  felt  fuddenly 
a  fenfible  remiflion  of  my  afthma,  and  confequendy  a  greater  lightnefs  of 
a&ion  and  motion.— Of  this  grateful  alleviation  I  know  not  the  caufe,  nor 
dare  depend  upon  its  continuance,  but  while  it  lafts  I  endeavour  to  enjoy  it^ 
and  am  defirous  of  communicating,  while  it  lafts,  my  pleafure  to  my  friends.— 
Hitherto,  dear  Sir*  I  had  written  before  the  poft,  which  ftays  in  this  town  but 
a  litde  while,  brought  me  your  letter.  Mr.  Davies  fcems  to  have  reprefented 
my  litde  tendency  to-recovery  in  terms  too  fplendid.  I  am  ftill  reftlefs,  ftill 
weak,  ftill  watry,  but  the  afthma  is  lefs  oppreflive.— Poor  Ramfay s !  On  which 
fide  foever  I  turn,  mortality  prefents  its  formidable  frown.  I  left  three  old 
friends  at  Lichfield,  when  I  was  laft  there,  and  now  found  them  all  dead*. 
I  no  fboner  lofe  fight  of  dear  Allen,  than  I  am  told  that  I  fhall  fee  him  no 
more.  That  we  muft  all  die,  we  always  knew ;  I  wilh  I  had  fooner  remem- 
bered it.  Do  not  think  me  intrufive  or  importunate,  if  I  now  call,  dearySir, 
on  you  to  remember  it." 

Sept.  2.     "  I  ftill  continue,  by  God's  mercy,  to  mend.     My  breath  is 
eafier,  my  nights  are  quieter,   and  my  legs  are  lefs  in  bulk,  and  ftronger  in 

5  Allan  Ramfay,  Efq.  painter  to  bis  Majefty,  who  died  about  this  time,  much  regretted  by  his 
friends. 

ufe. 
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ufe.     I  have,  however,  yet  a  great  deal  to  overcome,  before  I  can  yet  attain      »7*4- 
even  an  old  man's  health.— Write,  do  write  to  me  now  and  then  -,  we  are  jJSfT^ 
now  old  acquaintance,  and  perhaps  few  people  have  lived  Co  much  and  (b 
long  together,  with  lefs  caufe  of  complaint  on  either  fide.     The  retrofpe&ion 
of  this  is  very  pleafant,  and  I  hope  we  fhall  never  think  on  each  other  with, 
lefs  kindnefs." 

Sept.  1 8.  "I  flattered  myfelf  that  this  week  would  have  given  me  a 
letter  from  you,  but  none  has  come.  Write  to  me  now  and  then,  but  dired 
your  next  to  Lichfield.— I  think,  and  I  hope,  am  fure,  diat  I  ftill  grow  better; 
I  have  fometimes  good  nights ;  but  am  ftill  in  my  legs  weak,  but  fo  much 
mended,  that  I  go  to  Lichfield  in  hope  of  being  able  to  pay  my  vifits  on  foot, 
for  there  are  no  coaches. — I  have  three  letters  this  day,  all  about  the  balloon, 
I  could  have  been  content  with  one.  Do  not  write  about  the  halloon,  what* 
ever  elfe  you  may  think  proper  to  fay." 

To  Mr.  John  Nichols.  Lichfield,  Oft.  20.  "When  you  were  here,  you 
were  pleafed,  as  I  am  told,  to  think  my  abfence  an  inconvenience.  I  fhould 
certainly  have  been  very  glad  to  give  fo  fkilful  a  lover  of  antiquities  any 
information  about  my  native  place,  of  which,  however,  I  know  not  much, 
2nd  have  reafon  to  believe  that  not  much  is  known.— Though  I  have  not 
given  you  any  amufement,  I  have  received  amufement  from  you.  At 
Afhbourne,  where  I  had  very  little  company,  I  had  the  luck  to  borrow 
c  Mr.  Bowyer's  Life ;'  a  book  fo  full  of  contemporary  hiftory,  that  a  literary  man 
mull  find  fome  of  his  old  friends.  I  diought  that  I  could  now  and  then  have 
tolcf  you  fome  hints  worth  your  notice ;  and  perhaps  we  may  talk  a  life  over. 
I  hope  we  fhall  be  much  together ;  you  muft  now  be  to  me  what  you  were 
before,  and  what  dear  Mr.  Allen  was,  befides.  He  was  taken  unexpectedly 
away,  but  I  think  he  was  a  very  good  man. — I  have  made  litde  progrefs  in 
recovery.     I  am  very  weak,  and  very  fleeplefsj  but  I  live  on  and  hope." 

This  various  mafs  of  correfpondence,  which  I  have  thus  brought  together, 
is  valuable  both  as  an  addition  to  "the  ftore  which  the  publick  already  has  of 
Johnfon's  writings,  and  as  exhibiting  a  genuine  and  noble  fpecimen  of  vigour 
and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  neither  age  nor  ficknefs  could  impair  or 
diminifh. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  his  writing  in  every  way,  whether  for  the  publick," 
or  privately  to  his  friends,  was  by  fits  and  ftarts ;  for  we  fee  frequently,  that 
a  number  of  letters  are  written  on  the  fame  day.  When  he  had  once  over- 
come his  averfion  to  begin,  he  was,  I  fuppofe,  defirous  to  go  on  in  order  to 
relieve  his  mind  from  the  uneafy  reflection  of  delaying  what  he  ought  to  do. 

3  While 
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1784.  While  in  the  country,  notwithftanding  the  accumulation  of  illnefs  whick 
JBni.  7c.  he  endured,  his  mind  did  not  lofe  its  powers.  He  tranflated  an  Ode  of 
Horace,  which  is  printed  in  his  Works,  and  compofed  feveral  prayers.  I 
lhall  infert  one  of  them,  which  is  fo  wife  and  energetick,  fo  philofophical  and 
fo  pious,  that  I  doubt  not  of  its  affording  coufolation  to  many  a  fincere 
Chriftian,  when  in  a  ftate  of  mind  to  which  I  believe  the  beft  are  fometimes 
liable6. 

And  here  I  am  enabled  folly  to  refute  a  very  unjuft  refte&ion  both  againfl: 
Dr.  Johnfon,  and  his  faithful  fervant,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
as  if  both  of  them  had  been  guilty  of  culpable  negleft  towards  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Heely,  whom  Sir  John  choofes  to  call  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnfbn's. 
The  faft  is,  that  Mr.  Heely  was  not  his  relation  5  he  had  indeed  been  married 
to  one  of  his  cousins,  but  fhe  had  died  without  having  children,  and  he  had 
married  another  woman,  fo  thatr  even  the  flight  connection  which  there  once 
.had  been  by  alliance  was  diflblved.  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  had  fhewn  very  great 
liberality  to  this  man  while  his  firft  wife  was  alive,  as  has  appeared  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work  7,  was  humane  and  charitable  enough  to  continue  his  bounty 
to  him  occafionally ;  but  furely  there  was  no  ftrong  call  of  duty  upon  him  or 
upon  his  legatee,  to  do  more.  The  following  letter,  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  will  confirm  what  I  have  ftated : 

to  Mn  Heely,  No.  5,  in  Pye-Jtreet>  Weftminjler. 

**  Sir, 

<c  AS  neceflity  obliges  you  to  call  fo  foon  again  upon  me,  you  fhould 
at  leaft  have  told  the  fmalleft  fum  that  will  fupply  your  prefent  want*  you 
-cannot  fuppofe  that  I  have  much  to  (pare.  Two  guineas  is  as  much  as  you 
ought  to  be  behind  with  your .  creditor. — If  you  wait  on  Mr.  Strahan,  in 

*  Againfl  inquifitive  and perplexing  thoughts.  *c  O  Lord,  my  Maker  and  Prote&or,  who  haft 
gracioufly  fent  mc  into  this  world  to  work  out  my  falvation,  enable  me  to  drive  from  me  all  fuch 
unquiet  and  perplexing  thoughts  as  may  miflead  or  hinder  mc  in  the  practice  of  thofe  duties  which  Thou 
haft  required.  When  I  behold  the  works  of  thy  hands,  and  confider  the  courfe  of  thy  providence, 
give  me  grace  always  to  remember  that  thy  thoughts  are  not  my  thoughts,  nor  thy  ways  my  ways. 
And  while  it  (hall  pleafe  Thee  to  continue  me  in  this  world,  where  much  is  to  be  done,  and  little 
to  be  known,  teach  me,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  withdraw  my  mind  from  unprofitable  and  dan- 
gerous enquiries,  from  difficulties  vainly  curious,  and  doubts  impoffible  to  be  folved.  Let  me 
rejoice  in  the  light  which  Thou  haft  imparted,  let  me  fervc  Thee  with  aclive  zeal  and  humble 
confidence,  and  wait  with  patient  expectation  for  the  time  in  which  the  foul  which  Thou  receiveft 
ihall  befatisfied  with  knowledge.     Grant  this,  O,  Lord,  for  Jesus  Christ's  fake.    Amen." 

7  VoL  L  p.  289. 

New- 
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New-ftreet,  Fetter-lane,  or  in  his  abfence,  on  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  (how     «784* 
this,  by  which  they  are  entreated  to  advance  you  two  guineas,  and  to  keep  ^tatf^ 
this  as  a  voucher.    I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

«  Afhbourne,  Auguft  it,  1784.  Sam.  John  son." 

Indeed  it  is  very  neceffary  to  keep  in  mind  that  Sir  John  Hawkins  has 
unaccountably  viewed  Johnfon's  charafter  and  conduct  in  almoft  every  par- 
ticular with  an  unhappy  prejudice  *. 

We  now  behold  Johnfonfor  the  laft  time,  in  his  native  city,  for  which  he  ever 
retained  a  warm  affe&ion,  and  which  by  a  fudden  apoftrophe  under  the  word 
Ucb,  he  introduces  with  reverence,  into  his  immortal  work  The  English 
Dictionary — Salve  magna  parens 9  /    While  here,  he  felt  a  revival  of  all  the 

tendernefs 

*  I  (hall  add  one  inftance  only  to  thofc  on  which  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  roe  to 
©bferve.  Talking  of  Mr.  Garrick's  having  fignified  hi*  willingnefs  to  let  Johnfon  have  the  loan 
of  any  of  his  books  to  affift  him  in  his  edition  of  Shakfpeare;  Sir  John  fays  (page  444)  "  Mr.. 
Garrick  knew  not  what  rifqoe  he  ran  by  this  offer.  Johnfon  had  fo  ftrange  a  fbrgetfulnefs  of 
obligations  of  this  fort,  that  few  who  lent  him  books  ever  faw  them  again."  This  furely  conveys* 
a  mod  unfavourable  infinuation,  and  has  been  fo  underftockL  Sir  John  mentions  the  fingle  cafe 
•fa  curious  edition  of  Politian,  which  he  tells  us,  "  appeared  to  belong  to  Pembroke-College*, 
and  which,,  probably,  had  been-  confidered  by  Johnfon  as  his  own,  for  upwards  of  fifty  years/* 
Would  it  not  be  fairer  to  confider  this  as  an  inadvertence,  and  draw  no  general  inference  ?  The: 
truth  is,  that  Johnfon  was  fo  attentive,  that  in  one  of  his  manufcripts  in  my  poffcflion,  he  has> 
marked  in  two  columns  books  borrowed  ,.  and  books  lent. 

In  Sir  John  Hawkins's  compilation,  there  are,  however,  fome  pauages  concerning  Johnfon) 
which  have  unqueftionable  merit*  One  of  them  I  (hall  tranfcribc,  in  juftice  to  a  writer  whom  I  have- 
Bad  too  much  occafion  to  cenfunv  and  to  fhew  my  faimefs  as  the  biographer  of  my  illuftrious 
friend :  "  There  was  wanting  in  his  conduct  and  behaviour,  that  dignity  which  refults  from  a< 
regular  and  orderly  coorfe  of  action,  and  by  an  irrefiftible  power  commands  efteem.  He  could, 
not  be  faid  to  be  a  flayed  manr  nor  fo  to  have  adjufted  in  his  mind  the  balance  of  reafon  and 
paffion,  as  to  give  occafion  to  fay  what  may  be  obferved  of  fome  men,  that  all  they  do  is  juft,  fit,, 
and  right-" 

•  The  following  circumftanee,  mutually  to  the  honour  of  Johnfon  and  the  corporation  of 
his  native  city,  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Vyfe,  from  the  Town-Clerk : 
•*  Mr.  Simpfon  has  now  before  him,,  a  record  of  the  refpect  and  veneration. which  the  Corporation • 
of  Lichfield,  in  the  year  1767,  had  for  the  merits  and  learning  of  Dr.  Johnfon..  His  father 
built  the  corner-houfe  in  the  Market-place,  the  two  fronts  of  which,  towards  Market  and 
Broad-market-ftreet,  flood  upon  wafte  land  of  the  Corporation,  under  a  forty  years*  leafe,  which  < 
was  then  expired.    On  the  15th  of  Auguft,  1767,  at  a  common-hall  of  the  bailiffs  and  citizens,, 
it  was  ordered  (and  that  without  any  folticitation)  that  a  leafe  fhould  be  granted  to  Samuel 
Johnfon,  Doctor  of  Laws,  of  the  incroachments  at  his  houfe,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years, 
at  the  old  rent,  which  was  five  (hillings*    Of  which,  as  Town-Clerk,  Mr.  Simpfon  had  the 
honour  and  pleafure  of  informing  him,  and  that  he  was  denied  to  accept  it,  without  paying 

any 
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tendernefs  of  filial  affedtion,  an  inftance  of  which  appeared  in  his  ordering 
the  grave-ftone  and  infcription,  over  Elizabeth  Blaney f,  to  be  fubftantially 

and  carefully  renewed. 

To  Mr.  Henry  White,  a  young  clergyman,  witji  whom  he  now  formed  an 
intimacy,  fo  as  to  talk  to  him  with  great  freedom,  he  mentioned  that  he  could 
not  in  general  accufe  himfelf  of  having  been  an  undutiful  fon.  <c  Once, 
indeed  (faid  he)  I  was  difobedientj  I  refufed  to  attend  my  father  to  Uttoxeter- 
market.  Pride  was  the  fource  of  that  refufal,  and  the  remembrance  of  it 
was  painful.  A  few  years  ago,  I  defired  to  atone  for  this  fault  *  I  went  to 
Uttoxeter  in  very  bad  weather,  and  ftood  for  a  confiderable  time  bare-headed 
in  the  rain,  on  the  fpot  where  my  father's  flail  ufed  to  Hand.  In  contrition  I 
ftood,  and  I  hope  the  pennance  was  expiatory/' 

c<  I  told  him  (fays  Mifs  Seward)  in  one  of  my  lateft  vifits  to  him,  of  a  won- 
derful learned  pig,  which  I  had  feen  at  Nottingham ;  and  which  did  all  that 
we  have  obferved  exhibited  by  dogs  and  horfes.  -  The  fubje<St  amufed  him, 
c  Then  (faid  he)  the  pigs  are  a  race  unjuftly  calumniated.  Pig  has,  it  feems, 
not  been  wanting  to  man,  but  man  to  pig.  We  do  not  allow  time  for  his 
education,  we  kill  him  at  a  year  old.'  Mr.  Henry  White,  who  was  prefent, 
obferved  that  if  this  inftaftce  had  happened  in  or  before  Pope's  time,  he  would 
not  have  been  juftified  in  inftancing  the  fwine  as  the  loweft  degree  of  groveling 
inftinft.  Doftor  Johnfon  feemed  pleafed  with  the  obfervation,  while  the 
perfon  who  made  it  proceeded  to  remark,  that  great  torture  muft  have  been 
employed,  ere  the  indocility  of  the  animal  could  have  been  fubdued.— 
c  Certainly  (faid  the  Do&or)  but  (turning  to  me)  ;  how  old  is  your  pig?* 
I  told  him  three  years  okL  €  Then  (faid  he)  the  pig  has  no  caufe  to  complain; 
he  would  have  been  killed  the  firft  year  if  he  had  not  been  educated,  and  pro- 
trafted  exiftence  is  a  good  recompence  for  very  confiderable  degrees  of  torture.** 
'  As  Johnfon  had  now  very  faint  hopes  of  recovery,  and  as  Mrs.Thrale 
was  no  longer  devoted  to  him,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  he  would 
naturally  have  choien  to  remain  in  the  comfortable  houie  of  his  beloved 
wife's  daughter,  and  end  his  life  where  he  began  it.  But  there  was  in  him 
an  animated  and  lofty  ipirit  %  and  however  complicated  difeafes  might  deprefs 

« 

any  fine  on  the  occafion,  which  leafe  was  afterwards  granted,  and  the  Doctor  died  poficflcd  of 
this  property."  *  See  Vol.  I.  p.  9. 

*  Mr.  Burke  fuggefted  to  me  as  applicable  to  Johnfon,  what  Cicero,  in  his  Cato  Major,  fays 
of  Appias,  "  Internum  enim  animum  tanquam  arcwn  babebat,  nee  languefcens  fuccumbebat  feme£htti\" 
repeating  at  the  fame  time,  the  following  noble  words  in  the  fame  paflage:  "  Ita  enim  fenefim 
henefia  eft  fi  fe  ipfa  deftndit%  fi  jus  /mm  rttinet,  Ji  nemitti  emancipate  eft,  Ji  ufyne  ad  cxtremum  ?vit<* 
fpiritum  vindicet  jus/uum" 

ordinary 


THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON.  553 

ordinary  mortals,  all  who  faw  him,  beheld  and  acknowledged  the  htviSfum  l7H* 
■cnimum  Catonis.  Such  was  his  intelle&ual  ardour  even  at  this  time,  that  he  j£tatt  -- 
faid  to  one  friend,  cc  Sir,  I  look  upon  every  day  to  be  loft  in  which  I  do  not 
make  a  new  acquaintance."  And  to  another,  when  talking  of  his  illnels, 
u  I  will  be  conquered;  I  will  not  capitulate."  And  fuch  was  his  love  of 
London,  fo  high  a  relifti  had  he  of  its  magnificent  extent,  and  variety  of 
intelleftual  entertainment,  that  he  languifhed  when  abfent  from  it,  his  mind 
having  become  quite  luxurious  from  the  long  habit  of  enjoying  the  metropolis ; 
and  therefore  although  at  Lichfield,  furrounded  with  friends,  who  loved 
and  revered  him,  and  for  whom  he  had  a  very  fincere  affe&ion,  he  ftill 
found  that  fuch  converfation  as  London  affords,  could  be  found  no  where  elfe. 
Thefe  feelings,  joined  probably  to  fome  flattering  hopes  of  aid,  from  the 
•eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  London,  who  kindly  and  generoufly 
attended  him  without  accepting  of  fees,  made  him  refolve  to  return  to  the 
capital. 

From  Lichfield  he  came  to  Birmingham,  where  he  paffed  a  few  days  with 
his  worthy  old  fchoolfellow,  Mr.  Hedtor,  who  thus  writes  to  me:  "  He  was 
irery  felicitous  with  me  to  recoiled  fome  of  our  moft  early  tranfa&ions,  and 
tranfmit  them  to  him,  for  I  perceived  nothing  gave  him  greater  pleafure  than 
calling  to  mind  thofe  days  of  our  innocence.  I  complied  (with  his  requeft, 
and  he  only  received  them  a  few  days  before  his  death.  I  have  tranferibed 
for  your  infpe&ion,  exaftly  the  minutes  I  wrotit  to  him."  This  paper  having 
been  found  in  his  repolitories  after  his  death,  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  inferted 
it  entire,  and  I  have  made  occafional  ufe  of  it,  and  other  communications 
from  Mr.  Heftor,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work.  I  have  both  vifited  and  cor- 
xeiponded  with  him  fince  Dr.  Johnfon's  death,  and  by  afking  a  great  variety 
of  particulars  have  obtained  additional  information.  I  followed  the  fame 
mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor,  in  whofe  prefence  I  wrote  down  a  good 
deal  of  what  he  could  tell ;  and  he,  at  my  requeft,  figned  his  name,  to  give 
it  authenticity.  It  is  very  rare  to  find  any  perfon  who  is  able  to  give  a  diftinffc 
account  of  the  life  even  of  one  whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without 
queftions  being  put  to  them.  My  friend,  Dr.  Kippis,  has  told  me,  that  on  this 
account  it  is  a  pra&ice  with  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical  catechifm. 

Johnfon  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  again  kindly  received  by 
Dr.  Adams,  who  was  pleafed  to  give  me  the  following  account  in  one  of  his  % 
letters -{17th  Feb.  1785) :  "  His  laft  vifit  was,  I  believe,  to  my  houfe,  which 
"he  left  after  a  ftay  of  four  or  five  days.  We  had  much  ferious  talk  together, 
for  which  I  ought  to  be  the  better,  as  long  as  I  live.  You  will  remember 
ibme  difcourfe  which  we  had  in  the  fummer  upon  the  fubjeft  of  prayer,  and 

Vol,  II.  4  B  the 
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1784.  the  difficulty  of  this  fort  of  compofition.  He  reminded  me  of  this,  and  of 
*&tau™  my  hav*n6  wifhed  him  to  try  his  hand,  and  to  give  us  a  (pecimen  of  the 
ftyle  and  manner  that  he  approved.  He  added,  that  he  was  now  in  a  right 
frame  of  mind,  and  as  he  could  not  poflibly  employ  his  time  better,  he 
would  in  earned  fet  about  it-  But  I  find  upon  enquiry,  that  no  papers  of 
this  fort  were  left  behind  him,  except  a  few  fhort  ejaculatory  forms  fuitable  to 
his  prefent  fituation." 

Dr.  Adams  had  not  then  received  accurate  information  on  this  fiibjeft ; 
for  it  has  fince  appeared  that  various  prayers  had  been  compofed  by  him  at 
different  periods,  which  intermingled  with  pious  refolutions,  and  fome  fhort 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entided  by  him  "  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  and  have 
in  purfuance  of  his  earneft  requifition  in  the  hopes  of  doing  good,  been  pub- 
lifhed,  with  a  judicious  well- written  Preface,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan, 
to  whom  he  delivered  them.  This  admirable  colle&ion,  to  which  I  have 
frequendy  referred  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  evinces,  beyond  all  his 
compofitions  for  the  piiblick,  and  all  the  eulogies  of  his  friends  and 
admirers,  the  fincere  virtue  and  piety  of  Johnfon.  It  proves  with  unqueftion- 
able  authenticity,  that  amidft  all  his  conftitutional  infirmities,  his  earneftnefs 
to  conform  his  pra&ice  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity  was  unceafing,  and  that 
he  habitually  endeavoured  to  refer  every  tranfaftion  of  his  life  to  the  will  of  the 
Supreme  Being, 

He  arrived  in  London  on*  the  16th  of  November,  and  next  day  font  to 
Dr.  Burney,  the  following  note,  which  I  infert  as  the  laft  token  of  his  re- 
membrance of  this  ingenious  and  amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  many 
proofs  of  the  tendernefs  and  benignity  of  his  heart. 

"  Mr.  Johnson,  who  came  home  laft  night,  fends  his  refpefts  to  dear 
Dr.  Burney,  and  all  the  dear  Burneys,  little  and  great." 

To  Mr.  Hector,  in  Birmingham. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

(f  I  did  not  reach  Oxford  until  Friday  morning,  and  then  I  font 
Francis  to  fee  the  balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  myfelf.  I  ftaid  at  Oxford 
'till  Tuefday,  and  then  came  in  the  common  vehicle  eafily  to  London.  I  am 
as  I  was,  and  having  feen  Dr.  Brocklefby,  am  to  ply  the  fquillsj  but  what- 
ever be  their  efficacy,  this  world  muft  foon  pafs  away.  Let  us  think  ferioufly 
on  our  duty. — I  fend  my  kindeft  refpe&s  to  dear  Mrs.  Carelefs  j  let  me  have 
the  prayers  of  both.  We  have  all  lived  long,  and  muft  foon  part.  God 
have  mercy  on  us,  for  the  fake  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen.     I  am,  &c. 

"  London,  Nov.  17,  1784.  SAM.  JOHNSON/V 

His 
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His  corrcfpondencc  with  me  after  his  letter  on  the  fubjeft  of  my  fettling 
In  London,  fhall  now  fo  far  as  is  proper,  be  produced  in  one  feries. 

July  26,  he  wrote  to  me  from  Afhbourne;  "  On  the  14th  I  came  to 
Lichfield,  and  found  every  body  glad  enough  to  fee  me.  On  the  aoth,  I 
came  hither,  and  found  a  houfe  half  built,  of  very  uncomfortable  appearance, 
but  my  own  room  has  not  been  altered.  That  a  man  worn  with  difeafes, 
in  his  feventy-fecond  or  third  year,  fhoiild  condemn  part  of  his  remaining  life 
to  pafs  among  ruins  and  rubbifh,  and  that  no  inconfiderable  part,  appears  to 
me  very  ftrange. — I  know  that  your  kindnefs  makes  you  impatient  to  know 
the  date  of  my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boaft  of  much  improvement.  I 
came  through  the  journey  without  much  inconvenience,  but  when  I  attempt 
felf-motion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very  fhortj  this  day  I  have 
been  much  difordered.  I  have  no  company;  the  Do6tor  is  bufy  in  his 
fields,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole  fyftem  is  fo  different  from  mine, 
that  we  feem  formed  for  different  elements  ;  I  have,  therefore,  all  my  amufe- 
ftient  to  feek  within  myfelf." 

Having  written  to  him  in  bad  fpirits,  a  letter  filled  with  dejeftion  and 
fretfulnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  expreffing  anxious  apprehenfions  concerning 
him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which  had  difturbed  me;  his  anfwer  was  chiefly 
m  terms  of  reproach,  for  a  fuppofed  charge  of  "  affefting  difcontent,  and 
indulging  the  vanity  of  complaint."  It  however  proceeded,  "  Write  to  mc 
often,  and  write  like  a  man.  I  confider  your  fidelity  and  tendernefs  as  a 
great  part  of  the  comforts  which  are  yet  left  me,  and  'fincerely  wifh  we  could 
be  nearer  to  each  other.—*  ♦♦*♦♦♦  ♦.^^y  dear  friend,  life  is  very 
fliort  and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  fpend  it  as  well  as  we  can. — My  worthy  neigh- 
bour, Allen,  is  dead.  Love  me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  relpefts  to  dear 
Mr9.  Bofwell.— Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time;  let  your  fuperftition  at  laft 
have  an  end." 

Feeling  very  foon,  that  the  manner  in  which  he  had  written  might  hurt 
me,  he  in  two  days  after,  July  28,  wrote  to  me  again,  giving  me  an  account 
of  his  fufferings,  after  which  follows :  <c  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  had 
one  which  I  hope  you  will  not  take  amifs ;  for  it  contains  only  truth,  and  that 
truth  kindly  intended.  *****♦*.  *Spartam  quamnattus  esoma-,  make 
the  moft  and  beft  of  your  lot,  and  compare  yourfelf  not  with  the  few  that  are 
above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes  whith  are  below  you.  ******. 
Go  fteadily  forward  with  lawful  bufinefs  or  honeft  diverfions.  c  Be  (as 
Temple  fays  of  the  Dutchmen)  well  when  you  are  not  ill,  and  pleq/ed  when 
you  are  not  angry*  ******.  This  may  feem  but  an  ill  return  for 
your  tendernefs  -,  but  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great  ardour  and 

4  B  a  fincerity. 
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fincerity.    Pay  my  refpedts  to  dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  and  teach  the  young  ones 
to  love  me," 

1  unfortunately  was  fo  much  indifpofed  during  a  coniiderable  part  of  the 
year*  that  it  was  not*  or  at  leaft  I  thought  it  was  not,  in  my  power  to  write  to 
my  illuftrious  friend  as  formerly,  or  without  exprefling  fuch  complaints  as 
offended  him.  Having  conjured  him  not  to  do  me  the  injuftice  of  charging 
me  with  affe&ation,  I  was  with  much  regret  long  filent.  His  laft  letter  to 
me  then  came,  and  affe&ed  me  very  tenderly : 

$q  James  Boswell,  Efq* 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  this  fummer  fometimes  amended  and  fometimes  relapfecf, 
but  upon  the  whole,  have  loft  ground  very  much.  My  legs  are  extremely 
weak,  and  my  breath  very  fhort,  and  the  water  is  now  encreafing  upon  me* 
In  this  uncomfortable  ftate  your  letters  ufed  to  relieve;  what  is  the  reafon  that 
I  have  them  no  longer  ?  Are  you  fick,  or  are  you  fullen  ?  Whatever  be  the 
reafon,  if  it  be  lefs  than  neceflity,  drive  it  away,  and  of  the  fliort  life  that 
we  have,  make  the  beftufe  for  yourfelf  and  for  your  friends.  *  *  *  *  *  »^ 
I  am  fometimes  afraid  that  your  omiffion  to  write  has  fbme  real  caufe,  and 
{hall  be  glad  to  know  that  you  are  not  fick,  and  that  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
dear  Mrs.  Bofwell,  or  any  of  your  family^    I  am,  Sir,  your,  &a 

r  Lichfield,  Nov.  3,  1 784.  S  A  M.  J  O  H  N  S  O  uj% 

Yet  it  was  not  a  little  painful  to  me  to  find,  that  in  a  paragraph  of  this 
letter,  which  I  have  omitted,  he  ftill  perfevered  in  arraigning  me  as  before, 
which  was  ftrange  in  him  who  had  fo  much  experience  of  what  I  fuffered* 
I  however  wrote  to  him  two  as  kind  letters  as  I  could;  the  laft  of  which 
came  too  late  to  be  read  by  him,  for  his  illnefs  encreafed  more  rapidly  upon 
him  than  I  had  apprehended;  but  I  had  the  confolation  of  being  informed 
that  he  fpoke  of  me  on  his  death-bed,  with  afFedtion*  and  I  look  forward  with 
humble  hope  of  renewing  our  friendship  in  a  better  world. 

I  now  relieve  the  readers  of  this  work  from  any  farther  perfonal  notice  of 
its  authour,  who  if  he  Ihould  be  thought  to  have  obtruded  himfelf  too  much 
upon  their  attention,  requefts  them  to  confider  the  peculiar  plan  of  his 
biographical  undertaking. 

Soon  after  Johnfon's  return  to  the  metropolis,  both  the  afthma  and  dropfy 
became  more  violent  and  diilrefsful.  He  had  for  fome  time  kept  a  journal 
jq  Latin,  of  the  ftate  of  his  illnefs,  and  the  remedies  which  he  ufed,  under  the 

title 
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tide  ofjEgri  Epbmcris,  which  he  began  on  the  6th  of  July,  but  continued  it  no     *78** 
longer  than  the  8  th.  of  November  $  finding,  I  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a  mournful  ]^f»c! 
and  unavailing  regifter.    It  is  in  my  pofleflion;  and  is  written  with  great  care 
and  accuracy. 

Still  his  love  of  literature '  did  not  fail    He  drew  out  and  gave  to  his 

friend 

'  It  is  truly  wonderful  to  corifider  the  extent  and  conftancy  of  Johnfon's  literary  ardour,  not- 
with/landing  the  melancholy  which  clouded  and  embittered  his  exigence.  -  Befrdcs  the  numerous 
and  various-works  which  he  executed,  he  had  at  different  times  formed  fchemes  of  a  great  many 
more,  of  which  the  following  catalogue  was  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Langton,  and'  by  that  gentle* 
man  prefented  to  his  Majefty. 

•'  Di  v  i  nri  tt»  . 

w  A  fmall  book  of  precepts  and  directions  for  piety :  the  hint  taken  from  the  directions  in 
Morton's  exercife.- 

4t  Philosophy*  History,  -and  Literature  in  general, 

*f  Hiftory  of  Criticifm,  as  it  relates  to  judging  of  authours,  from  Ariftotlc  to  the  prefent  agev^ 
An  account  of  the  rife-  and  improvements-  of  that  art;  of  the  different  opinions  of  authours* 
ancient  and  modernv 

*'  Tranflation  of  the  Hiftory  of  Herodian. 

"  New  edition  of  Fairfax's  Tranflation  of  Taflb,  with  notes,  gloflkry,  &c* 

"  Chaucer,  a  new  edition  of  him,  from  manufcripts  and  old  editions,  with  various  readings* 
conjectures,  remarks  on  his  language,  and  the  changes  it  had  undergone  from  the  earlieft  times  to- 
his  age,  and  from  hi*  to.  the  prefent:  with  notes  explanatory  of  cuftoms,  &c.  and  references  to> 
Boccace,  and  other  au  thou  r»  from  whom  he  has  borrowed,  with  an  account  of  the  liberties  he  has* 
taken  in  telling  the  (lories ;  his  life,  and  an  exa&  etymological  gloflary* 

**  Ariflotle's  Rhttorick,  a  tranflation  of  it  into  Enghfln 

"  A  Collection  of  Letters,  tranflated  from  the  modern  writers,  with  ferae  account  of  the- 
feveral  authours. 

•  *  Oldham's  Poems,  with  notes  hiftorical  and  critical..  - 

*'  Rofcommon's  Poems,  with  notes*  - 

"Lives  of  the  Philofopherr,  written  with  a  polite  air,  in  fuch  a  manner  asr  may  divert  as  weft 
as  inft ruc*t. , 

"  Hiftory  of  the  Heathen  Mythology,  with  an  explication  of  the  fables,  both  allegorical  and 
hiftorical;  with 'references  to  thepqets. 

"  Hiftory  of  the  State  of  Venice,  in  a  compendious  manner. 

"-  Ariftotle's  Ethicks,  an  Englifh  tranflation  of-them  with  notes.. 

<«  Geographical  Dictionary  from  the  French. 

"  Hieiocles  upon  Pythagoras,  tranflated  into  Englilh,  perhaps  with. notes.  This  is  done  bj* 
Norris. 

"  A  book  of  Letters  upon  all  kinds  of  fubjecls. 

**  Claudian,  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  cum  notis  variorum,  in  the  manner  of  Burraan. 

"  Tally's  Tufculan  Qneftions>  a  tranflation  of  them* 

Tally's 
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1784.      friend  Mr,  John  Nichols,  what  perhaps  he  alone  could  have  done,  a  lift  of 
JEtat.~7c!  t^ie  authours  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  mentioning  their  feveral  fhares  in  that 

work* 

«  Tully's  Dc  Natural  Deorum,  a  tranflation  of  thofc  books* 

*«  Bcnzo's  New  Hiftory  of  the  New  World,  to  be  tranflatecL 

*'  Machiavel's  Hiftory  of  Florence,  to  be  tranflated. 

*(  Hiftory  of  the  Revival  of  Learning  in  Europe,  containing  an  account  of  whatever  con- 
tributed to  the  reftoration  of  literature  j  fuch  as  controverfies,  printing,  the  deftruction  of  the 
Greek  empire,  the  encouragement  of  great  men,  with  the  lives  of  the  mod  eminent  patrons  and 
mod  eminent  early  profeflbrs  of  all  kinds  of  learning  in  different  countries* 

«'  A  body  of  Chronology,  in  vcrfe,  with  hiftorical  notes. 

"  A  table  of  the  Spectators,  Tatlers,  and  Guardians,  diftinguiflied  by  figures  into  fix  degrees 
of  value,  with  notes  giving  the  rcafons  of  preference  or  degradation. 

€€  A  Collection  of  Letters  from  Englifh  authours,  with  a  preface  giving  fome  account  of  the 
writers;  with  reafons  for  felection,  and  criticifm  upon  ftyks;  remarks  on  each  letter,  if 
needful. 

"  A  Collection  of  Proverbs  from  various  languages,    Jan,  6—53* 

"  A  Dictionary  to  the  Common  Prayer,  in  imitation  of  Calmet's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible. 
March— 52. 

"  A  Collection  of  Stories  and  Examples,  like  thofe  of  Valerius  Maximus.    Jan.  10— 53* 

"  From  <£lian,  a  volume  of  felect  Stories,  perhaps  from  others.    Jan,  28—53* 

4€  Collection  of  Travels,  Voyages,  Adventures,  and  Defcriptions  of  Countries* 

"  Dictionary  of  Ancient  Hiftory  and  Mythology, 

M  Treatife  on  the  Study  of  Polite  Literature,  containing  the  hiftory  of  learning,  directions 
for  editions,  commentaries,  Arc. 

"  Maxims,  Characters,  and  Sentiments,  after  the  manner  of  Bruyere,  collected  out  of  ancient 
authours,  particularly  the  Greek,  with  Apophthegms. 

"  Claffical  Mifcellanies,  Select  Tranflations  from  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  authours, 

"  Lives  of  illuftrious  perfons*  as  well  of  the  active  as  the  learned,  in  imitation  of  Plutarch. 

"  Judgement  of  the  learned  upon  Englifh  authours. 

4t  Poetical  Dictionary  of  the  Englifh  tongue, 

"  Confiderations  upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  London. 

««  Collection  of  Epigrams,  with  notes  and  obfervations* 

"  Obfervations  on  the  Engliih  language,  relating  to  words,  phrafes,  and  modes  of  Speech, 

"  Minutia?  Literariae,  Mifcellaneous  reflections,  criticifms,  emendations,  notes. 

M€  Hiftory  of  the  Constitution, 

"  Comparifon  of  Philofophical  and  Chriftian  Morality,  by  fentences  collected  from  the 
moralifts  and  fathers. 

"  Plutarch's  Lives  in  Englifh,  with  notes, 

**  Pobtrt  and  works  of  Imagination. 
49  Hymn  to  Ignorance. 
44  The  Palace  of  Sloth— a  vifion. 
**  Coluthus,  to  be  tranflated. 
"  Prejudice — a  poetical  eflay. 
*  The  Palace  of  Nonfcnfe--a  vifion." 

Johniba'a 
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work*     It  has,   according  to  his  dire&ion,    been  depofited  in  the  Britifh      1784- 
Mufeum,  and  is  printed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  December,  1784.     ^tatT.  7fw 

During 

Johnfon's  extraordinary  facility  of  compofition,  when  he  fhook  off  his  conftitutional  indolence, 
and  refolutcly  fate  down  to  write,  is  admirably  defcribed  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  his  "  Poetical 
Review/'  which  I  have  feveral  times  quoted : 

"  While  through  life's  maze  he  fent  a  piercing  view, 

"  His  mind  expanfive  to  the  object  grew. 

'*  With  various  {lores  of  erudition  fraught, 

**  The  lively  image,  the  dcep-fearching  thought, 

'*  Slept  in  repofe ;— but  when  the  moment  prefs'dr  " 

**  The  bright  ideas  flood  at  once  confefs'd ; 

"  Inftant  his  genius  fped  its  vigorous  rays, 

*'  And  o'er  the  letter'd  world  diffus'd  a  blaze : 

94  As  womb'd  with  fire  the  cloud  eleclrick  flies, 

€t  And  calmly  o'er  th'  horizon  feems  to  rife  ; 

f  *  Touch'd  by  the  pointed  fteel,  the  lightning  flowsr 

••'  And  all  th'  expanfe  with  rich  effulgence  glows." 

We  (hall  in  vain  endeavour  to  know  with  exa&  precifion  every  production  of  Johnfon's  pen* 
He  owned  to  me,  that  he  had  written  about  forty  fermons;  but  as  I  underftood  that  he  had  given 
or  fold  them  to  different  perfons,  who  were  to  preach  them  as  their  own,  he  did  not  confider 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  them.  Would  thofe  who  were  thus  aided  by  him,  who  are  (till 
alive,  and  the  friends  of  thofe  who  are  dead,  fairly  inform  the  world,  it  would  be  obligingly 
gratifying  a  reafonable  curiofity,  to  which  there  mould,  I  think,  now  be  no  objection. — I  have 
lying  before  me,  in  his  hand- writing,  a  fragment  of  twenty  quarto  leaves,  of  a  tranflation 
into  Englifh  of  Salluft,  De  Bello  Catalhtario.  When  it  was  done  I  have  no  notion ;  but  it  feems 
to  have  no  very  fuperiour  merit  to  mark  it  as  his.  Befides  thofe  publications,  which  with  all 
my  chronological  care  I  have  afcertained  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  I  am  fatisfied,  from  internal 
evidence,  to  admit  alfo  as  genuine  the  following : 

««  Confiderations  on  the  Cafe  of  Dr.  Trapp's  Sermons,*"  publiihed  in  1739,  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine,     It.  is  a  very  ingenious  defence  uf  the  right  of  abridging  an  authour's  work, 
without  being  held  as  infringing  his  property.     This  is-  one  of  the  niceft  queftions  in  the  Law  of 
Literature ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  indulgence  of  abridging  is  often  exceedingly 
injurious  to  authours  and  bookfellers,  and  fhould  in  very  few  cafes  be  permitted. 

Dedication  for  Mrs.  Lennox  to  the  Earl  of  Middlefex,  of  her  *«  Female  Quixote,"  in  1762.+ 

Preface  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  Artifts'  Exhibition  in  1762.+ 

Preface  to  Baretti's  "  Eafy  Leffons  in  Italian  and  Englifti,"  in  1775.+ 

But,  though  it  has  been  confidently  afcribed  to  him,  I  cannot  allow  that  he  wrote  a  Dedication 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  a  book  entitled  "  The  Evangelical  Hiftory  Harmonized,"  He 
was  no  croaker  \  no  declaimer  againft  the  times.  He  would  not  have  written,  "  That  we  are  fallen 
upon  an  age  in  which  corruption  is  not  barely  univerfal,  is  univerfally  confefled."  Nor, 
49  Rapine  preys  on  the  publick  without  oppofition,  and  perjury  betrays  it  without  inquiry." 
Nor  would  he,  to  excite  a  fpeedy  reformation,  have  conjured  up  fuch  phantoms  of  terrour  as 

thefe : 
I 
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1784.  During  his  flecplefs  nights  he  amufed  himfclf  by  tranflating  into  Latin  verfc, 

V  "  ^  from  the  Greek,  many  of  the  epigrams  in  the  Anthohgia.  Thefe  tranflations, 
•with  fome  other  poems  by  him  in  Latin,  he  gave  to  his  friend  Mr.  Langton, 
who,  having  added  a  few  notes,  fold  them  to  the  bookfellers  for  a  fmall  fum, 
to.  be  given  to  fome  of  Johnfon's  relations,  which  was  accordingly  done  *  and 
they  are  printed  in  the  colleftion  of  his  works. 

A  very  erroneous  notion  has  circulated  as  to  Johnfon's  deficiency  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Grefck  language,  partly  owing  to  the  modefty  with  which, 
from  knowing  how  much  there  was  to  be  learnt,  he  ufed  to  mention  his  own 
comparative  acquifitions.  When  Mr,  Cumberland 4  talked  to  him  of  -the 
Greek  fragments  which  are:fo  well  illuftrated  in  "  The  Obferver,"  and  of 
the  Greek  dramatifts  in  general,  he  ^candidly  acknowledged  his  infufficiency 
in  that  particular  branch  of  Greek  literature.  Yet  it  may  be  faid,  that  though 
jiot  a  great,  he  was  a  good  Greek  fcholar.  Mr,  Burney,  who  is  univerfally 
acknowledged  by  the  beft  judges,  to  be  one  of  the  few  men  of  this  age  who 
are  very  eminent  for  their  (kill  in  that  noble  language,  has  affured  me,  that 
Johnfon  could  give  a  Greek  word  for  almoft  every  Englifh  one;  and  that  although 
not  fufiiciendy  converfant  in  the  niceties  of  the  language,  he  upon  fome 
.occafions  difcovered,  even  in  thefe,  a  confiderable  degree  of  critical  acumen. 
Mr.  Dalzell,  Profeflbr  of  Greek  at  Edinburgh,  whofe  (kill  in  it  is  unqueftion- 
able,  mentioned  to  me,  in  very  liberal  terms,  the  impreffion  which  was 
made  upon  him  by  Johnfon,  in  a  converfation  which  they  had  in  London 
concerning  that  language.  As  Johnfon,  therefore,  was  undoubtedly  one  of 
.the  firft  Latin  fcholars  in  modern  times,  let  us  *not  deny  to  his  fame  fome 
additional  fplendour  from  Greek. 

thefe :  "  A  few  years  longer,  and  perhaprall  endeavours  will  be  in  vain.    We  may  be  fwallowed 
;by  an  earthquake ;  we  may  be  delivered  to  our  enemies.*'     This  is  not  Johnfonian. 

There  are  indeed,  in  this  Dedication,  feveral  fentences  conftrucled  upon  the  model  of  thofc  of 
Johnfon.  But  the  imitation  of  the  form,  without  the  fpirit  of  his  ftyle,  has  been  fo  general, 
that  this  of  itfelf  is  not  fufficient  evidence.  Even  our  news-papej  writers  afpire  to  it.  In  an 
account  of  the  funeral  of  Edwin  the  comedian,  in  "  The  Diary"  of  Nov.  9,  1790,  that  fon  of 
drollery  is  thus  defcribed :  "  A  man  who  had  fo  often  cheered  the  fullennefs  of  vacancy,  and 
fufpended  the  approaches  of  forrow." 

I  have  not  thought  it  neceflary  to  fpecify  every  copy  of  verfes  written  by  Johnfon,  it  being 
my  intention  to  publifh  an  authentick  edition  of.  all  his  Poetry,  with  Notes. 

♦  Mr.  Cumberland  allures  me,  that  he  was  always  treated  with  great  courtefy  by  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who,  in  his  "  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,"  Vol.  II.  p.  68,  thus  fpeaks  of  that  learned,  ingenious, 
.andaccompliftied  gentleman  :  "  The  want  of  company  is  an  inconvenience ;  but  Mr.  Cumberland 
.is  a  million, " 

6  Ifhall 
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« 

I  fliall  now  fulfil  my  promife  of  exhibiting  fpecimens  of  various  forts  of 
imitation  of  Jahnfon's  flyle. 

In  the  "  Tratifa&ions  of  the  Royal  Irifli  Academy,  1787,"  there  is  an 
u  Eflay  on  the  Style  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,"  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Burrowes, 

whofe  refpeft  for  the  great  objeffc  of  his  criticifm *  is  thus  evinced  in  the  con- 
cluding paragraph:  "I  have  fingled  him  out  from  the  whole  body  of 
Englilh  writers,  becaufe  his  univerfally  acknowledged  beauties  would  be  moft 
apt  to  induce  imitation;  and  I  have  treated  rather  on  his  faults  than  his 
perfections,  becaufe  an  eflay  might  comprize  all  the  observations  I  could  make 
upon  his  faults,  while  volumes  would  not  be  diffident  for  a  treatife  on  his 
perfections." 

Mr.  Burrowes  has  analyfed  the  compofitipn  of  Johnfon,  and  pointed  out 
its  peculiarities  with  much  acuteneft  5  and  I  would  recommend  a  careful 
perufal  of  his  Eflay  to  thofe,  who  being  captivated  by  the  union  of  perfpicuity 
and  fplendour  which  the  writings  of  Johnfon  contain,  without  having  a  fuf- 
ficient  portion  of  his  vigour  of  mind,  may  be  in  danger  of  becoming  bad 
copyifts  of  his  manner.  I  however  cannot  but  obferve,  and  I  obferve  it  to 
his  credit,  that  this  learned  gendeman  has  himfelf  caught  no  mean  degree  of 
the  expanfion  and  harmony  which,  independent  of  all  other  circumftances, 
chara&erife  the  fentences  of  Johnfon.  Thus,  in  the  Preface  to  the  volume 
in  which  his  Eflay  appears,  we  find,  "  If  it  be  faid  that  in  focieties  of  this 
foft,  too  much  attention  is  frequently  beftowed  on  fubje&s  barren  and  Specu- 
lative, it  may  be  anfwered,  that  no  one  fcience  is  fo  little  .conrie&ed  wi th  the 
reft,  as  not  to  afford  many  principles  whofe  ufe  may  extend  considerably 
beyond  the  fciehce  to  which  they  primarily  belong ;  and  that  no  propofitiofi 
is  fo  purely  eheoretical  as  to  be  totally  incapable  of  being  applied  to  praftical 
purpofes.  There  is  no  apparent  connexion  between  duration  and  the  cycloidal 
arch,  the  properties  of  which  duly  attended  to,  have  furniflied  us  with  our 
beft  regulated  methods  of  rneaforing  time :  and  he  who  has  macte  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  nature  and  affections  of  the  logarithmick  curve,  is  not  aware 
that  he  has  advanced  confiderably  towards  ascertaining  the  proportionable 
«k*jfity  of  the  air  at  its  various  distances  from  the  furface  of  the  earth." 

». 

5  We  mud  faife  **  a  Hub  inaccuracy  of  metaphor  in  the  Preface  to  the  Trartfajftioss,  which 
is  written  by  Mr.  Burrowes.  The  critkk  of  the  ftjU  of  John/on  having,  with  a  jutft  zeal  for 
literature,  obferved,  that  the  whole  nation  are  called  on  to  exert  themfelves,  afterwards  fays : 
"  1  hey  are  called  on  by  every  (ye  which  can  have  a  laudable  influence  on  the  heart  of  man." 

Vol.  II.  4  C  The 
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The  ludicrous  imitators  of  Johnfpn's  ftyle  arc  innumerable.  Their  general 
method  is  to  accumulate  hard  words,  without  confidering,  that  although  he 
was  fond  of  introducing  them  occafionally,  there  is  not  a  fingle  fentence  in 
ill  his  writings  where  they  are  crowded  together,  as  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the 
following  imaginary  Ode  by  him  to  Mrs.  Thrale  \  which  appeared  in  the 
news -papers : 

<c  Cervifial  coffor's  viduate  dame, 
**  Opin'ft  thou  this  gigantick  frame,/ 

"  Procumbing  at  thy  fhrine : 
"  Shall,  catenated  by  thy  charms, 
cc  A  captive  in  thy  ambient  arms, 

"  Perennially  be  thine  ?." 

This,  and  a  thoufand  other  fuch.  attempts,  are  totally  unlike  the  original, 
which  the  writers  imagined,  they  were  turning  into  ridicule.  There  is  not: 
fimilarity  enough  for  burleique,  or  even  for  caricature. 

Mr.  Colman,  in  his  "  Profe  on  feveral  Occafions,"  has  cc  A  Letter  from. 
Lexiphanes  j  containing  Propofals  for  a  Glojfary  or  Vocabulary  of  the  Vulgar 
Tongue:  intended  as  a  Supplement  to  a  larger  Dictionary."  It  is  evidently 
meant  as  a  fportive  fally  of  ridicule  on  Johnfon,  whofe  ftyle  is  thus  imitated, 
without  being  grofely  overcharged.  "  It  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  the  idle  and 
illiterate  will  complain  that  I  have  increafed  their  labours  hy  endeavouring 
to  dimiiufh  them;,  and  that. I  have  explained  what  is  more  eafy  by  what  is 
more  difficult— ignotum  per  ignotius.  I  expeft,  on  the  other  hand,  the  liberal 
acknowledgements  of  the  learned.  He  who  is  buried  in  fcholafldck  retire- 
ment, fecluded  from  the  aflemblies  of  the  gay,  and  remote  from  the  circles 
of  the  police,  will  at  once  comprehend  the  definitions,  .and  be  grateful  for  fuch ; 
a.feafonable  and  neceflary  elucidation  of  his  mother  tongue."  Annexed  to 
this  letter  is  a  Ihort  fpecimen  of  the  work,  thrown  together  in  a  vague  and 
defultory  manner,  not  even  adhering  to  alphabetical  concatenation  7. . 

The- 

*  Johnfon's  wilhing  to  unite  himfelf  with  this  rich"  widow  was  much  talked  of,  but  I  believe 
without  foundation.  .The  report,  however,  gave  oecafionfor  a  poem,  not  without  chara&eriftical : 
merit,  entitled,   ««  Ode-  to  -Mrs.  Thrale, .  by  Samuel  Johnfon,-  LL.  D.    oa  their  fuppofod  . 
approaching  Nuptials  :"  printed  for- Mr.  Faulderi  in  Bond-ftreet. . 

7  "  ^^^/^/^^Ctrnglomeration  and  confufion# 

"  Hodge-podge — A  culinary  mixture  of  heterogeneous  ingredients ;  applied  metaphorically  to  : 
alt  discordant  combinations* . 
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The  fcrious  imitators  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  whether  intentionally  or  by  the      17R4. 
imperceptible  effeft  of  its  ftrength  and  animation,  are,  as  I  have  had  already  ^tatv,  7V 
occafion  to  obferve,  fo  many,  that  I  might  introduce  quotations  from  a  great 
proportion  of  the  writers  in  our  language,  fince  he  appeared.     I  (hall  point 
out  only  the  following. 

William  Robertson,  D.D. 

cc  In  other  parts  of  the  globe,  man,  in  his  rudeft  ftate,  appears  as  lord  of 
the  creation,  giving  law  to  various  tubes  of  animals  which  he  has  tamed  and 
reduced  to  fubje&ion.  The  Tartar  follows  his  prey  on  the  horfe  which  he  has 
reared,  or  tends  his  numerous  herds,  which  furnilh  him  both  with  food  and 
clothing  -,  the  Arab  has  rendered  the  camel  docile,  and  avails  himfelf  of  its 
perfevering  ftrength ;  the  Laplander  has  formed  the  rein-deer  to  be  fubfervient 
to  his  will  j  and  even  the  people  of  Kamfchatka  have  trained  their  dogs  to 
labour.  This  command  over  the  inferiour  creatures  is  one  of  the  nobleft 
prerogatives  of  man,  and  among  the  greateft  efforts  of  his  wifdom  and  power. 
Without  this,  his  dominion  is  incomplete.  He  is  a  monarch  who  has  no 
fubjefts  j  a  mafter  without  fervants ;  and  muft  perform  every  operation  by  the 
ftrength  of  his  own  arm 8." 

Edward  Gibbon,  Efq* 

cc  Of-  all  our  paffions  and  appetites,  the  love  of  power  is  of  the  moft 
imperious  and  unfociable  nature,  fince  the  pride  of  one  man  requires  the  fub- 
miifion  of  die  multitude.  In  the  tumult  of  civil  difcord  the  laws  of  fociety 
lofe  their  force,  and  their  place  is  feldom  fupplied  by  thofe  of  humanity. 
The  ardour  of  contention,  the  pride  of  vidtory,  the  deipair  of  fuccefs,  the 
memory  of  pad  injuries,  and  the  fear  of  future  dangers,  all  contribute  to 
inflame  the  mind,  and  to  filence  the  voice  of  pity  V' 

■ 

t€  Tit  fir  Tat — Adequate  retaliation. 

"  Sbillj  Sballj— Hefitation  and  irrefolutioiu 

**  Fee!  fa!  fum /— Gigantick  intonations* 

"  Rigmarole— -Difcourfe,  incoherent  and  rhapfodical. 

"  Crincum^rancum^lAnts  of  irregularity  and  involution* 

"  Z)/*£-^w£— Tintinabulary  chimes,  ufed  metaphorically  to  figuify  dtfpatch  and  vehemence/* 

•  "  Hiftoiy  of  America,"  Vol.  I.  quarto,  p.  33a. 

»  "  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire/'  Vol.  I.  Chap.  IV, 

4C2  Mift 
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I 

Mifs  Bur  if  by. 

"  My  family  mHtaking  ambition  for  honour,  and  rank  for  dignity,  have 
long  planned  a  fplendid  connection  for  me,  to  which,  though  my  invariable 
repugnance  has  flopped  any  advances,,  their  wifhes  and  their  views  immoveabty 
adhere.  I  am  but  too  certain  they  will  now  liften '  to  no  other.  I  dread 
therefore  to  make  a  trial  where  I  delpair  of  fuccefs ;  I  know  not  how  to  rilk 
a  prayer  with  thofe  who  may  filence  me  by  a  command  V 

Reverend  Mr.  Nares*. 

cc  In  an  enlightened  and  improving  age,  much  perhaps  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  inroads  of  mere  caprice  j  at  fuch  a  period  it  will  generally 
be  perceived,  that  needlefe  irregularity  is  the  worft  of  all  deformities,  and 
that  nothing  is  fo  truly  elegant  in  language  as  the  fimplicity  of  unviolated 
analogy.— Rules  will  therefore  be  obferved,  fo  far  as  they  are  known  and 
acknowledged :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  defire  of  improvement  having 
been  once  excited  will  not  remain  ina&ivej  and  its  efforts,  unlels  afBfted  by 
knowledge,  as  much  as  they  are  prompted  by  zeal,  will  not  .unfrequcmly  be 
found  pernicious ;  fo  that  the  very  perfons  whofe  intention  it  is  to  perfect 
the  inftrument  of  reafon,  will  deprave  and  diforder  it  unknowingly.  At  fuch 
a  time,  then,  it  becomes  peculiarly  neceflary  that  the  analogy  of  language 
fhould  be  fully  examined  and  underftood ;  that  its  rules  ihould  be  carefully 
laid  down;  and  that  it  fhould  be  clearly  known  how  much  it  contains, 
which  being  already  right  fhould  be  defended  from  change  and  violation : 
how  much  it  has  that> demands  amendment  $  and  how  much  that,  for  fear  of 
greater  inconveniences,  muft  perhaps  be  left  unaltered,  though  irregular." 

A  diftinguHhed  anthour  in  "  The  Mirror  V*  a  periodical  paper  publiflied 
at  Edinburgh,  has  imitated  Joihnfon  very  ciofely.  Thus,  in  No.  16— •«*  The 
effefts  of  the  return  of  lpring  have  been  frequently  remarked  as  well  in 

•  «  Cecilia/'  Book  VII.  Chap.  I. 

*  The  pafTage  which  I  quote  is  taken  from  that  gentleman's  "  Element*  of  Orthoepy; 
containing  a  diftinft  View  of  the  whole  Analogy  of  the  English  Language,  fo  far  as  relates 
to  Pronunciation,  Accent  9  and  Quantity"  London,  1784.  I  beg  leave,  to  offer  my  partkular 
acknowledgements  to  the  anthour  of  a  work  of  uncommon  merit  and  great  utility.  I  know  no 
book  which  contains,  in  the  fame  compafs,  more  teaming,  polite  literature,  found  fenfc,  accu- 
racy of  arrangement,  and  perfpicuity  of  expreflkHv 

3  That  collection  was  prefcnted  to  Dr.  John/on  I  believe  by  its  authours ;  and  I  heard  him 
fpeak  very  well  of  it. 

relation 
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relation  to  the  human  mind  as  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  world.    The      »784* 
reviving  power  of  this  feafon  has  been  traced  from  the  fields  to  the  herds  that  ^J^TT 
inhabit  them,  and  from  the  lower  clafles  of  beings  up  to  man.     Gladnefs  and 
joy  are  defcribed  as  prevailing  through  univerfal  Nature,  animating  the  low 
of  the  catde,  the  carol  of  the  birds,  and  the  pipe  of  the  fhepherd." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Knox,  mafter  of  Tunbridge  fchool,  appears  to  have 
the  imitare  aveo  of  Johnfon's  ftyle  perpetually  in  his  mind  i  and  to  his  afliduous 
ftudy  of  it  we  may  pardy  afcribe  the  extenfive  popularity  of  his  writings  4. 

In  his  cc  Effays,  Moral  and  Literary,"  No.  3,  we  find  the  following 
paflage : — cc  The  polilh  of  external  grace  may  indeed  be  deferred  till  the 
approach  of  manhood.  When  folidity  is  obtained  by  purfuing  the  modes 
prefcribed  by  our  forefathers,  then  may  the  file  be  ufed.  The  firm  fubftance 
will  bear  attrition,  and  the  luftre  then  acquired  will  be  durable." 

There  is,  however,  one  in  No.  1 1,  which  is  blown  up  into  fuch  tumidity 
as  to  be  truly  ludicrous.  The  writer  means  to  tell  us,  that  Members  of 
Parliament,  who  have  run  in  debt  by  extravagance,  will  fell  their  votes  to 
avoid  an  arreft  *,  which  he  thus  expreffes : — "  They  who  build  houfes 
and  colled  coftly  pi&ures  and  furniture,  with  the  money  of  an  honeft 
artifan  or  mechanick,  will  be  very  glad  of  emancipation  from  the  hands  of 
a  bailiff,  by  a  fale  of  their  fenatorial  fuffrage." 

But  I  think  the^  moft  perfedt  imitation  of  Johnfon  is  a  profeffed  one, 
entitled  cc  A  Criticifm  on  Gray's  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard,"  faid  to 
be  written  by  Mr,  Youno,  Profeffor  of  Greek  at  Glafgow,  and  of  which  let 
him  have  the  credit,  unlefs  a  better  title  can  be  fhewn.  It  has  not  only  the 
peculiarities  of  Johnfon's  ftyle,  but  that  very  fpecies  of  literary  difcuffion  and 
illuftration  for  which  he  was  eminent.  Having,  already  quoted  fo  much  from 
others,  I  fhall  refer  the  curious  to  this  performance,  with  an  affurancc  of 
much  entertainment. 

Yet  whatever  merit  there  may  be  in  any  imitations  of  Johnfon's  ftyle, 
every  good  judge  muft  fee  that  they  are  obvioufly  different  from  the  original ; 
for  all  of  them  are  either  deficient  in  its  force,  or  overloaded  with  its  pecu- 
liarities ;  and  the  powerful  fentiment  to  which  it  is  fuited  is  not  to  be  found. 

♦  It  were  to  be  wilhed,  that  he  had  imitated  that  great  man  in  every  refpeel,  and  had  not 
followed  the  example  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  ungracioufly  attacking  his  venerable  Alma  Mater, 
Oxford. 

5  Mr.  Knox,  In  hi»  **  Moral  and  Literary  AbftracUon/'  may  be  excufed  for  not  knowing 
the  political  regulations  of  his  country.    No  fenator  can  be  in  tht  hands  of  a  bailiff. 

Johnfon's 
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Johrifon's  affedtton  for  his  departed  relations  feemed  to  grow  warmer' as  he 
-•approached*  nearer  to  the  time  when  he  might  hope  to  fee  them  again.  It 
-probably  appeared  to  him  that  he  fhould  upbraid  himfelf  with  unkind  inatten- 
tion, were  he  to  leave  the  world,  without  having  paid  a  tribute  of  refpeft  to 
.their  memory. 

To  Mr.  Green,  apothecary,  at  Lichfield. 

*«  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  enclofed  the  Epitaph6  for  my  Father,  Mother,  and 
.Brother,  to  -be  all  engraved  on  the  large  fize,  and  laid  in  the  middle  aifle  iu 
St.  Michael's  church,  which  I  requeft  the  clergyman  and  church- wardens  to 

permit. 

"  The  firft  care  muft  be  to  find  the  exaft  place  of  interment,  that  the 
ftone  may  proted  the  bodies.  Then  let  the  ftone  be  deep,  maffy,  and  hard* 
,and  do  not  let  the  difference  of  ten  pounds,  or  more,  defeat  our  purpofe. 

«  I  have  enclofed  ten  pounds,  and  Mrs.  Porter  will  pay  you  ten  more, 
which  I  gave  her  for  the  fame  purpofe.  What  more%is  wanted  (hall  be  fent; 
and  I  beg  that  all  poffible  hafte  may  be  made,  for  I  wifh  to  have  it  done 
while  I  am  yet  alive.  Let  me  know,  dear  Sir,  that  you  receive  this.  I 
Am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

«  Dec.*,  1784.  .  Sam.  Johnson." 

To  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  in  Lichfield. 

*c  Dear  Madam, 

«  I  am  very  ill,  and  defire  your  prayers.  I  have  lent  Mr,  Green 
the  Epitaph,  and  a  power  to  call  on  you  for  ten  pounds. 

«  I  laid  this  fummer  a  ftone  over  Tetty,  in  the  chapel  of  Bromley  in 
Kent.  The  infeription  is  in  Latin,  of  which  this  is  the  Englifh.  [Here 
a  t ran flation.] 

"  That  this  is  done,  I  thought  it  fit  that  you  fhould  know.  What  care 
will  be  taken  of  us,  who  can  tell  ?  May  God  pardon  and  blefs  us,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  fake.     I  am,  &c. 

«  Dec. 2,  1784.  Sam.  Johnson." 

« 

•  No  man  nnderftood  that  fpecies  of  compofition  better  than  Johnfon.  I  fhould  have  men- 
tioned in  1773,  his  Epitaph  on  Mrs.  Bel],  wife  of  his  friend  John  Bjsll,  Efq.  It  is  printed  ia 
Jus  Works,  as  well  as  the  above. 

My 
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My  readers  are  now  at  laft  to  behold  Samuel  Johnson  preparing  himfelf  1784. 
fbr  that  doom  from  which  the  mod  exalted  powers  afford  no  exemption  to  %jb^~1~/ 
mam  Death  had  always  been  to  him  an  obje<5b  of  terrour ;  fo  that  though 
by  no  means  happy;  he  ftill  clung  to  life  with  an  eagernefs  at  which  many  have 
wondered.  At  any  time  when  he  was  ill,  he  was  very  much  pleafed  to  be  told 
that  he  looked  better.  An  ingenious  member  of  the  Eumelian  Club7  informs 
me,  that  upon  one  occafion  when  he  faid  to  him  that  he  faw  health  returning 
to  his  cheek,  Johnfon  feized  him  by  the  hand  and  exclaimed,  "  Sir,,  you  are 
one  of  tl\e  kindeft  friends  I  ever  had." 

His  own  ftate  of  his  views  of  futurity  will  appear  truly  rational,  and  may 
perhaps  imprefs  the  unthinking  with  ferioufnefs. 

"  You  know  (fays  he  * )  I  never  thought  confidence  with  relpeft  to  futurity 
any  part  of  the  charafter  of  a  brave,  a  wife,  or  a  good  man.  Bravery  has 
no  place  where  it  can  avail  nothing ;  wifdom  imprefles  ftrongly  the  confciouA 
nefs  of  thofe  faults,  of  which  it  is  perhaps  itfelf  an  aggravation ;  and  goodnefs, 
always  wilhing  to  be  better,  and  imputing  every  deficience  to  criminal  negligence, 
and  every  fault  to  voluntary  corruption,  never  dares  to  fuppofe  the  condition 
of  forgivenefs  fulfilled,  nor  what  is.  wanting  in  the  crime  fupplied  by 
penitence.. 

"  This  is  the  flfate  of  the  beft: ;  but  what  muff  be  the  condition  of  him 
whofe  heart  will  not  fuffer  him  to  rank  himfelf  among  the  beft,  or  among . 
the  good  ?     Such  muft  be  his  dread  of  the  approaching  trial,  as  will  leave 
him  litde  attention  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  whom  he  is  leaving  for  ever  \  and 
the  ferenity  that  is  not  felt,  it  can  be  no  virtue  to  feign/* 

His  great  fear  of  death,  and  the  ftrange  dark  manner  in  which  Sir  John  - 
Hawkins  imparts  the  uneafinefs  which  he  exprefied  on  account  of  offences 
with  which  he  charged  himfelf,  may  give  occafion  to  injurious  fufpicions,  as 
if  there  had  been  fomething  of  more  than  -ordinary  criminality  weighing  upon, 
his  confeience.     On  that  account,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  the  regard  to 
truth  which  he  inculcated  9,  I  am  to  mention,  (with  all  poflible  relpeft  and  1 

7  A  Club  in  London,  founded  by  the  learned  and  ingenious  phyfician,  Dr.  A(h,  in  honour  of 
whofe  name  it  was  called  Eumelian t  from  the  Greek  E«y*tAi«* ;  though  it  was  warmly  contended, 
and  even  put  to  a  vote,  that  it  mould  have  the  more  obvious  appellation  of  Fraxinean,  from  the 
Latin. 

•  "  letters  to  Mrs.  Thralc,"  Vol.  IT.  p.  350.. 

*  See  what  he  faid  to  Mr,  Malonc,  p.  356  of  this  volume, . 

delicacy; 


.1 
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delicacy  however,)  that  his  conduft  after  he  came  to  London,  and  had 
afibciated  with  Savage  and  others,  was  not  fo  ftridjy  virtuous,  in  one  refpeft, 
as  when  he  was  a  younger  man.  It  was  well  known,  that  his  amorous  incli- 
nations  were  uncommonly  ftrong  and  impetuous*  He  owned  to  many  of 
his  friends,  that  he  ufed  to  take  women  of  the  town  to  taverns,  and  hear 
them  relate  their  hiftory.-^Jn  Ihort,  it  muft  not  be  concealed,  that  like  many 
other  good  and  pious  men,  amongft  whom  we  may  place  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
upon  his  own  authority,  Johnfon  was  not  free  from  propenfiries  which  were 
ever  cr  warring  againft  the  law  of  his  mind," — and  that  in  his  combats  with 
them,  he  was  fometimes  overcome. 

Here  let  the  profane  and  licentious  paufe ; — let  them  not  thoughtiefsly  fay 
that  Johnfon  was  an  hypocrite,  or  that  his  principles  were  not  firm,  becaufe  his 
pralfice  was  not  uniformly  conformable  to  what  he  profefled. 

Let  the  queftion  be  confidered  independent  of  moral  and  religious  affocia- 
tion  y  and  no  man  will  deny  that  thoufands,  in  many  inftanees,  aft  againft 
convidtion.  Is  a  prodigal,  for  example,  an  hypocrite,  when  he  owns  he  is 
fatisfied  that  his  extravagance  will  bring  him  to  ruin  and  mifery  ?  We  are 
Jure  he  believes  it;  but  immediate  inclination,  ftrengthened  by  indulgence, 
prevails  over  that  belief  in  influencing  his  conduct.  Why  then  ihail  credit 
be  refufed  to  the  ftneerity  of  thofe  who  acknowledge  their  perfuafion  of  moral 
and  religious  duty,  yet  fometimes  fail  of  living  as  it  requires  ?  I  heard  Pr. 
Johnfon  once  obferve,  "  There  is  fomcthing  noble  in  publifliing  truth, 
though  it  condemns  one's  felf1."  And  one  who  faid  in  his  prefence,  <che 
had  no  notion  of  people  being  in  earneft  in  their  good  profeflions, 
*whofe  praftice  was  not  fuitable  to  them,"  was  thus  reprimanded  by 
him  :< — "  Sir,  are  you  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  human  nature  as  not  to  know 
that  a  man  may  be  very  fuicere  in  good  principles,  without  having  good 
practice1?" 

But  let  no  man  encourage  or  foothe  himfelf  in  "prefumptuous  fin,"  from 
knowing  that  Johnfon  was  fometimes  hurried  into  indulgences  which  he 
thought  criminal.  I  have  exhibited  this  circumftance  as  a  fhade  in  fo  great 
a  charafter,  both  from  my  facred  love  of  truth,  and  to  fhew  that  he  was  not 
fo  weakly  fcriipulous  as  he  has  been  feprefented  by  thofe  who  imagine  that 
the  fins  of  which  a  deep  fenfc  was  upon  his  mind,  were  merely  fuch  little 
venial  trifles  as  pouring  milk  into  his  tea  on  Good-Friday.      His  under- 

1  "  Journal  of  *  Tour  to  the  Hebrides/*  3d  edit.  p.  209.  *  Ibid.  p.  374. 

3  (landing 
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Handing  will  be  defended  by  my  ftatement,  if  his  confiftency  of  conduft  «7S^1- 
be  in  fome  degree  impaired.  But  what  wife  man  would,  for  momentary  grati-  ^^^  -  j# 
fications,  deliberately  fubje6t  himfelf  to  fu  ffcr  fuch  uneafinefs  as  we  find  was 
experienced  by  Johnfon  in  reviewing  his  conduft  as  compared  with  his 
notion  of  the  ethicks  of  the  gofpel  ?  Let  the  following  paflages  be  kept  in 
remembrance : — cc  O  God,  giver  and  preferver  of  all  life,  by  whofe  power  I 
♦was  created,  and  by  whofe  providence  I  am  fuftained,  look  down  upon  me 
with  tendernefs  and  mercy  j  grant  that  I  may  not  have  been  created  to  be 
finally  deftroyed ;  that  I  may  not  be  preferved  to  add  wickednefs  to  wicked- 
nefs  V— - c<  O  Lord,  let  me  not  fink  into  total  depravity  j  look  down  upon 
me,  and  refcue  me  at  laft  from  the  captivity  of  fin  V— "  Almighty  and  moll 
merciful  Father,  who  haft  continued  my  life  from  year  to  year,  grant  that  by 
longer  life  I  may  become  lefs  defirous  of  finful  plealures,  and  more  careful  of 
eternal  happinefsV— -^ «  Let  not  my  years  be  multiplied  to  increafe  my  guilt;  butt 
as  my  age  advances,  let  me  become  more  pure  in  my  thoughts,  more  regular 
in  my  defires,  and  more  obedient  to  thy  laws  V— cc  Forgive,  O  merciful 
Lord,  whatever  I  have  done  contrary  to  thy  laws.  Give  me  fuch  a  fenfe  of 
my  wickednefs  as  may  produce  true  contrition  and  effe&ual  repentance ;  fo 
that  when  I  fhall  be  called  into  another  ftate,  I  may  be  received  among  the 
finners  to  whom  forrow  and  reformation  have  obtained  pardon,  for  Jesu? 
Christ's  fake.    Amen  7." 

Such  was  the  diftrefe  of  mind,  fuch  the  penitence  of  Johnfon  in  his  hours 
of  privacy,  and  in  his  devout  approaches  to  his  Maker,  His  fincerity  there- 
fore muft  appear  to  every  candid  mind  unqueftionable. 

It  is  of  efiential  confequence  to  keep  in  view,  that  there  was  in  this  excel* 
lent  man's  condu ft  no  falfe  principle  of  commutation,  no  deliberate  indulgence 
in  fin,  in  confideration  of  a  counterbalance  of  duty.  His  offending,  and  his 
repenting,  were  diftindt  and  feparate  * :  and  when  we  confider  his  almoft 
unexampled  attention  to  truth,  his  inflexible  integrity,  his  conftant  piety, 
who  will  dare  to  "  caft  a  ftone"  at  him  ?  Befides,  let  it  never  be  forgotten, 
that  he  cannot  be  charged  with  any  offence  indicating  badnefs  of  heart >  any 

a  ««  Prayers  and  Meditations/9  p.  47.         *  Ibid.  p.  68*         s  Ibid*  84*         *  Ibid.  1  zo, 

7  Ibid*  p.  13  a. 

*  Dr.  Johnfon  related,  with  an  earneftnefs  of  approbation,  a  ftory  of  a  gentleman,  who,  in  an 
impulfii  of  paffion,  overcame  the  virtue  of  a  young  woman.  When  (he  faid  to  him,  "  I  am 
afraid  we  hare  done  wrong!"  he  anfwercd,  "  Ye*,  we  have  done  wrong;— for  I  would  not 
debauch  her  mind" 

Vol,  II.  4  Br  thing 
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i7g4*  thing  difhoneft,  bafe,  or  malignant  j  but  that,  on  the  -  contrary,  hfe  was  . 
XulU7sI  charitable  in  an  extraordinary  degree :  fo  that  even  in  one  of  his  own  rigid 
judgements  of  himfelf,  (Eafter-eve,,i78i,)  while  he  fays,  "  I  have  correfted 
no  external  habits ;"  he  is  obliged  to  own,  "  I  hope  that  fince  my  laft 
communion  I  have  advanced  by  pious  refleftions  in  my  fubmiflion  to  God, 
and  my  benevolence  to  man9/' 

I  am  confcious  that  this  is  the  moft  difficult  and  dangerous  part  of  my 
biographical  work,  and  I  cannot  but  be  very  anxious  concerning  it.  I  truft 
that  I  have  got  through  it,  preferring  at  once-  my  regard  to  truth-*-to  my 
friend— and  to  the  interefts  of  virtue  and  religion.  Nor  can  I  apprehend  that 
more  harm  can  enfue  from  the  knowledge  of  the  irregularity  of  Johnfon, 
guarded  as  I  have  ftated  it,  than,  from  knowing  that  Addifon  and  Parnell '. 
were  intemperate  in  the  ule  of  wine  \  which  Johnfon  Jiimfelf,  in  his  Lives  of ; 
thofe  celebrated  writers,  and  pious  men,  has  not  forborne  to  record. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  al  very  minute  detail  of  the  particulars  of/ 
Johnfon's  remaining  days,  of  whom  it  it  was  now  evident,  that  the  crifis  was  . 
fail  approaching,  when  he  muft  cc  die  like  tnen>  .and  fall  like  one  of  the  Princes."  * 
Yet  it  will  be  inftruftive,  as  well  as  gratifying  to  the  curiofity  of  my  readers,  . 
to  record  a  few  circumftances,  on  the  authenticity  of  which  they  may  per- 
fedtiy  rely,  as  I  have  been  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  obtain  them  from  the  beft . 
authority. 

Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Brocklefby,  Dr.  Warren,,  and  Dr. -Butter,  phyficians, , 
generoufly  attended  him,  without  accepting  of  any  fees,  as  did  Mr.  Cruiklhank, 
furgeon ;  and  all  that  could  be  done  from  profeflional  (kill  and  ability  was 
'  tried,  •  to  prolong  a  life  fo  truly  valuable.  He  himfelf,  indeed,  having  on 
account  of  his  very  bad  conftitution  been  perpetually  applying  himfelf  to 
medical  inquiries,  united  his  own  efforts  with  thofe  of  the  gendemen  who 
attended  him ;  and  imagining  that,  the  dropfical  colle&ion  of  water  which 
oppreffed  him,  might  be  drawn  off,,  by  making  iqcifions  in  his  body,  he*  with 
his  ufual  refolute  defiance  of  pain,  cut  deep,  when  he  thought  that  his 
furgeon  had  done  it  too  tenderly f. 

»  "  Prayers  and  Meditations/'  p.  192. 

■•  This  bold  experiment,  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  related  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fuggefr  a  charge 
again!*  Johnfon  of  intentionally  haftening  his  end;  a  charge  fo  very  inconfiftent  with  his 
character  in  every  refpeft,  that  it  is  injurious  even  to  refute  it,  as  Sir  John  has  thought  it  neccf- 
fary  to  do.  It  is  evident,  that  what  Johnfon  did  in  hopes  of  relief  indicated  an  cxtraordinaiy 
cagernefs  to  retard  his  diffolution. 

AbouC 
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About  eight  or  ten  -days  before  his  death,  when  Dr.  Brocklefby  paid  him     *  784« 
Ihis  morning  vifit,  he  feemed  very  low  and  defponding,  and  faid, "  I  have  jgtae,  w% 
;  been  as  a  dying  man  all  night."    He  then  emphatically  broke  out,  in  the 
•words  of  Shakfpeare, 

V 

w  Can'ft  thou  not  minifter  to  a  mind  difeas'd  ? 
€€  Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  forrow  ? 
«  Raze  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain  ? 
«  And  with  fome  fweet  oblivious  antidote, 
cc  Gleanfe  the  full  bofom  of  that  perilous  ftuff, 
u  Which  weighs  upon  the  heart." 

To  which  Dr.  Brocklefby  readily  anfwered  from  the  fame  great  poet  i 

«  ■  therein  the  patient 

"  Muft  minifter  unto  himfelf." 

.Johnfon  exprefled  himfelf  much  fatisfied  with  the  application* 

On  another  day  after  this,  when  talking  on  the  iubjeft  of  prayer,  D/> 
JJrocklefby  repeated  from  Juvenal, 


€C  Orandum  eft  tit  Jit  mens /ana  in  ctrporefano, 

-and  £o  on  to  the  end  of  the  tenth  fatire  $  but  in  running  it  quickly  over 
he  happened  in  the  line 

u  tQuiJpatium  vita  extremum  intft muntra  pnat? 


to  pronounce  fupr mum  for  extremum  $  at  which  Johnfbn's  critical  ear  inftantly 
Sook  offence,  and  difcourfing  vehemently  on  the  unmetrieal  effett  of  fuch  a 
vbpie,  he  (hewed  himfelf  as  full  as  ever  of  the  Ipirit  of  the  grammarian. 

Having  no  near  relations,  it  had  been  for  fome  time  Johnfori's  intention  to 
make  a  liberal  provifion  for  hia  faithful  fervant,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  whom 
he  looked  upon  as  particularly  under  his  prote&ion,  and  whom  he  had  all 
along  treated  truly  as  an  humble  friend.  Having  afked  Dr.  Brocklefby  what 
would  be  a  proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a  favourite  fervant,  and  being  anfwered 
that  it  muft  depend  on  the  circumftances  of  the  mafter  j  and  that  in  the  cafe 
of  a  nobleman  fifty  pounds  a  year  was  confidered  as  an  adequate  reward  for 
many  years  faithful  fervice.  "  Then  (laid  Johnfon)  fhall  I  be  nobiUJJimus, 
for  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  feventy  pounds  a  year,  and  I  defire  you  to  tell 
him  to."    It  is  ftrange,  however,  to  think,  that  Johnfon  was  not  free  from 

4D2  that 
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that  general  weaknefs  of  being  averfe  to  execute  a  win,  fo  that  he  delayed 
it  from  time  to  time ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  John  Hawkins's  repeatedly 
urging  it,  I  think  it  is  probable  that  hu  kind  refolution  would  not  have 
been  fulfilled.  After  making  one  which,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins  informs  us, 
extended  no  further  than  the  promifed  annuity,  Johnfbn's  final  difpofition  of 
his  property  was  eftabliftied  by  a  Will  and  Codicil,  of  which,  copies  are 
fubjoined  \ 

The 

*  "  In  the  name  op  God,  Amen".  I  Samuel  Johnson,  being  in  full  pofleffion  of 
my  faculties,  but  fearing  this  night  may  put  an  end  to  my  life,  do  ordain  this  my  laft  Will  and 
Teftament.  I  bequeath  to  God  a  foul  polluted  with  many  fins,  but  I  hope  purified  by  Jxsut 
Christ.— I  leave  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  the  hands  of  Bennet  Langton,  Efq.  thrte 
hundred  pounds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Perkins,  brewers ;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Percy,  Bifhop  of  Dromore  j  one  thoufand  pounds,  three  per  cent*- 
annuities,  in  the  publick  funds  ;  and  one  hundred  pounds  now  lying  by  me  in  ready  money :  all 
thefe  before-mentioned  fums  and  property  I  leave,  I  fay,  to  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  Seott,  of  Doctors  Commons,  in  truft,  for  the  following  ufes  :-*- 
That  is  to  fay,  to  pay  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  William  Innys,  bookfeller,  in  St.  Paul's 
Church-yard,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds ;  to  Mrs.  White,  my  female  fervant,  one  hundred 
pounds  flock  in  the  three  per  cenu  annuities  aforefaid.  The  reft  of  the  afore/aid  fums  of  money 
and  property,  together  with  my  books,  plate,  and  houfc-hold  furniture,  I  leave,  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  Scott,  alfo  in  truft,  to  be 
applied,  after  paying  my  debts,  to  the  ufe  of  Francis  Barber,  my  man~fervant,  a  negro,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  they  (hall  judge  moft  fit  and  available  to  his  benefit.  And  I  appoint  the  afore- 
faid Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  Scott,  fole  executors  of  this  my 
laft  will  and  teftament,  hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  and  teftaments  whatever.  In  witnefc 
whereof  I  hereunto  fubfcribe  my  name,  and  affix  my  feal,  this  eighth  day  of  December,  1784. 

"  Sam.  Johnson,  (L.  S.) 

"  Signed,  fealed,  publifhed,  declared,  and  delivered  by  the  (aidteftator,  as  his  laft  will  and 
teftament,  in  the  prefence  of  us,  the  word  tw  being  firft  inferted  in  the  oppofitt  page/ 

"  Georgb  Strahan. 
"  John  Dbsmoulins." 

"BY  way  of  Codicil  to  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  I  Samuel  Johnson,  give,  devife, 
and  bequeath,  my  mcfluage  or  tenement,  fituate  at  Lichfield,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Mrs.  Bond,  of  Lichfield  aforefaid,.  or  of  Mr* 
Hinchman,  her  under-tenant,  to  my  executors  in  truft,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame; 
and  the  money  arifing  from  fuch  (ale  I  give  and  bequeath  as  follows,  viz.  to  Thomas  and 
Benjamin  the  fons  of  Fifher  Johnfon,  hte  of  Leicefter,  and  ■  Whiting,   daughter  of 

Thomas  Johnfon,  late  of  Coventry,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  the  faid  Thomas  Johnfon,  one 
full  and  equal  fourth  part  each ;  but  in  cafe  there  mail  be  more  grand-daughters  than  one  of  the 
faid  Thomas  Johnfon,  living  at  the  time  of  my  deceafe,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  part  or  fhare  of 
that  one  to,  and  equally  between  fuch  grand-daughters.    I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Reverend 

Mr. 
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The  oonfidtration  of  the  numerous  papers  of  which  he  was  poflcflcd,     17*4* 
feerns  to  have  to  have  ftruck  Johnfon's  ooind  with  a  fudden  anxiety,  and  £^T^ 

as 

Mr,  Rogers,  of  Berkley,  near  Froome,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  the  fam  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  requefting  him  to  apply  the  fame.towards^he  maintenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  1  una  tick." 
I  alfo  give  and  bequeath  to  my  god-children,  the  foa  and  daughter  of  Mauritius  Lowe,  pointer, 
each  of  them,  one  hundred  pounds  of  my  flock  in  the  three  per  cent,  confblidated  annuities,  to 
be  applied  and  difpofed  of  by  and  at  the  difcretion  of  my  Executors,  in  the  education  or  fettle* 
rnent  in  the  world  of  them  my  faid  legatees*'    Alfo  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Sit  John  Hawkins, 
one  of  my  Executors,  die  Annates  Ecctefiaftici  of  Baronius,    and  Holingfhed's  and  Stowe's 
Chronicles,  and  alfo  an  octavo  Common  Prayer  Book*    To  Bennet  Langton,  Efq.  I  gife  and 
bequeath  my  Polyglot  Bible.    To  Sir  JoAiua  Reynolds,  ray  great  French  Dictionary,  by  Marti- 
niere,  and  my  own  copy  of  my  folio  Englilh  Dictionary,  of  the  laft  revifidn.    To  Dr.  William 
Scott,  one  of  my  Executors,  the  Diltionnaire  de  Commerce,  and  Ifeftius's  edition  of  the  Greek 
Poets.    To  Mr.  Windham,  Poetae  Graeci  Heroici  per  Hgiricum  Steptanum.     To  the  Reverend 
.  Mr.  Strahan,  vicar  of  Iflington,   in  Middlefex,  Mills's  Greek  Teftament,  Beza's  Greek  Tefta* 
jnent  by  Stephens,  all  my  Latin  Bibles,  and  my  Greek  Bible  by  Wecheliu*     To  Dr.  Heberden, 
Dr.  Brocklefby,   Dr.  Butter,  and  Mr.  Cruikfhank  the  furgeon  who  attended  rot,  Mr.  Holder 
my  apothecary,  Gerard  Hamilton,  Efq.  Mrs.  Gardiner,  of  Snow^l,  Mrs.  Fraacts  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Hoole,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hoole,  his  fon,  each  a  book  at  their  election,  to  keep  as  a 
token  of  remembrance.    I  alfo  give  and  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  Qefmotlins,  two  handred  pounds 
confblidated  three  percent,  annuities;  and  to  Mr.  Saftres,  the  Italian  mailer,   the  fum  of  five 
pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  books  of  piety  for  his  own  ufe.  '  And  whereas  the  faid  Bennet  Langton 
hath  agreed,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  mentioned  4n  my 
Will  to  be  in  his  hands,  to  grant  and  fecure  an  annuity  of  feventy  pounds,  payable  during  the 
life  of  me  and  my  fervant  Francis  Barber,  and  the  life  of  the  furvivor  of  us,  to  Mr.  George 
Stubbs  in  truft  for  us ;  my  mind  and  will  is,  that  in  cafe  of  my  deceafe  before  the  faid  agreement 
(hall  be  perfected,  the  faid  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  the  bond  for  fecuring  the 
faid  fum,  fhall  go  to  the  faid  Francis  Barber ;  and  I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  him  the  fame* 
in  lieu  of  the  bequeft  in  his  favour,  contained  in  my  faid  will.     And  I  hereby  empower  my 
Executors  to  deduct  and  retain  all  expences  that  (hall  or  may  be  occurred  in  the  execution  of  my 
faid  Will,  or  of  this  Codicil  thereto,  out  of  fuch  eftate  and  effects  at  I  fliall  die  poflefled  of. 
All  the  reft,  refidue,  and  remainder  of  my  eftate  and  effects,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  {aid 
Executors,  in  truft  for  the  faid  Francis  Barber,  his  Executors  and  Adminiftrators.    Witnefs  my 
hand  and  feal  this  ninth  day  of  December,  1784. 

44  Sam.  Johnson,  (L.  S.) 

"  SignedA  fealed,  publifhed,  declared,  and  delivered  by  the  faid  Samuel  Johnfon,  as,  and  for 

a  Codicil  to  his  lift  Will  and  Teftament,  in  the  prefence  of  as,  who,  in  his  prefence,  and 

at  his  reqaeft,  and  alfo  in  the  prefence  of  each  other,  Jiave  hereto  fubferibed  our  names  as 

witnefts. 

"  John  Copley. 

"  William  Gibson. 

"  He  Nay  Cole." 

Upon 
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*784-     as  they  were  in  great  confufion,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  (hat  he  had  not 
^tatf^  entrufted  fame  faithful  and  difcrcet  perfon  with  the  care  and  fele&ion  of 

themi 

Upon  thefe  teftamentary  deeds  it  is  proper  to  make  a  few  obferrations. 

'His  exprefs  declaration  with  his  dying  breath  of  his  faith  as  a  Chriftian,  as  ft  had  been  often 
pradifed  in  fuch  folemn  writings,  was  of  Tea^confequence  from  this  great  roan,  as  the  conviction  o¥ 
a  mind  equally  acute  and  ftfong  might  well  overbalance  the  doubts  *>f  others  who  were  his  con* 
temporaries.  The  epprefiion  foiluud  may  to  fome  convey  an  impreffion  of  more  than  ordinary 
contamination ;  but  that  is  not  warranted  by  its  genuine  meaning,  as  appears  from  "  The 
Rambler/'  No.  4*.  The  fame  word  is  trfed  in  the  will  of  Dr.  Sandcrfon,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
who  was  piety  itfclf. 

His  legacy  of  two  hundred  pounds  rathe  representatives  of  Mr,  Innys,  bookfeller  in  St.  FaoHi 
Church-yard,  was  the  effect  of  a  vtry  worthy  motive.  He  told  Sir  John  Hawkins,  that  hi* 
father  having  become  bankrtfpr,,  Mr.  Innys  had'  afliftcd  him  with  money  or  credit  to  continue  hit 
bufinefs.  -*'  This,  (faid  he)  I  confider  as  an  obligation  on  me  to  be  grateful  to  his  defcendants." 

The  amount  of  his  property  proved  to  be  confiderably  more  than  he  had  foppofecKt  to  be.  Sir 
John  Hawkins  eftimajes  the  bequeft  to  Francis  Barber  at  a  Aim  little  fliort  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  including  an  annuity  of  feventy  pounds  to  be  paid  to  hkn  by  Mr.  Langton,  inxonfiderav 
tion  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which  Johnfon  had  lent  to  that  gentleman.  Sirjoha 
feeros  not  -a  little  angry  at  this  bequeft,  and  matters  "  a  caveat  againft  oitentations  bounty  and 
>  favour  to  negroes."    Bufc&rery- when  a  man  has  money  entirely  of  his  own  acquifition,  •  especially 

*  when  he*  has  na  near  relations,  he  may,  without  blame,  difpofe  of  it  as  he  pfeafes,  and  with  great 
•.propriety  to  a  faithful  fervant.  Mr.  Barber,  by  the  recommendation  of  his  matter,  retired,  m 
'Lichfield,  where  he  might  pais  theieft  of  his  days  in  comfort. 

It  has  been  objected  that  Johnfon  has  omitted  many  of  his  heft  friends  when  leaving  books  to 

*  feveral  as  tokens  of  his  laft  remembrance.  The  names  of  Dr.  Adams,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Barney,, 
Mr.  Hector,  Mr.  Murphy*  the  Authour  of  this  Work,  and  others  who  were  intimate  with  him, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  his  Will.    This  may  be  accounted  for  by  considering,  that  as  he  was  very 

•near  his  diflblution  at  ihe  time,  he  probably  mentioned  fuch  as  happened  to  occur  to  him; 
and  that  he  may  have  wcolle&ed,  that  he  had  formerly  (hewn  others  fuch  proofs  of  his  regard, 

*  that  it  was  not  neceflary  to  crowd  his  Will  with  their  names*  .Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  was  much 
difpleafed  that  nothing  was  left  to  her ;  but  befides  what  I  have  now  flared,  (he  ihould  have  con- 
sidered, that  (he  had  left  nothing  to  Johnfon  by  her  Will,  which  was  made  during  his  life-time, 
as  appeared  at  her  deceafe. 

His  enumerating  feveral  perfons  in  one  group,  and  leaving  them  *« each. a  book  at  their  election," 
might  poffibly  have  given  occafion  to  a  curious  queftion  as  to  the  order  of  choice,  had  they  not 
luckily  fixed  on  different  books.  His  library,  though  by  no  means  handfome  in  its  appearance, 
was  fold  by  Mr.  Chriftie  for  two  hundred  and  .forty •ieven  pounds,  nine  lhillings,  many  people 
being  defirous  to  have  a  book,  which  had  belonged  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  In  many  of  them  he  had 
•written  little  notes,  fomethnes- tender  memorials  of  his  departed  wife ;  as, "  This  was  dear  Terry's 
book :"  fomctimes  occasional  remarks  of  different  forts*  Mc  Lyfons,  of  Clifford's  Inn,  has 
favoured  me  with  the  two  following. : 

In  «« Holy  Rules  and  Helps  to  Devotion,    by  Bryan  Duppa,   Lord  Bifhop  of  Winton, ,f 
"Prects  quidam  vidcUir  diligenter  traclajfe ;  fpero  nottinauditw** 

In 
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them*  inftead  of  which,  he,  in  a  precipitate  manner,  burnt  mafles  of  them,     »784- 
as  I  fhould  apprehend,   with  little  regard  to  difcrimination.     Not  that  I  ^utT7$l 
ftippofe  we  have  thus  been  deprived  of  any  compofitions  which  he  had  ever 
intended  for  the  publick  eye  j  but,  from  what  efcaped  the  flames,  I  judge 
that  many  curious  circumftances- relating  both  to  himfelf  and  other  literary 
characters  have  perifhed. 

Two  very  valuable  articles,  I  am  fure,  we  have  loft,  which  were  two 
quarto  volumes,  containing  a  full,  fair,  and  moft  particular  account  of 
his  own  life,  .from  his  earlieft  recolledtion.  I  owned  to  him,  that  having 
accidentally  feen  them,  I  had  read  a  great  deal  in  them ;  and  apologifing  for 
the  liberty  I  had  taken,  alked  him  if  I  could  help  it.  He  placidly  anfwered, 
c*  Why,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  you  could  have  helped  it."  I  faid  that  I  had  for 
once  in  my  life  felt  half  an  inclination  to  commit  theft.  It  had  come  into  my 
mind  to  carry  off  thofe  two  volumes,  and  never  fee  him  more.  Upon  my 
inquiring  how  this  would  have  affefted  him,  cc  Sir,  (faid  he,)  I  believe  I 
fliould  have  gone  mad  V 

During  his  laft  illnefs,  Johnfon  experienced  the  fteady  and  kind  attachment ' 
of  his  numerous  friends.     Mr.  Hoole  has  drawn  up  a  narrative  of  what 
pafled  in  the  vilits  which  he  paid  to  him  during  that  time,  from  the  ioth  of 
November  to  the  13th  of  December,  the  day  of  his  death  inclufive,  and  has 
favoured  me  with  a  perufal  of  it.    Nobody  was  more  attentive  to  him  than 

In  "  The  Roficrucian  infallible  Axiomata,  by  John  Heydon,  Gent."  Prefixed  to  which  are 
fotoe  vcrfes  addrefTed  to  the  authdur,  figned  Ambr.  Waters,  A.  M.  Coll.  Ex.  Oxon.  "  Thefe 
Latin  nxrfes  *were  written  to  Hobbes  by  Batburft,  upon  bis  Treatife  on  Human  Nature,  and  have  no 
relation  to  the  book*— —An  odd  fraud*  ' 

3  One  of  thofe  volumes,  Sir  John  Hawkins  informs  us  he  pat  into  his  pocket ;  for  which  the 
excufe  he  ftates  is,  that  he  meant  to  preferve  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  pcrfon  whom  he 
defcribes  fo  as  to  make  it  fufRciently  clear  who  is  meant ;  "  having  flrong  reafons  (fays  he) 
toTufpeft  that  this  man  might  find  and  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  book."  Why  Sir  John  fliould 
ftrppofe  that  the  gentleman  alluded  to  Would  a&  in  this  manner,  he  has  not  thought  (it  to  explain.  • 
But  what  he  did  was  not  approved  of  by  Johnfon;  who,  upon  being  acquainted  of  it  without 

X  delay  by  a  friend,  expreffed  great  indignation,  and  warmly  infilled  on  the  book  being  delivered 
up ;  and,  in  the  fuppofition  of  his  afterwards  miffing  it,  without  knowing  by  whom  it  had  been 
taken,  he  faid,  ««  Sir,  I  mould  have  gone  outx>f  the  world  diftrufting  half  mankind.'*  Sir  John 
next  day  wrote  a  letter  to  Johnfon,  afligning  the  reafons  for  his  conduit m,  upon  which  Johnfon 
obferved  to  Mr.  Langton,  «*  Bifhop  Sanderfon  could  not  have  dictated  a  better  letter.    I  could  > 

•    alrrioft  fay,  Melius  eft  fie  penituijje  qaam  non  errajfe"  The  agitation  into  which  Johnfon  was  thrown 
by  this  incident,  probably  made  him  haftily  bum  thofe  precious  records  which  rauft  ever  be  - 
regretted, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Langton,  to  whom  he  tenderly  faid,  Te  teneam  martens  dejiciente  tnantu 
And  I  think  it  highly  to  the  honour  of  Mr,  Windham,  that  his  important 
occupations  as  an  attive  ftatefman  did  not  prevent  him  from  paying  afliduous 
refpedt  to  the  dying  Sage,  whom  he  revered.  Mr.  Langton  informs  me,  that 
<c  one  day  he  found  Mr.  Burke  and  four  or  five  more  friends  fitting  with 
Johnfon.  Mr.  Burke  faid  to  him,  c  I  am  afraid,  Sir,  fuch  a  number  of  us 
may  be  x>ppreffive  to  you/— c  No,  Sir,  .{faid  Johnfon,)  it  is  not  fo  5  and  I 
muft  be  in  a  wretched  ftate  indeed,  when  your  company  would  not  be  a  delight 
to -me.'  Mr.  Burke,  in  a  tremulous  voice,  expreflive  of  being  very  tenderly 
affetted,  replied,  c  My  dear  Sir,  you  have  always  been  too  good  to  me/ 
Immediately  afterwards  he  went  away.  This  was  the  laft  circumftance  in  the 
acquaintance  of  thefe  two  eminent  men." 

Itis.to  the  mutual  credit  of  Johnfon  and  divines  of  different  communions, 

ihat_  although  he  was  a  fteady  Church-of-England  man,  there  was  neverthelefs 

*nuch  agreeable  intercourfe  between  him  and  them.  Let  me  particularly  name 

the  late  Mr.  La  Trobe,  and  Mr.  Hutton  of  the  Moravian  profeflion.     His 

intimacy  with  the  Englifh  Benedi&ines  at  Paris  has  been  mentioned ;  and  as 

an  additional  proof  of  the  charity  in  which  he  lived  with  good  men  of  die 

Romilh  Church,  I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  recording  his  fiiendfhip 

with  the  Reverend  Thomas  Hufiey,  D.  D.  His  Catholick  Majefty's  Chaplain 

of  Embafly  at  the  Court  of  London,  that  very  refpc&able  man,  eminent  not 

only  for  his  powerful  eloquence  as  a  preacher,  but  for  his  various  abilities 

and  acquifitions.— Nay  though  Johnfon  loved  a  Prefbyterian  the  leaft,  this  did 

.  not  prevent  his  having  a  long  and  uninterrupted  focial  connection  with  the 

Reverend  Dr.  James  Fordyce,  who,  ftnee  his  death  hath  gratefully  celebrated 

him  in  a  warm  (train  of  devotional  compofition. 

. ATOidft  the  melancholy  clouds  which  hung  over  the  dying  Johnfon,  his 
charadteriftical  manner  fhewed  itfelf  on  different  occafions. 

When  Dr.  Warren,  in  the  ufual  ftyle,  hoped  that  he  was  better  1  his 
anfwer  was,  "No,  Sir.  You  cannot  conceive  with  what  acceleration  I  advance 
towards  death/' " 

A  man  whom  lie  had  never  feen  before  was  -employed  one  night  to  fit  up- 
with  him.      Being  afked  next  morning  how  he  liked   his  attendant,    his 
4nfwer  was,  "  Not  at  all,  Sir.    The  fellow's  an  ideot ;  he  is  as  aukward  as  a 
turn-fpit  when  firft  put  into  the  wheel,  and  as  fleepy  as  a  dormoufe." 

.  Mr.  Windham  having  placed  a  pillow  conveniently  to  fupport  him,  he 
thanked  him  for  his  Jrindnefi*  and  faid,  "  That  will  do— #11  that  a  pillow 
can  do." 

He 
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He  repeated  with  great  fpirit  a  poem,  confifting  of  about  fifteen  ftanzas  i7g4- 
in  four  lines,  in  alternate  rhymes,  which  he  faid  he  had  compofed  fome  years  ^[JfTT 
before,  on  occafion  of  a  young  gentleman's  coming  of  age ;  faying  he  had 
never  repeated  it  but  once  fince  he  compofed  it,  and  had  given  but  one  copy 
of  it.  From  the  fpecimen  of  it  which  Mrs.  Piozzi  has  given  of  it  in  her 
<c  Anecdotes,"  p.  196,  it  is  much  to  be  wilhed  that  we  could  fee  the 
whole. 

As  he  opened  a  note  which  his  fervant  brought  to  him,  he  faid,  cc  An  odd 
thought  ftrikes  me.— We  fhall  receive  no  letters  in  the  grave." 

He  requefted  three  things  of  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  : — To  forgive  him  thirty 
pounds  which  he  had  borrowed  of  him — to  read  the  Bible— and  never  to  ufe  hisu 
pencil  on  a  Sunday.     Sir  Jofliua  readily  acquiefced. 

Indeed  he  ftiewed  the  greateft  anxiety  for  the  religious  improvement  of  his 
friends,  to  whom  he  difcourfed  of  its  infinite  confequence.  He  begged  of  Mr. 
Hoole  to  think  of  what  he  had  faid,  and  to  commit  it  to  writing ;  and  upon 
being  afterwards  affured  that  this  was  done,  preflcd  his  hands,  and  in  an 
earneft  tone,  thanked  him.  Dr.  Brocklefby  having  attended  him  with  the 
utmoft  affiduity  and  kindnefs  as  his  phyfician  and  friend,  he  was  peculiarly 
defirous  that  this  gendeman  fhould  not  entertain  any  loofe  fpeculative  notions, 
but  be  confirmed  in  the  truths  of  Chriftianity,  and  infifted  on  his  writing 
down  in  his  prefence,  as  nearly  as  he  could  collect  it,  the  import  of  what 
patTed  on  the  fubjeft;  and  Dr.  Brocklefby  having  complied  with  the  requeft, 
he  made  him  fign  the  paper,  and  urged  him  to  keep  it  in  his  own  cuftody 
as  long  as  he  lived. 

Johnfon,  with  that  native  fortitude  which  amidft  all  his  bodily  diftrefs  and 
mental  fufferings  never  forfook  him,  afked  Dr.  Brocklefby,  as  a  man  in 
whom  he  had  confidence,  to  tell  him  plainly  whether  he  could  recover. 
cc  Give  me  (faid  he)  a  dire£t  anfwer."  The  Doftor  having  firft  afked 
him  if  he  could  bear  the  whole  truth,  which  way  foever  it  might  lead, 
and  being  anfwered  that  he  could,  declared  that  in  his  opinion  he  could 
not  recover  without  a  miracle.  "  Then  (faid  Johnfon)  I  will-  take  no  more 
phyfick,  not  even  my  opiates ;  for  I  have  prayed  that  I  may  render  up  my 
foul  to  God  unclouded."  In  this  refolution  he  perfevered,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ufed  only  the  weakeft  kinds  of  fuftenance. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  who  was  die  fon  of  his  friend,  and  had 
been  always  one  of  his  great  favourites,  had,  during  Johnfon's  laft  illnefs, 
the  fatisfattion  of  contributing  to  foothe  and  comfort  him.  That  gentle- 
man's houfe  at  Iflington,  of  which  he  is  Vicar,    afforded  occafionally  and 

Vol.  IL.  4  E  eafily 
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eafily  an  agreeable  change  of  place  and  freih  air;  and  he  attended  alfo  upon 
Johnfon  in  town  in  the  difcharge  of  the  facred  offices  of  his  profeffion. 

Mr.  Strahan  has  given  me  the  agreeable  afiurance,  that  after  being  ia 
much  agitation*.  Johnfon  became  quite  compofed*  and  continued  fo  till  hi* 

death. 

Dr.  Brocklcfbjr>  who  will  not  be  fufpefted  of  fanaticifin>  obliged  me  with. 
the  following,  accounts  t 

u  For  fome  time  before  his  death  all  his  fears  wece  calmed  and  abforbed 
by  the  prevalence  of  his  faith,  and  his  truft  in  the  merits  and  propitiation  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

"  He  talked  often  to  me  about  the  neceffity-  of  faith  in  tbejiurifia  of 
Jesus,  as  neceflary  beyond  all  good  works  whatever  for  the  falvation  of 
mankind. 

"  He  prefled  me  to  ftudy  Dr.  Clarke,  and  to  read  his  Sermons*,  I  aflced 
him  why  he  prefled  Dr.  Clark,  an  Arian  4.  , €  B?caufe  (laid  he)  he.  is  fuUeft 
on  the  propitiatory  facrifice"* 

Johnfon  having  thus  in  his  mind  the  true  Chriftian  leheme„at  once  rational 
and  conlblatory,  uniting  juftice  and  mercy  in  the  Divinity*,  with  the  improve- 
ment  of  human  nature,  while  the  Holy  Sacrament  was  celebrating  in  his  apart- 
ment, fervently  uttered  this  prayer5 : 

€t  Almighty  and  moft  merciful  Father,.  I  ant  now,,  as  to  human  eyes  it 
feems,  about  to  commemorate,,  for  the  laft  time,  the  death  of  thy  Son  Jesus. 
Christ  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  my  whole  hope 
and  confidence  may  be  in  his  merits,,  and  thy  mercy  -,  enforce  and  accept  my 
imperfeft  repentance ;  make  this  commemoration  available  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  my  faith,  the  eftabHfhment  of  my  hope,  and  the  enlargement  of  my? 
charity;   and  make  the  death  of  thy  Son.  Jesus  Christ  effectual  to  my 

*  The  change  of  Ids  fentiraents  with  regard  to-Df.  Clarke*  is  thus  mentioned  to  me  in  a  letter 
from  the  late  Dr.  Adams,  Mafter  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford.— «« The  EbAor's  prejudices 
were  the  ftrongeft^and  certainly  in  another  fenfe  the  weakeft,  that  ever  poflcflbd  a  feafibk  man*. 
You  know  his  extreme  zeal  for  orthodoxy.  Bnt  did  you  ever  hear,  what  he  told  me  kimfdf  i  That, 
he  had  made  it  a  rule  not  to  admit  Dr.  Clarke's  name  in  his  Dictionary.    This,,  however,  wore 
off.    At  fome  diftance  of.  time  he  advifed  with  me.  what  books  he  fhould  read  in  defence  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion.    I  recommended  '  Clarke's  Evidences  of  Natural,  and  Revealed  Religion,' 
as  the  beft  of  the  kind;  and  I  find  in  what  is  called  his-  *  Prayers  and  Meditations*!  that  he  was. 
frequently  employed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  time  in  reading  Clarke's  Sermons. 

*  The  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan  took  cans  to  have  it  preferred,  and  has  inftrted  it  in  «•  Prayera- 
and  Meditations,"  p.  %%u 

redemption- 
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redemption.      Hare  mercy  upon  me,  and  pardon  the  multitude  of  my  '  *78<- 
offences.    Bleii  'my  friends;  have  mercy  upon  all  men.    Support  me,  by  jeSTtc! 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  days  of  weaknefi,  and  at  the  hour  of  death ;  and 
receive  me,  at  my  death,   to  everlafting  happinefs,   for  the  lake  of  Jesus 
Christ.    Amen." 

From  my  brother  Thoma$  David  I  have  thefe  particulars : 

"  The  Do&or,  from  the  time  that  he  was  certain  his  death  was  near, 
appeared  to  be  perfe&ly  refigned,  was  feldom  or  never  fretful  or  out  of 
temper,  and  often  faid  to  his  faithful  fervant,  who  gave  me  this  account, 
c  Attend,  Francis,  to  the  (alvation  of  your  foul,  which  is  the  objeft  of  greateft 
importance :'  he  alio  explained  to  him  paflfages  in  the  fciipture,  and  fcemed 
to  have  pleafcre  in  talking  upon  religious  fut>je<5ts. 

c<  On  Monday  the  13th  of  December,  the  day  on  which  he  died,  a  Mift 
Morris,  daughter  to  a  particular  friend  of  his,  called,  and  faid  to  Francis, 
that  (he  begged  to  be  permitted  to  fee  the  Doftor,  that  (he  might  earneftly 
requeft  him  to  give  her  his  blefling,  Francis  went  into  the  room,  followed 
by  the  young  lady,  and  delivered  the  meflage.  The  Doftor  turned  himfelf 
in  the  bed,  and  (aid,  *  Gob  blefc  you,  my  dear!'  Thefe  were  the  iaft  words 
he  (poke.**— His  difficulty  of  breathing  increafed  till  about  feven  o'clock  in 
die  evening,  when  Mr.  Barber  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  who  were  fitting  in 
the  room,  obferving  that  the  noife  he  made  in  breathing  had  ceafed,  went 
to  the  bed,  and  found  he  was  dead." 

About  two  days  after  his  death,  the  following  very  agreeable  account  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Malone,  in  a  letter  by  the  Honourable  John  Byng, 
to  whom  I  am  much  obliged  for  granting  me  permiffion  to  introduce  it  in 
my  work.  # 

"  Dear  Sir, 

.  a  SINCE  I  (aw  you,  I  have  had  a  long  converfation  with  Cawfton*, 
who  fat  up  with  Dr.  Johnfon  from  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening  till  ten 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  And  from  what  I  can  gather  from  him,  it 
fhould  (eem,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  was  perfe&ly  compofed,  fteady  in  hope,  and 
refigned  to  death.  At  the  interval  of  each  hourf  they  affifted  him  to  fit  up 
in  his  bed,  and  move  his  legs,  which  were  in  much  pain*  when  he  regularly 
addrefled  himfelf  to  fervent  prayer  5  and  though  fometimes  his  voice  failed 
him,  his  fcnfes  never  did  during  that  dme.    The  only  fuftenance  he  received 

•  Servant  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Wiadhaou 

4E2  «as 
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was  cyder  and  water.  He  faid  his  mind  was  prepared,  and  the  rime  to  his 
diffolution  feemed  long.  At  fix  in  the  morning  he  enquired  the  hour,  and 
on  being  informed,  faid  that  all  went  on  regularly,  and  he  felt  he  had  but  a 
few  hours  to  live. 

"  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  parted  from  Cawfton,  faying,  c  You 
fhould  not  detain  Mr.  Windham's  fervant. — I  thank  you  j — bear  my  remem- 
brance to  your  matter. '  Cawfton  fays,  that  no  man  could  appear  more 
collected,  more  devout,  or  lefc  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  the  approaching 
minptc. 

"  This  account,  which  is  fo  much  more  agreeable  than,  and  fbmewhat 
different  from  yours,  has  given  us  the  fatisfa&ion  of  thinking  that  that  great 
man  died  as  he  lived,  full  of  refignationx  ftrengthened  ia  faith,  and  joyful 
in  hope." 

A  few  days  before  his  death  he  had  aflced  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  one  of  his 
executors,  where  he  fhould  be  buried ;  and  on  being  anfwered  "  Doubdefs 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey,"  feemed  to  feel  a  fatisfadtion  very  natural  to  a  poet, 
and  indeed,  in.  my  opinion,  very  natural  to  every  man  of  any  imagination, 
*who  has  no  family  fepulchre  in  which  he  can  be  laid  with  his  fathers. 
Accordingly,  upon.  Monday,  December  20,  his  remains  were  depofited  in 
that  noble  and  renowned  edifice  j  and  over  his  grave  was  placed  a  large  blue 
flag-ftone,  with  this  infeription : 

cc  Samubl  Johnson,  LrL.D- 

"  Ohiit  xni  die  Vecembrisy 

w  Anno  Domini 

•*  M.  Dec.  lxxxiv. 

*  JEtatis  Ju*  lxxv*"* 

His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  refpe&able  number  of  his  friends,  particu- 
larly by  many  of  the  members  of  The  Literary  Club,  who  were  then  in 
town  i  and  was  alfo  honoured  by  the  prefence  of  feveral  of  the  Reverend 
Chapter  of  Weftminfter.  His  fchool-fellow,  Dr.  Taylor,  performed  the 
nfiournful  office  of.  reading  the  fervice. 

1  truft  I  fhall  not  be  accufed.  of  affe&ation  when  I  declare,  that  I  find 
myfelf  unable  to  exprefs  all  that  I  felt  upon  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  "  Guide, 
Philofopher,  and  Friend."  I  fhall  therefore  not  fay  one  word  of  my  own, 
but  adopt  thofe  of  an  eminent  friend,  which  he  uttered  with  an  abrupt 
excellence,  fuperiour  to  all  ftudied  compofition :— "  He  has  made  a  chafm, 

which. 
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which  not  only  nothing  can  fill  up,  but  which  nothing  has  a  tendency  to  fill 
up.— Johnfon  is  dead. — Let  us  go  to  die  next  beft.— There  is  nobody. — No 
man  can  be  faid  to  put  you  in  mind  of  Johnfon." 

As  Johnfon  had  abundant  homage  paid  to  him  during  his  life  7y  fo  no  writer 
in  this  nation  ever  had  fuch  an  accumulation  of  literary  honours  after  his 
death.  A  fermon  upon  that  event  was  preached  in  St.  Mary's  church,. 
Oxford,  before  the  Univerfity,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Agutter,  of  Magdalen 
College.     The  Lives,    the  Memoirs,  the  EfTays,  both  in  profe"  and  verfe, 

7  Refides  the  Dedications  to  him  by  Dr.  Goldfmith,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin,  and  tlie 
Reverend  Mr.  Wilfon,  which  I  have  mentioned  according  to  their  dates,  there  was  one  by  a  lady,, 
of  a  verfification  of  "  Aningait  and  Ajut,"  and  one  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Walker,  of  his 
*•  Rhetorical  Grammar."  I  have  introduced  into  this  work  feveral  compliments  paid  to  him  in 
the  writings  of  his  contemporaries ;  bat  the  number  of  them  is  fo  great,  that  we  may  fairly 
*  fay  that  there  was  almoft  a  general  tribute. 

Let  me  not  be  forgetful  of  the  honour  done  to  him  by  Colonel  Myddelton,  of  Gwaynynog* 
near  Denbigh ;  who,  on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  in  his  Park,  where  Johnfon  delighted  to  ftarul 
and  repeat  verfes,  erected  an  urn  with  the  following  infcription : 

"  This  fpot  was  often  dignified  by  the  prefence  of 
«c  Samuel  John  so  na  LL.  D» 
"  Whofe  moral  writings,  exactly  conformable  to  the  precepts  of  Chriftianity, 
•*  Give  ardour  to  Virtue  and  confidence  to  Truth.'' 

As  no  inconiiderable  circumftance  of  his  fame,  we  mud  reckon  the  extraordinary  zeal  of  the 
artifts.  to  extend  and  perpetuate  his  image,  I  can  enumerate  a  buft  by  Mr.  Nollekens,  and  the  many 
calls  which  are  made  from  it ;  feveral  pictures  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds ;  one  by  Mr.  Zofrani ;  and 
one  by  Mr.  Opie ;  and  the  following  engravings  of  his  portrait  n.  One  by  Cooke,  from  Sir  Jofhua* 
for  the  Proprietors'  edition  of  his  folio  Dictionary.— 2.  One  from  ditto  by  ditto,  for  their  quarto 
edition. — 3.  One  from  Opie,  by  Heath,,  for  Harrifon's  edition  of  his  Dictionary.— 4.  One  from 
Nollekens 's  buft  of  him,  by  Bartolozzi,  for  Fielding's  quarto  edition  of  his  Dictionary. — 5.  One 
fraall  from  Harding,  by  Trotter,  for  his  "  Beauties." — 6.  One  fmall  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by 
Trotter,  for  his  **  Lives  of  the  Poets." — 7.  One  fmall  one  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by  Hall,  for  "  The 
Rambler."— 8.  One  fmall  from  an  original  drawing  in  the  poflefiion  of  Mr.  John  Simco,  etched 
by  Trotter,  for  another  edition  of  his  ««  Lives  of  the  Poets/' — 9.  One  fmall,  no  painters  name, 
etched  by  Taylor,  for  his  Johnfoniana.— 10.  One  folio  whole  length,  with  his  oak  flick,  as 
defcribed  in  Bofwell's  "  Tour,"  drawn  and  etched  by  Trotter. — 11.  One  large  mezzotinto  from 
Sir  Jofhua,  by  Doughty.— 12.  One  large  Roman  head  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by  Marchi.— 13.  One 
octavo,  holding  a  book  to  his  eye,  from  Sir  Jofhua,  by  Hall,  for  his  works-— 14.  One  fmall  from* 
a  drawing  from  the  life,  and  engraved  by  Trotter,  for  his  Life  publifhed  by  Kearfloy. — 
1 5.  One  large  from  Opie,  by  Mr.  Townley,  an  ingenious  engraver  now  at  Berlin.  This  is  one 
of  the  fineft  mezzotintos  that  ever  was  executed ;  and  what  renders  it  of  extraordinary  value,, 
the  Opiate  was  deftroyed  after  four  or  five  impreffions  only  were  taken  of.  One  of  them  is  in.  the 
pofleffion  of  Sir  William  Scott.— 16.  One  large  from  Sir  Jofhua's  firft  picture  of  him,  by  Heath* 
for  this  work. — 17.  And  one  for  Lavater's  Eflay  on  Phyfiognomy,  in  which  Johnfon's  counte- 
nance is  analyfed  upon  the  principles  of  that  fanciful  writer.. 

which. 


^t2  THE    LIFE    OF    DR.    JOHNSON. 

Tfrhich  ha?e  been  publiflicd  concerning  him,  would  make  many  volumes. 
The  numerous  attacks  too  upon  him,  I  confider  as  making  part  of  his  confe- 
quence,  upon  the  principle  which  he  himfelf  fo  well  knew  and  afferted.  Manjr 
^rho  trembled  at  his  prefence  were  forward  in  afikult  when  they  no  longer 
Apprehended  danger.  When  one  of  his  Ktdc  pragmatical  foes  was  invidioufly 
■darling  at  his  fame,  the  Reverend  Dn  Parr  exclaimed,  with  his  ufual  bold 
animation,   "  Ayc^  now  that  the  old  lion  is  dead,  eveiy  afi  thinks  he  may 

kick  at  him/' 

A  monument  for  him  in  Weftminfter- Abbey  -was  refolved  upon  foon  after 
hh  death,  and  has  been  fupported  by  a  moft  relpeftable  contribution  $  and  in 
the  cathedral  of  his  native  city  of  Lichfield  a  fmalkr  one  is  to  be  eroded. 
To  compofe  his  -epitaph  has  excited  the  wanneft  competition  of  genius.  If 
laudari  &  laudato  vire  be  praife  which  is  highly  eftimable,  I  fhould  not  forgive 
jnyfelf  were  I  to  omit  the  following  fepuichral  verfes  on  the  authour  of 
The  English  Dictionary,  written  by  the  Rjght  Honourable  Henry 
Flood : 

<€  No  need*>f  Latm  or  of  Greek  to  grace 

€C  Our  Johnson's  memory,  and  inferibe  his  grave; 

<c  His  native  language  claims  this  mournful  fpace, 
"  To  pay  the  Immortality  he  gave/' 

The  chara&er  of  Samuel  Johnson  has>  I  truft,  been  lb  developed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  that  they  who  have  honoured  it  with  a  perufel,  may  be 
confidered  as  well  acquainted  with  him.  As,  however,  it  may  be  expe&ed 
chat  I  fhoukl  colleA  into  one  view  the  capital  and  diftinguifhing  features  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  acquit  rnyfelf  of  that  part  of  my 
•biographical  undertaking  *,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  do  that  which  many 
of  my  readers  will  do  better  for  themfelves. 

His  figure  was  large  and  well  formed,  and  his  countenance  of  the  caft  of 
an  ancient  ftatue*;  yet  his  appearance  was  rendered  ftrange  and  fomewhat 
uncouth,  by  convulfive  cramps,  by  the  (cars  of  that  diftemper  which  it  was 
once  imagined  the  royal  touch  could  cure,  and  by  a  flovenly  mode  of  diets. 
He  had  the  ufc  only  of  one  eye ;  yet  fo  much  does  mind  govern  and  even 
Supply  the  deficiency  of  organs,   that  bis  vifual  perceptions,  as  far  as  they 

/  •  A»  I  certainly  do  not  fee  any  reafon  to  give  a  different  eharafter  of  my  iHcrflrious  friend  now, 

.  from  wjiat  I  formerly  gave,  tbe  greateft  part  of  die  flcetch  of  him  in  my  «  Journal  of  a  Tour 
t%  tbe  Hebrides*"  is  here  adopted* 

•       * 

J  extended, 
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extended)  were  uncommonly  quick  and  accurate.  So  morbid  was  his  tem- 
perament, that  he  never  kpew  the  natural  joy  of  a  free  and  vigorous  ufe  of  his 
limbs :  when  he  walked,  k  was  like  the  ftruggling  gait  of  one  in  fetters  * 
when  he  rode,  he  had  no  command  or  direction  of  his  horfe>  but  was  carried 
as  if  in  a  balloon.  That  with  his  conftitution  and  habits  of  life  he  fliould 
have  lived  feventy-five  years,  is  a  proof  that  an  inherent  vrvida  vi$  is  a 
powerful  preiervative  of  the  human  frame. 

Man  is  in  general  made  up  of  contradictory  qualities,  and  thefe  will  ever  (hew 
them  fe Ives  in  ftrange  fuccefiion,  where  a  confiftertcy  in  appearance  at  leaft,  if 
not  in  reality,  has  not  been  attained  by  long  habits  of  philofophical  difcipline. 
In  proportion  to  the  native  vigour  of  the  mind,  the  contnLdi&ory  qualities 
will  be  the  more  prominent,  and  more  difficult  to  be  adjufted  $  and  therefore 
we  are  not  to  wonder,  that  Johnfon  exhibited  an  eminent  example  of  this- 
remark  which  I  have  made  upon  human  nature.  At  different  times  he 
feemed  a  different  man,  in  fome  refpetts  \  not,  however,  in  any  great  or 
effential  article,  upon  which  he  had  fully  employed  his  mind  and  fettled 
certain  principles  of  duty,  but  only  in  Jiis  manners,  and  in  difplays  of  argument 
and  fancy  in  his  talk.  He  was  prone  to  fuperftition,  but  not  to  credulity. 
Though  his  imagination  might  incline  him  to  a  belief  of  the  marvellous  and 
the  myfterious,  his  vigorous  reafon  examioed  the  evidence  with  jealoufr.  He 
was  a  fincere  and  zealous  Chriftian,  of  high  Church-of-England  and  monar- 
chical principles,  which  he  would  not  tamely  fuffer  to  be  queftioned  i  and 
had  perhaps,  at  an  early  period,  narrowed  his  mind  lomewhat  too  much, 
both  as  to  religion  and  politicks.  His  being  imprefied  with  the  danger  of 
extreme  latitude  in  either,  though  he  was  of  a  very  independent  fpirit,. 
occafioned  his  appearing  fomewhat  unfavourable  to  the  prevalence  of  thy 
noble  freedom  of  fentiment  which  is  the  belt  poffefljon  of  man.  Nor  can  it 
be  denied,  that  he  had  many  prejudices ;  which,  however,  frequently  fuggefted 
many  of  his  pointed  fayings,  that  rather  (hew  a  playfolnefs  of  fancy  than  any 
fettled  malignity.  He  was  Heady  and  inflexible  in  maintaining  the  obligations  or 
religion  and  morality,  both  from  a  regard  for  the  order  of  fociety,  and  from 
a  veneration  for  the  Great  Source  of  all  order ;  correft,  nay  ftern,  in  his  tafte ; 
hard  to  pleafe,  and  eafily  offended  j  impetuous  and  irritable  in  his  temper,, 
but  of  a  moll  humane  and  benevolent  heart  9X  which,  {hewed  itfelf  not  only 

»  In  the  Olla  PodriJa,  a  colk&onr  of  Effays  publifhed  at  Oxford,  there  is  an  excellent  paper 
upon  the  character  of  Johnfon,  faid  to  be  written  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Home,  now  Bifhop  of 
Norwich*    The  following  paflage  is  eminently  happy:—*4  To  rejeft  wifdotn,  becanfe  the  perfon 
of  him  who  communicates  it  is  uncouth,  and  his  manners  are  inelegant ;— what  is  it,  but  to. 
throw  away  a  pine-apple*  and  affign  for  a  reafon  the  roughneft  of  its  coat  ?." 
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in  a  moft  liberal  charity,  as  far  as  his  circumftances  would  allow,  but  in  a 
thoufand  inftances  of  active  benevolence.     He  was  affli&ed  with  a  bodily 
difeafe  which  made  him  reftlefs  and  fretful,   and  with  a  conftitutional  melan- 
choly, the  clouds  of  which  darkened  the  brightnefs  of  his  fancy,  and  gave  a 
gloomy  caft  to  his  whole  courfe  of  thinking :   we  therefore  ought  not  to 
wonder  at  his  fellies  of  impatience  and  paflion  at  any  time,  efpecially  when 
provoked  by  obtrufive  ignorance  or  prefuming  petulance ;    and  allowance 
•  muft  be  made  for  his  uttering  hafty  and  fatirical  fellies,  even  againft  his  beft 
friends.     And  furely,  when  it  is  confidered  that  cc  amidft  ficknefs  and  forrow" 
he  exerted  his  faculties  in  fo  many  works  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  arid 
particularly  that  he  achieved  the  great  and  admirable  Dictionary  of  our  language, 
we  muft  be  aftonifhed  at  his  refolution.     The  folemn  text  of  cc  him  to  whom 
much  is  given,  much  will  be  required,"  feems  to  have  been  ever  prefcnt  to 
his  mind  in  a  rigorous  fenfe,  and  to  have  made  him  diflatisfied  with  his 
labours  and  afts  of  goodnefs,   however  comparatively  great  ;    fo  that  the 
unavoidable  confeioufnefs  of  his  fuperiority  was  in  that  refpeft  a  caufe  of  dif- 
quiet.     He  fufFered  fo  much  from  this,  and  from  the  gloom  which  perpetually 
haunted  him,  and  made  folitude  frightful,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  cc  If 
•in  this  life  only  he  had  hope,  he  was  of  all  men  moft  miierable."     He 
loved  praife  when  it  was  brought  to  him;  but  was  too  proud  to  feek  for  it. 
He  was  fomewhat  fufceptible  of  flattery.     As  he  was  general  and  unconfined 
in  'his  ftudies,    he  cannot  be  confidered  as  matter  of  any  ohe^  particular 
fcience  ;  but  he  had  accumulated  a  vaft  and  various  colle&ion  of  learning  and 
knowledge,  which  was  fo  arranged  in  his  mind,  as  to  be  ever  in  readinefs  to 
be  brought  forth.      But  his  fuperiority  over  other  learned  men-  confifted 
chiefly  in  what  may  be  called  the  art  of  thinking,  the  art  of  ufing  his  mind; 
a  certain  continual  power  of  fcizing  the  ufeful  fubftance  of  all  that  he  knew, 
and  exhibiting  it  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner;  fo  that  knowledge  which  we 
often  fee  to  be  no  better  than  lumber  in  men  of  dull  underftanding,  was  in 
him  true,  evident,  and  actual  wifdom.    His  moral  precepts  are  practical;  for 
they  are.  drawn  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  human  nature.     His 
maxims  carry  conviftion ;    for  they  are  founded  on  the  bafis  of  common 
fenfe.     His  mind  was  fo  full  of  imagery,  that  he  alight  have  been  perpetually 
n  poet;  yet  it  is  remaikable,  that  however  rich  his  profe  is  in  that  refpeft, 
the  poetical  pieces  which  he  wrote  were  in  general  not  fo,  but  rather  ftrong 
fentimenf   and  acute  obfervation,    conveyed  in  good  venc,    particularly  in 
heroick  couplets.     Though  ufually  grave  and  even  aweful  in  his  deportment, 
Jie  pofiefied  uncommon  and  peculiar  powers  of  wit  and  humour;  he  frequently 

indulged 


THE    LIFE    OF    Dfc.    JOHNSON,  5*7 

indulged  himfelf  in  colloquial  pleafantry $  and  the  heartieft  merriment  was 
often  enjoyed  in  his  company;  with  this  great  advantage,  that  as  it  was 
entirely  bvt.  from  any  poifonous  tin&ure  of  vice  or  impiety*  it  was  falutary 
to  thofe  who  (bared  irj  it.  He  had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  fuch  accuracy  in 
his  common  conversation  \  that  he  at  all  times  delivered  himfelf  with  a 
force,  and  elegant  choice  of  expreffion,  the  effeft  of  which  was  aided  by  his 
having  a  loud  voice,  and  a  (low  deliberate  utterance.  He  united  a  moft 
logical  head  with  a  mod  fertile  imagination,  which  gave  him  an  extraordinary 
advantage  in  arguing ;  for  he  could  reafon  clofe  or  wide,  as  he  faw  bed  for 
the  moment.  Exulting  in  his  intellectual  ftrength  and  dexterity,  he  could, 
when  he  pleafed,  be  the  greatcft  fophift  that  ever  contended  in  the  lifts  of 
declamation $  and  from  a  fpirit  of  contradiction,  and  a  delight  in  (hewing 
his  powers,  he  would  often  maintain  the  wrong  fide  with  equal  warmth  and 

*  Though  a  perfect  rcfcmblancc  of  Johnfon  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  age,  parts  of  his  cha-  , 
rafter  are  admirably  expreffed  by  Clarendon,  in  drawing  that  of  Lord  Falkland,  whom  the  noble 
and  mafterly  hiftorian  defcribes  at  his  (eat  near  Oxford :— <€  Such  an  immenfenefs  of  wit,  fuch  a 
ibtidity  of  judgement,  fo  infinite  a  fancy,  ,  bound  in  by  a  moft  logical  ratiocination. — Hit 
acquaintance  was  cultivated  by  the  moil  polite  and  accurate  men,  fo  that  his  houfe  was  a  Univer- 
fity  in  lefs  volume,  whither  they  came  not  fo  much  for  repofe  as  ftudy,  and  to  examine  and  refine 
thofe  groffer  proportions,  which  lazineft  and  confent  made  current  in  converfation." 

Bayle's  account  of  Menage  may  alfo  be  quoted  as  exceedingly  applicable  to  the  great  fubjeel  of 
this  work.—"  His  illuftrious  friends  creeled  a  very  glorious  monument  to  him  in  the  collection 
entitled  Menagiana*  Thofe,  who  judge  of  things  aright,  will  confefs  that  this  collection  is- very 
proper  to  Ihcw  the  extent  of  genius  and  learning  which  was  the  character  of  Menage.  And  I 
may  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  excellent  works  be  publijhed  will  not  diftinguijh  him  from  other 
learned  men  Jo  advantageoujlj  as  this.  To  publifh  books  of  great  learning,  to  make  Greek  and 
Latin  verfes  exceedingly  well  turned,  is  not  a  common  talent,  I  own ;  neither  is  it  extremely 
tare.  It  is  incomparably  more  difficult  to  find  men  who  can  furniih  difcourfe  about  an  infinite 
number  of  things,  and  who  can  diverfify  them  an  hundred  ways.  How  many  authours  are  there, 
who  are  admired  for  their  works,  on  account  of  the  vaft  learning  that  is  difplayed  in  them,  who 
are  not  able  to  fuflain  a  converfation.  Thofe,  who  know  Menage  only  by  his  books,  might 
think  he  refembled  thofe  learned  men :  but  if  you  (hew  the  Minaci  ana,  you  diftinguifh  him 
from  them,  ana  make  him  known  by  a  talent  which  is  given  to  very  few  learned  men.  There  it 
appears  that  he  was  a  man  who  fpoke  off  hand  a  thoufand  good  things.  His  memory  extended 
to  what  was  ancient  and  modern  ;  to  the  court  and  to  the  city ;  to  the  dead  and  to  the  living 
languages;  to  things  ferious  and  things  jocofe ;  in  a  word,  to  a  thoufand  forts  of  fubje&s.  That 
which  appeared  a  trifle  to  fome  readers  of  the  Menagiana,  who  did  not  confider  circumftances, 
caufed  admiration  in  other  readers,  who  minded  the  difference  between  what  a  man  fpeaks  without 
preparation,  and  that  which  he  prepares  for  the  prefs.  And  therefore  we  cannot  fufficiently 
commend  the  care  which  his  illuftrious  friends  took  to  ereft  to  him  a  monument  £o  capable  of 
giving  him  immortal  glory.  They  were  not  obliged  to  rectify  what  they  had  heard  him  fay ;  for 
in  fo  doing  they  had  not  been  faithful  hiftorians  of  his  converfations." 

Vol.  IL  4  F  ingenuity: 
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ingenuity :  fo  that,  when  there  was  an  audience,  his  real  opinions  could  ftldom 
be  gathered  from  his  talk  j  though  when  he  was  m  company  with  a  fingle 
friend,  he  would difcufs  a  fubjcdt  with  genuine  fairnefi.  But  he  was  too  cen- 
fcientious  to  make  errour  permanent  and  pernicious,  by  deliberately  writing 
it ;  and  in  all  his  numerous  works  he  earneftly  inculcated  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  truth.  His  piety  was  conftant,  and  was  the  ruling  principle 
of  all  his  conduit  *  and  the  more  we  confider  his  chara&er,  we  fhall  be  the 
more  diipofed  to  regard  him  with  admiration  and  reverence* 


THE       END. 
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